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NEW AND GENERAL

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY.

CICERO (Marcus Tullius), was one of the greatefl men
of antiquity, whether we confider him as an orator, a

ftatefman, or a philofopher. He was born Jan. 3, in the 647th
year of Rome, about 107 years before Chrift. His mother's name
was Helvia, who was rich and well defcended. As to his father's

family, nothing was delivered of it but in extremes : which is

not to be wondered at in the hiftory of a man, whofe life was
fo expofed to envy, as Cicero's, and who fell a vidlim at laft to

the power of his enemies. Some derive his defcent from kings,

others from mechanics : but the truth, as it commonly happens
in fuch cafes, lay between both : for his family, though it had
never borne any of the great oifices of the republic, was yet

very ancient and honourable j of principal diftindlion and nobi-

lity in that part of Italy in which it refided j and of equeftrian

rank, from its firit admiflion to the freedom of Rome. The
place of his birth was Arpinum ; a city anciently of the Sam-
nites, now part of the kingdom of Naples. It had the honour
alfo of producing the great C. Marius ; which gave occafion to

Pompey to fay in a public fpeech, that Rome was indebted to

this corporation for two citizens, who had, each in his turn, pre-

ferved it from ruin. The territory of Arpinum was rude and
mountainous, to which Cicero applies Homer's defcription o£
Ithaca :

'TIs rough indeed, yet breeds a generous race.

The family feat was about three miles from the town, in a

Vol. IV. B £tuau9.:^
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(ituation extremely plcafant, and well adapted to the nature of
the climate. It was furrounded with groves and fiiady walks,

kading from the houfe to a river, called Fibrenus ; which was
divided into two equal ftream.s- by a little illand, covered with
trees and a portico, contrived "both for ftudy and exercife, whi-
ther Cicero ufed to retire, when he had any particidar work
upon his hands. The clearnefs and rapidity of the ftream, mur-
muring, through a rocky channel ; the fhade and verdure of its

banks, planted with tall poplars ; the remarkable coldnefs of

the water ; and, above all, its falling by a cr.fcade into the no-

bler river Liris, a little below the iiland, prefents us with the

idea of a moft beautiful fcene. This is the defcription which
Cicero himfelf has, in feveral parts of his works, given of th.e

place. But there cannot be a better proof of its delightfulnefs,

than that it is now poflelled by a convent of monks, and called

the Villa of St. Dominic. U^on which the line writer of his

life could not forbear crying out, " Strange revolution ! to fee

Cicero's porticos converted to monkilli cloifters I the feat of

the mofi; refitied veafon, wit, and learning, to a nurfery of fu-

perrtition> bigotry, and enthufiafm ! What a pleafure," fays

he *' muil it give to thefe Dominican inquiiitors, to trample on
the ruins of a man, whofe writings, by fpveading the light of rea-

fon and liberty through the world, have been one great inftru-

ment of obftrufllng their unwearied pains to enflave it
!"

He w?.s educated at Rome »vith his coufms, the young Aculeos,

in a method approved and diretSled by L. Crafius, and placed

there in a public fchool under an eminent greek mailer ; which
was thought the bell way of educating one, who was dcf>gned

to appear on the public ilagc, iind who, as Quintilian obferves,
*' ought to be fo bred, as not to fear the fight of men ; fince

that czn never be rightly learned in folitude, which is to be

produced before crowds." Cicero's father, encouraged by the

..promifing genius of his huy fpared no cofl nor pains to improve

"it by the help of the ablell mailers •, and among the other in-

ftru6lors of his early youth, put him under the care of the poet

ArchJas, who came to Rome with an high reputation for learn-

ing and poetry, when CIc%ro was about five years old ; and who
•was afterwards defended by Cicero in a moft elegant oratiotL^

which is 'Hill extant.

After finifhing the courfe of tliefe puerile ftudies, he too^

iKe manly gown,, or the ordinary robe of the citizens, which

in his time it was ufual to do at the age of i6 : and being then

introduced Into the forum, was placed under the care of CX^

Mucius Scaevola the augur, the principal lawyer as well as

llatefman of th.it age; and after his. de'iffh applied himfelf to

.ar^other of the fame" family, Scasvola the high pried ; a perlon

'«f <5ou-df i^taVsi^a: fci- ^rcbity -^nd Mi iu the law. Under
''•*•

. thefe-
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ihefe mafters he acquired a complete knowledge of the laws of
his country : a foundation ufeful to all who defign to enter in-

to public affairs ; and thought to be of fuch confequencc at

Rome, that it was the common exercife of boys at ichool, to

learn the laws of the 1 2 tables by heart, as they did their poets

and claffic authors. In the mean time he did not neglect his

poetical ftudies, which he had purfucd under Archias : for he
now tranflated " Aratus on the phenomena of the heavens," into

latin verfe, of which many fragments are dill extant ; and pub-
liflied alfo an original poem of the heroic kind, in honour of
his countryman C. Marius. This was much admired and oftea

read by Atticus j and old Sccevola was fo pleafed with it, that

in the epigram, which he feems to have made upon it, he de-

clares, that it would live as long as the roman name and learn-

ing fiibfiiled. Some have been ready to think, that Cicero's

poetical genius would not have been inferior to his oratorial, if

it had been cultivated with the fame diligence : but this per-

haps we fliall do well to attribute to that fondnefs for a favour-

ite chara6ler, which will not fuffer us to deny it any pefedtion

or accomplifliment. " Non omnes poffumus omnia," is a truth

which may be applied to the greatefl genius that ever was born j

and which, if it had been confidered a little more than it has

been, woukl have prevented many even of uncommon abilities,

from making themfelves ridiculous, by pretending to qualities

which they have not pofleffed. There feems to have been
fomething in Cicero too copious and exuberant, ever to have
fubmitted to that difcipline and corre£lnefs which poetry re-

quires -, and though he is faid to have had the honour of cor-

recting Lucretius's poem, yet it is certain, that all his own pro-
duclions in this way were entirely eclipfed by thofe of the fuc-

ceeding generation, and treated even with fome degree of con-
tempt.

The peace of Rome being nov/ diflurbed by a domellic war,
which writers call the Italic, Social, or Marfic ; Cicero took
the opportunity of making a campaign, and ferved as a volun-
teer under Sylla. For though he had not much of the warlike
in his make, and therefore, as we may fuppofe, would not be
urged very powerfully by his natural inclination into fuch fort

of fcenes, yet even thofe, who applied themfelves to the peace-
ful ftudies, and the management of civil affairs at Rome, were
obliged to acquire a com.petent Ihare of military Iklil, for the
fake of governing provinces and comm.anding armies, to which
they all fucceeded of courfe from the adminiltration of the great
offices of (late. Cicero's attention anil pains however were chiefljr

employed in improving himfelf in thofe ftudies, which conduced
to perfe(£l: him in the arts of peace. He was conftant in his at-

tendance upon orators and phiiofophers j refumed his oratorial

B « ftudie?



4 CICERO.
fludies under Molo the Rhodian, vt^ho was one of the princi-

pal orators of that age ; and is fuppofed to have written thofe

rhetorical pieces on the fubje£l of invention, which he after-

wards condemned, and retracted in his advanced age, as un-

worthy of his maturer judgement. He became the fcholar of

Philo the academic ; ftudied logic with Diodorus the ftoic

;

and declaimed daily in latin and greek with his fellow ftudents

M. Pifo and Q^ Pompeius, v/ho were a little older than him-
felf, and with whom he had contracted an intimate friendfhip.

•And that he might neglect nothing which could any ways con-

tribute to his perfeCuion, he fpent the intervals of his leifure in

the company of l.idies -, fuch at leaft, as were remarkable for

their politenefs and knowledge of the fine arts : in which he

fiiould be imitated and followed by the learned and philofophers

of every age •, fuch fort of converfe being indeed the bed, 1 had

almoft faid, the only means of reforming that pedantry, and

brufliing off that ruft which men are apt to contract from a life

of folitude and lludy.

Cicero had now run through all that courfe of difcipline,

which he lays down as riecelTiiry to form the complete orator

;

and perfectly accompliflied, he offered himfelf to the bar at the

age of 26 j he undertakes the caufe of P. QuinCtius, and de-

fer»ds S. Rofcius of Ameria, in a manner which gained him
the applaufe of the whole city— the fame age, as the learned

have obferved, in which Demollhenes firft began to diftinguilh

himfelf in Athens •, as if, in thefe geniufes of the 'firft magni-

tude, that was the proper feafon of blooming towards maturity.

He was 28 years old, when he fet forward upon his tra-

vels to Greece and Afia ; the fafliionable tour of all thofe,

who travelled either for curiofity or improvement. His firO:

vifit was to Athens, the capital feat of arts and fciences ; where

}ie met with his fchool-fellow T. Pomponius, who, from his

love to Athens, and his fpending a great part of his days In it,

obtained the furname of Atticus : and here they revived and

contirmcd that memorable friendfhip which fubfifted between

them through life, with fo celebrated a conftancy and affection.

From Athens he palfed into Afia, and after an excurfion of

tw^o years, came back again to Italy. This voyage of Cicero

feems to be the only fcheme and pattern of travelling, from

which any real benefit Is to be expedted. He did not ftir abroad

till he had completed his education at home ; for nothing can

be more pernicious to a nation, than the neceffity of a foreign

one. He had acquired In his own country whatever v.-as proper

to form a worthv citizen and magifirate ; and therefore went,

confirmed by a maturity of age and reafon againft the imprefhons

of vice, not fo much to learn, as to polifli what he had learned,

by vifiting thofe places where arts and fciences flgurifiied in their

greateft
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c^rcateft perfe£l'ion ; and he ftaid no where any longer than his

benefit, not his pleafure, detained him. Hence at length he

returned, poflelled of every accoi-nphfhment, which couM im-

prove and adorn a man of fenfe.

Cicero was now arrived at Rome, and after one year more

fpent at the bar, obtained in the next place the dignity of quxf-

tor. Among the caufos which he pleaded before his quxftor-

{hip was that of the famous comedian Rofcius, w-hom^ a lin-

gular merit in his art had recommended to the familiarity and

friendlhip of the greateft men in Rome. The qusediors were

the general receivers or trcafurers of the republic, and were

fent annually into the provinces diftributed to them, as they

always were, by lot. I'he ifland of Sicily happened to fall to

Cicero's fliare •, and that part of it, for it was thought confider-

able enough to be divided into two provinces, which was called

Lilybxum. This ollicc lie received not as a gift, but a truft ;

and he acquitted himfelf .fo extremely well in it, that he

gained the love and admiration of all the Sicilians. In the

hours of leifure from his provincial affairs he employed him-

felf very diligently, as he ufed to do at Rome, in his rhetorical

(ladies. Before he left Sicily, he made the tour of the ifland

to fee every thing in it that was curious, and efpccially the

city of Syracufe ; where he difoovered the tomb of Archimedes

to the magiftrates who were fhewing him the curiofities of the

place, but who, to his furprife, knew nothing at all of any fuch

tomb. He came away from Sicily, highly pleafed with the

fuccefs of his adminidration, and flattering himfelf that all

Rome was celebrating his praifes, and that the people would

grant him whatever he fliould defire. In this imagination he

landed at Puteoli, a confiderable port adjoining to Baice, where

was a perpetual refort of the rich and great, as well for the

delights of its fituatlon, as the ufe of its baths and hot w^aters.

But here, as he himfelf pleafantly tells the (lory, he was not a

little mortified by the firft friend he met: who afked him,
*' how long he had left Rome, and what news there ? when
he anfwered, that he came from the provinces : From Afric,

I fuppofe, fays another : and upon his replying with fome in-

dignation, No, I come from Sicily ; a third, who flood by, and

had a mind to be thought wifer, faid prefently. How ! did not

YOU know that Cicero was quxftor of Syracufe ? Upon which,

perceiving it in vain to be angry, he fell into the humour of

the place, and made himfelf one'of the company w^ho came to

the waters."

We have no account of the preclfe time of Cicero*s mar-
riage with Terentia, but it is fuppofed to have been celebrated

immediately after his return from his travels to Italy, w^hen he

was about -^o years old. He was r.ow difeugaged from his

B 3
cmxU



6 CICERO,
qufeftorfhip in Sicily, by which firft ftfep in the legal afcent and
gradation of public honours he had gained an immediate right

to the fenate, and an actual admiflion into it during life ; and
fettled again in Rome, where he employed himfelf conflantly

in defending the perfons and properties of its citizens, and was
indeed a general patron. Five years were almoft elapfed, fince

Cicero's eledion to the qujeftorfhip, which was the proper in-

terval prefcribed by law, before he could hold the next office of
aedile j to which he was now, in his 37th yeai", elected by the

unanimous fuffrage of all the tribes, and preferably to all his

competitors. After Cicero's eledion to the sedileflup, but
before his entrance into the office, he undertook the famed pro-
fecution of C. Verres, the late prsetor of Sici|y ; who was charg-
ed with piany flagrant a<fls of injuftice, rapiiie, and cruelty, dur-
ing his triennial government of that ifland. This was one of
the mod memorable tranfaftio'ns of his life ; for which he was
greatly and juftly celebrated by antiquity, and for which he
will in all ages be admired and efteemed by the friends of man-
kind. The public adminiftration was at that time, in every
branch of it, moll infamoufly corrupt. The great, exhaufted

by their luxury and vices, made no other ufe of their govern^
ments, than to enrich themfelves in the fpoils of the foreign

provinces. Their bufmefs M^as to> extort money abroad, that

they might purchafe offices at home •, and to plunder the allies

in order to corrupt the citizens. The opprefled in the mean
•while found it in vain to feek relief at Rome, where there was
none who caved either to impeach or condemn a noble crimi-

nal J the deciiion of ail trials being in the hands of men of the

fame condition, who were ufually involved in the fame crimes,

and openly proflituted their judgement on thefe occafions for

favour or a bribe : fo that the profecution of Verres was both

feafonabie and popular, as it was likely to give fome check to

the oppreffions of the nobility, as well as comfort and relief to

the diftrefled fubjefts. Cicero had no fooner agreed to under-

take itj than an unexpected rival ftarted up, one Q^Ca^cilius,

;a Sicilian by birth, who had been quaeftor to Verres; and by 3

pretence of perfonal injuries received from him, and a particular

knowledge of his crimes, claimed a preference to Cicero in

the ia£k of accufing him, or at Icail to bear a joitit fhare with

him. But this pretended enemy was in reality a fecret friend,

coiployed by Verres himfelf to get the caufe into his hands in

order to betray it t but on the firfl hearing Cicero eaiily fhook

off this weak antagonift, rallying his charader and pretenfipns

With a great deal of wit and humour, a? we, may fee in the

oration which is yet extant, and called *f Divinatio ;" becaufe

here the judges, without the help of witnefies, were to divine,

as it were, what was fit to be done.
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This previous point being fettled In favour of Cicero, iiQ

':J^':^i s^ac L td'S-:.°a, «uh which, ,.i, *=

?u7peae1 a ft ng'c bal formed .o prolong the affair by all

from the very recital of the depofitions, fo confounded Hor-

^ daX -ithout ^.peAlng the fe.uence, <o a vc un.ary ex,I;

^here he lived many years, f°'g«*-".='"V;f,',^
'

^''if„,b «

S":o hUTeS .t>- orede^tr:iT/h.t,^"»e^

'"ito ':he^i";:Ja;ion a U..^^^, he >oft H;.s coufin E

Tirero the late companion of his journey to ^icily, "Hole

SX;-S the more .luueky to hhn^t this junaure, becaufe
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he wanted his help in making interell for the prsetorfhip, for

which he now ofFered himfelf a candickte, after the ufual in-

terval of two years from the time of his being chofen aedile.

However, fuch was the people's affection and regard for him,
that in three different aflemblies convened for the choice of
prators, two of which were diffolved without effe£l, he was
declared every time the firlt prsetor, by the fuffrages of all the

centuries. This year a law was propofed by Manilius, one of

the tribunes, that Pompey, who was then in Cilicia, extinguifh-

ing the remains of the piratic war, (hould have the government
of Afia added to his commiffion, with the command of the

mithridatic war, and of all the roman armies in thofe parts.

Cicero fupported this law with all his eloquence in a fpeech

ftill extant, from the roftra, which he never mounted till this

occafion ; where, in difplaying the chara6ler of Pompey, he
draws the picfture of a confumlnate general, with all the ftrength

and beauty of colours which words can give. He was now
in the career of his fortunes, and in fight as it were of the

confulfhip, the grand object of his ambition ; and therefore,

when his praetorfnip was at an end, he would not accept any
iOreign province, the ufual reward of that- magiftracy, and the

chief fruit which the generality propofed from it. He had no
particular love for money, nor genius for arms, fo that thofe

governments had no charms for him : the glory which he pur-

fued was to (hine in the eyes of the city, as the guardian of its

law?, and to teach the magiftrates how to execute, and the

citizens how to obey them.

It is remarkable of Cicero, that amidft all the hurry and noife

in which ambition had engaged him, he never negle£fed in the

3eaft thofe arts and ftudies in which he had been educated, but

paid a conflant attention to every thing which deferved the no-

tice of a fcholar and a man of tafte. Even at this very junc-

ture, though he was entirely taken up in fuing for the conful-

ihip, he could find time to write to Atticus about ftatues and

bocks. At;tiv:us refided many years at Athens, which gave Ci-

cero an opportunity of employing him to buy a great number
of ftatues, for the ornament of his feveral villas ; especially that

at Tufculum, in which he took the greateft pleafure, for its

delightful fituation in the neighbourhood of Rome, and the

convenience of an eafy retreat from the hurry and fatigues of

the city. Here he had built feveral rooms and galleries, in imi-

tation of the fchools and porticos of Athens ; which he called

likewife by their attic names of the academy and gymnafium,

and defigned for the fame ufe of philofophical conferences with

his learned friends- He had given Atticus a general commif-

fion to purchafe for him any piece of grecian art or fculpture,

which w;is elegant and curious, efpecially of the literary kind,
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or proper for the furniture of his academy ; which Atticus ex-

ecuted to his great fatisfadion, and fent him at different times

feveral cargos of ftatues, which arrived fafe, as he tells us, at

the port of Cajeta, near to his Formian villa. Nor was he lefs

eager of making a colle£lion of greek books, and forming a li-

brary, by the fame opportunity of Atticus's help. This was
Atticus's own paflion •, who, having free accefs to all the libra-

ries of Athens, was employing his flaves in copying the works
of their bell writers, not only for his own ufe, but for fale alfo,

and the common profit both of tlie Have and mailer. For
Atticus was remarkable above all men of his rank for a family

of learned (laves, having fcarce a footboy in his houfe who was
not trained both to read and -write for him. By this advantage

he had made a very large colle£lion of choice and curious books,

and fignified to Cicero his defign of felling them ; yet feems to

have intimated withal, that he expe6led a larger fum for them,

than Cicero could eafily fpare ; which gave occafion to Cicero

to beg of him in feveral letters to referve tlie whole number for

him, till he could raife money enough for the purchafe.

Cicero being now in his 43d year, the proper age required

by law, declared himfelf a candidate for the confullhip along

with fix competitors, L Sulpicius Cialba, L. Sergius Catilina,

C. Antonius, L. Calhus Longinus, Q^ (Sornificius, C. Licinius

Sacerdos. The two firll were patricians, the two next plebei-

ans, yet noble ; the two lall the fons of fathers, who had firfb

imported the public honours into their families : Cicero was the

only new man, as he was called, arnongft them, or one born of

equeflrian rank. Thefe were the competitors ; and in this

competition the practice of bribing was carried on as openly and
as fhamefully by Antonius and Catiline, as It ufually is at our
eleclions here in England : fo openly, in (hort, that the fenatc

attempted, though unfuccefsfully, to give fome check to it by
a new and more vigorous law. liowever, as the ele£lion ap-
proached, Cicero's intereft appeared to be fuperior to that of all

the candidates ; for the nobles themfelves, though always envi-

ous and defirous to deprefs him, yet out of regard to the dan-
gers which threatened the city from many quarters, and feemed
ready to burft out into a flame, began to think him the only man
qualified to preferve the republic, and break the cabals of the

defperate by the vigour and prudence of his adminlftration

:

** for in cafes of danger," as Salluft obferves, " pride and envy
naturally fubfide, and yield the poll of honour to virtue." The
method of chooGng confuls was not by an open vote, but by a

Kind of ballot, or little tickets of wood diflributed to the citi-

zens with the names of the feveral candidates feverally infcribed

upon each : but in Cicero's cafe the people were not content

%yith this fecret and filent way, but before they came to any
fcrutiny.
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fcrutiny, loudly and unjverfally proclaimed Cicero the firft

conful j fo that, as he himfelf fays, " he was not chofen by the

votes of particular citizens, but the common fuflVage of the

city ; nor declared by the voice of the crier, but of the .vhoic

roman people." This year feveral alterations happened in his

own family. His father died ; his daughter Tuiiia was given

in marriage at the age of 13 to C. Pifo Frugi, a young noble-

man of great hopes, and one of the bed families in Rome j

and his fon was alio born in the fame year. iSo that, with the

higheft honour which the public could beftow, he received the

bigheft pleafure, which private life ordinarily admits, by the

birth of a fon and heir to his family-

His firfl care, after his eleclion to the confulflilp, was to

gain the confidence of Antonius, who was elected v.-ith him,
and to draw him from his old engagements to the intereils of

the republic ; being convinced, that all the fuccefs of his ad-

mJniltfation depended upon ir. He began therefore to tempt

binxby a kind of argument, which feldom fails of its effc^fl with

men of his chara£ler ; the offer of power to his ambition, and

Hioney to his pleafures. With thefc baits he caught him j and

a barcaiu was prefently agreed upon between them, that Anto-
nius ihould have the choice of the bell province, which \fas to

be affi^fted to them at t^Jie expiration of their year, «Having laid

this foundation for the laudable difcharge of his confulfhip, he
took poilelTion of it, as ufual, on the firft of January ; and had

no fooncr entered upon this high oflice, than he had occafion to

exert himfelf againil P. Servilius Rullus, one of the new tri^

bunes, who had been alarming the fenate whh the promulgation

of an agrarian law ; the purpofe of which was, to create a de-

cerpyirate, or ten commiilioners, with abfolute power for five

years over all the revenues of the republic, to diitrjbute them
3t pleafure to the citizens, &:c. Thefe laws ufed to be greedily

^received by the populace, and were propofed therefore by fao
tious raagiilrates, as oft as tliey had any point to carry with the

multitude againft the public good ; fo that Cicero's firit bufinefs

was to quiet the apprehennons of the city, and to baffle, if poft^

fible, the intrigues of the tribune. After routing him therefore

in the fenate, he purfucd him into his own dominion, the fo-

rum ; where, in an artful and elegant fpeech from the roftra, -

he gave fuch a turn to the inclination of the people, that they

reje£led this law with as much eagernefs, as they had ever be-

|"ore received one. Tiiis alarm being over, another accident

broke out, occafioned by the publication of a law of L. Otho,

for the ailignmentof cliiilncl feats in the theatres to the ecjuef-^

ttian order, who ufed before to fit promifcuoully with the po^

pulace. But this highly offended the people, who could not

s3igeft the indignity of bcin^ thnift fp far b^ick frcm their diver-

Cons •,
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fions ; and might have endangered the peace of the city, If the

ef^efts of it had not been prevented by the authority of Ci-

cero.

The next tranfacl^ion of moment, In which he was engaged,

was the defence of C. Rabirius, an aged fenator, in whofe fa-

vour there is an oration of his ftill extant. But the grand affair

of all which conitituted the glory of his confuKhip, and has

tranfmitted his name with fuch luftre to pofterity, was the

fkill he fliewed, and the unwearied pains he took in fuppreffing

that horrid confpiracy, which was formed by Catiline and his

accomplices, for the fubverfion of the commonwealth. Cati-

line was now renewing his efforts for the confulfhip with greater

vigour than ever, and by fuch open methods of bribery, that

Cicero publKhed a new law againit it, with the additional pe-

nalty of a ten years exile. Catiline, M'ho knew the law to be

levelled at himfelf, formed a defign to kill Cicero, with fome
other chiefs of the fenate on the day of elctlion, which was ap-

pointed for October 20. But Cicero gave information of it to

the fenate the day before, upon which the eleftion was deferred,

that they might have time to deliberate on an affair of fo great

importance : and the day following, in a full houfe, he called

upon Catiline to clear himfelf of this charge; where, without

denying or excufmg it, he bluntly told them, that " there were
two bodies in the republic," meaning the fenate and the people,
*' the one of them infirm with a weak head ; the other firm

without a head; which lafl had fo well defervcd of him, that it

fhould never want a head while he liv^ed.' He had made a de-

claration of the fame kind, and in the fame place, a few days be-

fore, when, upon Cato's threatening him with an impeachment,
he fiercely replied, that, '* if any flame {hould be excited in

his fortunes, he would extinguiih it, not with water, but a ge-

neral- ruin." Thefe declarations ftartled the fenate, and con-
vinced them, that nothing but a defperate confpiracy, ripe for

execution, could infpire fo daring an afTurance : fo that they

proceeded imm.ediately to that decree, which was the ufual re-

fuge in^U cafes of imminent danger, " of ordering the con-

suls to take care that the republic received no harm."

Catiline, repulfed a fecond time from the confulfhip, and
breathing nothing but revenge, was now eager and impatient

to execute his grand plot. He called a council therefore of all

the confpirators, to fettle the plan of the work, and divide the

parts.of it among themfelves, and fix a proper day for the exe-

cution. The number of their chiefs was ' above ^35 ; partly

of the fenatorian, partly of the equeflria.n order : the fenators^

were P. Cornelius Lentulus, C. Cethegus, P. Autrohius, L. Caf- 1

^us--Longinus, P. Sylla, Serv. Sylia, L. Varguntelus, (^Curius,

Q^Annius, M. Porcius Lecca, JU- Eeftia. At a meeting of thefe



10, CICERO.
it was refolved that a general mfurre6lion fhould be ralfed

through Italy, the different parts of which were ailigned to

different leaders : that Rome Ihould be fired in many places at

cnce, and a maffacre begun at the fame time of the whole fe-

rrate and all their enemies ; that in the confternation of the iirc

and maffacre, Catiline fhould be ready with his tufcan anny,
to take the benefit of the public confufion, and make himfelf

mafter of the city : where Lentulus in the mean time, as firft

in dignity, was to prefide in their general councils ; Caffms to

manage the affair of firing it : Cethegus to direft the maffacre.

But the vigilance of Cicero being the chief obflacle to all their

hopes, Catiline was very defirous to fee him taken off, before

he left Rome : upon which two knights of the company un-
dertook to kill him the next morning in his bed, in an early vifit

on pretence of bufmefs. They were both of his acquaintance,

and ufed to frequent his houfe •, .and knowing his cuftom of giv-

ing free accefs to all, made no doubt of being readily admitted,

as one of the two afterwavds confefied. But the meeting was
Ro fooner over, than Cicero had information of all that pafled

in it ; for by the intrigues of a woman named Fuivia, he had
^^ained over Curius her gallant, one of the confpirators of fena-

torian rank, to fend him a puiiciual account of all their delibe-

rations. He prefently imparled his intelligence to fome of the

chiefs of the city, who were aOcmbled that evening, as ufual,

-at his houfe ; informing them not only of tlie delign, but nam-
ing the men who were to execute it, and the very hour when
they would be at his gate. All which fell out exactly as he
foretold ; for the two knights came before bi-eak of day, but

had the mortification to find the houfe well guarded, and all ad-

r,nttance refufed to tl:em.

This was the flate of the confpiracy, when Cicero delivered

the firft of thofe four fpeechcs, which were fpoken upon the

occafion of it, and are Hill extant. The meeting of the con-

fpirators was on November 6, in tlie evening ; and on the 8th

he fuoxmoned the fenate to the temple of Jupiter in the capitol,

where it was not ufually held but in times of public alarm. Ca-

tiline himfelf, though his fchemes were not only fufpeded, but

actually difcovered, had the confidence to come to this very

meeting ; which fo (hocked the whole alfembly, that none of his

acquaintance durit venture to falute him ; and the confular fe-

nators quitted that part of tJie houfe in which he fat, and left

the whole clear to him. Cicero was fo provoked by his impu-

dence, that inflead of entering upon any buiinefs, as he de-

'figned, addrelfmg himfelf diredly to Catiline, he broke out

into a mofl fevere inveclivc againll him •, and wilh all the fire

and force of an inccnfed eloquence, laid open the whole courfe

of his vUlanies, and the ngtoricty cf liis trcafuns. CauHnr,
ailonifhed.
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aflonifhed by the thunder of his fpeech, had little to fay for

himfelf in anfwer to it : but as foou as he was got home, and
began to reflect on what had pafled, perceiving it in vain to dif-

femble any longer, he refolved to enter into a£lion immediately,

before the troops of the republic were increafed, or any new-

levies made : fo that after a fliort conference with Lentulus,

Ccthegus, and the reft, about what had been concerted at the

lait meeting, and promifuig a fpeedy return at the head of a
llrong army, he left Rome that very night with a fmall retinue,

and made the bell of his way to Manlius's camp in Etruria

;

upon w^hich he and Manlius were both declared public enemie*
by the fenate.

In the midft of all tliis hurry, and foon after Catiline's flight,

Cicero found Icifure, according to his cuftom, to defend L.
Murxna, one of the confuls eledt, who was now brought to a

trial for bribery and corruption. Cato had declared in the fe-

nate, that lie would try tlie force of Cicero's late law upon one
of the confular candidates ; and he was joined in the accufatloii

by one of tlie difappointcd candidates, S. Sulpiclus, a perfon

of diftinguilhed woith and charader, and the molt celebrated

lawyer of the age ; for wliofe fervice, and at whofe inftance,

Cicero's law againft bribery was chiefly provided. Mursena
was utianimoufly acquitted : but who can fee without fome fur-

prife, perfons fo attached to each other, engaged in the fame
caufe on oppoiite fides ? Cicero had a flricl: intimacy all this

v/hile with Sulpicius, whom he had ferved with all his intereft

in this very conreft for the confuhhip. He had a great friend-

(hip alfo witli Cato» and tlie highelt citeem of his integrity.

Yet he not only defended this caufe againit them both, but, to

take off the prejudice of their auriioritv, laboured even to

make them ridiculous ; rallying the profeiPion of Sulpicius a5

trilling and contemptible, the principles of Cato as abfurd and
impradlcable, with fo much humour and wit, that he made the

whole audieTice very merry, and forced Cato to cry out, *' what
a facetious conful liave we !'' lint what deferves great atten-

tion, the oppofitlon of thefe eminent men, in an affair fo in-

terefting, gave no fort of interruption to their friendftiip, which
continued as firm as ever to the end of their lives ; and Cicero,

who lived the longeft of them, {hewed the real value that he
had for them both after their deaths, by procuring public ho-
nours for the one, and writing the life and prail'es of the other.

This was a greatnefs of mind truly noble, and fuitable to the
dignity of the perfons : not to be fhcckcd by the particular op.,

pofitlon of thuir friend^., when their genera! views on both fides

were laudable and virtuous. The exarriples of this kind will be
more or l-f-. frequent in ftates, in proportion as the public good
happens t9 be the ruling pfincipls; for that is a bond of union

too



14 CICERO.
too firm to be broken by any little differences about the mea*
fures of pui-fuing it. But where private ambition and party

seal have the afcendant, there every oppofition muft neceffarily

create animofity } as it obftrufts the acquifition of that good,

which is confidered as the chief end of life, private benefit and
advantage.

But to return to the affair of the confpiracy. Lentulus, and
the refl, who were left in the city, were propofing all things

for the execution of their grand defign, and foliciting men of

all ranks, who feemed likely to favour their caufe, or be of any
ufe to it. Among the refl they agreed to make an attempt up-

on the ambaffadors of the Allobroges ; a warlike, mutinous,

faithlefs people, inhabiting the countries now called Savoy and
Dauphiny, greatly difaffe6ted to the roman power, and already

ripe for rebellion. 1 hcfe ambafladors, who were preparing to

return home, much out of humour Math the fenate, and with-

out any redrefs of the grievances they were fent to complain of,

received the propcfal at firil very greedily; but refiefling after-

wards on the difhculry of the enterprife, and the danger of in-

volving themfelves and their country in fo defperate a caufe, they

refolved to difcover what they knew to Q^ Fabius Sanga, the

patron of their city, who immediately gave intelligence of it to

the conful. Cicero's inftruc^tions upon it were, that the am-
bailadors Ihould continue to feign the fame zeal which they had
hitherto ifjewn, and promilfe every thing that was required of

them, till they had got a full infight into the intent of the plot,

with diftincl proofs againil the particular acStors in it : and that

then matters fliould be fo contrived, that, upon their leaving

Rome in the night, they fliould be arrefted witli their papers

and letters about them. All this was fuccefsfully executed, and

the whole company brought prifoners to Cicero's houfe by break

of day. Cicero fummoned the fenate to meet immediately, and

fent at the fam.e time for Gablnius, Statilius, Cethegus, and

Lentulus •, who all came prefently to his houfe, fufpetting no-

thing of the difcovery. VVitli them, and the ambafladors in

cuflody, he fet out to meet the fenate in the temple of concord :

and after he had given the affembly an account of the whole af-

fair, Vulturciu-,, one of the confpirators who was taken with

the ambafladors, was called in to be examioed feparately ; who
foon confeffed, that be had letters and inftructions from Len-

tulus to Catiline, to prefs him to accept tlie aififlance of the

Haves, and to lead his army with all expedition towards Rome,
to the intent that when it (Ifould be fet on Rre in different placcs>

and the general maflacrc begun, he might be at hand to inter-

cept thofe who efcaped, and juin with his friends in the city.

The ambaffadors were examined next; who declared, that they

had received letters to their nation from Lentulus, Cethegus,

and
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tnd Statilius. Thefe letters were produced and read, wliich (o

dcjciiied and confounded che confpirators, that they had nothing

to fay. After the cviminals were withdrawn and committed to

clofe cuftodv, the fenatc went into a debate upon the flate of the

republic ; and can:?e unanimoully to the following refolutioa

among others, tluit public thanks Ihould be decreed to Cicero in

the an'.pleil i-ftiuiner -, by whole virtue, council, and providence,

the republic v*'af. delivered from the greateft dangers. Cicero

however thouj^hc it prudent, ia the prefent unfettled flate ot*

the city, to bring this affair to a conclufion as foon as might be ;

and therefore brought the queltion of their punifhment without

farther delay before the fenate, wliich he fummoned for that

purpofe the next morning. The debate was of great delicacy

and importance ; to decide upon the lives of citizens of the firft

rank. Capital punlflmients were rare and ever odious in Rome,
whole laws.were of all others the leaft fanguinary ; banifliment,

with conhrcatiou of goods, being the ordinary punlfliment for

the greaufl crimes. As foon therefore as he had moved the

queltion, what was to be done with the confpirators i Silanus,

tlie conful eleci, being called upon to fpeak the firft, advifed,

that thofe who were then in cuilody, with the reft who fhould

afterwards be taken, fhould all be put to death. To this alt

who fpoke after him readily alTeilted, till it came to J. Csefar,

then prvctor elect, who, in an elegant and ela-borate fpeech,
*' treated that opinion, not as cruel ; fince death, he faid, was
not a punlfliment, but relief to the miferable ; but as new and
illegal, and contrary to the conflitution of the republic." He
therefore gave it as his opinion, that the eflates of the confpira-

tors fliould be conflfcated, and their perfons ciofely confined in

the ftrong towns of Italy. Thefe two contrary opinions being
propofed, the next queflion was, which of them fhould take

place : Ca^far's had made a great imprelBou on the aiTembly,

and Cicero's friends were going forwardly into it, when Cicero
rofe up, and made his fourth fpeech, which nowremains on the
fubjet^ of this tranfafHon : which fpeech had the defired efFe<Sl:,

and turned the fcale in favour of Siianus's opinion. The vote

was no fooner pafTed, than Cicero refolved to put It in execu-
tion, left the night, which was coming on, fliould produce any-

new difturbance. He w^ent therefore from the fenate, attended
by a riumerous guard; and taking Lentulus from his cuftody,

conveyed him through the forum to the common prifon, where
he delivered him to the executioners, vjho prefently ftrangled

him. The other confpirators, Cethegus, Statilius, and Ga-
binius, were conduded to their execution by the pr-^tors, and
put to death in the fame manner. Catiline in the mean time
had been In a condition to make a ftouttr refidance than tlicy

imagined ; having filled up his troops to the liumbar of two le-

gions,
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gions, or about 12,000 fighting men; but when the fatal ac^

count came of the death of Lentulus and the reft, the face of
his affairs began to change, and his army to dwindle apace, by
the defertion of thofe whom hopes of vidory and plunder had
invited to his camp. And after many fruitlefs attempts to ef-

cape into Gaul by long marches and private roads through the

Apennines, he was forced at length to a battle ; in which, after

a fliarp and bloody acSlion, he and all his army were entirely de-

llroyed. Thus ended this famed confpiracy : and Cicero, for

the great part he a<lled in the fuppreffion of it, was honoured
with the glorious title of Pater Patriae, which he retained for a

longtime after :
" Hail thou," fays Pliny, " who wait firft fa-

luted the parent of thy country 1"

Cicero's adminiftration was now at an end, and nothing re-

mained but to refign the confulfhip, according tocuftom, in an
ufi'embly of the people, and to«take the ufual oath of having dif-

charged it with fidelity ; which alfo was generally accompanied
with a fpeech from the expiring conful. He had mounted the

roftra, and was ready to perform this laft aft of his olhce, when
Metellus, one of the new tribunes, would not fufFer him to

fpeak, or to do any thing more, than barely take the oath :

declaring, that he who had put ciclzens to death unheard,

ought not to be permitted to fpeak for himfelf. Upon which
Cicero, who was never at a lofs, inftead of pronouncing the

ordinary form of an oath, exalting the tone of his voice, fwore
oi3t aloud, that he had laved the republic and city from ruin:

which the multitude below confirmed with an univerfal fliout,

and with one voice cried out, that what he had fworn was true.

However, he had no fooncr quitted his office, than he began to

feel the weight of that envy M'hich is the certain fruit of illuf-

trious merit. He was now therefore the common mark, not

only of all the factious, againll whom he had declared perpe-

tual war, but of another party not lefs dangerous, the envious

too : whofe united fpleen never left purfuing him from this

moment, till they had driven him out of that city, which he had
fo lately preferved. The tribune Metellus, as we have feen,

began the attack, and continued it by infulting and reviling him
in all his harangues, for putting citizens to death without a
trial ; in all which he was ftrenuoufly fupported by J. Caefar.

Cicero, upon the expiration of his confulfhip, took care to fend

a particular account of his whole adminiftration to Pompey,
%vho was finlflilng the mlthridatlc war in Afia •, in hopes to pre-

vent any wrong impreifion there, from the calumnies of his

enemies, and to draw from him fome public declaration in praife

of what he had been doing* Bur Pompey being informed by
Metellus and Caefar of the ill humour which was rifing againfl

Cicero in Rome, anfvvered him with great coldnefs, and, in-

ftead
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ftead of paving him any compliment, took no notice at all of.

what liad parted in the afPair of Catiline : upon which Cicero

expollulates with him in a letter, which is ftill extant.

About this time Cicero bought a houfe of M. Craflus on the

Palatine hill, adjoining to that in which he had always lived

with his father, and which he is now fuppofed to have given

up to his brother Quintus. The houfe coft him near 30,000!.

and feems to have been one of the noblefl: in Rome. It was

built about 30 years before, by the famous tribune M. Llvius

Drufas ; on which occafion we are told, that when the architect

promifcd to build it for him in fuch a mamier, that none of his

neighbours fhould overlook him :
" but if you have any fkill,"

replied Drufus, " contrive it rather fo, that all the world may
fee what I am doing." The purcbafe of fo expenfive a houfe

raifcd fome cenfure on his vanity, and efpecially as it was made
with borrowed money. This circumftance he himfelf does not

dillernble, but fays merrily upon it, that " he was now fo

plunged in debt, as to be ready for a plot, only that the confpi-

rators would not trufl him."

The.mod remarkable event that happened in this'year, which

was the 45th of Cicero's life, was the pollution of the myfteries

of the Bonn Dca by P. Clodius ; which, by an unhappy train

of CQufequences, involved Cicero in a great and unexpedled

calamity. Clodius had an intrigue with Ciefar's wife Pompeia,

who, according to annual cuflom, was now celebrating in her

houfe thofe awful facrifices of the goddefs, to \vhlch no male

creature ever was admitted; and where every thing mafcullne

was fofcrupuloufly excluded, that even pictures of that fort

were covered during the ceremony. It flattered Clodlus's ima-

gination greatly, to gain accefs to his miftrefs In the midft o£

her holy mv-iiltry \ and with this viev/ he drefied himfelf In a

woman's habit, that by the benefit of his fmooth face, and the

introduction of one of the maids, he might pafa without difco-

very : but by fome midake between him and his guide, he loft

his-way when he came within the houfe, and fell in unluckily

among the other female fervants.
.
Here he was detected by his

voice ; and the fervants alarmed the whole company by their

fhrieks, to the great amazement of the matrons, who threw a

veil over the facred myfteries, while Clodius found means to

efcape. The ftory was prefently fpread abroad, and raifed a

general fcandal and horror through the city. The whole de-

fence which Clodius made, when, by order of the fenate, he

was brought to a trial, was to prove himfelf abfent at the time

c5f the faci ; for which purpofe he produced men to fwear, that

he was then at Interamna, about two or three days journey

from the city. But Cicero being called upon to give his tefti-

rhony, depofed, that Glodlua had been with hinl that very morn-
VoL. IV. G ing
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ing at his houfe In Rome. Clodlus however was abfolved by

31 of the judges, while 25 only condemned him : and as Ci-

cero looked upon liimfelf to be particularly affronted by a fen-

tence given in flat contradiftion to his teilimony, fo he made
it: his bufmefs on all occafions to difplay the iniquity of it, and to

fting the feveral a6\ors of it with all the keennefs of his raillery.

About a year after Clodius, who had been contriving all the

while how to revenge himfelf on Cicero, began now to give an

opening to the fcheme which he had formed for that purpofe.

His proje(fl was to get himfelf chofen tribune, and in that office

to drive him put of the city, by the publication of a law, which
by fome flratagem or other he hoped to obtrude upon the people.

But as all patricians were incapable of the tribunate by its origi-

nal inftitution, fo his hrft ftep was to make himfelf a plebeian, by

the pretence of an adoption Into a plebeian houfe, which could

not yet be done without the fuffrage of the people. Ciefar was
at the bottom of the fcheme, and Pompey fecretly favoured It

:

not that they intended to ruin Cicero, but to keep him only un-

der the lafh ; and if they could not draw him into their mea-

fures, or make him. at lead fit quiet, to let Clodius ioofe upon
him. Cicero affefled to treat it with the contempt which It

feemed to deferve j fomctimes rallying Clodius with much plea-

fantry, fometimes admonifliing him with no lefs gravity. But

whatever face he put outwardly upon this affair, it gave him a

real uneafmefs within, and made him unite himfelf more clofely

with Pompey, for the benefit of his protection agalnft a ftorm,

which he law ready to break upon him.

The firll triumvirate, as it has commonly been called, was
now formed •, which was nothing elfe in reaUty but a traitorous

confpiracy of three of the mod powerful citizens of Rome,
to extort from their country by violence, what they could not

obtain by law. Pompey's chief motive was, to get his a£ls

confirmed by C^efar in his confuKhip, which was now coming
on : Ceefar's, by giving way to Pompey's glory, to advance his

own : and Craflus's, to gain that afcendancy by the authority

of Pompey and Caefar, which he could not fuftain alone. Ci-

cero might have made what terms he pleafed with the trium-

virate ; been admitted even a partner of their power, and a

fourth in their league : but he would not enter into any en-

gagements with the three, whofe union he and all the friends

of the repubUc abhorred. Clodius in the mean time had been

pufhing on the bufinefs of his adoption, which at lafl: he effected ;

and began foon after to threaten Cicero with all the terrors of

his tribunate, to which he was now chofen without any op.^

pofition. Cxfar's whole aim in this affair was to fubdue Ci-

cero's fpirit, and diftrefs him fo far, as to force him to a de-

pendence upon him : for which end, while he was privately en-

couraging
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couraglng Clodlus to purfue him, he was propofing expedients

to Cicero for his fecurity. But though his fortunes feemed now
to be in a tottering condition, and his enemies to gain ground

daily upon him, yet he was unwilling to owe the obligation of

Ills fafety to any man, and much more to Gxfar, whofe de-

figns he always fufpeded, and whofe meafures he never ap-

proved. This ftiffnefs in Cicero fo exafperated Cxfar, that he
refolved Immediately to affift Clodlus with all his power to op-

prefs him : Pompey all the while giving him the ftrongeft af-

iurances, confirmed by oaths and vows, that there was no dan-

ger, and that he would fooner be killed himfelf, than fufFer him
to be hurt. Clodlus In the mean time was obliging the people

with feveral new laws, contrived chiefly for their advantage;

the defign of all which was only to Introduce, with a better

grace, the ground-plot of the play, the banlfhment of Cicero

:

which was now diredlly attempted by a fpeclal law, Importing,

that whoever had taken the life of a citizen uncondemned and
without trial, (hould be prohibited from fire and water. Though
Cicero was not named, yet he was marked out by the law : his

crime was, the putting Catiline's accomplices to death ; which,

though not done by his fingle authority, but a general vote of

the fenate, was alleged to be Illegal, and contrary to the li-

berties of the people. Cicero finding himfelf thus reduced to

the condition of a criminal, changed his habit upon It, as was
ufual in the cafe of a public Impeachment ; which however was
an hally and inconfiderate ftep, and helped to precipitate his

ruin. He was not named In the law, nor perfonally affedled

with It : the terms of It were general and feemlngly juft, reach-

ing only to thofe who had taken the life of a citizen Illegally :

whether this was his cafe or not, was not the point in Iffue,

but to be the fubje£l of another trial. He was fenfible of lils

error, when it was too late j and oft reproaches Attlcus, that

being a byftander, and lefs heated in the game than himfelf, he

Ihould fuffer him to make fuch blunders. The tide however

bore hard againft him. Csefar, though he aiFected great mo-
deration, was fecretly his adverfary : Pompey, who had hitherto

given him the llrongeft afiurances of his friendfhip, began now,

as the plot ripened towards a crifis, to grov/ cool and referred,

and at laR flatly refufed to help him : while the Clodian fadion

treated his charadter and confulfhip v/Ith the utmofl derlfion,

and Clodius himfelf at the head of his mob contrived to meet

and Infult him at every turn ; reproaching him for his cowardice

and dejection, and throwing dirt and ftoncs at him. This be-

ing the ftate of affairs with him, he called a council of hi?

f-riends> with Intent to take his final refolutlon, agreeably to their

advice. The queftlon was, whether it was beft to ftay, and
defend himfelf by force, or to fave the effufion of blood by re-

C 2 treating
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treating till the florm fliould blow over. Some advifed thf

firft ; but Cato, and above all Hortenfms, v-armly urged th&

lalt: vi'hich concurring alio with Atticus's advice, as well as

the fears and entreaties of all his own family, made him refolve

to quit the field, to his enemies, and fubmit to a voluntary

exile.

As foon as it was known that Cicero was gone, Clodius filled

the forup.i with his band of ilaves and incendiaries, which he

called the roman people, though there was not one honell citi-

^euy or man of credit, amoiigft them ; and pablilhed.a law in

form againfl; him for putting citizens to death unheard and un-

condemned, and confirming his banifliment in the ufual terms

employed on fuch occafions. This law pafied without oppofi-

tion : and Clodius lofl no time in putting it in execution ; but

fell to work immediately in plundering, burning, and demolilh-

ing Cicero's houfes both in the city aiul tlie country, it can-

not be denied, that in this cafamity of his exile, he did not be-

have himielf with that firmnefs which might reafonably be ex-

pelled from one who had borne lb glorious a part in the re-

public j confcious of his integrity, and l"ufterif>g in the caufe of his

country : for his letters are generally filled with fuch lamentable

expreilions of grief and defpair, that his beft friends, and even

his wife, were forced to admonilh him fometimes, to roufe his

courage, and remember his former charafter, Atticus was con-

ftantly putting him in mind of it ; and fent him word of a re-

port that was brought to Rome by one of Craflus's freed men,

that his affliction had difordered his fenies. He was now i!i-

deed attacked in his v.'eakeil part ; the only place in which he

was vulnerable. To have been as great hi afflldliou as he was

in profperity, would have been a perfetlion not given to man :

yet this very weaknefs flowed from a fource, vi'hich rendered him
the more amiable in all the other parts cl life j and the fame

tendernefs of difpofition, which made him love his friends,

his children, his country, more paffionately than other men,

made him feel the lofs of tijem more fenfibly. When lie had

been gone a little more than two months, a motion was made
in the fenate by one of the tribunes, who was his friend, to re-

call him, and repeal the law of Clodius, to which the whole

houfe readily agreed. Many obftrudbions. as may eafily be ima-

gined, were given to it by the Clodian faction-, but this ir.ade the

fenate only the more relblute to efFe£t it. They palled a vote

therefore, that no other bufinefs fliould be done, till Cicero's re-

turn was carried j which at laft it Vv^as, and in fo fplendid and

triumphant a manner, that he had reafon, he fays, to fear, left

people Ihould imagine that he hinfelf had contrived his late

flight, for the fake of fo glorious a reftoration.

, "Ciceroj now in his 50th year, was reHored to his former dig-

5 «")>
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nity, and fonn nftcr to his former fortunes ; fatlsfafllon being

made to him for the ruin of his eftates and houfcs, which lail

M'ere buik up again by himfelf with more magnificence than be-

fore. But he had domedic grievances about this time, which

touched him very nearly, and whicii, as he fignifies obfcurely

to Atticus, were of too deUcate a nature to be explained by a

letter. They arofe chiefly from the petulant humour of his

v/ife, which began to give him frequent occafions of chagrin ;

and by a feries of repeated provocations confirmed him in that

fettled difgufl, which ended at laft in a divorce. As to his

public concerns, his chief point was how to fupport his former

authority in tlic city, which it was not eafy to do, when the go-

vernment of the republic was ufurped by the power and ambi-

tion of a few : and therefore, in (lead of the able ftatefman and

generous patriot, a light in which we have hitherto viewed him,

we find him acling a fubfervient part, and managing the trium-

virate, which could not be controuled, in the belt manner he

could for the public welfare. In the 56th year of his age he

v.'as fent into Afia, and obliged to affume a new chara<51:er^-

which he had never before fultained, of the governor of a pro-

vince and general of an army. Thefe preferments were, of all

others, the moft ardently defired by the great, for the advantages

they afforded both of acquiring power, and amaflnig wealth :

yet they had no charms for Cicero, but were indeed difa-

greeable to his temper, Vsdiich was not formed for military at-

chievements ; but to fit at the helm, and fhine in the adminiftra-

tion of the whole republic. However, he acquitted himfelf

nobly in adminifterlng the civil afl'airs of his province of Cilicia ;

where his whole care was to eafe the feveral cities and diftri£ls

of that exceffive load of debts, in which the avarice and ra-

pacioufnefs of former governors had involved them. Nor does

he feem, in military alKjirs, to have wanted either the courage

or condu£l of an experienced leader : for he played the general

fo well in the few expeditions in which he was concerned, that he

had the honour of a fuppiication decreed to him at Rome, and

was not without fome expectation even of a triumph.

As to the public news of the year, the grand affair that en-

gaged all people's thoughts, was the expectation of a breach be-

tween Csefar and Pompey, which feemed to be now unavoida-

ble. Craffus had been deftroyed with his army fome years ago

in the war with the Parthians j and Julia the daughter of C?efar,

whom Pompey married, and who, while fhe lived, was the ce-

ment of their union, was alfo dead in childbed. Casfar had
put an end to the gallic war, and reduced the whole province

to the roman yoke : but though his commiffion was near expiring,

he feemed to have no thouglits of giving it up, and returning to

the condition of a private fubject. He pretended, that he could

C 3 not;
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not poffibly be fafe, if he parted with his army ; efpecially

while Pompey held the province of Spain, which was prolonged

to him for five years. This difpofition to a breach, Cicero foon

learned from his friends, as he was returning from his province

of Cilicia. But as he forefaw the confequences of a war more
coolly and clearly than any of them, fo his firft refolution was
to apply all his endeavours and authority to the mediation of t

peace. He had not yet declared for either fide : not that he
was irrefolute which of them to choofe, for he was determined
within himfelf to follow Pom.pey ; but the difficulty was how
to ^Qt in the mean time towards Caefar, fo as to avoid taking

part in the previous decrees^ which were prepared againfh him,

for abrogating his command, and obliging him to difband his

forces on pain of being declared an enemy. Here he wifhed

to ftand neuter awhile, that tie might acl the mediator with a

better grace and eiFe£l:. In this difpofition he had an interview

with Pompey, who, finding him wholly bent on peace, contrived

to have a fecond conference with him before he reached the

city, in hopes to allay his fears, and beat him off from that vain

proje£l of an accommodation, which might help to cool the zeal

of his friends in the fenate. Cicero hov/ever would not ftill be

driven from it : the more he obferved the difpofition of both

parties, the more he perceived the neccflity of it. The honeft,

as they were called, were difunited among themfelves j many
qf them were diflatisfied with Pompey : all fierce and violent,

and denouncing nothing but ruin to their adverfaries. He
clearly forefaw, what he declared v.'ithout fcruple to his friends,

that which fide foever got the better, the war muft necellarily

end in a tyranny. The only difference, as he faid, was, that if

their enemies conquered, they fliould be profcribed ; if their

friends, be Haves.

He no fooner arrived at the city, however, than he fell, as

he tells us, into the very flame of civil difcord, and found the

war in efFeft proclaimed : for the fenate had juft voted a decree,

that Csefar fliould difmifs his army by a certain day, or be

declared an enemy ; and Cxfar's fudden march towards Rome
efteQually confirmed it. In the midft of all this hurry and

confufion, Cxfar was extremely folicitous about Cicero ; not fo

much to gain him, for that was not to be expedled, as to pre-

vail with hini to Hand neuter. He wrote to him feveral times

to that effedl, and employed all their common friends to prefs

him with letters on that head ; all which was done, but In

vain, for Cicero was impatient to be gone to Pompey. In the

mean time thefe letters give us a mofb fenfible proof of the

high efteem and credit in whieh Cicero flourifhed at this time

in Rome : when, in a conteft for empire, which force alone was

to decide, wc fee the chiefs en both fides fo follicitous to gain
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n man to their pnrty, who had no peculiar fkill in arms, or

talents for war. Puvfuing however the relult of all his delibera-

tions, he embarked at length to follow Pompey, who had been

obliged to quit Italy fome time before, and was then at l^yrrha-

chium ; and arrived fafcly in his camp with his fon, His bro-

ther, and his nephew, committing the fortunes of the whole
family to the iflue of that caufe. His perfonal affedion for thfe

man, preference of his caufe, the reproaches of the betteV

fort, who began to cenfure his tardinefs, and above all his gra-

titude for favours received, made him refolve at all adventures to

run after him. But as he entered into the war with reludanCe,

fo he found nothing in it but what increafed his difguft. He
difliked every thing which they had done, or defigned to do ; faw
nothing good amongft them but their caufe ; and that their own
councils would ruin them. He was diffatisfied viath Pompey's
management of the war from the beginning : he tells Atticus,

he knew him before to be no politician, and now perceived

him to be no general. In this difagreeable fituation he de-

clined all employment ; and finding his counfels wholly flight-

ed, refumed his ufual way of raillery, for he was a great jeiler,

and what he could not difluade by his authority, endeavoured

to make ridiculous by his jefts. When Pompey put him in

mind of his coming fo late to them :
" How can I come late,"

faid he, *' when I find nothing in readinefs among you ?" and
upon Pompey's aflcing him farcaftically, where his fon-in-laW

Dolabella was •,
" He is with your father-in-law," replied he.

To a perfon newly arrived from Italy, and informing him of a

ftrong report at Rome, that Pompey was blocked up by Csefar ;

" And you failed hither therefore," faid he, " that you might
fee it with your own eyes." By the frequency of thefe fplene-

fic jokes, he is faid to have provoked Pompey fo far as to tell

him, " I wifh you would go over to the other fide, that you
may begin to fear us."

After the battle of Pharfalia, in which Pompey was defeated,

Cicero returned to Italy, and was afterwards received into great

favour by C?efar •, who was now declared di£lator for the fecond

time, and Marc Antony his mafter of the horfe. We may
eafily imagine, what we find indeed from his letters, that he

was not a little difcompofed at the thoughts of an interview

with C^ifar, and the indignity of offering himfelf to a con-

queror, againft whom he had been in arms ; for though upon
many accounts he had reafon to exped a kind reception from
Caefar, yet he hardly thought his life, he fays, worth begging

;

fince what was given by a mafter, might always be taken away
again at pleafure. But at their meeting, he had no occafion to

fay or do any thing that was below his dignity : for Csefar no

iboner faw him than he alighted, and ran to embrace him,

C4 and
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and walked with Iilm alone, converfing very familiarly, for fe^

vcral furlongs. About the end of the year, Cajfar embarked
for Africa, to purfue the war againft the Pompeian generals

\vhc,,'afiifted by king Juba, held the pofieffion of that province

wjth'a vafl army: but while the general attention was employ-
.ed.irj the expe6taticn of fome decifive blow, Cicero, defpniring

jp{ any good from either fide, chofe to live retired, and out of

Xight ; and whether in the city or the country, fhut himfelf up
•yvith his books •;, wHich, as he often fays, " had hitberto been

,the diverfion only," but were now become the fupport of his life."

Tn this retreat he entered into a clofe friendfiiip and correfpon-

dence with M, Tercutius Varro, who is laid to have been

the mod learned of all the Romans; and wrote two of thofe

pieces upon orators and oratory, which are (lili extant in his

works.

He was now in his 61ft: year, and forced to part at lafl with

his wife Terentia ; whofe humour and conducl had long been

uneafy to him. This drew upon him fome cenfure, for put-

ting away a wife who had lived with him above qo years, the

faithful partner of his bed aiid fortunes, and the motner of twp
children extremely dear to him; and what gave his enemies

the greater handle to railly him was, his marrying a handfome
.young woman named Publilia, of an age difproportioned to his

own, and to whom he was guardian. But Terentia was a vi^o-

man of an imperious and turbulent fpirit : and though he had

borne her perverfenefs in the vigour of health and flourifliing

ftate of bis fortun.es : yet, in a declining life, foured by a con-

tinual fucceflion of mortifications from abroad, the want of

eafe and quiet at home was no longer tolerable to him.

C'xhv returned victorious from Africa about the end of Jul}"-,

by the way of Sardinia, where he fpentfome days : upon which

Cicero fays pleafantly in a letter to Varro, he had never feen

that farm of his before, which, though one of the worlb that

he has, he does not yet defpife. Some of Cicero's jells upon
'Csefar's adminiflration are ftill preferved ; v/hich fliew, that his

friends had reafon enough to admonlfli him to be ftill more

.'iupcn his guard. Csefar had advanced Laberiiis, a celebrated

mimic a6lor, to the order of knights ; but when he ftepped from

the ftage into the. theatre, to take his place on the equeftrian

Ijenches, none "of the knights would admit him to a feat amongil

_them. As he was marching off therefore with dlfgrace, hap-

pening to pafs near Cicero, " I would make room for you here,"

fays he, " on our bench, if we were not already too much
crowded :" alluding to Caefar's filling .up the fenate alfo with the

fcum of his creatures, and even with ftrangers and barbarians.

At another time being defired by a friend, in a public company,

to procure for his fon the rankof a fenator in one of the cor-
'^
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poTate towns of Italy, "He-: fliall have it," fliys he, " If yoa

pleafe, at Rome; but it will be diiBcult at Ponipcii-V An ac-

quaintance llkewifc from Laotlicea, coming to pay his .refpedls

to him, and being aLkcd whatbufinels had brought him to Rome,
faid, that he was fcnt upon an embafly to Cx-lar, to intercede with

him for the liberty of his country : upon which Cicero replied,

"If youfucceed, you ihall be an ambaflador aUb for us." C^efar,

on the other hand, though he knew his temper and prmciples

to be irreconcileable to his ufurped dominion, yet out of friend-

flilp to the man, and a reverence for his character, was deter-

mined to treat him with the greateft humanity, and by all

the marks of perfonal favour j which however Cicero never ufed

for any purpofes whatever, but to fcreen himfelf from any cala-

mity in the general mifery of the times, and to ferve thofe un-

happy men who were driven from their country and families,

for the adherence to that caufe which he himfelf had efpoufed.

Cicero was nov/ oppreffed by a new and moil crue. affiiclion,

the death of his beloved daughter Tuiiia ; who died in child-

bed, foon after her divorce from her third hufband Doiabella.

She was about 32 years old at the tim.e of her death ; and, by

the few hints which are left of her chara£ler, appears to have

been an excellent and admirable woman. She was mod af-

feclionately and pioufly obfervant of her father; and to the

ufual graces of her fex having added the more folid accom-
pliflmients of knowledge and polite letters, was qualified to be

the companion as well as the delight of his age ; and was
juftly elleemed not only as one of the bed, but the moft learned

of th^ roman ladies. His afflicSbion for the death of this daugh-

ter was fo great, that the philoibphers are faid to have come
from all parts to comfort him. But this can hardly be true,

except of thofe who lived in Rome, or in his own family ; for

his firfl: care was, to (liuii all company as much as he could, by
removing to Atticus's houfe, where he lived chiefly in his li-

brary, turning over every book he could meet with on the fub-

jetl of moderating grief, iiut finding his refidence here too

public, and a greater refort to him than he could bear, he re-

tired to Afturia, one of his feats near Antium, a little ifland oa
the latian fliore, at the mouth of a river of the fame name, co-

vered with woods and groves, cut out into fhady walks ; a fcene

of all others the fittcil .to indulge melancholy, and where he
could give a free courfe to his grief. " Here," fays he to At-
ricus, " 1 live without the fpeech of man ; every morning early

I hide myfelf in the thickeil of the wood, and never come out
till the evening. Next to yourfelf, nothing is fo dear to me as

this folitude ; and my whole converfation is with ray books."

Jndeed his whole time was employed in little elfe than reading

pnd writing, during Coefar's adminiftration, wliich he never

could
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could cheerfully fubmit to ; and it was witliin this period tliaii

he drew up fome of the graved of thofe philofophical pieces,

which are (till extailt in bis works.

After the death of Cxlar, by the confpiracy formed againU

him by Brutus and Caffius, Cicero became once more himfelf.

By this accident he was freed at once from all fubjeclion to a

fuperior, and all uneafinefs and indignity of managing a power,
ivhich every moment could opprefs him. He was without com-
petition the firft citizen in Rome, the firll in that credit and
authority both with the fcnate and people which great merit

and fervices will neceflarily give in a free city. The confpi-

rators confidered him as fuch, and reckoned upon him as their

fure friend ; for they had no fooner killed C'cclar in the fenate-

houfe, which Cicero tells us he had the pleafure to fee, than

Brutus, lifting up his bloody dagger, called out upon him by
name, to congratulate with him on the recovery of their liberty.

And when they all ran out prefentiy after into the forum with

the daggers in their hands, proclaiming liberty to the city, they

proclaimed at the fame time the name of Cicero. Hence An-
tony afterwards took a pretence of charging him in public with

being privy to the confpiracy, and the principal advifer of it.

Jt is evident indeed from feveral of his letters, that he had an
expe^latioij of fuch an attempt ; for he prophefied vei7 early,

that Csfar's reign could not laft fix months, but muft necef-

farily fall, either by violence, or of itfelf j nay farther, he hoped
to live to fee it. Yet it is certain, that he was not at all ac-

quainted with it : for though he had the ftricleft friendftiip

with the chief aclors, and they the greateft confidence in him,
yet his age, charafter, and dignity, rendered him entirely unfit

to bear a part in an attempt of that nature, and to embark
himfelf in an affair fo defperate, with a number of men,
who, excepting a few of the leaders, were all either too young
to be trufted, or, as he fays, too obfcure even to be known
by him.

But though Csefar's reign was now indeed fallen, yet Ci-

pero's hopes were all going to be difappointed : and though
the confpiracy had fucceeded againft; Cxfar, yet it drew after it

a train of confequences, which, in little more than a year, ended

in the deftru61:ion not only of the commonwealth, but of even

Cicero himfelf. The confpirators had formed no fcheme be-

yond the death of Ca^far ; but feemed to be as much furprifed

and amazed at what tliey had done, as the reft of the city was.

Their irrefolution and delays therefore gave Antony leifure to

recolleft himfelf, and to propofe and carry many things on the

pretence of public concord, of which he afterwards made a

moil; pernicious ufe ; amongft the chief of which may be

reckoned a degree for the confirmation of all Csfar's a6ts, and
for
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i'oT the allowance of a public funeral to Carfar, from which he

•took the opportunity of inflaming the foldiers and the populactr

to the difadvantage of the republican caufe ; and he luccceded

in it fo well, that Brutus and Caihus had then no fmali diih-

culty to defend their lives and houfcs from the violence of his

mob, and, with the reft of the confpirators,wercfoon after obliged

to quit Rome. Cicero alfo left Rome foon after Brutus and

CafTuis, not ?. little mortified to fee things take fo wrong a turn

by the indolence of his friends. In this retreat he had a mind
to make an excurfion to Greece, and pay a vifit to his fon,

whom he had fent about a year before to Athens, to ftudy

iinder the philofophers of that place, and particularly un-

der Cratippus, the chief of the peripatetic feiSl, In the mean
time he had frequent meetings and conferences with his old

friends of the oppofite party, the late miniilers of Caefar's

power; among whom were Hirtius Panfa, &c. There were
feveral reafons which made it neceffary to thcfe men to court

Cicero at this time as much as ever. For if the republic hap-

pened to recover itfelf, he was of all men the mod capable to

prote£l them on that fide : if not, the moft able to aflilt them
againft Antony, whofe defigns and fuccefs they dreaded ftiil

more ; and, if they muft have a new mafter, they were difpofed,

for the fake of Cxfar, to prefer his heir and nephew 0£tavius.

For this new aftor was now appearing upon the ftage ; and
though hitherto but little confidered, foon made the liril figure

upon it, and drew all people's eyes towards him. He had
been fent a few months before to Apollonia, there to wait for

his uncle on his way to the parthian war, in which he was to

attend him : but the news of Caefar's death foon brought him
back to Italy, to try what fortunes he could carve for himfelf,

by the credit of his new name, and the help of his uncle's friends.

Hirtius and Panfa were with Cicero at this time ; and they

prefented 0(il:avius to him, immediately upon his arrival, with
the ftrongefl; profeihons on the part of the young man, that he
would be governed entirely by his dire£lion. Indeed Cicero

thought it neceffary to cherifli and encourage Otlavius, if for

nothing elfe, yet to keep him at a diftance from Antony : but

could not yet be perfuaded to enter heartily into his affairs.

He fufpec"i:ed his youth and want of experience ; and that he
had not ftrength enough to deal with Antony ; and above all,

that he had no good difpofition towards the confpirators. He
thought it impoflible, he (hould ever be a friend to them ; and
was perfuaded rather, that if ever he got the upper hand,

his uncle's acls would be more violently enforced, and his

death more cruelly revenged, than by Antony himfelf. And
when Cicero did confcnt at laft to unite himfelf to Ocla-
vius'g interells, it was with no other view, but to arm

him
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him with a power fufficient to opprefs Antony, yet fo check-

ed and limited, that he {hould not be able to opprefs the

republic.

In the hurry of thefe politics, he was profecuting his ftuHies

ftill with his ufual application ; and befides fome philofophical

pieces, now finilhed his book of offices, or the duties of man,
for the ufe of his fon : a work admired by all fucceeding ap;es,

as the moil: perfect fyflem of heathen morality, and the nobleft

effort and fpecimen of what reafon could do towards guiding

man through life with innocence and happlnefs. However, he

paid a conflant attention to public affairs; miffed no oppor-

timities, but did every thing that human prudence could do

for the recovery of the republic : for all that vigour with which
it was making this laft effort for itfelf, was entirely owing to

his councils and authority. This appears from thofe memora-
ble Philippics, which from time to time he publiflied againft

Antony, as well as from other monuments of antiquity. But all

was in vain : for though Antony's army was entirely defeated

at the fiege of Modena, which madii mciny people imagine that

the war was at an end, and the liberty of Rome eftabllfhed

;

yet the death of the confuls Panfa and Hirtius in that adion,

gave the fatal blow to ail Cicero's fchemes, and was the im-

mediate caufe of the ruin of the republic. Octavius grew

more and more intraclable, being perfuaded they owed their

fafefy to him ; and every thing daily confpired to bring about

that dreadful linion of him with Lepidus and Antony, which

WIS formed fo foon after. Cicero had applied indeed to Bru-

tu'-. and Caffiiis over and over again, to come with their armies

to Italy, as the only means of faving the republic : but, after all

his repeated applications, neither of them feem.ed to have en-

tertained the leail thought of it. Yet notwithftanding the

pains that he was taking, and the glorious tlruggle he was making

in the fupport of expiring liberty, Brutus, who was naturally

peeviffi and querulous, being particularly chagrined by the un-

happy turn of affairs in Italy; and judging of councils by events,

was difpofed at Jafl to throw all the blame upon him. Hq
charged him chiefly, that by a profufion of honours on young

Caefar, he had infpired him with an ambition incompatible with

th^ fafety of the republic, and armed him with that power

which he was now employing to opprefs; it : whereas the truth

is, that by thefe honours Cicero did not intend to give Crefar

any new power, but to apply that which he had acquired by his

own vigour to the public fervice and the ruin of Antony ; in

which he fucceeded even beyond e.\pe£lation ; and would cer-

tainly have gained his end, had he not been prevented by acci-

dents which could not be forefeen. For it is evident from many

facls, that he \vas always jealous of Cxfar ; and inilead of in-.
~

•
• creafingj
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areafing, was contriving feme check to his authority ; till, by the

death of the confuls, he flipped out of his hands, and became

too ilrong to be managed by him any longer.

Oclavi'us had no fooner fettled the affairs of the city, and

fubdued the fenate to his mind, than he marched back towards

Gaul to meet Antony and l-epidus; who had already paffed

the Alps, and brought their armies into Italy, in order to have

a perfonal interview with him ; which had been privately con-

certed for fettling the terms of a triple league, and dividing

the pov.-er aud provinces of the empire amongft themfelves-

The place appointed for this interview, was a fmall illand

about two milts from Bcnonia, formed by the river Rhenus,

which runs 'near to that city. Here they met, and fpent

three days in a clofe conference, to adjuft the plan 6f their

accommodation : the fubftance of which was, that the three

fhouid be invelied jointly wich fupreme power for the term of

five years, with the title of triumvirs, for fettling the ftate of

the republic; that they fhould ad in all cafes by common
confent ; nominate the magiilrates and governors both at

home and abroad ; and determine all affairs relating to the pub-

lic by their fole will and pleafure, &c. The laft thing which-

they adjulled was, the lift of a profcription, which they were,

determined to make of their enemies. This, as the writers

tell us, occafioned much difficulty and warm contefts among
them; till -each in his turn confented to facrifice fome of his

bell friends to the revenge and refentment of his colleagues.

The v/hole lift is faid to have confifted of 300 fenators and 2000

knights ; all doomed to die for a crime the moft unpardonable

to tyrants, their adherence to the caufe of liberty. They re-

fcrved the publication of the general lift to their arrival at

Rome ; excepting only a few of the moft obnoxious, the

heads of the republican party, about 17 in all; the chief of

whom was Cicero : for Cicero's death was the natural effed of

t}»eir union, and a necefiary facrifice to the common intereft

of the three. Thofe who met to deftroy liberty, muft come de-

termined to deftroy him, fmce his authority was too great to

be fuffered in an, enemy; and experience had (hewn, that

nothing could make him a friend- to the oppreflbrs of his

country.

Cicero was at his tufculan villa when he firft received the

news of the profcription, and of his being included in it. It

was the defign bf the triumvirate to keep it a fecret, if pof-

fible, to the moment of execution ; in order to furprife thofe

whom they had deftined to deftrudion, before they were
aware of the danger, or had time to efcape. But fome of

Cicero's friends found means to give him early notice of it

;

upon which he fet forward prefeutly towards Afturia, the

neareft
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neareft; village which he hlad upon the fea ; where he embarked
in a veflel ready for him, with intent to tranfport himfelf di-

re£lly out of the reach of his enemies^ But the winds being

crofs and turbulent, and the fea wholly uneafy to him, after he
had failed about two leagues along the coaft, he landed at

Circseum, and fpent a night near that place in great anxiety and
irrefolution. The queflion was, what courfe he ftiould Iteer ;

and whether he fhould lly to Brutus or Caffius, or to S. Pom-
peius : but after all his deliberations, none of them, it is faid,

pleafed him fo much as the expedient of dying. So that, as

Plutarch fays, he had fome thoughts of returning to the city,

and killing himfelf in Csefar's houfe, in order to leave the

guilt and curfe of his blood upon Ctefar's perfidy and ingrati-

tude. But the importunity of his fervants prevailed with him
to fail forwards to Cajeta ; where he went again on fhore, to

repofe himfelf in his formian villa, about a mile from the coaft,

weary of his life and the fea j and declaring he would die in

that country which he had fo often faved. Here he flept

foundly for feveral hours ; though, as fome writers tell us, a

great number of crows were fluttering all the while, and
making a ftrange noife about his windows, as if to roufe and
warn him of the approaching fate ; and that one of them
made its way into the chamber, and pulled away his very bed
clothes •, till his flaves, admoniflied by this prodigy, and alhamed
to fee brute creatures more foUicitous for his fafety than them-
fclves, forced him into his litter or portable chair, and carried

him away towards the fhip, through the private ways and walks

of his woods j having juft heard, that foldiers were already come
into the country, in queft of him, and not far from the villa. As
foon as they were gone, the foldiers arrived at the houfe ; and per-

ceiving him to be fled, purfued immediately towards the fea, and
overtook him in the wood. Their leader was one Popilius

Lenas, a tribune or colonel of the army, whom Cicero had for-

merly defended and preferved in a capital caufe. As foon as

the foldiers appeared, the fervants prepared themfelves to fight,

being refolved to defend their mafter's life at the hazard of

their own •, but Cicero commanded them to fet him down,
and to make no refiftance. Then looking upon his execu-

tioners v.'itli great prefence and firmnefs, and thrufting his

neck as forwardly as he could out of the litter, he bade them
do their work, and take what they wanted. Upon which they

cut off his head, and both his hands, and returned with them
in all hafte and great joy towards Rome, as the moft agreeable

prcfent which they could carry to Antony. Popilius charged

himfelf with the conveyance, without refletling on the infamy

of carrying that head which had faved his own. He found

Antony in the forum, furrounded with guards and crowds of

4 people;
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people ; but upon fhewing, from a diftance, the fpolls which
he brought, he was rewarded upon the fpot with the honour
of a crown, and about 8000I. ilerling. Antony ordered the

head to be iixed upon the roftra between the two hands : a
fad fpedlacle to the city ; and what drew tears from every eye ;

to fee thofe mangled members, which ufed to exert theni-

felves fo glorioufly from that place, in defence of the lives, the

fortunes, and the liberties of the roman people, fo lam.entably

expofed to the fcorn of fycophants and traitors ! The deatiis

of the reft, fays an hiftorian of that age, caufed only a private

and particular forrow, but Cicero's an univerfal one. It was
a triumph over the republic itfelf •, and feemed to confirm and
cftablifh the perpetual flavery of Rome. Antony confidered it

as luch ; and, fatiated vv-ith Cicero's blood, declared the pro-

fcription at an end.

He was killed on the 7th of December ; about ten days

from the fettlement of the triumvirate : after he had lived 63
years, 1 1 months, and 5 days.

CICERO (Marcus), the fon of Marcus Tulllus Cicero : of

whom it is the more necelTary to give fome account, becaufe

his character has been delivered down to us in a very difad-

vantageous, and, as many think, in a very injurious light. For

he has generally been reprefented, both by the ancients and
moderns, as ftupid and vicious, and even a proverb of dege-

neracy : yet when we come to enquire accurately into the fa£i:,

we (hall not find fufiicient ground for fo fcandalous a tradition.

He was born, as has been obferved in the foregoing article,

of Tcrentia, in the year that his father obtained the confulfhip

:

that is, in the year of Rome 690, and about 64 years before

Chrift. In his early youth, while he continued under the eye

and difcipline of his father, he gave all imaginable proofs both

of an excellent temper and genius ; was modeft, tractable,

and dutiful ; diligent in his ftudies, and expert in his exercifes :

fo that in the pharfalic war, at the age of 17, he acquired a

great reputation in Pompey's camp, by his dexterity of riding,

throwing the javelin, and all the other accomplifliraents of a

young foldier. Not long after Pompey's death, he was fent to

Athens, as we have faid, to ftudy under Cratippus. liere in-

deed, upon his firft fally into the world, he was guilty of fome
irregularity of condu(ft and extravagance of expence, that made
his father nneafy : into which he was fuppofed to have
been drawn by Gorgias, his mafter of rhetoric, a lover of wine
and pleafure ; with whom Cicero for that reafon expoftulated

very feverely by letter, and difcharged him from his attendance.

But the young man was foon made fenfible of his folly, and re-

called to his duty by the remonilrances of his friends, and parti-

cularly
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cularly of Atticus-, fo that his father readily paid his debts, and
enlarged his allow;uice ; which feems to have been about 700I.

per annum.
From this time, all the accounts of him from the principal

men of the place, as well as his roman friends, who had occa-

fion to vifit Athens, are conftant and tiniform in their praifes

of him. When Brutus arrived tliere, he was exceedingly taken

with his virtue and good principles : of wliich he fent a higli

encomium to his father, and entrufled l)im, tliough but 20 yeivrs

old, with a principal command in his army : in which he ac-

<}uitted him felt with a fmgular reputation both of courage and con-

d'uft ; and in feveral expeditions and encounters with the ene-

my, where he commanded in chief,. ahvays came off victorious.

After the battle of Philinpi, and the death of Brutus, he efcaped

to Pompey ; who had taken poileffion of Sicily with a great

army,an(i ticet Tuperior to any in the Empire. This was the lalt

refuge- of the poor republicans : where young Cicero was re-

ceived again with particular honours; and continued lighting

flill in the defence of his country's liberty ; till Pompey, by

a treaty of peace .with the triumvirate^ obtained, as one of

the conditions of it, the pardon and reftoration of all the

profcribed and exiled Romans, Vv^ho were then in arms with'

him. Cicero therefore took his leave of Pompey, artd re-

turned to Rome with the reft of his party ; where he lived

for fome time in the condition of a private nobleman, remote

from all public affairs
;

partly through the envy of the times,

averfe to his name and principles ; partly through choice,

and his old zeal for the republican caufe, which he ilill retained'

to the lait. In this uneafy ftate, where he had nothing to

roufe his virtue, or excite his. ambition, it is not itrange that he

funk into a life of indolence and plcafure, and the intemperate

love of wine ; which began to be the faihionable vice of this

age.

Auguftus however paid him the compliment, in the' mean
while, to make him a pvieft or augur, as well as one of thofe

magillrates who prefided over the coinage of the public money:

in regard to which there is a medal ftill extant, with the name
of Cicero on the one fide, and Appius Claudius on the other;

who was one of his colleagues in this oifice. But upon the

laft breach with Aiitor.y, Auguftus no fooner became the fole

mafter of Rome, than he took him for his partner in the con-

fuliliip : fo diat his letters, vi'hich brought the news of the

viclory at Adlium, and conqueil of j3lgypt, vi'ere addre/Ted ta

Cicero' the conful ; who had the pleafure of publifliing them to

the fenate and people, as well as of making and executing that

decree, which ordered all the llatues and monuments of An-
tony
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tony to be demoliniiedj and that no perfon of his fanilly {hould

ever after bear the name of Marcus. By payhig tins honour
to the fon, Auguitus made feme atonement for his treachery to

the father ; and by giving the family this opportunity of re-

venging his death upon Antony, fixed the blame of it alfo

there: while the people looked upon it as divine and providen-

tial, that the final overthrow of Antony's name and fortunes

Ihould, by a Itrange revolution of affaire, be referved for the

triumph of young Cicero. Soon after Cicero's confulfliip, he
was made proconful of Afia, or, as Appian fays, of Syria ; one
of the molt confidcrable provinces of the empire: from which
time we find no farther mention of him in hiiiiory. He died

probably foon after •, before a maturity of ::ge and experience

had given him an opportunity of retrieving the reproach of his

intemperance, and dillinguifhing himfelf in the councils of tl)e

(late. But from the honours already mentioned, it is evident

that his life, though blcmiflied by fome fcandal, yet was not
void of dignity ; and, amidll ail the vices with which he is

charged, he is allowed to have retained his father's wit and
politenefs.

There are two ftories related of him, which {hew that his

natural courage and high fpirit were far from being fubdued by
the ruin of his party and fortunes : for, being in company
with fome friends, where he had drunk very hard, in the heat

of wine and pafiion, he threw a cup at the head of Agrippa
;

who, next to Auguilus, bore the chief fway in Rome. He
was provoked to it probably by fome difpute in politics, or in-

fult on the late champions and vanquiflied caufe of the republic.

At another time during his government of Afia, one Ceftius,

v/ho was afterwards proitor, a llatterer of the times, and a re-

viler of his father, having the affarance to come one day to his

table, Cicero, after he had enquired his name, and underltood
that it was the man who ufed to infult the memory of his

father, and declare that he knew nothing of polite letters, or-

dered him to be taken away and publicly whipt. Upon the

whole, if his life did not entirely correfpond with the fplendour
of his father's, it feems chargeable to his misfortune, rather

than his fault ; and to the miferable flat-e of the times, which
allowed no room for the attainment of his father's honours,
or the imitation of his virtues : but if he had lived in better

times, and a free republic, though he would not have been fo

eminent a fcholar, or orator, or llatefmau as his father, vet

he would Tiave excelled him probably in that chara£ter which
conferred a more fubllantial power and dazzling glory, tiie

fame of a brave and acccmpliflied general.

CIGNANi (Carlo), born at Bologna, anno 1628. His
father, Pompeo Cignani, obferving his Ion dellgn after the bed

Vol. IV. D pidures .
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pl£lures in his cabinet, readily faw the ability he would one day
difplay in that art ; and Baptifta Cairo, a bolognefe painter,

firft cultivated this fprouting genius, which grew up in the

fchool of Albano, who always loved him as his own fon, and
declared every where that he would be the greatefl: fupport of

his fchool. His reputation being now raifed, he was fent for

to Leghorn, Rome, and Parma, and many other places, where
he was honoured with the proteftion of many noblemen and
others ; duke Francis Farnefe prefled him to receive the title

of count and knighthood, which, through modefly, he had re-

fufed the pope and feveral other princes. In his works are

found a frefhnefs and force of pencil, a lightnefs of hand, an

admirable compofition, a corre61nefs of defign, gracefulnefs,

mellownefs, fertility of genius, an eafe in fpreading his dra-

peries ; in a word, he may bs reckoned among the moll graceful

painters : above all things, he attached himfelf to exprefs the

paflions of the foul in his chara£lers. The new manner he

had formed was from Guido and Carravaggio, without lofing

fight of the graces of Correggio. He is reproached with finilh-

ing his pictures fo much, that he deflroyed the fpirit of them;

that his colouring was too flrong, and gave his figures fo

much relief, that they were not united with the grounds : he

was alfo generally looked upon as properer to paint virgins and

half figures than hiilorical fubjedls. His death happened at

Forli, anno 1719-

CIMABUE (Giovanni), a renowned painter, was born at

Florence in 1240, and was the firft who revived the art of

palntinc: in Italy. Being defcended of a noble family, and a

lad of fprightly parts, he was fent to fchool, in order to learn

the belles lettres of thofe times •, but inftead of minding his

books, he was obferved to fpend all his time in drawing the

figures of men, or horfes, or the like, upon paper, or the back-

fide of his books. The fine arts having been extincSl in Italy,

ever fince the irruption of the barbarians, the fenate of Flo-.

rence had fent at that time for painters out of Greece to reftore

painting in Tufcany. Cimabue was their firft difciple : for

following his natural bent, he ufed to elope from fchool, and

pafs whole days with thofe painters, to fee them work, his

father, perceiving what a turn he had this way, agreed with

the Greeks to take him under their care. Accordingly he

fell to bufinefs, and foon furpafled his mafters both in defign

and colouring. He gave fomething of ftrength and freedom

to his works, to which they could never arrive : and though he

wanted the art of managing his lights and (hadows, was but

little acquainted with the rules of perfpedive, and in divers:

other particulars but indifferently accomplifhed, yet the foun-

dation which he laid for future improyement, entitled him to'

^ the
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tlie name of the " father of the firft age, or infancy of modern
painting."

Cimabue painted, according to the cuftom of thofe times, in

frefco and in diilemper; the art of painting in oil being not

then difcovered. He painted a great many things at Florence,

fome of which are yet remaining : but, as his fame began to

fpread, he was fcnt for to many remote places, and among the

reft to Afceci, a city of Umbria, and the birth-place of St.

Francis. There in the lower church, in company with thofe

greek painters, he painted fome of the cieling and the fides

of the church, with tlie ftories of the lives of our Saviour

and St. Francis; in all which he fo far out-did his coadjutors,

that, taking courage, he refolved to paint by himfelf, and under-

took the upper church in frefco. h'eing returned to Florence,

he painted for the church of Sancta Maria Novella, where he
went firft to fchool, a great piece of our Lady, which is ftill to

be feen between the chapel of the Rucillai and that of the

Bardi di Vernia ; and which was the biggeft picture that had
been feen in thofe days. The connoifleurs fay, that one
may even now difcern in it the greek manner of his firft

mailers, though bettered, and endeavouring at the modern
method of painting. It excited however fo much wonder in the

people of thofe times, that it was carried from Cimabue's houfc

to the church n-ith trumpets before it, and in folemn proceffion ;

and he was highly rewarded and honoured by the city for it.

There is a tradition, that while Cimabue w^is doing this piece

in a garden he had near the gate of St. Peter, Charles of Anjou,
king of Naples, came through Florence, where, being received

with all poihble demonftrations of refpe£l, the magiftrates,

among other entertainments, carried him to fee this piece.

And becaufe nobody had yet (een it, all the gentry of Florence

waited upon him thither, and with fuch extraordinary re-

joicings, that the name of the place was changed to Borgo Al-
legri, that is, the Merry Suburb ; which name it has retained

to this day, though it has fmce been built upon, and made a

part of the city.

Cimabue was alfo a great architeft as well as painter, and
concerned in the fabric of Sandla Maria del Fior in Florence

;

during which employment, being arrived at the age of 60 years,

he died. He left many difciples, and among the reft Ghiotto,
who proved an excellent mafter. It is faid, that if he had
not been followed fo clofe, and fo much outdone by his fcholar

Ghiotto, his fame would have been much greater than it is.

Cimabue's pidure is ftill to be feen, done by the hand of
Simon Sanefe, in the chapel-houfe of Sancla Maria Novella,

made in profile, in the hiftory of faith. It is a figure which has

D 2 a lean
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a lean f^ce, a little :ci beard, in point; with a captiche, of

monk's hood upon liii head, after the fafliion of thofe times:

and the figure next to him is Simon Ssnefe himfelf, who drew
his own picfture by the help af two looking glafies.

CIOFANI (Hercules), a learned ItaHan of Sulmo, publifhei

annotations upon all the works of Ovid, in 1578-, to which he

prefixed the life of Ovid, and a defcription of the country of

Sulmo. It is faid, that the honour which Clofani afiumed to

Iiimfelf upon being rhe countryman of Ovid, induced him to

undertake his commentaries upon this poet ; and that the

hearty inclination with which he purfued the agreeable talk,

contributed not a little to his having fucceeded fo well in it.

I'aul iVJanutius fays, that his notes upon the Metamorphofis aro

full of excellent learning, and written in pnre and elegant latin.

Muretus has paiTed the fame judgment upon him. Scaliger

fays in general that he wrote well upon Ovid; and adds, what

is ftill more to his credit, that he was a very hontft maxi. He
•appears indeed to have been a very modeil as well as a very

judicious and learned man ; ready to commend others, but an

enemy to cenfure. His annotations upon Ovid were printed at

hrfi: in ^ feparate volume by thcmfclves •, but they have fince

been difperfed among others, fome of them at lead, in the va-f

riorum editions of that author.

CIPRIANI. SeeCvpRiANi.
CIRO-FERRI, painter and architect, born at Rome in 1634,

was loaded with honours by Alexander VII. by his three fuc-

ceflbrs, and other princes. The grand duke of Tufcany engaged

him to hni'h the works which Peter di Corrona, his mailer, had

left imperfedl; : in which tlie difciple came off with honour.

His grand Ityle, his judicious compofition, his happy genius,

will alwavs fecure admiration to his works, which would have-

been better ^leferved if he had given more animation and va-

riety to his characters. Ciro-Ferri died at Rome in 1689, at

the age of 5s.
CLAGE rr (Willia^j) an englilh divine, was born at St.

Edmund's Bury, Suffolk, 1646 ; and educated at the free-fchool

there under Dr. Thomas Stephens, who wrote notes on Statius,

He was admitted of Emanuel college in Cambridge in 1659,

when lie was not full 13 years of age, and took his degrees in

arts regularly,' ending with that of D. D. in 1683. His full ap-

pearance in the world was at his ovv-n native town of St. Ed-

mund's Bury, where he was chofen one of the preachers, and

continued fuch far feven years. 1 hen he removed to Gray's-

liin, LondoUi^ and was elected pi-eacher to that honourable fo-

ciety Ujion th^ firll vacancy. Befidcs this employment, which

h« held as lo:ag as he lived, he was prefentcd by the lord

keeper
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deeper North, who was a relation of his wife, to the re£lory

of Farnham Royal in Buckinghamflnre, into which he was
ii^.i^ttuted In 1683. He was ledurcr alfo of Saint Michael
iJalhlhaw, to whicJi he was eleCled by that parifli upon the

death of Dr. Benjamin Calamy ; and Dr. Sharp, afterwards

archbifliop of York, in his preface to Clagett's ferniDns, fays,

that " there never were two greater men fucceflively ledurers
of one parifh, nor was ever any pariHi kinder to two leclurers."

He was alfo chaplain in ordinary to tlie king. He died of the

fmall-pov in 1688, and iiis wife dietl 18 days after him of the

fame diilemper. He had many great as well as good qualities,

fo that the untimelinefs of his death made him juftly lamented.
Dr. Sharp has given him a noble character : and bifliop Burnet
lias ranked him among tliofe eminent and worthy men whofc
lives and labours did, in a great meafure, refcue the church
from the reproaches whicli the follies of others had drawn upon
it. It muft not be forgotten, that he was one of thofe eminent
divines who made the (land againll popery in the reign of

James II.

After his deceafe, his brotlicr Nicholas Clagett publilhed

four volumes of his fermons : the firfl in i68g, the third and
fourth not till 1720. It is remarkable, that one of thefe fer-

mons was greatly admired by queen Mary, namely, in the firll

volume, upon Job ii. 10. " Shall we receive good at the hand
of God, and fliall we not receive evil ?" This the pious queen
defired to hear read more than once, during her iilnefs, a little

before hct deceafe. It was compofed by the learned author
upon the death of a child of his, that happened juft before; and
it is faid to have been the laft he made.
CLAGETT (Nicholas), ditUnguiilied himfelf, not only by

publifning the fermons of his deceafed brother, as we have juft

obferved, but alfo by fermons and pamphlets of his own, which
fliewed ingenuity and learning, though not equal to his bro-
ther's. He was born at St. Edmund's Bury in 1654, and edu-
cated at the fchool there under Edward Lees, who publiflied

feleiLl dialogues of Lucian, a greek grammar, &c. He was ad-
mitted of Chrift college Cambridge in 1671, regularly took his

degrees in arts, and in 1704 commenced D. D. Upon his bro-
ther's removal to Qray's-inn, he was elecfted in his room, 1680,
preacher at St. Mary's in Bury ; In which (lation he continued
near 46 years. He was not in tlie mean time without other
preferment. In 16S3 he was inflituted to the redtory of Thurlo
Farva ; and in 1693, made archdeacon of Sudbury, by Moore
then bidiop of Norwich. He had alio the redory'of Hitcham
in Suflblk, to which he was inflituted in 1707. He died Jan.
1727; and among other children left NicholaSj who was af-

P 3 terwards



38 CLARKE.
terwards bifliop of Exeter. He publifhed feveral fermons and
pamphlets.

CLAIRAULT (Alexis), of the french academy of Sciences,

was one of the moll illuftrious mathematicians in Europe. He
read to the academy in 1726, when he was not 13 years old,

a Memoir upon four new geometrical curves of his own invcn-r

tion ; and fupported the charadler of which he thus laid the

foundation, by various publications from time to time. He
publilhed, i. Elemens de geometric, 1741, in 8vo. 2. Ele-

mens d'algebre, 1746, in Bvo. 3. Theorie de la figure de Ij^

terre, 1743, in 8vo. 4. Tables de la lune, 1754, in 8vo. He
was concerned alfo in the Journal des S^avans, which he fur-:

nilhed with many excellent extrads. He died in 1765. He
was one of the academicians who were fent into the north to de-r

termine the figure of the earth.

CLANCY (Dr. Michael), who was educated in the phyfic

line atTrinity College, under the patronage of Dr.Hellham,went
to Rheims to take his doctor's degree, where he got acquainted

with the famous M. Montefquieu, and lived feveral years in

great intimacy with that learned gentleman, who recommended
him to the earl of Chefterfield when lord lieutenant. Lofing

his fight before he could regularly engage in the bufuiefs of his

profeiBon, his excellency fettled a confiderable peiifion on him j

and he fome time after got a latin fchool at Kilkenny, with a

good endowment. Befides the comedy of the Sharper, which
was a£led three nights at Smock Alley in 1737, he was author

of Hermon prince of Chorsea, or the Extravagant Zealot, aded
at Dublin, and printed at London in 1746 ; of a latin poem,

Templum Veneris, five Amorum rhapfodia^j and memoirs of

his own life, in two vols. 1 746.—The tragedy of QEdipus was

aded for his benefit at Drury -Lane theatre, in M'hich he per-»

formed with applaufe the charadler of blind Tirefias.

CLARKE (Samuel), celebrated for his fkill in oriental

learning, was born at Brackley in Norchamptonfhire, and be-

came a fludent at Merton college, Oxford, in 1638, when he

was only 15 years old. He re/ided in that univerfity three years,

and was then obliged to leave it, becaufe the town was about

to be garrifoned for the ufe of Charles i : but after the furr

render of that place to the parliament, he returned to his col-

lege, fubmitted to the vifitors appointed by the then powers in

being j and the fame year, which was 1648, took the degree of

M. A. The year following he was deiigned the firft architypo-

graphus of the univerfity, and for his better encouragement in

that office, had the grant of the fuperior beadlefliip of the civil

law, v/hen it fhould become vacant, given to him, and to his

fuccelfors in that place for ever. In 1650 he was mailer of a

boarding-
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boarding-fchool at Iflington near London, during his continu-

ance at which place he lent an affifllng hand towards the correct-

ing 3.nd pubUlhing the Polyglott Bible. In 1658 he returned a

lecond time to tlie univerlity ; and, forefeeing the death of him
who held the fuperior bcadlclhip^of law, was eledled aichitypo-

graphus May the 14th that year, and on the 29th luperior beadle

of the civil law ; both which places he held to the time of his

death, which happened Dec. 27, 1669.

He was well verfed in greek and latin literature, and had
alfo an uncommon ftill in the oriental languages. His works
arc as follow: i. Varise lectiones & obfervationes in chaldaicam

paraphraiim : thefe are in the fixth volume of the Polyglott

Bible, beginning at page 17th. 2. Scientia metrica & rhyth-

mica; feu tra6tatus de profodia arabica ex authoribus probatifli-

niis eruta. And 3. Septimum bibliorum polyglottCim volumen
cum verfionibus antiquilhrni^-, non chaldaica tantum, fed fyria-

cis, sethiopicis, copticis, arabicis, perficis contcMtum. He alfo

tranflated from the original MS. of the public library at Cam-
briilge, Paraphraftes Chald?eus in libr. Paralipomenon j which
book Dr. Edmund Caftell confulted, as he tells us in the pre-

lace to his Lexicon Heptaglotton, when he compofed that

elaborate work. Clarke alio took great pains upon the hebrew
text, chaldee paraphrafe, and the perfian gofpels in the Polyglott

Bible, which lall he tranflated into latin ; and there goes alfo

under his name a tranflation cut of hebrew into latin of another
piece, intituled The Mifchna of the firll Maflbreth or tradt of

the Talmud, called Beracoth.

CLARKE (Dr. Samuel), a very celebrated englifh divine,

was the fon of Edward Clarke, efq. alderman of Norwich, and
one of its reprefentatives in parliament for feveral years ; and
born there Oct. 11, 1675. He was inftrudled in claflical learn-

ing at the free-fchool of that town •, and in 1 69 1 removed thence
to Caius college in Cambridge, where his uncommon abilities

foon began to difplay themfelves. Though the philofophy of
des Cartes was at that time the eftabliihed philofophy of the uni-
verfity, yet Clarke eafdy maftered the new fyftem of Newton ;

and in order to his firlt degree of arts, performed a public exer-
cife in the fchools upon a queftion taken from it. He greatly

contributed to the eftabliflnnent of the newtonian philofophy
by an excellent tranflation of, and notes upon, Rohault's phyfics,

which he finifned before lie was 22 years of age. The fyftem
of natural philofophy then generally taught in the univerfity,

was that written by Rohault, founded altogether upon cartefian
principles, and very ill tranflated into latin. Clarke gave a new
tranflation, and added to it fuch notes as might lead ftudents
infenfibly, and by degrees, to other and truer notions, than could
be found there.

D 4 Afterwards
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Afterwards he turned his thoughts to divinity ; and, in order

to fit himfelf for the facred funclion, he ftudied the old teftament

in the original hebrew, the new in the original greek, and the

primitive chrillian uTiters. Having taken orders, he became
chaplain to Moore bifliop of Norwich, who was ever after his

conflant friend and patron. The next year, which was 1698,

Whifton being collated by the bifnop to the living of LoweftoiF

in Suffolk, refigned his chaplainlhip, in which he was fucceeded

by Clarke j who lived for near 1 2 years in this flation with all the

freedoms of a brother and an equal rather than as an inferior.

The bifliop erteemed him highly, while he lived; and at his death

gave him tlie iiigheil proof of his confidence in him, by leaving

fblely in his hands all the concerns of his family: a truft which
Clarke executed very faithfully, and to the entire fatisfa6tion

of every perfon concerned. In 1699 he publifhed two treatlfes:

one intituled, *" Three pra<llical efi'ays on baptifm, confirmation,

and repentance ;" the other, " Somerefledlions on that part of a

book, called Amyntor, or a defence of Milton's life, which re-

lates to the writings cf the primitive fathers, and the canon of

the new teitament. In a letter to a friend." The author of

the Amyntor, it is well known, was the famous Toland. There

have been feveral editions of the efiays. 1 he rcfleilions upon

Amyntor were publiihed m ithout a name ; but have fince been

added to his letter to Dodwell, S<c. In 1701 he publiflied a pa-

raphrafe upon the gofpel of St. Matthew ; which was followed

in 1702 by the paraphrafes upon the gofpels of St. Mark and

St, Luke, and foon after by a 3d volume upon St. John. They
were afterwards printed together in 2 vols. Svo; and have been

fo univerfally admired, as to undergo feveral editions. He had

hegun a paraphrafe upon the Atfs of the Apoillcs, immediately

after the others were publifhed, and had gone through the re-

maining books of the new teftament, but foniething accidentally

interrupted the execution ;
" and it is now," fays biihop Hoadly,

" only to be lamented, that any thing firlf diverted him from it

;

or that he did not afterwards prevail upon himfelf to refume and

complete fo excellent a work, which his friends often prefTed

upon him, and to which he would fometimes anfwer, that it

was made lefs neceflary by the labours of feveral worthy and

learned perfons, fince the appearance of his work upon the four

gofpels"

A'lean while bifhop Moore, his patron, gave him the reftory

of Drayton near Norwich, and procured for him a parifh in that

city •, and thefe he ferved himfelf in that feafon when the bifliop

refided at Norwich. His preaching at firfl was without notes,

and fo continued to be, till he was reclor of St. James's. In

1704 he was appointed to preach Boyle's lecture -, and tlie fub-

je6l he chofe was, " 1 he being and attributes of God." J-Ie

2
*

fucceeded



CLARKE. 4t

fuccceded fo well in this, and gave fuch high f^itisfa£lion, that

he was appointed to preach the fame lecture the next year ; when
he chofe tor his fubjetl, " Fhe evidences of natural and reveal-

ed religion." Thefe fermons were lird printed in two diflinct

volumes : the former in 1 705, the latter in 1 706. riiey have

{ince been printed in one volume. Hoadly makes no fcruple to

declare, that " every chriflian in this country ought to eftcera

thefe fermons as his treafure, fmce they contain the true

llrength not only of natural, but of revealed religion." They
have parted through feveral editions. In tJie fourth or fifth were
added feveral letters to Clarke from a gentleman in Gloucefter-

fliire, relating to the demonftration of the being and attributes,

with the doctor's anfwers. This gentleman was Butler, after-

wards bi(hop of Durham. In the fixth edition was added, a dif-

courfe concerniiig the connection of the prophecies in the old

teftament, and the application of them to Chrift : and an anfwer
to a feventh letter concerning the argument a priori. It may
not be amifs to obferve, that Clarke's fermons concerning the

being and attributes of God occafioned a controverfy to aiife,

and feveral pieces to be written, which had Law, Jackfon, and
others, for their authors ; but we do not find that Clarke Iiim-

felf ever appeared in their vindication.

About tliis time, Whillon tells us, it was, that he difcovered

our author to have been looking into the primitive writers, and
to fufpetl that the athanafian docVrine of the trinity was not
the doctrine of thofe early ages. " Whether," fays he, " Mr.
Newton had given Mr. Clarke yet any intimation of that na-
ture, for he knew it long before his time ; or whether it arofe

from fome enquiries of his own, I do not dlredly know

;

tliough I incline to the latter. This only 1 remember to have
heard him fay, that he never read the athanafian creed in his pa-
rifli, at or near Norwich, but once ; and that was oidy by mif-
take, at a time when it was not appointed by the rubric." In

1706 he publifhed a letter to Mr. Dodwell ; wherein all the
arguments in his epiiiolary difcourfe againll the immortality of
the foul are particularly anfwered, and the judgment of the fa-

thers, to whom Mr. Dodwell had appealed, concerning that
matter truly reprefented. Billiop Hoadly obferves, that in this

letter he anfv/ered Mr. Dodwell in fo excellent a manner, both
with regard to the philofophical part, and to the opinions of
fome of the primitive writers, upon whom thefe doctrines were
fixed, that it gave univerfal fatisfaction. But this controverfy
did not ftop here ; for the celebrated Collins, coming in as a fe-

cond to Dodwell, went much farther into tlie philofophy of the

difpute, and indeed feemed to produce all that could poffibly be
fnid againft the immateriality of the foul, as well as the liberty

of human actions. This enlarged the fcenc of the difpute ; into
•• which
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which our author entered, and wrote with fuch a fpirit of clear-

iiefs and demonftration, as at once (hewed him greatly fiiperior

to his adverfaries in metaphyfical and phyfical knowledge ; and
made every intelligent reader rejoice, that fuch an incident had
happened to provoke and ex^t from liim that plenty of ilrong

reafoning and perfpicuity of expvelTion, which v/ere indeed very
much wanted upon this intricate and obfcure fubject. " And 1

am perfuaded," continues thebilhop, '*that as what he has written
in this controverfy, comprehends the little that the ancients

had faid well, and adds ftill more evidence than ever clearly ap-

peared before, and all in words that have a meaning to them, it

will remain the ilandard of good fenfe on that fide of the quef-
tion, on which he fpent fo many of his thoughts, as upon one
of his favourite points. Clarke's letter to DodwcU was foon
followed by four defences of it, in four feveral letters to the

author of a letter to the learned I\Ir. Henry Dodwel! ; contain-

ing fome remarks on a pretended demonftration of the immate-
riahty and natural immortality of the foul, in Mr Clarke's anfwer
to his late epiltolary difcourfe, &c. They were afterv/ards all

printed together ; and the anfwer to Toiand's Amyntor added
to them. In the midll of all thcfe labours, he found time to

fhew his regard to mathematical and phyfical iludies, and exa£l;

knowledge and llclll in them. And his natural affection and
capacity for thefe ftudies were not a little improved by the

friendfliip of fir Ifaac Newton; at whofe requeft he tranflated

his Optics into latin in 1 706. With this verfion fir Ifaac was
fo highly pleafed, that he prefented him with the fum of 500I.

or lool. for each child, Clarke having then five children.

This fame year alfo, bifliop Moore, who had long formed a

defign of fixing him more confpicuouily, procured for him the

ie£lory of St. Bennet's, Paul's Wharf, in London ; and foon

after carried him to court, and recommended him to the favour

of queen Anne. She appointed him one of her chaplains in

ordinary ; and, in confideration of his great merit, and at the

requeft of the bifhop, prefented him to the redliory of St. James's

Weftminfter, when it became vacant in 1709. From this time

Jie left off preaching without notes, and made it his bufinefs to

compofe and write down as accurate fermons as he could, that

they .r.ight hereafter be as ufeful from the prefs, as he wifhed

them to be from the pulpit. Upon his advancement to this Ita-

tion, he took the degree of D. D. when the public exercife which
he performed for it at Cambridge was prodigioufly admired.

The queftions which he maintained were thefe : i. Nullum
fidei chriftiance dogma, in facris fcripturis traditum, eft reclae

ration! difientaneum : that is, No article of the chrillian faith,

delivered in the holy fcriptures, is difagreeable to right reafon.

2. Sine a^lionum humanarum libertate nulla poteil efTe religio

:

that
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that Is, Without the liberty of human adions there can be no
religion. His thefis was upon tiie firll" of thefe quelliojrs;

which being thoroughly fifted by that moft acute difputant pro-

feflbr James, he made an extenipore reply, in a continued dif-

courfe for near half an hour, w^ fo little hefitation, that many
of the auditors declared themfelvcs afloniihed -, and owned, that

if they had not been within fight of liim, they fliould have fup-

pofed him to have read every word of it from a paper. After

this, through the courfe of the fyllogillical difputation, he
guarded fo well againd the arts, which the profeflor was a com-
plete mailer of; replied fo readily to the greateft diihculties

fuch an objcfSlor could propofe ; and prefled him fo clofe and
hard with clear and intelligible anfwers, that perhaps there

jiever was fuch a confli6l heard in thofe fchools. The profeffbr,

who was a man of humour as well as learning, faid to him at

the end of the difputation, *' Profeilo me probe exercullli,"

that js, " On my woi'd, you have worked me fulHciently •" and
the members of the univerfity went away, admiring, as indeed

they well might, that a man even of Clarke's abilities, after

an abfence of io many years, and a long courfe of bufinefs of

quite another nature, ihould acquit himfelf in fuch a manner, as

if this fort of academical exercife had been his confcant employ-
ment; and with fuch fluency and purity of exprellion, as if he
had been accullomed to no other language in converfation but

Jatin. The fame year, 1709, he reviled and correded Whifton's
tranflation of the Apoftolical Conilitutions into englifli. Whif-
ton tells us, that his own iiudies having been chiefly upon other

things, and having rendered him incapable of being alfo a critic

in words and languages, he defired his great friend and great

critic Dr. Clarke to revife that tranflation ; which he was fo kind
;is to agree to.

In 17 1 2 he publifhed a mofl beautiful and pompous edition

of Csefar's commentaries, adorned with elegant fculptures. It

was printed in 1712, fol. ; and afterwards in 1720, 8vo. It

was dedicated to the great duke of Marlborough, " at a time,"
fays bifliop Hoadly, " when his unequalled victories and fuc-

(Cefles had raifed his glory to the higheil pitch abroad, and lelTened

his intereit and favour at home." In the publication of this book,
the dodor took particular care of the pun£luation. In the anno-
tations, he feleded what appeared the beft and moll judicious in
former editors, with fome correclions and emendations of his
pwn interfperfed.

The fame year, 17 12, he publiflied his celebrated book Inti-

tuled, "The fcripture doclrine of the trinity, &c." which is

divided into three parts. The firft is, a collcclion and explica-
tion of all the texts in the ntw teitament, relating to the doc-
trine of the trinity : in the fecond, the foregoing dodrine is fet

forth at large, and explained in particular and diilind propofi-

tions

}
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tions; and in the third, the principal paiTdges in the liturgy of
the church of Engia«id, relating to the dodrine of the trinity,

nre confidered. Bp. Hoadly applauds our author's method of

proceeding, in forming his fcntiments upon fo important -.i

point :
" He knew," fays he,w ^xd all men agreed, that it was

a matter of mere revelation. He did not therefore retire into

his clofet, and fet himfelf to invent and forge a plaufiblc hypo-
thefis, which might fit eafdy upon his mind. He had not re-

courfe to ab'dract and metaphyfic;il reafonings to cover or > pa-

tronize any fyftem he might have embraced before. But, as a

chriftian, he laid open the new teftament before him. He
learchcd out every text, in which mention was made of the three

perfons, or any one of them. He accurately examined the

meaning of the words ufed about every one of them j and by
the heft rules of grammar and critique, and by his flcill in lan-

guage, he endeavoured to fix plainly what was declared about

every perfon, and what was not. And what he thought to be the

truth, he publifhed under the title of * The Scripture Dodrine
of the Trinity.' " T am far,'' ad'is the bilhop, " from taking

upon me to determine, in fo diHiculi: a queltion between him
and thofe who made replies to liim -, but this [ ju)pe I may be

allowed to fay, that every chrirtian divine and layman ought to

pay his thanks to Dr. Clarke, for the method into which he

brought this difpute ; and for that colledion of texts of the new
teftament, by which at lafl it mull be decided, on which fide

foever the truth may be fuppofed to lie." WhiRon informs us,

that fome time before the publication of this book, there was a

medage fent to him from lord Godolphin, and others of queen

Anne's miniilers, importing, *- that the affairs of the public

were with difficulty then kept in the hands of thofe that were

for liberty •, that it was therefore an unfeafonable time for the

publication of a book that would make a great noife and difturb-

ance; and that therefore they dcfired him to forbear, till a fitter

opportunity fliould otFer itfelf:" which meilage, fays he, the

dodor paid no regard to, but went on, according to the diclntes

of his own confcience, with the publication of his book. The
minifters however were very right in their conjedures ; for the

work made noife and dlllurbauce enough, and occafioncd a great

number of books and pamphlets, written by himfelf and others.

Books and pamphlets however were not all which the Scripture

dodrine of the trinity occafioncd : it made its author obnoxious

to the power ecclefiaitical, and his book to be complained ot by

tlie lower houfe of convocation. Their complaint was fent to

the upper houfe June 2, 1714. June 4, the bifliops returhed

for anfwer, " thut they approved the zeal of the lower houfe,

thought they liad jull caufe of complaint, and would take it in-

to their confideration :'' and, on the nth, fent a nieiTage to

themj
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tlicm, crnvdiiig an extract to be made of particulars out of the

books complained of. <.3n the 23d tlie faid extracl was laid

before the bifliops. The doflor drew up a reply to this extraft,

dated June 26, which, it feems, was prefcnted to fome of the

bilhops ; but, for reafons unknflin, not laid before the houfc.

After this, there appearing in almoll the whole upper houfe a

great difpofition to prevent diirenlions and divifions, by cominj;^

to a temper in this matter, 13r. Clarke was prevailed upon to

lay before the houfe a paper dated July 2.

After this paper had been before the upper houfe, being ap-

prehenfive that, if it fliould be publillied feparately, as after-

wards happened, without any true account of the preceding and
following circumllances, it might be liable to be mifunderltood

in fome particulars, hecaufed an explanation, dated July 5, to

be prefented to the biiliop of London, the next time the upper
houfe met : fetting forth, '* Tliat whereas the paper laid before

their lordllilps the Friday before, was, through haile and want
01 time, not drawn up with fufliciciu exaetnefs, he thought
himfelf indifpenfably obliged in confcience to acquaint their

tordfliips, thiit he did not mean thereby 1:0 retra£l any thing he
huil written, but to declare tliat the opinion fet forth at large

in his Scripture Do£lrine, Sec. is, that the Son was eternally be-
gotten by the eternal incomprehenfible power and will of the
Father, &c. and that, by declaring he did not intend to write
any more concerning the doclrine of the trinity, he did not
preclude himfelf from a liberty of making any inofFenfive cor-
rections in his former books, if they fhould come to another
edition, or from vindicating himfelf againft any mifreprefenta-

tions or afperfions, which might pofhbly hereafter be call upon
him, on occafion of this controverfy." After the delivery of
this explanation, the upper houfe rciolved, July 5, to proceed
no farther upon the extraft laid before them' by the lower
houfe ; and ordered Dr. Clarke's papers to be entered in the
a£ls of that houfe. But the lower houfe, not fo latisfied, re-

folved, July 7, tliat the paper fubfcribed by Dr. Clarke, and
communicated to them by the bilhops, does not contain in it

any recantation of the heretical afierrions and odenfive paflages

complained of in their reprefentation, aiul afterwards pro-
duced in their extrad -, nor gives fuch fatl<*fa(Slion for the great
fcandal occafioned thereby, as ought to put a flop to any fur-

ther examin^ion and cenfure thereof. Thus ended this affair •,

the mod authentic account of which we have in a piece, inti-

tuled, " An apology for Dr. Clarke, containing an account of
the late proceedings in convocation, upon his writings concern-
ing the trinity, 1714, 8vo." It was written, Whifton tells us,
by a worthy clergyman in the country, a common friend of h\s
and Dr. Clarke's ;, and contains true copies of the original pa-.

pers
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pers relating to tlie proceedings of the convocation and Dn
Clarke, communicated by the doclor himfeif, and occafioned bv
his friend's letter to him, in relation to his conduct : which let-

ter, with Dr. Clarke's anfvver,jj|is: printed in the apology. The
fcripture docirine of the trinity, as we have obferved, was firfl

publilhed in 1712 ; afterwards there was a fecond edition, with
many alterations, in 17 19*, and there has been, fince his death,

a third edition, with very great additions, left under the doc-
tor's hand ready prepared for the prefs. Ep. Hoadly allures

us, in oppofition to thofe who have fuppofed Clarke to have re-

traded his notions concerning the trinity, that, *' fyor.i the time

of publifhing this book to the day of his death, he found no
reafon, as far as he was able to judge, to alter the notions which
he there profcfled."

In 17 15 and 17 16 he had a difpute with the celebrated Leib-

nitz, relating to the principles of natural philofophy and reli-

gion ; and a colledion of the papers, which pafTed between
them, was publifhed in 1717 j and remarks upon a book, in-

tituled, *' A philofophical enquiry concerning human liberty,'*

8vo. The letters from Cambridge, which Clarke anfwers in

this volume, were. written by Richard Bulkeley, Efq; author of

a poem in 12 books, intituled, Thelaftday. This gentleman
died in 1 7 18, at about 24. years of age. " The philofophical

enquiry concerning human liberty " was written by Anthony
Collins, Efq. All the pieces contained in this volume were
tranflated intofrench, and publiihed by des Maizeaux in the firft

volume of " Recueil de diverfes pieces far la philofophie, la re-

hgion naturelle, ThiRoire, les mathematiques, &c. par Meffrs.

Leibnitz, Clarke, Newton, & autres auteurs celebres. Printed

at Amfterdam in 1720," in 2 vols. i2mo. This book of the

doctor's is infcribed to her late majefty queen Caroline, then

princcfs of Wales, who was pleafed to have the controverfy

pafs through her hands, and was the wdtncfs and judge of every

ftep of it. It related chiefly to the important and diiRcult fub-

Je£ls of liberty and necefllty. "W'hillon fays, " That Clarke

prelTed fo hard upon l>eibnitz, from matter of fa6l, known
laws of motion, and the difcoveries of fir Ifaac Newton, who
heartily affifted the do6lor, I mean in thofe letters, that he was
forced to have recourfc to metaphyfical fubtleties, and to a pre-

eftablilfied harmony of things in his own imagination, which
he ftyies a fuperior reafon ; till it was foon feen, that M. Leib-

netz's fuperior reafon ferved to little elfe, but to confirm the

great fuperiority of experience and mathematics above all fuch

metaphyfical fubtleties whatfoever. And I confefs," fnys he,

" I look upon thefe letters of Dr. Clarke as among the moil

ufeful of his performances in natural philofophy." Whifton

has preferved an anecdote relating to this controverfy j which

6 is.
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is', tli<U {Ir Ifaac Newton once plcafantly told Clavkc, tliat "he
h.ul broke Leibnitz's heart with bis reply tohiin."

About I 718 Clarke made an alteration in the forms of dox*

ology in the bnging pfalms, which produced no fmall noife and
Hidurbance, and occalloncd fome pamphlets to be written. The
alteration was this :

To God, through Chr'ft, his only fon,

Immortal glory be, &c.

And,
To God, through Chrift, his fon, our Lord,

All glory be therefore, &c.

A confiderable number of thcfe felecl pfalms and hymns having

been difperfed by the fociety for promoting chriiiian knowledge,

before the alteration of the doxologies was taken notice of, iic

was charged with a dclign of impofing upon the fociety, where-
as in truth the edition of them had been prepared by him for

tlie ufe of his own parifli only, before the fociety had thoughts

of purchafing any of the copies : and as the ufual forms of dox-

ology are not eflablil'ned by any legal authority, ecclefiaftical or

civil, in this he had not offended . However Robinfon, bifliop

of London, fo highly difiiked this alteration, that he thought

proper to publifli a letter to the incum.bents of all churches and
chapels in his diocefe, againil their ufing any new forms of dox-

ology. The letter is dated Dec 26, i7i!J, and begins thus

:

" Reverend brethren, there is an indance of your care and duty,

which I conceive myfelf at this time highly obliged to offer, and
you to regard, a« neceflary for the prefervation of the very fouu-

ilations of our faith. Some perfons, feduced, 1 fear, by the

ilrong delufions of pride and felf-conceit, have lately pubhflied

new forms of doxology, entirely agreeable to thofe of fome an-

cient heretics, who impiouOy denied a trinity of perfons in the

unity of the godhead. I do therefore warn and charge it upon
your fouls, as you hope to obtain mercy from God the father,

through the merits of Jefus Chrill our Lord, and by the fanc-

tification of the holy ghoft, three perfons and one God blelTed

for ever, that you employ your bell endeavours to prevail with
your feveral flocks, to have a great abhorrence for the above-

mentioned new forms, and particularly that you do not fuffer

the fame to be ufed, either in your churches, or in any fchools,

where you are to prevent that moil pernicious abufc, &c." It is

rare to meet with a mnn in hi{lor\', who was lefs fubje£l to *' the
dclufions of pride and felf-conceit," than Clarke was: mean while,

the bifnop's letter was animadverted upon by Whillon, in " A
letter of thanks to the right reverend the lord bifhop of London,
for his late letter to his clergy againfl the ufe of new forms of
doxology, &c." Jaij. 17, 17 19: and in a pamphlet, inti-

tuled.
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tuled, " An humble apology for St. Paul and the other apoftles ;

or, a vindication of them and their doxologies from the charge
of herefy. By Cornelius Paets, 17 19." Soon after came out
an ironical piece, intituled, " A defence of the bifhop of Lon-
don, in anfwer to VVhifton's letter of thanks, kc. addreffed to

the archbirnop of Canterbury. To which is added, a vindication

of Dr. ^jacheverell's late endeavour to turn Mr. Whillon out of

his church." Whifton's letter of thanks occafioned likewife the

tvv'o following pieces ; viz. " The lord bifhop of London's letter

to his clergy, vindicated, &c. by a believer, 1719 :" and, " A
feafonable review of Mr. Whifton's account of primitive doxolo-

gies, &c. by a prefbyter, &c. 17 19." This prefbyter was fup-

pofetl to be Dr. William Berriman. To the latter Whillon re-

plied in a fccond letter to the bifhop of London ; and the author

of " The feafonable review, &c." anfwered him in a fecond re-

view, &c. As to Clarke's conduct in this affair, Whifton ef-

teenis it one of the moft chriftian attempts towards fomewhat
of reformation, upon the pri)nitive foot, that he ever ventured

upon :" but adds, " that the bifhop of London, in the way of

modern authority, was quite too hard for Dr. Clarke, in the way
of primitive chriftianity."

About this time he was prefented by the lord Lechmere,
chancellor of the duchy of Lancafler, to the mafterfljip of Wig-
ilon's hofpital in Leiceller. in 1724 he publilhed 17 fermons

preached on feveral occafions, 1 1 of which were never before

printed ; and the year following a fermon preached at the parifli

church of St. James, upon the ereding a charity-fchool for the

education of v.-omen fervants. in 1727, upon the death of

fir Ifaac Newton, he was offered by the court the place of maf-

ter of the Mint, worth coiuninnibiis ann'is 1200 or 1500I. a year.

Upon this offer, Whillon tells us, the do£lor advifed with his

friends, and particularly with Mr. Emelyn and himfelf, about

accepting or refufing it. They advifed him againft accepting

it, as what he wanted not •, as what was entirely remote fiom

his profeffion, and would hiiidertlae fuccefs of his miniitry. He
was himfelf generally of the fame opinion with them, could not

thoroughly reconcile himfelf to this fecular preferment, and

therefore abfolutely refufed it. Whiilon feems to wonder that

Clarke's admirers fhould lay ib little ilrefs upon this refufal, as

to mention it not at all, or at lealt very negligently •, while '* he

takes it," he fays, " to be one of the molt glorious aclions of

his life, and to afford undeniable conviction that he was in

earnefl in his religion."

In 1728 was p'ublifhed, " A letter from Dr. Clarke to A4r.

Benjamin Hoadly, F. R. S. occafioned by the controverfy re-

lating to the proportion of velocity and force in bodies in mo-
tion j" and printed in the Philofophical Tranfaclions, N'^ 401.

And
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And here, for the fake of putting things of a fort together,

let us mention a fad, relating to natural knowledge, recorded

by Whilton, and in which our author was concerned. He tel|s

us then, that " about the year 1709, alderman Llarke and his

fon Mr. Clarke faw a very curious fight in aftronomy, v/hich he

does not know that any others before had ever feen : and it was

this. They happened to be viewing baturn's ring at Norwich,

with a telefcope of 17 feet long; when, without any previous

thought or expedatlon of fuch a thing," as Mr. Clarke aflured

him, " they both diilinaiy faw a fixed ftar between the ring

and the body of that planet. A fure evidence," fays he, " that

the ring is properly diilinct from the planet, and at fome dif-

tance from it •, which, although believed, could hardly be de-

monftrated before."

In T729hepubli{lied the twelve firfl; books of Homer's lUad.

This edition was printed in 4to, and dedicated to the duke of

Cumberland. The latin verfion is almoft entirely new : and an-

notations are added to the bottom of the pages. Homer, bifliop

Hoadly tells us, was Clarke's admired author, even to a degree

of fom'ething like enthufiafm, hardly natural to his temper ; and

that in this he went a little beyond the bounds of Horace's judg-

ment, and was fo unwilling to allow the favourite poet ever to

nod, that he has taken remarkable pains to find out and give a

reafon for every padage, word, and title, that could create any

fufpicion. " The tranllation " adds thebifhop, " with his cor-

regions, may now be llyled accurate ; and his notes, as far as

tliey go, are indeed a treafury of grammatical and critical knovv-

kdge. He was called to this talk by royal command; and he

has performed it in fuch a manner as to be worthy of the young

prince for whom it was laboured. The praifes given to this

excellent v/ork by the writers abroad in their memoirs, as well

as by the learned mafters of the three principal fchcols of En-

gland, thofe of V\''eihni niter, Eton, and St. Paul's ; and the

fliort character, that the performance was fupraonwiejn inviduuny

beftowed by one whom Dr. Clarke had long before ftyled * crl-

tlcos unus omnes longe longeque antecellens,' and whom every

one will know by that title without my naming him ; make it

unneceilary to add a word upon this fubjecl. Whifton informs

us, that he had begun this work in hfs younger years *, and that

" the notes were rather tranfcribed than made new." The 1 2

lad books of the Iliad were publiihed in 1732, in 410, by cut-

author's fon, Samuel Clarke ; who informs us, in the preface,

that his father had finiihed the annotations to the three firil of

thofe books, and. as far as the 359th verfe of the tourth •, and

had revifed the text and verfion as far as verfe 510th of the

fame book.

AVhile Clarke was thus cmploved in finiihing the remaining

Vol. IV. 'E books
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books of Hcmer, he was interrupted with an iUnefs whicL
ended in his death. Though not robuft, he had all his Hfe
long enjoyed a firm ftate of heahh, without any indifpofition

bad enough to confmc him, except the fmall-pox in his youth-,

tiii, on Sund.iy Pvhiy ii, 1729, going out in the morning to

preach before the judges at ISerjeant's-inn, he was there feized

with a pnin in his fide, which made it impoffible for him to

perform the olTice he M'as called to •, and quickly became fo

violent, that lie was obliged to be carried home. He went to

bed, and thought himfelf fo much better in the iifternoon, that

he would not fuiler himfelf to be blooded ; againll which re-

medy, it is remarkable that he had entertained ftrong preju-

dices. But the pain returning violently about two the nexc
morning, made bleeding ablblutely neceffary : he appeared to

be out of danger, and continued to think himfelf fo, till the

Saturday morning following; when, to the inexpreffible fur-

prife of all about him, the pain removed from his fide to his

head ; and, after a very fhort complaint, took away his fenfea

fo as they never returned any more. He continued breathing

till between feven and eight of the evening of that day, which
was Pviay 17, 1729, and then died, in his 54th year. The
fame year vi'as printed his " Expofition of the church cate-

chifm," and. ten volumes of fermons, in 8vo. His Expofition

is nrade up of tliofe ledures he read every Thurfday morning
for fome months in the year at St. James's church. In the lat-

ter part of his time he revifed them with great care, and left

them completely prepared for the prefs. This performance was
immediately au'i^iadverted upon by Dr. Waterland, when Dr.

Sykes took up the cudgels in favour of Clarke. A controverfy

enfued ; and three or four pamphlets were written on each fide,

with the titles of which there is no occafion to trouble the

reader.

After fo particular an account of Clarke's life and writings, iz

mav not feem very needful to dwell upon his chara6ler ; yet as

it has been dravrn in a mailerly manner by two great men, it

mav be entertaining enough to hear what they fay of him. Dr.

Mare then, late bp. of Chicheller, and author of" I he difficulties

And difcouragements which attend the ftudy of the fcripture, in

the way of private judgement," fpeaks of him in that pamphlet in

the following terms :
" Dr. Clarke," fays he, " is a man who has

ail the good qualities that can meet together to recommend him.

He is polTeiled of all the parts of learning that are valuable in

a clergyman, in a degree that few pofiefs any fingle one. He
has joined to a good ikill in the three learned languages a great

compafs of the belt philofophy and mathematics, as appears by

his latin works ; and his englifli ones are fuch a proof of

his own piety, and of his knowledge in divinity, and have done
fo
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To much fervice to religion, as would make any otlicr man,
that was not under the fufpicion of herefy, fecuve of the fiiend-

fliip and efteeni of all good churchmen, efpccially of the clergy.

And to all tliis piety and learning, and the good ufe that has

been made of it, is added a temper happy beyond expreilion;

a fweet, eafy, modeft, inoffenfive, obliging behaviour adorns

all his actions 5 and no paOion, vanity, infolence, or oflentation,

appears either in what he writes or fays : and yet thefe faults

are often incident to the befh men, in the freedom of conver-

fation, and writing agalnil impertinent and unreafonable ad-

verfaries, efpecially fuch as ftrlke at the foundation of virtue

and religion. This is the learning, this the temper of the man,
whofe itudy of the fcriptures has betrayed him into a fufpicion

of fome heretical opinions."

Bifiiop Hoadly, who is the other great man I mean, writes

thus of Clarke : " He was a perfon of a natural genius, excel-

lent enough to have placed him in the funerior raiik of men
without the acquirements of learning ; and of learning enough
to have rendered a much lefs coniprehenfive genius very con-

fiderable in the ways of the world. But in him they were
both united to fuch ^ degree, that thofe who were of his in-

timate acquaintance knew not which to admire mod. The
firft Ilrokes of knowledge, in fome of its branches, feemed to

be .little lefs than natural to him : for they appeared to lie right

in his mind, as foon as any thing could appear ; and to be the

very fam.e, which afterwards grew up with him into perfec-

tion, as the ftrength and cultivation of his mind increafed.

He had one happinefs very rarely known among the greateft

men, that his memory was almofh equal to his judgement,
which is as great a character as can well be given of it."

Then, after obferving how great the do6lor was in all branches
of knowledge and learning, he goes on thus: *' If in any one
of thefe many branches he had excelled only fo much as he
did in all, this alone would juftly have entitled liim to the

name of a great man. J3ut there is fomething fo very extraor-

dinary, that the fame perfon iliould excel, not only in thofe

parts of knowledge which require the (Irongeft judgement, but
in thofe which want the help of the flrongefi; memory alfo ;

and it is fo feldom feen, that one who is a great mafter in theo-

logy, is at the fame time fkilfully fond of all critical and claf-

fical learning ; or excellent in the phyfical and mathem.atical

fhudies, or well framed for metaphyucal and abftracl reafon-

ings •, that it ought to be remarked, in how particular a man-
*

ner, and to how high a degree, divinity and mathematics, ex-

perimental philofophy and clafiical learning, metaphyfics and
critical (kill, all of them, various and different as they are

amongft themfelves, united in Dr. Clarke." Afterwards the

E 2 bifhop
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bifliop informs u?, how earneftly his acquaintance and friend-

Hup was fought after by the greatell lovers of virtue and know-

ledge •, what regard was paid to him by the chief perfons of

the law ; and, above all, what pleafure her late majefty queen

Car^^line took in bis converfation and friendihip : for *' feldom

a week paffed," fays he, " in which {he did not receive fome

proof of the greatnefs of his genius, and of the force of his

fuperior underflanding."
" if any one fhould a(k," continues the bifliop," " as it is

natural to do, how it came to pafs that this great man was
never raifed higher in the church ? I mull anfwer, that it was

neither for want of merit, nor intereft, nor the favour of fome

in whofe power it was to have raifed him. But he had reafons

within his own breaft, which hindered him from either feekinjr

after, or accepting any fuch promotion. Of thefe he was the

proper, and indeed the only judge : and therefore I fay no

more of them." The truth is, his fcruples about fubfcription

were very great ; as we are informed by Sykes, who obferves,

in his eulogium of Clarke, printed at the end of Whilton's

liiftoricai Memoirs, that " the doctor would often wifli, that

thofe tilings which were fufpeded by many, and judged un-

lawful by fome, might be ferioufly confidered, and not made

terms of communion. He thought if would be tlie greatefl hap-

pinefs to fee the occafions of good and learned men's fcruples re-

moved out of the public forms of divine fervice, and the doc-

trines of chriiiianiry reduced to the New TeiVament only,

and that it would be right to have nothing required from the

preachers of the gofpcl, but what was purely primitive. This

he thought to be tlie only means of making the minds of fin-

c:re chriitians eafy and quiet, lliis he believed would make

men much more charitable to one another ^ and make the go-

vernors of the church and ilate tranfa£l their important affairs

with greater eafe and freedom from dilburbances." , Upon
the wiiole, bifliop Hoadly makes no fcruple to declare, that

*' by Dr. Clarke's death, the world was deprived of as bright a

light, and maftcrly a teacher of truth and virtue, as ever yet

appeared aniongll us ; and," fays he in the conclufion of his

;iccounc, *' as his woiks muft laft as long as any language re-

mains to convey them to future times, perhaps 1 may flatter

niylelf tliat this faint and imperfect account of him may be

tranfmittcd down with them. And I hope it \i'ill be thought

a pavdonable piece of ambition and felf-intereftednefs, if, be--

in-y fearful kit every thing elfe (liould prove too weak to keep

the remembrance of myfelf in being, i lay hold on his fame to

prop and fupport my own. I am fi;re, as I have little reafon

to expect that any thing of mine, wit!iout fuch an affiftance,

can live> I (hall think myfelf greatly recompenfed for the want
of



CLARKE. 53

j^f nny other memorial, if my name may go (kv.-n to pofterity

tlius dofcly joined with his-, and I myfclf be thought of, and

fpoke of, in ages to come, under the charader of The friend

of Dr. Clarke."
We mufl: not forget to obferve, that Clarke married Catha-

rine, the daughter of the rev. Mr. Lockwood, retlor of Little

MiiTmgham in Norfolk ; in whofe good fenfe and unblamable

behaviour he was happy to his death. Some curious little

anecdotes of Dr. Clarke are printed in the Gentleman's Ma-
gazine for 1783.
CLARKE (Samuel), a preacher and writer of confiderable

note, whofe works are flill in vogue among the ordinary fort

of readers, was, during the interregnum and at the time of

.the ejeclion, minifter of St. Bennet Fink in London. He was

one of the commiirionevs at the Savoy, and behaved with great

decency and moderation. He was efteemed by all that knew
him for his probity and induftry. Died the 25th of Decem-
ber 1682. The moft valuable of his writings are i. his Lives

of the Puritan Divines, 2. his Martyrologv, 3. his Marrow of Ec-

clefiallical Hiflory, and 4. his Lives of feveral eminent perfons

in this latter age.

CLARKE (William), an englifli divine, was born at Hagh-
mon-Abbey in Shropfliire, in 1^.96 -, and after a grammar educa-

tion at Shrewfbury fchool, was lent to St. John's college Cam-
bridge, of which he was elected fellow, January 1717 ; B. A.

1731 ; M. A. 1735. He was prefentcd by arehbifhop Wake,
in 1724, to the rectory of Buxted in Suffex, at the particular

recommendation of Dr. Wotton ; and in 1738 was eleded

prebendary and refidentiary of Chichefler, and in 1770 chan-

cellor of that church and vicar of Amport, which he did not

Jong enjoy, dying Ort. 2t, i'77i. He married a daughter of

tlie learned Dr. Wotton, by whom he left a fon and daughter :

th.e fon, Edward Clarke, publilhed fome " Letters concerning

•tlie Spanilh Nation," in 1763. He wrote a learned pretace to

Dr. Wotton's " Collection of the Welch Laws :" but his prin-

cipal work, in which he introduced the famous Chicheiler in-

fcription, is, ** I he Connexion of the Roman, Saxon, and

EtigliOi Coins, 1767," 4to. He feems to have been alfo a

very wife, as well as learned man ; for, in anfwer to Mr lyow-

yejT, with whom he was very intimate, he writes thus :
" I

iind the arehbifhop and you are intimate; he (Seeker) trufts

you with his fecrets : but I could tell you a fecret which no-

body knows but my wife., that if our deanery ihould ever be

vacant in my time (which is not likely), I would not accept it.

— 1 would no more go into a new way of life, furnifli new
apartments, &c. than Mrs. Bowyer would go to a lord mayor's

ball. I have learnt to know that at the end of life thcfe things

E 3 are
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are not worth our notice," April 8, 1767. He refio^ncd Bux-
ted to his fon Nov. 4, 1768, after having held that redtory more
than 34. years.

CLARKE (Edward), M. A. formerly redlor of Pepperhar-
row in Surrey, which in 1769 he refigned to the rev Mr. Man-
ning. Mr. Clarke, who was alfo re£lor of iJuxted, and vicar

of Uckfield and Wilmington in SufTex, was the only furviving

fon of Mild William Clarke and Ann his wife, and grandfon of

the famous Dr. William Wotton. Mr. Edward Clarke was,
like his father, a man of genius and a polite fcholar •, as is evi-

dent, if other proof were wanting, from a letter of his preferved

among Bowyer's mifcellaneous traQs, dated from Bury, Dec. 5.

3753. He was fellow of St. John's college Cambridge, and
publiihed in 1755 a letter to a friend in Italy, and verfes occa-

fioned on reading Montfaucon. In concert with Mr. Bowyer
he projected a good latin dictionary, by reducing that of Faber
from its prefent radical to a regular form. One {ingle flieet of

this work was executed j when the defign dropped for want of

due encouragement. He was afterwards chaplain to George
William earl of Eriftol two years, 1760 and 5761, during his

embafly at Madrid ; and on his return publiflied, in 1763, a4to.

volume of letters concerning the Spanifli nation ; containing much
curious and ufeful intelligence relative to the date cft^hat coun-

try, and infcribed to lady dowager Middleton, patrone'.- of Pep-
perharrow. In 1768 he fucceeded to the rectory of Buxted,
which archbifhcp decker permitted his fatlier to refign in his

favour, and from that time refided principally on his livings in

Suflex, attentive to the duties of his paftoral charge, and the edu-

cation of a numerous famiiy. In 1777 he drew up three latin

epitaphs, on his father, Mr Markland, and Dr. Taylor, which
are printed in the biographical anecdotes of the latter ; and on
this occafion he tells Mr. Nichols :

" As to my father, his name
being already inferted in the Biographia Britannica, in the ar-

ticle Dr. JFoltof;, I fbould be very much obliged to Mr. Bowyer
and yourfelf, if you would infert a note tliere, juft meutioning

his publications, and giving a {hort character of him ; and I

ihall efteem it a great favour if Dr. Kippis will infert it. I

once indeed had fome thoughts of drawing up fomething

of this kind, as a parentation to his memory •, but it was
with a view of prefixing it to four volumes of his fermons,

which I have ready for the prefs. But, as I doubted much
whether the hibiiopola would give me as much copy-money
as I might think proper to afk, I dropped the defign." Mr.
Bowyer dying a few days after this letter was written, Mr.
Clarke wrote alfo a latin infcription to his memory. In 1778
he printed propofals for publifhing a commentary on the

greek teftament, compiled from his father's MSS. united
^ with
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vvitli the labours of Markland, Bowyer, and other eminent
critics. This projecil ;iifo proved abortive ; and v/e do not

iind that he pubhflied any thing afterwards, though lie had
very ample and entertaining ftores accumulated by liis father

ancl himfelf. He died in the month of November 1786.

CLAUDE, of Lorraine, a celebrated landfcape painter, v.'as

6orn in 1600, and fent firft to fchool ; but proving extremely
dull and heavy, was foon taken thence and bound an apprentice

to a pallry-cook, with whom he ferved his time out. After-

wards he went with fome young fellows to Rome, v/ith a view
of getting a livelihood there ; but being unable to fpcak tlie

language, and withal very Hl-bred, nobody cared to fet him to

work. Chance brought him at length to Auguftino Traflb,

who liired him to pound his colours, clean his pallet and pen-
cils, look after his houfe, drefs his meat for him, and do all

his houfehoJd drudgery ; for AuguRino kept no other fervant.

His mailer hoping to make him ferviceable to him in fome of
his greatefl: works, taught him by degrees the rules of perfpec-
tive, and the elements of defign. Claude at firft did not know
what to make of thofe principles of art ; but being encouraged,
and not failing in application, he came at length to undcrfland
them. Then his genius expanded itfelf apace, and he culti-

vated the art with wonderful eagerncfs. He removed his ftu-

dy to the banks of the Tiber, and into the open fields, where
he would continue from morning to night, taking all his lefibns

from nature herfelf j and by many years diligent imitation of that
excellent miftrefs, he climbed up to the highelt ftep of perfec-
tion in landfcape painting. Sandrart relates, that being in
the fields with him, for the fake of ftudying together, Claude
inade him obferve, with as much nicety as if he had been well
verfed in phyfics, the caufes of the diverfity of the fame view
or profped j and explained why it appeared fometimes after
one fafliion, and fometimes after another, with refpecl to co-
lours, as the morning dew or the evening vapours more or lefs

prevailed. His memory was fo good that he would paint
with great taithfulnefs when he got home, M'hat he liad feeu
abroad. He was (0 abforbed in his labours, that he never
vifited any body. The fludy of his profeihon was his amufe-
ment, and, by the micre dint of cultivating his talent, he drew
fome pictures which made his name defervedly famous through-
out Europe, in that fort of painting to which he applied him-
felf. He has been, univerfally admired for his pleafanc and
moft agreeable invention •, for the delicacy of his colouring,
and the charming variety and tendernefs of his tints ; for h.s
artful diftribution of the lights and Ihadows, for his wonderful
conduct in the difpofition of his figures, and for the advantage
and harmony of his compofitions. Upon the whole, Claude

E 4 «nay
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may be produced as an inflance to prove that conftant and
afliduous application will even fuppiy the want of genius ; or,

if this ^ will not be allowed, v.-ill draw forth genius into view,

where nobody fufpeiled any genius was. This induftry how^
ever he was always obliged to exert, for he never performed

without difficulty : and, when his performance did not come
up to his idea, he would fometimes do and undo the fame

piece, even to feven or eight times over. He was much com-
mended for feveral of his performances in frefco, as well as oil.

He was employed by pope Urban VHI. and many of the itaUan

princes, in adcrning their palaces. He died in 1682, and was
buried at RciriC.

CLAUDE (John), a minlfter of the church of Paris, born

at Sauvetat in the province of Angenois, in 16 19, was one of

the greatefl: men of the ecclcfiaflical profeflion. He fludied

as far as phiiofopl'.y under his father, who was alfo a minifter j

und afterwards, going through a courfe of divinity, was ordain-

ed at Montauban in 1 645. He was made minifter of a church

of Fief, called la Freine, where he officiated a twelvemonth.
Afterwards he became minifter of a church of St. Afric in Ro-
vergne -, and eight years after, paftor of that of M.mes. As
the proceflants had an univerfity in the city of Mimes, Claude

had there an opportunity of difplaying one of his chief talents,

which was happily explaining a theological fubjeft •, and he

ufed to read private ledtures to fuch as were candidates for the

miniftry. He had undertaken to refute the piece, called

?' The Method," which was wTitten by cardinal Richelieu

againic the proteftants ; but hearing that Martel, the profeflbr

pf divinity at IVJontablau, had a fynodical commiflion for that

purppfe, he laid afide that defign. Having oppofed, in the

fynod pf the Lower Languedoc, a man whom the court had
won over to attempt a re-union, he was punifhed for it by a

decree of council, which forbade him the exercife of the func-

tions of a minifter in Languedoc, after he had exercifed them
eight years at Mimes. He went to Paris to get, if pofllble,

this refolution taken off; ,and, after flaying there fix months
to no purpofe, he took a journey to Montauban, where he
preached the day after his arrival, and accepted the offer which
the people of that church made him.

During this journey, he wrote a little book, which gave rife

to the moft famous dii'pute that ever was carried on in France

between the proteftants and roman catholics. The occafion of

it wj|s this.—Meff. de Port-Royal were at that tinie uung their

utmoft endeavours to make a convert of Mr. de Turenne to

the romifli religion ; and for that purpofe prefented him with

* little piece, in which they pretended to fhew that the pro-

teftant churches had always believed what is taught in that of

the
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tl^e romanifls concerning the real prefence, and tliat a change

of belief, fuch as the proteilants fuppofe, is impoflible. Mr.

de Turennc's lady, who always dreaded, what happened after

her deceafe, namelv, that her liufband would turn roman ca-

tholic, did all that lay in lier power to confirm him in the pro-

tcllant faith. For this reafon fhe caufed an anfwer to be made
to the piece of MefT. de Port-Royal, and Claude was appoint-

ed to write it. He acquitted himfelf lo admirably well upon

this occafion, that feveral copies were taken of his anfwer,

which were fpread every where, both in Paris and in the .pro-

vinces ; fo that had it been printed it could not have been made
much more public. Meff. de Port-Royal hearing of this,

thought themfelves abfolutely obliged to anfwer it ; which they

did, by publifliing, in 1664, the famous work intituled " The
perpetuity of the catholic church in regai^d to its do£lrine of

the eucharift." It contains the firffc piece, and a reply to

Claude's anfwer. This minif^er, who was then at Montauban,

v.TOte a reply, which was printed with his firft anfwer in 1666.

Ihis work is intituled, " An anfwer to two treatifes, intituled.

The perpetuity, &c." There is no doubt but the merit o£

Claude's book contributed greatly to its fame ; neverthelefs, the

ftate in which janfenifm was at that time, was one chief caufc

of the mighty noife it made. For the janfenills confidered

Claude's triumph as nothing, provided it could but leflen the

joy of Meff. de' Port- Royal j and therefore, for the fake of pro-

moting their own caufe, they fpread in all places his name and

merit. Arnauld undertook to refute Claude's book, and pub-

liflied a large volume in 1669. Father Nouet, a famous jefuit,

engaged in the controverfy, and publllhed a bool; againft Claude,

who wrote an anfwer to it, which was printed In 1668. Some
prefer this anfwer to his other pieces ; and we are told it was

his own favourite piece. The author of the " Journal des

f9avans" difcharged his artillery againft Claude, by inferting aa

extract of that jefuit's book ; and this occafioned Claude to pub-

lifh a very witty provincialc againft the author of the Journal.

It is an anonymous letter, and intituled, " A letter from a pro-

vincial to a friend, occafioned by t!ie journal of the 28th of June

1667 j" which letter was anfwered by the journalift iome time

after. This conteft went no farther ; but with regard to Ar-

nauld, who had added two more volumes to the former, Claude

was forced to engage in a very laborious ftudy, in order to ex-

amine the tenets of the greek church, and thofe of the eaftern

fchifmatics : ai:d he ftiewed great learning and abilities in the

anfwer he made to him. The janfenlfts only made a general

reply to Claude's book. They publiflied their " Juft prejudices

againft calvinifm :" which Claude refuted by one of the beft

y/orks, fays Bayle, that either himfelf or any other proteflant

clergyman
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clergyman ever compofed. It is intituled, ** Defenfe de la Re-
formation," firft printed at Roan in 1673, and afterwards at

the Hague in 1682.

Claude, as we have obferved, was eledled minifler of the

church of Montaubari: ii: was about 1662. Four years after

he was forbid by the coqrt to exercife his functions there, which
obliged him to go a fecond time to Paris. He continued there

near nine months, without being able to remove the obrtacles of

his return to Montauban. During this interval, he was invited

to the church of Bourdeaux ; but the congregation of Charen-
ton, being unwilling to lofe a perfon of Claude's abilities, gave

him alfo an invitation in 1666. From that time to the revoca-

tion of the edi£l of Nantz, he did very great fervice to that

church, and to the whole body, by his excellent works; and
by the minute attention he paid to the affairs which the depu-
ties of provinces communicated to him. No man mqs ever

better qualified to head either a coiiiiilory or a fynod, or to

difpute off-hand. He difcovercd this latter talent in the laft

conference, which Mad. de Duras defired to hear. This lady,

it feems, would not forfake her religion, till fhe had heard

Claude and the bifliop of Meaux difpute in her prefence

:

{he accordingly had her wafh ; for thefe two illuftrious champions
difputed at the countefs de Roic's her filler's, the ifl of March
1678. Each difputant wrote the relation of his conference,

and afcribed the vi6lory to himfelf. Thcfe relations were at

lirif only handed about in MS. but at lafl the bifhop of Meaux
publiflicd his in 1682, and that of Claude followed foon after.

Claude was diilinguiflied fiom the reft of the miniflers, by the

jranner in which the court ordered him to leave the kingdom.

He, like them, had a fortnight allowed him to leave it: but

the romilli clergy found means to fhorten even that time. For,

061. 22, 1685, the day on which the revocation of the edift of

Kantz -was regiftered at Paris, Claude at 10 in the morning was
ordered to leave France in 24 hours. He obeyed with the ut-

moft fubmiilion ; and fet out, attended by one of the king's foot-

men, who was ordered to condutl him to the frontiers of

France; and who, though he executed his orders faithfully,

yet treated him with civility. He fet out from Paris in the

liruffels coach ; and his fame flying before him, procured him
leveral obliging ollices from many perfons in his journey. He
paffed through Cambray, where he lay ; and v/as there pre-

fented with feme refrefhments by the jefuits. The father

reclor did Claude the honour to pay him a vifit, which Claude

returned ; and the difference of religion did not interrupt this

obliging correfpondence and marks of mutual elfeem.

He made Holland his place of refuge ; where he met with

a very kind reception, and was honoured with a confiderable

O Cenfion
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penfion by the prince of Orange. He ufed to preach from time

to time at the Hague; and his laft fermon was on Chriitmas-

tlay 1686 : where he difphiyed his excellent talent fo admirably,

that the princefs of L range was greatly atfe6led and extremely

pleafed with him. Claude had not a pleafing voice j which
gave occafion to this fmart faying of Moras, " that all the

voices will be for him except his own :" but this did not lelfen

the great fame and efteem in which his fermons were held.

On the Chriftmas-day we have mentioned, he was feized with
an illnefs, of which he died Jan. 13, 1687 ; and his death was
jufl: matter of grief to his whole party. Many judicious among
them regretted it the more, as thinking, that had he lived

longer, fo many fcandalous quarrels would not have broke out

among the proteftants, which have fince given fo much plea-

fure to the roman catholics : yet others have believed, with
greater probability, that it would have been impofliblc for any
man to have prevented them.

Claude married in 1648 •, and his wife brought him Ifaac

Claude, M.irch 5, 1653. His father was very fond of him, and
bred him to the miniftry. He ftudied in the univerfities of
France ; after which he returned to his father, who completed
him in his ftudies, efpecially in thofe relating to the pulpit. He
was examined at Sedan in 1678, and judged very worthy of be-

ing admitted into the miniftry. He was invited by the congre-

gation of the church of Clermont in Beauvoifis ; and his father

had the fatisfa£l:ion to impofe his hands on him in 1678, and
to fee him minifter of the Walloon church at the Hague, when
he retired to Holland in 1685. He died at the Hague, July 2g,
1695, after having publiflied many excellent works of his de-
ceafed father.

CLAUDIANUS (Claudius), a latin poet, flourifhed in the

ivth century, under the emperor Theodollus, and his fons Ar-
cadius and Honorius. Many learned men imagine him to have
been born at Alexandria in ^gypt: others however have made a
Spaniard of him j others a Frenchman ; and Plutarch and Po-
litian fuppofe Florence to have been the place of his nativity.

Be this as it will, it is certain that he came to Rome in 395,
when he was about 30 years old, and there he infmuated him-
felf into Stilico's favour : who, being a perfon of great abilities

both for civil and military affairs, though a Goth by birth, was
now become fo confiderable under Honorius, that he may be
faid for many years to have governed the weftern empire. Sti-

lico afterwards fell into difgrace, and v»'as put to death : and it

is more than probable, that the poet was involved in the misfor-

tunes of his patron, and feverely perfecuted in his perfon and
fortunes by Hadrian, an jl'^gyptian by birth, who was captain

©f the guards to Honorius, and feems 10 h.ave fucceeded Stilico j

for
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for we find him, in an epiftle to that mmifter, heavily venting

J}is forrows, and complaining of Hadrian's cruelty and unfor-

giving temper.

There is a reafon h.owever to think, that he rofe afterwards

to great favour, and obtained feveral honours bcth civil and mi-

Jitary. Nay, if the antiquaries are not miftaken, Arcadius and

Honorius granted him an honour, which feems to exceed any

that had ever been beftowed upon a poet before. For they

tell us, that thefe emperors, at the fenate's requeft, had ordered

a ftatue to be erecled for him in Trajan's forum, wdth a very

honourable infcription : and this they confirm by the late dif-

icovery of a marble, which, after it was carefully examined by

Pomponius Lretus and other able antiquaries, was judged to be

the pedeftal of Cb.udian's ftatue in brais. The infcription runs

thus :
" To Claudius Claudianus, tribune and notary, and

among other noble accompli fliments, the moft excellent of poets,

though his own poems are fuihcient to render his name immor-

tal, yet as a teilimony of their appi-obation, the moft learned and

happy emperors Arcadius and Honorius have, at the requeft of

the fenate, ordered this ftatue to be erected an4 placed in the

forum of Trajan." Under the infcription was placed the fol-

Jowing epigram in Greek, which was no lefs glorious to the

poet

:

Rome and the Csefars here his flatus rnife.

Who Homer's genius joined to Virgil's lays.

The princefs Serena had a great efteem for Claudian, and re-

commended and married him to a lady of great quality and for-

tune in Libya, as he acknowledges very gratefully in an epiftle

•which he addrefies to Serena from thence, a little before his

wedding-day.

There are a few little poems on facred fubjeds, which,

through miftake, have been afcribed by fome critics to Clau-

dian ; and fo have made him be thought a chriftian. But St.

Auftin, v/ho was contemporary with him, exprefaly fays, that

he was a heathen ; and Paulus Orofius the hiilorian, who like-

wife flouriflicd about that time, fays the fame. Gyraldus there-

fore juftly blames the ignorant credulity of Barthius and others,

who have imputed thefe poems to Claudius Claudianus •, and

rightly attributes them to Claudius Mamereus, a chriftian poet

of Vienna in Gaul, and contemporary with Sidonius ApoUina-

Tis> who commends him at large. The time of Clnudian's death

is uncertain, nor do we know any farther particulars of his life

than what are to be collf6led from his works. Father Rapin

fays of this poet, that he has fnewn but little judgment in his

writings. The fath.er is rather fevere, but not without a foun-

dation for his ceiifure
; yet we may fay with Gyraldus on the

other



CLAYTON. 6i

mhcT hand, that there are many flowers in Claudian which de-
ferve to be gathered, and will, in the hands of a man of tafte, be
iound of great ufe.

CLAVIUS (Christopher), an eminent mathematician,
was born at Bamberg in Germany, 1537 j and became a Jefuit.

TJiey fent him to Rome, where he was confidered as the Euclid
of his age ; and pope Gregory Xill. employed him, with other

learned men. in the correftion of the calendar. Clavius ac-

<]uitted himlelf well, and defended the new calendar againft'Jo-

loph Scaliger, who had attacked it with his ufual malignity.

The works of Clavius, of which the principal are his Arith-

metic, and Commentaries upon Euclid, have been printed in five

volumes, fol. He died at Rome in 1612.

CLAYTON (Dr. Robert), a prelate of great learning, of
diftinguiflied worth and probity, and a refpeftable member of

the Royal and Antiquarian Societies at London, was advanced
to thebifliopric of Killala, Jan. 23, 172^ ; tranflated to the fee

of Corke, Dec 19, 1735; to that of Clogher, Aug. 26, 1745 •,

and died, much laniented, Feb. 25, 1758. His publications

a^e, 1. A Letter in the Philofophical Tranfaftions, N° 461,

p 3 { 3, giving an account of a Frenchman 70 years old (at Iniih-

anan, in his diocefe of Cork), who faid he gave fuck to a child.

2. The chronology of the hebrew bible vindicated-, 1751, 4to.

3. An impartial enquiry into the time of the coming of the

jVIefliah •, in two letters to an eminent jew, 175T, 8vo. 4. An
Eflay on 8pirit : 175 i, 8vo. 5. A vindication of the Hiftories

of the Old and New Tellament, 1752, 8vo. reprinted in J 753.
6. A defence of the EfTay on Spirit, 17C3, Bvo. 7. A journal

from Grand Cairo to Mount Sinai, and back again, tranflated

from a manufcript written by the prefetto of jEgypt, in com-
pany with fonie miflionaries de propagandaJide at Grand Cairo:

to which are added, remarks on the origin of hieroglyphics, and
the mythology of the antient heathens [a1, 1753, J^vo. two edi-

tions 4to. and 8vo. It Vvas foon after this publication that his

[a] To the Society of Antiquaries, to this defign effeCleJ." [The bidiop pro-

whom this book was infcribed, bifhop poied to have ;jiven ica 1. per aniiam for

Clayton obferved, that aj the Journal live years.] The prefetto of ^gypt had

particularly defciibes many places in the with him peifons acquainted with the

v.ilJernefs, where great numbers of an- arabic, greek, habrew, fyriac, Coptic,

ticnt characters are hewn in the rocks ; if latin, armenian, turkilh, englifli, iUyri-

a perfon was fent to live fome time among can, german and bohemian languages;

the Arabs, he might get copies of the cha- yet none of them had any knowledge of

raders, and fome helps, by wh'ch the the charafters which were cut in the faid

antient hebtew charatflers, now loA, may rock 12 and 14 feet high with great in-

be recovered. He aided, '• I do not know duftry. The biihop declared, that he did

whom to ^pply to, more propeily to look r.ot make this propofal as a marter of j:c-

out for a fuitable perfon. As to the ex- riolity, but as it might be of great, fervicc

pence, I am willing to bear any propor- to the chriftian revelation, by corroborac-

tion yo'i Ihal! thinkproper, inordsr to have ing ihi hiibry of MolVs.

iordihip



62 C L E A N T H U S.

lordRiip became (in March 1754) a fellow of tlie Society of An-
tiquaries. 8. Some thoushts on felf-iove, innate ideas, free-will,

taile, fentiments, liberty and neceOity, &c. 1 754, 8vo. 9. A vin-

dication of the old and new teftament, part ii. adorned with feve-

ral explanatory cuts, 1754, Hvo. 10. Letters [b] between the bi-

fhop of Clogher and Mr. William Penn concerningbnptifm, 1755,
8vo. ri. A fpeech made in the houfe of lords in Ireland, on
Monday, Feb. 2, 1756, for omitting the nicene and athanafiaa

creeds out of the liturgy, &c. 1756, 8vo. third edition 1774. n.
A vindication, part iii. 1758, 8vo. The three parts of the vindi-

cation, with the El!ay on fpirit, were reprinted by Mr. Bowyer, in

one volume, 8vo, 175^; with feme additional notes, and an in-

dex of texts of fcripture illuftrated or explained.

This benevolent prelate highly efteemed the friendfliip of Mr.
Bowyer, honoured him with a regular and not unfrequent cor-

refpondence, and prefented him with the copy-right of all his

valuable writings [c].

CLEANTHUS, a ftolc philofopher, born at Vaflus in the

Troade in Afia, from an athletic became a follower of Zeno.

He got his bread by drawing water in the night, that he might
give the day to ftudy. Being cited before the areopagus to de-

clare how he gained his livelihood, he brought with him a gar-

dener and a country-woman : he drew water for the one, and

kneaded dough for the other. The judges were ordering him
a prefcnt ; but Cleanthus, who had a treafure in his labour, re-

fufed to accept of it. After the death of Zeno, he fupplied his

[b] " Having fome years ago heen in- turning on its own centre. In vindica-

dulged with a copy of the following letrers, tion of himfelf, he fent me the inclofed

after fome importanity I have at length letter to print, if I thought proper. As
obtained a permiflion for their publication

; I would not publifh any thing now under

which I was the more defirous of, as I ap- his name, which (hould be thought a ma-
prehend it may be of fervice to have a nifeft abfurdity ; and as I am not a pro-

friendly debate on one of the facraments per judge how far what he has here ad-

of the Church of England made known
; vanced is fo, I would humbly beg the fa-

whexe the reader, whatever he fhall de- vourof you to let me know if you think

termine, will receive apleafure at leaft in it barely plaulible. 1 do not prefume to

feeing a difpute, concerning fo important alk your decision on the queltion ; but

an article of religion, carried on without a only to fay whether what he hatli pro-

fcreaehofirs eliential char'afterillics, cha- duced hath the appearance of probability,

rity and candour." Advertifement of which is the chief obj-it of the prefs, and

Mr. Bowyer, prefixed to the Letters. in general the utmoft attainment of hu-

[c] That bifhop Clayton's confidence man inquiries. I have farther to alk par-

was not mifplaced, will appear by the don, if my regard to his charafter hath,

following letter, which was fent by Mr. made me exceed my own, when 1 fub-

Bowyer to Dr. Bradley, the celebrated fcribe myfelf, rev. fir, your moft humble
artronomer-royal : fervant, W. Bowyer. "

"rev. SIR, Nov. 9, 1753. We know not what anfwer was returned

Before the bifhop of Clogher died, he by Dr. Bradley, or wiicther his advancing

fell under the cenfure of fome aftrono- infirmities prevented his returning any;

jners, for having aiferted [in the fecond the bilhop's letter, however, did not ap-

part of his ' Vindication'] that the moon pear in print.

kept the fame face to the earth v.'ithoat

place
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place In the portico; having among his difciples, king AntigO'

nus, and Chryfippus, who was his fucceffor. This philofopher,

who flouriflicd about 240 years before the vulgar sera, died at

the age of 90. Like the generality of the fto:cs, he held that

a man ought neither to praife nor lament his deiiiiny, neither af-

iume any merit from his virtues, uor defpife himfelf for his vices.

Moral and phyfical evil appeared to him not lefs neceffary to the

beauty of the univerfc than moral and phyfical good. His no-

tion of perfection was voluntarily to fubmit to an unavoidable

fate. He patiently put up with the witticifms of his brother

philofophers. One of them having called him an afs :
" Yes,"

faid he, " I am Zeno's, and the only one that can carry his

pack." Being reproached one day with his timidity :
" It is a

happy defeat," he replied, ** it preferves me from a great many
faults." At another time he was blamed for fuch fingulariry in

his opinions ; he anfwered :
*' Would it be worth while to be a

philofopher, if I thought like others, and went with the throng?"

llie Athenians ofiered to make him a denizen of their city.

*' What then," returned he, " is it a difgrace to be born in one

city and not in another .-* What new merit Ihall I acquire on

becoming a Greek by adoption ?" He compared the peripate-

tics to mufical inftruments which make a noife without hearing

themfeives j a. comparifon that might fuit other fe£ls as well as

that.

CLEGHORN (George), was born of reputable parents, at

Granton, in the parifli of Crammond, near Edinburgh, on the

18th of December 1716. His father died in 17 19, and left a

widow and five children. George, who was the youngeft fon,

received the rudiments of his education in the grammar-fchool

of Crammond, and in the year 1728 was fent to Edinburgh to be

further inflrufted in the latin, greek, and french ; where, to a

fmgular proficiency in thefe languages, he added a confiderable

flock of mathematical knowledge. In the beginning of the year

1731 he refolved to fludy phyfic and furgery, and had the hap-
pinefs of being placed under the tuition of the late Dr. Alex-

ander Monro, a name that will be revered in that univerfity as

long as fcicnce (hall be cheriflied and cultivated. This great

profefTor was efteemed by all, but moll by thofe who were more
immediately under his dlre6lion. It was the lot of young Cleg-

horn to live under his roof; and in one of his letters his pupil

appeared to dwell with peculiar pieafure upon this circum-
flance ; obferving, that " his amiable manners and unremitting

atllvity in promoting the public welfare, endeared him to ail his

acquaintance, but more particularly to thofe who lived under
his roof, and had daily opportunities of admiring the fweetnefs

of his converfation, and the invariable benignity of his dif-

pofition." For fiive years he continued to profit by the inftruc-

tioa
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tion and example of his excellent mafter, vlfitlng patients iil

company with him, and afhfting at tlie difle6^ions in the anato-

mical theatre ; at the fame time he attended in their turn the

leftures in botany, materia mediea, chemillry, and the theory

and praftice of medicine ; and by extraordinary dihgence he at-

txadled the notice of all his preceptors. - On Dr. Fothergiil's ar-

rival from England at this univerfity, in the year 17^3, Dr.
Cleghorn was introduced to his acquaintance, and foon became
his infeparable companion. Thefe twin pupils then iliidied to^

gether the fame branches of fcience under the fame mailers,

with equal ardour and fuccefs ; they frequently met to compare
the notes they had colleded from the profefTors, and to com-
municate their refpe61;ive obiervations. Their rnoments of re-

laxation, if that time can be called relaxation which is devoted

to focial fiudies, were fpent in a feletl fociety of fellow-flu-

dents, of which Fothergill, RuC'el, and Cuming, were afToci-

ates •, a fociety fmce incorporated under the name of The Royal
Medical Society of Edinburgh.

Early in the year 1736, when young Cleghorn had fcarcely

entered into his twentieth year, fo great had been his progrefs,

and fo high a chara6ler had he acquiredj that at the recommen-
dation of Dr. St. Clair he was appointed furgeon in the 22d re-

giment of foot, then ftationed in Aiinorca, under the command
of Gen. St. Clair. During a reHdence of thirteen years in thi-t

ifland, whatever time could be fpared from attending the duties

of his llation, he employed either in inveftigating the nature of

epidemic difeafes, or in gratifying the paffion he early imbibed

for anatomy, frequently difie<£ling human bodies, and thofe of

apes, which he procured from Barbary, and comparing their

llru£lure with the defcriptions of Galen and Vefalius. In thefe

purfuits he was much affilled by his correfpondent Dr. Fother^

gill, who he acknowledges was indefatigable in fearching the

London fliops for fuch books as he wanted, and in forwarding

them by the earlieft and befi opportunities.

In 1749 he left Minorca, and came to Ireland with the 22d
regiment-, and in autumn 1750 he went to London, and, dur-

ing his publication of *' The Difeafes of Minorca," attended

Dr. Hunter's anatomical leclures. In rfl^ publication of his

book he was materially affilled by Dr. Fothergill. Of this work

the following eulogium has been pronounced by a competent

judge :
"• It forms a juft model for the imitation of future medi-

cal writers : it not only exhibits an accurate ftate of the air, but

a minute detail of the vegetable produclions of the illand ; and
concludes with medical obfervations, important in every point

of view, and in fome inllances either new, or applied in a man-
ner which preceding pra£lltioners had not admitted." It is a^

modern pratlice, for which we are indebted to Dr. Cleghorn,

to
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io recommend acefcent vegetables in low, remittent, and pu-
trid fevers, and the early and copious exhibition of bark, which
}i;;d been interdidled from miflaken facie, deduced from falfe

tlicories-

In 1751 the doctor fettled in Dublin; and, in imitation of

Monro and Hunter, began to give annual courfes of anatomy.

A few years after his coming to Dublin he was admitted into

the univerfity as lecturer in anatomy. In the year 1784 the

college of phyficians there elected him an honorary member ;

and iince that time, from lecturer in anatomy he was made pro-

felTor ; and iiad likewife the honour of being one of the original

members of the Irifh Academy for promoting arts and fciences,

which is now eftablifhed by royal authority. In I777» when
the Royal Medical Society was eilablillied at Paris, he was no-
minated a fellow of it.

About 1774, on the death of his only brother in Scotland,

lie fent for his furviving family, confifting of the widow and
nine children, and fettled them in Dublin under his own eye,

that he might have it more in his power to afford them that pro-

tecHon and aiTiitancc which they might (land in need of. His
eldc'f nephew William he educated in the medical profeflion

;

but after giving him the bed educntion which Europe could af-

iord, and getting him joined with himfelf in the leiturefhip,

the doctor's pleating hopes were unfortunately fruftrated by the

young gentleman's death, which happened about 1784. He died

univerJally and fmcerely regretted by all who knew him, on ac-

count of his uncommon abilities, and mofh amiable difpofition.

Dr. Cicghorn, with an acquired independence, devoted his

moments of leifure from the feverer ftudies of his profeflion to

iain)ing and horticulture.

Parva fegesfatis ell. Satis eft requiefcere redto.

Si licet, et folito membra levaie tore.

But his attention to this employment did not lelTen his care

of his rc'atioiis, who, from a grateful and affedionate regard,

looked up to him as a parent ; the duties of which Itation he fo

'rnderly filled up, as to induce Dr. Lettfom, from whofe me-
r.vjirs this account is l^iK^n, to apply to him the words of Ho-
race, Notus in fratres animi paterni. Dr. Cleghorn died ia

December 1789.
CLEIVELAND (John). See Cleveland.
CI.ELAND (John), was thefon of colonel Cleland, that ce-

lebrated fictitious member of the Spectators Club whom Steele

delcribes under the name of Vfill, Honeycombe. He was early

in life fent as conful to Smyrna, where perhaps he firll imbibed
thofe loofe principles which in his "Memoirs of a Woman of

VcL. IV. F Pleafure"
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Pleafare" are fo dangerouHy exemplified. On his return from
Smyrna, he went to the Eaft Indies j but, quarrelling with fomc
of the members of the preildency of Bombay, he made a pre-

cipitate retreat from the Eaft, with little or no benefit to his for-

tunes. Being without profefiion or any fettled means of fub-

fillence, he foon fell into difficulties-, a prifon and its miferies

were the confequences. In this fituation one of thofe bookfel-

lers who difgrace the profeflJo!i, offered him a temporary relief

for writing the work above alluded to, which brought a ftigma

on his name, that time has not obliterated. The fum given for

the copy was 20 guineas; the fum received for the fale could

not be lefs than 1 0,000 1. For this publication he was called

before the privy council ; and the circumftance of his diftreis

being known, as well as his being a man of fome parts, John
earl Granville, the then prefident, nobly refcued him from the

like temptation, by getting him a penfion of loo 1. a year, which
he enjoyed to his death, and which had fo much the defired ef-

fect, that except the *' Memoirs of a coxcomb," which has

fome fmack of diinpated manners, and the " Man of honour,"

writLcn as an amende honorable for his former exceptionable

book, he dedicated tlie reft of his life to political and philolo-

gical ftudies. He died Jan. 23, 1789, at the advanced age

of 82.

CLEMENCET (Charles), born at Painblanc in the diocefe

of Autun, entered of the congregation of St. Maur in 1722, at

the age of 18. After having taught rhetoric at Pont-le-Voy,

he was called to Paris in the monaftery of the White-cloak fry-

ars, where he died in 1778. Bleffed with a happy memory and

a difpofition to induftry, he continued to write till his death.

T he fruits of his application are : i. L'art de verifier les dates,

1750, 4to. reprinted, with very great alterations and additions,

1770, fol. The hiftorical part contains the fum and fubftance

of univerfal hiftory from the birth of Chrift to our times ; and

It is executed with the utmoft. attention to chronological pre'ci-

fi^on and learning. 2. General hiftory of Port- Royal, 10 vols.

j2mo. and feveral other works of lefs importance.

CLEMENS (lloMANUs), is faid to have been born at Rome,
where he lived a companion, probably, and fellow labourer of

St. Paul ; and was one of thofe, as it is generally imagined,

whofe names are written in the book of life. Origen calls him
a difclple of St. Peter; and it is not unlikely that he might
aid and affift this apoftle in founding the church at Rome. It

is certain, that he was afterwards bilnop of that fee ; but when'

he was made fo, cannot, it feems, be clearly determined.

There are various opinions about it. Some perfuade themfelves,

upon the authority of PertuUian and Eufebiua, that Clemens
wa*.
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\va5 confecrated by St. Peter, but admitted at firft to prefide

over that part only of the church which comprifed the jewilh

converts ; and that he did not come into the full pofleffion and

adminillration of his office, till the death of Linus, who had

been ordained by St. Paul, bifhop of the gentile church, and of

Anacletus, who fucceeded him : and this has been fixed to the

year 93. Others have contended, that Clemens fucceeded to

the care of the whole church in the year 64 or 65, and that he

held it to the year 81, or, as others again will have it, 83:
but all this, with the other circumftances of this father's life,

mud be left uncertain, as we find it.

We have nothing remaining of his works, of whofe genu-

inenefs we can be certain, excepting one epiftle, which was

written to the church of Corinth, in the name of the church of

Rome, to quiet fome difhurbances which had been raifed by un-

ruly brethren in the former ; and to re-eftablifli and confirm

them in that faith which had been delivered to them by the

apo files, but from which fome of them had revolted. The
epilUe has ufually been eflieemed one of the moil valuable mo-
numents which have come down to us of ecclefiaftical antiquity.

Here Clemens exhorts the Corinthians to be united, and at

peace with one another: he enjoins obedience particularly, and

fubmiffion to their fpiritual governors : he declares thofe who
had formed cabals againft their pallors, and had troubled the

church with their feditions, as utterly unworthy of the name of

chriftians : he points out to them the fatal confequences of fuch

divifions : he prefTcs them to return immediately to their duty,

by fubniitting to their rightful paftors, and pra6lifing all humi-

lity, kindnefs, and charity one towards another. This was very

good advice undoubtedly -, and as it probably wrought no ill ef-

feft formerly at Corinth, fo it would have been well if it had

been followed in many chriftian churches fince. The beft edi-

tion of Clemens's epiftle, is that of le Clerc's in his " Patre*

Apoftolici," in two vols, folio, Amft. 1698.

CLEMENS (Tit us Flavius), an eminent father of the

church, in the end of the iid and beginning of the iiid century,

was an Athenian, as fome will have it, but according to others

an Alexandrian ; on which account he is ufually called Clemens

Alexandrinus, by way of diftinguifhing him from Clemens Ro-
manus. When Pantienus was fent by Demetrius, bifhop of

Alexandria, to preach the gofpel to the Indians, at the requeft

of their ambafladors, as he was about the year 191, Clemens

fucceeded him in the catechetical fchool. He acquitted him-

felf admirably well in this employment ; and many great men
came out of it, as Origen and Alexander biftiop of Jerufalem.

Clemens's method of inftrudling the catechumens is ("aid to have

been this. He pointed out to them, and explained all that was

F 2 gopd
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good in the pagan philofophy ; and then led them on infenfibly

to chrlftianity. For in his philofophic charader, which he
fecms ftill to have preferved, he was an eclectic ; that is, he
was not attached to any particular feet of philofophers, but left

himfelf at liberty to pick out what he thought good and found
from them all.

After holding the ofEice of catechifl, Clemens was raifed to

the prieithood, probably at the beginning of the emperor Se-

verus's reign ; fmce Eufebins, in his hiftory of the events of the

year 195, gives Clemens the title of priefl. About this time he
undertook a defence of chrirtianity againft pagans and heretics,

in a work intituled Stromates, on account of the variety of mat-

ter of which it treats : for Stromates figniiies vaviegati fermones,

or difcourfes abounding with niifcellaneous matter. In this work
he has made fo great a colle6lion of htatlien learning, for the

fake of {hewing the conformity there is between feme opinions

which the chriftians and the philofophers held in common, as

Ihows him to have read almoll every thing that had been writ-

ten. When Severus began a perfecution againft the chriitians,

which he is faid to have been provoked to by a rebellion of the

jews (for the pagans had not as yet learned to diftinguifh jews

and chriftians), many left jEgypt to efcape the violence of it.

Clemens feems to have been aniong thofe who fled ; and upon
this occafion drew vip a difcourfe, to prove the lawfulnefs of

flying in times of perfecution ; for this expedient, though exph-

citly allowed and even enjoined in the gofpel, had been rejecled

by fome early converts, as a bafe defertion of the caui'e ; by

Tertullian in particular. Clemens went to Jerufalem, and took

up his abode for fome time with Alexander, who was foon after

biftiop of that fee. During his ft,;y there he was of great fer-

vice to the church, as appears from a letter of Alexander to the

church of Antioch, which Clemens himfcif carried : in which
Alexander fays, that " Clemens was a man of great virtue, as

the church of Antioch knew already, and would know better

when he came among them ; and that having been at Jerufalem,

he had, by God's blelTmg, greatly confirmed and ftrengthened

that church."

From Aiitioch he returned to Alexandria ; but we know not

how long he lived : all that can be faid is- that he furvived Pan-

tKnus at leaft fome vears, and that he was not old when he com-
pofedhisStromata; for heteils us plainly, that he had made that

colledlion with a view of its ferving him in his old age, when
his memory fhould come to fail him. Hiftory fays nothing of

his death ; but his memory appears to have been highly reve-

renced at Alexandria, as we learn from an extra£l of a letter

from Alexander to Origen, preferved by Eufebins- Among
fevexal works which Clemens was the author of, there are only

three
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three confiderable ones remaining : i. Protrepticon ad gentes,

or, An exhortation to thepa,ans : in which he refutes tlie error

and falfehood of their religions, and exhorts them to embrace

chriflianity. 2. Piedagogus, or, the fchoolmafter : in which
he lays down a regular plan of duty for the chrlftian convert.

And, 3. The Stromata. Daniel Heinfius has well enough com-
pared thefe three works of Clemens to the three diflerent de-

grees which the heathen myflagogues and philofophers obferved^

when they introduced a candidate to the knowledge of the

myfteries ; the firft of wliich was purgation, the fecond initiation,

and the third intuition. Now, fays Heinfius, Clemens in his

Protrepticon has laboured to purge his pupil from the filth of

heathen idolatry and fuperilition : in his Psedagogus he has ini-

tiated him into the rites and duties of a chriitian : and in his

Stromata he has admitted him to a fight of thofe tremendous

myfleries which the adepts only were qualified to contemplate*

Bcfides thefe works, there are preferred fome pieces of Cle-

mens, of a fmaller kind •, as an homily intituled, Qu^is dives fal-

vetur ? What rich man can be faved ? which was firft printed

at Paris in 1672, and afterwards at Oxford in 1683, with fome
other fragments in greek and latin. All thefe have been printed

in the latter editions of his works ; the bell of which is that

publifl-ied in two vols, folio by Potter, afterwards archbifhop of

Canterbury, at Oxford in 1715.
CLEOPATRA, queen of ^gypt, was the daughter of Pto-

lemy Auletes king of that country, who, dying in the year 51
before Chrifl, bequeathed his crown to the eldeft of his fonsand
the elded of his daughters ; ordering them to be joined to each
other in marriage, according to the ufage of their family, and
jointly to govern the ?egyptian kingdom. They were both of

them very young, Cleopatra the eldeft being only 1 7 ; and
therefore he committed them to the tuition of the roman fenate.

They, however, could not agree, either to be married, or to reign

together. Ptolemy, the brother, deprived Cleopatra of that Ihare

in the government which was left her by Auletes's will, and
drove her out of the kingdom. She raifed an army in Syria

and Paleftine, for the obtaining of her rcftoration j and was
now at war with her brother Ptolemy.

At this conjundure, Julius Csefar, in the purfuit of Pom-
pey, failed into x^gypt, and came to Alexandria. Here he
employed his vacant hours in heaving and determinii'g the

controverfy between Ptolemy and his filter Cleopatra : which he
claimed a right to do as an arbitrator appointed by the will

of Auletes, the power of the Romans being then veiled in him
as their dictator. The caufe was accordingly brought to Cxfar's
hearing, and advocates on both fides were appointed to plead

the matter before him. But Cleopatra, confidering that Ccefar

was extravagantly addided to women, laid a plot to attach him
F 3 firlfe
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firft to her perfon, and next to her caufe : for Cue made no
fcruple of prollituting herfelf for lull, or for interell, according

as {he was a<fluated by either of thofe paffions. Sending to

Csefar, therefore, fhe complained that her caufe was betrayed by
thofe that managed it for her ; and prayed, that flie might be

permitted to come to him in perfon, and plead it herfelf before

him. This being granted, flie came fecretly into the port of

Alexandria in a fmall fkiff towards the dufk of the evening •,

and the better to get to Caefar, without being (lopped by her

brother or any of his party, who then commanded the place,

fhe caufed herfelf to be tied up in her bedding, and thus to be

carried to Csefar's apartment on the back of one of her fervants.

Cxfar was too fenfible of the charms of beauty not to be

touched with thofe of Cleopatra. She was then in the prime

of her youth, about the 20th year of her age •, and one of thofe

perfe6l beauties, whofe every feature has its particular charm.

All which was feconded by an admirable wit, comm.anding

addrefs, and withal a voice fo harmonious and bewitching,

that, it is faid, that fingle perfedtion, without the help of her

eyes, than which nothing could be finer, was enough to foften

the moil obdurate heart. To be fhort, Csefar lay with her

that very night; and is fuppofed to have begotten on her a

fon, who was afterwards from his name called Csefarion. The
next morning he fent for Ptolemy, and prefied him to receive

his filler again upon her own terms : but Ptolemy, perceiving

that inflead of a judge he was become her advocate, appealed

to the people, and put the whole city in an uproar. A M'-ar

commenced : and the matter being foon determined by a battle,

in which Caefar came oiF conqueror, Ptolemy, on his en-

deavouring to efcape over the Nile in a boat, was funk v/ith

it, and drowned in that river. Then Ccefar fettled the king-

dom upon Cleopatra, and the furviving Ptolemy, her younger

brother, as king and queen ; which was in effe£l to put the \vhole

into her hands, this Ptolemy being then no more than 1 1 years

old, and not in a capacity to interfere in the adminiftration of

Hate affairs, and Cleopatra'was determined that he never fhould

interfere ; for when he was grown up to be 15 years old, and

thereby become capable of iliaring the royal authority, as well as

the name, fhe made away with him by poifon, and then reigned

alone in JSgypt. However, fne followed Cjefar to Rome, and

was there when he was killed in the fenate-houfe ; but being

terrified by that g.ccident, and the fubfequent diforders of the

city, flie ran away prefently with great precipitation. Her au-

thority and credit with Csefar, in whofe houfe (he was lodged,

made her infolence intolerable to the Romans ; whom fhe feems

to have treated on the fame foot with her own ^Egyptians.

After the battle of Philippi, Cleopatra was fummoned by

Antony to anfwer an accufation againft her, as if fhe had fa^

vour«d
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vourcd the intereft of Cafuus. She had indeed done fo la feme
meafure ; and fhe knew well enough, that this had not been
very pleafing to the triumviri, coniidering what Ihe owed to

ihc rneniory of Julius Cxfar. hhe depended liowever on her

wit and beauty ; and perfuaded herfeh^, that thofe charms, with

which flie had conquered Ca^far's lieart, were lliii powerful

enough to conquer Antony's; for Ihe was not yet above 26
years of age. Full of thefe afl'urances, fhe went to '\ntony j

and her manner of approaching him was fo very gallant and
noble, that at firil fight it made a moll pleafing impreffion upon
Ids foul. Antony waited for her at Tarfus in Cilicia. Cleo--

patra arriving at the mouth of the river Cydnus, embarked in a

veflel whofe Hern was of gold, fails of purple filk, oars of fil-

ver, and a concert of feveral inltruments that kept time with the

oars. She herfelf was laid under a canopy of a rich cloih of

gold, drelled like Venus riling out of the fea : about her were
lovely children like Cupids fanning her: the handfomell of lier

women, habited like Nereids and Graces, were leaning negli-

gently on the fides and flirouds of the veflel : the fweers that

were burning perfumed the banks^of the river, which were co-

vered with an infinite number of people, who ran thither with
fuch earneiluefs, that Antony, who was mounted on a throne to

make a fliew of majtfly, was left quite alone •, while the mul-.

titude at the river fliouted for joy, and cried, that " the goddefs

Venuswas cometo vifit the god Bacchus for the happinefs ofAfia."

By thefe arts, and the charms of her perfon, ihe drew An-
tony into thofe fnares which held him enflaved to her as long

as Ije lived, and finally caufed his death.

It would not be to our purpofe to be particular in relating the

war between Antony and Cxfar ; the battle of Allium, as is

well known, determined the victory in favour of the latter

;

wliere Cleopatra flying firll, Antony haftened after. He con-

ceived however great difpleafure at Cleopatra upon this occa-

fion, and continued three days without feeing her ; but after-

wards recovered his ufual humour, and devoted himfelf to plea-

fure. Mean while, Cleopatra made trial of all forts of poifons

upon criminals, even to the biting of ferpents j and finding,

after many experiments, that the fling of an alp gave the

quicked and the eafiefl death, it is believed flie made choice

of that kind of death, if her ill fortune fljould drive her to an
extremity. After they were returned to ^gypt, and found
themfelves abandoned by all their allies, they fent to make pro-

pofals to C?eiar. Cleopatra alted the kingdom of -^gypt for

her children ; and Antony defired he might live as a private

man at Athens, if C^efar was not willing he fliould tarry in

iEgypt. Ciefar abfolutely reje6led Antony's propofal, and fent

to Cleopatra that he would refufe her nothing that was juil an4
F 4 reafpnablc,
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reafonable, if fhe would rid herfelf of Antony, or drive him
out of her kingdom. She refufed to a6l openly agalnft An-
tony ; but betrayed him in every effort that he made, till {lie

obliged him to put an end to his own life, for fear of falling

into Csefar's hands. When Antony was dead, Cleopatra could

nor forbear moft paflionately bemoaning the lofs of him : how-
ever, upon Caefar's approach to Alexandria, Ihe was quite at-

tentive to her own fecurity. Near the temple of Ifis fhe had

raifed a {lately building, which fhe defigned for her fepulchre :

into this flie now retired ; and into this was carried by her

order all her treafure, as gold, jewels, pearls, ivory, ebony,

cinnamon, and other precious woods. It was filled befides with

torches, faggots, tow, and other combuflible matter : fo that

Csefar, who had notice of it, was afraid left out of defpair fhe

Ihould burn herfelf in it, with all thofe vaft riches ; and there-

fore contrived to give her hopes from time to time that fhe

might expecl all good ufage, from the efteem he had for her.

The truth is, Caefar earneltly defired to expofe this queen in

his triumph to the Romans ; and with this view fent Proculus

to employ all his art and aUdrefs in felzing upon her. Cleo-

patra would not let Proculus enter, but fpoke to him through

the chinks of the door. Proculus however flole in with two

others at a v/indow ; which one of her women perceiving, cried

out, " Poor princefs ! you are taken." At this cry, Cleopatra

turned her head, and drew out a dagger with an intent to ftab

herfelf j but the Roman caught hold of her arm, and faid,

*' Will you, madam, injure both yourfelf and Caefar, in de-

priving him of the molt illuftrious tellimony he can give o[ h.is

gcnerofity, and make the gentlefl of princes pafs for cruel ?"

He then took the dagger from her, and fearched all her clothes

with care, left fhe fhould have any poifon concealed about her.

Ciefar was extremely joyed at the news of liaving in his

hands that lofty queen, who had lifted the crown of -5^.gypt

above the empire of Rome ; yet commanded her to be ferved

in all refpefts like a queen. She became inconfolable for the

lofs of her liberty, and fell into a fever, vt'hich gave her hopes

that all her forrows would foon end with her life. She had

befides refolved to abftain from eating ; but this being known,

her children were threatened with death if flie perfifled in

that. Caefar at length refolved to fee her, and by his civilities

to confirm her mind a little. He found her upon a low bed j

but as foon as fhe faw Caefar, fhe rofe up in her fliift, and

threw herfelf at his feet. Caefar civilly raifed her up, and fat

down at her bed's head. She began to juftify herfelf; but the

proofs againft her being too notorious, flie turned her j unifi-

cation into prayers, and put into his hand an inventory of all her

treafure ^nd jewels. Seleucus, CIeopatra'6 treafurer; had fol-

5 lowe4
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lowed Csefar ; and by a barbarous ingratitude affirmed her to

have concealed many things which were not in that account.

Upon this Cleopatra's choler arofe ; flie threw herfelf out of

bed, and, running to this perfidious officer, took him by the

hair, and beat him feverely. Her anger might be real
j yet

the character of this woman makes one ready to fufpedt, that

it was but to fliew Ca'far her beautiful (hape and perfon, in

which fhe had ftill fome confidence. He did not feem moved
by it ; but only laughed at the thing, and led the queen to her

bed. Having private notice foon utter, that ihe was to be car-

ried to Rome within three days, to make a part in the ihow at

Csefar's triumph, {he caufed herfelf to be bitten by an afp,

which, they fay, was brought to her concealed in a baltet of

figs •, and of this flie died, not hov/ever till fhe had paid certain

funeral rites to the memory of Antony, and flied abundance of

tears over his tomb. C?efar was extremely troubled at her

death ; as being by it deprived of the greatell ornament of his

triumph
;
yet he could not but admire the greatnefs of her

courage, in preferring death to the lofs of liberty. He ordered

her a very magnificent funeral ; and her body, as flie defired,

was laid by that of Antony.

Thus died this princefs, whofe wit and beauty made fo much
noife in the world, after fhe had reigned from the death of her

father 22 years, and lived 39. iShe was a woman of great

parts, as well as of great vice and wickednefs. She fpoke fe-

veral languages with the utmoft readinefs •, for, being well

fkilled in greek and latin, fhe could converfe with Ethiopians,

Troglodites, Jews, Arabians, Syrians, Medes, and Perfians«,

without an interpreter ; and always gave to fuch as were of

thefe nations, as often as they had occafion to addrefs her, an
anfwer in their own language. In her death ended the reign

of the family of Ptolemies in Egypt, after it had continued

from the death of Alexander 294 years ; for, after this, Egypt
was reduced into the form of a roman province, and fo re-

mained 670 years, till it was taken from them by the Saracens

in 64 1

.

CLERC (John le), a celebrated writer, and univerfal fcho-

lar, was born at Geneva, March J9, 1657. His father, Stephen
le Clerc, was a learned and eminent citizen of Geneva, who
iirft praftifed phyfic, ami was afterwards made greek profeflor

in that academy, and fenator of the republic. His mother, Su-
fanna Gallatin, was a fcnator's daughter, and of an illuftrious

family. He had two brothers, younger than himfelf : Daniel,
an eminent phyfician and fenator at Geneva, who wrcte in

french, ** A hiitory of Phyfic, as far as to Galen's time," which
was publifhed at Amflerdam in 1702, and highly valued by tlie

profcflbrs in that fcienipe ^ d^nd Francis, who fettled at Leipiic,
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in the condition of a merchant. Their father took uncommon
care of their education, and John was fent to a grammar-fchool

at eight years of age ; where he foon difcovered a violent in-

clination to books, and fuch a genius for poetry, that, as he

tells us himfelf, if he had duly cultivated it, he would probably

have gained no fmall reputation in that way. But the more
ferious itudies, to which he applied himfelf, made him en-

tirely neglecl poetry, fo that he never wrote verfes but on par-

ticular occafions. Thus in 1689, having tranfiated into french

two fermons of bifhop Burnet, preached before king William,

on account, he fays, of the friendfhip which fubfifled between

himfelf and that prelate, he fubjoined to the one a fmall poem
in heroic, and to the other an epigram in elegiac verfe, upon

England reilored to liberty.

When he was about 16 years old, he was removed from the

grammar-fchool, and placed under M. Chouet, to ftudy philor

fophy -, and in this he fpent two years, but did not yet enter

upon the lludy of divinity, thinking it better to employ another

year in perfefting himfelf dill more in the belles lettres, and

alfo in acquiring the elements of the hebrew tongue. Ke did

fo : he read all the books that could any ways improve him in

this purfuit; and it was this conftant alTiduity and application,

to which he inured himfelf in his youth, that enabled him

afterwards to go through fo much uninterrupted fatigue of

reading and writing, and to publiih fuch a vaft variety of

works. At 19 years of age he began to fcudy divinity under

Philip Mellrezat, Francis Turretin, and Lewis Tronchin, and

he attended their ledures above two years.

After he had palled through the ufual form? of ftudy at Ger

neva, and had loll his father in 1676, he refolved to go lor

fome time into France j and thither he went in 1678, but re-

turned the year after to Geneva, and was ordained with the

general applaufe of his examiners. Soon after, he happened

upon the works of Curceil.-eus, his great uncle by his father's

fide, which had been publiflied by Limborch in 1674, but were

not eafily to be got at Geneva among the calvinills, who had

no dealings with the arminians; and by reading thefe he be-

came fo convinced that the remonftrants had the better of the

argument againft all other proteftants, that he refolved to leave

both his own country and France, where the contrary princi-

ples were profefTed. In 1680 he went to Saumur, a pro-

tevlant univerfity, where he firft read the works of Fpifcopius,

with whofe learning and eloquence he was mightily plealed.

Ke alfo began to make notes and obfervations upon the old

teftament, which he read in the Polyglott, which notes were

of ufe to him, when he came afterwards to write his com-

mentaries. While he was at Saumur, there cam© out a book
with
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with this title, Liberii de fan6lo amore epiftolie theologicse, in

quibus varii fcholafticorum errores caftlgantur. This book
contains 320 pages in 8vo, and confifts of ** eleven theolo-

gical epiltles, in which feveral errors of the fchoolnien ars

corrected." It was afcribed by fome to le Clerc, while others

thought it too learned to be written by a young man of 24-

It is certain tliat though he never owned it, yet he fpeaks of it

in fuch a manner as niuif almofl. convince us that he was really

the author of it.

In 1^82, le Clerc, intending to vifit England, took his way
through Paris, and arrived at London in May. Tliis journey

was undertaken chiefly with a view of learning the engUfh lan-

guage ; which, with the help of a mailer, he foon eftccted.

He preached feveral times in the french churches at London,
and vlhted feveral bilhops and men of learning ; but the fmoky
air of the town not agreeing with his lungs, he returned to Hol-
land, after lefs than a year's Itay, in company with the celebrated

hiftorian Gregorio Leti, who formerly lived at Geneva, and
was then retiring to Holland. He vifited Limborch at Amfter-
dam, from whom he learned the condition of the remonftrants

in the United Provinces. He did not yet join them -, but he
difcovered his real fentiments to Limborch, with whom he en-

tered into a ftritl friendlhip, which laded till th-e death of that

great man. He had not been long in Holland before his friends

and relations entreated him to return to Geneva, which accord-

ingly he did j but not being able to diflemble his opinions,

which were contrary to thofe eftabliflied by law, he thought it

prudent, on his own, as well as their accounts, to leave his

native country again, and arrived in Holland at the latter end
of 1683. The year after he preached fometimes in french

in the church of the remen lira nts, but was foon obliged to

leave off preaching ; for what reafon is not known, but con-

jeclured ti) be the jealoufy of the Walloon minifters, who finding

their audiences very thin when le Clerc preached, prevailed

upon the magiftrates to forbid his preaching any more. In

1684, when the remonltrants held a fynod at Rotterdam, he
preached once n.ore before them ; and was then admitted pro-

ielTor of philofophy, the hebrew tongue, and polite literature in

their fchool at Amllerdam.
The remainder of his life ofFers nothing to us, but the hiflory

of his works, and of the controverfies in which he was engaged ;

and this gives us a wonderful idea of the man, and of the pro-

digious fervices he did in his days to letters and ro religion. .

in 1696 he publiihed the two firll volumes of, v>hat is faid to

have been his favourite work, his Ars critica ; to which he
added, in 1^)99, his Epiltolse criticve & ecclefiafticte, which
|iiake up the third volume of that performance. The cenfures he

palVes
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pafles upon Quintus Curtius, at the end of the fecond \'olunie,

where he decrees how to judge in a proper manner of tl;e flylc

and chara6ter of an author, involved him in a controverfy with

certain critics ; and Perizonius in particular. His third volume

is employed chiefly in defending himfelf againll exception?

which had been made by the learned Dr. Cave to fome afier-

tions in the tenth volume of his Bibliotheque univerfelle, and

clfewhere. Le Clerc had faid, and indeed jutUy, that Cave, in

his Hiftoria literaria of ecclefiallical writers, had concealed

many things of the fathers, for the fake of enhancing their

credit, which an impartial hiftorian fhould have related ; and

that, inftead of lives of the fathers, he often wrote panegyrics

upon them : le Clerc had alfo aflerted the arianifrn of Eufebius.

Both thefe aflertions Cave endeavoured to refute, in a latin dif-

fertation publifhed at London in 1696; v/hich, with a defence

of it, has fince been reprinted in his Hiitoria literaria. To this

latin diflertation le Clerc's third volume is chiefly an anfwer ;

and the firll fix letters, containing the matters of difpute be-

tween him and Cave, are infcribed to three englifh prelates, to

whom le Clerc thought fit to appeal for his equity and candid

dealing:- the ift and 2d to Tenifon archbifhop of Canterbury,

the 3d and 4l:h to Burnet bifiiop of Salifbury, and the 5th and

6th to Lloyd bifhop of Worceller. The 7th, 8th, and 9th, are

critical difTertations upon points of ecclefiaftical antiquity: aiid the

10th relates to an englidi verfion of his additions to Hammond's
annotations on the new teftament ; wherein the tranflator, not

having done him juflice, expofed him to the cenfure of Cave

and other divines here. At the end of thefe epiftles, there is,

addrefled to Limborch, wliat he calls an ethical difTerration, in

which this queftion is debated, " An femper refpondendum fit

calumniis theologorum •" that is, in plain terms, " Whether
writers, whofe principles may happen to be dilliked by the

orthodox clergy, fhould always think themfelves obliged to an-

fwer whatever calumnies they may attempt to fallen upon

them ?" The 4th edition of the Ars critica, which had been

corrected and enlarged in each fuccefTive edition, was printed at

Amflerdam in 1712.

In 1709 he publifhed an elegant edition, v/ith notes of his

own, of Sulpicius Severus, and alfo of Grotius de veritate, &c.

to which, befides notes, he added a treatife " De eligenda inter

chriilianos diiTentientes fententia." The fame year he publiflied,

•axiA. dedicated to lord Shaftefoury, the celebrated author of the

Charaftcriflics, &c. " A colledlon of the remains of Menander

and Philemon •" a completer colleclion than had been made by

Grotius aud others; to which he added a new latin verfion

and notes. It is allowed by le Clerc's friends, that he com-

mitted feveval errors in this work, which proceeded from liis

not
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r.ot having carefully enough attended to the metre ; and there-

fore it is not Turprifing, that the critics and philologers, who
had long been at enmity with him, iliould take the opportunity

oi" faiiing foul upon him. The attack was begun by our learn-

ed Benrley, under the name of Fhilelcutherus Lipfienfis

;

whole cenfure, it is faid, we know not how truly, vexed le Clerc

to fuch a degree, that it threw him into a lit of fickncfs which

laited feveral days. Bentley's Emendationes, as they are called,

of le Clerc's edition were pubiilhed at Utrecht in 17 lo, with a

preface written by Burman ; in which there is fo much inhu-

manity and rancour vented in the moft abufive language againll

le Clerc, that perhaps the like was never crowded into thirty

octavo pages. Burman had abufed le Clerc, in the preface to

his Petronius, publilhed in 1709 -, and it was the nature of

tlie man to be foul-mouthed, and to abufe every body. Le
Clerc did not think proper to make any reply to what Bentley

and Burman had written againll him ; for, he fays, there is no

mere necelhty for anfweving always the calumr.ies of critics than

of divines. The truth, is, he plainly law that he had given

fome reafon for the exceptions that were made, and therefore

thought it better to be iilent. However, he received a defence

of himfelf from an unknown psrfon, who ailumed the name of

Philargyrius Cantabrigienfis ; and publifhed it in 1711, with a

preface written by himfelf. This Philargyrius Cantabrigienfis

is faid to have been Cornelius de Pauw, a gentleman who
diftlnguiilied himfelf by philofophical and critical publica-

' tions.

Some may be apt to wonder that le Clerc, who always ex-

prefTed an high regard for tlie englifn nation, dedicated feveral of

liis principal works to the prelates and great men of it, and was
fo inftrumenral, by means of his Bibliotheques, in fpreading,

and v^ithal fo detirous to fpread the abilities, learning, and
merits of its ablcil writers throughout Europe, Ihouid yet be fo

frequently attacked by fome or ether of its fcholars and divines,

as to feem almoft the conftant butt of its malice and refentment.

But let it be remembered, that le Clerc's arminian principles

were dire<fl:ly oppofite to the nonjuring and high-church prin-

ciples, which then prevailed much in England ; that tliough

he exprefied a zeal for chrlltianity, yet lie abhorred any thing

v\iuch looked like an hierarchy ; and that hence he was often

led to fpeak favourably, and perhaps with fome degree of ap-

probation, of books publilhed here, which were in the mean
time, together with their authors, anatliematifed by our own
divines. Tindal's " Rights of the chriftian church," which
came out in 1706, affords a memorable inflance. A book was
never publifhed more vexatious to the englifli clergy than this ;

yet le Clerc, in his Bibliotlieque Choilie of the fame year, not

only^
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only approved, but even epitomifed nnd recommcr.'-led It In ttitf

ftrongelt terms imaginable, h may be remembered alfo, that

about tiie fame time, or perhaps a little before, there was a

fcheme formed among fome great perfonages, to briag le Cierc

over to England, and to make a better provifion for him than

he enjoyed at Amllerdam : for this fome affirm to have been
one caufe of the jealoufy and ill-will conceived againil him,
and to have drawn upon him fom.e attacks, which might other-

wile not have been made ; that from Bentley in particular. It

appears by the vail number of hooks le Clerc pubHilied, that he
was a very laborious as well as a very learned man. He would
have been a more correct writer, if he had written lefs, and ta-

ken more pains with what he wrote. His works however every

where abound with good fenfe and found learning ; and the

greateft part of them will be valued while liberty and literature

Ihall maintain their ground in Europe.

He always enjoyed a very good (late of health, till 1728, when
he was feized with a palfy and fever, which deprived him of fpeech

and almoil of memory. The malady increafed daily •, and after

fpending the fix laft years of his life with little or no underftand-

ing, he died, Jan. 8, 1736, in his 79th year. He had been mar-
ried in 1 69 1, when he was about 34 years old} and his wife,

who was the daughter of Gregorio Leti, had brought him four

children, who all died young. Le Clerc was an honed, candid,

good kind of man j not ambitious of either honours or riches.

He had very uncommon natural parts, and very uncommon ac-

quirements ; yet we do not find that the love of fame or vain-

glory ever tempted him to play loofe with his friends or with

truth. He was fatis lied with a competency of fortune, if in-

deed he could be faid to have it ; and though one is ready to fuf-

petl tliat he was driven to write fo much for the fake of the

profits attending it, yet he tells us in that life which he wrote of

himfelf to 1 7 1 1, that he had received for all his labours little elfe

from the bookfellers than books, V/hatever projects might be

on foot for his coming into England, they do not feem to have

been begun on his fide : for he ahvays appeared happy in the ftu-

dious and phiiofophic eafe M'-hich he enjoyed at Amllerdam, di-

viding his time between his pupils and his books. Upon the

whole, he was a very excellent and valuable man ; and religion

and learning have both been infinitely obliged to him.

CLERC (Sebastian le), defigner and engraver, was born

at Metz in 16-} 7, of a family in fuch an humble condition, that

he entered while very young into the abbey of St. Arnould in

that city, in quality of helper in the kitchen. He had fuch a

natural talent for drawing, that all the moments of leifure he

could get from his employment he filled up in making little

portraits with a pen on fuch fcraps of paper as he found about

9 the
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the kitchen. The prior of the houfe caught him one day oc-

cupied in this manner ^ and, on examining his performance,

perceived in it fuch marks of genius as allowed him not to

doubt that young le Clerc would attain to excellence if ever fo

little ailifted by art. He immediately took the refolution to

cultivate his natural bent, put the crayon into his hand, and

gave him to the care of one of the monks, with orders to get him
inftruded. At ten years old he could handle the graver. At
the fame time he applied himfelf to the (ludy of geometry, per-

fpeclive, fortification, and architeclure, in which he made as ra-

pid a progrefs as in drawing and engraving. Marflial de la

Ferte made choice of him for his geographical engineer •, Louis

XiV. for his engraver in ordinary, at the follicitation of, Colbert

;

and pope Clement XI. honoured him with the title of a roman
knight. In addition to this fuperiof merit and this ftrong capa-

city for the arts, le Clerc had kind affections and an infmuating

addrefs. He died at Paris the 25th of October 17 14, at the age

of 77. This matter treated every fubje^l with equal excellence •,

us landfcapcs, architecfure, ornaments. They ftrike the be-

holder with a lively and glowing imagination kept under due

reftraint, a correftnefs of dcilgn, a wonderful fertility, a nobl.::^

and elegant expreffion, and a fine execution. The produclionb

of his graver, amounting to upwards of 3O00, would have been

fufficient of themfelves to have gained him a great reputation,

independently of thofe of his pen. The principal of the latter

kind are: i. A treatife of theoretic and practical geometry;

reprinted in 1745, Bvo. with the life of the author. Colbert,

informed of the fuccefs of this work, ordered le Clerc a penfiou

of 600 crowns, and apartments in the gobelins. But he pre-

fently after gave up this penfion, which confined him to the

king's fervice, in order to work more freely, and on fubje£l:s of

his own choice. 2. Atreitifc on architeclure, 2 vol. 4to. 3.

A difcourfe on the point ot view ; in which the author fliews a

profound knowledge of this fubjeft. After Cailot,he is tlie en-

graver who has moft diftindly fliewn five or fix leagues extent

of country in a fmall fpace [d1.

CLEVELAND, or rather CLEIVELAND (For fo he and his

family fpelt their name) (John), a noted loyaiift and popular

poet in the reign of Charles L was the fon of the Rev. Thomas
v^leiveland, M. A. fome time vicar of Hinckley, and reclor of

Stoke in tlie county of Leicelter [e]. John, wno was his eldeft

fon,

[d] See the Catalogue r-aifonne de Clergy," p. szr. " He was a very great

r<Euvi-e de Seoartien le Clerc, with his lufferer (tor epifcopacy, A;c.}, was father

life, by M. Jombert, Paris 177,, 3 voli, to the f.imous John CieavclarJ the poet,

8vo. a very curious and jntererting work. and had, at the time of his fcqueilnnlon,

[e] Ot whom we have the following niue [eight] children (feveial ofwhii.h,

eylojium in Walker's " Sufferings of the befides the poet, were fufJerers aifo) ;
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fon, was born iri r6i3, at Loughborough, where his father waft

then affiftant to the redor ; but he was educated at Hinckley,

under the rev. Richard Vynes, a man of genius and learning,

who was afterwards as much diftiiiguilhed among the prefbyte-

rian party as his fcholar was among the cavaliers [fJ. In his J 5th

year our poet was removed to Cambridge, and admitted of

Chrifh's college, Sept. 4, 1627, where he took the degree of

B. A. in 1631. He was thence tranfplanted to the fiftex foun-

dation of St. John's college in the fame univerfity, of which he

was eleded fellow March 27, 1634, and proceeded to the de-

gree of M. A. in T635. Of this fociety he continued many
years a principal ornament, being one of the tutors, and highly

refpe^led by his pupils, fome of whom afterwards attained to

eminence [g]. By the llatutes of that college, he (hould have

and latin, more elegantly engliftied fan

exercife he improved much by), to Mr.

Vfnes, there fchool-mafter."

Of thib learned perfon, who was after-

wards one of the affembly of divines, the

reader v/ill find a particular account in the

Hiitory of Hinckley; fo often quoted,

p. 141 ; and fee the article Vynes,
hereafter.

[o] One of thefe, John Lake, D. D.
fome time fellow of St. John's college Cam-
bridge, had, " before he was complete i j

yeais of age, been committed there to the

tuition of the famous Mr. Cleiveland, for

whofe memory he always retained a great

reverence ;'' and under whofe inftruttions

he fo far profi;ed that lie became fuc-

ccflively vicar of Leeds, and bifhop of Man,
Briftol, and Chichelfer. " He and his

friei.d Dr. [Samuel] Drake, vicar of

Pontefrad," who had been fellow of St.

John's college, and borne arms in thegar-

rifon at Newark, cnllefteji their tutor's

compolitions into one volume, which they

intituled " Cleivclandi vindicias, or

Cleiveland's genuine poems, orations, epif-

tles, &c. purged from the many falfe and

fpurio'js ones, &c. Lond. 1677," Svo.

Prefixing to it hi ; life and parenialia, and

a dedication (ligned with the initials of

their names, j. L. and S. D. ) to Fran-

cis Turner, D. D. then mailer of St.

John's college, but afterwards fuccciTively

biiTiop of Rochelfer aad Ely, who is be-

lieved to have been a pupil of Cleive-

Izni'i alfo.— In St. John's college Cleive-

la.ndli^eu "about nine years, the delight

and ornament of that fociety. To the

fervice he did it the library oweth much
of its learning, the chapel much of its

pjous decency, and the college much of

its :encwn." Life by billiop Lake, &c.

preflicd io hisjocias, 1677, 2vo.

takes

but iiow many of them were then provided

for, I know not. He was difpofTeffed by

tlie committee of Leiceller, died in Odo-
ber i6c2, and was a very worthy perfon,

and of a molt exemplary lif^"

He was of an antient family in York-

fliire, that derived their name from that

traft of country in the North-Riding,

which is ftill called Clev e lanmj, where-

in they had formerly large pofllflions, as

may be feen in Dr. Nafhs Hitlory of

Worcefterlhire, 17S2, fo!. vol. ii. p. 94,

95 : and in Nichols's Hillory of Hinckley,

1783, 410. p. 135, where their genealogy

is inferted at large. One of the poet

Cleivel.md's brothers, Jofeph, had ilVue,

which fettling in Liverpool, acquired there

a large fortune ; and two of his family re-

prefenied that borougli in parliament, viz.

John Clciyeiand, Efq. (loa of Jofeph) in

1710, and William Cleiveland, Efcj; his

fon, in 1722. Another of the poet's bro-

thers, William, was reftor of Oldbury

and Quat, near Bridgnorth in Shroplhire,

anddymg i6t)6,left afon.whowas grand-

father of the Rev. William Cleiveland,

M. A. now reftor of All-faints parifh in

Worcerter; and four daughteis, whereof

the youngeft was grandmother of Dr.

Percv, the pr.efent birtiop of Dromore in

Ireland. A titter of theirs, Elizabeth,

mariied Mr. William Iliff, of Hinckley,

from whom are defcended a refpevT.nbie

family, to which by marriage is allied the

jngenious author of the *• Hiltory of

Hinckley" above mentioned; a work to

which this article is indebted for many
curious particulars.

[f] D.nid Lloyd, in his " Memoirs of

perfons who fufl'ered for king Charles 1.

x668," fol. p. 617, tells us, that Cleive-

Jand owed " the heaving of his natural

f4iicy, by choic£ti ^kgaccics ifi jreek
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taken orders within fix years after his being ele<fl:ed fellow : but

lie was admitted on the Law line (as the plirafe there is) Novem-
ber 2, 1640; and afterwards on that of Phyfic, January 31,
1642 ; which excufed him from complying with this obligation ;

though it does not appear that he made either law or phyfic his

profeffion, for remaining at college he became the rhetoric reader

there, was ufually employed by the fociety in compofing their

fpeeches [11] and epiftles to eminent perfons (of wliich fpecimens

may be feen in his works), being in high repute at that time, for

the purity and terfenefs of his latin Ityle. He alfo became ce-

lebrated for hisoccafional poems in englifli, and, at rhe breaking

out of the civil wars, is faid to have been the firfl champion
that appeared in verfe for the royal caufe ; which he alfo fup-

ported by all his pcrfonal influence : particularly by exerting

his interell in the town of Cambridge, to prevent Oliver Crom-
well (then an obfcure candidate, but ilrongly fupported by the

puritan party) from being elected one of its members. Crom-
well's ftronger genius in this, as in every other purfuit, prevail-

ing, Cleiveland is faid to have (liown great difcernment, by pre-

dicting at fo early a period, the fatal confequences that long
after enfued to the caufe of royalty [il. The parliament par-

ty carrying all before them in the eaftern counties, Cleiveland

retired to the royal army, and with it to the king's head quar-
ters at Oxford, where he was much admired and carefled for

his fatirical poems on the oppofite faction, efpecially for his

fatire on the fcottiih covenanters, intituled *' The Rebel Scot.'*

[k]. In his abfence he was deprived of his fellow fliip, Feb. 13,

1644,

[h] One of thefe was fpoken before ftance of his being •' Vatts in the who'e
Charles I. and his fon the prince of Wales, import of the word, both poet and pro-

at St. John's college in Cambridge : with phet." When the king withdrew from
which the king was fo well pleafed that, Oxford, and furrendered himfelf to the
after it was over, his majefty " called for Scots army, " upon fome private intelli-

him, and (with great exprelTions of kind- gence three days before the king reach-
nefs) gave him his hand to kifs, and com- ed them, Cleiveland forefaw the -pieces of
manded a copy to be fent after him to filver paying upon the banks of Tweed,
Huntingdon, whither he was haftening and that they were the price of his fove-

that night." This, according to Winftan- reign's blood, and predided the tragical

ley, was in 1641. But a MS. dates it in events."

1641. [k] Cleiveland had been before at Ox-
[ij For this fa£t we are indebted to ford in 1637, and was then incorporated

the authors of his life, prefixed to his M. A. with feveral other Cambridge men.
works, in 1677; who, having obferved But now his farcallic attacks on the oppo-
that " no man had more fagacious pro- fite party would make him exceedingly
gnoftics," tell us, that after the eledion popular there, efpecially the fatire above
was over, Cleiveland faid, with much paf- mentioned. Of v.hich we have the fo!-

fionate zeal, That iingle vote had ruined lowing proof:—While he was now at 0>.-

both church and kingdom. Whence it ford he had his portrait painted by Fu'-
fliould leem, that Ciomwell gained this ler (a three-quarters length, now in pof-

feat in parliament by the majority of one feffion of his great-nephew the bilhop of
vote only. Dromore), wh.^rein he is drawn holding a
The fame writers mention another in- paper iiifcribed '« The Rebel Scot." An
Vol. IV. G engravins
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1644, by the earl of Manclicder, who, under the authority cf

an ordinance of parliament, for regulating and reforming the

univcrfity of Cambridge, ejefted fuch fellows of colleges, &c.

as refufed to take the folemn league and covenant. From Ox-

ford Cleiveland was appointed to be judge- advocate in the gar-

rifon at Newark, under fir Hichard Willis the governor, and

has been commended for his Ikilful and upright condu£l in

this difficult office [l], where hfe alfo diftinguiflied his pen oc-

cafionally, by returning fmart anfwers to the fummons, and

other addreiTes to the garrifon. Newark, after holding out

the laft of all the royal fortrefles, was at length, in 1646, by

the exprefs command of the king (then a prifoner in the Scots

army), furrendered upon terms, which left Cleiveland in poflef-

fion of his liberty [m], but deftitute of all means of fupport, except

what he derived from the hcfpitality and generofity of his brother

loyaliftsj

engraving from it is prefixed to the viiih

\ofume of Nichols's feietl coUeftion of

niifcellany poems, I'Si," i2mo; where

feveral of Cleiveland's poems are reprint-

ed, and particularly the Rebel Scot; which
was, however, evidently intended by the

author for a party rather than a national

faiire, as appears by his excepting the loy-

al Scots, &c.
[l] " His next ftage was the garrifon

•f Newark, where he was judge advocate,

until the furrender: and by an excellent

temperature of both, was a juft and pru-

dent judge for the king, and a faithful ad-

vocate for the country." Life by bp. Lake,

i;c. prefixed to edit. i(>77-

The bi(hop of Dromore has in his

poffeffion an authentic copy of the com-

tniffion (ligned by Charles L with his

fw/! h.irtd), dated at " our Court at New-
ark,""' Oftober 12, 1645, by which

fir Richard Willis the governor and other

tommiflioners therein mentioned, are im-

powered to punilh all oftences committed

by the fuldiers, and to determine all dif-

ferences between them and the countrymen

fcy martial law.

A particular reafon for fixing Cleive-

Lmd in the garrifon at Newark, has been

produced by the ingenious and diligent hif-

torianof Hinckley, from a peiiodical pub-

lication of the oppofite party, ijitituled,

" The Kingdomes Weekly Intelligencer,"

Ko. lot, p. Si I, fjr Tnefday, May ;7,

164J.
'« But to fpeak fomething of our

friend Cleiveland, that grand malignant of

Cambridge, we heare that he is now at

Newarke, ;vi..rc he hath the title of ad-

»ocate put upon him. His office and em-

floyiHsm is, to gather all ^lie tolkdge rsiug

within the po^^'eJ ofthe king's forces in thofe

parts, which he diftributes to fuch as are

turned out of their fellowfhips at Cambridge
for their malignancie. If the royal party b4

thus careful to fupplie their friends, fare it

is neceffary to take fome courfe to relieve

thofe who aretui-ncd out of their houfesand

livings for adhering to the parliament.
"

From a collection of old pamphlets and

journals during the great rebellion be-

tween 1639 and i66c, and forted by

Mr. Carte, in fir John Hinde Cotton'?

library at Madingley, near Cambridge.

[m] On the occafion of this fuirender,

a writer in the " Critical Review" has

given us a remarkable llory, which is

thus introduced :

" Mr. Granger fays, that Cleiveland ne*

ver was in holy orders ; Lloyd tells us, that

he 'was fellow of St. John's, and that hr

was turned out of his fellowlhip. Be

that as it will, his famous fatireagainft tlie

Scots rendered him extremely obnoxious

to that nation, and he happened to be ta-

ken piiibner by a party ot their troops in

the north, commanded by David Lelley,

afterwards lord Newark. Being difco-

vered by the papers he had about him, the

officers who took him-, gave him an aflu-

rance of the gallows : and Cleiveland re*

ceived the news with that magnanimitjf

and pride, which is the concomitant ofgreat

felf-confequence ; for he confoled himfelf

with the thoughts of dying a martyr in the

caufe of his Cevereign, and having his name
tranfmitted to pofterity with peculiar en-

comiums in the annals of loyalty. He
was introduced, with fome other prifonerSj

to Lefley, who could neither read nor write,

and who awarded to e.acb his proper fate, by
' hanging,
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ioyalifts, among whom he lived up and down fome years, ob-

fcure and unnoticed by the ruling party, till, in November 1655,

he was feized at Norwich, as " a perfon of great abilities,"

adverfe and dangerous to the reigning government [n] ; and

being lent to Yarmouth, he was there imprifoned for fome time,

till he fent a petition to the lord-prote£lor, wherein the addrefs

of the writer has been much admired, who, while he honeflly

avows his principles, has recourfe to fuch moving topics, as

might footh his oppreilbr, and procure his enlargement [o] ;

in

hanging, whipping, or imprlfoning. When
it came to be Ciciveland's turn, he pre-

fented himfelf at the bar with a confcious

dignity, and his enemies did not fail to ag-

gravate his oftcnces, producing at the fame
time a bundle of verfes. ' Is this ali^

faid the general, ye have to charge him
with ? For (hame, for fhame ! let the

poor fellow go about his bufinefs, and fell

Ills ballads.' This contemptuous flight

afFeifted Cleiveland fo much, that he is

faid to have drowned the remembrance of

it in ftrong liquors, which haltened his

death. It appears however by Thurloe's

papers, that Cleiveland was a perfon of

note amongft the royalifts, and that he

had a place of fome confequence in their

army."
As this article was attributed to Mr.

Guthrie (a countryman of Lcfley's), fliall

Vve fuppofe that he took this method to

be revenged on the author of the " Rebel

Scot ?"—It if llr<i'.;ge, however, that quot-

ing Thurloe (fee Kote [n]), he (hould not

have obferved that Cleiveland was, nine

years after the furrcnderof Newark, pof-

feffed of fo much health and vigour as to

alarm the adverfc government: being at

laft cut off by an epidemical difeafe, after

he had ;: dozen years furvived this pre-

tended fuicide of himfelf byJJrong I'lquors.

[n] We have the following heads cf

his examination preferved in Thurloe's

Stale Papers, 1741, folio, vol. iv. p. 185.

*' Major-Genera] Haynes, &c. to the pre-

fiaent of the council.

May it pleafe your lordiliip,

IN obfervance to the orders of his

iiighnefs and cou.ncil, fent unio us, we
have this day fent to the garrifon of Yar-
niou;h one John Citveland of Norwich,
late judge-advocate at Neijurk, who we
have deemed to be compriicd within the

fecond head.

The reafons of judgment are
;

I. He confcffeth, that about a year
.^uce he came from London 10 the city oj"

Norwich, and givcth no account of any
bufinefs he hath there; only he pretends

that Edvv. Cooke, efq. maketh ufe of him
to help him in his Itudies.

2. Mr. Cleveland confefTeth, that he
hath lived in Mr. Cooke's houfe ever

fince he cime to the faid city ; and that

he but feldom went into the city, and
never but once info the country. Indeed,

his privacy has been fuch, that none, or

but few, fave papiils or cavileeres, did

know that there was any fuch perfon re-

fident in thefe parts.

3. For that the place ofthefaidMr. Cleve-

land his abode, viz. the faid Mr. Cooke's,

is a family of notorious diforder, and where
papiils, delinquents, and other difaffed\ed

perfons of the late king's party do ofteni

refort, more than to any family in the

faid city or county of Norfolk, as is coni-

monly reported.

4. Mr. Cleveland liveth in a genteel

garbe ;
yet he confeffeth, that he hath

no eftate but 20I. per annum allowed by
two gentlemen, and 30I. per annum by

the faid Mr. Cooke.

5. Mr. Cleveland is a perfon of gre.it

abilities, and fo able to do the greater

differvice: all which we humbly fubmit,

and remain

Your honour's

Truly humble fervants,

H. Haines, H. King,
Rob. \Voode, Richaid Copeman,
Edw. Wirde, John Balleftone,

Bram. Gurdon, Ko. Swallowc,

Nich. Bell, Ralph Woolmer,
Nich. Salter, Richard H.;rbie,

Tho. Garetr, William Stewart.

Norwich, Nov. 10, 1655."
[o] This, Lloyd feems to hint, was a

fingular inftar.ce, and therefore the greater

compliment paid to the petitioner. His
words are Oteaking of the petition), " the

only thing that ever 1 heard wrought upon
him, that had been too hard for ail

fwords."

Ti;e reader, who may be dsliro'js to fee

G z a CC21*
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in u'luch he was not difappointed, for the proteclor generoufly

fet him at liberty, difdaining to remember on the throne the op-
pofition he had received in his canvafs for parhament as a pri-

vate burgcfs. Cleveland thence retired to London, where he is

faid to have found a generous Maecenas •, and, being much ad-

mired among all perfons of his own party, became member of a

club of wits and loyaliils, which Butler the author of Hudibras
alfo frequented [p]. Cleveland then lived in chambers at Gray's-

inn (of which Butler is faid to have been a member), and,

being fcized with an epidemic intermitting fever, died there

on Thurfday morning, April 29, 1659. His friends paid the

laft honours to his "remains by a fplendid funeral : for his body
was removed to Hunfdon-houfe, and thence carried for inter-

ment, on Saturday May i, to the parifti church of St. Michael
Roy,al, on College-hill, London [_(ij], followed by a numerous
attendance of perfons eminent for their loyalty or learning : to

whom his funeral fermon was preached by his intimate friend

Dr. John Pearfon, afterwards bilhop of Chefter, aiuthor of the

Expofition of the creed [r j.
*

Cleveland has had the fate of thofe poets, M'ho, ** paying

their court to temporary prejudices, have been at one time too

much praifed, and at another too much ncgle£led/' Both his

fubje£ls, and his manner of writing, made his poems extremely

popular among his contemporaries, but entirely forgotten and
difregarded fince. For his manner, he excelled among that

clafs of writers fo much admired in the laft century, whom our

great critic has aptly termed " metaphyfical poets, who abound
v/ith v/itty rather than juft thoughts, with far-fetched conceits,

and learned allufions, that only amufe for a moment, utterly

neglecling that beautiful fimplicity and propriety which will

intereft and pleafe through every age. For his fubje6ls he

generally chofe the party difputes of the day, which are now
ho longer underftood or regarded. Contemporary with Miitouj

a compofition of fo delicate a nature, yet caufe Wliittington-CoIIcge ftood there),"

fo fiiccefsfui in its cffed^, is referred to the was about that time the recepiacle of the

works of Cleveland ; or to ilie Hiftory of lull remains of feveral eminent loyaliits,

Hinckley, where it accompanies his me- as we are informed by A. Wood, Ath.

moirs. Oxon.vol.ii. See his account of Robert

[p] Butler was a great admirer of Waring, fub. ann. 1658.—It wasdeftroyed

Clevelaiul's wit; and has copied many of in the fire i665.

his images and thoughts into his cele- [k }" Dr.John Pearfon, his good friend,

bratcd poem above mentioned. The learned preached his funeral fermon; who ren-

and ingenious Dr. Farmer has in his pof- dered this reafon wliy he cautioufly de-

fefllon a copy of Cleveland's poems, in dined all commending of the party de-

which he has marked many pallages that ceafed, becaufe fuch prayfing of him
have been imitated in Hudibras. From would not be adequate to any expe£lation

this judicious critic a more complete com- in that audience ; feeing fomc who knew
mentary of that mock-heroic poem could him not, would think it far above him,

be given than the world has yet feen. while thofe who kneiv him, muft know it

[q_] The " church of St. Michael far below him,"
Royal, comnionly called College. Hill (be- Lloyd'a Mem. p. 6r8.

he
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he was in his time exceedingly preferred before him ; nml Mil-

ton's own nephew teils us, he was by fome elleemed the beft of

the cnglifn poets [s]. But Cleveland is now funk into oblivion,

while Milton's fame is univerfally ditRifed. Yet Milton's works
could, with difficulty, gain admiihon to the prefs, at the time

when it was pouring forth thofe of Cleveland in innumerable

impreflions. But behold the difference ! The prefs now conti-

nually teems with re-publications of the i^arauife Loft, &f.
whe.eas the lall edition of Cleveland's works was in 8vc,

i687[T].

CLIFFORD (George), third earl of Cumberland, of tliat

noble and ancient family, was very eminent for his ikili in na-

vigation. He was born in the year 1558, and educated at Feter-

houfe, Cambridge, where he had for his tutor the cckbrared

John Whitgift, "afterwards archbifhop of Canterbury. In this

place he applied himfelf chiefly to the ftudy of the mathema-
tics, to which his genius led him ; v/hcreby he became qualified

for the feveral great expeditions he afterwards undertook.

The firil time he had any public employment was in the year

[s] This is Edward Philips, who, in

his " Theatrum Poetarum," or complete

Colleftioii of the Poets, 1675," izmOj

p. 104, has the following article :

" John Cleaveland, a notable high-foar-

ing witty loyalilt of Cambridge, whofe

verfes in the time of the civil war begun

to be in great requeft, both for their wit

and zeal to the king's caufe, for which

indeed he appeared the iirlt, if not only,

eminent champion in verfe againfl: the

preftyteiian party; but moft elpecially

againil the Kirk and Scotch covenant,

which he profecuted with fuch a fatirical

fury, that the whole nation fares the worf«

for it, lying under a moft grievous poetical

cenlure. In fine, fo great a man hath

Cleaveland been in the eftimation of the

generality, in regard his conceits were out

of the common ro,id;and wittily far-fetched,

ihat grave men, in outward appearance,

have not fpared, in my hearing, to affirm

him the best of English poets j

and let them thinklbftill, whoever pleafe,

provided it be made no article of faith."

[t] This is the left and moft complete

edition of his v/orks (for, if there is any of

later date, it is only this with thetitle-page

reprinted). This edition, 1687, is made
up of the following feparate publications.

The firft part from " Cleiveland's Vindi-

cise," containing only genuine pieces col-

Icded by J.L. and S. D. as is defcribed

shove in note [f]. The fecond part from

j. Cleiveland revifed : poems, orations,

i.1.4 epilllgs, and other of his genuin? in-

comparable pieces ; with fome other ex-

quifite remains of the moft eminent wits

i)f both univerfities, that were his con-
temporaries." This fecond edilior, &c.
London 1661, iimo, (with a curious

preface, figned E. WjlliamATn, Newark,
Nov. 1658, in which he fpeaks of " the

intimacy he had with Mr. Cleaveland be-

fore and fince thefe civil wars," and of

that poet's " ever-to-be honouied friencj

of Gray '»»Inn,'' who was probably the

Maecenas mentioned by Wood.) To
thefe is added a third piece, being the

Hiftory of VV.U'Tyler's Infurredion, un-
der the quaint title of " The Ruftic

Rampant, &c. " In the fecond part of

this edition, 1687, the notice is fup-

prefled, which occurred in the original

title-page and preface, that this [artcon-

tained "'other remains of eminent wits,

&c." which is indeed the cafe with moft
of the poeraf in it, only a few of them
being of Cleveland's ov.'n writmg.

But to (hew how popular Cleveland was
amqng his contemporaries, we fhall here

juft enumerate the feveral editions, which
were printed 'with more or fewer of his

pieces, in 1647, i^Si) i^'i'-iy '654,
twice, 1658, 1659, i66c, 1665, 1667,
1668; and then in 1677 (which laft date,

Wood fays, he has fegn mifprintei

1617; ^ut the writer of this note has

now before him two copies of this edition,

containing fome variations, yet both rightly

dated 1677).
,

^aftly, in 16S7, in Svo,

G3, iSS'^,
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1586, when he was one of the peers who fat w judgment upon
Mary queen of Scots. But, havn^g a greater inclination to a£t

by fea than by land ; and, according to the fafliion of the times,

being bent on making foreign difcoveries, and defeating the

ambitious defigns of the court of Spain, then preparing the ar-

tnada that v/as to conquer England, he fitted out, at his own
charge, a little fleet, confifting of three fliips and a pinnace,

with a view to fend them into the South Sea, to annoy the

ipanifh fettlements there. They failed from Gravefend, June

26, 1586, and from Plymouth /*ng. 17 ; but were forced byck

by contrary winds into Dartmouth. From whence putting

out again on the 29th, they fell in with the coaft of Barbary the

17th September, and the next day failed into the road of Santa

Cruz. On the 2:;th they came to the river Oro, jufl: under the

northern tropic, where they anchored. Searching upwards the

next day, they found that river to be as broad all the way for

14 or 15 leagues, as at tlie mouth, which was two leagues

over ; but met with no town nor houfe. On the laft of Sep-

tember they departed for Sierra Leona -, where they arrived the

21ft of October. Going on fhore, they burned a town of the

negroes, and brought away to their fliips about 14 or 15 tons

of rice ; and having furnifhed themfelves with wood and water,

they failed the 2ifl: of November from Sierra Leona, 'making

the flraights of Magellan. The 2d of January 1587 they difco-

vered land ; and on the 4th of tliat month fell in with thq

american fhore, in 30 deg. 40 min. fouth lat. Continuing their

courfe fouthward, they took, January 10, not far from the

river of Plata, a fmall portuguefe fliip j and the next day

another ; out of which they furnifhed themfelves with what
neceflaries they wanted. 1 he 12th of January they came to

^eal IHand, and two days after to the Green Ifland, near which
they took in water. Returning to Seal Ifland, a confultation

was held on the 7th of February, whether they fhould continue

their courfe for tlie South Sea, and winter in the flraights of

Magellan, or fpend three or four months upon the coafl of

Brazil, and proceed on their voyage in the fpring. The ma-
jority being for the former, they wejit a.'; far as 44 degrees of

louthern latitude. But, meeting with florms and contrary

winds, they took a final jrefolution, on the 21ft of February, to

return to the coafl of Brazil. Accordingly they fell in with it

the 5th of April, and, after taking in water and provifions in

the bay of Camana, c^me into the port of Baya the nth.
Eight portuguefe fhips being there, they found means to carry

off four of them, the lead of which were of a hundred and
thirty tons, notwithftanding all the refiftance m;ule by the

enemy ; and alfo fetched a fupply of frefii provifion from the

iliore, In fhort, the earl undertook no lefs than eleven expe-

ditions^
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ditions, fitted out at his own cxpence, In which he made cap-

tures to a prodigious amount ; and, on his return, was graciou ly

received by his royal midrcfs, who created him knight of the

garter in i^gi. In '601, he was one of the lords that were

fent with forces to reduce the earl of Eil'ex to obedience. He

departed this life at the Savoy in London, Od. 30, 1605, and

was buried at Skipton in Yorklhire, the 33th of March follow,

ing ; where a fnie tomb was afterwards ercded to his me-

mory [u].

CLIVTON (SiR Henry"), K. B. was grandfon of Francis,

f.xth earl of Lincoln, by his fecond fon George ;
who, having

been governor of Newfoundland and New York, died in his

75th year, July 10, 1761, fenior admiral of the white ;
having

married Anne, daughter of major-general Peter Carle,^ who

died 1767, having borne him three fon s and three daughters,

of whom two of each died in their infancy. The furviving

daughter married admiral Roddam, and died 1750. The fur-

viving ion Henry was captain of a company in the hrft regi-

ment of guards, April 17th, 1758-, K. B. May ii, 1777;

general in /America, 1778-, colonel of the 7th regiment vice

fir George Howard 177Q. He evacuated Philadelphia June 18,

1778. He arrived in Carolina, April 1780, where he took

Charleftown, May 11, and received the thanks of the houfe of

commons, after a debate, Nov. 27, and returned an aniwer.

This was followed by farther fuccefs. He arrived at Portfmouta

June 12, 1782. On his return to England, he pubhilied a

narrative relative to his condud as to the unfortunate iffue of

the campaign of 1781, 1783, to which earl Cornwallis returned

« An anfwer" the fame, year, on which fir Henry pubhlhed

« Some obfervations." In 1784 he publifiied « A letter to the

commifiloners of public accounts, relative to fome obfervations

•in their feventh report, which was judged to imply cenfure on

the late commander in chief of his majelly's forces m America.'

He was firft coufin to the late duke of Newcaftle ; was ap-

pointed governor of Gibraltar, 1795, with a falary of 730I. He

was a lieutenant-general •, governor of Limerick, the appoint-

ment of which is'2os. per day •,
groom of the bed-chamber to

the duke of Gloucefter; M. P. for Newark, and laftly for

Launcellon.

CLIVE (PvOBErt), fon of Richard Clive, efq. was born on

the 29th of September 1725, at Styche, the feat of his anceftors,

in the parlih of Moreton-Say, neaV Market Drayton. His fa-

ther, who poflefled but a fmall eftate by inheritance, had, to in-

creafe his income, engaged in the profeffion of the law. At

fu] If the reader is defirous of feeing anJ conduded, we refer him to the Bio-

more particulars of this great commander, graphia Biltannica.ifrom whence the abov(?

4 id the feveral expeditions he undertook account is extraifileJ.
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an early period of his youth, Robert was fent for his education

to a private fchool at Lollock in Chefliire. The mafter, Dr.

Eaton, foon difcovered in his fcholar a fuperior courage and

fagacity which prognofticated the future hero. " If this lad,"

he would fay, " fhould live to be a man, and an opportunity

be given for the exertion of his talents, few names will be

greater than his."

At the age of eleven he was removed from Loflock to

a fchool at Market Drayton, of which the reverend fvir.

Burllem v/as the mafter. On the fide of a high hill in that

town is an antient church, with a lofty fleeple, from nearly the

top of which is an old (tone fpout, proje£ling in the form of

a dragon's head. Young Clive afcended this fleeple, and, to

the aftoniflnnent of the fpedators below, feated himfelf on the

fpout.

Having remained but a fliort time at Mr. Burllem's fchool, he

was placed in that of Merchant Taylors' at London, which,

hoM'ever, did not long retain him as a fcholar. His father

having reverted to what feenis to have been a predilection for

private fchools, committed liim to the care of Mr. Sterling at

Hemel Hempftead in Hcrtfordfliire, with whom he continued

till, in 1743, he received an appointment as a writer to the eall-

india conjpany.

From the frequency of his removals, to which perhaps was
added an intradtable difpofition, he obtained no applaufe, but

rather the reverfc, from the fcveral mailers to whom the care

of his education had been entrufted.

To fulfil his engagement in the fervice to which he had

been appointed, he embarked in one of the (hips belonging to

the eafl-india company, and arrived at Madras in 1744. In

his new employment he however difcovered the fame diflike

to application, and the fame averfion to controul, by which his

characler had hitherto been diftinguiflied. This intra6lable

difpofition proved as difagreeable to his fuperiors as it mull

have been the occafion of much inconvenience to himfelf.

One initance is related. Having a£led or negle£led fomething

inconfiflently with the difcipline of ofiice, his mifconducl was
reported to the governor, who commanded him to aflc pardon

of the fecretary whom he had offended. He made his fub-

mifTion in terms of contempt, which the fecretary miilaking

for a compliment, invited him to dinner.—** No, lir," replied

Clive, " the governor did not command me to dine with you."

When in 1746 Madras was furrendered to the French, under

the command of their admiral M. de la Bourdonnais, the offi-

cers both civil and military, who had ferved under the eafl-

india company, became prlfoners on parole. M. Dupleix,

however, who was chief commander of the military forces in
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India, not having been prefent at the furrender, refufed to ra-

tify the treaty, uniefs they would take anotlier parole under the

new governor. The t ngli{h, in confequence of this new fti-

pulation, thought themfelves relsafed from their engagements

with Bourdonriais, and at Hberty not only to make their efcape,

but to take \'.p arms, if they fliould find an opportunity. Mr.
Clive, accordingly, difguifed as a Moor, in the drefs of the

country, efcapcd with a few others to St. David's, a fortrefs

which is fituated to the fouth of Madras, at about the dillance

of 21 miles,

He had not been long arrived at St. David's, before he lofh

feme money in a party at cards with two enfigns, who vi'ere

deteded in the act of cheating. They had won confiderable

fums ; but as the fraud was evident, the lofers at firfh refufcd

payment. At length, however, they were intimidated by the

threats of the fuccefsful gamefters. Clive alone perfiftcd in

his refufal, and accepted a challenge from the boldeft of his

antagoniits. They met each with a fm^dc piitol. Clive fired

without fuccefs. His antagonift, quitting the ground, p|:e-

fented a piftol to his !iead, and commanded him to ait his life,

with which demand, after fome hefitation, he complied ; but,

being reqeired to recant his expreffions, he peremptorily re-

fufed. The officer told him, if he perfifced in his refufal, he

would fire. *' Fire and be damned !" replied Clive. *' I faid

you cheated ; 1 fay fo ftill •, nor will I ever pay you." The en-

fign finding every expedient to obtain tlie money inefFe6lual,

threw away the pipLol, and declared that his adverfary was a

madman. Clive replied to the compliments of fome of his

friends on his conduct in this affair :
" The man has given me

my life, and I have no right in future to mention his behaviour

at the card table ; although I will never pay him, nor ever keep

him company." In 1747 Mr. Clive was promoted to the com-
miffion of an enfign in the military fervice ; but had no oppor-

tunity of difplaying his talents till the following year, when the

fiege of Pondicherry afforded an ample fcope for their exer-

tion. At this memorable attack the young enfign diftinguiflied

himfelf by his courage in defence of the advanced trench. Ht;

received a fhot in his hat, and another in his coat ; fome offi-

cers in the fame detachment having been killed. Tlie early rains,

however, and adm.iral Bofcawen's want of experience in military

operations, compelled the Englifli to raife the fiege, and to

return to Fort St. David's.

On the attack, when the powder was almoft exhaufted, Clive,

inllead of fending a ferjeant to procure a frefii fupply, ran to

the trench, and brought it. In confequence of this adion, an
officer ventui^ed to infinuate, in his abfence, that he had relin-

quifhed his poft through fear. A friend having informed him
of
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of this afperfion, was accordingly requefted to go with him to

the perfoii who had thus maHgnantly defamed him. The
charge, though true, was at firlt denied : Clive however in-

iiiting upon immediate fatisfaction, they withdrew •, but while

they were retiring, he received a blow from his antagonift, who
was following hirn. Inllantly he drew his fword, as did the

other, relying on the interpofition of the company. Both hav-

ing been put under an zvrcil, were obliged to fubmit to a

court of enquiry, which decided that the officer fhould alk

pardon at the head of the battalion, for a caufelefs afperfion,

>eithout notice of the blow, for which otrence he might other-

wife have been diibanded.

Unwilling to injure the fervice, ATr. Clive declined fpcak-

ing of his pad quarrel till the return of the army to St- David's,

v/hen, calling upon the olhcer, h.e reminded him of the late

iranfadlion. Admitting that he was fatisfied with the decUion

of the court, and the couftquent compliance of the officer, he

ftill infifted that he mufl" call him to account for the blow, of

which no notice had been taken. The ofhcer, on the con-

trary, alledged that liis compliance with the opinion of the

court ought to be admitted as fatisfa£lory, and refufed to

make any other concelhon. Mr. Clive accordingly waved his cane

ever his head, faying, that as he thought him too con-

temptible a cov/avd for beating, he fliould content himfelf with

inflicting on him that mark of infamy. On the following day

the officer refigned his commiihon.

When the feafon for military operations was over, the troops

remained at St. David's, and 'before the return of fpring they

received news of a ceffation of hollilities between Great

Britain and France. Still however the fenfe of antient rival-

lliip, the reciprocal aggravation of recent injuries, an oppofition

of interefts, a mutual contidence in ftrength, feemed to ani-p

mate both nations to a renewal of the war. The dominio»s

of the rajah of Tanjore had at that time been claimed by his.

brother, with a declaration that he, though depofed by his

fubje£ls, was their rightful fovereign ; and that the reigning

rajah was an ufurper. The EngUili of St. David's, convinced

hy thefe allegations, determined to efpoufe the caufe of the de-»

pofed rajah. They refolved to begin their attack upon a fort

of the rajah's, called Devi Catah. On their advance, finding

the approaches difficult, and the ramparts covered v/ith innu-

merable forces, they were at firft deterred from their enter-

prize. Clive, however, infilled that the attempt, though dan-

gerous, was not hazardous. Jle thought the town might eafily

be taken by dorm ; recommending only to advance the cannons

in the night, as by them the gates might be effii^cSlually deftroyed.

Captain Cope, the commandiiir, refufed to lifter* to the advice^
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as too dcfperate ; till, after having exhaufted his ammunition

by a fruitlefs cannonade, he was compelled to retreat to Fort

St. David's. The difgrace of this difconiiiture ; its pernicious

iniluence upon their trade ; and the exultation of their com-
mon enemy the French, induced the Englilh once more to at-

tempt the redutflion of Devi Cotah. 'fhe command of this

expedition was entrufted to major Lawrence, an officer a-t that

time but little known, but who was afterwards diltinguilhed

for his abilities in the fervice. As a breach was made in the

walls, Clive, who then poflefled only the rank of.'a lieutenant,

foUicited the command of the forlorn hope. Lawrence, willing

to preferve him from fo dangerous a Ration, told him the fer-

vice did not then fall in his turn. Clive replied, that knowing
it did not, he came rather to alk it as a favour, tlian to de-

mand it as a right; but that on fuch an occafion he hoped the

requeft of a volunteer would not be rejected. Major Lawrence
coafented ; and Clive, in confequence of his appointment t>o

the command of thirty-four britifli foldiers and feven hundred

fepoys, was ordered to dorm the breach. Accordingly they

Jed the way ; but in paffing a rivulet, between the camp and

the fort, four of the Englifti fell by the fire of the enemy.

The fepoys were alarmed, and halted as foon as they had
pafled the.ftream; but the Englifh perfevered, and, advancing

clofely upon the breach, prefented their mufquets, when a party

of horfe, which had been concealed in the tov\'er, rufhed upon
their rear, and killed twenty-fix. Clive, by liepping afide,

efcaped a ftroke which had been aimed at him by one of the

horfe as they pafled him. He ran towards the rivulet, and,

liaving paffed, had the good fortune to join the fepoys. Of
the whole four-and-thirty, hiinfelf and three others were all

that were left alive. Major Lawrence, feeing the difafter,

commanded all the Europeans to advance. Clive IHII marched

in the firft divifion. The horfe renewed their attack, but were

repulfed with fuch flaughter that the garrifon, difmayed at the

fight, gave way as the Englifli approached the breach, and,

flying through the oppofite gate, abandoned the town to the

victors. Alarmed at the fuccefs of the Englifli, the rajah fent

them overtures of peace ; to which, on condition that a fettle-

rnent (liould be made on his rival, and the fort of Devi Cotah,

with the adjoining dillrid, be ceded to the company, the

Englilh readily agreed.

The war being thus concluded, lieutenant Clive, to whofe

aftive mind the idlenefs which in time of peace attends a fol-

dier's life was intolerably irkfome, returned to the civil efta-

blifliment, and was admitted to the fime rank as that he would

irave held had he never quitted the civil for the military line,

iiis income was now confiderably increafed by his appoint-

meut
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ment to the office of commiiTary to the brltlfli troops ; an ap-

pointment which the friendfliip of major Lawrence had pro-

cured him. He had not long been fettled at Madras, when a

fever of the nervous kind dellroyed hisconftitution, and operated

fo banefuily on his fpirits that the conflant prefence of an at-

tendant became abfolutely requiiite. As the difeafe however
abated, his former flrength was in fome degree renewed ; but

his frame had received fo rude a fhock, that, during the re-

mainder of his life, excepting when his mind was ardently en-

gaged, the oppreffion on his fpirits frequently returned.

The ceflation of hcftilities between the Englifli and the

French had given to the latter an opportunity of executing the

important projects they had formed ; which brought the affairs

of the company into fuch a ftate as to induce Clive to refumc
the mihtary charadlier ; in which he performed moft lignal acls

of prowefs, and encountered a variety of uncommon ditFicultics

and dangers^ too numerous to be particularifed in our limited

•work, but which the reader will find amply detailed in the

Biographia Britannica.

Vv'hoever contemplates the forlorn fituation of the company,
when lord Clive firft arrived at Calcutta in the year 1756, and
then confiders the degree of opulence and power they pollciied

when he finally left that place, in the year 1767, will be con-

vinced that the hiitory of the world has feldom afforded an in-

ftance of fo rapid and improbable a change. At the firft period

they were merely an afibciation of merchants ftruggling for

exiltence. One of their factories was in ruins ; their agents

•were murdered ; and an army of 50,000 m.en, to which they

had nothing to oppcfe, threatened the immediate deftrudion

of their principal fettlement. At the laft period, diflant from
the firft but ten years, they v/ere become powerful princes,

poflefled of vaft revenues, and ruling over fifteen millions of

people. Vfhen the inerits of thofe who contributed to this

great revolution fnall be weighed in the impartial judgment of

future times, it will be found, that Watfon,Pocock, Adams, and
Monro deferved well of the company ; but that Clive was its

favjour, and the principal author of its greatnefs.

After lord Clive's lafh return from India, he was made, in

1769, one of the knights companions of the noble order of the

bath.

Though his exploits will excite the admiration, and receive

the plaudits of pcllerity, yet in his lifetime the fame ingratitude

was ihewn him, which the greatefl: men, in all ages and
countries, ha\ e experienced -, for, on the pretence " that all ac-

quiiitions made under the influence of a military force, or by

treaty with foreign powers, do of right belong to the fla'.^J," a.

party in the houfe of coramonsj countenanced by the minifter,,

attemptecj,
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aUcmpl-C(l to ruin both his fortune and his fame. A motion
v/as maile in this alTembly, on the 2 lit of February 1773, to re-

folve, that, " in the acqulfition of his wealth, lord Clive had
abufsd the powers with which he was entrufted." The fpeech
he made on the occafion concluded with the following words

:

" If the refolution propofed iliould receive the aflent of the
houfe, I fhall have nothing left that I can call my own, except
my paternal fortune of 500I. a year j and which has been in the

family for ages pall. But upon this I am content to live ; and
perhaps I fhall find more real content of mind and happinefs,

than in the trembling afiiuence of an unfettled fortune. But
to be called, after fixteen years have elapfed, to account for my
conduct in this manner ; and after an uninterrupted enjoyment
of my property, to be queftioned, and confidered as obtaining

it unwarrantably, is hard indeed ! and a treatment of which I

fliould not think the britiih fenate capable. Yet if this fhould

be the cafe, I have a confcious innocence within me, which tells

me that my condu<5t is irreproachable.

—

Frangas non jleSles.—
They may take from me what I have ; they may, as they
think, make me poor, but I v/ill be happy. Before I fit down,
1 have one requeft to make to the houfe, that when they
come to decide upon my honour, they will not forget their own.'*

The houfe of commons rejected the motion, and refolved,
*' that lord Clive had rendered great and meritorious fervices to

his country."

When the difputes between Great Britain and her colonies
had arifen to fuch a height that they were not likely to be ter-

minated any other way than by open hoftilities, overtures were
made to lord Clive to accept of the chief command in America;
but he declined the pronofal, on account of the ill flate of his

health, and from a confcioufnefs that the vigour of his mind
was not equal to whar it had before been.

Lord Clive was one of the few men whofe conduct was
always directed by the diflates of his own mind, and whofe
decifions were therefore fecret. Like the arfl; of the Csefars,

the talents of other men could add nothing to the reach of his

genius, or tlie corrcdtncfs of his judgment. Mr. Pitt emphati-
cally called him a heaven-born general ; as, without experience,

or being verfed in military affairs, he furpalTed all the officers

of his time. In parliament, he reprefented, from the year

17&0, to his deceafe, the antient borough of bhrewlbury, the
chief town of the county wherein he was born. The intereft

which he took in the difputations of this aflembly, was feldoni

fufficient to induce him to fpeak ; but when the attack upon
his conduct had called into action the powers of his mind, his

eloquence was fuch as has not been often furpafied.

The fevere illnefs with which lord Clive was attacked,

4 during
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during his firfl vefidence in the Eaft Indies, j^ave nn injury to

his conftitution which was never fully repaired ; and his health

was farther weakened by his fucGeffive vifits to the unwhoifonie
clinnates of that country. Hence it was that he became fub-*

je£l: at times to a deprellion of fpirits. His ardent and aftive

mind, when not called into exertion by fome great occafion,

frequently preyed upon itfelf. In the latter part of his lifcjf

having nothing peculiarly important and intereiling to engage
his attention, and his body growing more and more infirm,

the deprefiion increafed ; and to this was owing his deceafe,

on the 22d of November 1774, not long after he had entered

into the 50th year of his age. He was interred at i^v/loreton-

Say, the parifh in which he was born. In the various relations

of private life, lord Clive was highly beloved and efteemed 5

for he was a man of the kindeft affedions, and of every focial

virtue. His fecret charities Vv'ere numerous and extenfive j

but the prefent he made of feventy thoufand pounds, as a pro-

vifion for the invalids of the company's fervice, was the nobleft

donation of its kind that ever came from a private individual.

His perfon was of the largeft of the middle fize ; his counte-

nance inclined to fadnefs ; and the heavinefs of his brow im-
parted an unpleafing exprefnon to his features. It was a heavi-

nefs that arofe not from rhe prevalence of the unfoeial paffions

(for of thefe few mien had ^i fmaller fliare), but from a natural

fullnefs in the fiefli above the eye-lid.' His words were few;,

and his manner, among flrangers, was referved ; yet it v/on

the confidence of men, and gained admiflion to the heart.

Among his intimate friends he had great pleafantnefs and jo-

cularity, and on fome occafions was too open. In February

1753, immediately before he embarked for England, he married

Margaret, daughter of Edmund Mafkelyne, efq. of Purton in

Wikfhire, and filler to the rev. Dr. Nevil Mailcelyne, the pre-

fent allronomier royal. By this lady he had Edward, the pre-

fent lord' Clive, born March 7, 1754; Rebecca, born Sep-

tember 15, 1760; Charlotte, born January 15, 1762; Marga-
tet, born Augufl; 15, 1763 ; and Robert, born Auguft 31, 1769..

CLIVE (Catherine), an aclrefs of great merit, was born

in 17 1 1. 'She made her firil appearance on the ftage in boy's

clothes, in the chara£ler of Ifinenes, the page of Ziphores, in

the play of Mithridates, at Drury-lane theatre. Continuing to

improve in her profeflion, flie added both to her falary and her

fame. In 1731 her performance of Nell in the Devil to pay
fixed her reputation as the greateft performer of her time in

that fpecies of charadler ; and for more than thirty years fhe

remained M'ithout a rival. In the next year, 1732, fhe united

herfelf in marriage with George Clive, a gentleman of the law,

and brother to baron Clive. This union was not produ6tive of

happinefs
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liappinefs to either party. They foon agreed to feparate, and
for the refl of their Uves had no uitercourfe together. In

17685 Mrs. CHve's intimate friend Mrs. Pritchard quitted the

ftage ; and the fucceeding year Ihe determined to follow her

example : flie might have continued feveral years longer to de-

light the public in various charaders adapted to her figure and
time of life ; for to the la ft flie was admirable and unrivalled.

From this time Mrs. Clive retired to a fmall but elegant houfe

near Strawberry-hill, Twickenham, v/here ihe pafl'ed the re-

mainder of her life in eafe and independence, refpecled by the

world, and beloved by a circle of friends ; at which place,

after a fliort illnefs, ihe departed this life, December 6, 1785.
A more extenfive walk in comedy than that of Mrs. Clive can-

not be imagined; the chambermaid, in every varied fhape

which art or nature could lend her ; chara£lers of whim and
afFedation, from the high-bred lady Fanciful, to the vulgar

Mrs. Heidelberg; country girls, romps, hoydens, and dowdies

j

fuperannuated beauties, viragoes, and humourifts. To a ftrong

and pleaiing voice, with an ear for nnilic, ilie added all the

fprightly action requifite to a number of parts in ballad farces.

Her mirth was io genuine, that whether it was rellrained to

the arch fneer and the fupprefled half-laugh, widened to the

broad grin, or extended to the downright honeft burft of loud
laughter, the audience was fure to accompany her ; he mull
have been more or lefs than man, who could be grave when
Clive was difpofed to be merry. Mrs. Clive, In private life,

was fo far above cenfure, that her conduft in every relation

of it was not only laudable but exemplary.

CLOPINEL (or John de Meun), a celebrated french poet,

born at Meun in 1280, and called Clopinel, becaufe of his

limping gait. He was a fignal favourite at the court of Philip

the Fair, and acquired a great fliare of fame by his continuation

of the" Romance of the Rofe, which was left unfiniflied by
William de Loris, its original author; the beft edition of
v.'hich is that of the abbe Lenglet, S735, 3 vols- i2mo. He Isbe-
fides the tranflator of Boethius'sConfolations, Into french, 14^4,
fol. and the author oi" fome other works, which are now but
little known. He is fuppofed to have died about the year 1364.
CLOWES (Vv''ili.iam). Of this eminent furgeon there are

perhaps no blograplucal mem.oirs extant ; all -we know of him
IS colle6led froni his v.'orks. The Induflrious A4r. Aikin, In

his Biog. memoirs of Med. has afcertaincd his refidence at dif-

ferent periods of his life; but has not been able to fix the time
of his birth or death. By this gentleman's book it appears,

that he was for fome time a navy furgeon ; for he mentions
ferving oa board one of the queen's (hips, called the Aid,

when tlie emperor's daughter married Philip 11. king of Spain,

which
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which was In 1570. He returned home, and reiuled feveral

years at L6ndon, where he came into great reputation, as may-

be inferred from his having been feveral years furgeon of St.

Bartholomew's and Chrifh's Hofpitals, before he was fent for by
letters from the earl of Leicefter, general of the Engliih forces,

in the low countries, to take upon him the care of the fick and
wounded in 1586. He was furgeon to her majefty, and men-
tions his having ferved with Banifler under the earl of War-
tvick 5 and alio fpeaks in another place of having been a retain-

er to lord Abergavenny. He feems to have been in full prac-

tice about 1^96, the date of his lad publication. This is a

treatife on the venereal difeafe, reprinted in 1637; and he la-

ments the frequency of this diforder in England j of which he

gives this proof, that in the fpace of five years he had cured

upwards of a thoufand venereal patients in St. Bartholomew's

liofpitah ' His mod capital performance is his approved prac-

tice for all young chirurgians, 1591, re-printed in I5<^6 and

1637. He is a itrong advocate for writing medical chirurgieal

books in the vernacular language, and his practice was always

ingenious and ofcen fuccefsful.

CLUVERlUS (Philip), a celebrated geographer, was bom
of an antient and noble family at Dantzic, in 1580. He was
educated by his father with a great deal of care, and fent to

Leydcn to (ludy the civil law. But Cluver had no inclination

at ail for law j his genius led him early to the love of geo-

graphy ; and therefore Jofeph ScaHger is faid to. have advifed

him to make tliat his particular ftudy, and npt to do violence

to his inclinations any longer. This advice was foUov/ed;

upon which Ciuver prefently fet out for the Low Countries,

in order to take a cai-eful furvey of them : but paffing through

Brabant, for the fake of paying a vifit to Juftus Lipfius, he had
the misfortune to be robbed, which obliged him to return im-

mediately to Leyden. A'leanwhile his father was grown quite an-

gry at him for deferting the Itudy of the law, andrefufed to fur-

nifh him with money ; which drove him to bear arms, as l?e

afterv/ards did two years in Hungary and Bohemia. It hap-

pened at that time, that the baron of Popel, who was his friend,

was arrefted by an order from the emperor ; and thinking him-

felf extremely ill ufed, he drev/ up a kind of manifeilo by way
of apology, which he fent to Cluver to tranflate into latin.

This Cluver did for him., and caufed it to be printed at Ley-

den •, which fo dilpleafed the emperor, that he complained by

his ambaOador to the States, and had Cluver ^rrefled. Cluver

however was fcon fet at liberty : upon which he returned to

his geogi'aphical fbudies ; and, that nothing might be wanting

to perfeci him in them, he travelled through feveral countries

:

through England, France, Germany, and Italy. He was alfo

it pro-
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a prodigious linguift, being able to talk with eafe and fluency,

as we are told, no lefs than ten languages. He died at Leyderi

1623, only 43 years old.

Cluver publiflied in his life-time, " De tribus Rheni alveis.

Germania antiqua. Sicilia antiqua. Italia antiqua." And
Vorftius publifned after his death another work, intituled
"' Introdutrtio in univerfam geographiam tarn veterem quam
novani, &c." But, as Ccllarius obferved, there is not that nicety

and e.\'a6lnefs flievvn in this laft work as in his former, efpecially

in his Italia antiqua, and Sicilia antiqua.

COBB (Samuel), an ingenious poet \ a man of tafte, wit, and
learning ; was mafter of the grammar fchool of Chrift's Hof-
pital, where he was himfelf educated. He took the degree of
Mailer of Arts in Trinity-college Cambridge. His principal

works are, Obfervations upon Virgil, and a Collection of Poems,
in 8vo. 1700. He aHil'ted Mr, Rowe in his tranflation of the
Callipxdia, and Mr. Ozell in the tranflation of Boileau's Lutrin.
Died at London 1713.

COBDEN (Edward), D. D. and a chaplain in ordinary to

George II. became early in life chaplain to bifhop Gibfon, to

whofe patronage he was indebted for the foUov/ing prefer-

ments ; viz. the united rc£lories of St. Auftin and St. Faitli

in London, witli that of A 61on in Middlefex, a prebend in St.

Paul's, another at Lincoln, and the archdeaconry of London, in
which lafl: he fucceeded Dr. Tyrwhit in July 1742. His whole
\vorks were collefted by himfelf, in 1757, under the title of
" Difcourfes [x] and ellays, in profe and verfe, by Edward Cob-
den, D. D. archdeacon of London, and lately chaplain to hi&
majefty king George II. above twenty-two years, in which
time moft of thefe difcourfes were preached before him. Pub-
liflied chieily for the ufe of his parifhioners," one large 4to vo-
lume, divided in two parts. Of this volume 2i;:o copies only
were printed, 50 of which were appropriated to a charitable ufe.

His income, he fays, was but moderate (all his preferments
together not exceeding ?5ol. per annum clear, which he would
often fay v»as as much as he defired, and more than he deferved.

This income, frugality and moderation converted into plenty,

and contentment into happinefs). And about this time he met
with lofles amounting to above 2000 1. which reduced his fub-
(tance very low.

In 1762 Dr. Cobden loft his wife j whom he furvived little

more than two years, dying April 22, 1764, aged more than 80,

[x] Among thefs is his " Concio ad refigned his warrant for chaplain Nov.
Clerum, xi.ca!. Mari, 1752," and three 23, \T^1\ after liaving delivered into his
fcrmons preaclied after the noted one on majefty'3 hands his reafons in writing for
" Chiftity." The lalt time he preached fo doing,

before the ki.ng was Dec. 8, 1751. He
Vol. IV. li COCC^IUS
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COCCEIUS, an able archite£l of Rome, whom fome have
affirmed to be an anceftor of the emperor Nerva, who bore that

name, made hlmfelf famous by feveral fine builduigs. Some of

them have efcaped the ravages of time ; fuch as the temple

which Calphurnius dedicated to Auguftus, in the town of Puz-
zoll in the kingdom of Naples, and is at prefent the cathedral of

that place. An enterpiife Hill more confiderable has immorta-
lized his name : namely, the grot:o that led from Cuma to the

lake of Avernus. An antient tradition, to which the conllruc-

tion of the temple of Puzzoli an J the grot of Cuma may have

given rife, attributes to him likeuife that of Naples or Puzzoli.

It is a mountain hollowed to the length of about a mile, in

which two carriages may eafily pafs. Uur countryman, Addifon,

thought with great probability, that nothing more was at firfl

intended than to dig Hones from the mountain for building the

city and moles of Naples •, and that afterwards they conceived

the idea of excavating the mountain through, in order to form
a road. His conje£lure is founded on this circumftance, that

no heaps are to be feen about the mountain.

COCCEIUS (Samuel), a german baron, born at Francfort

on the Oder, towards the clofe of the lalt century, died in 1755,
rofe by his profound knowledge of the civil law, to the poll of

minifter of flate, and grand-chancellor to the late king of Pruf-

fia. That royal philoibpher entrufted the baron Cocceius with

the reform of the adminillration of jullice throughout his do-

minions. T he Frederician Code, which this minifter compiled

in 1747, proved him worthy of the choice of his prince, and as

much a philofopher as himfelf. Befides this work, which is in

3 vols. 8vo. the world is indebted to baron Cocceius for a latin

edition of Grotius de jure belli ac pacis, more ample than any

that had before appeared. It was printed in 1755 at LauHmne,

5 vols. 4to. The firft volume, v/hich ferves as an introdutlion

to the work, is by Cocceius the father, who was alfo a great

civilian.

COCCHI (Anthony), of Florence, profeiTor of phyfic at

Pifa, afterwards of furgery and anatomy at Florence, died in

1758, at the age of 62. This great man was the intimate friend

of Newton and Eoerhaave. The emperor made him his anti-

quary. He was efteemed both for his theoretical and practical

knowledge. He wrote: Epiftolx phyfico-medicce, 1732, 4to.

He publifhed a greek manufcript, wich a latin tranflation, on

fe-a6lures and luxations, extratled from Oribafus and from So-

ranus, Florence 1754, fol. and other works.

COCCHI (Anthony Celestine), born at Mugello in Tuf-

cany the 3d of Auguft 1695, '^''•^ fucceffively profeflbr of phyfic

at Pifa, of philofophy at Florence, and antiquary to the grand

duke, who encouraged the learned of whatever country. Though
the
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tlie principal objed of his ftudies had been medicine, he alfa

excelled in polite literature. It was he who tranilated into latin

the romance of iVmbrocofmus and .nthia by Xenophon, which
was printed at London 1

7

16, greek and latin 410. He pronounced

alfo fevcral medical difcourfes in the italian language ; which

were printed at Florence in 1761, 2 parts. His difcourfe on
the Pythagorean regimen was tranflated into frcnch, and pub-

liflied in 8vo.

COCHIN (Charles Nicholas), a famous french engraver,

born in 1688. His works are full of fpirit, corre£lnefs, and
harmony. The principal aix from the paintnigs of the invalids,

M^hich employed him full ten years. He painted alfo Rebecca,

St. Bazil ; the origin of fire, from Le Moine. Jacob and La-
ban, from Rellout. The village wedding, after Watteau. The
prints for the Lutrin. Many upon the occafion of the dauphm's
marriage, and the general colledlion of the gallery of Verfailles.

He died in 1754.
He mult not be ccJufounded with another of tlie fame name

and nation who lived fome time fnice, and whofe fmall pieces

are wonderfully elegant. He is alfo remarkable for a jull re-

prefentation of his mailer's defign, and almoll- transfufing the

beauty of colours; int j the clear obfcure of his prints : hi» pieces

after Vernet are extremely fine ; his ornaments are i;; geneial

fuperior to mod ; and his portrait of M. Chauvelin, equal to the

reputation of his graver—the time of his death uncertain- Ano-
ther more modern (perhaps Itili living), and we believe his fon,

has engraved fome pieces which are marked N. C. F.

COCHL^uS (John), a native of Nuremberg, canon of
Breflau, difputed warmly againft Luther, Ofiander, ,ucer, Me7
lanftlion, Calvin, and the other patriarchs of the reformation.

He is too full of inventive, even by the confeffion of the catho-

lics themfelves. His ftyle is not only eafy, but r.eglieent in

1539 he received from England a refutation by R.icLard Mor-
rifon D. D. of the traft he had publiihed againfl; the marriage of

Henry VIIL He replied in a publication, heaving this title :

*' The broom of Johannes Cochla;us forfweeping down the cob-

webs of Morrifon." The Englifliman had reproaclicd him v\ith

having been made canon of Merfberg on condition that he
fhould write no more againil Luther, and for having forfeited

his word, on being bouglit over by promifes from the pope.

Cochl^eus declares that he is not canon of Merfberg ; that prince

George of Saxony fent for him to Mentz, where he was canon
of St. Victor, to give him a canonry in the cathedral of Mif-
nla, in order to aflift Jerom Emfer in the defence of the catholic

faith ; adding, that it is fo far from being true that he had
promifed to write no more againfl Luther, that in the preced-

ing year he had publiflied no lefs than fix writings againfl him
Ha H<£
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He defends what he liad written againfl the divorce of Henrjr

VIII. and beads that Erafmus had approved his work. The
principal produftions of this author are : i. Hilloria Huffita-

runi, folio ; a fcarce and curious work, and one of his beit per-

formances. 2. De a£lis Si fcriptis Lutheri, foL 1549. 3. Spe-

culum circa Miflani, 8vo 4. De vita Theodorici regis Oflro-

gothorum, Stockholm 1699, 4to. 5. Confilium cardinalium

anno 1538, 8vo. 6. De emendanda ecclefia, 1539, 8vo. very

fcarce. He died at lircflau, January 10, 1552, at the age of 72.

COCHRAN (RoBtRi). He was of the aniient family of

Dundonald in Scotland, and educated at Padua in Italy, where

he fpent feveral years in the (ludy of the line arts, particularly

archited\ure, in which he made great progrefs. On his return to

Scotland he was employed by James III. as his archite£l tocon-

du£l fome public buildings ; when fuch a profufion of honours

were heaped upon him that he became an object of jeittoufy to

the antient nobility, who confidered him as one too much in-

trufled with the royal confidence. And for this there was fome

reafon j for the king was fo much diftracied with the inteftine

divifionsand diffcnlions amongft his people, that he fcarcely knew
whom to trull. At lall the facSlious nobles entered into a con-

fpiracy againft fir Robert Cochran, who had been created earl of

Mar, tore him from the royal prefence, and hanged him over

the bridge at Lauder 1484.

COCHRAN (William), a painter, born Dec. 12, 1738, at

Strathaven in Clyderfdale. Having early fliewn a genius in de-

fign, he was put a? an cleve to the academy of painting in the

college of Glafgow in 1754, then chiefly under the infpedion

of thofe eminent printers Mcflrs. Robert and Andrew Foulis.

After fome time fpent there, he went to Italy about the end of

1761, where he ftudicd for five years, moflly at Rome, under

the celebrated Mr. Gavin Hamilton ; fmce which time he fol-

lowed his profefiion in Glafgow, with honour and advantage to

himfelf, and fatisfaclion to his friends. In portrait painting of

a large fize he excelled; in miniature and other ITzes he had

great merit -, his drawing was correct, and he feldom failed of

producing a mod ftriking likenefs. In hiftory, fome pieces

done by him are now in Glafgow, particularly D'<x;dalus and Ica-

rus, Diana and Endymion ; eflay pieces executed at Rome that

would do credit to any pencil ;
yet, from an unufual modefly

and diffidence, he never could be prevailed upon to put his name

to his works. A dutiful attachment to an aged mother and

other relations fixed him in Glafgow : ambition with him was

no ruling paffion, nor was he eager after riches ; but a natural

philanthropic difpofition, and an afllduity to pleafe, were confpi-

cuous traits of his charader. By permiflion of the lord provofl

^nd magiftrates, he was buried in the choir of the cathedral

^
ghurch^
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cliurcli, where a neat marble is erecled to his memory, with

this infcription: " In memory of Mr. William Cochran, portrait

painter in Glafgow, who died Odlcber 23, 1785, aged 47 years.

'] he works of his pencil and this marble bear record of an emi-

nent artii}, and a virtuous man."
COCKAIN (Sir Aston), was a native of Afhbourn in Dcr-

byfhire, where his anceftors had been long ieated, and poflefTed

great eltates. He ftudied at Oxford, and was fellow of Trinity-

col'cge Cambridge. After refiding fome time in the inns of

court, he went abroad with fir Kenelm Digby. 1 he politenefs

of his manners, his love of the liberal arts, and his vein of

poetry, though not of the purell kind, gained him much efteem.

His being of the church of Rome gained him many enemies

:

this, together with his convivial difpofition, and total negle£l of

ceconomy, reduced him to fell his eftate ; he had however the

prudence to refcrve an annuity for himfelf. Died 1684, aged

78. He wrote four plays, feveral poems, and a romance en-

titled DiANEA, tranflated out of Italian.

COCKBURN (Catharine), the daughter of captain David
Trotter, a fcots gentleman in the navy fervice, and born in

1679. She gave early proofs of a poetic imagination, by the

production of three tragedies and a comedy, which were all

acled ; the firft of them in her 17th year. But her talents were
not limited to poetry, (lie had a deep philofophical turn of mind;
{lie engaged in controverfy, and defended Mr. Locke's opinions

againft Dr. Burnet of tlie Charter-houfe, and Dr. Holdfworth.

She was induced to turn catholic when very young, but returned

from that faith in her riper years. In 1708 (lie married Mr.
Cockburn, the fon of an eminent fcots divine, when the cares

of a family diverted her from her ftudies for near 20 years ;

which ihc neverthelefs refumed with vigour. Mrs. Cockburn
furvived her hufband about a year, and died in 1749; her works

are coliecled in 2 vols. 8vo.

COCKER (Edward), who was defervedly reckoned among
the improvers of the arts of writing and arithmetic, publiflied

no lefs than fourteen copy-books, engraved by his own hand.

Some of his calligraphical pieces, which v. ere done on filver

plates, have a neatnefs and delicacy fvneiFior to the reft. Mr.
Evelyn mentions Cocker, Gery, Getixing, and Billin^rfley, as

comparable to the Italian mailers both for letters and liuuvifl-<es.

His Vulgar and DKCI^^AL arithmetics have been often printed. '

He alfo compiled a fmall diilcionary, and a book of fentences

for writini:;, called Cocker'.-, iNlorais Di<"il 1677.

CODRINGTON (Christopher), a brave foldier and ad-

mirable Icholar, was born at B>arba..io'cy in ^6-1-, and hail part

of his education in that iiland. He afterwards came over to

fingland, and was admitted a gentleman-commoner of Chrift-

H 3 church
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cliurch in Oxford, 1685 ; where having taken a degree in arts,

he was e^eded a probationer fellow of All Souls college in

i68q. He became perfe6V, it is faid, not only in logic, hiftory,

and the antieiit and modern languages, but iikewife in poetry,

phyfic, and divinity. Thus qualified, he went into the army,

but without quitting his fellowfi-.ip ; and being a well-bred and

accomplifhed gentleman, as well as a fcholar, he foon recom-

mended himfelf to the favour of king William. He was made
captain in the firft regiment of foot guards, and feems to have

"been inftrumental in driving the French out of the ifland of St.

Chriftopher's, which they had feized at the breaking out of the

war between France and England : but it is more certain that

he was at the {"i^^e of Namur ui 1095. Upon the conclulion of

the peace of Ryfwick, he was made captain-general and gor

vernor in chief of the Leeward Caribbee Iflands, in which of-

fice he met with fome trouble: for in 1701 feveral articles

were exhibited againll him to the houfe of commons in England,

but he was honourably acquitted from all imputations. In

1703 he was at the attack upon Guadaloupe, belonging to the

French, in which he ihewed great bravery, though that enter-

prife happened to be unfuccefsful. Some time after, he re-r

figned hi' government of the Leeward iflands, and led a ftudir

ous and retired life. For a few years before his death, he

chiefly applied himfelf to church hiftory and metaphyfics ; and

his eulogift tells us, that " if he excelled in any thing, it was

in metaphyfical learning, of which he was perhaps the greateft

rnafter in the world." He died in Barbadoes, April 7, 1701,

and was buried there the day following ; bur his body was after-

wards brought over to England, and interred, June 19, 1716,

in All Souls chapel, Oxford. Two latin orations to his mer
rnory were fpoken ther.' by two fellows of that college ; one by

Digby Cotes, M. A. the univerfity orator, at his interment ; the

other the next day by Edward Young, LL. B. at the laying

the foundation ftone of his library. Over his grave a black

marble ftone was foon after laid, with no other infcription on

it but, CoORlNGTON
By his lafi: ill he bequeathed his two plantations in Bar-

badoes, irnd pavL of the ifland Barbuda, to the fociety for pror

pagating the goipel in foreign
)
arts ; and left a noble legacy to

All Souls college, of which he had been fellow. This legacy

confifted of his books, which were valued at 6000 1. and

10,000 1. to be laid put; 6000 1. in building a library, and

4O00 1 in furnifhing it with books. He was the author of

fome poems in the Mufze Anglicanse, printed at London in

J741 ; and of a copy of verfes infcribed to fir Samuel Garth

upon his Dlfpentary.
'

' ^OEFFETEAU (Nicholas), a dominican, and bifhop of

Dardania
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Dardania in pnrtibus ; was born at St. Calais in the Maine, in

1574, He rofe by his merits to the firft charges of his order,

-and died in 1623, after having been named to the bifliopric

of Marfeilles by Lewis XIII. He was eloquent in his fermons,

and wrote with purity, confidering the age. His principal

pieces are a Roman hillory from Auc^ullus to Conftantine in

folio, which was yet read with pleafurc in the xviith century.

He tranllated Floras, and was chofen by Hen. iV. of France,

at the recommendation of Cardinal du Perron, to anfwer the

book which James I. of England had put out ; and at the in-

ftance of Gregory XV, he wrote againft Dupleflis Mornay,

and Marc, Anton, de Dominis, archbifliop of Spalatro.

COEUR (James), an eminent French merchant, and the

richefl: fubjecl in Europe in the xvth century. He enjoyed

an office of trufl: in the court of Charles VII. of France, and

his induftry was of more iervice to that country, than the boaft-

ed bravery of a Dunois or a Maid of Orleans. He had

eflablifhed the greateil trade that had ever been carried on by

any private fubje6l in Europe : and fmce his time Cofmo de

Medicis is the only perfon that equalled him. He had 300
fadors in Italy and the Levant. He lent 200,000 crowns of

gold to his mafler Charles VII. without which he never could

have recovered Normandy. Nothing can be a greater ftain to

the annals of this reign than the perfecution of fo ufeful a man.

After he had reprefented his prince in foreign dates, he was

accufed of having poifoned the beautiful Agnes Sorel, Charles's

miflrefs ; but this was without foundation, and the real motive

of his perfecution is not known : for who can tell the fecret

fprings of the injuftice and iniquity of mankind? He was by

the king's order lent to prifon, and the parliament tried him :

all they could prove againil him was, that he had caufed a

chriflian flave to be reftored to his tuikifli mafter, whom this

flave had robbed and betrayed ; and that he had fold arms to

the fultan of vEgypt. For thefe two fuels, one of which was
lawful and the other meritorious, his eftate was conflfcated, and

he was condemned to do amende honorable^ and pay a fine of

100,000 crowns. He found more virtue in his clerks, than in

the courtiers who ruined him : the former contributed to re-

lieve him under his misfortunes ; and one of them particularly,

who had married his niece, facilitated his efcape out of his con-

finement and out of France. He went to Rome, where Ca-

llxtus III. filled the papal chair, who gave him the command
of part of a fleet which he had equipped againtl the Turks.

He died on his arrival at the ifle of Chio in 1456 j therefore

Mr. de Voltaire is miftaken in faying, in bis Eflay on uiilverfal

Jiiftory, and the fplrlt of nations, that " he removed to Cyprus,

where he continued to carry on his trade ; but never had the

H 4 courage
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courage to return to his ungrateful country, though ftrongly

invited."

COGGESHALLE (Ralph), a learned englifh monk, lived

in the xiith and xiiith centuries. He was of the ciftercian

order, and was efteemed a man of uncommon knowledge for

his time. The furname under which we here place his article

•was given him from the abbey over which he prefided. The
principal work of his which is come down to us, is a chronicle

of the holy land ; and it is fo much the more valuable as he

was an eye-witnefs of the fa^ls he relates. He was at Jcrufa-

lem, and was even wounded there, during the fiege of that

city by Saladin. It is thought that he died in 1228. This
chronicle was publifhed in 1 7 29, by the fathers Martenne and

Durand, in the 5th volume of the AmplifTima colleftio veterum

fcriptorum et monumentorum, &c. In this volume are like-

wife two other works of the fame author, the firft intituied

Chronicon Anglicanum ab anno ic66 ad annum 1200; and

the fecond, Libellus de motibus Anglicanis fab Johanne rege.

COHORN (Memnon), the Vauban of the Dutch, was born

in 16 )2, His genius for the arts of war, and for conflructing

fortifications, difplayed itfelf early in life. Being engineer and

lieutenant-general in the fervice of the flates-general, he forti-

fied and defended the greater part of their places. It was a cu-.

rious fpeClacle, fays the prefident Heinault, to fee in 1692, at

the fiege of Namur, the fort Cohorn befieged by Vauban, and

defended by Cohorn himfelf. He did not furrender till after

he had received a wound judged to be mortal, but which how-
ever did not prove to be fo. In 1703 the eletlor of Cologne,

Jofeph Clement, having efpoufed the part of France, and re-

ceived a French garrifon into Bonn, Cohorn kept up fuch ^

flrong and terrible fire upon the place, that the commandant
furrendered it three days afterwards. This great man died at

the Hague in 1704, leaving the Hollanders fcveral places foi-

tified by his indufiry and ficill. Eergen-op-zoom, v.'hich he

called his mafter-piece, was taken in 1747 by the marihal de

Loewendahl, notwithllanding its fine fortifications, which

caufed it to be regarded as impregnable. We have a tieatife

l^y Cohorn, in the Flemifh language, on the new method of

fortifying places.

COIN'TE (Charx.es le), born at Troyes the 4th of Novem-
ber 16 M, entered very early into the congregation of the ora-

tory, \vhere he was received by the cardinal de Berulle. The
pere Bourgoin, one of the cardinal's fuccelTorS' in the general-

{hip, confidered him for along time as a ufelefs man, becaufe he

applied himfelf to the fiudy of hiftory. The prejudice of this

Jio'nell m.an was fo flrong in that refpe£l:, that when he wanted,

^ccQiding to Richard Simon, to denote a blockhead, he faid, he
'

' "
^ ' 'is



COKE. 105

is an hiRorian. Notwithftanding this, when Servien, plenipo-

tentiary at Munfter, aiked him for a father of the oratory as

chaphiin to the emballV, he gave him pcre le Cointe, who at-

tended him, afTilled him in making prehminaries of peace,

and furniflied the memorials neeeflary to the treaty. Colbert

obtained for him the grant of a peniion of 1000 livres in 1659 j

and, three years after, another of 500 It was then that he be-

gan to publifli at Paris his grand work, intituled Anuales ec*

clefiaftici Francorum, in 8 volumes folio, from the year 235 to

835. It is a compilation v/ithout ornament; but of immenfe
labour, and full ot curious particulars, executed with much dif-

cernment and fagacity. His chronology frequently ditfers fro^^

that of otl^er hiiUnians ; but whenever he departs from them,
he ufually gives his reafons for it. The firil volume ap' eared
jn 1665, and the lafl in 1679. Father le Cointe died at Paris

the 18th of Jainiary i68i, at the age of 70.

COITER (VoLCHERus), was born at Groningen, in 1534,
and, in procefs of time, acquired a very great charafter, as a
phyfician, furgeon, and anatomifh. In his introdudlion to ana-

tomy, chap. 6, he gives good advice to fuch as are defirous of

making quick and regular advances in their anatomical fludies.

We are confiderably indebted to this author for his labour and.

induftry •, for he clearly fpecifies the firft origin of the bones,

accounts for their growth, and points out the difference be.»

tvi'een thofe of infants and adults : for he ufed to prepare fkele-

tons of children, compare their bones with thofe of adults,

and demon (Irate the difference between them to his pupils in

Bologna 5 where, in his own houfe, he exhibited an abortive

foetus, as long as a finger, and furnilhed with all the parts of

a human body. Died about j6oo.

COKE (Sir Edward), lord chief-juftice of England, and
one of the mod eminent lawyers this kingdom has produced,
was defcended from an antient family in Norfolk, and born at

Mileham in that county, 1549. His father was Robert Coke,
efq. of Mi,leham ; his mother Winifred, daughter and coheirefs

of William Knighfley, of Margra^'C Knightley in Norfolk. At
ten years of age, he w^is fent to a free fchool at Norwich; and
from thence removed to Trinity college in Cambridge. He
remained in the univerlity about four years, and went from
thence to Ciifford's-Inn in London ; and the year after was en-
tered a ftudent of the Inner Temple. We are told, that the

firft proof he gave of the quicknefs of his penetration and tlie

folidity of his .judgement, was his ftating the cook's cafe of

the Temple, which it fecms had puzzled the whole houfe, fq

clearly and exadly, that it was taken notice of and admired by
the bench. It is not at all improbable, tliat this might promote
hjs Veing called early to the bar, as he was at the end of fix

years,
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years, which in thofe ftri£l times was held very extraordinary.

He himfelf has informed us, that the fnil caufe he moved in the

King's-Bench, was in Trinity term 1578; when he was coun-
fel for Mr. Edward Denny, vicar of Northiugham in Norfolk,
in an action of fcandalum magnatum brought againft; him by
Henry lord Cromwell. About this tim,e he was appointed
reader of Lyon's-Inn, when his learned lectures were much at-

tended ; and fo continued for three years. His reputation in-

creafed fo faft, and with it his pracflice, that when he had been
at the bar but a few years, he thought himfelf in a condition to

pretend to a lady of one of the heft families^ and at the fame
time of the beft fortune in Norfolk. The lady was Bridget,

daughter and coheirefs of John Prefton, efq ; whom he foon
married, and with whom he had firft and lad 30,000!.

After this marriage, by which he became allied to feme of
the nobleft houfes in the kingdom, preferments flowed in upon
him apace. The cities of Coventry and Norwich chofe him
their recorder ; the county of Norfolk one cf their knights in

parliament ; and the houfe of commons their fpeaker, in the

35th year of queen Elizabeth. The queen likewife appointed
him folicitor-general in 1592, and attorney-general the year

following. Some time after he loft his wife, by whom he had
ten children ; and in 1598 he married Elizabeth, daughter of

Thomas lord Burleigh, afterwards earl of Exeter, and reli£l:

of fir William Elatton. As this marriage was the fource of
many troubles to both parties, fo the very celebration of it oc-

cafioned no fmall noife and difquiet, by an unfortunate circum-
ftance that attended it. There had been the fame year fo much
notice taken of irregular marriages, that archbifliop Whitgift

had fignified to the bifliops of his province, to profecute ftridly

all that fliould either offend in point of time, place, or form.

Now, whether Coke looked upon his own or the lady's quality,

and their being married with the confent of the family, as fet-

ting them above fuch reftridions, or whether he did not con-

fider at all about it, certain it is that they were married in a

private houfe without either banns or licenfe : upon which he
and his new married lady, the minifter who officiated, Thomas
lord Burleigh, and feveral other perfons, were profecuted in

the archbiihop's court ; but upon their fubmiffion by their

proxies, abfolved from excommunication and the penalties con-

icquent upon it, becaufe, fays the record, they had offended,

not out of contumacy, but through ignorance of the law in

that point. The affair of greateft moment, in which as attor-

ney-general he had a iliare in this reign, was the profecution

of the earls of h ffex and Southampton ; who were brought

to the bar in Weflmlnfter-hall, before the lords commiffioned

fpr their trial, Feb. 19, lOoo. After he had laid open the na-^

ture
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was under .o the ^^ ";^1- -^; !
..'"j"

Oocl, he of his c,rU

rmVouUlbe'lIoberrthe'wr,.hatof a UingCo™ thought to

'^^May"T6of he was lighted by king James, and the

fame vc^/manag'ed the trial of fir AV. Ralngh =
^^-ff^^;

whitii'er the term was adjourned on account of the plague be

W Tl ondon. He leirened himfelf greatly .n the optnton

of Ae world by his treat.ne.tt of th.t unfortunate gen<lemani

ietterwhich fir Francis Bacon wrote to hun a ter hi. own fall;

wherern wehave tl.e following pafTage :
- As your ple.dmgs

were wont to infult our mifery, and inve.gh literally agan>rc the

Te' fonTfo are you ftiU carelefs m this point, to pra.fe and d.igrace

upon night grounds, and that fuddenly : fothat your reproofs

orcommendations are for the mole part negleded and con-

temned, when the cenfure of a judge comn.g flow, but fure

ftouTd be a brand to the guilty, and a crown to the v.rtuous

You will left at any man in public, without any refped to the

IrW digniy or your own. This difgraces your gravity

Le than k cin advance the opinion ofyourvvit; and lo do

Si your aaions, which we fee you do direftly with a touch of

vain-glory? You make the laws too much lean to your opi-

non- whereby you fliew yourfelf to be a legal tyrant, &c.

January 27, 1606, at the trbl of the gunpowder confpirators,

Hnd March 28 following, at the trial ot the je uit Garnet, he

:i^de tw^ very elaborate fpeeches, which were foon alter pub-

llhed'n a book, intituled, » A true and perfect relation of the

whde proceedings againil the late -oft barbatous tnutors.

Garnet a jefuit, and his confederates, &c. 4to, 1606. Ceci ,

eaJl o Slhfbury, obferved in his fpeech upon the latter trial,

M tLafthe evidence had been fo well didr.buted and opened by

the attorney.geneval, that he had never neard fuch a mafs of

matter better contraaed, nor made more mtelhgible to ae

Tuy" 'his appears to have been really true ; fo true hat

!^any to this daV efteem this lait fpeech, efpecially, his mailer-

^T'was probably in reward for this fervice that he was ap.

pointed lord chietjufticc of the common pleas, as he was

the fame year. The motto he gave upon his rings, v^ hen he

ts cXl to the degree of ferjeant, in order to quaUfy him^for
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this promotion, was, " Lex efl tutiOima cafTis;" that is, " The law
is the fafeft helmet." 0£l. 25, 1613, he was made lord chief

jullice of the king's-bench ; and in Nov. was fv^-orn of his ma-
jefty's privy-council. In 161 5 the king c'eliberating upon the

choice of a lord chancellor, when that poft (liould become va-

cant by the death or refignation of Egerton lord ElJefmere, fir

Francis Bacon wrote to his majefly a letter upon that fubje6l,

wherein he has the following paflage, relating to the lord chief

Juftice: " If you take my lord Coke, this will follow: Firft,

your majefty Ihall put an over-ruling nature into an over-

ruling place, which may breed an extreme. Next, you fliall

blunt his indufhries in matter of finances, which feemeth to

aim at another place. And ladly, popular men are no fure

mounters for your majefty's faddle." The difputes and animofi-

ties between thefe two great men are well known. They
feem, as a certain writer obferves, to have been perfonal •, and
they lafhed to the end of their lives. Coke was jealous of Ba-

con's reputation in many parts of knowledge •, by whom again

he was envied for the high reputation he had acquired in

one •. each aiming to be admired particularly in that, in v/hich

the other excelled. Coke was the greateft lawyer of his time,

but could be nothing more. If Bacon was not fo, we can

afcribe it only to his aiming at a more exalted character : not

being able, or at lead not willing, to confine the uruverfality of

his genius within one inferior province of learning. But to go
on with Coke-T-

Sir Thomas Overbury's murder in the Tower now broke

out, at the diftance of two years after •, for Overbury died

Sept. 16, 1613, and the judicial proceedings againil his mur-
derers did not commence till Sept. 161 5. In this affair fir

Edward acted with great vigour, and, as fome think, in a man-
ner highly to be commended ; yet his enemies, who were nu-
merous, and had formed a defign to humble his pride and in-

folence, took occafion, from certain circumftances, to reprefent

Jhim in a bad light both to the king and people. Many circum-

llances concurred at this time to hallen his fall. He was led

to oppofe the king in a difpute relating to his power of grant-

ing commendams ; and James did not like to have his preroga-

tive difputed, even in cafes where it might well be quellioned.

He had a conteft with the lord chancellor Egerton, in which

\l is univerfally allowed that he was much to be blamed. Sir

Edward, as a certain hiflorian informs us, had heard and deter-*

mined a cafe at common law ; after which it was reported that

there had been juggling. The defendant, it feems, had pre-

vailed with the plaintiff's principal witnefs not to attend, or to

give any evidence in the caufe, provided he could be excufed,

pne of the defendant's agents undertakes to excufe him ; and
carrying



COKE. 109

carrying the man to a tavern, called for a gallon of fack in a
vePil'l, and bid him drink. As foon as he had laid his lips to the

flaggon, the defendant's agent quieted the room. When this

\vitnefs was called, the court was informed that he was un-
able to come ; to prove which, this agent was produced, who
depofed, " that he left him in fuch a condition, that if he con-

tinued in it but a quarter of an hour, he was a dead man." For
want of this perfons teitimony the caufe was loft, and a ver-

dict given for the defendant. The plantiffs finding themfelves

injured, carried tlie bufinefs into chancery for relief ; but the

defeiulants, having had judgement at common law, refufed to

obey ilic orders of that court. Upon this, the lord chancellor

commits them to prifon for contempt of the court : they peti-

tion againft him in the ilar-chamber ; the lord chief juftice

Coke joins with them, foments the difference, and threatens

the lord chancellor with a praemunire. The chancellor makes
the king acquainted with the bufinefs, who, after confulting fir

Francis Hacon, then his attorney, and fome other lawyers upon
the affair, jultilied the lord chancellor, and gave a proper rebuke
to Coke.

Roger Coke gives us a diiTerent account of the occafion of tlic

chief juftice's being in difgrace-, and informs us, that he was one
of the firll who felt the eileifls of the povv^er of the rifing fa-

vourite, Villiers, afterwards duke of Buckingham. The author
of the notes on Wilfon"s Life of James, publilhed in the fccond
volume of Kennet's '' Complete Hiftory of England," tells us
*' that fir Edward loll the king's favour, and fome time after

his place, for letting fall fome words upon one of the trials, im.-

porting; his fufpicion that Overbury had been poifoned to prevent
the difcovery of another crime of the fame nature, committed
upon one of the higheft rank, whom he termed a fweet prince ;

which was taken to be meant of prince Henry." Whatever
were the caufes of his difgrace, which it is probable were many,
he was brought upon his knees before the council at Whitehall,
June, r6i6-, and offences were charged upon him by Yelver-
ton, the follicitor-general, implying, amongfl; other things,

fpeeches of high contempt uttered in the feat of juftice, and
uncomely and undutiful carriage in the prefence of his majefty,
" the privy council, and judges." Soon after, he prefented
himfelf again at the council-table upon his knees, when fecre-

tary Winv/ood informed him, that report had been made to
his majedy of what had paffed there before, together with the
anfwer that he had given, and that too in the moll favourable
manner ; tlut his majefty was no ways fatisfied with refped: to
any of the heads ; but that notwithftanding, as well out of his
own clemency, as in regard to the former fervices of his lord-

fliip, the king was pleafed not to deal heavily with him : and
therefore
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therefore had decreed, i . That he be fequeftered from the coilncli-

table, uncil his majeily's pleafuie be funher known. 2. That
he forbear to ride his fummer circuit as juftice of aflize. 3.

That during this vacation, while he had time to hve privately

and difpole himfelf at home, he take into his confidcration and
review his books of reports j waereij, as his majefty is informed,

be many extravagant and exorbitant opinions fet down and pub-
lifned for poiitive and good law : and if, in reviewing and read-

ing thereof, he find any thing fit to be altered or amended, the

correction is left to his difcretion. Among other things, the

king was not well pleafed with the title of thofe books, where-
in he llyled himfelf " lord chief juftice of England j" whereas
he could challenge no more, but lord chief juftice of the King's-

bench. And having correded what in his difcretion he found
meet in thefe reports, his majefty's pleafure was, he Ihould

bring the famiC privately to himfelf, that he might confidev

thereof, as in his princely judgement fhould be found expedi^mt.

Hereunto INI^r- fecretary advifed him co conform himfelf in all

duty and obedience, as he ought ; whc:reby he might hope that

his majefty in time would receive him again to his gracious and
princely favour. To this the lord chief juftice made anfwer,

that he did in all humility proftrate himfelf to his majeftys

good pleafure ; that he acknowledged that decree to be juft, and

proceeded rather from his majefty's exceeding mercy than his

juftice ; gave humble thanks to their lordlhips for their

goodnefs towards him ; and hoped tnat his behaviour for the

future would be fuch as would deferve their lordftiipi' favours.-

From which anfwer of fir Edward's we may learn that he was,

as fuch men akvays are, as dejecfed and fawning in adverfity,

as he was infolent and overbearing in profperity •, the fame

meannefs and poornefs of fpint influencing his behaviour in

both conditions.

In Odiober he was called before the chancellor, and forbid

Weftminfter-hall ; and alfo ordered to anfwer fcveral excep-

tions againft his reports. In November the king removed him
from the office of lord chief juftice. Upon his difgrace, fir

Francis Bacon wrote him an admonitory letter, in which he re-

monftrates to him feveral errors in his former behaviour and

conducl. We have made a citation from this letter already

;

we will here give the remainder of it : for though perhaps it

was not very generous in Bacon to write fuch a letter at fuch

a feafon, even to a profeiled adverfary, yet it will ferve our pur-

pofe well enough, in illuftrating the chara<fl:er and manners of

Coke. In this letter, then, he advifed fir Edward to be humbled
for this vifitation ; and obferves, " that affli(fl:ion only levels -he

molehills of pride in us, ploughs up the heart, and makes it

fit for wifdom to fow her fijed, and grace to bring forth her

increalc."



COKE, in

increafe." He afterwards points out to him fome errors in his

condu«Sl. *' In difcourfe," foys he, '* you delight to fpeak too

much, not to hear other men. This, fome fay, becomes a

pleader, not a judge. For by this fometimes your afle£lions

are entangled with a love of your own arguments, though they

be the weaker ; and with rejetling of thofe which, when your
affections were fettled, your own judgement would allow for

ftrongelt. Thus, while you fpeak in your element, the law,

no man ordinarily equals you j but when you wander, as you
often deli;;ht to do, you then wander indeed, and never give

fuch fatistadlion as the curious time requires. This is not

caufed by any natural defeCl, but firfl for want of election ;

when you, having a large and fruitful mind, fhould not fo much
labour what to fpeak, as to fmd what to leave unfpoken. Rich
foils are often to be weeded. Secondly, you cloy your auditory.

When you would be obferved, fpeech muft be either fweet or

fhort. Ti)irdly, you converfe with books, not men, and books
fpecially humane ; and have no excellent choice with men who
are the bed books. For a man of action and employment you
feldom converfe with, and then but with underlings ; not freely,

but as a fchoolmaller, ever to teach, never to learn. But if

fometimes you would in your familiar difcourfe hear others,

and make ele£lion of fuch as knew what they fpeak, you ihould

know many of thofe tales, which you tell, to be but ordinary;

and many other things, which you delight to repeat and ferve

in for novelties, to be but flale. As in your pleadings you were
wont to infult even mifery, and inveigh bitterly againft the per-

fon ; fo are you ftill carelefs in this point, &c. Your too

much love of the world is too much feen, when having the liv-

ing of lOjOool. you relieve few or none. The hand that hath
taken fo much, can it give fo little ? Herein you fhew no bowels
of companion, as if you thought all too little for yourfelf, or
that God had given you all that you have, only to that end you
fiiould flill gather more, and never be fatisiied, but try how
much you could gather, to account for all at the great and ge-
neral audit day. We defire you to amend this, and let your
poor tenants in Norfolk find fome comfort, where nothing of

your efhate is fpent towards their relief, but all brought up hi-

ther to the impoverifliing your country." He then tells him,
*' that in the cafe of Overbury he ufed too many delays, till the
delinquent's hands were loofe, and his own bound ; and that he
was too open in his proceedings, and fo taught them how to

defend themfelves. But that," continues he, " which we com-
mend you for, are thofe excellent parts of nature and knowledge
in the law, which you are endued withal. But thefe are only
good in their good ufe. Wherefore we thank you heartily for

ilanding iloutly in the commonwealth's behalf j hoping, it pro-

ceedeth
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ceedeth not from a difpofition to oppofe greatncfs, as your ene<*

mies fay, but to do jullice, and deliver truth indifferently with-
out refpecl of perfons."

Low as fir tdward was fallen, he was afterwards reftored

to credit and favour; the firil ftep to which was,his propofing

a match between the ead of Buckingham's elder brother, fif

John Villiers, and his younger daughter by the lady Hatton :

for he knew no other way of gaining that favourite. Tliis how^-

ever occafioned a prodigious difpute and quarrel between fir

Edward and his wife ; who, refenting her hufband's attempt to

difpofe of her daughter without afking her leave, carried away
the young lady, and lodged her at fir hdmund Withipole's houfe
near Oatlands. Upon this iir Edward wrote immediately to

the earl of Buckingham, to procure a wavrant from the privy-,

council to reftore his daughter to him •, but before he received

an anfwer, difcovering where fhe was, he went with his fons,

and took her by force, which occafioned lady Hatton to com-
plain in her turn to the privy council. Much confufion follow-

ed ; and this private match became at length an affair of flate.

The differences were at length made up, in appearance at lead,

Sept. i6i7', fir Edward was reftored to favour, and reinftated

in his place as privy-conncillor ; and fir John Villiers was mar-
ried to Mrs. Frances Coke at Hampton-court, with all the

fplendour imaginable. This wedding however coft fir Edward
dear. For befides io,oool. paid in money at two payments, he

and his fon fir Robert did, purfuaut to articles and directions

of the lords of the council, affure to fir John Villiers a rent-

charge of 2000 marks per aimum during fir Edward's life,

and of 900I. a year during the lady Hatton's life, if Ihe furvived

her hufband ; and after both their deaths, the. manor of Stoke

in Buckinghamftiire, of the value of 900I. per annum, to fir

John Villiers and his lady, and to the heirs of her body.

The fame were fettled by good conveyances carefully drawn
the January following, and certified to his majefty under the

hands of two ferjeants and the attorney-general. All this time

the- quarrel fubfiiled between him and his wife : and many let-

ters are flill extant, which fhew a great deal of heat and re-

fentment in botli parties. At the time of the marriage, lady

Hatton was confined at the complaint of her huihand : for,

fince her marriage, Ihe had purchafed the ifland and caltlc of

Purbeck, and feveral other eltates in different counties; which
made her greatly independent of her hulband. However, their

reconciliation was afterwards effe<fl:ed, but not till July 1621,

and then by no lefs a mediator than the king.

A parliament was fummoned, and met January 1621; and

in Feb. there was a great debate in the houfc of commons upon

feveiai points of importaiice, fuch as liberty of fpeech, the in-

creafs
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ereafe of popery, and other grievances. Sir Edward Coke was
a member, and his age, experience, and dignity gave him great

weight there : but it very foon appeared, that he refolved to a6t:

a different part from what the court, and more efpecially the

great favourite Buckingliam, expelled. He fpoke very warmly 5

and alfo took occafion to flicw, that proclamations againft the
tenor of a61:s of parliament vi^ere void : for which he is highly
cortimended by Camden. The houfes being adjourned by the
king's command in June, met again in November; and fell

into great heats about the commitment of fir Edwin Sands,
foon after their adjournment, which had fuch unfortunate con-
fequences, that the commons protefted, Dec. 18, againft the
invafion of their privileges. The king prorogued the parliament
upon the 21ft ; and on the 27th, fir Edward Coke was com-
mitted to the Tower,Jns chambers in the Temple broke open,
and his papers delivered to fir Robert Cotton and Mr. Wilfon
to examine. January 6, 1622, the parliament was diffolved :

and the fame day fir Edward was charged before the council
with having concealed fome true examinations in the great
caufe of the earl of Somerfet, and obtruding falfe ones : never-
thelefs, he was foon after releafed, but not without receiving

high marks of the king's refentment : for he was a fecond time
turned out of the privy-council, the king giving him this

chara£ler, that " he was the fitteft inftrument for a tyrant that
ever was in England." And yet, fays Wilfon, in the houfe he
called the king's prerogative an overgrown monfter. Towards
the clofe of 1623 he was nominated, with feveral others, to

whom large powers were given, to go over to Ireland ; v/hich
nomination, though accompanied with high exprefiions of kind-
nefs and confidence, was made with no other view but to get
him out of the way, for fear he fliould be troublefome : but he
did not go. He remained firm in his opinions, nor does it

appear that he ever fought to be reconciled to the court ; fo

that he was abfolutely out of favour at the death of kin'^

James.
In the beginning of the next reign, when it was found ne-

ceflary to call a fecond parliament, he was pricked for iherifF

of Bucks in 1621;:, to prevent his being chofen. He laboured
all he could to avoid it, but in vain ; fo that he was obliged to
ferve the office, and to attend the judges at the afiizes, where
he had often prefided as lord chief juftice. This did not hin-
der his being eleded knig'^L of the fliire for Bucks in the par-
liament of 1628, in whi n he diftinguiftied himfelf more than
any man in the houfe ot commons, fpoke warmly for the re-
drefs of grievances, argued boldly in defence of the libertv of
the fubjed, and ftrenuouily fupported the privilege of' the
houfe. It was he that propofed and framed the petition of
Vol. IV. I rights.
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riglits; and, June 1628, he made a fpeecfi, in which he named
the duke of Buckingham as she caufe of all our miferies, though,

lord Clarendon tells us, he had before blafphemonfiy llyled him
the fafJour of the nation ; bui this was peffeftly confiftent

with the character of the man, who couki flcftter or abufc juft

as interefl: or pafTion dire£led. Nor is there any reafon to con-^

elude, that all this oppofition to the arbitrary meafufes of the

court Sowed from any prirncrples of patriotifm, fof he was too

great a tyrant iti his nature to be capable of any fuch, but from

a dlfpofition to C^pofe greatriefs, as lord Bacon told h:m ; from

a defire to diftrefs thofe who had done fo much to humble him.

After the diflblution erf this parliament, which happened the

March foliowing, he retired to his houfe at Stoke Fogeys lii

Buckingham (hire, where he fpent the remainder of his days ;

and there, Sept. 3, 1634, breathed his- laft in his 86th year, ex-

piring with thefe words in his mouth, as his monument informs

us, " Thy kingdom come ! thy will be done !" While he lay

upon his death-bed, fir Francis Windebank, by an order of

council, came to fearch for feditious and dangerous papefs ;•

by viTtne whereof he took his *' Commentary upon Littleton,*"

and the " Hiftory of his Life" before it, written with his own
hand, his " Commentary upon Magna Charta, &c." the " Pleas

of the Crown," and the " Jurifdi£lion of Courts," his eleventh

and twelfth " Reports" in MS. and 51 other MSS. with the

laft will of fir Edward, wherein he had been making provifioti

for his younger grand-children. The books and papers were

kept till feven years after, when one of his fons, in 164.1, moved
the houfe of commons, that the books and papers taken by fir

Francis "Windebank might be delivered to fir Robert Coke, heir

of fir Edward ; which the king was pleafed to grant. Such of

them as could be found were accordingly delivered up, but the

will v^as never heard of more.

Sir Edv/ard Coke was in his perfon well proportioned, and

his features regular. He was neat, but not nice, in his drefs :r

and is reported to have faid, " that the cleannefs of a man's

clothes ought to put him in mind of keeping all clean within."

He had grext qaicknei-s of parts, deep penetration, a faithful

memory, and a folid judgement. He was wont to fay, thaft

*' matter lay in a little room j" and in his pleadings he M'33

concife, thoiigh in fet fpeeches and in his writings too diffufe.

He was certainly a great mafter of his profeflion, as even his

enemies allov/ ; had Rudied it regularly, and was perfe£lly ac-

quainted with every thing relating to it. Hence he gained fo

high an efteem rn Weltminfler-hall, and came to enjoy fo large

a itiare h) the favour of the great lord Burleigh. He valued

himfelf, and indeed not without reafon< upon this, that he ob-

tained all his preferments without employing either prayers ct

pence j
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pence ; and that he became the queen's (olicitor, fpeaker of the

ndufe of commons, attorney-general, chief jultice of both

benches, high^ilcwarJ of Cambridge, and a member of the

privy-council, without either begging or bribing. As he de-

rived his fortune, his credit, and his greatnefs from the law, fo

lie loved it to a degree of intemperance. He committed every

thing to writing with an induftry beyond example, and, as we
ihall relate jult now, publiflied a great deal. He met witli

many changes of fortune -, v.'as fometimes in poiver, and fome-

times in difgrace. He was however fo excellent at making the

bell of a difgrace, that king James ufed to compare him to a

cat, who always fell upon her legs. He was upon occafion a

friend to the church and clergy : and thus, when he had loft

his public employments, and a great peer was inclined to quef-*

tion the rights of the church of Norwich, he hindered it, by
telling him plainly, that, '/ if he proceeded, he would put on his

cap and gown again, and follow the caufe through Weftminfter-

hall." He had many benefices in his own patronage, which hs

is faid to have given freely to men of merit j declaring ia his

law language, that he would have law livings pafs by livery and

feifin, and not by bargain and fale.

We will now conclude thefe memoirs of fir Edward Coke witli

an account of his writings. *' His learned and laborious works
on the laws," fays a certain author, " will be admired by judi-

cious pofterity, while Fame has a trumpet left her, or any breath

to blow therein." This is indifputably a juil character of his

writings in general : the particulars of which are as follow.

About 1600 were publiflied, in folio, the firfl part of the " Re- .

ports of fir Edward Coke, knt. her majefty's attorney-general,

of divers refolutions and judgements given with great delibera-

tion by the reverend judges and fages of the law, of cafes and

matters in law, which were never refolved or adjudged before

:

and the reafons and caufes of the faid refolutions and judge-

ments during the moll happy reign oi the moil illufLrious and
renowned queen Elizabeth, the fountain of- all jaftice and ths

life of the law," The fecond, third, and fo on to the eleventh

part of the " Reports" were all publiflied by himfelf in the

reign of James I. The twelfth part of his Reports has a certi-

ficate printed before it, dated Feb. 2, 1655, and fubfcribed E.

Bulitrod •, fignifying, that he conceives it to be the genuine work
of fir Edward Coke. The title of the thirteenth part is, "Se-
lect cafes in law, reported by fir Ldward Coke;" and thefe

are aflcrted to be his in a preface figned with the initials J. G.
In 1614 there was publifhed, " A fpecch and charge at Nor-
wich aflTizcs," intended to pafs for fir Edward Coke's; but he
clearly difclaims it,- in the preface to tlie feventh part of his

Reports. He did indeed make a fpeech at that time, and in

1 2 fome
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fome meafure to tliis purpofe ; but thefe notes of it tvete gathered

and publifhed vithout his knowledge in a very incorre6t and
miferable manner, and publiflied with a (Icilgn to prejudice and
expofe him. In 16I4 was publiflied, in foUo, " A book of en-

tries, tontaining perft'6t and approved precedents of courts, de-

clarations, informations, plaints, indiclments, bars, duplications,

rejoinders, pleadings, procefies, continuances, efibigns, iflhes,

defaults, departure in defpight of the court, demurrers, trials,

judgments, executions, and ail oihcr matters and proceedings, in

etfetl, concerning the pra(5lic part of the laws of England, in ac
tions real, pevfonal, mixed, and in appeals : being very neceflary to

be known, and of excellent ufe for the modern pra6lice of the

law, many of them containing marters in law, and points of great

learning ; coliet^ed and publiflied for the common good and benefit

of all the tludious and learned profeffors of the laws of England."

We come now to fpeak of his '* Inflitutes," which are divided

into four parts. The firft is the tranfiation and comment upon
the " Tenures of fir Thomas Littleton,' one of the judges of

the common-pleas in the reigri of Edward IV. It was publifhed

in his life-time, in 1628 ; but that edition was very incorrect.

There was a fecond publiflied in 1629, faid to be revifed by the

author, and in which this work is much amended
;
yet feveral

millakes remained even in that. The fecond part of the " In^

ftifutes" gives us magna charta and other feleft ftatutes, in

the languages in \vhich they were firft; ena£led, and much more
correal: than they were to be had any where elfe. He adds to

thefe a commentary full of excellent learning, wherein he fhews

how the common law flood before thofe f\at'utes were made,
how far they arc introdu£lory of new laws, and how far decla-

ratory of tlie old ; what were the caufes of making them, tc>

what ends they were made, and in what degree, at the time of

liis writing, they were either altered or repealed. The third

part of the "Inllitutes" contains the criminal law or pleas of

the crown : where, among other things, he fliews, in regard to

pardons and reftitutions, how far the king may proceed by liis

prerogative, and where the afHitance of parliament is neceil'ary.

The fourth part of the " Inflitutes" comprehends the jurifdic-

tion of all the courts in tliis kingdom, from the high court of

parliament down to the court baron. This part not being pub-
lifhed till nfter his deceafe, there are many inaccuracies and
fome wreatcr faults in it, which were animadverted upon and
amended in a book written by William Prynne, efq. and pub-
lifhed in 1669,

We have befides, of his, i. A treatife of bail and mainprize,

1637, 4to. 2. Reading on th.c itate of fines, 27 Edw. 1. french,

1662, ^to. 3. Complete copyholder, 1640, 4to. There was
added in another edkicn of thi-j took in 1650, 4to, Calthorpe's

reading



COLBERT. 117

fpiiding between a lord of a manor and a copyholder his tenant,

Sec, And in the editions in i2mo, 1668 and 1673, there is a

fupplemcnt.

COLARDEAU (Chari.ils Pierrf), born at Janville in the

Orleanois in 1 735, was a votary of tlie frcnch mufes from his

very infancy. He made his firit appearance in the Hterary

world in 1758, by a poetical tranflation of Pope's Eloifa to

Abelard ; in which he has retained the warmth of the original,

with the richnefs of its images. His tragedies of Aftarbe and
Califto, the fine performed in 1758, and the other in 1760,
were not fo fuccefsful. The complexion of them 13 indeed
ibrrowful and even gloomy, but neyer tragical. The Temple of

Gnidos, and two of the Nights of Young, put into french

yerfe, the epiftle to M. Duhamel, the poem of Prometheus,
which appeared afterwards, afford many agreeable particulars,

and are in general verfifted in a foft and harmonious manner.
The epiflle to M. Duhamel, which is replete with rural de-

fcriptions and fentiments of beneficence, has been ranked by
many of its enthufiaftic admirers with the belt epiftles of Boi-
leau. Thefe feveral performances excited the attention of the

french academy towards the author, who ele£led him a mem-
ber at the beginning of 1776; but he was denied the power of

pronouncing his inaugural 'difcourfe. He was fnatched away
by death, in the flower of his age, the 7th of April in the fame
year. This poet, who lias fo well defcvibed the charrrjs cf

nature in his poems, and who even underftood the ^rt of drav/-

ing, yet in all the variety of colours faw only white and black,

and only the different combinations of light and (liade. This
fingular organization, however, did not weakei; the charms of

his imagination. His works were collected in two vols. 8vo.

Paris 1779. Among thefe is a comedy intituled : Les perifi-

dies a la mode, in which are forne agreeable verfes, two or

three characters well enough drawn, but not a fmgle fpark of

the vis comica.

COLBERT (John Baptist), marquis of Segnelai, one pf
the greateft ftatefmen that France ever had, was born at Parl§

in 16 19, and defcended from a family that lived at Rheims iri

Champaigne, no way confiderable for its fplendour and antiquity.

His grandfather is faid to have been a wine-merchant, and hi^

father at firfl: followed the fame occupation ; but afterwards

traded in cloth, and at la(l in filk. Our Colbert v/as indrutfled

in the arts of merchandize, and afterwards became clerk to ^
notary. In 1648 his relation John Baptill Colbert, lord of

S. Pouange, preferred him to the fervice of Michael le Tellier,

Secretary of ftate, whofe filler he had married ; and here he
difcovered fuch diligence and exadlnefs In executing all the

cpminilTions that were entryfted to his care, that he quickly

1 3 grew
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grew dlftinguiflied. One day his mafter fent him to cardinal

Mazarine, who was then at Sedan, with a letter written by the

queen mother •, and ordered him to bring it back after that mi-
nifter had feen it. Colbert carried the letter, and would not

return without it, though the cardinal treated him roughly? ufed

feveral arts to deceive him, and obliged him to wait for it feve-

ral days. Some time after, the cardinal, returning to court,

and wanting one to write his agenda or memoranda, defired le

Tellier to furnifli him with a fit perfon for that employment

;

^nd Colbert being prefented to him, the cardinal had fome re-,

membrance of him, and defired to know where he had feen

him. Colbert was afraid of putting him in mind of Sedan, left

the remembrance of his importunacy in demanding the queen's

letter Ihould renew the cardinal's anger. But his eminency was
fo far from dillikirg him for his faithfulnefs to his late mafter,

that he received him on condition that he fhould ferve him
with the like zeal and fidelity.

Colbert applied himfelf wholly to the advancement of his

mafter's interefts, and gave him fo many marks of his diligence

and ficill that afterwards he made him his intendant. He ac-

commodated himfelf fo dextroufly to the inclinations of that I

minifter, by retrenching his fuperfluous expences, that he was
entrufled with the management of that gainful trade of felling

benefices and governments. It was by Colbert's counfel that

the cardinal obligeH the governors of frontier places to main-

tain their garrifons with the contributions -ihey exacted j with

ivhich advice his eminency was extremely pleafed. He was
fent to Rome, to negotiate the reconciliation of cardinal de Retz,

for which the pope had fliewed fome concern •, and to perfuads

his holinefs to confent to the difincamerating of Caftro, accord-

ing to the treaty concluded with his predcceiTor Urban VIII.

Upon the whole, Mazarine had fo high an opinion of Colbert's

abilities, and withal fuch a regard for his faithful fervices, that

at his death, which happened in i66i, he earneftly recom-
mended him to Louis XIV. as the mofl proper perfon to regur

late the finances, which at that time flood in much need of re-?

formation. Louis accepted the recommendation, and made
Colbert intendant of the finances. He applied himfelf to their

regulation, and fucceeded : though it procured him many ene-

mies, and forne affronts. France is alfo obliged to this minifler

for eftablifhing at that time her trade with the Eafl and Weft
Indies : a great defign, and from which Ihe has reaped innu-

merable advantages.

In 1664 he became fuper intendant of the buildings ; and from
that time applied himfelf fo earneftly to the enlarging and
adorning of the royal edifices, that they are at prefent fo many
wafter-pieces of architetlure ; witnefs the paljicp of the Tuii-

leries*
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lerles, the Louvre, St. Germain, Fontalnbleau, and Chombord.

As for Verfailles, it may be foid, that he raifed it from the

ground. It was formerly a dog-kennel, whc-re Louis XHL
kept his hunting equipage : it is now a palace fit for the great-

eft monarch. Uut royal palaces were not Colbert's only care :

he formed feveral defigns for increafing the beauty and conve-

nience of the capital city ; and he did it with great magnifi-

cence and grandeur. The pubhc was obliged to this fame

minifter for the eftabliiliment of the academy for painting and

fculpture in 1664. The king's painters and fculptors, with

other Ikiiful profejTors of thole arts, being profecuted at law

by the mafler-painters at Paris, joined together, and began to

form a focicty, under the name of the Royal Academy for

Sculpture and Painting. Their defign was to hold public exer-

cifes, for the fake of improving thofe fine arts, and advancing

them to the higheft degree of perfeclion. They put themfelves

under the protedion of Mazarine, and chofe chancellor Seguier

fheir vice-prote£lor j and after Mazarine's death chofe Seguier

their protedor, and Colbert their vice-protedor. It was at

hi« felicitation ihat they were finally eftabliflied by a patent,

containing new privileges, in 1664. Colbert, being made pro-

tedor after the death of Seguier, thought fit that an hiftorio-

grapher fliould be appointed, whofe bufinefs it fliould be to col-

Jed all curious and ufeiwl obfervations that fliould be made
at their conferences. This was accordingly donej and his ma-
jefty v/as pleafed to fettle on him a fahiry of 300 livrcs. To
Colbert alio the lovers of naval knowledge are obliged, for the

ercdion of the Academy of Sciences ; for the making of which

the more ufeful, he caufed to be ereded, in 1667, the royal

obfervatory at Paris, which was firft inhabited by Caffini. But

ihefe are not the only obligations that France has to that mini-

fler : flie owes to him all the advantages (lie receives by the union

of the two fcas-j a prodigious work, begun In 1666, and finifhed

in 1680. Colbert was alfo very intent upon matters of a more
private nature, fuch as regarded the order, decency, and well-

being of fociety. He undertook to reform the courts of juftice,

and to put a ftop to the ufurpation of noble titles ; which it feems

was then very common in France. In the former of thpfe at-

tempts he failed, in the latter he fucceeded.

In 1669 he was made fecvetary of ftate, and entrufted with

the 'management of affairs relating to the fea : and his per-

fprmanees in. this province were anfwerable to the confidence

his majeftyrcpofed in hi^. He fupprelfed fcveral offices, which
were chargeable, buj; ufelefs : and in the mean time, perceiving

the king's zeal for the extirpation of herefy, he fhut up the

chamber inftituted by the edids of Paris and Roan. He pror

pofed fcveral nev/ regulations concerning criminal courts j an(J

1
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was extremely fevere with the parliament of Tholoufe, for ob-

ftru£ling the ineafures he took to carry the fame into exe-

jcution. His main defign in reforming the tedious methods of

proceeding at law, was to give the people more leifure to apply

themfelves to trading : for the advancement of which he pro-

cured an edidt, to ere£l a general infurance-office at Paris, for

merchants, Sic. In 1672 he was made minifter of (late: for

how bufied foever he was in the regulation of public affairs,

yet he never negledled his own or his family's intereft and
grandeur, or mifled any opportunity of advancing either. He
had been married many years, had fons and daughters grown
up ; all of which, as occafion ferved, he took care to marry to

great perfons. For though he had no reafon to doubt of his

mafter's favour, yet he wifely fecured his fortune by pov/erful

alliances. However, bufinefs was certainly Colbert's natural

turn ; and he not only loved it, but was very impatient

of interruption In it, as the following anecdote may ferve to

fliew. A lady of great quality was one day urging him, when
he was in the height of his power, to do her fome piece of

fervice ; and perceiving him inattentive and inflexible, threw
herfelf at his feet, in the prefence of above 100 perfons, cry-

ing, " 1 beg your greatnefs, in the name of God, to grant me
this favour !" Upon which, Colbert, kneeling down over againft

her, replied, in the fame mournful tone, " I conjure you, madam,
in the name of God, not to diflurb me I"

This great minifter died of the ftone, Sept. 6, 1683, in his

65th year ; leaving behind him fix fons and three daughters.

He was of a middle ftature, rather lean than fat. His mien
was low and deje£led, his air gloomy, and his afpe£l ftern. .

He flept little, and was very fobe'-. Though naturally four and
morofe, he knew how to a£l the lover, and had miftrefles.

He was of a flow conception, but fpoke judicioufly of every

thing after he had once comprehended it. He underftood bu-
finefs perfedlly well, and he purfued it with unwearied appli-

cation. Thus he filled the moft important places with high re-

putation and credit ; and his influence diffufed itfelf through

every part of the government. He reftored the finances, the ,,

navy, the commerce of France ; and he ere£led thofe variou^^
works of art, which have ever fince been monuments of 'Ms

tafte and magnificence. He was a lover of learning, though
he never applied to it himfelf; and therefore conferred dona-

tions and penfions upon fcholars in other countries, while he
eilablilhed and protedled academies in his own. He invited in-

to France painters, flatuaries, mathematicians, and artifts of all

kinds^ who were any way eminent : thus giving new life to the

fciences, and making them flourifh, as they did, exceedingly.

Upon the whole, he was a wife, active, generous-fpirited mini-

2 fter;
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fter; ever attentive to the Interefls of his maftffr, the hnppinefs

of the people, the pvogvefs of arts and nianufadl:ures, nnd in

(hort, to every thuig that could advance the credit and in-

tereft of his country. He was a pattern for all niiniihTS of

ftate; and every nation may wifh themfeJves blellcd v.dth a

Colbert.

COLBERT (John Baptist), rnarquis of Torcy, fo'n of the

foregoing, was born the 19th of September 1665. Being fciit

early in life to feveral foreign courts, he was defervedly ap-

pointed fecretary of ftate for the foreign department in 1686,

direflor-general of the pofis in 1699, and counfellor to the re-

gency during the minority of Louis XV. All which feveral offices

he filled with great diftindion. His embaffies to Portugal, to

Pcnmark, and to England, put him upon a level with the molt
able negotiators. He died at Paris the 2d of September 1746,
at the age of 81, an honorary member of the academ.y of

fciences. He had married a daughter of the minilter of flate

Arnauld de Pomponne, by whom he had feveral children. Ten
years after his death, in 1756, were publiihed his memoirs of
the negotiations from the treaty of Ryfwic to the peace of
Utrecht, 3 vols. i2mo. divided into 4 parts. The iirlt is af-

figned to the negotiations for the fpanifli fucccffion ; the fecond.

to the negotiations with Holland ; the third to thofc carried on
with England, and the fourth to the affairs concerning the

treaty of L^trecht. Thefe memoirs, fays the author of the

Age of Louis XIV. confift of particulars interefting only to thofc

who are defirous of gaining a thorough knowledge of this bufi-

nefs. They are written with greater purity than any of the

memoirs of his predeceflbrs : they are flrongly marked v/ith the
tafte that prevailed in the court of Louis XIV. Bui: their great-

eft value arifes from the fincerity of the author ; whofe pen is

always guided by truth and moderation. Torcy has been juftly

chara6lerifcd as profoundly wife in all great affairs, fertile in

refources in times of difficulty, always mafter of himfelf amid
the allurements of good fortune, and under the preffures of
bad. Though of a ferious difpofition, yet in company he could
be agreeably gay, efpecially whenever he chofe to give way to
a vein of fine and delicate plenfantry which was peculiar to him,
Kis temper, always even, was neither ruffled nor clouded by
the moft arduous circumftances. To this rare quality he ydded
thofe of a good hufoand, a tender father, and a humane and
gentle mafter-

COLE (WILLIA:^I), was the fon of a clergyman, and born at
Adderbury in Oxfordfliire about 1626. Aft'er he had been well
^nftrudled in grammar-learning snd the claffics, he was entered,
in 1642, of Mejton college in Oxford. Li 1650 he took a de-
gree in arts j after which h<? left' the u^iiverfity, aiid retired to

Putney
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Patney near L»ndon ; -where he lived fevcral years, and became
the moft famous llmpler or botanift of his time. In 1656 he
publiflied " The art of fimpling, or an introduc^iorj to the know-
ledge of gathering plants, whei'ein the definitions, divifions,

places> defcriptions, and the hke, are compendioully difcourfed

of i" with which was alfo printed " Perfpicilluin microcofmo-
Jogicun?, or, A profpetlive for the difcovery of the lefier world,

wherein man is a compendium, &c." And in 1657 he pub-
Jiihed " Adam in Eden, or Nature's paradife : wherein is con-

tained the hiltory of plants, herbs, flowers, with their feveral

original names."' At length, upon the reiloration of Charles II.

in 1660, he was made fecretary to Uuppa, biOiop of WincheC-
ter y in whofe fervice he died in 1662.

COLES (Elisha), author of a well-known dictionary, was
born in Northamptonfhiie about 1640; and in 1658 was en-

tered of Magdalen college in Oxford. He left it without

taking a degree ; and going to London, taught latin there to

young people, and enghlh to foreigners, about 1663. After-

wards he became one of the ufliers of Merchant-Taylors' fchool
.;

biit being there guilty of a very great fault, which is not any

where exprefsly nientioned, he was forced to withdraw into Ire-

land, whence he never returned. He was a curious and cri-

tical perfon in the englifli and latin tongues, did much good in

his profeilion, and wrote feveral ufeful and neceflary books

for the inftrudtion of beginners •, the titles of which are

mentioned in a note below [y].

COLET (13r. John), a learned englifli divine, was born iu

the parifli of St. Antholin, London, in 1466, and was the eldeft

fon of fir Henry Colet, knt. tvi'ice lord-mayor, who had, befides

Jiim, 21 children. In 1483 he was fcnt to Magdalen college

in Oxford, wliere he (pent feven years in the fludy of logic

[v] I. The complete enclifli fchool- all things neceffnry for the iranfiating of

pi-j('ter, in 1674 2- T'le neweft, plain- eiiher language into tlie other. To
eft, and fhor:efb Short- hand, the fame which end, many things that were crro-

yc.ir. 3. Nolens volens ; or, you fl>all neous are retftifitd, many fuperCuities re-

piake latin whether you will or no, con- trenched, .ind very many defefts fupplied,

taining the plaintildireClions for that pur- elpecially in the englilh-latin part, in

pofe, in 1675; to which is added, J^. 1677,410. It was reprinted in bvo, and

The youth's vifible bible, be;ng an alpha- has undergone more than 12 editions,

betical coUedioix l;-oin the whole bible, of 7. The molt natural and eafy method of

fuch general heads as weie judged moft learning latin, by comparing it with the

capable of hieroglyphics ; illuftrated with englifh : together with the whole hiftory of

S4 copper-plates, &c. 5. An engliih fcripture-war, or the facved art military,

didiooiry, explaining all the hard words in 1677. S. The harmony of the four

»nd terms ufed in arts and i'ciences ; with pvangelifts, jn a theatrical paraphrafe on

ar> ftymological derivation of fuch terms the hiftory of our lord jefus C'hrilt, in

from their proper fountains, whether he- 1679. 9. The young fcholar's beft com-
brew, gieek, laiin, or french, orany other panion : or guide frc^i the AB^ to the

language, in 1676. 6. An englilh-latin, latin jraram^r.

s^i lii'iD-CDgViSa, didtionary ; contajniiig
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aiu\ pKUoropLy, and took the degrees in nrts. He wns perFeaiy

acqmunted with Cicero's works, and no llranger to Phuo and

Plotinus, whom he read together, to the end that they might

iUulh-ate each other's meaning. He was forced however to read

them only in their latin tranQations ; for at fchooJ he had no

opportunity of learning the greek, nor at the muverlity ;
that

language being then not only not taught, but thouglu unnecef-

fary and even difcouraged. Hence the proverb, « Cave a

Grxcis, ne fias h;ereticus," that is, « Beware of Greek, left you

become an heretic-," and it is well known, that ^vhen Linacer,

Grocin, and others, afterwards profelTed to teach it at Oxford,

they were oppofed by a fet of men who called themfelves Iro-

ians. Colet wasalfo well fkillcd in mathematics -,
fo that having

thus laid a good foundation of learning at home, he travelled

abroad for farther improvement ; firft to France, and then to

Italy ; and feems to have continued in thofe two countries from

140^ to 1.197. But before his departure, and mdeed when he

was of but two years ftanding in the univerfity, he was mlh-

tuted to the reaory of Denington in Suffolk, to which he was

nrefented by a relation of his mother, and which he helci to the

day of his death. This praclice of taking livings, while thus

under age, has generally prevailed in the church of Rome -, and

Colet, being then an acolythe, which is one of their feven or-

ders, was qualified for it.
^

Being arrived at Paris, he foon became acquainted wit.i tae

learned there, with the celebrated Budsus in particular ;
and

was afterwards recommended to Erafmus. In Italy, he contracted

a frlendfliip with feveral eminent perfons, efpecially with ins

own countrymen Grocin, Linacer, Lily, and Latymerj who

were learning the greek tongue, then but little knov/n m ii,ng-

)and, under thofe great mafters Demetrius, Angelus Pohtianus,

Hcrmolaus Barbarus, and Pomponius Sabinus. He toolc tais

opportunity of irpproving hlmfelf in this language •, and having

aevoted himfelf to divinity, he read, while abroad, the belt ot

the antient fathers, particularly Origen, Cyprian, Ambroie, and

"ferome. He looked fometimcs alfo into Scotus and Aquinas,

lludled the civil and canon law, made himfelf acquainted with

the hillory and conftitution of church and ftate ;
and for the

fake of giving a polini to all this, did not negled to read the

engllfh poets, and other authors of the belles lettres. p^^'^g

his abfence from England, he was made a prebendary of York,

and inftalled by proxy upon March 5, 1494- Upon his re-

turn in 1497, he was ordaiped deacon in December, and prielt

in July following. He had indeed, before he entered into orders,

great temptations, from his natural difpofition, _to lay ahde

ftudv, and give himfelf up to gaiety; for he was rather lux-

VpoiiHy Inclined j but he curbed his paflions, anti after flaying
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a few months with his father and mpthcr at London, retired

to Oxford.

Here he read puhllc leclures on St. Paul's eplflles, without

ftlpend or reward ; which, bting a new thing, drew a vail

crowd of hearers, who admired him greatly. And her? began

his memorable friendOiip with Erafmus, who came to Oxford

in I497j which remained unfhaken and inviolable to the day

of their deaths. He continued thefe leclures tluee years ; and

in 1 50 1 was admitted to proceed in divinity, or to the reading of

the fentences. In 150+ he commenced D. D. and in May
1505 was inflltuted toa prebend in St. Paul's, London. The
fame year and month he was made dean of that church, with-

out the leaft application of his own ; and being ralfed to this

high flation, he began to reform the decayed difcipline of his

cathedral. He brought in a new pradicc of preaching himfelf

upon Sundays and great felHvals, aj'.d called to his aHiftance

other learned perfons, fuch as Grocin and Sowle, whom he ap-

pointed to read divinity-lc£iures. Thefe ledures raifed in the

nation a fpirit of enquiry after the holy fcriptures, which had

long been laid afide for the fchool divinity 5 and fo might be

faid to prepare a way for the Reformation, which foon af^er en-

fued. We cannot but think that Coiet was in fome ipeafure

jnftrumental towards it, though he did not live to fee it effetfl.-

ed ; for he exprefled a great contempt of religious houfes, ex-

pofed the abufes that prevailed in them, and fet forth the dan-

ger of impofing celibacy on the clergy. This way of thinking,

together with his free and public manner of communicating

his thoughts, which were then looked upon as impious and

heretical, made him obnoxious to the clei-gy, and expofed him

to a perfecution from the hi (hop of London ; wlio, being a rigid

and bigoted man, could not bear to have the corruptions in his

church fpokcn againft, and therefore accufed him to archbifhop

Warham as a dangerous man, preferring at the fame time

fome articles again It him. But Warham, well knowing the

worth and integrity of Colet, dlfmifled him, without giving him

the trouble of puttiiig in any formal anfw^r. The bifhop,

however, not fatisfied with that fruitlefs attempt, endeavoured

afterwards to flir up the king and the court againft him ; nay,

we arc told in bifnop Latymer's fermons, that he was not only

in trouble, but fiiould have been burnt, if God had not turned

ihe king's heart to the contrary.

'ilicfc troubles and precautions made him weary of the

world, (o that he began to think of difpofrng of his effects, and

of retiring. Having therefore a very plentiful eftate without

any near'^relatlons ^(for, numerous as his brethren were, they

were all dead a.nd burled), he refolved, in the midft of U.f? and

health, to confecrate the whole property of it tQ fome ftanding

mi
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fend p^rpet'aal benefaQIon. And this he perfotrwed, by found-

ing St. Paul's fchool ill London, of which he appointed William

LiHy firil mailer in 1512. He ordained, that there fliould be

ill this fcliool an high mailer, a furmailer, and a chaplain, who
ihould teach gratis i 53 children divided into eigiit dalles ; a;:d

he endowed it witii lands and houfes, amounting then to .'22i.

4s. 7|d. per annum, of which endowment he made the com-
pany of mercers trultees. To further his fchcme of retiring,

he built a convenient and liandfome houfe near Richmond pa-

lace in Surry, to which lie intended to betake himfelf; but

death prevented him : for having been feizcd by the fweating

fjcknefs twice, and relapfing into It a third time, a confumption

feized him, which carried him off, September 16, 1519, in his

53d year. He was buried in St. Paul's choir, v/ith an humble
monument prepared for him feveral years before, and only in-

fcribed with his bare name. Afterwards a nobler was creeled

to his honour by the company of mercers, which was deflroyed

with the cathedral in 1666 ; but the reprefentation of it is pre-

ferved in fir William Dugdale's " Hiftory of St. Paul's [z],*'

and in Knight's life of the dean. On the two fides of the bull

was this infcription: '' Jolui Cclet, dov^lcr of divinity, dean of

Pauls, and the only founder of Pauls-fehool, departed this life,

anno 15 19, the fon of fir Henry Colet, knt. twife mayor of the

• cyty of London, and free of the company and miftery of mer-

cers." Lower, there were other infcriptions in latin. About
1680, when the church was taking down, in order to be re-

built, his leaden coffin was found inclofed in the wall, about two
feet and a half above the floor. At the top of it was a leaden

plate faftened, whereon was engraved tlie dean's name, his dig-

nity, his benefa6lion?, &c. Befides his dignities and prefer-

ments already mentioned, he was reftor of tl.c fraternity or

gild of Jefus in St. Paul's church, for which he procured nevir

liatutes ; chaplain and preacher in ordinary to Henry VIII ',

and, if Erafmus is not miitaken, one of the privy-council.

He wrote feveral things ; and thofe which he publilhed him-
felf, or which have been publilhed fince his death, are as fol-

low : I. Oratio habita a dotlore Johanna Colct, decano fandli

Pauli, ad clcrum in convocatione, anno 151 1. This being

hardly to be met with, except in the Bodleian library at Ox-
ford, among archbiO)op Laud's MSS. is reprinted by Knight

in his appendix to the lire of Colct ; v.'here alio is reprinted an

old engnih tranflation of it, fuppofed to have been done by the

author himfelf. 2. Rudin:enta grammaticcs a Joanne Ccleto,

[z] The fke'€ton p.irt of thi"! fine old th- care of Mr. G^uM, the deputy fur-

iroimmejit was di '.covered in the year J :8a veygr .-.rid principal verier,

w 'je ddl cxiiliiig
i
and was pLiccJ uajsr

decano
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ilecano ecclefiae fancli Pauli Londin, in ufum fcholae ab rpfo

inflitutsc ; commonly called " Paul's Accidence, 1539," 8vo.

^. The conllrudlion of the eight parts of fpeech, intituled, Ab-
folutiffimus de o£lo orationis partiuiTi conflru^tione libellus :'*

which, with fome alterations and great additions, makes up
the fyntax in Lily's grammar, Antwerp, 1530, 8vo. 4.

33aily devotions : or, the chriilian's morning and evening fa-

crifice. This is faid not to be all of his compofition. 5.

Monition to a godly life. 1534, 1563, &c. 6. Epiftola: ad

Erafmum. Many of them are printed among Erafmus's epif-

tles, and fome at the end of Knight's life of Colet. There
are ftlU remaining in MS. others of his pieces, of which tlie

curious and inquifitive may fee an account in his life by Knight.

It is probable that he had no intention of publifhing any thing

himfelf ; for he had an inaccuracy and incorre<Slnefs in his

•way of writing, which was likely to expofe him to the cenfures

of critics ; and befides, was no perfedl mailer of the greek

tongue, without which he thought a man was nothing. The
pieces above mentioned were found after his death in a very

obfcure corner of his ftudy, as if he had defigned they fliould

lie buried in oblivion -, and were written in fuch a manner
as if intended to be underllood by nobody but himfelf. With
regard to fermons, he wrote but few ; for he generally preached

without notes.

The defcriptions which are given of his perfon and character

are much to his advantage. He was a tall, comely, graceful,

well-bred man ; and of learning and piety uncommon. In his

wriiiiigs his (lyle was plain and unalledled ; and for rhetoric

he had rather a contempt, than a want of it. He could not

bear tliat the fiandard of good writing ihould be taken from

the exa£l rules of grammar ; which, he often faid, was apt to

obdruct a purity of language, not to be obtained but by read-

ing the beft authors. This contempt of grammar, though

making him fometimes inaccurate, and, as we have obferved,

laying him open to the critics, did not hinder liim Irom attain-

ing a very mallevly ftyle ; fo that his preaching, though popular,

and adapted to mean capacities, was agreeable to men of wit

and learning, and in particular was much admired by fir Tho-
mas More. With regard to fome of his notions, he was an

eminent forerunner of the Reformation ; and he and Erafmus
jointly promoted it, not only by pulling down tliofe ftrong

holds of ignorance and corruption, the fcholaftic divinity, and
entirely routing both the Scotilh and Thomifls, who had di-

vided tlie chriltian world between them, but alfo by difcover-

ing the fhameful abufes of monafteries, and the folly and dan-

ger of impcfing celibacy upon the clergy •, to whicli places he

gave little or nothing -while he lived, and left not a farthing fo

thena
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tlienl when he died. Colct thought fimple fornication in ^
prieft mor^ excufiible than pride and avarice -, and was with
no fort of men more angry than with thofe bifliops who, in-

ftead of fhepherds, acted the part of wolves. He thought none
more execrable than they, becaufe, under the pretence of de-

votions," Ceremonies, benedictions, and indulgences, they re-

commended themfelvcs to the veneration of the people, while,

in their hearts, tliey were flaves to filthy lucre. He condemn-
ed auricular confelhon ; and wa.i content to fny mafs only upon
Sundays and great felHvals, or at leaO: upon very few days be-

fides. He had gathered up feveral authorities from the antient

fathers againft the current tenets and cuftoms of the church;
and though he did not care to fly in the face of the governors,

yet he fhewed a particular kindnefs and favour to thofe who
diihked the way of worfliiping images. As to his moral quali-

ties, he was a man of exemplary temperance, and all other vir-

tues : and fo he is reprefented by his intimate friend Erafmus,
in an epiftle to Jodocus Jonas, where the life, manners, and
qualifications of Colet are profeffedly defcribed.

COLIGNI (Gaspard de), the fecond of the name, of an
antient family, admiral of France, was born the i6th of Fe-
bruary 1 516, at Chatillon-fur-Loing. He bore arms from his

very infancy. He fignalized himfelf under Francis I. at the

battle of Cerifoles, and under Henry II. who made him colonel-

general of the french infantry, and afterwards admiral of
France, in 1552; favours which he obtained by tlie brilliant

a£lions he performed at the battle of Renti, by his zeal for

military difcipline, by his viftories over the Spaniards, and
efpecially by the defence of St. Quintin. The admiral threv
himfelf into that place, and exhibited prodigies of valour j but

the town being forced, he was made prifoner of war. After

the death of Henry II. he put himfelf ac the head of the calvi-

nifts agsiaft the Guifes, and formed fo powerful a party as to

threaten ruin to the romifh religion in France. We are told

fey a contemporary hiftorian, that the court had not a more for-

midable enemy, next to Conde, who had joined with him.
The latter was m.ore ambitious, more enterpriiing, more a£live.

Coligni was of a fedater temper, more cautious, and fitter to

be the leader of a party ; as unfortunate, indeed, in war as Con-
de, but often repairing by his ability what had feemed irrepa-

rable 5 more dangerous after a defeat, than his enemies after

a victory ; and moreover adorned with as many virtues, as fuch
tempeftuous tipes and the fpirit of party would allow. He
feemed to fet no value on his life. Being wounded, and his

friends lamenting around him, he faid to them with incredible

conitancy, " The bufmefs we follow fliould make us as fami-
liar whh death a^ v/ith life." The firit fct battle that happen-

ed
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ed between the huguenots and the catholics, wa3 that of l3reii«,

in 1562. The admiral fought bravely, loft it, and faved the

arnny. The duke ot Guife having been murdered by treachery,

a (hort time aftervi^ards, at the (lege of Orleans, he was accufed

of having connived at this bafe aflaflination ; but he cleared

himfelf of the charge by oath. The civil wars ceafed for fome
time, but only to recommence with gi-cater fury in 1567. Go-
ligni and Conde fought the battle of St. Denys againtl the con-

ftable of Montmorenci. This indecifive day was followed by

that of Jarnac, in [569, fatal to the calvinifls. Conde having

been killed in a (liocking manner, Coligni had to fuilain the

whole weight of the party. He alone fupported that unhappy

caufe, and was again defeated at the affair of Montcontour, in

PoitoUj without fufferlng his courage to be fliaken for a mo-
ment. An advantageous peace feemed fhortly after to termi-

nate thefe bloody conflifts, in i^'fi. Coligni appeared at

court, where he was loaded with carefles, in common with all

the reft of his party. Charles IX. ordered him to be paid .1

hundred thoufand francs as a reparation of the lolTes he had

fuftained, and reftored to him his place in the council. On
all hands he was exhorted to diftruft tliefe perfidious carefles. A
t;.iptain of the calvinifts, who was retiring into the country, came
to take leave of him: Coligni afkedhim the reafon of fo fudden a.

retreat : " It is, faid the foldier, becaufe they fhew us too many
kindnelfes here: I had rather efcape with the fools, than perifli

with fuch ?.o are over-wife." A horrid confpiracy foon broke

out. One Friday the admiral coining to the Louvre, was fired at

by a mufquet from a window, and dungeroufly wounded in the

right hand and in the left arm. Maurevert had been employed

to afiafiinate Coligni, at the inftance of the duke de Guife, who
had propofed the fcheme to Charles IX : it was this wretch

who ;hot at him froin a houfe belonging to the convent of St.

Germain-l'Auxerrois, where he was concealed. 1 he king of

Navarre and the prince of Conde complained of this villainous

act. Charles IX. trained to the arts of diflimulation by his

mother, pretended to be extremely afHidTted at the event, order-

ed ftric't enquiry to be n)ade after the author of it, and called

Coligni by the tender name of father. This was at the very

time when he was meditating the approaching maflacre of the

rroteftants. The carnage began, as is well known, the 24th

of Auguft, St. Bartholomew's day, J57~. Tlie duke de Guife,

under a ftrong efcort, marched to the houfe of the admiral.

A crew of ailafiins, headed by a certain Befme, a domeftic of

the houfe of Guife, entered fuord in hand, and found him
fitting in an elbow-chair. *' Young man, faid he to their lead-

er in a calm and tranquil m.anner, thou fliouldeft have refpecled

ray grey liairs : but, do what thou wilt; j thou canft only fliorten

my
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my life b)' a (e\v days." This mifcreant, after having flabbed

him in I'everal places, threw him out at the window into the

court-yard of the houfe, where the duke of Guife ftood wait-

ing. Coligni fell at the feet of his bafe and implacable enemy,
and faid, according to fome writers, as he was juft expiring

:

** If at lead I had died by the hand of a gentleman, and
not by that of a turnfpit !" Befme, having trampled on the

corpfe, faid to his companions :
" A good beginning ! let us

go and continue our work !" His body was expofed for three

days to the fury of the populace, and then hung up by the feet

on the gallows of Montfiucon. Montmorenci, his coufin,

had it taken down, in order to bury it fecretly in the chapel

of the chateau de Chantilli. An ItaUan, having cut ofF the

head of the admiral, carried it to Catherine de Medicis; and
this princefs caufed it to be embalmed, and fent it to Rome.
Coligni was in the habit of keeping a journal, which, after his

death, was put into the hands of Charles^ IX. In this was re-

marked a piece of advice which he gave that prince, to take care

of what he did in afligning the apanage, left by lb doing he left

them too great an authority. Catherine caufed this article to

be read before the duke of Alen9on, whom fhe knew to be

afflicled at the death of the admiral :
" There is your good

friend !" faid Ihe •,
" obferve the advice he gives the king !"—

" i cannot fay," returned the duke, " whether he was very fond

of me ; but I know that fuch advice could have been given only

by a man of Uriel fidelity to his majefty, and zealous for the

good of his country." Charles IX. thought this journal worth
being printed ; but the marfhal de Retz prevailed on him to

throw it Into the fire. We fhall conclude this article with the

parallel drawn by the abbe de Mabli of the admiral de Colign;,

and of Francois de Lorraine due de Guife. " Coligni was the

greateft general of his time; a3 courageous as the duke of Guife,

but lefs impetuous, becaufe he had always been lefs fuccefsful.

He was fitter for forming grand proje6ts, and more prudent in

the particulars of their execution. Guife, by a more brilliant

courage, which aftonlfhed his enemies, reduced conjundlures

to the province of his genius, and thus rendered himfelf in

fome fort mailer of them. Coligni obeyed them, but like a

commander fuperlor to them. In the fame circumftances or-

dinary men would have obferved only courage in the condu£t
of the one, and ortly prudence In that of the other, though both
of them had thefe two qualities, but varloufly fubordinated.

Guife, more fuccefsful, had fewer opportunities for difplaying

the rcfources of his genius : his dextrous ambition, and, like

that of Pompey, apparently founded on the very interefts of
the princes it was endeavouring to ruin, while it pretended to

Vol. IV. K fervft
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terve them, v/as fupported on the authority of his name till >t

had acquired ilrength enough to fland by illelf. Coligni, lefs

criminal, though he appeared to be more I'o, openly, like Caefar,

declared war upon his prince and the whole kingdom of France.

Guife had the art of conquering and of profiting by the viclory.

Coligni loll four battles, and was always the terror of his vic-

tors, whom he feemed to have vanquiQied. It is not eafy to

fay what the former would have been in the difafters that be-

fell Coligni ; but we may boldly conjecture that the latter

would have appeared (till greater, if fortune had favoured him
as much. He was feen cai-ried in a litter, and we may add in

the very jaws of death, to order and condu£l the longell and

moft difficult marches, traverfuig France in the midft of his

enemies, rendering by his counfels the youthful courage of the

prince of Na\'arre more formidable, and training him to thole

^reat qualities which were to make him a good king, generous,

popular, and capable of managing the afl'airs of Europe, after

having made him a hero, fugacious, terrible, and clement in the

condu(£l of war. The good underllanding he kept up between

the French and the Germans of his army, whom the interefts of

religion alone were inefTedual to unite ; the prudence with

which he contrived to draw fuccours from England, where all

was not quiet j his art in giving a fpur to the tardlnefs of the

princes of Germany, who, not having fo much genius as him-

felf, were more apt to defpair of faving the proteilants of France,

and deferred to fend auxiliaries, who were no longer haitened

in their march by the expedlation of plunder in a country al-

ready ravaged, are mailer -pieces of his policy. Coligni vv-as an

honeil man. Guife wore the malk of a greater number of vir-

tues ; but all were Infedted by his ambition. Fie had all the

Ajualiiles that win the heart ef the multitude. Coligni, more
colleiled in himfelf, was more efleemed by his enemies, and

refpe£led by his own people. He was a lover of order and of

his country. Ambition might bear him up, but it never firil

let him in motion. Hearty alike in the caufe of calvinifm a^nd

of his country, he was never able, by too great auflerity, to

make his doflrine tally with the duties of a fubjecT:. With
the qualities of a hero, he was endov/ed with a gentle foul.

Had he been lefs of the great man, he would have been a fa-

natic ; he was an apoftle and a zealot. We have no need

to quote his life by Gatien de Courtilz, 1686, i2mo. there is

one more exa£l and better written in the Ilommes illuflres de

France.

COLIGNI (Henrietta), countefs de la Suze, famous for

her poetry, which has been printed with the works of Pellifon

aiid others in 1695, and 1725 in 2 volumes.i2mo. was the

daughtjr
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daughter of Gafpar de Collgni, marfhal of France, and colonel

general of infantry. She was very early married to Thomas
Hamilton a fcotcii lord, after whole death (he efpoufed the

count de la Suze of an illuftrious houfe in Champaigne. But
this fecond match proved unfortunate for her happinefs, and
Ihe underwent all the pains that attend a furious jealoufy,

from the count her huiband, wliofe feveritics towards her made
her ai)jure prote'tantifm, and profefs the catholic faith, which
occalioncd qaeen Chri'dina of Sweden to fay, "that flie had
changed her religion, that Ihe might not fee her huiband, nei-

ther in this world nor the next." Their antipathy at laft be-

came fo great that the countefs laid hold of, the laft remedy,
which was difannulling the marriage ; and to induce the count
to accede to it, {he offered 25,000 crowns, which he accepted,

and the parliament diflblved the marriage. She then gave her-

felf up to the lludy of poetry, and became much admired by
tlie geniufes of her time, who made her the fubje£l of their

eulogiums. Her fort lay in the elegiac itrain, and thofe works
of hers which have come down to us have a molt delicate

turn of fentiment. Her other works are fongs, madrigals, and
odes. The wits of her time gave her the majefty of Juno with
Minerva's wit and Venus's beauty in thefe verfes, which are at-

tributed to Bouhours

;

Quae dea fublimi vehitur per inania curru,

An Juno, an Pallas, an Venus ipfa venit ?

Si genus infpicias, Juno ; fi fcrlpta, Minerva;

Si fpe£les oculos, mater amoiis erit.

She died at Paris, March 10, 1673.
COLLAN GE (Gabriel de), born at Tours in Auvergne,

in 1524, was valet-de-chambre to Charles IK. Though a true

catholic, he was taken for a huguenot, and affalTmated as fuch

on the fatal day of St. Bartholomew in 1572. He tranflated

and augmented the polygraphy and the cabaliftic writing of
Trithemlus, Paris 1561, in 410. which a Frifon, named Domi-
nique de Houttinga, pubiifticd under his own name, without
inaking any mention either of '^f'richemius or of CoUange ; at

Embden, 1620, 4to. Collange had alfo fome fkill in the ma-
thematics and in cofmogruphy.

COLLE (Charles), fecretary and reader to the duke of Or-
leans, was born at Paris In 1709, and died in the fame city

Nov. 2, 1783, at the age of 75. in his charadler were united

a fingular difpofition to gaiety and an uncommon degree of fen-

fibility ; the death of a beloved wife accelerated his own.
Without atFedling the qualities of beneficence and humanity,
he was humane and beneficent. Having a propenfity to the

drama from his infancy, he cultivated it with fuccefs. Plis

Partie-de-Chaflc dc Henri IV. (from which our Miller of

K 2 Mansfield
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Mansfield is taken) excites the mod: lively emotions, from the

truth of his characters, and efpecially from the juilnefs of the

picture he has drawn of that good king. His comedy of Du-
puis and Defronals, in the manner of Terence, may perhaps be

deftitute of what is called the vis comica ; but it intereils every

beholder by the juflnefs of its fentiments, by its well fupported

characters, by its natural dialogue, in fliort by fcenes that melt

the audience into tears. Another comedy, intituled, Truth
in wine, or the Difalters of gallantry, is replete with brilliant

flrokes and humour. There are feveral more pieces of his, in

which he paints, with no lefs iivclinefs than truth, the manners

of his time •, but his pencil is frequently as licentious as thofe

manners. On being told that he did not fufficicntly drefs his

portraits. How, faid he, would you know a toothlefs old hag,

from a nymph of fifteen, if I gave to both the fame attitude and

fhape ,''—His talents at fong-writing, which procured him the

appellation of the Anacreon of the age, was not lefs confpicu-

o\is than his dramatic merits. He had all the requifites foi

fucceeding in this department : a great deal of natural v/It, a

happy turn in his verfification, and a harmonious cadence in

his couplets. A41 he wanted was a little more attention to

delicacy. His fong on the capture of Portmahon was the

means of procuring him a penfion from the court of 600 livres.

He was perhaps the tirit fongfter that obtained a fimilar favour.

He was one of the iall furvivors of that knot of free and jovial

beaux-eiprit9 who met under the name of the Caveau, and is in

as much honourable remembrance as the kit-kat club in London.

This affembly, fays a journalift, was of as much confequence

to literature as an academy. Colle frequently ufed to regret

thofe good old times, v/hen this conftellation of wits were

wont to meet together ; v^'hen, as he would fay, the men of

letters, free and indepeiulent, were neither the wretched par.^-

fites of a fat financier, nor the creeping (laves of a wealthy

lord, who generally defpifes them in his heart. The works of

this amiable writer are collected in 3 volumes i2mo. under the

title of Theatre de Societe. He was alfo of fervice to the

ftage by modernifing feveral old comedies that were got out of

date ; fuch as, the Liar of Corneiile, the Coquettifh Mother of

Quinault, the Andrian of Baron, ihe Will of the Wifp of Haut-

eroche, &c. Colle was a coufm of the poet Regirard, whom
he likewife refembled in his originality of genius.

COIXETET (Guillaume), one of the 40 of the french aca-

demy, was born at Paris in 1598, and died in the fame city Fe-

bruary 10, 1659, aged 61, leaving fcarcely enough to bury him.

Cardinal Richelieu appointed him one of the five authors whom
he felccted to write for the theatre. Colletet alone compofed

Cyminde, and had a part in the two comedies, the Blindman of

Smyrna,
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Smyrna, and the Tuillerles. Reading the monologue in this

latter piece to the cardinal, he was fo ilruck with fix bati lines

in it, that he made him a prefent of 600 livres ; faying at the

fame time, that this was only for the fix verfes, which he found

fo beautiful, that the king was not rich enough to recompenfe

him for the reft. However, to fhew his right as a patron, and

at the fame time his judgement as a connoifleur, he infilled on
the alteration of one word for another. Colletet refufed to

comply with his criticifm ; and, not content with defending hjs

verfe to the cardinal's face, on returning home li^ wrote to him
on the fubjedt. The cardinal had juit read his letter, when
fome courtiers came to compliment him on the fuccefs of the

king's arms, adding, that nothing could withftand his emi-

nence !
—" You are much mifhaken, anfwcred he fmiling j for

even at Paris I meet with perfons who withftand me." They
alked who thefe infolent perfons could be ? " It is Colletet,

replied he ; for, after having contended with me yefterday

about a word, he will not yet fubmit, as you may fee here by
this long letter he has been writing to me." This obftinacy,

however, did not fo far irritate the minifter, but that he con-

tinued to him his patronage. Colletet had other benefactors.

Harlay, archbifliop of Paris, gave him a hindfome reward for

his hymn on the immaculate conception ; by fending him an

Apollo of folid filver.—Colletet took for his fecond wife, Clau-

dine his maid fervant ; and, in order to juftify his choice, pub-
llihed occafionally pieces of poetry in her name ; but this little

artifice being prefently difcovered, both the fuppofititious Sap-
pho, and the infpirer of her lays, became the objects of conti-

nual fatire. This marriage, In addition to two fubfequent

ones, to the loiles lie fuffered in the civil wars, and to his turn

for diffipation, reduced him to the extreme of poverty. His
works appeared in 1653 in i2mo.
COLLIER (Jeremy), an eminent englifli divine, was born

at Stow Qui in Cambridgefhirc, Sept. 23, 1650. His father

Jeremy Collier was a divine, and confiderable linguift •, and
fome time mailer of the fi-ee-fchool at Ipfwich, in Suffolk. He
was educated under his father at Ipfwich, whence he was fent

to Cambridge, and admitted a poor fcholar of Caius college

under the tuition of John KUys, in April i6b9. He took the

degree of B. A. in 1673, and that of IvI. A. in 1676 ; being
ordained deacon the fame year by Gunning biftiop of £ly, and
prieft the year after by Compton bifliop of London. He of-

ficiated for fome time at the countefs dowager of Dorfet's at

Knowle in Kent, whence he removed to a fmall re£lory at

Ampton near St. Edmund's Bury in Suffolk, to which he was
prefented by James Calthorpe, efq. in 1679. After he had
held this benefice fix years, he rcfigned it, came to London in

K 3 1685.
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1685, and was fome little time after made leflurer of GrayV
inn. But the revolution coming on, the public exercife of his

fun£iion became impraiSlicable.

Collier however was of too a£tive a fpirlt to fit down con-

tentedly and fay nothing •, and therefore began the attack upon

the revolution : for his pamphlet is faid to have been the firft

written on that fide the queftion after the prince of Orange's

arrival, with a piece intituled, " The defertion difcufled in a

letter to a country gentleman, 1688," 4to. This was written

in anfwer to a pamphlet of Dr. Gilbert Burnet, afterwards

bilhop of Salifl^ury, called " Aii enquiry into the prefent ftate

of affairs, ^'c.'' wherein king James is treated as a deferter

from his crown •, and it gave fuch offence, that, after the go-

vernment was fettled, Collier was fcized and fent to Newgate,

where he continued a clofe prifoner for fome months, but was

at length difcharged without being brought to a trial. He af-

terwards publifhed the following pieces: i. A tranflation of

the C)\ihy loth, nth, and 12th books of Sleidan's commentaries,

1689, 4to. 2. Vindicix juris regii, or remarks upon a paper in-

tituled, An enquiry into the meafures of fubmiffion to the fu-

preme authority, 1689, 4^^- The author of this enquiry v/as

alfo Dr. Burnet. -:;. Animadverfions upon the modern ex-

planation of '2 Hen. VII. chap. i. or a king de facto, 1689, 4to.

4. A caution againfl inconfiftency, or the connexion between

praying and fwcaring, in relation to the civil powers, 1690,

4to. This difcourfe is a diffuafive from joining in public af-

femblies. 5. A dialogue concerning the times, between Philo-

belgus and Sempronius, 1690, 4to : to the right honourable thj^

lords, and to the gentlemen convened at Wellminfter, Otl.

1690. This is a petition for an enquiry into the birth of the

prince of Wales, and printed upon a half flieet. 6. Dr. Sher-

lock's cafe of allegiance confidered, with fome remarks upon

his vindication, 1691, 4to. 7. A brief eflay concerning the in-

tlependency of church power j 1692, 4to. The defign of this

effay is to prove the public afiemblies guilty of Ichiim, upon ac-

count of their being held under fuch bifiiops as had affumed, or

owned fuch as had affumed, the fees of thofe who were deprived

for not taking the oaths of the new government.

Thus did Collier, by fuch ways and means as were in his

•power, continue to oppofe with great vigour and fpirit the re-

volytion and all its abettors : and thus Ive became obnoxious to

the men in power, who only waited for an occafion to feize

him. That occafion at length came; for information, being

given to the earl of Nottingham, then fecrctary of ftate, that

' Collier, with one Newton, another nonjurlng clergyman, was

gone to Ronmey marfh, with a view of fending to, or receiv-

ing' intelligence frc,m .ihe other fide of the water, meffenge/s

were
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%\tre fent to appreliend them. They were brought to London,

r\nd, after a fhort examination by the earl, committed to the

<Jjte-houfe. i his was in the hitter end of 1692. They were

admitted to bail, and releafed ; but Collier making a icruple

of remaining upon bail, becaufe he conceived that carried in it

an acknowledgement of the juriididion of the court in which
the bail was taken, and confequently of the power from

whence the authority of the court was derived, furrendered in

difcharge of his bail before chief juilice Holt, and w^as com-
mitted to the king's-bench prifon. He was releafed again at

the intercefTion of friends, in a very few days ; but did not let

the afiair drop, without attempting to fupport his principles

and juftify his condud. For this purpol'e he wrote the fol-

lowing pieces, of which, it is find, there were only five copies

printed : 8. The cafe of giving bail to a pretended authority

examined, dated from the King's-bench, Nov. 23, 1692; with

a preface dated Dec. 1692 ; and, 9. A letter to fir John Holt,

dated Nov. 30, 1692 : and alio, 10. A reply to fome remarks

upon the cafe of giving bail, Sec. dated Aprili693.. He wrote

foon after this, 11. A perfuafive to confideration tendered to

the royalifts, particularly thofe of the church of England,

1693, 4to, It was afterwards reprinted in 8vo, together with

his vindication of it, againll a piece intituled " The layman's

apology." He wrote alfo, 12. Remarks upon the London
Gazette, relating to the Streights fleet, and the battle of Lan-
den in Flanders, 1693, 4^°'

We hear no more of Collier till 1696; and then w^e find

him a6ting a very extraordinary part, in regard to fir John
Friend and fir William Perkins, ^ho were convicted of being

concerned in the aflaflinaiion plot. The facl was this : Col-

lier, with Cook and Snatt, tw^o clergymen of his own way of

thinking, attended thofe unhappy perfons at the place of their

execution, upon April 3 ; where Collier folemnly abfolved

the former, as Cook did the latter^ and all three joined in the

impofition of hands upon them both. This, as might well

be expected, made a great noife,' and was looked upon as an
high infult on the civil and ecclefiaftical government ; for

which reafon there was a declaration, figned by the two arch-

bifliops and 1 2 of their fufFragans, in which they fignified their

abhorrence of this fcandalous and irregular, tins fchifmatic and
feditious proceeding. But ecclefiaftical cenfure was not all

they underwent : they were profecuted alfo in the fecular

courts, as enemies to the government. In confequence of this

Cook and Snatt were committed to Newgate, but afterwards re-

leafed without being brought to a trial ; but Collier having ftill

his old fcruple about putting in bail, and abfconding, was out-

lawed, and fo continued to the time of his death. H? did not

K 4 fail
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fail however to have recourfe to his pen, as ufual, in order to

juftify his condudi upon this occafion ; and therefore publiftied,

13. A defence of the abfolution given to fir William Perkins at

the place of execution ; with a farther vindication thereof, oc-

cafioned by a paper, intituled, A declaration of the fenfe of the

archbifhops and bifhops, &c. the lirft dated April q, 1696, the

other April 21, 1696 ; to which is added, " A poftfcript in re-

lation to a paper called An anfwer to his defence, &c. dated

April 25. Alfo, " A reply to the abfolution of a penitent ac-

cording to the diredlions of the church of England, &c." dated

May 20, 1696: and "An anfwer to the animadverfions on
two pamphlets lately pubiifhed by Mr. Collier, &c." dated

July I, 1696, 4to.

When this affair was over, Collier employed himfelf in re-

viewing and finifhing feveral mifcellaneous pieces, which he
publiihed under the title of " EiTays upon feveral moral fub-

jedts." They confift of 3 vols, in 8vo ; the firfl of which was
printed in 1697, the fecond in 1705, and the third in 1709.
They were written in a very extraordinary manner, with iuch

a mixture of learning and wit, and in a ftyle fo eafy and flow-

ing, that notwithftanding the prejudice of party, which ran

flrong againft him, they were in general well received, and
have pafled through many editions fince. It was the fuccefs of

the firft volume which encouraged the author to add the other

two. In 1698, he made an attempt to reform the {lage, by
publifhing his " Short view of the immorality and profanenefs

of the englifh llage, together with the fenfe of antiquity upon
this argument," 8vo. This engaged him in a controverfy with

the wits ; and Congreve and Vanbrugh, whom with many
others he had taken to talk very fevereiy, appeared openly

againft him. The pieces he wrote in this conflict, befides the

firfi; already mentioned, were, 2. A defence of the fliort view,

being a reply to Mr. Congreve's amendments, &c. and to the

vindication of the author of the Relapfe, 1699, Bvo. 3. A fe-

cond defence of the fhort view, being a reply to a book inti-

tuled. The antierit and n:odern ftages furveyed, &c. 1700.

8vo ; the book here replied to was written by Dr. Drake. 4.

Mr. Collier's cifTuafive from the play-houfe : in a letter to a per-

fon of quality, occafioned by the late calamity of the tempeft,

1703, Bvo. 5. A farther vindication of the ihortview, Sec. in

which the obje£lions of a late book intituled, A defence of

plays, are confidered, 1708, Bvo. "The defence of plays"

lias Dr. Filmer for its author. In this controverfy with the

ftage. Collier exerted himfelf to the utraoft advantage ; and
flrewed, that a clergyman might have wit, as well as learning

and reafon, on his fide. It is remarkable that his labours here

•^ere attended with fuccefs, and a^ually produced repentance

and
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and amendment ; for it is allowed on all hands, tliat the de-

corum which has been for the moll part obierved by the later

•writers of dramatic poetry, is entirely owing to the animadver-

fions of Collier. What Dryden faid upon this occahon in the

preface to his fables, will fhew that this is not obferved without

fufHcient foundation. " 1 (liall fay the lefs of Mr. Collier, be-

caufe in many things he has taxed me juftly ; and 1 have

pleaded guilty to all thoughts and exprcifions of mine, which
can be truly arraigned, of obfcenity, profaneneis, or immoralityj,

and retratl them. If he be my enemy, let him triumph ; i£

he be my friend, as I have given him no perfoual occafion to be

otherwife, he will be glad of my repentance. It becomes me
not to draw my pen in the defence of a bad caufe, when I

have fo often drawn it for a good one." If Congreve and Van-
brugh had taken the fame method with Dryden, and made an
ingenuous confeflion of their faults, they would have retired

with a better grace than they did : for it is certain that, with
all the wit which they have fliewn in their refpetlive vindica-

tions, they make but a very indifferent figure.

The next thing Collier undertook was a work of induftry,

rather than genius ; and that was the tranflating of Moreri's

great "Hiftorical, geographical, genealogical, and poetical dic-

tionary." The two firlt volumes were printed in 1701, the

third under the title of a " Supplement " in 1 705, and the

fourth, which is called " An Appendix," in 1721. About
1701, he publilhed alfo, " An englilh tranflation of Antoninus's

meditations, &c. to which is added, the mythological Picture

of Cebes, &c." In the reign of queen Anne, fome overtures

were made to engage him to a compliance, and he was promifed
preferment, if he would acknowledge and fubmit to the govern-

ment ; but as he became a nonjuror upon a principle of con-
fcience, he could not be prevailed upon to liften to any terms.

Afterwards he publifhed, in 2 vols, folio, " An ecclcfiaftical

hiftory of Great-Britain, chiefly of England, from the firll

planting of chrilHanity, to the end of the reign of Charles II.

with a brief account of the affairs of religion in Ireland, col-

lected from the befl antient hiftorians, councils, and records."

The firft volume, which comes down to Henry VII. was pub-
lifhed in 1708, the fecond in 1714. This hiflory, which con-
tains, befides a relation of facts, many curious difcourfes upon
ecclefiaftical and religious fubje£ts, was cenfured by bifliop Bur-
net, bifhop Nicholfon n doctor Kennet, afterwards bifliop

of Peterborough ; bu was defended by Collier in two pieces.

The firft was intituled " An anfwer to fome exceptions in bifhop

Burnet's third part of the hillory of the reformation, &c. againft

Mr. Collier's ecclefiaftical hiflory; together with a reply to

fome remarks on bifhop Nicholfon's englilh hiHorical library,

&c.
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^c. upon the fame fubjctCl, 1715;" the fecond, " Some r«-

marks on Dr. Kennet's fecond and third letters ; M-herein his

HiilVeprefentations of Mr. Collier's eccleliaftioai hiflory are laid

open, and his calumnies difproved, 1 71 7." We cannot but ob-

ferve, to Collier's credit, an inflance of his great impartiality,

in the fecond volume of his hiftory -, which is, that in difcul-

pating the prelbyterians from the imputation of their being con-

ienting to the murder of Charles I. he has flievvn, that as they

only had it in their power to proteft, fo they did proteffc againlt

that bloody aft, both before and after it was committed.

in 171 3, Collier, as is confidently related, was ccnfecfated

a bifhop by Dr, George Hickes, wlio had himfelf been confe-

crated fuffragan of Thetford by the deprived bifhops of Nor-
wich, Ely, and Peterborough, Feb. 23, 1694. As he grew in

years, his health became impaired by frequent attacks of the

ftone, to which his fedentary life probably contributed : fo that

he publifhed nothing more, but a volume of " Praftical Dif-

courfes in 1725," and an additional fermon " upon God not

the origin of evil," in 1726. Befides wliat has been mentioned,

te wrote fome prefaces to other men's works ; and publifhed

alfo an advertifcment againft bidiop Burnet's *' Hiflory of his

own times :" this was printed on a ilip of paper, and difperfed.

in all the coffee-houfes in 1724, and is to be feen in the " Even-

ing-poft, No. 2254." He died of the flone, April 26, 1726,

aged 76 ; and was interred three days after in the church-yard

of St. Pancras near London. He was a very ingenious, learned,

moral and religious man •, and though fliff in his opinions, is

laid to have had nothing ililT or pedantic in his behaviour, but

a great deal of life, fpirit, and innocent freedom. His reputa-^

tion as a man of letters was not confined to his own country :

for the learned father Courbeville, who tranflated into french

*' The Hero of Balthazar Gratian," in his preface to that work,

fpeaks in high terms of his " Mifcellaueous Ellays •," which, he

fays, fet him upon a level with Montaigne, St. Evremond, La
Bruyere, &c. The fame perfon tranilated into french his

^' Short view of the engliih ftage ;" where he fpeaks of him
again in ftrong expreihons of admiration and erteera.

COLLINGS (JoHNJ, was one of the commiflioners at the

Savoy conference in the reign of Charles U. He particularly

excelled as a textuary and ci-itic. He was a man of various

learning, and much elleemed for his great induflry, humanity

and exemplary life. He wrote many books of concroverfy and

pracT;ical divinity, the moPu fmgular of which is his " Weaver's

pocket-book, or Weaving fpiritualized, 8vo. This book was par-

ticularly adapted to the place of his refidence, which has beeji

long famous for the manufaclure of filks. He was ejected

from St. Stephen's Norwich, by the acl of uuifarmity (Aug. 24,

1662),
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1662), where he had been mlnlfter 44 years. He had a very

conficlerable hand in Mr. Matthew Poole's Annotations on the

bible. Died 1690, aged 67.

COLLINS (John), an eminent accomptant and mathema-

tician, was the ion of a nonconformilt divine, and born at Wood

Eaton near Oxford in March 1624. At 16 years of age he was

put apprentice to a bookfeller in Oxford ; but foon lett that

frade, and was employed as clerk under Mr. John Mar, one of

the clerks of the kitchen to prince Charles, alterwards Cha. JL

This Mar was eminent for his mathematical knowledge, and

noted for thofe excellent dials of his, with which tiic gar-

dens of Charles L were adorned : and under him Collins made

no fmaU progrefs in the mathematics. The mteftme troubles

incveafnivr, he left that emplovment and went to Tea, ^vhere he

fpent feven years; the greatett part of this term in an enghfli

merchantman, which became a man of war in the v/enetian ier-

vice againil the Turks. Here having leifure, he applied himlelt

to merchants accompts, and feme parts of the mathematics,

for which he had a natural genius : upon his return, he took to

the profcliion of an accomptant, and compofed feveral ufeful

ireatifes upon praaical fubjecls. Li 1652 he pubhlhed a work

in folio, intituled " An introduaion to merchants accompts:

which was reprinted in 1665, with an additional part, intituled

" Supplements to accomptantfhip and arithmetic." A fmall

part of this work, relating to intereft, was reprinted in 1685,

in a fmall 8vo. volume. In 1658 he publifhed in 4to. a trea-

tife, called " The feaor on a quadrant; containing the defcnp-

tion and ufe of four feveral quadrants, each accommodated for

the making of fun-dials, &c. with an appendix concerning re-

fleaed dialling, from a glafs placed at any reclination." In

1659, 4to, he publiflied his *' Geometrical dialling ;" and alfo the

fame year, his " Mariners plain Scale new plained." In the

Philofophical Tranfaaions of the Royal Society, of which he

was now become a member, he fully explained and demonftrated

the rule given by the jefuit De Billy, for " finding the number

of the Julian period for any year afiigned, the cycles of the fun

and moon with the roman indiclion for the years being given."

To this he has added fome very neatly contrived rules for the

ready finding on what dav of the week any day of the month

falls for ever^ and other
'

ufeful and neceffary kalendar rules.

In the fame Tranfaaions he has a curious dillertation concern-

ing the refolution of equations in numbers. In No. 69 for

March 1671, he has given a molt elegant conftruaion of that

chorographical problem, namely: """The diftances of three

objects in the fame place, and the angles made at a fourth place

in that plane, by obferving each objea, being given ; to hnd

the diftances of thofe objeas from the place of obfervation r"

In
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In 1680 he publifhed a fmall trcatife in 4to. intituled, " A Plea
for the bringing in of Irilh cattle, and keeping out the fifh caught
by foreigners ; together with an addrefs to the members of
parliament of the counties of Cornwall and Devon, about the

advancement of tin, fifhery, and divers manufadures." In
1682 he publiflied in 4to, " A difcourfe of fait and fifhery

;"

and in the PhilofophicalTranfaftions, No. 159, for May 1684,
is publifhed a letter of his to Dr. John Wallis, giving his

thoughts about fonf defefts in algebra. Befides thefe produc-
tions,of his own, he was the chief promoter of many other va-

luable publications in his time, it is to him that the world is

indebted for the publication of Barrow's " optical and geome-
trical le£lures-," his abridgment of " Archimedes's works,"

and of " Apollonius's comes ;"' Brankev's tranflation of ' Rho-
iiius's algebra, with Pell's additions-," " Kerfey's algebra;"
*' Wallis's hiftory of algebra \" " Strode of combinations ;" and
many other excellent v/orkt;, which were procured by his un-
wearied follicitations.

While Anthony earl of Shaftelbury was lord chancellor, he
nominated Collins, in divers references concerning fuits de-

pending in chancery about intricate accounts, to aflill in the

ftating thereof. From this time his adiftance was often ufed

in other places, and by other perfons ; by which he acquired,

fays Wood, fome wealth, and much fame, and became ac-

counted, in matters of that nature, the moft ufeful and ne-
ceflary perfon of his time ; and in the latter part of his life,

he was made accomptant to the royal fifliery company. In 1682,
after the a£l at Oxford was finiflied, he rode from thence to

Malmelbury in Wiltfliire, in order to view the ground to be

cut for a river between the Ilis and the Avon ; and drinking too

Jarge a quantity of cyder, after a hot day's journey, he fell into

a confurnption, of which he died Nov. 10, 1683. About 25
years after his death, all his papers and moft of his books came
into the hands of the learned and ingenious William Jones, elq.

fellow of the Royal Society ; among which were found manu-
fcripts upon mathematical fubjc6ts of Briggs, Oughtred, Pell,

Scarborough, Barrow, and Newton, with a multitude of letters

received from, and copies of letters fent to, many learned per-

fons, particularly Pell, Wallis, Barrow, Newton, James Gre-

gory, Flamftead, Townley, Baker, Barker, Branker, Bernard,

Slufius, Leibnitz, Ifchirphaus, father Bertet, and others. From
thefe papers it is evident, that Collins held a conftant corre-

fpond^ince for many years with all the eminent mathematicians

of his time, and fpared neither pains i>or coft to- procure what
was rcquifite to promote real fclence. Many of the late difco-

veries in phyfical knowledge, if not a£lually made, were yet

brought about by his endeavours. Thus, in 1666, he had under

confideiaaon
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conrulervitlou die manner of dividing the meridian line on the

true nautical chart ; a problem of the utmoft confequence in

navigation : and fome time after he engaged Mercator, Gre-

gory, Barrow, Newton, and Wallis, feverally, to explain and

find an eafy praclical method of doing it ; which excited Leib-

nitz, Halley, Bernoulli, and all who had capacity to think upon

fuch a fubj'ecl, to give their Iblutions of it : and by this means

the practice of that moft ufeful propofition is reduced to the

greatelt f.mplicity imaginable. He employed fome of the lame

hands upon the ihortening and facilitating the m.ethod of com-

putations by logarithmg, "till at latl that whole affair was corn-

pleted by Halley. It was Collins who engaged all that were

able to make any advances in the fciences, in a llrid enquiry

into the feveral parts of learning, for which each had a peculiar

talent. He fet them all to work, by ilicwing where the defedt

was in any ufeful branch of knowledge ; by pointing out the

difficulties attending fuch an enquiry ; by fetting forth the ad-

vantages of completing that fubjech ; and laltly, by keeping up

a fpirit and a warm dclire of making further dlfcoveries and

improvements.

Collins was hkcwife the regiller of all the new improvements

made in the mathematical fcicncc •, the magazine, to which all

the curious had recourfc ; and tiie common repofitory, where

every part of ufeful knowledge was to be found. It was upon

this account that the learned"" Ityled him " the Englifh Merfe^

nus." If fom.e of his correfpondents had not obliged him to

conceal their communications, there could have been no difpute

about the priority of the invention of a method ot analyfis, the

honour of which evidently belongs to the great Newton. This

appears undeniably from the papers, printed in the " Commer-
cium epiilolicum i). Joannis CoUius & aliorum de analyli pro-

mota : juifu focietatis regix in lucem edilum, 1712," in 4to.

COLLINS (Anthony), a very extraordinary i7ian and emi-

nent writer, was the Ion of Henry Collins, efq. a gentleman

of confiderable fortune ; and born at Hefton near Hounllow in

Middlefex, June 21, 1676. He was educated in chtlical learn-

ing at Eton fchool, and removed thence to King's college in

Cambridge, where he had for his tutor Francis Hare, afterwards

bilhop of Chicheller. Upon leaving college he went to Lon^

don, and was entered a ftudent in the Temple ; but not reliih-

ing the ftudy of the law, he abandoned it, and applied himfelf

to letters in general. In 1700 he publilhed a trad, intituled,

" Several of the London cafes confidered." He cultivated an

acquaintance and maintained a correfpondence with Locke, in

1 703 and 1 704 ; and that Locke had not only a common friendly-

regard, but even a great efteem for him, appears from fome

letters to him, publilhed by Des Maizeaux in his colledlion of

feveral
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feveral pieces of John Locke, never before printed, or not er*

tant in his works. In a letter dated from Oates in Eflex, 0£t.

29, 1703, Locke writes as follows :
^' You complain of a great

many defects ; and that very complaint is the higheil recom-
mendation 1 could defire, to make me love and elleem you, and
d(?fire your friendlhip. And if I were now fetting out in the

world, I Ihould think it my great happinefs to have fuch a com-
panion as you, who had a true relifli of truth, would in earned

feck it with me, from whom I might receive it undifguifed,

and to whom I might communicate what I thought ttue, freely."

In another dated Sept. 11, 1704, he writes thus: " He that

hath any thing to do with you, muft own that friendfhip is the

natural product of your conftitution ; and your foul, a noble

foil, is enriched with the two mofl valuable qualities of human
nature, truth and friendfliip. What a treafure have I then in

fuch a fi-iend, with whom I can converfe, and be enlightened

about the higheft fpeculations !" Locke, who died Oti. 28,

1704, left alfo a letter dated the 23d, to be delivered to Collins

after his deceafe, full of confidence and the warmeft affe£lion ;

which letter is to be found in the colleftion above mentioned.

It is plain from thefe memorials, that Collins at that time ap-

peared to Locke to be an impartial and difuiterefted enquirer

after truth.

In 1707 he publlflied " An eflay concerning the ufe of rea-

fon in propofitions, the evidence whereof depends upon human
teilimony :" reprinted in 1709. He publiflied this piece, as he

did all his other writings, without his name. The fame year,

1707, he engaged in a controverfy then on foot between Dod-
well and Clarke, concerning the natural immortality of the

foul. We have given an account of this controverfy, under

the article of Clarke : as for Collins, the pieces he wrote in it

are as follow : 1. A letter to the learned Mr. Henry Dodwell,

containing fome remarks on a pretended demonllration of the

immateriality and natural immortality of the foul, in Mr.
Clarke's anfwer to his late epiftolary difcourfe, &c. 1707: re-

printed in 1709. 2. A reply to Mr. Clarke's defence of his

letter to Mr. Dodwell ; with a poftfcript to Mr. Milles's anfwer

to Mr. Dodwell's epiftolary difcourfe, 1707 : reprinted in 1709.

3. Reflediions on Mr. Clarke's fecond defence of his letter to

Mr. Dodwell, 1707 : reprinted in 171 1. 4. An anfwer to Mr.

Clarke's third defence of his letter to Mr. Dodwell, 1708 : re-

printed in 1711.

Dec. 17OQ, came out a pamphlet, intituled, " Priefteraft in

perfeQion ; or, a detection of the fraud of inferting and continu-

ing that claufe, * The church hath power to decree rites and ce-

remonies, and authority in controverfies of faith,' in the twentieth

article of the Articles of the Church of hngland. A nd, Feb. the
.

year
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ytar following, another called " Refleflions on ^ late pam-

phlet, intituled, Prieftcraft in perfedion, &g." both written by

our author. The lecond and third editions of his " Prieftcraft

in perfedion" were printed, with correcHons, in i6to, 8vo.

This book occafioned great and diligent enquiries into the fub-

jecl, and was refleded on in divers pamphlets, fernwns, and

treatifes. Thefe were anfwered by Collins, but not till 1724,

in a work intituled " An hiftorical and critical eflay on the 39
articles of the churcli of England : wherein it is demonftrated,

that this claufe, ' The church, &c.' " inferted in the 2Cth arti-

cle, is not a part of the article, as they were eltabliftied by act

of parliament in the 13th of Elizabeth, or agreed on by the con-

vocations of 1562 and 1571." This eflay however was princi-

pally defigned as an anfwer to " The vindication of the church

of England from the afperfions of a late libel, intituled, Prieft-

craft in perfection, wherein the controverted claufe of the

church's pov/er in the 20th article is fnewn to be of equal au-

thority with all the reft of the articles in 1710," and to " An
elTay on the 39 articles by Dr. Thomas Bennet," publilhed in.

1 7 15: two chief works, fays Collins, which feem written by

thofe champions who have been fupplied with materials from

all quarters, and have taken great pains themfelves to put their

materials into the moft artfulhght; In the preface he tells us,

that he undertook this work at the folllcitations of a worthy mi-

nifter of the gofpel, who knew that he had made fome enqui-

ries into the " Mocicrn ccclefiaftical hiilory of England •," and,

particularly, that he was preparing " Anhiftory of the variations

of the church of England and itsclergy from the reformation down
to this time, with an anfwer to the cavils of the papifts, made on
occafion of the faid variations." But this work never appeared. As
to the eflay in queiiion, he concludes it with drawing up in brief

the demonftration, promifed in the title-page, and given in the

book J which is as follows : " Ihe articles of the church of

England arc fuppofed to have their convocational authority from
the convocation of 1562, which firft agreed on them; and
from the convocation of 157 1, which, after having revifed and
made alterations in and additions to them, agreed on them
again. The way of pafling acts of convocation is by the fub-

fcription of the majority of the members of each houfe by
themfelves. Tlie manufcript articles, which pafled the convoca-

tion In 1562, and were fubfcribed by the majority of both houfes,

arc extant ; as are the manufcript articles of 1571, with the

fubfcriptions of the upper houfe. And both thefe manufcripts

are without the claufe. The parliament in 157 1 did, by a Ita-

tute, intituled, * An a£l for the minifters of the church to be

of found religion,' confirm articles of religion, comprifed in an

imprinted englifli book intituled, * Articles 6cc. put forth by the

4 queen's



144 COLLINS.
<jueen*s authority.* All the englifh printed books of the articles

extant before 157 r, and while the parliament were making this

ftatute, bore the title recited in the ftatute, and were without

the claufe. Wherefore it follows, that the claufe has neither

the authority of the convocation nor parliament." The rea-

der may fee, if he pleafes, the whole ftate of this controverfy

in Collier's Ecclefiailical Hiilory, where particular notice is

taken of our author.

In J 7 10 he pubUfhed " A vindication of the divine attri-

butes, in fome remarks on the archbifhop of Dublin's fer-

mon, intituled. Divine predeltination and foreknowledge con-

fiding with the freedom of man's will." March 17 1 1, he went
over to Holland, where he became acquainted with Le Clerc,

and other learned men ; and returned to London the November
following, to take care of his private aiTairs, with a promife to

his friends in Holland, that he would pay them a fecond vifit in

a fhort time. In 1713 he pubiifbed his " Difcourfe of free-

thinking, occafioned by the rile and growth of a fe£t called free-

thinkers ;" which made a great noife, and was attacked by fe-

veral writers, particularly by Hoadly, afterwards bifhop of

Winchefter, in fome " Queries recommended to the authors of

the late difcourfe of free thinking," printed in his collection of

trails in 8vo. 1715 ; and by Phileleutherus Lipfienfis, in " Re-

marks upon a late difcourfe of free-thinking, in a letter to

F. H. D. D." This Phileleutherus Lipfienfis was the learned

Bentley j and the perfon to whom this performance is addrefled.

Hare afterwards bilhop of Chichefter. The (irft part of thefe

remarks gave birth to a pamphlet faid to be written by Hare,

intituled, " The clergyman's thanks to Phileleutherus for his

remarks on the late difcourfe of free-thinking : in a letter to

Dr. Eentley, 1713" Soon after the publication of this vi^ork,

Collins made a fecond trip to Holland; which was afcribed to

the general alarm caufed by the " Difcourfe of free-thinking,"

and himfelf bci!ig di ['covered by his printer. This is taken no-

tice of by Hare : who, having obferved that the leall appear-

ance of danger is able to damp in a moment all the zeal of

the free-thinkers, tells us, that ** a bare enquiry after the

printer of their wicked book has frightened them, and obliged

the reputed author to take a fecond trip into Holland-, fo great

is h s courage to defend upon the firfl; appearance of an oppo*

iition. And are not thefe rare champions for free-thinking ?

Is not their book a demonflration that we are in pofleflion of

the liberty they pretend to plead for> whicii otherwife they durffe

ne'er have writ .-' And that they would have been as mute a3

liflies, had they not thought they could have opened with im-

punity ?" Hare afterwards tells us, that " the reputed author

of free-thinking is, for all he ever heard, a fobcr man, thanks

6 to
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to ais hatUral riverfionto intemperance; and tliat," he obferved,

" is more than can be faid of fome others of the club :" that is,

the club of free-thinkers, wliich were fiippofed, but perhaps

without fufficient reafon, to meet and plan fchemes in concert,

for undermining the foundations of revealed religion. The
*' Difcourfe of free-thinking " was reprinted at the Hague,

with fome confidirable additions, in 17.13, i2mo; though in

the title-page it is faid to be printed at London. In this edition

the tranflations in feveral places are corre6led from Bentley's

remarks ; and fome references are made to thofc remarks, and

to Hare's " Clergyman's thanks."

While this book was making a ptodiglous noife in England,

and all parties were exerting their zeal, either by writing or

railing againfl it, the author received great civilities abroad, and
was treated refpeclfully by all forts of people, piiclb, jefuits,

calvinifts, arminians, &c. He went into holland, as we have

faid, and thence to Flanders, and intended to have vifited Pa-
ris ; but the death cf a near relasion obliged him to return to

London, where he arrived 061. 18, 171,3, greatly difappointed

in not having feen France, Italy, &c. In 1715 he retired into

the county of Eflex, and ad:ed as a juftice of the peace and de-

puty-lieutenant for the fame county, as he had done before in

the county of Middlefex and liberty of Weftminfter. The
fame year he publilhed " A philofophical enquiry concerning

human liberty :" which was reprinted with fome corretflions in

1717. Dr. Samuel Glarke wrote remarks upon this enquiry,

which are fubjoined to the coileclion of papers between him and
Leibnitz ; but Collins did not pubhili any reply on this fubjeft,

becaufe, as we are told, though he did not think the doflor

had the advantage over him in the difpute, yet, as he had re-

prefented his opinions as dangerous in their confequences, and
improper to be infilled on, our author^ after fuch an infjnuation,

found he could not proceed in the difpute upon equal terms.

The enquiry was tranllated into french by the rev. Mr. D, and
printed in the firfl: volume of des Maizeaux's " Recueil de di-

verfes pieces fur la philofophie, la religion naturelle, &c. par

IM. Leibnitz, Clarke, Newton, &c." publifhed at Amllerdam
1720, 2 vols. i2mo. In 17 18 he was chofen treafurer for the

county of Eflex,- to the great joy, It is faid, of feveral tradef-

men and others, who had large fums of money due to them
from the faid county, but could not get it paid them, it having
been embezzled or ("pent by their former treafurer. We are

told that he fupported the pooreft of them with his own pri-

vate carti, and promifed intereft to others till it could be raifed

to pay them : and that in 1722 all the debts were by his inte^-

grity, care, and management dlfcharged.

It has already been obferved, that he publiflied, in 1724, his

Vol. IV. L " Hiltoria'



146 C O L L I N S.

*' Hiftorical and critical eflliy upon the 39 articles, &c." The
fame year he publiflied his famous book, called " A difcouvfe

of the grounds and reafons of the chriilian religion," in two
parts : the firft, containing fome confiderations on the quota-

tions made from the " Old in the New Teftament," and par-

ticularly on the prophecies cited from the former, and faid to

be fulfilled in the latter. The fecond, containing an examina-

tion of the fcheme advanced by "Whifton in his efiay towards

relloring the true text of the old Teitament, and for vindicating

the citations then made in the new Teilament. To which is

prefixed, " An apology for free debate and liberty of writing."

This clifcourfe was immediately attacked by a great number of

books ; of which Collins lias given a complete lilf, at the end
of the preface to his " Scheme of literal prophecy." It will

be fufHcient for us to mention a few of the moft confiderable.

1. A lill of fuppofitions or aflertions in the late difcourfe of the

grounds, See. which are not therein fupported by any real Oi*

authentic evidence ; for which fome fuch evidence is expecled

to be produced. By William Whifton, M. A. 1724, 8vo.

In this piece Whiflon treats Collins, together v/ith Toland, in

very fevere terms, as guilty of impious frauds and lay-craft,

2. The literal accompliflmient of fcripture -prophecies, being a

full anfvver to a late difcourfe of the grounds, Sec. By William

Whifton. 3. A defence of chrillianlty from the prophecies of

'the old Teftament, wherein are confidered all the objeclions

ugainft this kind of proof, advanced in a late difcourfe of the

grounds &c. By Edward Chandler, then bifliop of Lichfield

and Coventry, afterwards of Durham. 4. A difcourfe of the

connection of the prophecies in the old Teftament, and appli-

cation of them to Chrift. By Samuel Clarke, D. D. rector of

St. James's, Weftmlnfter. This however was not intended for

a direcl: anfwer to Collins's book, but as a fupplement, occa-

lioned thereby, to a propGHtion in Clarke's " Demonftration of

the principles of natural and revealed religion ;" with which it

has fince been conilantly printed. 5. An effay upon the truth

of the chriftian religion, wlierein its real foundation upon the

old Teftament is ftiewn, occa lioned by the difcourfe of the

grounds, &c. By Arthur Alhley Sykes. Collins gives it as hrs

opinion, that of all the writers againft the '* Grounds," &c.

Sykes alone has advanced a confiftent fcheme of things, which
lie Ir^s propofed with great clearnefs, politenefs, and modera-

tion. 6. The ufe and intent of prophecy in the feveral ages of

the church. In fix difcourfes delivered at the Temple church

in 1724. By 7 b.omas Sherlock, D. 1). This was not defigned

as an anfwer to the " Grounds," &c. but only to throw light

UDon the argument from p^^rophecy, attacked by our author.

T he reader will find the reil of the pieces written againft the

I " Grounds,"
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".Grounds," &c. enumerated by ColUns in the place referred

to above ; among which are " Sermons, London journals,

Woolllon's moderator between an infidel and an apolVate, &c."

amounting in number to nolefs than 35, including thofe already-

mentioned. So that we cannot but agree with the author in

fuppoiing, that there never was a book to which fo many an-

fwcrs have been made in fo fliort a time, that is, \\ ithin the

fmall compafs of a coupla of years, as to the " Difcourfe of the

grounds and reafons of the chrillian religion."

In 1726 appeared his " Scheme of literal prophecy con-

fidered ; in a view of the controverfy occafioned by a late book,

intituled, A difcourfe of the grounds, &c." It v.'as printed at

the Hague in 2 vols. i2mo, and reprinted at London with cor-

rections in 1727, 8vo. In this work he mentions a diflertation

he had written, but never publilhed, againft Wh.'iton's " Vin-

dication of the Sibylline oracles •," in which he endeavours to

Hiew, that thofe oracles were forged by the primitive chrillians,

who were thence called Sibyllifts by the pagans. He alfo

mentions a MS. difcourfe of his upon the miracles recorded

in the old and new Teftament. The " Scheme of literal

prophecy" had feveral anfwers made to it ; the mod confidera-

ble of which are, i. A vindication of the defence of chriftianity,

from the prophecies of the old Teftament. By Edward Chand-

ler, D. D. •, with a letter from the rev. Mr. Maffbn, concerning

the religion of Macrobius, and his teftimony touching the

flaughter of the infants at Bethlehem, with a poftfcript upon

Virgil's fourth eclogue, 1728, in two vols. 8vo. 2. The ne-

ceirity of divine revelation, and the truth of the chriftian re-

velation afferted. In eight fermons. To which is prefixed a

preface, with fome remarks on a late book, intituled The fcheme

of literal prophecy confidered, &:c. By John Rogers, D. D.

1727, 8vo. 3. A letter to the author of the London Journal,

April I, 1727, written by Dr. Arthur Alldey Sykes. Collins

replied to the two laft pieces, in " A letter to Rogers, on occa-

fion of his eight fermons, &c. to which is added, a letter

printed in the London Journal, April r, 1727 ; v/ith an anfwer

to the fame, 1727." In his ** Letter to Rogers" he obferves,

that the doctor had invited him to martyrdom in thefe v.'ords :

" A confeflbr or two would be a mighty ornament to his caufe.

If he expeds to convince us that he is in carneO, and believes

hlmfelf, he fliould not decline giving us this proof of his fin-

cerity. What will not abide this trial, we fhaH fufpecl: to have

but a poor foundation." Thcfe fentiments, Collins tells us,

are in his opinion falfe, wicked, inhuman, irreligious, incon-

fiftent with the peace of focicty, and perfonally injurious to the

author of the " Scheme, ^c." He remarks, tliat it Is a degree

of virtue to fpeak what a man thinks, though he mav do it in

L2
^ -

^^^j^
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fuch a way as to avoid dedruction of life and forttine, &c"
He declares, that the caufe of liberty, which he defends, is

*' the caufe of virtue, learning, truth, God, religion, and chrif-

tianity \ that it is the political intereil of all countries ; that the

degree of it we enjoy in hngland is the llrength, ornament,

and glory of our Own ; that, if he can contribute to the defence

of fo excellent a caufe, he ihall think he has a£led a good parr

in life : in fliort, it is a caufe," fays he to Dr. Rogers, " in

which, if your influence and interefl were equal to your inclina-

tion to procure martyrdom for me, I would rather fuiFer, than

in any caufe whatfoever ; riiough I fliould be lorry that chrif-

tians fliould be fo weak and inconilllent with themfelves, as to

be your inftruments in taking my life from me."
His health began to decline feveral years before his death •,

and he was extremely affli(Slcd with the itone. which at laft put

an end to his life, Dec. 13, 1729. It is remarkable that not-

withftanding the reproaches caft upon him as an enemy to re-

ligion, he declared, juft before his laft minutes, *' That as he

had always endeavoured, to the befl of his abilities, to ferve

God, his king, and his country, fo he was perfuaded he was
going to that place which God had defigned for them that

love him." Prefently after, he faid, that " the catholic religion

is to love Cod, and to love man ; and he advifed fuch as w^ere

about him to have a conftant regard to thofe principles. His
library, which was a very large and curious one, was open to

men of letters, to whom he readily communicated all the lights

and alhilances in his power, and even furniihed his antagonifts

with books to confute himfelf ; diredling them at the fame time

how to give their arguments all the force of which they were

capable. We are told, that " the corruption among chriltians,

and the perfecuting fpirit of the clergy, had given him a pre-

judice againft the chriflian religion ; and at laft induced him to

think, til at, upon the foot on which it is at prefent, it is

pernicious to mankind." He has indeed given us himfelf

pretty broad intimation, that he had adtually renounced clirif-

tianity. 1 hus, in anfwer to Rogers, who had fuppofed that

it was men's lufts and paflions, and not their reafons, which
made them depart from the gofpel, he acknowledges, that " it

may be, and is undoubtedly, the cafe of many, who reje6l the

gofpel, to be influenced therein by their vices and immoralities.

It would be very ftrange," fays he, *' if chriftianity, which
teaches fo much good morality, and fo juftly condemns divers

vices, to which men are prone, was not reje6led by fome liber-

tines on that account ; as the feveral pretended revelations,

which are eftablifhed throughout the M'orld, are by libertines

on that very account alfo. But this cannot be the cafe of all who
rcjecl the gofpel. Some of them who rejedl the gofpel, lead

o as
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as good lives as tKofe who receive it. And I^ fuppofe there

is no difference to the advantage of chriflians, in point of mo-
rality, between them and the jews, mahomctans, heathens, or

others, who rejecil chriftianity."

July 22, 1698, when he was juft entered into his 23d year, he

married Martha, the daughter of fir Francis Child, who u-as the

year following lord mayor of London ; and by her he had two

fons and two daughters. The elder of his fans died in his infancy.

Anthony, the younger, M'as born 0£t. 1701, and was a gentle-

man of great fweetnefs of temper, a fine underftanding, and

of good learning. He was educated at Dennet college in Cam-
bridge, and died, univerfally lamented by all tliat knew him,

Dec. 20, 1723. The year after, Collins married a fecond wife,

namely Elizabeth, the daughter of fir Waiter Wrottefley, bart-

but liad no children by her. His daughters lurvived him, and

were unmarried at his death.

COLLINS (William), a late unfortunate but admirable

poet, was born at Chichefter, Dec. 25, about 1720, the fon of a

reputable hatter in that city. In 1733 he was admitted feholar

of Winchefter college under Dr. Burton, and at 19 was defied

upon the foundation to New-college in Oxford. He was firft

upon the lift j and, in order to wait for a vacancy in that fo-

ciety, was admitted a commoner of Queen's college In the

fame unlverfity. But unfortunately, which is a cafe that feldoni

falls out, no fuch vacancy happened during the time limited,

and he thus was alienated from the Wickhamifts. His tutor,

very fenfible of his defcrt, recommended him to the fociety of

Magdalen ; which recommendation, backed by an uncommon
difplay of genius and learning in the exercifes performed on

the occafion, procured hira to be eleded a demy of that college

in July 1741. During his refidence in this place, which was
till he had taken a bachelor's degree, he applied himfelf to

poetry, and publifhed an epiftle to fir Thomas Hann\er on his

edition of Shakfpeare, and the " Perfian," or, as they have

been fince intituled, " Oriental Eclogues •," with regard to

which, it may juiHy be aflerted, that in fimpllcicy of defcription

and exprelTion, in delicacy and foftnefs of numbers, and in

natural and unaffected tendernefs, they are not to be equalled

by any thing of the paftoral kind in the englifh language.

About J 744 he fuddenly left the univerfity, and came to

London a literary adventurer, with many projects in his head,

and vei-y little money in his pocket. He defigned many works ;

but his great fault was irrefolution ; or the frequent calls of

immediate necelhty broke his fchemes, and fuffered him to pur-

ine no fettled purpofe. A man, doubtful of his dinner, oi-

trembling at a creditor, is not much dirpofcd to abftrartcd

meditation, or remote enquiries. He puhliflieJ propofils for a

L 3
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*' Hldory of the revival of learning ;" and Dr. Johnfon has
heard him fpeak with great kindnels of Leo X. and with keen
refentment of his taftelefs fucceffor. But probably not a page
of the hiftory was ever written. He planned feveral tragedies,

but he only planned them. He wrote now-and-then odes and
other poems, and did fomething, however little.

About this time Dr Johnfon fell into his company, who tells

us, that *' the appearance of Collins was decent and manly j

his knowledge confiderable, his views extenfivejhis converfation

elegant, and his difpofition cheerful. By degrees," adds the

dodior, " 1 gained his confidence •, and one day was admitted

to him when he was immured by a bailiff, that was prowlin^^

in the llreet. On this occafion rccourfe was had to the book-
fellers, who, on the credit of a tranfhition of " Arillotie's Po-
etics," which he engaged to write with a large commentary, ad-

vanced as much money as enabled him to efcape into the coun-

try. He fliewed me the guineas fafe in his hand. Soon
afterwards his uncle, Mr. Martin, a lieutenant-colonel, left him
about 2000I. a fum which Collins could fcarcely think exhauffi-

ble, and which he did not live to exhauil. i he guineas were
then repaid j and the tranflation neglected. But man is not

born for happinefs : Collins, who, while hcjiiidied to live^ felt

no evil but poverty, no fooner lived to Jhidy^ than his life was
afiailed by more dreadful calamities, difeafc and infanity."

Dr. Johnfon's character of him, while it was diftincSlly im-
prefied upon that excellent writer's memory, is here at large

inferted. " Mr. Collins was a man of extenfive literature, and

of vigorous faculties. He was acquainted, not only with the

learned tongues, but with the Italian, french, and fpanilh lan-

guages. He had employed his mind chiefly upon works of

iiction, and fubje61:s of fancy; and by indulging fome peculiar

habits of thought, was eminently delighted with thofe flights of

imagination which pafs the bounds of nature, and to

which the mind is reconciled only by a paffive acquief-

cence in popular traditions. He loved fairies, genii, giants,

and monfters ; he delighted to rove through the meanders of

inchantm.ent, to gaze on the magnificence of golden palaces, to

repofe by the water-falls of elyfian gardens. This was however

the characler rather of his inclination than his genius ; the

grandeur of wildnefs, and the novelty of extravagance, were

always deGred by him, but were not always attained. Yet as

diligence is never whdlly loft ; if his efforts fometimes caufed

harftmefs and obfcurity, they likewife produced in happier

moments fublimity and fplendour. This idea u'hich he had

formed of excellence, led him to oriental nclions and allegorical

imagery ; and perliaps, while he was intent upon defcription,

he (iid not fufficiently cultivate fcntiment. His poems are the

produdions
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produ£llons of a mind not deficient in fire, nor nnfurnifiied

with knowledge eitlier of books or life, but fomewhat obilrucled

in its progrefs by deviation in quell of miftakcn beauties. His

morals were pure, and his opinions pious : in a long continu-

ance of poverty, and long habits of diflipation, it cannot be

expelled that any character fliould be exadftly uniform. There

is a degree of want by which the freedom of agency is almoft

dellroyed •, and long ailbciation with fortuitous companions will

at lalt relax the Itrictnefs of truth, and abate the fervour of fin-

cerity. That this man, wife and virtuous as he was, pa"fl&d^

always unentangled through the fnares of life, it woul^ be

prejudice and temerity to affirm ; but it may be faid that aC

leaft he preferved the fource of action unpolluted, that his prin-

ciples were never fliaken, th^lt his diftindlions of right and

wrong were never confounded, and that his faults had nothing

of malignity or defign, but proceeded from feme unexpefted

preflure, or cafual temptation. The latter part of his life

cannot be remembered but with pity and fadnefs. He languiflied

fome years under that depreffion of mind which enchains the

faculties without deftroying them, and leaves reafon the know-
ledge of right without the power of purfuing it. Thefe

clouds which he perceived gathering on his intellefts, he en-

deavoured to difperfe by travel, and palled into France ; but

found himfelf conftrained to yield to his malady, and returned.

He was for fome time confined in a houfe of lunatics, and after-

wards retired to the care of his filler in Chichefter, where
death, in 1756, came to his relief. After his return from

France, the writer of this character paid him a vifit at Ifiington,

where he was waiting for his filler, whom he had directed to

meet him : there was then nothing of diforder difcernible in

his mind by any but himfelf-, but he had withdrawn from ftudy,

raid travelled with no other book than an englifli teftament,

fuch as children carry to the fchool : when his friend took it

into his hand, out of curiofity, to fee what companion a man
of letters had chofen : / have but one booky fiys Collins, but that is

the be/L Such was the fate of Collins, with whom I once de-

lighted toconverfe, and whom I yet remember with tendernefs.

He was vifited at Chichefter, in his laft illnefs, by his learned

friends Dr. Warton and his brotlier ; to whom he fpoke with

difapprobation of his " Oriental eclogues," as not fufficiently

expreffive of afiatic manners, and called tliem his " Iriili

eclogues." He fliewed them, at the fame time, an ode in-

fcribed to A4r. John Hume, *' on tlie Superllitions of the

Highlands " which they thought fuperior to his other works, but

which no fearch has yet found. His diforder was not alienation

of mind, but general laxity and feeblenefs, a deficiency rather

of his vital than intellectual powersi WJiat he fpoke wanted

h 4 neither
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neither judgment noi* fpirit j but a few minutes exhaufted him,

fo that he was forced to rell upon the couch, till a fhort cefla-

lion reftored his powers, and he was again able to talk with

his former vigour. The approaches of this dreadful malady he

began to feci foon after his uncle's death ; and with the ufual

\yeaknefs of men fo difeafed, eagerly fnatched that temporary

relief with which the table and the bottle flatter and feduce.

But his health continually declined, and he grew more and

more burthenfome to himfelf.

" To what I have formerly faldof his writings may be added,

that his di£tion was often harfh, unlkilfuUy laboured, and in-

iudicioufly fele£led. He affetted the obfolete when it was not

worthy of revival ; and he puts his words out of the common
order, feeniing to think, with fome later candidates for fame,

that not to write profe is certainly to write poetry. His lines

commonly are of How motion, clogged and impeded with clufters

of confonants. As men are often efteemed who cannot be

loved, fo the poetry of ColUns may fometimes ejctort praife

when it gives little pieafure."

COLLINSON (PiiTER). The family of this ingenious bo-

tanifl: is' of antient Handing in the north. Peter and James
were the great grandfons of Peter Collinfon, who lived on his

paternal eilate called HugaUHall, or Height of Hugal, near

"Windermere Lake, in the parifh of Stavely, about lo miles

from Kendal in Weftmoreland. Peter, whilfl a youth, difco-

vered his attachment to natural hiftory. He began early to

make a colletlion of dried fpecimens of plants ; had accefs to

the bed gardens at that time in the neighbourhood of London

;

and became early acquainted with the moil eminent naturalifts

of his time ; the dodlors Derham, Woodward, Dale, Lloyd,

and Sloane, were amongft his friends. Among the great va-

riety of articles which form that fuperb collection, now (by the

wife difpofition of fir Plans and the munificence of parliament)

the Britifh Mufeiim, fmall was the number of thofe with

vvhofe hiilory Collinfon was not well acquainted; he being

one of thofe few who vifited fir Hans at all times familiarly ;

their inclinations and purfuits in refpe6l to natural hiftory be-

ing the fame, a firm friendfhip had early been eftabliflied

between them. Peter Collinfon was elecSled F. R. S. Dec. 12,

1728; and perhaps was one of the moft diligent and ufeful

members, not only in fupplying them with many curious ob-

fervations himfelf, but in promoting and prefcrving a moft ex-.

tenfive correfpondencc with learned and ingenious foreigners,

in all countries, and on every ufeful fubject. Befides his at-

tention to natural hiftory, he minuted every ftriking hint that

occurred either in reading or couverfation ; and from this

pmcQ he derived much information, as there were very fevv;

men
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men of learning and ingenuity, who were not of his ac-

quaintance at home ; and moft foreigners of eminence in na-

tural hiftory, or in arts and fcicnces, were recommended to

Iiis notice and friendfhip. His diligence and oeconomy of

lime was fuch, that though he never appeared to be in a

hurry, he maintained an .extenfive correfpondence with great

punjSluality ; acquainting the learned and ingenious in diilant

parts of the globe, with the difcoveries and improvements in

natural hillory in this country, and receiving the like informa-
tion from the molt eminent perfons in ahnoft every other.

His con-efpondence with the ingenious Cadwalhider Colden,
efq. of New-York, and the juftly celebrated Dr. FrankHn of
Philadelphia, furnifh inftances of the benefit refulting from
his attention to all improvements. The latter of thele gentle-

men communicated his firll effays on ele£lricity to Collinfon,

in a feries of letters, which were then publifhed, and have been
reprinted in a late edition of the do6lor's ingenious difcoveries

and improvements. Perhaps in fome future period, the ac-

count procured of the management of (heep in Spain, pub-
liflied in the Gentleman's Magazine for May and June 1764,
may not be confidered among the lead of the benefits accruing
fiom his extenfive and inquifitive correfpondence. His con-
verfation, cheerful and ufefuUy entertaining, rendered his ac-

quaintance much defired by thofe who had a reHlh for natural

hiftory, or were fludious in cultivating rural improvements ;

and fecured him the intimate friendfliip of fome of the moil
eminent perfonages in this kingdom, as difi:inguilhed by their

tafte in planting and horticulture, as by their rank and dignity.

He was the firfl who introduced the great variety of trees

and flirubs, which are now the principal ornaments of every

garden j and it was owing to his indefatigable induflry, that

fo many peribns of the firft diftintlion are now enabled to be-

hold groves tranfplar>ted from the wefi:ern continent fiouriflnng

fo luxuriantly in their feveral domains, as if they were already

become indigenous to Britain. He had fome correfpondents in

almoll every nation in Europe; fome in Afia, and even at Pekin,

who all tranfmitted to him the moft valuable feeds they could
colledf, in return for the treafures of America. The great

Linnaus, during his refidence in England, contracted an inti-

mate friendfliip with Mr. Coilinfon, which was reciprocally

incrcafed by a multitude of good offices, and continued to the
laft. Befides his attachment to natural hiftory, he was very
converfant in the antiquities of our own country, having been
cleded F. S. A. April 7, 1737; and he fupplied them often

with many curious articles of intelligence, and obfervations

refpecSling both our ov^'n and other countries. His perfoa
was rather (hort than tall i he had a pleafing and fotial alpect j
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of a temper open and communicative, capable of feeling for

tlifLrefs, and ready to relieve and fympathize. Excepting fome
attacks of the gout, he enjoyed, in general, perfect health,

and great equality of fpirits, and had arrived at his 75th year;

when, being on a vifit to lord Petr6, for whom he had a lingu-

lar regard, he was feized with a total fuppreflion of urine,

which, bafrling every attempt to relieve it, proved fatal Aug. 1 1,

1768. Mr. Oollinfon kft 'behind him many materials for the

improvement of natural hiftory ; and the prefent refined tafte

of horticulture may in fome refpecls be attributed to his in-

duftry and abilities. The late lord Petre, the late duke of

Richmond, and others of the firll rank in life and letters, were
his friends, and he was continually urging them to profecute

the mod liberal improvements.

COLLIUS (FiiANf ois), a do£lor of the ambrofian college at

Milan, and great penitcncier of that diocefe, died in 1640, at

a very advanced age ; made himfelf famous by a treatife De
animabus Pagrmorum, publiflied in two volumes 4to at Milan,

an 1622 and 1623. He here examines into the portion in the

world to come of feveral illuftrious pagans. He hazards bold

and ingenious conjedlures on matters far beyond the reach of

our intelle6l. He faves the Egyptian midwives, the queen of

Sheba, Nebuchadnezzar, &:c. He does not defpair of the fal-

vation of the feven fages of Greece, nor of that of Socrates;

but damns, without mercy, Pythagoras, Ariftotle, and feveral

others ', though he acknowledges that they knew the true God.
This work, properly fpeaking, feems to be nothing more than

a vehicle for the difplay of the author's erudition, of which ic

Uoubtlefs contains a great deal. It is moreover well written,

curious, and rare. Pie alfo wrote Conclufiones theologies,

1609, 4to. and a treatife De fanguine Chrifti, full of profound

difquifition, and citations innumerable. It appeared at Milan,

1617, 4to.

COLMAN (George), was the fon of Thomas Colman, efq.

britifli refident at the court of the grand duke of Tufcany at

Pifa, whofe wife v.'as a filler of t,he countefs of Bath. Mr.
(George Colman vi^as born at Florence about the year 1733,

iind placed at a very early age in Weftminller fchool, where he

lOon diftinguifhed himfelf by the rapidity of his attainments,

and the dawning fplendour of his talents. In 1758 he re-

moved to Chrift-church college, Oxford, where he took the

•degree of M. A. During iiis prpgrefs at Wertminfler, and

while at college, he formed thofe literary conneclions with

whom he remained in friendlhip till they feverally dropped off

(the ftage of life. Lloyd, Churchill, Bpnnel Thornton, and

other celebrated wits of a former day, were among the intimate

aflbciates of Mr. Colman, and gave a luilre to his name, by

noticing
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ftotlclng him in fome of their compofitions. Even fo early as

the publication of the Rofciad, Churchill propofed Mr. Colmau
as a proper judge to decide on the pretenfions of the fevcral

candidates for the chair of Rofcius ; and only complains that

he may be thought too juvenile for fo important an award.

Speaking of the propofed judges, who were fupported by the

fuffrages of the public, he fays :

For Colman many ; but ttte peevlfh tongue
Of prudent age found out that he was young.

It was during his refidence at Oxford that he engaged with

his friend Bonnel Thornton, In publilhing the Connoiflcur,

periodical paper, which appeared once a week, and was coH''.

tinned from January, 31, 1754, to September 30, 1756. When
the age of the writers of tliis entertaining mifcellany is con-

fidered, the wit and humour, tlie fpirit, the good fenfe, and
flirewd obfervations on life and manners, with which it abounds,

will excite fome degree of wonder, but will, at the fame time,

evidently point out the extraordinary talents which were after-

wards to be more fully difplayed in the Jealous Wife and the

Clandeftine JN'Iarriage.

When he came to London, the recommendation of his

friends, or his choice, but probably the former, induced him
to fix upon the law for his profeihon, and he was received

with great kindnefs by lord Bath, who feemed to mark him for

the object of his patronage : a clrcumftance that gave rife to

the fufpicion that his lordlhip had a natural bias in favour of

young Colman. He was entered of the fociety of Lincoln's-

inn, and in due feafon called to the bar. He attended there a

very fliort time, though, from the frequency of his attendance

on the courts, we mull conclude that it was not for want of

encouragement that he abandoned the profcffion. It is reafon-

able to fuppofe that he felt more pleafure in attending to the

mule than to briefs and reports ; and it will therefore excite

no furprife, that he took the earlielt opportunity of relinquifh-

ing purfuits not congenial to his tafle. Apollo and Littleton,

fays Wycherley, feldom meet in the fame brain. At this period

Lloyd addreffed to him a very pleafant poem on the importance

of his profelhon, and the feducements to which he was liable,

on account of his attachment to the fifters of Helicon. His
iirft poetical performance is a copy of verfes addreffed to his

coufin lord Pulteney, written in the year 1747, while he was
yet at Weftmlnller, and hnce in the St. James's Magazine, a

work publiflied by his unfortunate friend Robert Lloyd ; in

conjuncbion with vi^hom he wrote the bePc parodies of modern
times, the odes to Oblivion and Obfcurity. In the year 1760,
his firil dramatic piece, Tolly Honeycomb, was aded at

Drury-
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Druvy-Ianc, with great fuccefs. For feveral years before, the

comic mufe fecmcd to have abandoned the ilage. No comedy
Jiad been produced at either theatre fmce the year 1751, when
Aloore's Gil Bias was with difficuhy performed nine nights.

At length, in the beginning of the year 1761, three difFerenC

authors were candidates for public favour in the fame walk,

almolt at the fame time, viz. Mr. Murphy, who exhibited

the Way to l<.eep him j Mr. Macklin, the Married Liber-

tine ; and Mr. Colman, the Jealous Wife. The former and
latter of thefe wtre mod fuccefsful, and the latter in a much
higher degree. Indeed, when the excellent performance of

Meilrs. Garrick, Yates, O'Brien, King, Palmer, Moody, with
ivlrs Pritchard, CHve, and Mifs Pritchard are recolle6le<l, it

would have fliewn a remarkable want of tafte in the town, not

to have followed, as they did, this admirable piece, with the

greateft cagernefs and perfeverance.

In July i76-j,lord Bath died, and left Mr. Colman a very com-
fortable annuity, though far lefs than had been expe6led, owing,

it was faid, to fome little difference that had arifen between
them juft before the death of that nobleman : however, he nov/

found himfelf in circumllances fully fufficient to enable him
to follow the bent of his genius. The firll publication which
lie produced, after this event, was a tranflation of the come-
dies of Terence, in the execution of which he refcued that

•author from the hands of his former tallclefs and ignorant

tranflators.

The fueceHbr of lord Bath, general Pukeney, died in 1767 ;

•and Mr. Colman found himfelf alfo remembered in his will by
a fecond annuity, which confirmed the independency of his for-

tune. He fecrns however to have felt no charms in an idle

iifej as, about the year 1768, Mr. Beard, being incapable of

bearing any longer the fatigues of a theatrical life, and wifliing

to retire from the management of Covent-garden theatre, dif-

-pofed of his property in that houfe to Meflrs. Colman, Harris,

Powell, and Rutherford. Thefe gentlemen carried on the mar
nagement conjointly; but, in a (liort time, Mr. Colman appear-

ing to afpire to a greater authority than the other patenteesj

excepting Mr. Powell, were difpofed to grant, Mr. Colman,
after' a fevere literary contcrt:, which was publifhed, fold his

liiare, and retired. Soon after, Mr. Foote, then proprietor of

the Haymarket theatre, having been induced to withdraw from
the ftage, difpofed of his theatre to Mr. Colman for a hand-

fome annuity, which lie did not long enjoy. On his death,

Mr. Colm.Mi obtained the licenfe •, and, from that period,

conducted the theatre with great judgment and affiduity, occa-

fionally fupplying many dramas from his own fancy, as well as

«rany pleafant tranflations from the fvench. To Aigacity iu

difpoveving
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tilfcoverlng the talents of liis performers, lie joined the inclina-

tion and ability to difphiy them with every advantage- To
him Mr. Hendcrfon, Mify Farren, Mrs. Bannillcr, Mifs George,

I\Irs. Wells, and in fome meafure Mr. Edwin (whofe comic

powers had been buried a whole feafon under Mr. Foote's

management), befides fome others, owed their introduction t(i

a London audience ; and the great improvements made by

Mr. Pahner, Mr. Pnrfons, ^vc. bore witnefs to the judgment
and indultry of their director.

While Mr. Colman was thus fliewing his attention to the

theatre, he did not entirely negledl his clalhcal lludies. He
gave the public a new tranOation of Horace's art of poetry,

accompanied with a commentary, in which he produced a ne\r

fyftem to explain that very diflicult poem. In oppofition to Dr.

Hurd, he fuppofes, " that one of the fons of Pifo, undoubtedly

the elder, had either written or meditated a poetical work,

niofl: probably a tragedy ; and that he had, with tlie knowledge

of the family, communicated his piece, or intention to Horace ;

but Horace, either difapproving of the work, or doubting of

the poetical faculties of the elder Fifo, or both, wiihed to

difluade him from all thoughts of publication. With this

view he formed the dehgn of writing this epillle, addrefTuig

it with a courtlinefs and delicacy perfectly agreeable to his ac-

knowledged character, indifferently to the whole f:;mily, the

father and his two fons : Epiltola ad Pifones de arte poctica."

This hypothesis is fupported with much learning, ingenuity,

and modefty •, and if not fully eftablifhed. Is at leaii as well en-

titled to applaufe as that adopted by the bilhop of Worcefter.

On the publication of the Horace, the biflrop faid to Dr. Dou-
glas :

*' Give my compliments to Colman, and thank him fur

the handfonie manner in which he has treated me, and tell him,
that / think he is right"

Some time about the year 1790 Mr. Colman had a ftroke of

the palfy, which nearly deprived him of the ufe of one fule

of his body ; and in a fhort time afterwards he gave evident

(igns of mental derangement ; in confequence of which, he
was placed under proper management at Faddington, and the

condudl: of the theatre was vefted in his fon. He died the 14th

of Atiguft 179J.. Mr. Colman, as a fcholar, holds a very re--

fpe6lable rank \z may be feen by his tranflations of Horace's

art of poetry, . nd of the comedies of Terence; and his man-
ners were as pleafing as his talents were refpecliible [a].

COLOINJ-

[a] The fcilcivinj \^ a lift of the fe- Honeycomb., T7C0. 2. The Jealou:, Wie,
v«ral works for which llie britifh drama is !;6i. 3. Th- JVIufiiii Lady, 176,1.

uiJcuteJ to Mr. C-iinai;, with the Jates 4. I'hilafter aUereJ, i ;6j. c, 'Jhs Dcucn
•*h«E ihsy refpsdive'.y appeateJ : j. Fully is in him, i"t^. t A >"!';.! i;r-.M'.-t
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COLOMBIERE (Claude dk la), a famous jefuit, born at

St. Symphorien, two leagues from Lyons, acquired great re-

putation in the company by his extraordinary talents in the

pulpit. Ke was preacher for two years at the court of James II.

of England, who liftened to his fermons with great pleafure,

and, as it is faid by the rom.aniftsj with edification •, but, falling

under the fufpicion, though not convi£led, of being concerned

in a confplracy, he was baniflied .England, and betook himfelf

to Parai, in the Charolois, where he died, at the age of 41,
the 15th of February 1682. It was he who, in conjun£lion

with Marie- Alacoque, gave a form to the celebration of the fo-

lemnity of the heart of Jefus, and compofed an office for the

occafion. The firft inventor of this rite, however, was Thomas
Goodwin, prefident of Magdalen college, Oxford [b], an ar-

minian, who excited great notice in England, in the middle of

the laft century, by his afcetical and theological writings. His
book intituled Cor Chrifti in ccelis erga peccatores in terris,

printed in the year 1649, comprifes the whole fyitem of this de-

votion ; and was intended to promote the fpread of it in Eng-
land. The jefuit La Colombiere, whg was fent to London as

confefTor and preacher to the duchefs of York, afterwards

queen, found there a numerous feci, who, after Goodwin's ex-

ample, paid adoration to the fleflily heart of Jefus, as the

fymbolical image of divine love. Fie was aftoniftied at the no-

velty of fo ravifhing a devotion, which had' fo long efcaped

the fertile invention of his fraternity ; and carried it in a kind

of triumph, as formerly Csefar Caligula did his fpolia oceani,

back with him to France ; there to plant it in a more happy
foil, where, under the influence of heavenly vifions and miracles,

it ftruck deep root, and, by a legion of apoftles, v.'as propagated

through the four quarters of the world. At Parai-le-monial,

in the province of Burgogne, in the convent of the vifitation,

there lived at that time a nun of the name of Marie Alacoque,

who,In her heavenly vifions, had frequently the happinefs of con-

verfing familiarly with Chrift. The fame of her fanclity was
fpread throughout all France. Even the renowned defender of

the bull Unigenitus, John Jofcph Languet, afterwards archbilhop

Night's Dream, altered. 1-63. -. A Iii.'.e, 1776. 21. Wew Brooms, 1776.
Fairy Tale, 1764. 8. The Cbndeftiiie 22. The Spanifii Barber, 1777. 23. The
Marriage, 1766. 9. The Englifli Mer- Fcnule Chevalier, altered, 1778. 24,

chant, 1767. 10. King Lear altered, 1 76S. Bonducn, alitied, 1778. 2 r. The Suicide,

II. The Oxonian in Town, 1769. la. 177S. 26. The Separate Maintenance,

ManandWite, 1760- 13. The Portrait, I7"<). 27. The Manager in Diltrefs, a

1770. 14. The Fairy Prince, 177 r. pielude, 17S0.

15.Comus altered, 1772. 16. Achilles [b] Under Cromwell, with whom this

in petticoats, altered, 1774. 17'. '1 he fanatic was in high favour. Under
Man of Bufinefs, 1774. iS. Ejiicene, or Charles II. he was turned out of that

the Silent Woman, altered, 1776. 19. place.

The Spleen, 1776, 20. Occ.ifional pre-

of
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of Sens, who vouchfafed to favour the celebrated Bofluct with

his elleem, was an ardent admirer of this holy fanatic, and

publiflied a very circumllantial account of her life, 1729, 4:0.

a tranilation of which, in italian, appeared afterwards at Venice

and Rome. It is furprifing how any man of fenfe could put

together, and commit to writing, fuch a farrago of hlly, ri-

diculous fluff, even for his contemporaries, not to fay for po-

flerity. But he was a great ftickler for the jefuits, who were

ufing thefe pious mummeries of the nun for promoting their

own interefts. In a vifion the fon of God demanded her heart.

She offered it to him : he took it vifibly out of lisr bread, in-

clofed it in his own, and then gave it her back, as a pledge of

his love, with thefe vi'ords : " Henceforth thou fhalt be the be-

loved of my heart." In another vilion Chrifl fliewed her the

fouls in purgatory ; among whom flie faw fome who had no

other token of predeftlnation upon them, than that in all their

lives they had never hated God. A¥ith fuch farces, wherein

the jefuits often peep from behind the fcenes, the book of the

vifions of this nun is filled. The jefuits made choice of this ex-

cellent inftrument for nurfmg the glorious fcions which

father la Colombiere, for the falvation of the wo^ld, had

brought M^ith him Out of England. In the year 1674 fhc

mounted the flage with this facred farce. Her divine bride-

groom appeared "to her, {hewed her his fond alFeftionate heart,

and told her that he was determined, in thefe lad days, to

pour out all the treafures and abundance of his love on thofe

faithful fouls who would devote themfelves to an efpecial adora-

tion of his heart ; and commanded her to acquaint father la

Colombiere, his fervant, that he Ihould inflitute a yearly feftival

to his heart, propagate this devotion with all his might, and

announce* to fuch as fliould dedicate themfelves to it, the aflur-

ancc of their predeftlnation to eternal life. The jefuits imme-

diately and zealoudy complied with the celeftial mandate.

There appeared at once in all quarters of the world, and in

all languages, an innumerable fwarm of publications, manuals,

copper-plates, and medals, wltli hearts decorated with crowns

of thorns, with lambent flames, tranfpiercing fwords, or other

fymbolical ImprefTes. They dillributed fcapularies to be worn

day and night upon the breaft, and tickets to be fwallowed for

driving out fevers. In all Spain there was not a nun who
had not a prefent from the jefuits of a heart cut out of red

cloth, to be v/orn next the ikih. In every catholic city and

town, in all parts of the world, fraternities were ereded,

paflion-mafTes and nine-day devotions were inllituted to the

honour of tlic heart of Jcfus; and panegyrical fermons de-

livered, exhorting the faithful to augment their zeal. The
profelvtes muit vow, before the holy facrament'of the altar, an

eternal
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eternal fidelity to the heart of Jefiis ; nnd every foul v/rs'

ninde relponfible for the increafe and growth of this new de-

votion ; nay, the difplay of a burning zeal for making profelytes

was regarded as the peculiar chara61:eriftic of the true wor-
ihipper of the heart [c]. This devotion was reprefented

in their fermons and writings, as a necellary means to the

enjoyment of a blifsful hereafter : it was no wonder, then,

that the partifans of this devotion were in a {hort time as

numerous in all catholic chrillendom as the fands of the

fea. The biOiops approved and conhrmed the brotherhoods,

and confecrated churches, altars, and chapels, erecled to

the promotion of this enthufiafm. Kings and queens pre-

ferred petitions to the papal throne, that a proper olfice

might be appointed in the, breviary and choir, and a pecu-

liar mafs for the folemnization of the anniverfary ; and
even at Rome fraternines arofe and flouriflied that devoted

themfelves to the worfliip of the heart of Jcfus. In recom-
mendation of it the jefuits were not wanting either in prophe-

cies or miracles ; among the foremoll of whom was la Colom-
biere, who had an excellent taite in his compofitions, and a no-

ble delivery in the pulpit. His mafterly eloquence difplays it-

felf even along the extreme fimplicity of his llyle, as we are

told by the abbe Trublet, fpeaking of his fermons, publifhed at

J^yons 1757, in 6 volumes 1 2mo. He had an impetuous and
lively imagination, and the warmth of his heart appears through

all his difcourfes : it is the undtion of pere Cheminais, only

more ardent and glowing. When he fpeaks of the love of

God he feems infpired. All his fermons breathe the moil

gentle, and at the fame time the moft fervent piety : he has

been equalled by few in the art of afFefting his hearers, and

no enthralaft ever fell lefs into the familiar. The celebrated

X'atru, his friend, fpeaks of him as the bell: ilcilled of his time in

the refinements and niceties of the french language. There
are like wife by him. Moral refletlions, and Spiritual letters.

COLOMIES, or COLOMESIUS (Paul), a learned french

proterlant, was born at Rochcllc in 1638 ; and educated with

great care by his father, who was a phyiician. After having

traverfed France and Holland, he withdrew to England, at

the foUicitation of Ifaac Voihus, then canon of Windfor ; and

died at London in 169?.. 1 he republic oF letters owes many
iifsful works to him, as, i. Gallia Oricntalis, reprinted at

Hamburg, 1709, in .-jto, under the care of the learned Fabri-

cius ; and containing an account of fuch French as wer®

learned in the oriental languages. 2. Hifpania & ItaUa Orien-

["c] For more on this fubjeft the reader 2 voh.Svo, Dcbrett, 170;;, from wlience

js reU/.is'i to " Varieties ot Litei-^tute," this accoiiiu i» pArtly taken.

talis.
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talis. In the fame way. 3. Bibliotheque Cholfie : reprinted

at Paris, 17311 with notes of M. de la Monnoyc. This is an
ufeful work, and of great erudition. 4. Theologorum Prefby-

terianorum Icon. Here he fhews his attachment to epifcopacy
;

for whicli he is pulled to pieces by Jurieu (who had yet not

half his candour and impartiality) in a book intituled, De I'efprit

d'Arnauld. 5. Des opufcules'critiques & hiitoriques, collected

and publifhed in 1709 by Fabricius. 6. Melanges hiftoriques,

&c. 7. La vie du pere Sirmond, &c.

COLONNA (Fabio), was born at Naples in 1567, to Jerome,
the natural fon of the cardinal Pompeio (,'olonna. He devoted

himfelf from his youth to the purfuit of natural hiilory, and
particularly to that of plants. He ftudied them in the writings

of the antients ; and, by his indefatigable application, brought
to light, from under the errata wica vviiich the manufcripts

abounded, what would have remained hid from every other

refearcher, lefs penetrating, lefs unremittingly laborious. The
languages, mufic, mathematics, dra.vi ig, painting, optics, the

civil and canon law, filled up the moments which he did not
bellow on botany. The works he publidied in the laft> men-
tioned department were confidered as mafterpieces previous to

the appearance of the labours of the latter botanifls. We are

indebted to him for, i. Plantarum aliquot ac pifcium hiftoria,

1592, 4to, accompanied wltli copper-plates, as fame fay by the

author himfelf, executed with much exailnefs. The method
he follows was highly applauded. There is an edition of Milan,

1744, 4to, not fo valuable as the former. 2. Minus cognitarum
rariorumque ftirpium defcriptio; itemque de aquatilibas, aliifque

nonnuUis animalibus libellus, Rome, 16 16, 2 parts in 4to.

This work, which may be confidered as a fequel to the forego-

ing, was received with equal applaufe. The author, in defcrib-

ing feveral fingular plants, compares them with the fame
plants, as they are found in the books of the antients and the mo-
dems. This comparifon afFoi-ds him frequently an opportunity

of exerting a judicious critique in oppofition to Matthiolo,

Diofcorides, Theophrallus, Pliny, &c. The author publifhed

a fecond part, at the foUicitation of the duke of Aqua-Sparta,
who had been much pleafed with the former. The impreffion

was entrufted to the printer of the academy of the Lyncaei, a

fociety of literati, formed by that duke, and principally em-
ployed in the ftudy of natural hiftory. This fociety, which
fubfifted only till 1630, that is, till the death of its illufi:rious

patron, was the motlel on which all the others in Europe were
formed. GaHleo, Porta, AchiUini, and Colonna, were fome of
its ornaments. 3. A diflertation on the Gloflbpetrse, in latin^

to be found with a work of Auguftine Scilla, on marine fub-

ftances, RomCj 1647, 4^°- 4* ^^^ ^'^^ concerned in the american
Vol. IV. ' M plant*
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plants of Hernandez, Rome, 165 1, fol. fig. 5. A dlflertation

on the Porpura, in latin ; a piece much efteemed, but become
fcarce, was reprinted at Kiel, 1675, 4to, with notes by Daniel

Major, a german phyfician. The firll edition is of 16 16, 4to.

COLONNA (Francisco Maria Pompeio), an able philofo-

pher, left feveral curious works, of which the principal is.

The natural hiftory of the Univerfe, 1734, 4 vols. i2mo. He
perifhed in a fire which burnt the houfe he lived in at Paris,

in 1726.

COLRANE (Henry Harf, lord baron of), defcended from
John, younger brother to fir Nicholas Hare, baronet, mafter of

the rolls, and privy-counfellor to Henry VIII. (both fons to

Nicholas Hare of Homersfield in the county of Suffolk, the

elder branch being feated at Stow Bardolph in Norfolk) was
born at Blechingley, in Surry, May 10, 1693; educated at

Enfield, under Dr. Uvedale, who had alfo the honour of edu-
cating, among many other eminent men, the late earl of Hun-
tingdon and fir Jeremy Sr.mbrooke, Bart. After the death of

his grandfather, Hugh lord Colrane, in 1708, he fucceeded to

the title, and was admitted a gentleman commoner of Corpus
Chrirti college Oxford, under the tuition of Dr. Rogers, who
aftervi-ards married Lydia, one of his lordfliip's fillers [d].

A lyric poem by lord Colrane appeared in the " Academiar
Oxonienfis Comitia Philologica, 1713," and in the " Mufae
Anglicanse," vol. iii. p. 3015, under the title of Mufarum oblatio

ad reginam." Dr. Bafil Keunet, who fucceeded Dr. Turner in

the prefidency of that fociety, infcribed to his lordfhip an

cpiftolary poem on his prcdeceffor's death. He was a great

proficient in the learned languages, particularly the greek j and

eminently verfed in hiftory, both civil and ecclefiallical. He
was grand mafter of the fociety of free-mafons, and had made
the tour of Italy three times j the fecond time with Dr. Con-
yers Middleton, about 1723, in which he made a noble colledlion

of prints and drawings of all the antiquities, buildings, and

pidiures in Italy ; given after his deceafe to Corpus Chrifti

college. 1 he elleem in which he was held by the literati pro-

cured him admittance into the Republica Literaria di Arcadia,

and the particular intimacy of the marquis Scipio Maffei ; who
afterwards vifited him at his anrient manor and feat at Totten-

ham in Middlefex. His lordfhip died at Bath, Aug. 4, 1749;
and was buried in the family vault at Tottenham, built, with

the vellry, by his grandfather. His very valuable coUedion of

[aJ See the account of Dr. Rogers, who died a (ingle man, and gave ao,oo~l.

crefixed to his XIX Sermons, p.23> to the ufe of poor clergymen's widows.

—

^1.— In the introdudion to the Archseo- Another of lord Colrane's fiftws was mar-
logia, it is faid by mifta'r.e that this lady riej to Mr. Knigkt.

vas married to Dr. Tur.^e^, thepreiident,

printf
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prints relative to englifli antiquities, with a portrait of him
when a young man by Richardfon, were obtained after his

deaili by Mr. Henry Baker for the fociety of antiquaries.

His books were fold to T. Oiborne, who detained fome of the

family papers, which were with difficulty recovered from him.

The pictures, bronzes, marble tables, urns, vafes, and other

antiquities, were fold by audlion, March 13 and 14, 1754, for

904I. 13s. 6d. The coins, it is fuppofed, were difpofed of

privately. His natural and only daughter, Henrietta Rofa Pe-

regrina, born in Italy, and afterwards naturalized, was married

in 1764 to James Townfend, efq. alderman of Biihopfgate ward,

who in her right enjoyed the extenfive manor of Tottenham,

and repaired the family feat, commonly called Bruce-caiile from

having antiently belonged to the Bruces earls of Huntingdon^

which had been confiderably modernized in the clofe of the laft

century.

COLSTON (Edward), a perfon ever memorable for his

benefaftions and charities, was the eldeft fon of William Col-

fton, efq. an eminent fpanifh merchant in Briftol, and born in

that city Nov. 2, 1636. He was brought up to trade, and re-

fided fome time in Spain -, as did alfo his brothers, tn'o of

w^hom were inhumanly murdered there by aflaffins. He in-

herited a handfome fortune fi-om his parents, which received

continual additions from the fortunes of his brethren; all of

whom, though numerous, he furvived. This family fubflance

he increafcd immenfely by trade ; and having, as we would
willingly hope, no near relations, he difpofed of a great part of

it in a(£ts of charity and beneficence. In 1691 he built upon
his own ground, at the charge of about 2500I. St. Michael's-

hill alms-houfes in Brillol; and endowed them with lands,

whofe yearly rent amounts to 282I. 3s. 4d. The fame year

he gave houfes and lands, without Temple-g;\te in that city, to

the fociety of merchants for ever, towards the maintenance of

fix poor old decayed failors, to the yearly value of 24I. In

169b he purchafed a piece of ground in Temp'e-ftreet in the

fame city, and built at his own charge a fchool' and dwelling-

houfe for a mafter, to inflruft 40 boys, who are alfo to be

clothed, inftru6ted in writing, arithmetic, and the church-cate-

chifm. The eftate given for this charity amounts to 80I.

yearly, clear of all charges. lu !702 he gave 500I. towards

rebuilding queen Elizabeth's hofpital on the College-green in

Briftol ; and for the clothing and educating of fix boys there,

appropriated an eftate of 60I. a year, clear of charges, befules

lol. for placing out the boys apprentices. In 170b he fettled

his great benefaction of the hofpital of .^t. Auguftin in Eriftol,

confifting of a mafter, two ufhers, and 100 boys ; for the main-
tenance of which boys, he gave an eftate of 138I. 15s. b^d.

M 2 a year.
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a year. The charge of firfl: fetting up this hofpltal, and mak-
ing it convenient for the purpofe, amounted, it is faid, to

about I i,oool. He gave alfo 61. yearly to the minifter of All-

Saints in Briftol, for reading prayers every Monday and
Tuefday morning throughout the year, and il. a year to the

clerk and fexton : alfo 61. a year for ever, for a monthly fermon

and prayers to the prifoners in Newgate there ; and 20I. yearly

for ever to the clergy beneficed in that city, for preaching 14
fermons in the time of Lent, on fubjefts appointed by himfelf.

The fubjefts are thefe : The lent faft ; againft atheifm and
infidelity, the catholic church; the excellence of the church

of England ;"the powers of the church •, baptifm ; confirmation ;

confeflion and abfolution *, the errors of the church of Rome -,

enthufiafm and fuperflition ; reilitution ; frequenting the di-

vine fervice •, frequent communion j the paflion of our blelTed

Saviour. He bellowed, laftly, upwards of 2000I. in occafional

charities and benefadions to churches and charity-fchools, all

within the city of Briftol. Let us proceed now to enumerate,

in the fame general way, what he beftowed elfewhere. In the

firft place, then, he gave 6000I. for the augmentation of 60
fmall livings, the ditlribution of which was to be after this

manner. Any living that was entitled to queen Anne's bounty

might have this too, on condition that every parifli, which did

receive this, fhould be obliged to raife lool. to be added to the

I col. raifed by Coifton : and many livings have had the grant

of this bounty. He gave to St. Bartholomew's hofpital in

London 2000I. with which was purchafed an eftate of lOol.

a year, which is fettled on that hofpital ; and he left to the

fame, by will, 500I. To Chrift's Hofpital, at feveral times,

I cool, and ioool. more by will. To the hofpitals of St. Thomas
and Bethlehem, 500I. each. To the workhoufe without Bi-

(liopfgate, 200I. To the fociety for propagating the gofpel

in foreign parts, 300I. He built an alms-houfe for fix poor

people at Shene in Surry, and left very handfome legacies to

Mortlake in the fame county, where he died : that is, he gave

45I. yearly, to be continued for 12 years after his death, for

clothing and educating 12 boys and 12 girls in that place ; and

alfo 85I. he being fo many years old, to 85 poor men and

women there, to each il. to be diflributed at the time of his

deceafe. He gave lool. per annum, to be continued for 12

years after his death, and to be diftributed by the direction ef

his executors : either to place out every year ten boys appren-

tice*^, or to be given towards the fetting up ten young tradef-

men, to each lol. He gave likewife to 18 charity-fchools in

feveral parts of England, and to be continued to them for 12

years after his death, to each fchool yearly 5I. Finally, he gave

towards building a church at Mandiefter in Lancafhirev2ol.

and
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and towards the building of a church at Tiverton in Devon-
fliire, 50I.

Befides thefe known and public benefa£lions, he gave away
every year large fums in private cliarities, for many years to-

gether ; and the preacher of his funeral fermon gives us to un-
derftand, that thefe did not fall much ihort of his public. We
have no encouragement to fay to our reader, " Go and do thou
likewife ;" there being fo very few, if any, whofe fituation and
circumllances will permit them to imitate Colfton even in

the moil diftant degree. But if there Vere ever fo many, we
fhould not perhaps be fo forward to advife them to imitate him :

not that we do not think as highly as pofTible of atls of charity

and benevolence, but then we muft own ourfelves fully per-

fuaded, that charity-fchools and elfablifliments, when once they

grow numerous, are apt to produce the very evils they are de-

ligned to remedy ; and often, we fear, inftead of preventing

indigence and mifery, are no fmall encouragements to that

flothful and extravagant way of life which leads direftly to

them. Money fquandered away in great fums, however it may
evince the generofity of the giver, generally does more harm
than good to the receiver. Much delicacy and judgment arc

required to difpofe of gratuities fo as to make the parties re-

lieved the better for them. Colfton feems to have pofTefied no
fmall (hare of this judgment; for, among other inftances of it,

one may be noted in his not giving any thing to common beg-
gars. This he never did ; but he always ordered, that poor
houfe-keepers, fick and decayed perfons, Ihould be fought out as

the fitteft objects of his charity. We muft not forget to ob-
ferve, that though charity was this gentleman's fhining virtue,

yet he poflefled other virtues in an eminent degree. He was a

perfon of great temperance, meeknefs, evennefs of temper,
patience, and mortification. He always looked cheerful and
pleafant, was of a peaceable and quiet difpofition, and remark-,

ably circumfpedl: in all his adions. Some years befor.^ his de-
ceafe, he retired from budnefs, and came and lived at London,
and at Mortlake in Surry, where he had a country feat. Here
he died Oct. 1 1, 1721, almoft 85 ; and was buried in the church
of All faints, Briftol, where a monument is erected to his me-
mory, on which are enumerated his public charities, mentioned

"

in this article. His funeral fermon was preached by Dr. Har-
court, and printed at London the fame year.

COLUMBUS (Christopher), a Genoefe, and famous in

hiftory for being the difcoverer of America, was born in 144.2.

Ferdinand his fon, to whom we ai'e chiefly obliged for this ac-
count of him, would fuggeft to us, that he was defcended
from an antient and confiderable family ; but it is generally

believed, that his father was a woolcomber, and that he himfelf

M 3 was
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was of the fame trade too, till, by having been at fea, he had ac-

quired a tafte for navigation. In his early years he appUed him-

felf fo much to the ftudy of geometry and aftronomy at Pavia,

as was necefl'ary to underftand cofmography : and becaufe he

thought that he fhould not even yet be perfeft in this art, un-

lefs he was a painter too, therefore he learnt to draw, in order

to defcribe lands, and fet down cofmographical bodies, plains or

rounds. He had gained vaft experiences from many and long

voyages into feveral parts of the v/orld, when he refolved to lay

before the king of Portugal, under whofe government he lived,

a plan for the difcovery of a new world : for he had firmly

perfuaded himfelf, by reafons of various kinds, though fome fay

he had the hint from a pilot called Andaluza, that there muft

be large and habitable countries in the weftern ocean. But the

king, though he liftened to Columbus, gave him no great encou-

rajement, either becaufe it was not convenient for him to furnilh

out fliipping at that time, or becaufe perhaps he looked upon

this projedl as very extravagant and vifionary. He then applied

himfelf to Ferdinand and Ifabel of Spain, with whom he fuc-

ceeded abundantly better j for though their ecclefiailical court-

fellors, whom they appointed to take cognizance of his fcheme,

oppofed it by a'ledging the improbability of Columbus's dif-

covering what fo many ikilful failors, in fo many thoufand

years, had not difcovered, and by urging the authority of St,

Auflin, who, in his '* City of God," had denied and pronounced

impoITible, that there fhould be any fuch thing as antipodes, or

Bny going out of one hemifphere into another, yet their majefties

confented at laft to furnifh him with three caravels and a proper

number of men. With thefe he fet out from Gomera, Sept 6,

1492, which, as his fon fays, may be accounted the firll day of

his fetting out upon his voyage for the ocean, though hchad
fet out from Granada the 1 2th of May preceding. He failed

weftward till Oct. 12, when he difcovered the iflands, and

landed at the Guana bay, one of the Lucca iflands.

The Indians were altonidied at the light of the fhips, be-

lieving them to be fome living creatures, and were impatient

to know what they were ; nor were the Europeans lefs hafty

to know them, vvhofe curiofity however was (oon f^itisfied by.

their going on fhore, and taking poflefiion of the ifland in the

ufual forms. After this Columbus departed from this idand,

and went to difcover others, among which were Cuba and Hifpa-

niola. He now grew impatient to acquaint Ferdinand with the

happy fuccefs of his navigation ; and therefore fet out for Spain,

where he arrived after a voyage of 50 days, in May 1493.

When he iiad acquainted the council with the means of con-

quering thefe rich provinces, they refolved to fend him back in

quality of admiral of the Indies, and allowed him all the privi-
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kgeshc would defire. The king ennobled him and all his pof-

terity, and gave him for arms a fea Argent and Azure, fix

iflands Or, under the cope of Caftile and Leon, the world as

ireft, and thefe words,

Por Caftilla, y por Leon,
Itala puevo'monde halto Colon.

Accordingly he failed again with a powerful fleet to the In-

dies, where he difcovered more iflands, and Jamaica amongft
' them ; made many fettlements, and fome conqueils. But envy
now began to work agninll him, and malicious fianderers were
taking the advantage of his abfenct, to make impreflions upon
the king to his prejudice and difhoaour, by giving him falfe in-

formation about the affairs of the Lidies. This obliged Colum-
bus to fet fail again for Spain, which he did March io, 1496,
and arrived on the coafts of it June 8, after making fome ftay at

the iflands in his road. May 1498, he made another voyage,

when he difcovered Paria, which was the firfl: difcovery he
made on the continent. Here he may be faid to have fulfilled

that famous prophecy of Seneca, who, in the chorus of his

JVledea, fpeaks thus

:

Venieiit annis

ScEcula fen's, qiiibus ocean us

Vincula reriim laxet, & ingens

Pateat tellus, Typhyfque novas

Detcgat orbes, nee fit tcrris

Ultima Thulc.

that is, " Late pofterity fliall fee the time, when the wefteru

ocean fhill not be the bounds of all things; but a vaft conti-

nent fhall appear, a new world be difcovered, nor fhall Thule
be any longer the remoteft region of the earth."

061. 1500, he was, upon the ftrength of falfe and malicious

informations, apprehended and fent to Spain in irons; but pre-

fently clearing liimfelf to the king, he fet out in queft of more
new lands. After innumerable perils by land and by water, he
returned to Spain, where he died in May 1506. He was bu-

ried, by the king's order, magnificently in the cathedral at Se-

ville ; and had this epitaph cut on his tomb, in memory of his

renowned aftions and difcovery of the Indies

:

A Cuftilla, ya Leon
Nucvo mundo dio Colon.

^ hat is,

Columbus gave Caftile and
Leon a new world.

ForColumbus was in reality the difcoverer of America, altliough
'

INT ^ it
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it took its name from Americus Vefputius, who, by the en-

couragement of Emanuel king of Portugal, made in 1497 fom.e

additional difccveries to thofe of Columbus.
COLUMBUS (Realdus), an Italian anatomical author, was

anative of CremonS. He flouridied about the year 1544, and
was intimate with Vefalius, whofe public ledlures he had fre-

quently an opportunity of hearing. He is charged by fome
with want of gratitude to Vefalius, from whom he is faid to

have ftclen every thing that is valuable in his own works : but

others maintain, that he had a clearer idea of the parts than Ve-
fiilius, and defcribed them more accurately j and it is certain

that his latin is very pure.

COLUMBUS (Don Bartholomew), brother of Chrifto-

pher, acquired a reputation by the fea-charts and the fpheres,

which he made in a fuperior manner, for the time in which he

lived. He had pafled from Italy to Portugal before his bro-

ther, whofe tutor he had been in cofmography. Don Ferdi-

nand Columbus, his nephew, fays, that his uncle having em-
barked for London, was taken by a corfair, who carried him
into an unknown country, where he was reduced to the cxtre-

inity of diftrefs, from which he delivered himfelf by making
charts for navigation ', and, having amafled a confiderable fum
of money, he went to England, prefented to the king a map of

the world in his own method, explained to him the plan his

brother had formed of ftriking much farther forward on the

ocean than had ever yet been done : that the prince entreated

him to invite over Chriflopher, promifing to defray the whole

expence of the expedition ; but that the latter could not come,

becaufe he had already entered into an engagement with the

crown of Caftile. Part of this Ttory, and efpecially the propo-

fal made to the king of England, fecms totally without founda-

tion. Hcwever this be, it is certain that Bartholomew had a

fharein the bounty bellowed on Chriftopher by the king of Caf-

tile ; and in 1493 thefe two brothers, and Diego Columbus,

who was the third, were ennobled. Don Bartholomew under-

went with Chriftopher the fatigues and dangers infepafable

from fuch long voyages as thofe in which they both engaged,

and built the town of St. Domingo. He died in 15 14, pciiefTcd

of riches and honours.

COLUMELLA, a latin writer, of whom nothing is known,

fave that he fiourifl.eu under the reman emperor Claudius,

about the year of ChriO 4.2 ; and hath left us lome bcoks upon

agriculture, and a " T rtatife upon trees." Tliefe works are

curious and valuable, as wtll for their matter as flyle ; for Co-

lumella's is not very remote t:cm the latin of the auguftan age.

They have ufually been publiilicd with the ••' Scriptores de re

ruflica."

9 COLUM-
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COLUMN A fCuY), a native of MefTina In Sicily, followed
Edward 1. into England, on his return from the holy land.

About the year 1287 he compiled a chronicle in 36 books, and
wrote feveral hiftorical tra£ts in relation to England. Colum-
na's moft curious work is, The hillory of the fiege of Troy,
in latin, printed at Cologne in 1477, 4.to. and at Strafbourg

i486, fol. Thefe editions are very fcarce, as are the italian

tranflations 1481, Venice, in fol. Florence i6io, 410. but
the edition of Naples 1655, 4to. is not fo rare.

COLUTtlUS, a greek poet, a native of Lycopolis, lived

under the emperor Anaftafms, in the beginning of the vith cen-
tury. Tliere remains a poem of his upon the Rape of Helen,
which was tranflated into french by M. du Molard, in 1742,
with notes. Coluthus lived when all tafte for good poetry
was loft ; and he had not ftrength of genius enough to reftore it,

COLWIL (Alexander). He was born near St. Andrew's
in Fifeftiire, 1620, and educated in the univerfity of Edinburgh,
where he took his degrees of D. D. and was fettled minilter
at Dyfart. In 1662 he complied with the a6l of uniformity,
and was appointed principal of the univerfity of Edinburgh, in
the room of Dr. Leighton, promoted to the fee of Dumblane.
He wrote feveral controverfial trails, moft of which are now-
forgotten ; but that which particularly recommends him to the
notice of the public, is a humorous poem intituled ** Scotch
Hudibras," written in the manner of Sutler. This book gave
great offence to the preftiyterians, but ftill, although little known
in England, yet is now well efteemed in Scotland. He died at
Edinburgh, 1676, aged q8.

COM13EFIS (Francis), a learned dominican, was born ia

1605 ; and diftinguiflied greatly by a penfion, voluntarily of-
fered to him by the clergy of France, as an encouragement to
publifh new editions of the greek fathers. He gave an edition of,

I. Amphilocus, Methodius, Andreas Cretenfis, and other fmall
works of the greek fathers. 2. An addition to the Bibliotheca
Patrum., greek and latin, in 3 vols, folio. He publiftied alfo, 3.
The five greek hiftorians after Theophanes, by way of fupple-
ment to the byzantine hiilorians, in i vol. folio. This is faid
to have been undertaken by order of the minifter Colbert. There
are alfo other works of Combefis, who died in 1679; *' con-
fumed," fays his hiftorian, "by the aufterities of the cloifter, by
the labours of the ftudy, and by the pains of the ftone."

COMBER (Dr. Thomas), a learned divine of the church
of England, was born at Wefterham in Kent, 1645. His pa-
rents do not appear to have been of confiderable note

; yet, as
It feems, were of ability fufiicient to give him a liberal edu-
cation. He was educated in grammar learning at his native
place i and, April 1659, admitted of Sidney-Suf?ex college in

Cambridge.
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Cambridge. He took the degree of B. A. and, May l665,

had Hkewife his grace for M. A. though it does not appear that

he ever completed this degree in the univerfity. He was aifo

created D. D. between 1676 and 1679 -, but as his name does

not occur in the univerfity regiflers, it is fuppofed he had that

degree conferred on him at Lambeth. July 1677, he was made
by archbiftiop Sterne a prebendary in the church of York ; and

January 1684, was alfo collated to the praecentorfliip. Upon
the deprivation of Dr. Granville, he was nominated, April

1691, to fucceed him in the deanery of Durham. He was
chaplain to Anne princefs of Denmark, and to king "William

. and queen Mary, and would probably have been railed higher

in the church if he had lived : but he died, Nov. 25, 1699, and
was buried at Stonegrave in Yorklhire, of which it feems he
was re£l:or.

He was the author of feveral learned works, chiefly relating

to the common-prayer, as, i. A fcholaftical hiftory of the pri-

mitive and general ufe of Hturgies in the chriftian church ; to-

gether with an anfwer to Mr. David Clarkfon's late dikourfe

concerning liturgies, 1690, dedicated to king William and queen

Mary. 2. A companion to the temple •, or, a help to devotion

in the ufe of the common-prayer, 1679, 2 vols. 8vo. 3. A
companion to the altar. 4. A brief difcourfe upon the offices

of baptifm, catechifm, 'and confirmation," printed at the end
of the Companion to the altar, and dedicated to Dr. Tillotfon

then dean of Canterbury. 5. A difcourfe on the occaGonal of-

fices in the common-prayer, namely, matrimony,, vifitation of

the fick, burial of the dead, churching of women, and the

commination. 6. A difcourfe upon the manner and form of

making biflicps, priefts, and deacons, 1699, 8vo •, and dedi-

cated to archbifiiop 1 enifon. 7. Short difcourfes upon the

whole common-prayer, defigned to inform the judgment and

excite the devotion of fuch as daily ufe the fame, 1694, 8vo

;

and dedicated to Anne princefs of Denmark. 8. Roman for-

geries in the councils, during' the four firit centuries : together

with an appendix concerning the forgeries and errors in' the an-

nals of Baronius, 1689, 4to.

There was alfc another Thomas Comber, D. D. who lived in

the fame century, and was of Trinity college in Cambridge.

He was born in Suffex, Jan. 1575 •, admitted fcholar of Tri-

nity college, May 1593 ; chofen fellow of the fame, Ocl.

'597 » preferred to tiie deanery of Carlille, Aug. 1630; and
fworn in mailer of Trinity college, 0£t. 1631. In 1642, he

was impvilbned, plundered, and deprived of all his prefer-

ments ; and died, Feb 1653, at Cambridge. He wrote "An
hiftorical vindicacion of the divine right of tythes," againft Sel-

den's hiflory of tythes, 410.

COME-
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COMENIUS (John Amos), a celebrated gvanimman and
proteftant divine, was born in Moravia in 1 592. Having
itudied in fevcral places, and particularly at Herborn, he re-

turned to his own country in 16.4, ajid was made rector of a

college there. He was ordained ininifter in 1616, and two
years after became paftor of the church of Fulnec : at which
time he was appointed mailer of a fchoui lately ere6ted there.

He had then a great project upon his hands, which was to in-

troduce a new method for teaclnng the languages. He pub-
lifhed fome eflays for this purpofe ifi 1616, and had prepared
other pieces on tlrat fubjecl, which were deftroyed in 1621,
when the Spaniards plundered his library, after having taken

the city. The miuiilers of Bohemia and Moravia being out-

lawed by an edi£l in 1624, and the perfecution growing very

hot the year after, Comenius fled to Lefna, a city of Poland,
and taught latin there. 'I'here he publifhed, in 163T, his book
intituled " Janua linguarum referata," or, " the Gate of lan-

guages unlocked :" of which the following wonderful account,

though he gives it himfelf, is by all allowed to be- true. *' I

never could have imagined/' fays he, " that this little book,
calculated only for children, ihould have met with univerfal ap-
plaufe from the learned. I his has been juftified by the letters £

have received from a great number of learned men of different

countries, in which they highly congratulate me on this new
invention ; as well as by the verHons which have been emu-
loufly made of it into feveral modern tongues. For it has not
only been tranflated into twelve european languages, namely,
latin, greek, bohemian, polilln, german, fwedifli, dutdli, eng-
lifh, french, fpaniih, italian, hungarian-, but likewife into the
afiatic languages, as, arabic, turkifh, perfian, and even the mo-
gul, which is fpoken al! over tlie Kail-Indies."

This book gained Comenius fuch prodigious reputation, that

the governing powers of Sweden wrote to him in 1638, and
offered him a commilTion for new regulating all the fchools in
that kingdom ; which ofler however he did not think proper to

accept, but only promifed to aihll with his advice, thofe who
fhould be appointed to execute that commiffion. He then
t/anflated into latin, a piece which he had written in his native

tongue, concerning tiie new method of inftrudling youth, a
fpecimen of which appeared under the title of " Panfophix
prodromus," that is, " The forerunner of univerfal learning."

This made him confidered as one very capable of reforming the
method of teaching ; and the parliament of England defired

his alRftance to reform the fchools of that kingdom. He ar-

rived at London, Sept. 164 1, and would have been received by
a committee, to whom he might have propofed his plan, if the
parliament had not been taken up too much with other matters.

The
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The civil wars which broke out In England fliewed Comenius
that this was not a junfture favourable to his defigns; he went
therefore to Sweden, whither he had been Invited by Lewis dc
Geer, a gentleman of great merit, who had the public welfare

very much at heart. He arrived there in Auguft 1742, and dif-

courfed with Oxenfliern about his method : the refult of which
conference was, that he fhould go and fix at Elbing in Pruffia,

and compofe it. In the mean tiine Lewis de Geer fettled a
confiderable ftipend upon him, by which means, now delivered

from the drudgery of teaching a fchool, he employed himfelf

wholly in finding out general methods for thofe who inftrutled

youth. He fpent four years at Elbing in this fludy, after which
he returned to Sweden to fhew his compofition. It was ex-

amined by three commiflioners, who declared it worthy of be-

ing made public, after the author Ihould have finifhed it. He
fpent two more years upon it at Elbing, and then was obliged

to return to Lefna. In 1650 he took a journey to the court

of Sigifmund Ragotlki, prince of Tranfilvania ; where a con-

ference was defired with him, in order to reform the method of

teaching in fchools. He gave this prince fome pieces, con-

taining inftrutlions for regulating the college of Patak, pur-r

fuant to the maxims laid down in his Panfophia ; and, during

four years, he was allowed to propofe whatever he pleafed with

regard to the government of that college. After this he re-

turned to Lefna, and did not leave it till it was burnt by the

Poles j of which calamity, as we {hall fee below, Comenius

was charged with being the caufe. He loft there all his ma-
nufcripts, except what he had written on Panfophia, and on

the Revelations. He fled into Sllefia, thence to Brandenburgh,

afterwards to Hamburgh, and laftly to Amllerdam ; where he

met with fo much encouragement, that he was tempted to con-

tinue there for the remainder of his life. He printed there,

in 1657, at the expence of his Maecenas, the different parts of

his new method of teaching. The work is in folio, and di-»

vided into four parts, " The v/hole," fays Bayle, " co(l the au-

thor prodigious pains, other people a great deal of money, yet

the learned received no benefit from it j nor is there, in my
opinion, any thing pradlcaliy ufeful in the hints of that

author.*'

But Comenius was not only Intent upon the reformation of

fchools J
he had filled his brains with prophecies, revolutions,

the ruining of antlchrlil;, the millennium, and fuch like enthu-

fiaftic notions. He had collecSled with prodigious care the chi-

meras of Kotterus, thofe of Chriftiana Poniatovia, and of

Drablclus, and publiflicd them at Amfterdam. Thefe chimeras

promifed miracles to thofe who fliould endeavour to extirpate

the houfe of Auftria and the Pope. Gullavus Adolpbus, and

Charles
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Charles Guftavus, kings of Sweden, Cromwell and Ragotfki,

had been promifed as thofe who fliould accomplifii thofe fplcn-

did prophecies ; to which however the event did not correfpond.

We are told that Comenius, not knowing which way to turn

himfelf, at laft took it into his head to addrefs Lewis XIV. of

France ; that he fent him a copy of Drabicius's prophecies,

and infinuated that it was to this monarch God promifed the

empire of the world, by the downfall of thofe who perfecutcd

Chrift. He wrote fome books at Amfterdam ; one particularly

againft des Marets concerning the millennium. Des Marets an-

iwered him furioufly j pretended to pull off his mafk ; reprc-

fented him more knave than fool ; as a bite and {harper, who,
under religious and other fpecious pretexts, drained the purfes

of thofe who had more money than wit.

Comenius was at laft fenfible of the vanity of his labours, as

we learn from the book he publiflied in 1668 at Amfterdam, in-

tituled, " Unius neceflarii, or, " Of the one thing needful :'*

in which he acquaints us alfo with the refolution he had made,
of employing all his future thoughts wholly on his falvation.

He had better have done fo all along, than bufied himfelf fo

much about the tranfaclions of Europe, in order to difcover re-

volutions ; for it was this which made him an enthufiaft. He
died at Amfterdam, 1671, in his 80th year. Had he lived

much longer, he would have feen the falfity of his prophecies

with regard to the millennium ; for he affirmed, that it would
begin in 1672, or 1673. But fuppofmg he had, does any one
imagine it would have affe£led him ? Not it indeed : enthufiafm

is of an excellent temper, nothing can ruffle it, or put it out of
countenance. Comenius would have appeared, as in fimilar

fituations he often ha,d done, as boldly in company after the

expiration of the period as before, without fearing either the

jokes or the ferious reproaches to which he muft be expofed.

He would have fell to prophefying again in the fame manner as

ufual ; and, as incredible as it may feem, the people would ftill

have confidered him as a prophet. For wliat abfurdities, what
frauds, be they ever fo palpable and open, are fufhcient to dif-

credit the man, whom the vulgar, ever credulous and fond of
being deluded, have once cliofen for their guide in fpirituals ?

Whatever mortification Comenius muft have felt on the fcore

of his prophecies, which he had lived to fee falfified, he muft
alfo have felt as much, fuppofmg him to have any feeling, on
feveral other accounts. He was reproached with having done
great prejudice to his brethren, who were banifhed with him
from Moravia. Moft of them had fled from their country with
confiderable fums of money ; but, inftead of being ceconomifts,

they fquandered it away in a (hort time, becaufe truly Comenius
prophefied they fhould return to their country in a Ihort time

:

by
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by which means however, in fpite of all his prophetic talcn^^

they were very foon reduci^d to beggary. He was alio accufed

of having been the caufe of the plundering and burning of Lef-

na, where his brethren had found an afylum^ by the panegyric

he made fo unfeafonably upon Charles Gultavus of Sweden,

when he invaded Poland. Comenius proclaimed him in a pro-

phetic manner to be the immediate deitroyer of popery ; by

which the proteilunts of Poland became extremely odious to the

roman catholics of that kingdom. He did not feem to be unde-

ceived when the king of Sweden turned his arms againft Den-
mark •, for he made him a fecond panegyric, wherein he con-

gratulated him no lefs on this new invafion, than he had done

upon the former. It was a great error to imagine, that Guf-

tavus intended to deftroy popery. The ele£i:or of Brandenburgh

acquainted Richard Cromwell, in a letter, that the Swedes had

made a dreadful havoc of the proteilants ; which letter contains

feveral curious particulars, and is inferted in the " Prssftantium

& eruditoruih virorum epiltolce," dated Dec. 28, 1658. To be

ftiort, how near at hand foever the proteilants of Lefna might

think their deliverance,upon the bare word of Comenius, that city

was furprifed and burnt by the polifh army ; en which occafiorl

Comenius loft his houfe, his furniture, his library, and feveral

works, which he had fpent above 40 years in compofing Part

of his apocalyptic, treatifes, and fome other pieces relating to his

Panfophia, elcaped the flames; he having juft time to cover

them in a hole under ground, from which they were 'taken ten

days after the fire : but if thefe had been burnt too, neither let-

ters nor religion had fuftained any lofs.

We muft not forget to take notic^ that the celebrated ma-

dam Bourignon and Comenius had a moft cordial and fpiritual

effeem for each other. ^1 he continuator of that lady's life in-

forms us, that Comenius, being upon his death-bed, defired her

to pay him a lail vifit, faying to thofe who fpoke of her, " O
where is this holy maid .'' let me have the fatisfaction of feeing

her once more before I die. Ail the learning and knowledge

which I have acquired, are only the produclions of the under-

ftanding and reafon of man, and the efxeds of human ftudy :

but {he'is poflefled of a wifdom and light, thiit proceed imme-

diately from God only, through the holy gholl." After fhe

had complied with his requell in viuting him, and was with-

drawn, he faid frequently, in the higheft tranfports of joy, to

thofe who came to fee him, " I have feen an angel of God ; God
lent me his angel to-day." He died fome time after in the

grace of God, as Mrs. Bourignon did not doubt: for fhe ©ften

ufed to fay, that " Ihe had never knoum a man of learning

who had a mere upright heart, and was ppflefl'ed of a greater

fpirit of humility, than Comenius."
^ COMIERS
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COMIERS (Claudf), canon of Embrun, his native place,

died in 1693, was profeflbr of mathematics at Paris, and was
employed Ibme time on the Journal des Savants. The chief of

his works are, i. The new fcience of the nature of comets. 2.

A difcourfe on comets. 3. Three difcourfes on the art of pro-

longing life. I hey were compofed on occafion of an article in

the Gazette of Holland concerning a Louis Galdo, whom it

made to live 400 years. They are curious from the number of

anecdotes they contain. 4. A tract on fpettacles for aflifting

the fight, 1682. 5. A treatife on prophecies, vaticinations, pre-

dictions and prognoftications, againit M. Jurieu, i2mo. 6. A
treatife on fpeech, on languages and writings, and on the art

of fecret fpeaking and M-riting, Liege ^691, i2mo. fcarce.

COMINES (Philip de), an excellent hiftorian In the way
of memoirs, vv'as born of a noble family in Flanders, 1446. He
was a man of uncommon abilities ; fo that his high merit, as

well as illuftrious birth, foon recommended him to the notice

of Chafles the Bold, duke of Burgundy, with whom he lived

in a kind of Intimacy for about eight years. He was afterwards

feduced to the court of France by Louis XL one of whofe max-
ims of policy was, to draw all men to his court, who were
either able to promote the interell of other princes, or might
any way be made fubfervient to his own. Comines became a

man of vaft conf.;quence in France, not only from the counte-

nance which was given him by the monarch, but from other

great connexions alio, which he brought about by marrying
into a noble family. Louis made him his chamberlain, and fe-

nefchal or chief magldrate of the province of PoitCtou. He
employed him in feveral negotiations, which he executed In a

mafterly and fuccefsful way ; and Comines lived in liigh favour

and reputation during the reign of this prince. After the death

of Louis, he fell into great troubles, and underwent equal

hardflilps under tliat of his fucceiTor Charles VIII ; for, being a

foreigner, the envy of his adverfaries prevailed fo far, that he
was imprlfoned at Loches, in the county of Berry ; a place

where perfons accufed of liigh treafon were ufually committed.
During his imprifonment, as he relates In his Memoirs, he was
ufed very feverely ; but by the diligence and management of

his wife, removed at length to Paris, where, fome time after,

he was convened before the parliament. He had great faftions

againft him •, and his enemies were fo very powerful that no
advocate durft undertake his defence. He was forced to do it

himfelf; and he pleaded his ov/n caufe fo well, that, after a

fpeech of two hours in full court, he convinced them of his In-

nocence, and was dlfch.argcd. He Infifted much upon what he
had done both for the king and kingdom, and the favour and
bounty of his mafter Louis XI. He remonftrated to them,

that
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that he had done nothing either through avarice or ambitiort

}

and thnt if his defigns had been only to have enriched himfelf,

he had as fair an opportunity of doing it as any m.in of his con-

dition in France. He lay three years in prifon •, and after his

releafe had a daughter, who was married to Rene count of Pert-

thieufe, of the houfe of Bretagne. This daughter had a fon,

who was afterwards governor of Bretagne, knight of the king's

order, duke of Eftampes, and enjoyed feveral otlier dignities

and preferments Philip de Comines was about 64 years old

when he died in a houfe of his own called Argenton, in T509

;

and his body, being carried to Paris, was interred in the church

belonging to the Auguftines, in a chapel which he had built

for himfelf. In his profperity he had the following faying fre-

quently in his mouth, " He that will not work, let him not

cat :" in his adverfity he ufed to fay, " I committed myfelf to

the fea, and am overwhelmed in a liorm."

He was a man of great parts, but not learned. He fpoke

feveral modern languages well, the german, french, and fpanifh

cfpecially j but he knew nothing of the antient, which he ufed

to lament. As illiterate however as he was, he left behind him
fome ** Memoirs of his own times," which have been the ad-

miration not only of the leaxned, but of ail good judges in hif-

tory. They commence from 1464, and include a period of 34
years ; in which are commemorated the moft remarkable ac-

tions of the two laft dukes of Burgundy, and of Louis XI. and

Charles VI 11. kings of France; as likewife the moft confider-

able tranfa£lions in England, Flanders, Germany, Italy, and Spain,

which happened within that period. The great penetration

and judgment which Comines has fliewn in thefe memoirs, the

cxtenfive knowledge of men and things, the wonderful fkill in

unfolding counfels and tracing actions to their firft fprings, and

the variety of excellent precepts political and philofophical,

with which the whole is wrought up, have led fome to imagine

him not inferior to Livy, and the ancient chiefs in hiftory. Ca-

therine de Medicis ufed to fay, that Comines had made as many
heretics in politics as Luther had in religion. He has one qua-

lification not yet mentioned, which ought particularly to re-

commend him to our favour; and that is, the great impartiality

and refpe£l he (liews to the Englllh. Whenever he has occa-

fion to mention our nation, he always does it in an honourable

manner ; and though indeed he will not allow us to be as cun-

ning politicians as his own countrymen, he gives us the cha-

racter of being a generous, bold fpirited people, highly com-
mends our conftitution, and never conceals the grandeur and

magnificence of the englilh nation. Dryden, in his life of Plu-

tarch, has made the hiitorian fome return for his civilities in

the following elogium :
*' Next to Thucydides," fays that poet.
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*' in this kind may be accounted Polybius among the Grecians j

Livy, though not free from fuperftition, nor Tacitus from ill-

nature, amongft the Romans ; amongll the modern Itiihans,

Guicciardini and d'Avila, if not partial: but above all men, ia

my opinion, the plain, fincere, unaffected, and mcft inftructive

Philip de Comines amongft the French, though he only gives his

hiftory the humble name of commentaries. I am forry 1 can-
not find in our own nation, though it has produced fome com-
Inendable hiftorians, any proper to be ranked with thefe."

COMMANDINUS (Frederick), born at Urbino in Italy

1509, and defcended from a very noble family, was famous
for his learning and knowledge in the fciences. To a vaft

depth in the mathematics, he joined a great fkill in the greek
tongue , by which means he was very well qualified to tranflate

the greek mathematicians into latin ; and indeed he publifhed

and tranflated feveral, to which no v/riter, till then, had done
that good office. Francis Moria, duke of Urbino, who was
very converfant in thofe fciences, was a very afFeclionate patron
to him on that account. Commandinus died in 1575; and
Antonio Toroneo delivered his funeral oration. He is greatly-

applauded by Blanchanus, and other writers; and he juftly de-

ferved their encomiums. He tranflated and illuftrated with
notes the following works: I. Archimedis circuli dimcnfio 5

de lineis fpiralibus
; quadratura paraboles ; de conoidibus &

fphseroidibus ; de arense numero. Venice, printed by Paulus
Manutius in i ^58, fol. 2. Ejufdem Archimedis de iis qurc ve-

huntur in aqua. Bologn. 1505, 4to. 3. Apollonii Pergsei co.*

nicorum libri quatuor, una cum Pappi Alexandrini lemmatibus,

& commentariis Eutocii Afcalonitse, &c. Bologn. 1566, folio.

4. Ptolomaei planifpherium, Venet. 1558, 4to. 5. Ejufdem
de analemmate liber. Romae, 1562, 4to. 6. Elementa Eu-
clidis. Pefaro, 1572, folio. 7. Arillarthus de magnitudinibus

& diftantiis folis & lunre. Pefaro, 1575, 4to. 8. Hero de
fpiralibus. Urbino, 1575, 4to. 9. Machometes Bagdedinus
de fuperficiorum divifionibus. Pelaro, 1570, folio. 10, Pappi
Alexandrini Colleclioncs mathematicse. Pefaro, 1588, fol.

The publication of this laft work would have been ftill longer

after the death of its author, had not the duke of Urbino ex-

erted himfelf vigoroufly about it. For Commandinus's two
daughters had commenced a law-fuit agalnft each other, which
would have occafioned a very long delay, as Valerius Spaeiolus

his fon-in-law owns. Commandinus publifhed alfo fome books
of his own compofing; as, i. De centre gravitatis folidorum,

Bologn. 1 565, fol. 2.Horologiorum defcriptio. Romje, 1^2, &c.

COMMELIN (Jerome), a celebrated french printer, native

of Douay, fettled firft at Geneva, afterwards at Heidelberg,

•Vvhere he died in 1598. He was a very learned fcholar as ap-

VoL. IV. N pears
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pears by all the editions of the greek and latin Fathers which

he corre£ted, and to which he added notes that are much ef-

teemed. He printed fmce 1560, in Switzerland, S. Chryfoflomus

in Nov. Teftamentum, 4 vols. fol. 1596. This edition, with that

of the old teftament printed at Paris, makes this work complete

and the bed edition. He took up his refidencc at Heidelberg for

the convenience of turning over the MSS. in the palatine li-

brary. He printed many other books j thofe without his name

are known by his mark, which reprefents Truth fitting in a

chair.

COMMERSON (Philisert), dodor of phyfic, king's bo-

tanift, and member of the faculty of Montpelier, was born at

Chatilon les Dombes near Bourg in Brsfle, in 1727. He dif-

covered an early propenfity to botany and other branches of

natural hif{:ory, which he purfued with unremitting ardour j for

after finiihing his academical courfe, and during his refidence

at Montpelier as a phyfician, he confulted the gratifying his

botanical avidity, more than either decency or difcretion al-

lowed. He would pluck the rareft and mod precious plants in

the king's botanic garden there, to enrich his herbal ; and

when on this account the dire£lors of the garden refufed him
admittance, he fcaled the walls by night to continue his depre-

dations. The reputation he gained during a refidence of four

years at Montpelier, was fo extenfive, that he was chofen by

Linnaeus to form the queen of Sweden's colleclion of the rareit

fifties, in the Mediterranean, and to compofe accurate defcrip-

tiot!S of them ; which undertaking he executed with great la-

bour and dexterity, producing a complete Ichthyology 2 vols»

4to. with a Diftionary and Bibliography, containing accounts

of all the authors who had treated that branch of natural

hiftory. Among his various produ£l:ions, is a difiertation inti-

tled " The Martyrology of Botany," containing accounts of all

the authors who loft their lives by the fatigues and accidents in-

cident to -the zeal for acquiring natural curtofities ; a lift, in

which his own name was deftined to be inrolled. Sometimes

he has been found in his clofet with a candle burning long

after funrift,, with his head bent over his herbal, unconfciout

of the return of day ', and would come from his botanical ex-

curfions in a piteous condition, torn with briars, bruifed with

falls from rocks, emaciated with hunger and fatig;ue, after many
narrow efcapes from precipices and torrents. 1 hefe ardent oc-

cupations did not how ever extinguifli fentiments of a more ten-

der nature. M. Commerfon married, in 1 760, a wife, who died

in childbed two years after ; and whofe memory he preferved

by naming a new kind of plant, whofe fruit feemed to' contain

two united hearts, " I ulcheria Commerfonia." He arrived aS

Paris in 1764, where he became connected with all the learned

botanifts.
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botanifts, particularly the celebrated Juffieu ; and was recom-
mended to the duke de Praflin, miniiler for the marine de-

partment, to accompany M. Bougainville rn his voyage round
the world. The duke conceived the highefl idea of his merit

from the (ketch he drew of the obfervations that might be made
relative to natural hiltory in fuch a voyage ; and he failed ac-

cordingly in 1766, making the moft induftrious ufe of every op-
portunity to fulfil his engagements. He died at the Ille of

France in 1773', '^"'^ ^Y ^'^ '^^^^ ^^^^ *^ ^^^ king's cabinet all

his botanical collections, which, before he engaged in this voy-
age, amounted to above 200 volumes in folio ; thofe made
during the voyage, together with his papers and herbal, were,

fent home in 3Z cafes, containing an ineftirrtable treafure of
hitherto unknown materials for natural hiftory : Meflirs. Juffieu,

D'Aubenton, and Thouin, were commiffioned to examine and
arrange them. Among the high mountains in the interior parts

of the ifland of Madagafcar, M. Commerfon relates in his let-

ters, that he found a nation of dwarfs, about 3! feet high, called

Kimofle, or Quimofle, in the language of the country ; fome-
what paler than the other blacks, but with intelledual facul-

ties not inferior to their neighbours. The above particulars

are derived from the eulogy of M. de Lande on this famous
botanifl:.

COMMODIANUS of Gaza, a chriftlan poet of the ivth

century, is the author of a latin piece, intituled, " Inftitutiones."

Jt is compofed in the form of verfe, but without either mea-
fure or quantity : only care is taken that each line comprifes a

complete fenfe, and that it begins with fomething like an acrof-

tic. It lay a long time in obfcurity ; and if it had always con-
tinued fo, no lofs would have been felt, for it is altogether a
barbarous produiflion. Rigaltius has publifhed it In his edition

of Cyprian, and Davies at the end of Minutius Felix.

COMNENA (Anna), an accomplifhed lady, and daughter to

the greek emperor Alexius Comnenus, flourifhed about 11 18 j

and wrote 15 books upon the life and aftions of her father,

which fhe called " The Alexiad." Eight of thefe books were
publifhed by Hsfchelius in 1610, and the whole 15 with a latin

verfion in 1651 ; to another edition of which, in 1670, the

learned Charles du Frefne added notes hiftorical and philologi-

cal. She has reprefented her father in a better light than the

latin hiftorians have done, who have, alniofl all of thfem, de-

fcribed him as a treacherous and difhoneft man j and for that,

reafon has been accounted a very partial writer : but, as Vof-'

fms has obferved, the matter may be well enough compromifed
by only fuppofing that the latin hiftorians have fpoken of a greek
iemperor lefs favourably than they ought, and that Anna Com-
ttena has been more indulgent to the character of her father

N 2 than
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than the ftrl£t laws of hiftory will admit of. The authors of

the " Journal des S^avans," for 1675, have fpoken of this learn-

ed and accompliflied lady in the following manner. " The
elegance with which Anna Comnena has defcribed in fifteen

books the life and actions of her father, and the ftrong and elo-

quent manner with which fhe has fet them off, are fo much
above the ordinary underftanding of women, that one is almolt

ready to doubt whether fhe was indeed the author of thofe

books. It is certain that one cannot read the defcriptions fhe

has given of countries, rivers, mountains, towns, Geges, battles,

the reflecSfions Ihe makes upon particular events, the judgment
(lie pafles upon human acSlions, and the digreflions (he makes
on many occaiions, without perceiving that fhe mufl have been

very well lk;illed in grammar, rhetoric, philofophy, mathema-
tics, nay, that fhe muft even have had fome knowledge of law,

phyfic, and divinity ; all which is very rare ifnd uncommon in

any of that fex."

COMPTON (Spencer), only fon of William, firft earl of

Northampton, by Elizabeth, fole daugliter and, heirefs of fir

John Spencer alderman of London, was bom in 1601. He was
made knight of the Bath in 16 16, when Charles duke of York,

afterwards Charles I. was created prince of Wales ; with whom
he became a great favourite. In 1622, he accompanied him
into Spain, in quality of mailer of his robes and wardrobe ; and
had the honour to deliver all his prefents, which amounted, ac-

cording to computation, to 64,0001. At the coronation of

that prince he attended as mafter of the robes; and in 1639,
waited on his majefty in his expedition againft the Scots. He
was likevvife one of thofe noblemen, who, in May' 1641, refolved

to defend the true proteftant religion, exprefled in the doctrine

of the church of England, and his majefty's royal perfon, ho-

nour, and eltate ; as alfo the power and privilege of parliaments,

and the lawful rights and liberties of tlie fubjecSl. In 1642 he

waited upon his majefty at York, and efpoufed his caufe hearti-

ly, and after the king fet up his ftandard at Nottingham, was
one of the firft who appeared in arms for him. He did him
fignal fervlces, and was the very life of his caufe in the counties

of Warwick, Stafford, and Northampton. He was flain, March
• 19, 1643, in a battle fought on Hopton-heath, near Stafford:

for though the enemy was routed, and much of their artillery

taken, yet his lordfhip's horfe being unfortunately fliot under

him, he was fomehow left cncompaffed by them. When he

was on his feet, he killed with his own hand the colonel of

foot, who firft came up to him ; notwithffanding which, after

his head-piece was ftruck off" with the but-end of a mufquet,

they offered him quarter. But he refufed, fajing, " that he

fcorned to accept quarter from fuch bafe rogues and rebels as

they
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they were :" upon which he was flain by a blow with an hal-

bert on the hinder part of his head, receiving at the fame time

another deep wound in his face. The enemy refufed to deUver

up his body to the young earl of Northampton, unlefs lie would
return, in exchange for it, all the ammunition, prifoners, and
cannon, he had taken in the late battle : however, at lafl it was
delivered, and buried in Allhallows church in Derby, in the

fame vault with his relation the old countefs of Shrewfbury.

His lordftiip married Mary, daughter of fir Francis Beaumont,
knt. by whom he had fix fons and two daughters. The fons

are all faid to have inherited their father's courage, loyalty, and
virtue ; but as for Henry, the fixth and youngeil, who was af-

terwards bifhop of London, wc fhall fpeak particularly of him
in the next article,

COMPTON (Henry), an eminent prelate of the church of

England, was the youngeft fon of Spencer the fecond earl of

Northampton, juft mentioned, and born in 1632. Though he

was but ten years old when his father was flain, yet he received

an education fuitable to his quality ; and when he had gone
through the grammar-fchools, was entered a nobleman of

Queen's college in Oxford, in 1649. He continued there till

about 1652; and after having lived fome little time with his

mother, travelled into foreign countries. Upon the reftoration

of Charles II. he returned to England ; and became a cornet in

a regiment of horfe, raifed about that time for the king's guard :

but foon quitting that poll, he dedicated himfclf to the fervice

of the church ; and accordingly went to Cambridge, where he
was created M. A. Then entering into orders, and obtaining

a grant of the next vacant canonry of Chrifl-church in Oxford,

he was admitted canon-commoner of that college, in the be-

ginning of 1666, by the advice of Dr. John Fell, then dean of

the fame. He poflcfi^ed at that time the reftory of Cottenham
in Cambridgefliire, worth about 500I. per annum ; and in 1667,
he was made mailer of St. Croffe's hofpital near Winchelter.

On May 24, 1669, he was inftalled canon of Chrill-church, in

the room of Dr. Heylin deceafed j and two days after took the

degree of B. D. to v.'hich, June 28 following, he added that of

do6l:or. He was preferred to the bifhopric of Oxford in De-
cember 1674; and about a year after, tranflated to the fee of

London.
As foon as he was raifed to the fee of London, king Charles

caufed him to be fworn one of his privy council ; and com-
mitted to his care the educating of his two nieces, the princef-

fes Mary and Anne, v/hich important trult hq difcharged to

ihe nation's fatisfaction. They were both confirmed by him
upon January 23, 1676. They were both likewife married by
hirn : the eldeft, Mary, with William prince of Orange, Novem-

N 3 ber
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ber 4, 1677 ; the youngeft, Anne, v/ith George prince of Den-
mark, July 28, 1683. The firmnefs of thefe two princelies in

the proteftant religion, was owing, in a great meafure, to their

tutor Compton ; which afterwards, when popery came to pre-

vail at the court cf England, was imputed to him as an unpar-

donable crime. In the mean time he formed a project of bring-

ing the difTenters to a fenfe of the neceffity of an union among
proteflants ; to promote which, he held feveral conferences with

his own clergy, the fubftance of which he publifhed in July

1680. He further hoped, that diffenters might be the more
eafily reconciled to the church, if the judgment of foreign di-

vines (hould be produced againft their needlefs feparation : and

for that purpofe he wrote to M. le Moyne, profeflbr of divinity

at Leyden, to M. de TAngle, one of the preachers of the pro-

teftant church at Charenton near Paris, and to M. Claiide,

another eminent french divine. Their anfwers are publiftied

at the end of bilhop Stillingfleet's " Unreafonablenefs of Sepa-

ration, 16B1," 4to ; where we find them all agreed in vindi-

cating the church of England from any errors in its doftrine, or

unlawful impoiltions in its difcipline, and therefore in con-

demning a feparation from it as needlefs and uncharitable.

But popery was what the bifhop moft ftrenuoully oppofed ;

and, while it was gaining ground §t the latter end ef Charles the

lid's reign, under the influence of James duke of York, there

was no method he left untried to fiop its progrefs.

The great diflTervice done by him to the papifts and their

caufe, was remembered and refented, when James II. afcended

the throne : when, to his honour, he was marked out as the

firft facrifice to popifh fury. He was immediately difmifled

from the council-table; and on December 16, 1685, put out

from being dean of the royal chapel, to which place he

had been preferred in July 1675. Further occafions were

fought, and foon found, of molefting or ruining him if poffible.

For Dr. John Sharp, re6lor of St. Giles's in the Fields, after-

wards archbifhop of York, having in fome of his fermons vin-

dicated the doctrine of the church of England againft popery;

the king fent a letter, dated June 14, 1686, to biiliop Compton,
*' requiring and commanding him forthwith to fufpend Dr.

Sharp from further preaching in any parifh ch\irch or chapel

within his diocefe, until he had given the king fatisfadtion."

In order to underftand how Sharp had olfended the king, it

muft be remembered, that king James had caufcd the directions

concerning preachers, publilhed in 1662, to be now reprinted ;

and reinforced them by a letter directed to the archbiftiops of

panterbury and York, given at Whitehall, March 5, 1686, to

prohibit the preaching upon controverfial points ; that was, in

e^Teftj to forbid the preaching againft popery, which Sharp had
,

.

- done.
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done. The blfhop refufing to fufpend the doctor, becaufe,

as he truly alledged, he could not do it accordhig to law, was

cited to appear, Augull 9, before the new eccleiiiillical com-

milhon : when he was charged with not having obferv^ -i his

majelly's command in the cafe of Sharp, whom he was or.kred

to fufpend. The bifhop, after exprelhng fome furprife, i-um-

bly begged a copy of the comminion, and a copy of his ciiarge j

but wa's anfwered by chancellor Jefferys, *' That he ihculd

neither have a copy of, nor fee, the commiflion ; n'.:ither would

they give him a copy of the charge." Thereupon his lordfhip

defired time to advife with counfei ; and time was given him to

the 1 6th, and afterwards to the 31ft of ,Suguil. /hen his

lordfhip offered his plea to their jurifdidion : which being over-^

ruled, he protefted to his right in that or any other plea that

might be made for his advantage ; and obferved, " that as a

bifhop he had a right, by the moll authentic and univerfal eccle-

fiaftical laws, to be tried before his metropolitan, precedently

to any other court whatfoever." But the ecclefiaftical commif-

fioners would not upon any account futFer their jurifdidion to

be called in queflion ; and therefore, in fpite of all that his

lordfhip or his council could alledge, he was fufpended on Sept.

6th following, for his difobedience, from the function and exe-

cution of his epifcopal office, and from all epifcop?! and other

ecclefiaftical jurifdidion, during his majefty': pleafure.

While this matter M'as in dependence, the princefs of Orange
thought it became her to interpofe a little in the biihop's fa-

vour : fo file wrote to the king, earneilly begging him to be

gentle to the bifliop, who fhe could not think would offend

willingly. She alfo wrote to the bifliop, expreffiing the great

(liare {he took in the trouble he was fallen into ; as did alfo the

prince. The king wrote an anfwer to the princefs, reiieding

feverely on the bilhop, not without fome fliarpnefs on her for

meddling in fuch matters. The bifhop in the mean time ac-

quiefced in his fentence -, but being fufpended only as a bifhop,

and remaining ftili whole in Iiis other capacities, he made an-

other ftand againft the king, as one of the governors of the

Charter-houfe, in refufing to admit one Andrew, Popham, a

papift, into the firft penfioner's place in that hofpital. While
he was thus fequeflered from his epifcopal office, he applied

himfelf to the improvement of his garden at Fulham ; and

having a great genius for botany, enriched it with a variety of

curious plants, domeftic and exotic. His fufpenfion however
was fo flagrant a piece of tyrannical injuftice, that the prince

of Orange, in his declaration, could not omit taking notice of

it ; and, upon the dread of his highnefs's coming over, the

court was willing to make the bifliop reparation, by refloring

him, as they did on Sept. 23, 1688, to his epifcopal fundion.

But he made no hafte to refume his charge, and to thank the

^ 4 ki%
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king for his refloration ; which made fome conjc£lure, and as

was afterwards found rightly enough, that he had no mind to

be reftored in that manner, and that he knew well enough
what had been doing in Holland. The lirft part the bifliop

a^led in the revolution, which immediately enfued, was the

conveying, jointly with the earl of Dorfet, the princefs Anne
of Denmark fafe from London to Nottingham ; left (he, in the

prefent confufion of affairs, might have been fent away into

France, or put under reftraint, becaufe the prince, her confort,

had left king James, and was gone over to the prince of

Orange.
At his return to London, he was as zealous and inftrumental

as any man in completing the revolution. He firfl fet his hand
to the aflbciation begun at Exeter. He waited on the prince

of Orange, Dec. 21, at the head of his clergy ; and, in their

' names and his own, thanked his highnefs for his very great

and moft hazardous undertaking for their deliverance, and the

prefervation of the proteftant religion, with the antient laws

and liberties of this nation. He gave his royal highnefs the fa-

crament, Dec. 30 ; and upon Jan. 29 following, when the houfe

of lords, in a grand coirimittee, debated the important queftion,

" Whether the throne, being vacant, ought to be filled by a

jregent or a king ?" Compton was one of the two bifhops, fir

Jonathan Trelawny bifiiop of Briflol being the other, who made
the majority for filling up the throne by a king. On Feb. 14, he

was again appointed of the privy-council, and made dean of the

yoyal chapel ; from both which places king James had removed

him : and afterwards pitched upon by king William, to perform

the ceremony of his and queen Mary's coronation, upon April

3 I, 1689. The fame year he was conftituted one of the com-
mifTioners for revifmg the liturgy, wherein he laboured with

much zeal to reconcile the diffenters to the church ; and alfq

in the convocation, that met Nov. 21, 1689, of which he was
prefident. But the intended comprehenfion met with infupera-

ble difficulties, the majority of the lower houfe being refolved

not to enter into any terms of accommodation with the dif-

fenters •, and his lordfliip's not complying fo far as the dif-

fenters liked, is fuppofed to have been the reafon of Burnet's

callin;^ him, as he does, " A weak man, wilful, and ilrangely

wedded to 3 party." This however muft feem extraordinary to

thofe who confider, that churchmen have fpoken very coolly

of him ever fmce, on that very account : and that even his op-

pofing, as he did, the profecution againft Sacheverell in 1710,

ileclaring him not guilty, and alfo protefting againft feveral

Ileps taken in that aflair, has not been fufficient to wipe out

jhe guilt of complying fo far with the diffenters as he did.

But fuch is generally the fate of thofe who a6l with modera-

l^ion and pvudence^ and attempt to treat men as reafonabl^
'

' creatures i
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icVeatures : they are cUfliked and abufed by the unreafonable,

that is, by much the greater part of both parties.

He maintained all along a brotherly correfpondence with the

foreign protedant churches, and endeavoured to promote in

them a good opinion of the church of England, and her mode-

ration towards them ; as appears, not only by his application

to le Moyne, Claude, and de 1'Angle before-mentioned, but

alfo from letters, afterwards printed at Oxford, which puiTed

between his lordfliip and the univerfity of Geneva, in 1706.

It was tliis fpirit of moderation, which rendered bifhop Comp-
ton lefs popular with the clergy ; who, by jealoufies furmifed

and indulh-ioufly propagated, hindered in all probability his ad-

vancement to Canterbury, which muft othcrwife have follow-

ed of courfe, confidering the fervices he had done, and the in-

tereft he always retained at court. Towards the dole of his

life, he was afflifted with the (lone and gout ; which, turning

at length to a complication of diftempers, put an end to it at

Fulham, July 7, 1713, st the age of 81. His body was interred

the 15th of the hme month in the church-yard of Fulham, ac-

cording to his particular direclion : for lie ufed to fay, that

"the church is for the living, and the church-yard for the

dead." On the 26th " a ferinon on the cccafion of his much-
lamented death," was preached at St. Paul's, !>efore the mayor
and aldermen of London, by Dr. Thomas Gooch, lately one of

his domeftic chaplains, then fellow, and afterwards mafter, of

Caius college in Cambridge, and fince bifliop, firft of Norwich,
then of Ely. Over his grave was erecled an handfome tomb,
furrounded with iron rails, having only this ihort infcription

:

*' H. Lend. EI MH EN TH ITATPXi mdccxiii." That is,

^' Henry London. Save in the crofs. 1713-" It may truly be
faid, that by his death the church loll an excellent bifhop ; the

kingdom, a brave and able ftatefman ; the proteftaut religion,

.at home and abroad, an ornament and refuge •, and the whole
chriitian world, an eminent example of virtue and piety. [eJ

[e] What few things he publifhed arc July 6, x68o. 6. A third letter, on con-

as follows. I. A traiiflation from tlie ita- lirmation, and vi(itation of the fick, 1682.

. lian, of the life of Donna Olympia Mai- 7. A fourth letter, upon the 54th canon,

dachini, who governed the church during April 6, 1683. 8 A fifih let'.er, upon
the time cf Innocent X. which was from the 1 18th canon, March 19, 1684. 9. A.

the year 16^14 to 1655. Lond. 1667. fixth letter, upon ih? 13th canon, April

Z. A tranflation from the french, of the i*', 1685. They were all reprinted to-

jefuits intrigues ; with the private inftruc- gether in 1686, i2mo, under the title of
Jions of that fociety to their emiifaries, " lipifcop'.lia, or letters of the right rev.

J669. 3. A treatife of the holy commu- father in God, Henry lord bilhop of l.on-

fiion, '677. 4. A letter to the clergy of don, to the clergy of his dlocele." Thete
the diocefe of London, concerning bap- is alfo, 10. A letter of his to a clergymaa
^ifm, the lord's fupper, citechifing, dated in his diocefe, concerning non-iefilfance :

April 25, 1679. 5. A fecond letter con- written foon after the revolution, and in-

terning the half-communi.jn, prayers in ferted in the memoirs of the life of Mr,
Sii unknown tongue, prayers to faii;ts, John Kettlewell.

CONANT
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CONANT (Dr. John), a learned divine, was born Ocl. iS,

1608, at Yeatenton in Dcvonihire. He was educated in claf-

fical learning at private fchools, and, in 1626, fent to Exeter
college in Oxford. He foon diftinguiflied himfelf for uncom-
mon parts and learning •, by means of which he grew highly

in favour with Dr. John Prideaux, then redor of Exeter col-

lege, and king's profeflbr in divinity, who, according to the

fafhion of wit in thole times, ufed to fay of him, " Conanti ni-

hil eft difficile :" an excellent pun, which cannot well be made
intelligible to the englifli reader. He took his degrees regu-

larly; and, July 1633, was chofen fellow of his college, in

which he became an eminent tutor. Upon the breaking out

of the civil war, he judged it convenient to leave the univer-

fity ; and he did fo in 1642. He retired firft to Lymington, a

living of his uncle's in Somerfetfnire ; where, his uncle being

fled, and he in orders, he officiated as long as he could conti-

nue there with fafety. While he was at Lymington, he was
conftituted by the parliament one of the aflembly of divines ;

but it is faid that he never fat among them, or at leaft very

feldom, fince it is certain that he never took the covenant. He
afterwards followed his uncle to London •, and then became a

domeftic chaplain to lord Chandos, in whofe family he lived at

Harefidd, He is faid to have fought this fituation, for the

fake of keeping himfelf as clear from all engagements and

fcrapes as the nature and fickle condition of thofe times would
permit. Upon the fame motive he refigned his fellowfhip of

Exeter college, Sept. 27, 1647; ^^^^ J""^ 7> ^^^49' was unani-

moufly chofen re£lor of it by the fellows, without any applica-

tion of his own.
In a very {hort time however, after being thus fettled, he

was in great danger of being driven out of all public employ-*

ment again ; and this by the parliament's enjoining what was
called the Engagement, which he did not take within the time

pvsfcribed. He had a fortnight given him to confider further

of it ; at the end of which he fubmittcd, but under a declara-

tion, fubfcribed at the fame time with the engagement, which

in fa61: enervated that inftrument entirely. The terms of the

engagement were; *' You fliall promife -to be true and faith-

ful to the commonwealth of England, as it is now eftablilhed

without king or houfe of lords." Conant's declaration before

the commifiioners, when he took the engagement, was in this

form and manner : " Being required to fubfcribe, I humbly
premiie, firft. That I be not hereby underftood to approve of

what hath been done in order unto, or under this prsfent go-

vernment, or the government itfelf : nor will I be thought to

condemn it ; they being''things above my reach, and I not know-

ing the grounds of the proceedings, becondly, That I do not

6 bind
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bind myrelf to do any thing contrary to the word of God.

Thirdly, That I do not fo hereby bind myfelf, but that, if God
fhall remarkably call me to fubmit to any other power, I may-

be at liberty to obey that call, notwithflanding the prefent en-

gagement. Fourthly, In this fenfe, and in this fenfe only, I do

promife to be true and faithful to the prefent government, as

it is now eflabliOied without king or houfe of lords."

This difficulty being got over, he went on to difcharge his

office of redor of lixeter college with great approbation ; and,

in Dec. 1654, became divinity-profeflbr of the univerfity of

Oxford. In 1657 he accepted the impropriate reclory of

Abergely near St. Afaph in Denbighfhire, as fome fatisfadion

for the benefices formerly annexed to the divinity chair, which

he never enjoyed ; but knowing it to have belonged to the

bifliopric of St. Afaph, he immediately quitted it, upon the re-

eftabliHimentof epifcopacy. Oct. 19, 1657, he was^adn-^itted vice-

chancellor of the univerfity ; which high dignity he held till

Auguft 5, 1660. During 'his office he was very inllrumental

in procuring Mr. Selden's large and valuable colledion of books

for the public library •, and had a great hand in defeating a

defign, to which the protedor Oliver gave his confent, of ered-

ing a kind of univerfity at Durham. Upon the reft oration of

Charles II. Dr. Conant, as vice-chancellor of Oxford, came up

to London attended by the prodors and many of the princi-

pals ; and was introduced to the king, to whom he made a latin

fpeech, and prefented a book of verfes written by the members
of the univerfity. March 25, 1661, the king ifiued a commif-

fion for the review of the book of common-prayer, in which

Conant was one of the commillioners, and aflifled at the Savoy-

conferences : but after this, upon the paifing of the ad of uni-

formity, not thinking it right to conform, he fuffered himfelf

to be deprived of his preferments ; and accordingly his redory

of Exeter college was pronounced vacant, Sept. i, 1662.

A.t length, after eight years ferious dehberation upon the na-

ture and lawfulnefs of conformity, his confcience was fatif-

fied, and he refolved to comply in all parts ; and in particular

with that v/hich had probably (tuck moft with him, the being

re-ordained. Accordingly he was fo, Sept. 28, 1670, by Rey-
nolds bifhop of Norwich ; whofe daughter he had married in

Auguft 1651, and by whom he had fix fons and as many
daughters. Preferments were offered him immediately, and
the fame year he was eleded minifler of St. Mary Alderman-
bury, in London ; but having fpent fome years in the town of

Northampton, where he was much beloved, he chofe rather to

accept the invitation of his neighbours to remain among them ;

and Dr. Simon Ford, who was then minifter of All-faints in

Northampton, going to St. Mary's Aldermanbury, he was no-

minated
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minated to fucceed him. It is remarkable, that, Sept. 20, 167^,
he had the mortification to fee the greateft part of his parifli,

together with his church, burnt to the ground, though provi-

dentially his own houfe efcaped. In 1676, the archdeaconry
of Norwich becoming vacant, the bifliop offered him that pre-

ferment, with this fmgular compliment, " I do not expect
thanks from you, but I will be very thankful to you, if you will

accept of it." He accepted it after fome deliberation, and dif-

charged the office worthily, as long as health permitted him.
Dec. 3, 1 68 1, he was inftalled a prebendary in the church of

"Worcefter. The earl of Radnor, an old friend and contem-
porary of his at Exeter college, alked it for him from Charles II.

in thefe terms :
" Sir, I come to beg a preferment of you

for a very deferving perfon, who never fought any thing for

himfelf;" and upon naming him, the king very kindly con-
fented. In 1686, after his eyes had been for fome time weak,

he loft his fight entirely: but he did not die till March 12,

1693, when he was in his 86th year. He was buried in his

own parifh church of All-faints in Northampton, where a mo-
nument was ere£led over him by his widow, with a fuitable in-

fcription.

He was a man of folid and extenfive learning ;
yet fo very

modeft, it is faid, that though he underilood moil of the ori-

ental languages, and was particularly verfcd in the fyriac, yet

few people knew it. There have been publifhed fix volumes

of his fermons: the firft in 1693, and dedicated by himfelf to

the inhabitants of Northampton ; the fecond, after his death,

in 1697, ^y Jo^^" bifliop of Chichefter ; the third in 1698, the

fourth in 1703, the fifth in 1708, by the fame editor ; the fixth

in 1722, by Digby Cotes, M. A. principal of Magdalen-hall

in Oxford.

CONCANEN (Matthew), was born in Ireland, and bred

to the law ; in which we do not find that he ever made any

great figure. From thence he came over to London, in com-
pany with a Mr. Stirling, to feek his fortune j and finding no-

thing fo profitable, and fo likely to recommend him to public

notice, as writing politics, he foon commenced an advocate for

the government. There goes a ftory of him, however, but we
will hope it is not a true one, that he and his fellow-traveller,

who was embarked in the fame adventure, for the fake of mak-

ing their trade more profitable, refolved to divide their inte-

relts-, the one to oppofe, the other to defend the miniftry.

Upon which they determined the fide each was to efpoufe by

lots, when it fell to Concanen's part to defend the miniftry.

Stirling afterwards went into orders, and became a clergyman

in Maryland. Concanen was for fome time concerned in the

*' LriLifh" and " London Journals," and a paper called " The
Speculatift,'*
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Speculatift." In thefe he took occafion to abufe not only

lord Bolingbroke, who was naturally the objeft of it, but alfo

Pope ; by which he procured a place in the Uunciad. In a

paiiphlet called " A Supplement to the Profound," he dealt

very unfairly by Pope, as Pope's commentator informs us, in

not only frequently imputing to him Broome's verfes (for

which, fays he, he might feem in fome degree accountable,

having correfled what that gentleman did), but thofe of the

duke of Buckingham and others. To this extraordinary piece

fomebody humoroully caufed him to take for his motto, " De
profundus clamavi." His wit and Hterary abilities, however,

recommended him to the favour of the duke of Newcaftle,

through whofe intereft lie obtained the poft of attorney-general

of the ifland of Jamaica, which office he filled with the utmoft

integrity and honour, and to the perfe£l fatisfaftion of the in-

habitants, for near 17 years; when, having acquired an ample

fortune, he was defirous of pafling the clofe of his life in his na-

tive country j with which intention he quitted Jamaica and

came to London, propofing to pafs fome little time there be-

fore he went to fettle entirely in Ireland. But the difference

of climate between that metropolis and the place he had fo

long been accuftomed to, had fuch an effedl on his conllitu-

tion, that he fell into a galloping confumption, of which he

died Jan. 22, 1749, a few weeks after his arrival in London.

The world is obliged to him for feveral original poems, which,

though fmall, have confiderable merit; and for one play, in-

tituled " Wexford Wells." He was alfo concerned with Mr.

Roome and other gentlemen in altering Richard Broome's
" Jovial Crew" into a ballad opera, in which fhape it is now
frequently performed. Concanen has feveral fongs in " The
Mulical Mifcelbny, 1729," 6 vols. But a memorable letter

addreiled to him by Dr. Warbuvton will perhaps be remember-

ed longer than any writing of his ov/n pen.

CONClNI, better known by the name of the marfhal d'An-

cre, was born at Florence, where his father was raifed from

a common notary to be fecretary of ftate. He came into France

at the beginning of the 17th century with Mary de Medicis,

wife of Henry the great, and was then only gentleman in or-

dinary to that princefs; but he was afterwards made her maf-

ter of the horfe, bought the marquifate of Ancre, enjoyed ma-
ny confiderable pofts, and was firft gentleman of the bed-cham-

ber, and marfliaL of France, by the influence his wife, Eleonora

Galigay, had over the queen : but he abufed all thefe favours ;

he difpofed of the finances and employments, filled the army
and cities with his creatures, and wanted to make himfelf maf-

ter of the government. This m.ade him many enemies, and

created great troubles. De Luines perfuaded Louis Xill. that

5
the
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the only method to flop his ambition, and put a period to the'

diforder of the ftate, was to finifh his exiftence. Accordingly"

a commiflion was.giyen to Vitiy, one of the captains of the

life-guard> who executed it on the draw-bridge of the Louvre,

April 24, 16
1
7, with feveral piilol-fhots. His body was after-

wards ignominioufly ufed by the populace ; the parliament de-

clared him guilty of treafon, fentenced his wife to lofe her head,

and declared their fon ignoble, and incapable of holding any

office in the kingdom.
CONDAMINE (Charles Marir de la), chevalier de

St. Lazare, member of a great number of academies, well

known by the reputation of his travels, which were indeed

wonderfully extenfive, was born at Paris in i7oi. He began

his journey to the eafl: very young j and after having coafled

along the fhores of Africa and Aha in the Mediteranean, he

was chofen, in 1736, to go with M. Godin to Peru, for the pur-

pofe of determining the figure of the earth at the equator^

The difficulties and dangers he fiirmounted in this expedition

arc almoft incredible ; and at one time he had nearly perifhed

by the imprudence of one of his companions, M, Seniergues.

1'he libertinifm and arrogance of this young man had fo much
irritated the inhabitants of new Cuenca, that they rofe tumul-

tuoufly againft the travellers -, but, fortunately for the reft, the

Qffender was the only victim. On his return home, la Con-
damine made a vifit to Rome, where pope Benedi6l XIV. made
him a prefent of his portrait, and granted him a difpenfation to

marry one of his nieces. Our philofopher perhaps thought

that the company of an amiable and fenfible woman would

much alleviate the infirmities to which he was fubjed. At
the age of 55 he married this niece. B'f his great equanimity,

his lively and amiable dii'pofition, he was the delight of all that

knev/ him. Two days before his death he made a witty coup-

let on the furgical operation that carried him to the grave ;

and, after having recited this couplet to a friend that came to

fee him, " You muft now leave me, added he ; I have two

letters to write to Spain ; probably by next poft, it will be too

late." La Condamine had the art of pleafing the learned by

the concern he fhe\yed in advancing their incerefts, and the

ignorant by the talent of perfuading them that they under--

ftood what he laid. Even the men of fafhion fought his com-

pany, as he was full ef anecdotes and fingular obfervations,

adapted to amufe their frivolous curiolity. However, he was

not without his defe£Vs. He v/as apt to lay too much ftrefs'

on trifles. His inquifitivenefs, as is often the cafe with tra-

vellers, rendered him indifcreet : in him it was a real pafTion,

to which he facriliced the ordinary civilities of life. Eager af-

ter fame, he loved to multiply his correfpondences and the

viiifcs?
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vifits they occafion. There were few men of any note with

whom he had not Intimacies or difputes, and fcarcely any

journal in which he did not write. Replying to every critic,

and flattered with every fpecies of praife, he defpifed no opi-

nion of him, though given by the mod contemptible fcribbler.

Such is the picture of him as drawn by the marquis de Con-
dorcet. Among his mod ingenious and valuable pieces are

the following: i. Dillance of the tropics, London, 1744. 2.

Extracfl of obfervations made on a voyage to the river of the

Amazons, 1745. 3. Brief relation of a voyage to the inte-

rior of fouth America, 8vo. 1745. 4. Journal of the voyage

made by order of the king to the equator ; with the fupple-

ment, 2 vols. 4to. 1751, 1752. 5. On the inoculation of the

fmall-pox, i2mo. 1754. 6. A letter on education, 8vo. 7. A
fecond paper on the inoculation of the fmall-pox, 1759. 8.

Travels through Italy, 1 2mo. 1 762. 9. Meafurc of the three

firft degrees of the meridian in the fouthern hemifphcre, 4to.

1 75 1. The ftyle of the different works of la Condamine is

fimple and negligent j but it is ftrewed with agreeable and
lively ftrokes that fecure to him readers. Poetry was alfo

one of the talents of our ingenious academician ; his produc-

tions of this fort were, Vers de fociete, which is full of humour ;

and pieces of a loftier ftyle, as the difpute for the armour of

Achilles, and others, tranflated from the latin poets ; the epiftlc

from an old m.an S:c. He died the 4th of February 1774, 'n\

confequence of an operation for the cure of a hernia, with

which he had been afflidled.

CONDER (John), D. D. was born in Cambridgefhire

1 7 14, and educated in London under the late Dr. Ridgley, an

eminent diflenting minifter. His firft fettlement was at Cam-
bridge, where he had a confiderable congregation *, but having

written an effay on the importance of the minifterial character

in the independent line, he was in 1755 placed at the head

-

of the academy at Mile-End, fmce removed to Hommer-
ton. In 1761 he fuccecded Mr Hall in the paftoral office

in the meeting on the pavement near Moorfields, where he
continued to officiate till the time of his death 1781, aged 07.

Befides the effay above njcntioned, he hath in print feveral fer-

nions on pubHc occafions.

CONDILLAC (Stephen Bonnot de), of the French aca-

demy and that of Berlin, abbe de Mureaux, preceptor of the

infant don Ferdinand duke of Parma, was born at Grenoble in

the prefent century, and died of a putrid fever at his eftate of
Flux near Baugenci, the 2d of Auguft i^So. Strong fenfe,

found judgement, a clear and profound knowledge of meta-

phyfics, a well chofen and extenfive reading, a fedate chara£l:er,

mauawrs grave without aufterity, a ftyle rather fententious, a

greater
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greater facility in writing than In fpeaking, mere piiilcfoplty

than fenfibility and imagination ; form the principal features

in the portrait of the abbe dc Candlllac. A colledlion irf

3. vols. i2mo, under the title of his works, contains his effay ou
the origin of human fciences, his treatife of fenfations, his'

treatifc of fyftemsj all excellent performances, replete with'

juft, luminous and novel ideas, written with precifion, deeply

confidercd, and in which the philofophic ftyle feems perfeftly

natural to the author. His courfe of !>tudy, 16 vols. i2mo.

1776, compofed for the inftruftion of his illuflrlous pupil,

is equally deferving of praife. Whenever he either reafons, or

difcufies, or purfues morality and politics amid the revolutions

of empires, it is highly to the fatisfadlion of the reader : but

in the hiftorical part, otherv/ife well executed, and full of new
views, there often feems a want of warmth and vivacity, and a

ftyle more pi£l;urefque. This book, which breathes the fin-

cereft philanthropy, and the moll ardent defire of rendering

the fovereigns of the earth beneficent raid their fubjefts hjppy,

is not cornpofed in that aifetling and piercing llyle afl'umed by

Fenelon for reaching the fame end. His narration is feeble,

dry and trite. We have alfo by him : Commerce and govern-

ment confidered in their mutual relations, ismo. a book which

has been decried by anti oeconomifts, though containing a great

number of objefts v/ell confidered j but it might have been as

well if the author had not laid down certain fyftems on the com-

merce of grain j that he had given his principles an air lefs pro-

found and abftrafted, and that on thofe matters that are of

moment to all men, he had written for the perufal of all men.

It is obferved in fome of the abbe Condillac's works, that he had

a high opinion of his own merit, and thought it not his duty to

conceal it. A inan who underftood fo well to analyfe and cal-

culate ideas, ought to have known exaclly how many new ones

he had, and that knowledge might have excufed his vanity.

He has alfo been cenfured for having, in his treatife of Senfa-

tions, eftabliftied principles from which the materialifts have

drawn pernicious conclufions -, that in his courfe of ftudy, he

has, like an incompetent judge, condemned feveral flights of

Boileau, by fubmitting poetry, which in its very nature is free,

irregular, and bold, to ihe rules of geometry. But, if he has

adopted fome of the opinions of modern philofophy, it is no

lefs true that he has frequently tempered them by a moderate

chara£l:er and a mind devoid of enthufiafm.

CONFUCIUS, or Con-fu-tsee, the celehrated chinefe phi-

lofophcr, was born in the kingdom of Lou, which is at prefent

the province of Chan Long, in the 21ft year of the reign of

Ling van, the 23d emperor of the race of Tcheou, 551 years

before the birth of Chrill. He was contemporary with Pjtha-
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gotas, and little before Socrates. He was but three years

old when he loft his father Tcho leang he, who had enjoyed

the higheft offices of the kingdom of Long ; but left no other

inheritance to his fon, except the honour of defcending from

Ti ye, the 27th emperor of the fecond race of the Chang. His

mother, whofe name was Ghing, and who fprung originally

from the illuftrious family of the Yen, lived 21 years after the

death of her hufband. Gonfucius did not grow in knowledge

by degrees, as children ordinarily do, but feemed to arrive at

reafon and the perfedt ufe of his faculties almoft from his in^

fancy. He took no delight in playing, running about, and

fuch amufements as were proper for his age : he had a grave

and ferious deportment, vt^hich gained him refpecl, and plainly

foretold what he would one day be. But What diftinguifhed

him moft, was his unexampled and exalted piety. He ho-

noured his relations ; he endeavoured in all things to imitate

his grandfather, who was then alive in China, and a moft

holy man : and it was obfervable, that he never ate any things

but he proftrated himfelf upon the ground, and ofFeretl it firft

to the fupreme Lord of heaven. One day, while he was a

child, he heard his grandfather fetth a deep figh ; and going

up to him with many bowings and much reverence, " May i

prefume," fays he, " without lofing the refpeft I owe you, to

inquire into the occafion of your grief ? perhaps you fear that

your pofterity (hould degenetate from your vii-tue, and difho-

nour you by their vices." What put this thought into your

head, fays Couttl-tfe to him, and where have you learnt to

fpeak after this manner ? "From yourfelf," replied Confucius:
** 1 attend diligently to you every time you fpeak ; and I have

often heard you fay, that a fon, who does not by his virtue fup-

port the glory of his anceftors, does not deferve to bear their

name." After his grandfather's death, he applied himfelf to

Tcem-fe, a celebrated dodtor of his time ; and, under the di-

reclion of fo great a mafter, foon made a furprifing progrefs in

antiquity^ which he confidered as the fource from whence all

genuine knowledge was to be drawn. This love for the an-

tients very nearly coft him him his life, when he was not more
than 16 years of age. Falling into difcourfe one day about

the chinefe books with a perfon of high quality, who thought

them oblcure, and not worth the pains of fearching into,

" The books you defpife," Hiys Confucius, " are full of profound

knowledge, which is not to be attained but by the wife and

learned : and the people would think cheaply of them, could

they comprehend them of themfelves. This fubordinatlon of

fpirits, by which the Ignorant are dependent upon the know-
ing, is very ufeful, and even neceflary in foclcty. Were all

families equally rich and equally powerful, there courd iiot fub-

VoL. IV. O fift-
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fift any form of government 5 but there would happen a yet

ftranger diforder, if mankind were all equally knowing, viz.

every one would be for governing, and none would think

themfclves obliged to obey. Some time ago," added Confucius,
*' an ordinary fellow made the fame obfervation to me about

the books as you have done, and from fuch a one indeed no-

thing better could be e:>;pe6.ed : but I wonder that you, a doc-

tor, fliould thus be found fpeaking like one of the loweit of

the people." This rebuke had indeed the good effecl of filenc-

ing the mandarin, and bringing him to a better opinion of the

learning of his country
5
yet vexed him fo at the fame time, as it

came from almoll a boy, that he would have revenged it by

violence, if he had not been pievented.

At the age of 19 years he took a wife, who brought him a

fon, called Pe yu. This Ton died at 50, but left behind him a

fon called Tfou-tfe, who, in imitation of his grandfather, ap-

plied himfelf enrively to the fludy of wifdom, and by his merit

arrived to the higheft ofEces of the empire. Confucius was

content with his wife only, fo long as flie lived with him i

and never kept any concubines^ as the cuflom of his country

would have allowed him to have done, bccaufe he thought it

contrary to the law of nature. I fay fo long as flie lived with

him ; for, it feems, he divorced her after fome time, and fox-

no other reafon, fay the Chinefe, but that he might be free from

all incumbrances and connexions, and at liberty to propagate

his philofophy throughout the empire. At the age of 23,

when he had gained a confiderable knowledge of antiquity, and

acquainted himfelf with the laws and cuftoms of his country,

he began to proje£l a fcheme for a general reformation. All

tlie petty kingdoms of the empire depend upon the emperor -,

but then every province was a diflinct kingdom, which had its

particular laws, and was governed by a prince of its own.

Hence it often happened that the imperial authority was not

fufficient to keep them w^ithin the bounds of their duty and
allegiance •, but efpecially at this time, when luxury, the love

of pleafure, and a general diflblution of manners, prevailed in

all thofe little courts.

Confucius, wifely perfuaded that the people could never be

happy, fo long as avarice, ambition, vcluptuoufnefs, and falfe

policy fliould reign in this manner, refolved to preach up a

fevere morality ; and accordingly he began to enforce tempe-

rance, juifice, and other virtues, to infpire a contempt of

riches and outwaixl pomp, to excite to magnanimity and a

greatnefs of foul, which fliould make men incapable of diffi-

mulation and infincerity ; and ufed all the means he could

think of, to redeem his countrymen from a life of pleafure to

a life ef reafon. He was every where known, and as univer-

fally
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fally beloved. His extenfive knowledge and great wifdom foon
made him known : his integrity and the fplendour of his vir-

tues made him beloved. Kings were governed by his counfels,

and the people reverenced him as a faint. He was offered

feveral high offices in the magiltracy, which he fometimes ac-

cepted ; but never from a motive of ambition, which he vi^as

not at all concerned to gratify, but always with a view of re-

forming a corrupt (late, and amending mankind j for he never
failed to refign thofe offices, as foon as he perceived that he
could be no longer ufeful in them. Thus, for inflance, he was
railed to a confiderable place of trull in the kingdom of Lou,
'his own native country ; where he had not exercifed his charge

above three months, when the court and provinces, through
his counfels and management, were become quite altered. He
corrected many frauds and abuks in the mercantile way, and
reduced tlie weights and meafures to their proper ilandard.

He inculcated fidelity and candour amongit the men, and ex-

horted the women to chaftity and a fimplicity of manners. By
fuch methods he v/rought a general reformation, and eftablinied

every where fuch concord and unanimity, that tl:^ whole king-

dom feemed as if it were but one great family.

The neighbouring princes began to be jealous. They eafily

perceived, that a king, under the counfels of fuch a man as

Confucius, would quickly render himfelf too powerful ; fmce
nothing can make a ftate flourifh more than good order among
the members, and an exa£l obfervance of its laws. Alarmed
at this, the king of Tfi aflembled his minifters to confider of
methods vv'hlch might put a Hop to the career of this new go-
vernment ; and, after fome deliberations, the following expe-
dient was refolved upon. They got together a great number
of young girls of extraordinary beauty, who had been inllrufted

from their infancy in finging and dancing, and were perfectly

naidreiTes of all thofe charms and accompliffiments which
might pleafe and captivate the heart. Thefe, under the pre-

text of an embalTy, they prefented to the king of Lou, and to

the grandees of his court. The prefent was joyfully received,

and had its defned effe£l. The arts of good government were
immediately negleiSted, and nothing was thought of but in-

venting new pieafures for the entertainment of the fair llran-

gers. In Ihort, nothing was regarded for fome months but
leading, dancing, {hows, &c. and the court was entirely dif-

folved in luxury and pleafure. Confucius had forefeen all

this, and endeavoured to prevent it by advifing the refufal of
the prefent ; and he now laboured to take off the de'ufion
they were fallen into, and to bring them back to reafon and
their duty. But all his endeavours proved inefFeilual : there

was nothing to be done : and the feverity of the philofopher,

O 2 whether
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whether he would or not, was obliged to give way to the

overbearing faihion of the court. Upon which he immediately

quitted his employment, exiling himfelf at the fame time from

his native country ; to try if he could find in other kingdoms,

minds and difpofitions more fit to relifh and purfue his maxims.

He pafled through the kingdoms of Tfi, Guci, and Tfon,

but met with infurmountable difficulties every where. He had

the misfortune to Hve in times when rebellion, wars and tu-

mults raged throughout the empire. Men had no time to

liften to his philofophy. They had even lefs inclination to do

it ; for, as we have faid, they were ambitious, avaricious, and

voluptuous. Hence he often met with ill treatment and re-

proachful language, and it is faid that eonfpiracies were

formed againft his life : to which may be added, that his ne-

glect of his own interefts had reduced him to the extremefl:

poverty. Some philofophers among his contemporaries were

fo afF6£led with the terrible ftate of things, that they had rufti-

cated thcmfelves into the mountains and deferts, as the only

places where happinefs could be fottn-d ; and would have per-

fuaded Confucius to have followed them. But, *M am a

man," fays Confucius, " and cannot exclude myfelf from the

fociety of men, and confort with beads. Bad as the times are,

I fhall do all I can to recall men to virtue : for in virtue are

all things, and if mankind would but once embrace it, and fub-

mit thcmfelves to its difcipline and laws, they would not want

me ov any body elfe to inftru£l: them. It is the duty of a good

man, firft to perfeft himfelf, and then to perfe(5l others.

Human nature," faid he, ** came to us from heaven pure and

perfe£l ; but in procefs of time ignorance, the pafflons, and

evil examples have corrupted it. All confifts in reftoring it to

its primitive beauty ; and to be perfecSl, we muft re-afcend to

that point from which we have fallen. Obey heaven, and fol-

low the orders of him who governs it. Love your neighbour

as yourfelf. Let your reafon, and not your fenfes, be the rule

of your conduct : for reafon will teach you to think v^ifely, to

fpeak prudently, and to behave yourfelf worthily upon all occa-

fions."

Confucius in the mean time, though he had withdrawn him-

felf from kings and palaces, did not ceafe to travel about and

do what good he could among the people, and among mankind

in general. He had often in his mouth the maxims and ex-

amples of their antieiit heroes, Yao, Chun, Yu, Tifchin tang,,

Ven fan, fo that they were thought to be all revived ia the per-

fon of this great man. We fhall not wonder, therefore,, that

he profelyted great numbers, who were inviolably attached tO'

his perfon. He is faid to have had at leaft 3000 ; 72 of

whom were diilinguifhed above the reft by their fuperior at-

tainmentSv
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ta'mments, and 10 above them all by their comprehenfivc vie\f

and perfed knowledge of his whole philofophy and dodrines.

He divided his difciples into fourclaffes, who applied themfelve«

to cultivate and propagate his philofophy, each according to his

particular diftinftion. The firft clafs were to improve their

minds by meditation, and to purify their hearts by virtue : an4

the moft famous of this clafs were Men Tfee Ac kien, Gen pc
micou, Chung kong, Yen yuen. The fecond were to cultivate

the arts of reafoning juftly, and of compofing elegant and per-

fuafive difcourfes : the moft admired among thefe were, Tfai

ngo, and Tfou kong. The fludy of the third dafs was, to learn

the rules of good government, to give an idea of it to the man-
darins, and to enable them to fill the public offices with honour:

Gen yeu and Ki lou excelled herein. The laft clafs were con-

cerned in delivering the principles of morality in a concife and
polilhed ftyle to the people : and among thefe, Tfou yeu and
Tfou hia deferved the higheft praife. Thefe i o chofen difciples

were, as it were, the flower of Confucius's fchool.

He fent 600 of his difciples into different parts of the empire,

to reform the manners of the people ; and, not fatisfied with

benefiting his own country only, he made frequent refolutions

to pafs the feas, and propagate his dodlrine to the fartheft parts

of the world. Hardly any thing can be added to the purity

of his morality. He feems rather to fpeak like a dottor of »

revealed law, than a man who had no light but what the law
©f nature afforded him : and what convinces us of his fin-

cerity is, that he taught as forcibly by example as by precept.

In (hort, his gravity and fobriety, his rigorous ablHnence, hii

contempt of riches, and what are commonly called the goods
of this life, his continual attention and watchfulnefs over his

anions, and, above all, that modefty and humility which are

not to be found among the grecian fages ; all thefe would al-

moft tempt one to believe that he was not a mere philofopher

formed by reafon only, but a man infpired by God for the re-

formation of the world, and to check that torrent of idolatry

and fuperftition, which was about to overfpread that particular

part of it. He is faid to have lived fecretly three years, and to

have fpent the latter part of his life in forrow. A few days

before his laft illnefs, he told his difciples with tears in his

eyes, that he was overcome with grief at the fight of the dif-

orders which prevailed in the empire :
" The mountain," faid

he, " is fallen, the high machine is demoliflied, and the fagcs

are all fled." His meaning was, that the edifice of perfec\ion,

which he had endeavoured to raifc, vvas entirely overthrown.

He began to languifla from that time j ^nd the 7th day before

his death, " The kings," faid he, * rejedt my maxims ; and
(inoe 1 am no longer ufeful on the e^rth, I may »s well leave

O 3 it."
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it." After thefe words he fell into a lethargy, and at the end
of feven days expired in the arms of his difciples, in his 73d
year. Upon the flrft hearing of his death, Ngai cong, who
then reigned in the kingdom of Lou, could not refrain from
tears :

" The Tien is not fatisfied with me," cried he, *' fmce

it has taken away Confucius." In reality, wife men are precious

•gifts, with which heaven blefles the earth ; and their worth is

never fo well known, as when they are taken away. Confucius

was lamented by the whole empire, which from that very mo-
ment began to honour him as a faint ; and eftablifhed fuch a

veneration for his memory, as will probably lad for ever in

thofe parts of the vi'orld. Kings have built palaces for him in

all the provinces, M'hither the learned go at certain times to

pay him homage. There are to be feen upon feveral edifices,

raifed in honour of him, infcripcions in large chara<f^ers, *' To
the great mafter." " To the Iiead do£tor." *' To the faint."

*^ 1 o the teacher of emperors and kings." They built his

fepulchre near the city Kio fou, on the banks of the river Su,

where he was wont to affemble his difciples ; and tliey have

fmce inclofed it with walls, which look like a fmall city to this

very day.

Confucius did not trufb altogether to the memory of his

difciples for the prefervation of his philofophy •, but compofed
feveral books : and though thefe books were greatly admired

for the do6lrines they contained, and the fine principles of

morality they taught, yet fuch was the unparalleled modefty of

this phiiofopher, that he never afTumed the lead honour about

them He ingenuoufly confefled, that the do£trine M'as not his

own, but was much more antient; and that he had done nothing

more than colle£l it from thofe wife legiflators Yao and Chun,
who lived. 1500 years before him. T hefe books are held in

the higheft efteem and veneration, becaufe they contain all that

he had colledled relating to the antient laws, which are looked

upon as the moft perfe£l rule of government. The number of

thefe claflical and canonical books, for fo it feems they are

called, is four. The firft is intituled, " Ta Hio, the Grand
Science, or the School of the Adults." It is this that beginners

ought to fiudy firft, becaufe it is, as it were, the porch of

the temple of wifdom and virtue. It treats of the care we
ought to take in governing ourfelves, that we may be able

afterwards to govern others : and of perfeverance in the chief

good, which, according to him, is nothing but a conformity of

our adlions to right reafon. The author calls this book " Tz
Hio, or the Grand Science," becaufe it was chiefly dellgned for

princes and grandees, who ought to govern their people wifely.

*' 'I he whole fcience of princes," fjays Confucius, " confifts in

cultivating and perfedling the feafonable natur? they have re-

5 ccive^
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ccived from Tien, and in reftorlng that light and primitive

clearnefs of judgment, which has been weakened and obfcured

by various paOions, that it may be afterwards in a capacity to

labour the perfdflions of others. To fuccced then," fays he,
** we fhould begin within ourfelves ; and to this end it is

neceffiiry to have an infight into the nature of things, and to

gain the knowledge of good and evil; to determine the will

Toward a love of this good, and an hatred of this evil : to pre-

ferve integrity of heart, and to regulate the manners according

to reafon. When a man has thus renewed himfelf, there will

be lefs difficulty in renewing others : and by tiiia means con-

cord and union reign in families, kingdoms are governed ac-

cording to the laws, and the whole empire enjoys peace and

tranquillity."

The fecond clalTical or canonical book is called " Tchong
Yong, or the Immutable Mean ;" and treats of the mean which
ought to be obferved in all things. Tchong fignifies meafis,

and by Yong is underftood that which is conllant, eternal, im-
mutable. He undertakes to prove, that every wife man, and
chiefly thofe who have the care of governing the worldj fhould

follow this mean, which is the eflencc of virtue. He enters

upon his fubjeifl by defining human nature, and its pafiions;

then he brings feveral examples of virtue and piety, as fortitude,

prudence, and filial duty, which are propofed as fo many patterns

to be imitated in keeping this mean. In the next place he fhews,

that this menu, and the pra£lice of i:, is the right and true

path which a wife man fliould purfue, in order to attain the

higheft pitch of virtue.—The third book " Yun Lu, or the

Book of Maxims," is a colle£lion of fententious and moral
difcourfes, and is divided into 20 articles, containing only quif-

tions, anfwers, and fayings of Confucius and his difciples, on
virtue, good works, and the art of governing well ; the tenth

article excepted, in which the difciples of Confucius particularly

defcribe the outward deportment of their mailer. There are

fome maxims and moral fentences in this colle6lion, equal to

thofe of the feven wife men of Greece, which have always

been fo much admired.—The fourth book gives an idea of a

perfect government j it is called *' Meng Tfee, or the Book of

Mentius ;'' becaufe, though numbered among the ciaffical and
canonical books, it is more properly the work of his difciple

Mentlus. To thefe four books they add two others, which
have almoft an equal reputation ; the firll is called *' Hiao
King," that is, " of Filial Reverence," and contains the an-

fwers which Confucius made to his difcipie Tfeng, concerning
the refpeft which is due to parents. The fecond is called
*' Sias Hio," that is, *' the Science, or the School of Children ;

which is a colle6lion of fentences and examples taken from

Q 4 antitnt



too C O N G R E V E.

antient and modern authors. They who would have a perfeft

knowledge of all thefe works, will find it in the latin tranfla-

tion of father Noel, one of the moft antient miflionaries of

China, which was printed at Prague in lyi i.

We muft not conclude our account of this celebrated phi-

lofopher, without mentioning one moft remarkable particular

relating to him, which is this j viz. that in fpite of all the pains

he had taken to eftablifti pure religion and found morality iq

the empire, he was neverthelefs the innocent occafion of their

corruption. There goes a tradition in China, that when Con-

fucius was complimented upon the excellency of his philofo-

phy, and his own conformity thereto, he modeftly declined

the honour that was done him, and faid, that " he greatly fell

fhort of the moft perfect degree of virtue, but that in the

weft the moft holy was to be found." Moft of the mifllon-

arles who relate this are firmly perfuaded that Confucius

forefaw the coming of the Mefliah, and meant to predi£l

it in this ftiort fentence ; but whether he did or not, it

is certain that it has always made a very ftrong impref-

fion upon the learned in China : ^nd the emperor Mimti,

who reigned 6^ years after the birth of Chrift, was fo touched

with this faying of Confucius, together with a dream, in which

he faw the image of a holy perfon coming from the weft, that

he fitted out a fleet, with orders to fail till they had found himj,

and to bring back at leaft his image and his writings. The
perfons fent upon this expedition, not daring to venture farther,

went a-ftiore upon a little ifland not far from the Red Sea,

where they found the ftatue of Fohi, who had Infe£led the In^

dies with his dodrlnes 500 years before the birth of Con-

fucius. This they carried back to China, together with the

metempfychofis, and the other reveries of this Indian philofor

pher. The difciples of Confucius at firft oppofed thefe newly

imported dodrlncs with all the vigour imaginable ; inveighing

vehemently againft Mimti, who introduced them, and denounc-

ing the judgment of heaven on fuch emperors as fhould fupport

them. But all their endeavours were vain ; the torrent bore

hard againft them, and the pure religion and found morality of

Confucius were foon corrupted, and in a manner overwhelmed,

by the prevailing idolatries and fuperftitions which were in-

troduced with the idol Fohi.

CONGREVE (William), an cnglifti dramatic writer and

pott, v/as defcended of an antiept family in Staffbrdfhire, and

born in 1672. Some have made him a native of Ireland, upon

the authority of his friend Southern ; but it feems reafonable

to believe Mr. Jacob upon this occafion, who affirms him to

have been born in England. Jacob, fpeaking in his preface,

'f>i the communications he had received from living authors,

M
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hzi this pafTage :
" I am particularly obliged to Mr. Congrevc

for his free and early communication of what relates to himfelf,

as well as his kind diredions for the compofing of this woric :**

which work being publiihed in Congrevc's life-time, and no ex-

ception made to the account given of himielf, renders Jacob's

authority in this cafeindifputable. What led Southorn and others

into this miltake, was probably Congreve's being carric I into

Ireland when he was very young; for his father iiad there a

command in tlse army, and afterwards became fteward in the-

Burlington family, which fixed the refidence of himfelf and

family in that kingdom. Congreve was fent to il:e fcl.ool of

Kilkenny, and thence to the univerfity of Dublin; wheie he

acquired a perfedl Ikill in all the branches of polite literature.

A little after the revolution in 1688, he was fent over to Lon-
don, and placed in the Middle-temple: but the law proving too

dry for him, he troubled himfelf little with it, and continued

to purfue his former ftudies. His firft produ61:ion as an au-

thor, was a novel, which, under the aflumed name of Cleophil,

he dedicated to Mrs. Catherine Levefon. The title of it was,
f' Incognita, or Love and duty reconciled." Vivacity of wit,

fluency of ftyle, and ftrength of judgment are (hewn in this

work ', and the merit of it is great, if we confider it as the

firft-fruits of a youth of 17. It has been faid, that at the

bottom it is a true hiftory , and though the fcene is laid in

Italy, yet the adventures happened in England. As he did not

then think proper to own this piece to the world, fo whatever

reputation he gained by it, was gonfined within the circle of a

few acquaintance.

Soon after he applied himfelf to dramatic compofition, and
wrote a comedy called " The Old Bachelor ;" of which Dry-
den, to whom he was recommended, faid, *' that he never faw
fuch a firft play in his life ; and that it would be a pity to have

it mifcarry for a few things, which proceeded not from the aur

thor's want of genius or art, but from his not being acquainted

with the ftage and the town." Dryden revifed and corrected

it; and it was afled in 169?. The prologue, intended to be

fpoken, was written by lord Falkland ; the play was admirably-

performed, and received with fuch general applaufe, that Con-
greve was thenceforward confidered as the prop of the declining

ftage, and as the rifing genius in dramatic poefy. It was tins

play, and the very fingular fuccefs that attended it upon the

ftage, and after it came from the prefs, which recomn::ended its

author to the patronage of lord Halifax : who^ being defirous

to place fo eminent a wit in a ftate of eafe and tranquillity,

made him immediately one of the commiflioners fur liccnfmg

hackney-coaches ; beftowed upon him foon after a place in the

Pipe-office j and the office of a commiffioner of wine liLenfes,

worth
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worth 600I. per annum. We need not wonder that, after fuch

encouragement as the town, and even the critics, had given

him, he Ihould quickly make his appearance again on the ftage ;

and accordingly, the year after, he brought on " The Double
Dealer.*' This play, though highly approved and commended
by the befl judges, was not fo univerfally applauded as his lail

;

tlae caufe of which is fuppofed to have been the regularity of

the performance ; for regular comedy was then a new thing.

Q[aeen Mary dying at the clofe of this year, Congreve wrote

a paltoral on that occafion, intituled, " The mourning mufe of

Alexis ;" which, in point of fnnplicity, elegance, and correcfl-

nefs, is equal to any thing of the kind that has appeared in

our language. In 1695 he produced his comedy called " Lo\^

for Love," which gained him much applaufe ; and the fan-ve

year dillinguifhed himfelv in a new kind of poetry, by addrefling

to king William an ode " Upon the taking of Namur •," in

which he fucceeded greatly. After having eftablifhed his re-

putation as a comic writer, he had a mind to attempt a tragedy;

and, in 1697, his " Mourning Bride" was acted at the new
theatre in Lincoln's-inn Fields. Few plays had raifed higlier

expe£lations, and fewer had anfwered them : in fliort, it was

not pofilble for any thing to be better received. His attention

was now called off from the theatre to another fpecies of com-

pofition, which was wholly new, and not very agreeable to

him. His four plays were attacked wich great fharpnefs by

that zealous reformer of the ftage, Jeremy Collier ; who,

without any pity for his youth, or conQderation of his fine

parts, fell upon him, not as a dull or taftelefs, but as a dangerous

and pernicious writer. The truth is, and it muft be owned,

he had admitted many libertinifms into his plays ; and Collier

attacked him as a very immoral writer. An anfwer was ne-

qeliary, and therefore an anfwer was given ; which, if it does

not entirely juftify him, Ihews however great modefty and

wit. it was printed in 1698 -, and the title of it is, " Amend-
ments of Mr. Collier's falfe and imperfed citations, &c. from

the Old Bachelor, Double Dealer, Love for Love, Mourning

Bride. By the author of thofe plays." In this apology for

his own conducl, he lays down many things which are well

worth knowing j and without knowing which, it is impoffible

to form a right notion of the innocence, excellence, or ufe of

play<.

Though this quarrel is believed to have created in him fome

dillafte to the ftage, yet he afterwards brought on another co-

medy. Intituled, " The Way of the Vv'orld j" of which it gave

fo jull a pidture, that the world feem^ed refolved not to bear it.

This completed the difgufl of our author to the theatre ; upon

which the celebrated "critic Dennis, though not very famous
for
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for either, faul a very fine and a very kind thing, " that Mr.
Congreve quitted the (la;re early, and that conu'dy left it with

hini." This play hov/evtr has long ago triumphed over its ad-

vcrfaries, and is now jullly eftecmed, as much as it dcferves to

be. He amufed himfelf afterwards with compofing original poems
and tranflations, which he colle£\:ed in a volume, and publiihed

in 17 10, when Swift defcribes him as *' never free from the

gout;" and " almolt blind;" yet amufing himfelf vi^ith writing

a *' Tatler."

He had a fine taile for mufic as well as poetry; as appears

from his " Hymn to Harmony in honour of St. Cecilia's day,

1701," fet by ]^.Ir. John Eccles, his great friend, to whom he
was alfo obliged for fetting feveral of his fongs. His early ac-

quaintance with the great had procured him an eafy and inde-

pendent ftation in life, to which it is very rare that either true

genius or literary merit of any kind recommends a man : and
this freed him from all obligations of courting the public favour

any longer. He was flill under the tie of gratitude to his il-

luftrious patrons ; and as he never milled an opportunity of pay-
ing his compliments to them, fo on the other hand he always
fhewed great regard to perfons of a lefs exalted ftation, who
had been ferviceable to him on his entrance Into public life. He
wrote an epilogue for his old friend Southern's tragedy of

Oroonoko ; and we learn fi-om Dryden himfelf, how much he
was obliged to his afiiftance in the trandation of Virgil. He
contributed alfo the eleventh fatire to the tranfiation of " Juve-
nal," publiflred by that great poet, and wrote fome excellent

verfes on the tranHatlon of Perfius, performed by Dryden
alone.

The beftpart of the lad 20 years of his life was fpent in eafe

and retirement; but towards the end of it, he was much af-

flitled with gout, which brought on a gradual decay. It was
for thjp, that in the lummer of 178, he went to Eath for the

benefit of the waters, where he had the misfortune to be over-

turned in his chariot ; from which tim.e he complained of a pain

in his fide, which was fuppofed to arife from fome inward bruife.

Upon his return to London, his health declined more and more ;

and he died at his houfe in Surry-llreet in the Strand, Jan. 19.

1729. On the 26th, his corpfe lay in flate in the Jerufalem
chamber ; whence the fame evening it was carried with ^vezt

folemnity into Henry Vlkh's chapel at Wefi:minfi:er, aiid after-

wards interred in the abbey. The pall was fupported by tiie

duke of Bridgewater, earl of Godolphin, lord Cobham, lord

AVilmington, the hon. George Berkeley, efq. and brigadier

general Churchill ; and colonel Congreve followed as chief

mourner. Some time a^er, a neat and elegant rponumcnt
vva»
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•was erec!cd to his memory, by Henrietta duchefs of Marlbo-
rough [?]. •

It has been obferved of Congreve, that no man ever pafled

through life with more cafe and lefs envy than he. No change
of miniftries afFe6ted him in the leaft, nor was he ever removed
from any port that was given him, except to a better. His
place in the Cuftom-houfe, and his office of fecretary in Ja-
maica, are faid to have brought him in upwards of 1200 1. per
annum j and though he lived fuitably to fuch a fortune, yet by
his ceconomy he raifed from thence a competent eftate. He
was always upon good terms with the wits of his time, and ne-
ver involved in any of their quarrels, nor did he receive from
-any of them the leaft mark of diflafle or diffatisfadlion. On
the contrary, they were follicitous for his approbation, and re-

ceived it as the highefl fanclion of merit. Addifon teftified his

perfonal regard for him, and his high efteem of his writings, in

many inftances. Steele confidered him as his patron upon one
occafion, and was defirous of fubmitting to him as an umpire
on another [g]. Even Pope, though jealous, it is faid, of his

poetical chara£^er, has honoured him with the higheft teftimony

of deference and efteem [h].
" Congreve," fays Dr. Johnfon, " has merit of the higheft"

Icind ; he is an original writer, who borrowed neither the mo-
dels of his plot, nor the manner of his dialogue. Of his plays

I cannot fpeak diftinftly, for fince I infpefled them many years

have pafled ; but what remains upon my memory is, that his

characters are commonly fiditious and artificial, with very lit-

tle of nature, and not much of life. He formed a peculiar idea

of comic excellence, which he fuppofed to confift in gay re-

marks and unexpected anfwers ; but that which he endeavoured^

he feldom failed of performing. His fcenes exhibit not much
of humour, imagery, or paflion : his perfonages are a kind of

intellectual gladiators ; every fentence is to ward or ftrike -, the

conteft of fmartnefs is never intermitted ; his wit is a meteor

playing to and fro with alternate corrufcations. His comedies

have therefore, in fome degree, the operation of tragedies

;

they furprife rather than divert, and raife admiration oftenef

than merriment. But they are the works of a mind replete

with images, and quick in combination. Of his mlfcellaneous

poetry I cannot fay any thing very favourable. The powers of

{?] To whom he bequeathed a legacy by the imprudence of his relation reduced

of about iQ.cooI. the accumulation of to difficulties and diitrefs. Dr.'yuhnfun..

attentive parfimony, which, though to [c] In the dedication of his Mifcella-

her luperfiuous and ufelefs, might have nics, and intheaddrels prefixed to Ad-
given gieat afTutaiice to the antient fami- difon's Drummer,

ly from which ht dtlcc.^«led, at that time [hJ Poftfcript to his tranflation of Ho-
mer's Iliad.

Congreve

7
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Congreve feem to defert him when he leaves the ftagc, as An-
txus was no longer ftrong than he could fouch the ground. It

cannot be obferved without wonder, that a mind fo vigorous

and fertile in dramatic compofitions (hould on any other occa-

lion difcover nothing but impotence and poverty. He has in

thefe little pieces neither elevation of fancy, fele£lion of lan-

guage, nor fkill in verfification : yet if I were required to fele6b

from the whole mafs of Englifh poetry the mod poetical para-

graph, I know not what i could prefer to an exclamation ia

* The Mourning Bride ;*

Alm. It was a fancy'd nolfe ; for all is hufh'd.

Leon. It bore the accent o( a human voice.

Alm. It was thy fear, or elfe fome tranfient wind
WhilUing thro' hollows of this vaulted ifle

:

We'll liften

Leon. Hark!
Alm. No, all is hufli'd, and ftill as death.—'Tis dreadful

»

How reverend is the face of this tall pile
j

Whofe ancient pillars rear their marble heads,

To bear aloft its arch'd and pond'rous roof,

By its own weight made ftedfaft and immoveable.

Looking tranquillity ! it ftrikes an awe
And terror on my aching fight ; the tombs
And monumental caves of death look cold.

And ftioot a chillnefs to my trembling heart.

Give me thy hand, and let me hear thy voice j

Nay, quickly fpeak to me, and let me hear

Thy voice—my own affrights me with its echoes,

** He who reads thofe lines enjoys for a moment the powers,

of a poet ; he feels what he remembers to have felt before, but
he feels it with great increafe of fenfibillty ; he recognizes a fa-

miliar image, but meets it again amplified and expanded, em-
bellillied with beauty, and enlarged withmajefty.

" The ' Birth of the Mufe ' is a miferable fidlion. One good
line it has, which was borrowed from Dryden : of his irregular

poems, that to Mrs. Arabella Hunt feems to be the belt : his
• Ode for Cecilia's Day,' however, has fome lines which Pope
had in his mind when he wrote his own. His Imitations of

Horace are feebly paraphraitical, and the additions which he
makes are of little value. He fometimes retains what were
more properly omitted, as when he talks of vervain and gums
to propitiate Venus. Of his tranflations the * Satire of Juvenal'

was written very early, and may therefore be forgiven, though
it have not the maffinefs and vigour of the original, in all his

verfions ftrength and fprightlinefs are wanting : his Hymn to

Venus, from Homer, is perhaps the belt. His lines are weak-
ened with expletives, and his rhymes are frequently imperfetft-

"His
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" His petty poems are feldom worth the cofi: of criticlfm

:

fometimes the thoughts are falfe, and fometimes common. In

his * Verfcs on Lady Gethin,' tlie latter part is an imitation of

Dryden's * Ode on Mrs. Killigrew;' and ' Doris,' that has been
fo laviflily flattered by Steele, has indeed fome lively (lanzas,

but the expreffion mi!:fht be mended ; and the moft finking part

of the character had been already lliewn in ' Love for Love.*

His 'Art of Pleafing ' is founded on a vulgar but perhaps im-
practicable principle, and the ftalenefs of the fenfe is not con-
cealed by any novelty of illullration or elegance of didlicn.

This tiflue of poetry, from which he feems to have hoped a

lading name, is totally negledcd, and known only as it is ap-

pended to his plays. "While comedy or while tragedy is re-

garded, his plays are likely to be read ; but, except what relates

to the ftage, I know not tl.at he has ever written a (lanza that

is fung, or a couplet that is quoted. The general cliaradfer of

his * Mifcellanies ' is, that they (hew little wit, and little vir-

tue. Yet to him it muft be confefTed that we are indebted for

the correction of a national error, and the cure of our pindaric

niadnefs. He firft taught the Engliih writers that Pindar's odes

were regular; and though certainly he had not the fire requi-

fite for the higher fpecies of lyric poetry, he has fhewn us that,

enthufiafm h;is its rules, and that in mere confufion there is

neither grace nor greatnefs."

We will conclude our account of Congreve with the charac-

ter given of him by Voltaire-, who has not failed to dojuilice

to high merit, at the. fame time that he has freely animadverted
on him, for a foolidi piece of afteClatlon. *' He raifed the glory

of comedy," fays Voltaire, " to a greater height than any En-
gliih writer before or fince his time. He wrote only a few plays,

but they are excellent in their kind. The laws of the drama are

ftriClly obfcrved in them. They abound with charafters, all

which are Ihadowed with the utmoft delicacy ; and we meet
with not fo much as one low or coarfe jefl. The language is

every where that of men of fafliion ; but their anions are thofe

of knaves ; a proof, tliat he was perfeClly well acquainted with

human nature, and frequented what we call polite company.
He was infirm, and come to rhe verge of life, when I knew him.

Mr. Congreve had one defecl, which was his entertaining too

mean an idea of his firfl: profeffion, that of a writer ; though it

was to this he owed his fame and fortune. He fpoke of his

works as of triiles that were beneath him ; and hinted to me, in

our firft converfation, that I Ihould vifit him upon no other foot

than that of a gentleman, who led a life of plainnefs and fim-

plicity. I anfwered, that had he been fo unfortunate as to be

a mere gentleman, I fliould never have come to fee him ; and I

was very much difgufbed at fo unfcafonable a piece of vanity."

CONNOR



CONNOR. 207

CX3NN0R (Dr. Bernard), a phyficiim 2nd learned writer,

was delccnclecl of an antiv^nt family in Ireland, and born in the

county of Kerry about 1066. His family being of the popi(h

religion, he was not educated regularly in the grammar-fchools

And univerfity of that ifland : neverthelefs he had all proper

learning given him, and when he grew up, applied himfelf to

the iludy of phyiic. About 1686, he went to France, relided for

foine time in the univerfity of Montpelier ; -dnd from thcjice to

Paris, where he dillinguiflied himfeif in his art, and became
famous in particular for anatomy and chemiltry. He proftiled

himfelf delirous of travelling •, and, as theie were two fons of

the high chancellor of Poland then on the point of returning to

their own country, it was thought expedient that they ihould

take that long journey under the care and infpedion of Connor.

He accordingly conduced them very fafely to Venice, where
he found the honourable William Legge, afterwards baron and
earl of Dartmouth, very ill o^ a fever. He recovered him, ami
accompanied him to Padua ; whence he went through Tyrol,

Bavaria, and Aullria, down the Danube, to Vienna ; and after

having made fome (lay at the court of the emperor Leo :^old,

palled through Moravia and Sileiia to Cracow, and thence in

tight days to Warfaw. Pie was well received at the court of

king John Sobieiki, and was afterwards made his phyfjcian.

This was very extraordinary preferment for io young a man,
and in fo (hort a time ; for it happened in the beginning of

169JI, when Connor was not above 28 years of age.

His reputation in the court of Poland was very great, and
highly raifed by the judgment he made of the duchefs of Rad-
zevil's diltemper, All the phyficians of the court took it to be
no more than an ague, from which the might eafily be recovered

by the bark; but Connor infifled, that fne had anabfcefs in her
liver, and that her cafe was defperate. As this lady was the

king's only uder. Ids prediction made a great noife, more ef-

peci,u!y when it was iutliiied by tf\e event ; for (he not only-

died .within a month, but, upon the opening of her body, the

do'ffor's opinion of her malady was fully verified- Great as

Connor's fame was in Poland, he did not propofe to remain
longer there than was requifite to finifli his enquiries into the
natural hiftory, and other remarkables of that kingdom ; and as

he favy the king could not lail long, and that he had no pro-
fpetts of advantage afterwards, he refolved to quit that country,
and to return to England. This fair occailon foon prefented it-

felf. The king had an only daughter, the princefs Terefa Cu-
nigunda, who had efpoufed the eleffor of Bavaria by proxy in

Augufl 1694. '^s ^'^^ '^•'^s to make a journey from Warfaw to
Bruliels, of near looo milcs, and in the midil of winter, it w^s
thought neccflary thiit (he Ihould be attended by a phyHcian.

Connor
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Connor procured himfelf to be nominated to that cmptoy-
ment j and, after reaching Bruflels, took leave of the princefsy

fet out for Holland, and thence to England, where he arrived

in Feb. 1695.
He llaid fome (hort time at London, and then went to Ox-

ford, where he read public leftures upon the animal oeconomy.
In his travels through Italy, he had converfed with Malpighi,

Bellini, Redi, and other celebrated perfons, of whofe acquain-

tance he had made a proper ufe ; and he now explained the

new difcoveries in anatomy, chemiftry, and phyfic, in fo clear

and judicious a manner, that his reputation was foon I'aifed to a

confiderable height. It was increafed by printing, during his

refidence at Oxford, fome learned and accurate diflertations in

latin under the following general title, " Diflertationes medico-
phyficje de antris lethiferis, de montis Vefuvii incendio, de
llupendo olFium coalitu, de immani hypogaftri farcomate.'*

Many curious queftions are difcufled, and curious fatts related,

in thefe diflertations, which difcover their author to have been
a man of much thought and obfervation, as well as of great

reading and general knowledge. He returned in the fummer
of 1695 to London, where he read le£^ures as he had done at

Oxford ; and became foon after a member of the Royal Society,

and alfo of the college of phyficians. In 1696 he went to

Cambriilge, and read ledlures there; and upon his return to

London was honoured with a letter from the bitliop of Plefkof,

in which was contained the cafe of his old mailer the king of

Poland. His advice was defired upon it, but before he could

fend it, the news came of that monarch's death.

In 1697 he publifhed his " Evangelium medici : feu medi-

cina myflica de fufpenfis naturre legibus, five de miraculis, re-

liquifque fv toij B^^moi; memoratis, qux medicae indagini fubjic!

poflunt. Ubi perpenfis prius corporum nntura, fano & mor-
bofo corporis humani ftatu, nee non motus legibus, rerum ftatus

fuper naturam, praecipue qui corpus humanum & animam fpec-

tant, juxta medicinae principia explicantur." This little trea-

tife, containing 16 fetlions only, made a great noife, and was
reprinted within the year. The author acquired reputation by
the ingenuity and learning he had ftiewn in it ; but his ortho-

doxy and religion were called in queftion, and he even pafied

for an atheift with fome. But whatever room there might be
for this cenfure, Connor is faid to have meant no harm at the'

bottom ; though it muft be allowed that his book had not a fa-

vourable afpeft towards revelation, fince it looked like an at»

tempt to account for the miracles of the Bible upon natural prin-

ciples.

The Polifh ele(ftion, upon the death of Sobiefki, having a

ftrong influence upoa the general fyllem of affairs in Europe,

and
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and being a common topic of difcourfe at tint time, induced

many conlidcrable perfons to feek the acquaintance of Connor,

that they might learn from him the (late of that kingdom
;^

which being httle known, the do6lor was defircJ to pubHih

what he knew of the PoHfli nation and country. He did fo

;

and his work came out under the title of " The hi (lory of Po-

land, in feveral letters, &:c." 'I he two volumes, of which this

work confifts, were publlflied feparately ; and the lad more ef-

pecially carries in it many marks of precipitation, but it may be

read with pleafure and advantage. T^were are fome particulars

which fell more immediately under the author's own infpeftion,

that are very curious, and not to be met with elfewhere ; fuch

as his account of the falt-mines, of young children carried away
and nouriflied by bears, and of the difeafes peculiar to that

country. Connor was likely to prove a very eminent man in

his profeffion ; but in the flower of his age, and juft as he began

to reap the fruits of his learning, ftudy, and travels, he was
attacked by a fever, which after a {hort illnefs carried him ofF,

Od. 1698, when he was little more than 32 years of age. He
had, as we obferved before, been bred in the romifh religion j

but had embraced that of the church of England, upon his firft

coming over from Holland. It has neverthelefs been a matter

of doubt, in what communion he died ; but from his funeral

fermon preached by Dr. Hayley, re6lor of St. Giles's in the

Fields, where he was interred, it feems reafonable to conclude

that he continued in the proteftant profeffion while he retained

his fenfes, though a creeping popifh pried might take fome
advantage of him after he had loft them.

CONRART (Valentin), fecretary of the french king's

council, was born at Paris 1603. The Academic Francoife, to

which he was perpetual fecretary, confiders him as its father and
founder.' It was in his houfe that this illuftrious fociety took

its birth in 1629, and continued to aflemble till 1634. Con-
rart contributed much to render thefe meetings agreeable by his

tafte, his affability and politenefs. He therefore defervedly ftill

enjoys a degree of celebrity in the republic of letters, though
he was unacquainted with greek, and knew but little of latin.

He publillied however fome pieces of no great merit ; as, i.

Letters to Fellbian, Paris 1681, i2mo. 2. A treatife on ora-

toiical action, Prais, 1657, i2mo. reprinted in i686, under the.

name of Michel le Faucheur. 3. Extracts from Martial, 2 vols.

i2mo. and a few other trifles. He died Sept. 23, 1675, at the

age of 72. Conrart managed his eftate without avarice and
without prodigality. He was generous, obliging, and condant
in his friendlhips. He was in habits of intimacy with the

principal people in the feveral departments of the government,
who confulted him in the mod impc5rtant affairs; and, as he
Vol. IV. P had
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had a complete knowledge of the world, they found great re-

fources in his judgment. He kept inviolably the fecret of

others as well as his own. Being brought up a proteftant, he

continued firm to his profeffion. It is faid that he revifed

the writings of the famous Claude before they went to prefs.

Conrart was related to Godeiu, afterwards bifhop of Vence,
' who, whenever he c^me to town, lodged at his houfe : feveral

men of letters came there alfo, for the fake of converfing with

the abbe : and this was the firft origin of the academy.
CONRINGIUS (Hermannus), profeflbr of law at Helm-

Hadt, was born at Norden in Frifia, 1606; and died in 168 f.

He was perfedlly verfed in modern hiftory, and confulted by

feveral princes upon the aflairs of Germany. He compofed

many works upon law and hiftory, German law particularly ;

and there is a very learned and curious work of his, intituled,

" De antiquitatibus academicis dillertationes feptem ;" the beft

edition of which is that of Gotiingen, 1739, 4to. All his

works were colleded and printed at Brunfwick, 173 I, in 6 vols,

folio.

. CONSTANTIN (Roelrt), dodor of phyfic, and profeflbr

of the belles lettres in the uniyerfity of Caen ; where he was
born in 1502. He acquired vaft reputation by his Ikill in the

greek language. He lived to 103 years of age, and, it is faid,

without any failure of powers in either body or mind. He died

of a pleurify in 1605. He has left, i. A lexicon, greek and latin ;

better digefled and conduced, as fome think, than that of

Henry Stephens : Stephens ranging the greek words according

to their roots, Conftantin in alphabetical order. 2. Three
books of greek and latin antiquities. 3. Thefaurus rerum &
verborum utriufque linguse. 4. Supplementum linguie latinjc,

feu di£lionarium abftru forum vocabulorum die.

CONbTANTINE, ufually called the Great, is memorable
for having been the firfl emperor of the Romans, who efta-

biifhed chriftianity by the civil power ; and was born at Nalfllis,

a town of Dardania, 272. The emperor Conftantius Chlorus

V/as his father ; and was the only one of thofe who fhared the

empire at that time, that did not perfecute the chriftians. His

mother was Helena, a woman of low extraftion, and the miftrefs

of Conftantius, as fome fay ; as others, the wife, but never ac-

knowledged publicly : and it is certain, that (he never pofl'efled

the title of emprefs, till it was bellowed on her by her fon

after the deceafe of his father. Conftantine was a very pro-

mifing youth, and gave many proofs of his conduct and cou-

rage ; which however began to difplay themfelves more openly

a little before the death of his father. For, being detained at

til? court of Galerius as an hoflage, aad difcerning that Galerius

and his colleagues intended to feize upon that part of the em-
pire
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pire which belonged to his father, who coukl not now live a

long rime, he made his efcape, and fet oft" pod for England,

where Conibntius then was. When he avrived there, he found
Conftantius upon his death -bed, who nev:rthclefs was glad to

fee him, and named him for his fucceflbr. C onilantius died at

York in 306, and Conftantine was immediately procinimed em-
peror by the foldiers : which occafioned his panegyrifh to cry

out, *' O fortanata, & nunc omnibus beatior terris Britannia,

quae Conftantium C?efarem prima vidilti !" Galerius at firit

would not allow him to take any other title than that of Cjefar,

which did not hinder him from reigning in England, Gaul,
and Spain : but having gained leveral viciories over the Ger-
mans and Barbarians, he took the title of Auguftus, in 308, with
the confent of Galerius himfelf. Some time after, he marched
into Italy with an army of 40.000 m.cn againll the emperor
Maxentius, who had almoft made defolate the city of Rome by
his cruelties •, and after feveral engagements, in which he al-

ways came off conqueror, finally fubdued him. Eufebius relates,

that Conftantine had protefted to hirn, how he had feen in that

expedition a luminous body in the heavens in the fnape of a
crofs, with this infcription, TsJo) vikx, " By this thou fhalt con-
quer :" and how Jefus Chrift himfelf appeared to him after-

wards in a dream, and ordered him to erecl a llandard crofs-

like j which, after his vidory, he did in the midll of the city

of Rome, and caufed the following words to be infcribed upon
it :

" By this falutary fign, which is the emblem of real power,
I have delivered your city from the dominion of tyrants, and
have reftored the fenate and people of Rome to their antient

dignity and fplendour." But thefe miraculous appearances may
be naturally explained, eithtr by the policy or the enthufiafm of
the emperor. Whilft his a^ixiety for the approaching day,

which muft decide the fate of the empire, was fufpended by a
(liort and interrupted flumber, the venerable form of Chrift, and
the well-known fymboi of his religion, might forcibly offer

themfelves to the active fancy of a prince who reverenced the

name, and had perhaps fecretiy implored the power of the God
of the chriftians. As readily might a confummate ftatefman in-

dulge himfelf in the ufe of one of thofe military ftratagems, one
of thofe pious frauds, which Philip and Sertorius had employed
with fuch art and effect. The phiioiopher (fays an elegant and
celebrated hiftorian), who with calm fufpicion examines the
dreams and omens, the miracles and prodigies of profane or
even of ecclehaftical hillory, will probably conclude, that if the
eyes of the fpeclators have fometimes been deceived by fraud,

the underftanding of the readers has much n.ore frequently been
infulted by fiction. Every event, or appearance, or accident,

which feems to deviate from the ordinary courfe of nature, has

P 2 been
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been rafhly afcribed to the immediate a£lion of the deity ; and
the aftonifhed fancy of the multitude has fometimes given fhape

and colour, language and motion, to the fleeting but uncom-
mon meteors of the air. Nazarius and Eufebius are the two
moft celebrated orators, who, in ftudied panegyrics, have la-

boured to exalt the glory of Conftantine. Nine years after the

roman vi£lory, Nazarius defcrihes an army of divine warriors,

who feemed to fall frorn the fky : he marks their beauty, their

fpirit, their gigantic forms, the dream of light which beamed
from their celeftial armour, their patience in fuffering them-
felves to be heard, as well as fecn, by mortals ; and their de-

claration that they were fent, that they flew to the afliflance of

the great Conllantine. For the truth of this prodigy, the pagan

orator appeals to the whole gallic nation, in whofe prefeuce he
was then fpeaking -, and feems to hope that the antient ap-

paritions would now obtain credit from this recent and public

event. The chriftian fable of Eufebius, which, in the fpace of

twentv-fix years, might arife from the original dream, is call in

a much more correal and elegant mould. In one of the marches
of Condantine, he is reported to have feen with his own eyes

the luminous trophy of the crofs placed above the meridian

frui, and infcribed with the following words : " By this, con-

quer." This amazing cbie61: in tlie llcy aftonifhed the whole
army, as well as the emperor himfelf, who was yet undeter-

mined in the choice of a religion ; but his aftonifliment was
converted into faith by tlic vifion of th.e enfuing night. Chrift

appeared before his eyes ; and, difplaying t}\e fame celeftial

fign of the crofs, he dire£l:ed Conftantine to frame a limllar

ftandard, and to march, with an affurance of victory, againft

Maxentius and all his enemies. The learned bifhop of Ccefarea

appears to be fenfible, that the recent difcovery of this mar-

vellous anecdote would excite fomc furprize and diftruft amongft

tlie moft pious of his readers. Yet, Initead of afcertaining the

preclfe circumftances of time and place, which always ferve to

dete£l falfehoou, or eftablifti truth ; inftead of colleffing and

recording the evidence of fo many living witnefTes, who muft

have been fpe£tators of this ilupendous miracle ; Eufebius

contents himfelf with alleging a very lingular teftimony ; that

of the deceaftd Conftantine, who, many years after the event,

in the freedom of converfation, had related to him this extraor-

dinary incident of l)Is own life, and had attefted the truth of

it by a folemn oatlu The prudence and gratitude of the

learned prelate forbade liim to fiifnect the veracity of his vic-

torious mafter j but he plainly intimates, that in a fatl of fuch

a nature, he ihould have refufed his aiftnt to any meaner au-

thority. This motive of credibility could not furvivc the power

of the Flavian family 5 and the celeftial fign, which the inhdels

might
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might afterw^ards deride, was difregarded by the clirlftians of

the age which immediately followed ,the converfion of Conil.ni-

tine. But the cathoHc church, both of the ealt and of the

weft, has adopted a prodigy which favours, or feems to favour,

the popular M'orfhip of the crofs. The vifion of Conftantine

, maintained an honourable place in tlie legend of fupcrftition, till

the bold and fagacious fplrit of criticifm prefumed to depreciate

the triumph, and to arraign the truth of the firlt chriitian

emperor.

The proteftant and philofophic readers of the prefent age

will incline to believe, that, in the account of his own conver-

fion, Conftantine attefted a wilful falfehood by a folemn and
deliberate perjury. They may not hefitate to pronounce, that,

in the choice of a religion, his mind was determined only by a

fenfe of Intereft ; and that, according to the exprelTion of a

profane poet, he ufed the altars of the church as a convenient

fbotftool to the throne of the empire. A conclufion fo harfh

and fo abfolute is not, however, warranted by our knowledge of

human nature, of Conftantine, or of chriftianity. In an age of

religious fervour, the moft artful ftatefmen are obferved to feel

fome part of the enthufiafm which they infpii'e ; and the moft
orthodox faints aflume the dangerous privilege of defending the

caufe of truth by the arms of deceit and falfehood. Perfonal

intereft is often the ftandard of our belief, as well as of our prac-

tice j and the fame motives of temporal advantage which might
influence the public condu6l and profeffions of Conftantine,

would infenfibly difpofe his mind to embrace a religion fo pro-
pitious to his fame and fortunes. His vanity was gratified by
the flattering aflurance, that he had been chofen by heaven to

reign over the earth ; fuccefs had juftified his divine title to

the throne, and that title was founded on the truth of the chrif-

tian revelation. As real virtue is fometimes excited by unde-
ferved applaufe, the fpecious piety of Conftantine, if at firft it

was only fpecious, might gradually, by the influence of praife,

of habit, and of example, be matured into ferious faith and fer-

vent devotion. The bifliops and teachers of the new feft,

whofe drefs and manners had not qualified them for the refi-

dence of a court, were admitted to the imperial table ; they ac-

companied the monarch in his expeditions ; and the afcendant
wliich one of them, an Egyptian or a Spaniard, acquired over
his mind, was imputed by the pagans to the efFedl of magic.
Laflantius, who has adorned the precepts of the gofpel with
the eloquence of Cicero j and Eufebius, who has confecrated
the learning and philofophy of the Greeks to the fervice of re-

ligion, were both received into the friendfhip and familiarity of
their fovereign : and thofe able mafters of controverfy could
patiently watch the foft and yielding moments of perfuafion,

P3 and
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and dextroufly apply the arguments which were the bed adapted

to his charatler and underftanding, "Whatever advantages

might be fr^nved from the acquifition of an imperial profelyte,

he was diftinguifl-ied by the fplendour of his purple, rather than

by the luperiority of wifdom or virtue, from the many thou-

fands of his fubjefts who had embraced the do61:rines of chrif-

tianity. Nor can it be deemed incredible, that the mind of an

unlettered foldier fliould have yielded to the weight of evidence,

which, in a more enlightened age, has fatisfied "or fubdued the

reafon of a Grotius, a Pafcal, or a Locke. In the midd of the

incefl"ant labours of his great oihce, this foldier employed, or

aiTe(!fled to employ, the hours of the night in the diligent ftudy

of the fcriptures, and the competition of theological difcourfes j

which he afterwards pronounced in the prefence of a numerous
and applauding audience. In a very long difcourfe, which is

ilill extant, the royal preacher expatiates on the various proofs

of religion ; but lie dwells with peculiar complacency on the

Sybilline verfes, and the fourth eclogue of Virgil, Forty years

before the birth qf Chrift, the N''antuan bard, as if infpired by

the celeftial mufe of Ifaiah, had celebrated, with all the pomp
of oriental metaphor, the return of the virgin, the fall of the

ferpent, the approaching birth of a godlike child, the offspring

of the great Jupiter, who ihould expiate the guilt of human
Jcind, and govern the peaceful univerfe with the virtues of his

father ; the rife and appearance of an heavenly race, a primitive

nation throughout the world ; and the gradual reiioration of the

Innocence and felicity of the golden age. The poet was perhaps

vinconfcious of the fecret fenfe and objedl of thefe fublime pre-

didlions, which have been fo unworthily applied to the infant

fon of a conful, or a triunwir : but if a more fplendid, and in-

deed fpecious, ir.tcrprctation of the fourth eclogue contributed

to the converfion of the hrft chriilian emperor, Virgil may
deferve to be ranked among the moll fuccefsful miffionaries of

the gofpel.

After he had fettled the affairs of Rome, he went to Milan,

where he celebrated the marriage of his fifler with the empe-

ror of the eaft, Licinius. In this town it wa'S that thefe two

emperors iflued out the firft edid in favour of the cluiflian re-

ligion, by which they granted liberty of cunfcience to all their

i'ubjecis : and a fecond foon after, by which they permitted the

chriftians to hold religious afiemblies in public, and ordered all

the places, where they had been accuflomed to alTemble, to be

given up to them. A war broive out in 314, between Con-

itantine and Licinius, M'hich fubjecied the chriftians to a per-

fecution from the latter : but after a battle ox two, in wliich

^either had any reafon to triumph, a peace enfued, and things

returned to their ufual courfe. Conftantinc now applied him-

m
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fclf entirely to regulate and adjuft the affairs of the church.

He called councils, heard dilputes and fettled them, and made
laws in favour of the chrlftians. In 324, another war broke

cut between thefe two emperors ; the rcfult of whlcli was,

that Conftantine at length overcame Licinius, and put him to

tleath. He was now fole mailer of the empire, and jiad no-

body to contvoul hini ; fo that the chrlftians had every thing

to hope, and apparently nothing to fear : nor were they difap-

pointed. But, the misfortune was then, and it has continued

ever fince, that the chriilians were no fooner fecui'e againft

the aflaults of enemies from without, but they fell to quar-

relling among themfelves. The difpute between Arius and
Alexander was agitated at this time ; and fo very fiercely,

that Conftantine was forced to call the council of Nice to put
an end to it. He aflifted at it himfelf, exhorted the bifliops to

peace, and would not hear the accufations they hatl to offer

againfl each othei'. He baniilied Arius and the billiops of his

party, ordering at the fame time his books to be burnt; and
made the reit lubmic to the decifion of the council- He had
founded innumerable churches throughout the empire, and
ordered them to be furnifhed and adorned with every thing

that Was neceflary. He went afterwards to Jerufalem, to try

if he could difcover the fepulchre of Jefus Chrid ; and caufed

a moft magnificent church to be built at Bethlehem. About
this time he gave the name of Conilantinople to the town of

Byzantium, and endowed it with all the privileges of antient

Rome. After this he laboured more abundantly than ever he
had done yet, in aggrandizing the cluirch, and publifhing laws
againil heretics. He wrot-e to the king of Perfia in favour of
the chriilians, deflroyed the heathen temples, built a great ma-
ny churches, and caufed innumerable copies of the Bible to be
made. In fhort, he did fo much for religion, that he might be
called the head of the church, in things which concerned its

exterior policy. The orthodox chriilians have neverthelefs

complained of him a little for liflening to the adverfaries of
Athanafius, and confenting, as he did, tobanifl; him: yet he
would not fufler Arius or his doftrlnes to be re-ellablilhed, but
religioufly and conftantly adhered to the decifion of the coun-
cil of Nice.

The unlearned reader may perhaps be aftonifhed to hear no*
thing yet of Confiantine's baptifm : for it mufl needs feem ex-
traordinary, that the emperoi*, who took fuch a part in the- af-

fairs of the chriilians, who appeared to be convinced of the
truth and divinity of their religion, and was not ignorant of any
of its doclrines, Ihould fo long defer being initiated into it by
the facrament of baptifm. Yet fo it really was :

" Whether,"
fays Dupin, " he thought better not to be baptized till the

P 4 time
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time of his death, with a view of wafhing away, and atoning

for all his fins at once, with the water of baptifm, and being

prefented pure and unfpotted before God, or whatever his rea-

fons were, he never talked of baptifm till his laft illnefs."

When that began, he ordered himfelf to be baptized •, and
Eufebius of C^farea relates, that the ceremony was performed

upon him by Eufebius bifhop of Nicomedia. *' The awful

myfteries (continues the englifl-i hillorian already quoted) of

the chriftian faith and worlliip were concealed from the eyes of

ftrangers, and even of catechumens, with an affecled fecrefy,

which ferved to excite their wonder and curiofity. But the

fevere rules of difcipline which the prudence of the bifhops had
inftituted, were relaxed by the fame prudence in favour of an
imperial profelyte, whom it was fo important to allure, by every

gentle condefcenfion, into the pale of the church ; and Con-
llantine was permitted, at leaft by a tacit difpenfation, to en-

joy moft of the privileges, before he had contradted any of the

obligations, of a chriftian. Inftead of retiring from the con-

gregation when the voice of the deacon difmifled the pro-

fane multitude, he prayed with the faithful, difputed with the

bifhops, preached on the moft fnbllme and intricate fubje£ls of

theology, celebrated with facred rites the vigil of eafter, and

publicly declared himfelf, not only a partaker, but in fome
meafure a prieft and hierophant of the chriftian myfteries.

•The pride of Conftantine might afiume, and his fervices had
merited, fome extraordinary diftinclion : an ill-timed rigour

might have blafted the unripened fruits of his converfion -, and

if the doors of the church had been ftriclly clofed againft a

prince who had deferted the altars of the gods, the maftcr of the

empire would have been left deftitute of any form of religious

vvorftiip. In his laft vifit to Rome, he pioully difclaimed and

infulted the fuperftition of his anceftors, by refuiing to lead the

military pvocfeflion of the equeftrian order, and to oft'er the

public vows to the Jupiter of the Capitoline hill. Many years

before his baptifm and death, Conftantine had proclaimed to

the world, that neither his perfon nor his image {hould ever more
be feen within the walls of an idolatrous temple, while he
diftributed through the provinces a variety of medals and pic-

tures, v.liich reprefented the emperor in an humble a'.-d fup-

pliant pofture of chriftian devotion.
" 1 he pride of Conftantine, who refufed the privileges of a

catechumen, cannot eafily be explained or excufed •, but the

delay of his baptifm may be juftiSed by the maxims and the prac-

tice of ecclefiaftical antiquity. The facrament of baptifm was
regularly adminiftered by the biftiop himfelf, with his afiiftant

clergy, in the cathedral church of the diocefe, during the fifty

days between the folemn feftivals of eafter and pentecoft j and

tin*-
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this holy term admitted a numerous band of hifanf-, and adult

perfons into the bofom of the church. The difcretion of pa-

rents often fufpended the baptifm of their children till tliey could

underftand the obligations which they contracted : the feverity

of antient bifliops exaibed from the new converts a noviciate of

tvv'o or three years ; and the catechumens themfelves, from dif-

ferent motives of a temporal or a fpiritual nature, were feldoni

impatient to aflume the charafter of perfe£l and initiated

chriftians. The facrament of baptifm was fuppofed to contain

a full and abfolute expiation of fin; and the foul was inftantly

reftored to its original purity, and entitled to the promife of

eternal falvation. Among the profelytes of chriftianity, there

were many m^io judged it imprudent to precipitate a falutary

rite, which could not be repeated •, to throw away an ineftima-

ble privilege, which could never be recovered. By the delay of

their baptifm, they could venture freely to indulge their paf-

fions in the enjoyment of this world, while they {till retained

in their own hands the means of a fure and eafy abfolution.

The fublime theory of the gofpel had made a much fainter im-
prefTion on the heart than on the underflanding of Conflantinc

himfelf. He purfued the great objedl of his ambition through

the dark and bloody paths of war and policy ; and, after the

victory, he abandoned himfelf, without moderation, to the

abufe of his fortune. Inftead of aflerting his juft fuperiority

above the imperfect heroifm and prophane philofophy of Tra-
jan and the Antonines, the mature age of Conftantine forfeited

the reputation which he had acquired in his youth. As he
gradually advanced in the knowledge of truth, he proportiona-

bly declined in the practice of virtue ; and the fame year of

his reign in which he convened the council of Nice, was pol-

luted by the execution, or rather the murder of his eldeft fon.

This 'date is alone futhcient to refute the ignorant and mali-

cious fuggeftions of Zofmius, who affirms, that, after the death

of Crifpus, the remorfe of his father accepted from the minl-

(ters of chriftianity the expiation which he had vainly follicited

from the pagan pontiffs. At the "time of the death of Crifpus,

the emperor could no longer hefitate in the choice of a reli-

gion ; he could no longer be ignorant that the church was pof*

fefled of an infallible remedy, though he chofe to defer the ap-

plication of it till the approach of death had removed the

temptation and danger of a relapfe. The blfliops, whom he
fummoned, in his iait illnefs, to the palace of Nicomedia, were
edified by the fervour with which he requefted and received the

facrament of baptifm, by the folemn proteftation that the re-

mainder of his life Ihould be worthy of a difciple of Chrift, and
by his humble refufal to wear the imperial purple after he had
been clothed in the white garment of a neophyte. The ex-

ample
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ample and reputation of Conftantine feemed to countenance
the delay of baptifm. Future tyrants were encouraged to be-

lieve, that the innocent blood which they might fhed in a long

reign would inftantly be waflied away in the waters of rege-

neration ; and the abufe of religion dangeroufly underniined

the foundations of moral virtue.

*' The gratitude of the church has exalted the virtues and
excufed the failings of a generous patron, who feared chriilianity

on the throne of the roman world ; and the Greeks, who cele-

brate the fcllival of the imperial faint, feldom mention the name
of Conftantine without adding the title oi equal to the apojlles.

Such a comparifon, if it alludes to the character of thofe divine

niiflionaries, mufl; be imputed to the extravagance of impious

flattery. But if the parallel is confined to the extent and num-
ber of their evangelic vidories, the fuccefs of Conflantine might
perhaps equal that of the apoflles themfelves. By the edicts

of toleration, he removed the temporal difadvantages which
had hitherto retarded the progrefs of chriftianity \ and its a£live

and numerous miniilers received a free permiliion, a liberal en-

couragement, to recommend the falutary truths of revelation by

every argument that could afFe£l: the reafon or piety of man-
kind. The exacl balance of the two religions continued but a

moment ; and the piercing eye of ambition and avarice foon

difcovered, that the profctlion of chriftianity might contribute

to the interefb of the prefcnt, as well as of a future life. The
hopes of wealth and honours, the example of an emperor, his

exhortations, his irrefiilible fmiles, ditTufed conviction among
ihe venal and obfequious crowds which ufualiy fill the apart-

ments of a palace. The cities, which fignalized a forv/ard zeal

by the voluntary deftrudion of their temples, were diilinguifhed

by municipal privileges, and rewarded with popular donatives

;

imd the new capital of tlie eaft gloried in the fingular advan-

tage, that Conrtantinople was never profaned by the worfhip of

idols. As the lower ranks of fociety are governed by imitation,

the converfion of thofe who pofiedcd any eminence of birth, of

povvcr, or of riches, was foon followed by dependent multi-

tudes. The falvaticji of the common people was purchafed

at an eafy rate, if it be true, tliat, in one year, twelve thoufand

men were baptifed at Rome, befides a proportionable number
of womicn and children ; and that a white garment, with twenty

pieces of gold, had been promifed by the emperor to every

:onvert. 'i 'he powerful influence of Conflantine was not cir-

cumfcribed by the narrow limits of his life, or of his dominions.

The education y.-hich he bellowed on his fons and nephews,

fecurcd to the empire a race of princes, whofe faith was flill

more lively and Hncere, as they imbibed, in their earlieft infancy,

fhc fpirit, or at le:;!! the dotlrine of chriltianity. War and

commerce
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< ,,mmerce had fpread the knowledge of the gofpel beyond the

confines of the reman provinces -, and the barbarians, who had

difdained an humble and profcribcd feci, foon learned to efteem

a religion which had been fo lately embraced by the greateft

monarch and the mofb civilized nation of the globe."

• He died in 337, aged 66; and divided the empire among his

three fons, Conilantine, Condantius, and Conflans. Evifcbius

has written the life and acls of this emperor, in which he makes

him every thing that is great and good ; it is rather a pane-

gyric, tlian a life. Whatever great and good qualities Conilan-

tine poflefled, he certainly polTefled fome which were neither

great nor good. Many have thought, and with great appear-

ance of reafon, that all he did for cln-iRians and chriftianity flow-

ed from motives of policy, not of fincerity ; not as if lie was

perfuaded of tlie truth and divinity of chriftianity, any more
than he was of the truth and divinity of paganifm ; but becaufe

he thought, that to embrace and protect it would be the mofb

€fF.jctual means of uniting mankind under his government. It

is certain too, that he was guilty of many private a£ls of a very

atrocious natu^-e ; of which however we cannot expe6l to find

any account in fathers or ecclefialtical hiftorians. They thought

every thing of wliich he was, or indeed could have been guilty,

abundantly atoned by the fignal fervices he did the church ;

and but to have mentioned fuch flight things as mere immo-
ralities, would, with them, have been deemed the higheit in-

gratitude.

Several e.piftles relating to ecclefiaftical matters, written either

by him, or in his name, are ftill extant ; as are his feveral edi<fl:s,

as well concerning the do6lrines as difcipline of the church.

Among thefe edids is ftill to be feen, the noted one by which

he bequeaths to Sylvefter biftiop of Rome, and to his fuccef-

fors for ever, the fovereignty of Rome anti all the provinces of

the weftern empire. But this, though it carries the name of

Conftantine, is manifeftly fpurious ; and though it might be

of fome ufe in fupporting the authority of the roman pontifi^iii

dark and ignorant ages, yet fmce the revival of letters it has

been given up even by the papifts as a forgery too barefaced to

be defended.

CONSTANTINE VIT. (Pokphyroghnneta), fon of Leo the

Wife, born at Conflantinople in 905, afcended the throne at the

age of 7 years, under the tutelage of his mother Zoe, the 1 ith

of June 911, No feoner had he taken the reins of govern-

ment in his hand, but he chaftifed the tyrants of Italy, took Be-

xievento from the Lombards, and drove off, by means of money,
the Turks who were pillaging the frontiers of hpire ; but he

afterwards allowed himfelf to be entirely governed by Helena

|iis wife, daughter of RomanusLecapenes, grand-admiral of the

empire
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empire. She fold the dignities of the church and the flate,

burdened the people with taxes, and exercifed towards them
every fpecies of oppreffion j while her hufband was employing
i\ll his time in reading, and became as able an architect and
as great a painter as he was a bad emperor. Romanus, the

fon of this indolent prince by his wife Helena, impatient to go-

vern, caufed poifon to be mingled with forr.e medicine pre-

fcribed to him •, but Conftantine having rejected the greater

part of it, did not die till a year afterwards, the ptii of Novem-
ber 959, at the age of 54, after a reign of 48 years. This
prince, the patron of learning and the friend of the learned,

left behind him feveral works which would have done honour
to a private perfon, but for the writing of which a fovereign

ought not to have negle£led the concerns of his empire. The
principal of them are : i. The life of the emperor Bafilius the

Macedonian, his grandfather, inferted in the collection of Alla-

tius. It is fometimes deficient in point of truth, and favours

too much of the panegyrical. 2. Two books of Themata ; that

is to fay, pofitions of the provinces and the towns of the empire,

publiflied by pere Banduri in the Imperium Orientale, Leipfic,

1754, folio. We have few works fo good as this for the geo-

graphy of the middle ages; though the author is to be trufted

no farther than while he fpeaks of the Itate and condition of

places as they were in his time ; in all the reft he conitantly

falls into grofs miftakes. 3. A treatife on the affairs of the

empire ; in the above-mentioned work of the pere Banduri.

He here makes us acquainted with the origin of divers nations,

their forces, their prpgrefs, their alliances, their revolutions, and

the fucceilion of their fovereigns ; it alfo contains other inter-

efting particulars. 4. De re Ruitica ; Cambridge, 1704, 8vo.

5. Excerpta ex Poiyhio, Diodoro Siculo, &c. Paris, 1634, 4to.

6. Excerpta de legatis, grcec & lat. 1648, fob iriaking a part of

the Byzantine. 7. De cceremoniis aula: Eyzantin?e, Leipfic.

17c; I, folio. 8. A body of Taftics, 8vo.

CONSTANTINE of Africa, was born at Carthage in the

xith century, and travelled into the eaft, where he Hved

thirty years, chiefly at Babylon and Bagdad, where he ftudied

the m:dical art, and made himfelf mafter of the arable and the

other oriental languages, and then returned to Carthage •, from

whence he went into Apulia, and lived at Reggio, and at laft

became a monk of Monte Cafino. He is faid to have been the

hi ft that brought the greek and arabian phyfic into Italy again.

He compiled feveral books •, and has given us a tranflation of'

Ifiiac Ifraelitus on fevers, out of arable into latin ; and another

book, which he calls Loci Communes, contains the theory

ard jTidice of phyfic, and is chiefly copied from Hali Abbas.

Died at tlic latter end of the xith century.

1 CONTARINI
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CONTARINI (Vincent), profefTor of eloquence at Padua,
died at Venice, his native place, in 1617, at the age of 40 ; cul-

tivated the belles lettres, like his friend Muretus, with great

application and fuccefs. Of the feveral works he left behind

him, the moll efteemed are, his trafl: De re frumentari:i, and
that De militari Romanorum llipcndio, Venice, 1609, in 4to»

both of them againil Julius Lipfius ; and his Variae Ledlio-

nes, 1606, 4to. which contain very learned remarks.

CONTI (GiusTO ui), an ilahan poet, of an antient family,

died at Rimini about the middle of the x\ith century. There
is a collection of his poems, much efteemed, under the title of

La bella INIano, Paris, 1595, i2n;o. with fome pieces of poetry

by feveral of the old poets of Tufcany. This collection had
been publiflied for the hril time, at Venice, in 1592, 4to. The
abbe Salvini gave a new edition of it at Florence in 171 5, accom-
panied with prefaces and annotations ; but it is not fo complete
as either the edition of Paris, or that of Verona, 1753, in 4to.

CONTI (abbe AnthonyJ, a noble Venetian, died in 1749,
at the age of 7 1, travelled into mod of the countries of Europe^
and conciliated the efteem of all men of letters by the extent

of his knowledge and the amiablenefs of his manners. He is

the author of tragedies, printed at Lucca in 1765, more agree-

able in the clofet, than interefting on the flage- An attempt

at the poem called, 11 globo di venere ; and the plan of another,

in which he propofed to treat on nearly the fame matter as

that which Leibnitz has made the fubjett of his Theodicea

:

but thefe poems are more metaphyfical than poetical- The
abbe Conti, on a viiit he made to London, formed a great in-

timacy with fir Ifaac Nev/ton, who, though fo very referved

in general, ufed freely to difcourfe with him on his difcoveries in

the feveral branches of fcience to which he was fo happily devoted.

He carried back with him into Italy a heart and a mind entirely

cnglifh. His works in profe and verfe were collected at Venice,

1739, 2 vols. 4to. and his pollhumous performances in 1756,
4to. Though the opufcula of the abbe Conti are no more than
embryos, as one of the Italian journalilfs faid of them, yet they
give a very advantageous idea of their father. They conful of
thoughts, reflections, and dialogues on feveral important fubje6ls.

CONTO-PERTANA (Don Joseph), died at Lifbon in 1735,
has given in his epic poem of Qjjitterie la Sainte, one of the

bed: works that Portugal has ever produced. With the imagi-
nation of Camoens, he poflefTes more taite and nature ; not-
withftanding which his performance is not in fuch high repu-
tation as the Lufiad.

CONYBEARE (John), a learned divine and prelate of the

church of England, was born at Pinhoe, near Exeter, on the ^ lit

of January 1692. His father was the rev. John Conybe'are,

vicar
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vicar of Pinhoe, who died when his fon was only in the 15th

year of his age, having nevei- recovered from a bad diforder

which he had contvade'd on the night of he great ftorm in

1703; and his mother, whofe maiden name was Grace Wil-

cocks, was the daughter of a fubftantial gentleman farmer of

that place. At a proper age he was fent to the free fchool of

Exeter, for grammatical education, in this city, Mr. Jofeph

Hallet, afterwards a diflenting minifter there, whofe notes on

the fcripture are held in great efteem by the clergy of all deno-

minations, was one of his fchool-fellows ; and another is faid

to have been the celebrated Dr. James Fofter. On the 23d of

Feb. 1708, Pvir. Conybeare was admitted a battler of Exeter-

college, Oxford, under the tuition of Mr. i homas Rennel,

afterv/arc's Dr. Rennel, and for many years re£lor of Drews
Teington, one of the bell livings in the county of Devon.

How early our young fludent obtained the efteem of the learn-

ed fociety with which he was connefted, appears from his

having been chofen, June 30, 1710, a probationary fellov/ of his

college. On the 17th of July 171 3 he was admitted to the de-

gree of B. A •, and at the next election of college offices, June

30, 17 f 4, he was appointed pr?ele6lor or moderator in pliilofo-

phy. On the 19th of Dec following he received deacon's or-

ders, and on the 27Lh of May 1716 was ordained prieft. On
the i6th of April 1716 he proceeded to the degree of M. A.

foon after which he entered upon the curacy of Fctcham in

Surrey, where he continued about a year. He was advifed

to this change of fcene for the benefit of his health, which was
always delicate, and had been greatly impaired by his iutenfe

application to ftudy. Upon his return from Fetcham to Ox-
ford, he becam.e a tutor in his own college, and was much no-

ticed in the univerfity as a preacher. His reputation now re-

commended him to tliif^notice of Dr. Gibfon, bifliop of London,

who appointed him one of the king's preachers at Whitehall,

upon the firft founding of that inllitution. In May 1724, the

lord chancellor Macclesfield prefented him to the retlory of

8t. Clement's in Oxford. In 1725 he was chofen fenior proc-

tor of the univerfity. On the uth of July 172B, Mr. Cony-

beare was admitted to the degree of B. D. and on the 24th of

January following he took his doctor's degree. In J 730 the

headfliip of txeter college becomijt^"' vacant, by the death of

Dr. Hole, Dr. Conybeare was chofen to fuccced hir«. In this

year Dr. Tindal's famous book had appeared, intituled, Chrif-

tianity as old as the creation; a work that excited the greateft

attention, and drew forth attacks from the divines both of the

eftablifluTicnt and the toleration. Bifliop Gibfon encouraged

Dr. Conybeare to undertake the tafk of giving an anfwer to

Tindal's produclion. Accordingly he publiftied, in 1732, his

Defence
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Defence of revealed religion, by which he performed eminent

iervice to the chureh. Ihough Dr. Conybeare, by his promo-

tion to the headfliip of Exeter college, had obtained a confidera-

b!c rank in the univerfity, he did not, by the change of his fitu-

.uion, make any addition to his fortune. Indeed the emolu-

ments of his new place were fo fmall that he was much richer

as a private fellow and tutor, than as the governor of his col-

lege ; therefore, on the death of Dr. Bradlhaw, bilhop of Brif-

tol, and dean of Chrift-church, Oxford, in December 1732, Dr.

Conybeare was appointed to fucceed him in the latter dignity.

On the 6th of June 1733, dean Conybeare married mifs Jemi-

ma Juckes, of Hoxtcn-fquare near London ; and in the begin-

ning of the next year lie entertained the prince of Orange at

the deanery of Chrifb-church, for which he had the thanks of

queen Caroline. At the latter end of 1750 he attained the

mitre; on the tranllation of Dr. Jofeph Butler to the fee of

Durham, Dr. Conybenre was appointed to the bifhopric of

Eriftol, on the 23d of December. Kis promotion to the pre-

lacy, whilil: it raifed him to the higheft order of the church, was
injurious to his private fortune : the flender revenues of his

bifhopric were not equal to the expences which accrued from

his necefiary refidence fom.etimes at Briftol, and fometimes at

London. Dr. Conybeare did not long enjoy a good Hate of

health, after his being raifed to the bifiiopric of Briftol. He
was much afflicted with the gout -, and, having languilhed about

a year and a half, was carried off by that dilorder, at Bath, 011

the 13th of July 1755. He was interred in the cathedral

church of Briftol.

COOK (James), was born at Marton in Cleveland, a vil-

lage about four miles from Great Ayton, in the county of

York, and was chriftened there, as appears from the parifh re-

gifter, Nov. 3, I/28. His father, whofe name was likewife

James, was a day-labourer to Mr. Mewburn, a very refpecla-

ble farmer, and lived in a fmall cottage, the walls chiefly of

mud, as was generally the cafe at that time in the northern

parts of the kingdom. In the year 1730, when our navigator

.was about two years old, his father removed with his family to

Great Ayton, and was employed as a hind to the late Thomas
Scottovve, efq. having the charge of a confiderable farm in that

neighbourhood known by the name of Airyholm.

As the father continued long in that trull, captain Cook was
employed in alTifting him in various kinds of hufbandry fuited

to his years until the age of 13. At that period he was put

under the care of Mr. Pullen, a fchoolmafter who taught at

Ayton, where he learned arithmetic, book-keeping, Sec. and
is faid to have (hewn a very early genius for figures. About

January 1745, at the age of 17, his father bound him appren-

4 tice
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tice to William Saunderfon for four years, to learn the grocery

and haberdafhery bufinefs, at Snaith, a populous fifliing-town

about ten miles from Whitby •, but after a year and a half's

iervitude, having contracted a very ftrong propenfity to the fea

(owing probably to the maritime fituation of the place, and the

great number of {liips almoft conftantly paffing and repaffing

within fight berween London, Shields, and Sunderland), Mr.
Saunderfon was willing to indulge him in following the bent

of his inclination, and gave up his indentures. While he con-

tinued at Snaith, by Mr. Saunderfon's account, he difcovered

much folidity of judgment, and was remarkably quick in ac-

counts. In July 1746 he was bound apprentice to Mr. J.

Walker of Whitby, for the term of three years, which time he
ferved to his mailer's full fatisfadlion. He firft failed on board

the fliip Freelove, burthen about 450 tons, chiefly employed in

the coal trade from Newcaftle to London. In May 1748, Mr.
Walker ordered him home to alBft in rigging and fitting for

fea a fine new fhip, named the Three Brothers, about 600 tons

burthen. This was defigned as a favour to him, as it would
greatly contribute to his knowledge in his bufinefs. In this

veffel he failed from Whitby in the latter end of June. After

two coal voyages, the Ihip was taken into the fervice of govern-

ment, and fent as a tr:uifport to Middleburgh, to carry fome
troops from thence to Dublin. When thefe were landed, an-

other corps was taken on board, and brought over to Liverpool.

From thence the fliip proceeded to Ueptford, where (he was
paid off in April 1749. The remaining part of the feafon the

veflel was employed in tlie Norway trade.

In the fpring 1750, Mr. Cook ihipped himfelf as a feaman on

board the Maria, Ijelonging to Mr. John Wilkinfon of Whitby,
under the command of captain Gallcin. In hev he continued

all that year in the Baltic trade. Mr. Walker is of opinion he
left this ihip in the winter, and failed the following fummer,
viz. 1 75 1, in a veiTel belonging to Stockton ; but neither the

(hip's name, nor that of the owner, is now remem.bered by Mr.
Walker. Early in February J 7 52, Mr. W'alkcr fent for him,,

and made him mate of one of his veircl4[;<called the Friendlliip,

about 400 tens burtlien. In this Ration he continued till May
or June 17:3, in the coal trade. At that period Mr. Walker
made him an offer to go commander of that fliip j but he declined

it, foon after left her at London, and entereil on board his

majefly's (hip Eagle, a frigate of 28 or 30 guns, " having a

mind," as he expreilcd liimfelf to his mailer, to " try his for-

tune that way." Not long after, he applied to Mr. Walker for

a letter of recommendation to the captain of the frigate, which
was readily granted. On the receipt of this he got fome fmall

preferment, which ho gratefully acknowledged, and ever re-

membered.
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memtjered. Some time after, the Eagle failed with another fri-

gate on a cruife, in which they were very fuccefsful. After

this Mr. Walker heard no more of Mr. Cook, until Augull

J 71; 8, when he received from him a letter dated Pembroke,

before Louifburgh, July 30, 1758, in which he gave a diftin£t

account of our fuccefs ill that Expedition, but does not fay what
Itation he then filled.

He received a commiflion, as lieutenant, on the firft day of

April 1 760 j — and foon after gave a fpecimen of thofe abilities

which recommended him to the commands Vvhich he executed

fo highly to, his credit, that his name will go down to pofterity

as one of the moft Ikilful navigators which this country ha*

produced.

In the year 1 765 he was with fir William Burnaby on the'

Jamaica ftation ; and that officer having occafion to fend dif-

patches to the governor of Jucatan, relative to the logwood-
cutters in the bay of Honduras, lieutenant Cook was felefted

for that employment ; and he performed it in a manner which
entitled him to the approbation of the admiral. A relation of

this voyage and journey was publifhed in the year 1769, under
the title of *' Remarks on a paflage from the river Balife in

the bay of Honduras, to Merida, the capital of the province of

Jucatan in the Spanifli Weft-Indies, by Ueutenant Cook," in an
Uvo pamphlet.

To a perfecl knowledge of all the duties belonging to a fea-

life, Mr. Cook had added a great (kill in aftronomy. In the

year 1767 the Royal Society refolved, that it would be proper to

fend perfons into fome part of the South Seas, to obferve the

tranfit of the planet Venus over the Sun's diflc ; and by a me-
morial delivered to his majefty they recommended the iflands of

Marquefas de Mendnza, or thofe of Rotterdam or Amfterdam,
as the propereft place then known for making fuch obfervation.

To this memorial a favourable anfwer was returned ; and the

Endeavour, a (hip built for the coal-trade, was put in com-
miffion, and the command of her given to lieutenant Cook.

But before the veflel was ready to fail, captain Wallis returned

from his voyage, and pointed out Otaheite as a place more pro-

per for the purpofe of the expedition than either of thofe men-
tioned by the Royal Society. This alteration was approved of,

and our navigator was appointed by that learned body, with Mr.
Charles Green, to obferve the tranfit.

On this occafion lieutenant Cook was promoted to be captain,

and his commiflion bore date the 25th of May 1768. He im-
mediately hoifted the pendant, and took command of the fhipj

in which he failed down the river on the 30th of July. In
this voyage he was accompanied by Jofeph Banks, efq. fincc

fir Tofeph, bart. knt. of the Bath, and prefident of the Royaj

Vol. IV. Q^ Society^
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Society, and Dr. Solander. On the 13th of 0£lober he amvcd
at Rio de Janeiro, and, on the 13th of April 1769, came to

Otaheite, where the tranfit of Venus was obferved in different

parts of the iiland. He (laid there until the 13th of July, after

which he went in fearch of feveral iilands, which he difcovered.

He then proceeded to New Zealand, and, on the icth of 0£\o-

ber 1770, arrived at Batavia, with a veiTel almoft worn out,

and the crew much fatigued and very fjckly. The repairs of

the fhip obliged him to continue at this unhealthy place until

the 27th of December, in which time he loft many of his fea-

men and paflengers, and more in the paflage to the cape of

Good Hope, which place he reached on the i5th.-of March
1771. On the 14th of April he left the Cape, and the ift of

May anchored at St. Helena, from whence he failed on the 4th,

and came to anchor in the Downs on the 12th of June, after

having been abfent almoft three years, and in that time had ex-

perienced every danger to which a voyage of fuch a length i;-*

incident, and in which he had made difcoveries equal to thofe

of all the navigators of his country from the time of Columbus
to the prefent. The narrative of this expedition was written

by Dr. Hawkefworth, -which, as the fa£ls contained in it have

not been denied, nor the excellence of the compofition difputed,

has certainly been treated with a degree of feverity, which,

when every thing is confidered, muft excite the allonifhment

of every reader of talle and fenfibility.

Soon after captain Cook's return to England, it was refolved

to equip two lliips to complete the difcovery of tlie Southern

Hemifphere. It had long been a prevailing idea, that the un-

explored part contained another continent •, and Alexander Dal-

rymple, efq. a gentleman of great fklll and an enterprifing fpirit,

had been very firmly perfuaded of its exiftence. To afcertain

the fadl was the principal object of this expedition ; and that

nothing might be omitted that could tend to facilitate the enter-

prife, two fliips were provided, furnifhed with every neceflary

which could promote the fuccefs of the undertaking. The firft

of thefe fhips was called the Refolution, under the command of

captain Cook ; the other, the Adventure, commanded by captain

Furneaux. Both of them failed from Deptford on the 9th of

April 1772, and arrived at the cape of Good Hope on the 30th

of 0£tober. They departed from thence on the 22d of Novem-
ber, and from that time until the 17th of January 1773 con-

tinued endeavouring to difcover the continent, when they were

obhged to relinquiilr the defign, obferving the whole fea covered

with ice from the dire£lion of S. E. round by the fouth to weft.

They then proceeded into the South Seas, and made many
other difcoveries, and returned to the cape of Good Hope on

the 21ft of March 1774, and from thence to England on the

14th
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T^th of July ; having during three years and eighteen days (ia

which time the voyage was performed) loll but one [1] man,
by ficknefsj in captain Cook's (liip ; although he had navigated

throughout all the climates from fifty -two degrees north to

feventy-one degrees fouth, with a company of an hundred and
eighteen men.
The relation of this voyage was given to the public by cap-

tain Cook himfelf, and by Mr. George Forller, fon of Dr. For-

fter, who had been appointed by government to accompany him
for the purpofe of making obfervations on fuch natural produc-
tions as might be found in the courfe of the navigation. That
publifhed by captain Cook has generally been afcribed to a
gentleman of great eminence in the literary world-, but if the

tedimony of one [ic] who was on board the Ihip, and who made
an extract from the journal in its rude uncorredled ftate, may
be relied on, there feems no reafon to afcribe the merit of
the work to any other perfon tljan he whofe name it goes
under.

The want of fuccefs which attended captain Cook's attempt
to difcover a fouthern continent, did not difcouiage another
plan being refolved on, which had been recommended fome
time before. This was no other than the finding out a north-
weft paflage, which the fancy of fome chimerical projecElors

had conceived to be a pra6licable fcheme. The dangers which
our navigator had twice braved and efcaped from, would have
exempted him from being follicited a third time to venture
his perfon in unknown countries, amongft defert iflands, inhof-

pitable climates, and in the midft of favages ; but, on his opi-

nion being afked concerning the perfon who would be moffc

proper to execute this defign, he once more relinquiflied the
quiet and com.forts of domeflic life, to engage in fcenes of
turbulence and confufion, of difficulty and danger. His in-

trepid fpirit and inquifitive niind induced him again to offer

his fervices ; and they were accepted without hefitation. The
manner in which he had deported himfelf on former occafions,

left no room to fuppofe a fitter man could be fele£led. He
prepared for his departure with the utmoft alacrity, and adlually

failed in the month of July 1776.
A few months after his departure from England, notwith-

{landing he was then abfent, the Royal Society voted him
fir Godfrey Copley's gold medal, as a reward for the account
which he had tranfmitted to that body, of the method taken

[1] This was a confumption teririr.at- left him, that his lungs muft hare been
ing in a dropfy. Mr. Patten, furgeon of the affefted before he came on board.
Refolution, obferved that this man began [k] Mr. Hodges. See Wales's remarks
fo early to complain of a cough and other on Forfter'i account, 8V9. 1778, p. 74,
venfumptive fymptoms, which had never
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to prefen-e the health of the crew of his fiiip : and fir John
Pringle, in an oration pronounced on the ^oth of November,
obfervcd " how meritorious that perfon muft appear, who had
not only made the mofl: extenfive, but the molt inftrudive

voyages ; who had not only difcovered, but furveyed vaft trads

of new coafts ; who had difpelled the illufion of a terra aujlralis

incognita^ and fixed the bounds of the habitable earth as well

as thofe of the navigable ocean in the fouthern hemifphere ;

but that, however ampk a field for praife thcfe circumllances

would afford, it was a nobler motive that had prompted the

fociety to notice captain Cook in the honourable manner which
had occafioned his then addrefs." After defcanting on the

means ufed on the voyage to preferve the lives of the failors,

he concluded his difcourfe in tliefe terms: " Allow me then,

gentlemen, to deliver this medal, with his unperifliing name
engraven upon it, Into the hands of one who will be happy to

receive that truft:> and to hear that this refpedable body never

more cordially, nor more meritorioufly, bellowed that faithful

fymbol of their efteem and affedion. For if Rome decreed the

civic crown to him who faved the life of a fingle citizen, what
wreaths are due to that man who, having himfelf faved many,
perpetuates in your tranfadions the means by which Britain

may now, on the moft dillant voyages, fave numbers of her

intrepid fons, her mariners ; who, braving every danger, have

fo liberally contributed to the fame, to the opulence, and to the

maritime empire of their country ?"

It will give pain to every fenfible mind to refled, that this

honourable teftimony tjo the merit of our gallant commander
never came to his knowledge. While his friends were waiting

with the moft earned follicitude for tidings concerning him,

and the whole nation expreiTed an anxious impatience to be

informed of his fuccefs, advice was received from captain

Clerke [l], in a letter dated at Kamtfhatca, the 8th day of

June 17795 from which and from other accounts we learnt,

that captain Cook was killed on the 14th of February 1779.

His death happened in the following manner ; which we fhall

give in the words of Mr. David Samwell, furgeon of the Dii-

covery.
" Some of the Indians of Ou,why,ee in the night took away

the Difcovery's large cutter, which lay fwamped at the buoy of

one of her anchors : they had carried her off fo quietly that

we did not uiifs her till the morning, Sunday, t'tbruary 14.

Captain Gierke loft no time in waiting upon captain Cook to

[l] C^ptaii Gierke went out a midftjip- three weeks before the fliip arrived in Eng«

tnio wwh captain Cook in his firft vovage, Und. See HawkeCworth's voyage, vol. iii.

arjdwas apF<>ijited by him a IJeuienant, on p. 395.

«i2« tlMth ai Mr. Hick.!>, who died about

acquaint
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acquaint him with the accident ; he returned on board, witli

orders for the launch and fmall cutter to go, under the

command of the fecond lieutenant, and lie ofi" tlie eail point of

the bay, in order to intercept all canoes that might attempt to

get out; and, if he found it necefiary, to fire upon them. At

the fame tiri", the third lieutenant of the Refolution, with the

launch and fmall cutter, was fent on the fame fcrvice, to the

oppofite point of the bay; and the mafler was difpatched in the

large cutter, in purfuit of a double canoe, already under fail,

making the bell of her way out of the harbour. Be foon came

up with her, and by firing a few mufquets drove her on (bore,

and the Indians kit her: this happened to be the canoe of

Omea, 2 man who bore the title of Orono. He was on board

himfelf, and it would have been fortunate if our people had

fecured him, for his perfcn was held as facred as that of the

king. During this time captain Cook was preparing to go
afliore himfelf at the town of Kavaroah, in order to fecure the

perfon of Kariopoo, before he fliould have time to -withdraw

himfelf to another part of the ifland out of our reach. This ap-

peared the moft eftedual fhep that could be taken on the pre-

fent occafion, for the recovery of the boat. It was the mea-
fure he had invariably purfued, in Cm.ilar cafes, at other iflands

in thefe feas, and it had always been attended with the defired

fuccefs : in fa£l, it would be difiicult to point out any other

mode of proceeding on thefe emergencies, likely to attain the

object in view. \v'e had reafon to fuppofe that the king and

his attendants had fled when the alarm was firil given : in that

cafe, it was captain Cook's intention to fecure the large canoes

which were hauled up on the beach. He left the fliip about

feven o'clock, attended by the lieutenant of tnarines, a ferjeant,

corporal, and feven private men : the pinnace's crew were aifo

armed, and under the command of Mr. Roberts.
,
As they

rowed towards the fhore, captain Cook ordered the launch to

leave her ftation at the weft point of the bay, in order to affiit

his own boat. This is a circumflance worthy of notice ; for

it clearly {hews, that he was not unapprehenfiye of meeting with

refinance from the natives, or unmindful of the neceffary pre-

paration for the fafety of himfelf and his people. 1 will venture

to fay, that from the appearance of things juft at that time,

there was not one, befide himfelf, who judged that fuch pre-

caution was abfolutely requifite : fo little did his condu£l on

the occafion bear the marks of rrdhnefs or a precipitate fclf-

confidence ! He landed, v.ith the marines, at the upper end

of the town of Kavaroah : the Indians immediately flocked

round, as ufual, and fliewed him the cuftomary marks of

refpect, by proftrating themfelves before him. There were no

figns of hoftilities, or much alarm among them. Captain Cod%
Q 3 however^^
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however, did not feem willing to trufl: to appearances j but

was particularly attentive to the difpofition of the marines, and

to have them kept clear of the crowd. He firft enquired for

the king's fons, two youths who were much attached to him,

and generally his companions on board. Meflengers being fent

for them, they foon came to him j and informing him that their

father was afleep, at a houfe not far from them, he accom-
panied them thither, and took the marines along with them.

As he palled along, the natives every where proltrated them-

felves before him, and feemed to have loft no part of thatrefpe£l

they had always fhewn to his perfon. He was joined by fe-

veral chiefs, among whom was Kanynah, and his brother Koo-
howrooah. They kept the crowd in order, according to their

ufual cuftom 5 and being Ignorant of his intention in coming
on fhore, frequently alked him, if he wanted any hogs, or other

provifions : he told them, that he did not, and that his bufinefs

was to fee the king. When he arrived at the houfe, he ordered

fome of the Indians to go in and inform Kariopoo, that he

waited without to fpeak with him. They came out two or

three times, and inftead of returning any r.nfwer from the king,

prefented fome pieces of red clpth to him, which made captain

Cook fufpedl that he was not in the houfe ; he therefore de-

fired the lieutenant of marines to go in. The lieutenant found

the old man juft awaked from lleep, and feemingly alarmed at

the meffage ; but he came out without hefitation. Captain

Cook took him by the hand, and in a friendly manner alked

him to go on board, to which he very readily confented. Thus
far matters appeared in a favourable train, and the natives did

not feem much alarmed oy apprehenfive of hoftiUty on our fide ;

fit which captain Cook exprelTed himfelf a little furprifed, fay-

ing, that as the inhabitants of that town appeared innocent of

ftealing the cutter, he (hould not molcll them, but that he muft

get the king on board. Kariopoo fat down before his door, and

was furrounded by a great crowd : Kanynah and his brother

were both very a£l:ive in keeping order among them. In a little

time, however, the Indians were obferved arming themfelves

with long fpears, clubs, and daggers, and putting on thick mats,

which they ufe as armour. This hoftile appearance increafed,

and became more alarming, on the arrival of two men in a

canoe from the oppofite fide of the bay, with the news of a chief,

called Kareemoo, having been killed by one of the Difcovery's

boats, in their paflagc acrofs : they had alfo delivered this ac-

count to each of the Ihips. Upon that information, the wo-
men, who were fitting upon the beach at their breakfaft, and

ponverfiug familiarly with our people in the boats, retired, and

^ confufed murmur fpread through the crowd. An old prieft

fame to captain Cook, with a cocoa nut in his hand, which he
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iield out to lilm as a prefent,at the fame time finging very loud.

He was often defired to be filent, but in vain : lie continued

importunate and troublefome, and there was no fuch thing as

getting rid of him or his noife : it feemed as if he meant to

divert their attention from his countrymen, who were growing
more tumultuous, and arming themfelves in every quarter.

Captain Cook being at the fame time furrounded by a great

crowd, thought his fituation rather hazardous : he therefore

ordered the lieutenant of marines to march his fmall party to the

water-fide, where the boats lay within a few yards of the (hore :

the Indians readily made a lane for them to pafs, and did not
offer to interrupt them. The diftance they had to go might
be fifty or fixty yards ; captain Cook followed, having hold of

Kariopoo's hand, who accompanied him very vidUingly : he was
attended by his wife, two fons, and feveral chiefs. The trouble-

fome old pried followed, making the fame favage noife. Keowa,
the younger fon, went diredtly into the pinnace, expe£ling his

father to follow ; but juft as he arrived at the water-fide, his

wife threw her arms about his neck, and, with the afliflance

of two chiefs, forced him to fit down by the fide of a
double canoe. Captain Cook expoftulated with them, but to

no purpofe : they v»'ould not fuffer the king to proceed ; telling

him he would be put to death if he went on board the fhip.

Kariopoo, whofe conduiSl feemed entirely refigned to the will of
others, hung down his head, and appeared much diitrefled.

While the king was in this fituation, a chief, well known to

us, of the name of Coho, was obferved near, with an iron dag-
ger, partly concealed under his cloke, feemingly with an in-

tention of {tabbing captain Cook, or the lieutenant of marines.

The latter propofcd to fire at him, but captain Cook would not
permit it. Coho clofing upon them, obliged the officer to llrike

'

him with his piece, which made him retire. Another Indian
laid hold of the ferjeanl's mulket, and endeavoured to wrench
it from him, but was prevented by the lieutenant's mnking a
blow at him. Captain Cook, feeing the tumult increafe, a«d
the Indians growing more daring and refolute, obferved, that

if he were to take the king off by force, he could not do it

without facrificing the lives of many of his people. He then
paufed a little, and was on the point of giving his orders to reim-
bark, when a man threw a Itone at him, which he returned with
a difcharge of fmall fhot, with which one barrel of his double
piece was loaded. The man, having a thick mat before him,
received little or no hurt : he brandillied his fpear, and threat-

ened to dart it at captain Cook, who being ftiU unwilling to

take away his life, inflead of firing with ball, knocked him down
with his mullcet. He expoftulated ftrongly with the moft for-

ward of the crowd, upon their turbulent behaviour. He had

Q3 giveji
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given up all thoughts of getting the king on board, as it ap-

peared impracticable •, and his care was then only to a£l: on the

defenfive, and to fecure a fafe embarkation for his fmall party,

which was clofely prefled by a body of feveral thouGmd people.

Keowa, the king's fon, who was in the pinnace, being alarmed

on hearing the firft firing, was, at his own entreaty, put on
fliore again •, — for even at that time Mr. Roberts, who com-
manded her, did not apprehend that captain Cook's per fon was

in any danger, otherwife he would have detained the prince,

which no doubt would have been a great check on the Indians.

One man was obferved, behind a double canoe, in the a6lion

of darting his fpear at captain Cook ; who was forced to fire at

hiim in his own defence, but happened to kill another clofe to

him, equally forward in the tumult : the ferjeant obferving that

he had miffed the man he aimed at, received orders to fire at

him, which he did, and killed him. By this time the impe-

tuofity of the Indians was fomewhat repreffed j they fell back

in a body, and feemed ftaggered : but being puflied on by

thofe behind, they returned to the charge, and poured a volley

of (tones among the marines, who, viathout waiting for orders,

returned it with a general difcharge of mufketry, which was

inftantly followed by a fire from the boats. At this captain

Cook was heard to exprefs his aftonifliment : he waved

his hand to the boats, called to them to ceafe firing, and to

come nearer in to receive the marines. Mr. Roberts immedi-.

ately brought the pinnace as clofe to the fliore as he could

without grounding, notwithftanding the fliowers of ftones that

fell among the people : but Mr. John Williamfon, the lieute-

nant, who commanded in the launch, inftead of pulling in to

the affiilance of captain Cook, withdrew his boat further ofF, at

the monient that every thing feems to have depended upon the

timely exertions of thofe in the boats. By his own account, he

miftook the fignal : but be that as it may, this circumftance ap-

pears to mc to have decided the fatal turn of the affair, and to

have removed every chance which remained with captain Cook,

of efcaping»with his life. The bufmefs of faving the marines

out of the water, in confequence of that, fell altogether upon

the pinnace •, which thereby became fo much crowded, that

the crew were in a gre^t meafure prevented from ufing their

fire-arms, or giving w^hat affiftance they otherwife might have

done to captain Cook ; fo that he feems, at the mofl critical

point of time, to have wanted the affiliance of both boats,

owing to the removal of the launch. For notwithftanding that

they kept up a fire on the crowd from the fituation to which

they removed in that boat, the fatal confufion which enfued

<}n her being withdrawn, to fay the leaft of it, muff have pre-

yputed the full effedj that the prompt co-operation of the twq
boats,



COOK. ^33

boats, according to captain Cook's orders, mufl have had to-

wards the prefervation of himfelf and his people. At that time
it was to the boats alone that captain Cook had to look for his

fafety ; for when the marines had fired, the Indians rullieJ

among them, and forced them into the water, where four of
them were killed : their lieutenant was wounded, but fortunatelv

efcapcd, and was taken up by the pinnace. Captain Cook was
then the only one remaining on the rock : he wns obferved mak-
ing for the pinnace, holding his left hand againft the back of his

head, to guard it from the ftones, and carrying liis mufauet
under the other arm. An Indian was feen fallowing him, but
with caution and timidity : for he flopped once or twice, as if

undetermined to proceed. At la(l he advanced upon him una-
wares, and with a large club, or common flake, gave him a blo'.v

on the back of tlie head, and then precipitately retreated. The
llroke feemed to have llunned captain Cook : he flaggered a few
paces, then fell on his hand and one knee, and dropped his m.uf-

quet. As he was rifing, and before he could recover his feet,

another Indian flabbed him in the back of the neck with an iron
dagger. He then fell into a bite of water about knee deep,
where others crowded upon him, and endeavoured to keen him
under j but ftruggling very flrongly with them, he got his head
up, and cafting his look towards the pinnace, feemed to follicit

affiftance. Though the boat was not above five or fix yards dif-

tant from him, yet from the crowded and confufed fi:ate of the
crew, it feems it was not in their power to fave him. The
Indians got him under again, but in deeper water: he was, how-
ever, able to get his head up once more ; and being almofl fpent
in the fbruggle, he naturally turned to the rock, and was endea-
vouring to fupport himfelf by it, when a favage gave him a blow
with a club, and he was feen alive no more They hauled him
up lifelefs on the rocks, where they feemed to take a favage plea-

fure in ufing every barbarity to his dead body ; fnatchins^ the
daggers out of each other's hands, to have the horrid fatisfadioii

of piercing the fallen vi6lim of their barbarous rage."

Captain Cook was a married man, and left feveral children be-
hind him. On each of thefe his majefty fettled a penfion of 25 1.

per ann. and 200 1, per ann. on his widow. It is" remarkable, if

true, as reported, that captain Cook was god-father to his wife;
and at the very time flie was chrillened, declared that he had
determined on the union which afterv/ards took place between
tliem.

To what we have already Lm\ of this circumnavigator, we fhall

add fome extracts from the account given of his life and public
fervices by captain King :

" He was engaged in moil of the bufy
and adtive fcenes in North America

; yet he found time to read
JEucUd, and fupply the deficiencies of an early education. Sir

Charles
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Charles Saunders, at the fiege of Quehec, committed to his care

fervices of the firft importance. Lord Colville and fir Charles

both patronized him 5 and by their recommendation he was ap-

pointed to furvey the gulph of St. Laurence and the coafts of

Newfoundland. The conftitution of his body was robuft, inured

to labour, and capable of undergoing the fevered hardfhips. His
ftomach bore, without difficulty, the coarfefl and mofl; ungi'ate-

ful food. Lideed, temperance in him w.as fcarcely a virtue ; fo

great was the indifference with which he fubmitted to every kind

of felf-deniah 1 he qualities of his mind were of the fame

hardy, vigorous kind with thofe of his body. His courage was

cool and determined, and accompanied with an admirable pre-

fence of mind in the moment of danger. His manners were

plain and unaffefted. His temper might perhaps have been

juftly blameable, as fubjecl to hallinefs and paffion, had not

thefe been difarmed by a difpofition the moll benevolent and

humane.
" Such were the outlines of captain Cook's character-, but its

mofl dillinguiflung feature was that unremitting perfcverance in

the purfuit of his objeft, which was not only fuperior to the op-

pofition of dangers, and the prefTure of hardfhips, but even ex-'

empt from the want of ordinary relaxation. Perhaps no fcience

ever received greater acceiTions from the labours of a fingle man,

than geography has done from thofe of captain Cook. In his

firft voyage to the South feas he difcovered the Society iflands \

determined the infularity of New Zealand; difcovered the ftraits

v/hich feparate the two iflands, and are called after his name i

and m.ade a complete furvey of both. He afterwards explored

the eaftern coail of New Holland, hitherto unknown; an extent

of upwards of two thoufand miles. In his fecond expedition, he

refolved the great problem of a fouthern continent ; having tra-

verfed that hemlfphere in fuch a manner, as not to leave a pofTi-

bility of its exiflence, unlefs near the pole, and out of the reach

of navigation. During this voyage he difcovered New Cale-

donia, the largefl ifiand in the fouthern Pacific, except New
Zealand ; the ifiand of Georgia ; and an unknown coaft, which

he named Sandwich land, the Thule of the fouthern hemlfphere

;

and having twice vifited the tropical feas, he fettled the fituations

of the okf, and made feveral new difccveries. But the lafl voy-

age is diftinguiflied above all the refl by the extent and import-

ance of its difcoveries. Befides feveral fmaller iflands in the

fouthern Pacific, he difcovered, to the north of the equino£lial

Jine, the group called the Sandwich iflands; which, from their

fituation and produd'tions, bid fairer for becoming an obje6l of

confequence in the fyftem of european navigation, than any

other difcovery in the South lea. He afterwards explored what

had hitlierto remained unknown of the vi^eitern coaft of America,

containing
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containing an extent of tliree thoufand five hundred miles ; af-

certained the proximity of the two great continents of Afia and
America ; paflc'l the llralts between them, and furveyed-the coafl:

on each fide, to fuch a height of northern latitude, as to demon-
ftrate the impraflicabiUty of a paflage, in that hemifphere, from
the Atlantic into the Pacific ocean, either by an eaftern or a

weflerncourfe. In fiiort, if we except the fea of Amur, and the

japanefe Archipelago, which ftill remain imperfeclly known to

Europeans, he has completed the hydrography of the habitable

globe." Captain King concludes his account of this extraordi-

nary man, whofe death cannot be fufFiciently lamented, in the

following words :
*' Having given the moll faithful account I

have been able to colle61:, both from my own obfervation, and
the relations of others, of the death of my ever-honoured friend,

and alfo of his charafter and fervices, I fhall now leave his me-
mory to the gratitude and admiration of poflerity j accepting

vv'ith a melancholy fatisfa£lion the honour, which the lofs of his

has procured me, of feeing my name joined with his ; and of
teftifying that affection and refpe£l for his memory, whicli, whilft

he lived, it was no lefs my inclination than my conltant fludy to

iliew him."
We cannot clofe this article without giving a (hort fketch of

the charafters of the different writers by whom the la ft voyage

was given to the world. Among thefe we ought to reckon the

rev. Dr. Douglas, the editor, who, in a grave and dignified ftyle,

fuitable to the fublimity of a journey or voyage round the globe,

has arranged the matter ; chaitifed, no doubt, in fome inftances,

the language of our circumnavigators ; and pointed out to the

curious and philofophic eye, the benefits that have refulted, and
piay yet refult, from the late difcoveries in the great Pacific

ocean ; and the attempt, though unfuccefsful, to explore 3.

northern paffage from thence into the Atlantic. Although this

gentleman has'^levelled down the more ftriking peculiarities of

the different writers of thefe voyages into fome appearance of
equality, yet a critic can difcern in each his proper features.

Captain Cook, accurate, minute, and fevere, furveys every object

with a mathematical eye, ever intent to fix or to difcover fome
truth in aftronomy, geography, and navigation. His obfervations

on men and manners, and the produce of countries, are not very

fubtle or refined, but always fenfible and judicious. He fpecu*-

lates in order to eftablifh facts ; but does not inquire into fads

for the airy purpofes of fpeculation. Captain King has perhaps

a greater verfatility of genius than captain Cook, as well as a

more lively fancy, and a greater variety and extent of knowledge.

Agreeably to this character of him, he paints the fcenes that fall

wnder his eye, in glowing and various colours. He nas lefs per-

haps of the mathematician and navigator in his compofition than

6 captain
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captain Cook, and more of the author. He himfelf feems con-
fcious that this is his forte, and wields the pen with alacrity, with
eafe and fatisfa£lion. The gleanings that were left to his in-

duflry by captain Cook, he fecms too eager to pick up, to dwell

upon, and to amplify. Mr. Anderfon is fuperior to both thefe

writers in variety of knowledge, and fubtlety and fublimity of

genius. He is verfanc in languages antient and modern, in ma-
thematics, in natural hillory, in natliral philofophy, in civil hif-

tory, in the metaphyfics of both morality and theology; yet, as

a counterbalance to thefe brilliant qualities and endowments, he
launches forth too much into theory, and is, in fome inftance.s,too

little conftrained by the limits of fa£l and nature in his fpecu-

lations. He has found the dodrines of the immortality and the

immateriality of the foul among nations, who, in all probability,

have not terms to exprefs thefe, and very few to fignify abllracled

ideas of any kind. A quick imagination, and a fubtle intellect:,

can fee any thing in any fubjed, and extend the ideas moll fami-
liar to themfelves over the boundlefs variety of the untverfe.

COOKE (Sir Anthony), preceptor to Edward VI. was born
at Giddy, or Gidding-hall in Effex, about 1506, and defcended
from fir Thomas Cooke, mayor of London. We cannot fix the

place of his education ; but it was probably at Cambridge, as the

Oxford antiquary makes no mention of him. However, he was
fuch an eminent mafter of the whole circle of arts, of fuch An-
gular piety and goodnefs, of fuch uncommon prudence in the

management of his own family, that thofe noble perfons who
had the charge of king Edward, appointed him to inllru6l that

prince in learning, and to form his manners. He lived in exile

during the perfecution of Mary, but after Elizabeth's acceflion

returned home, and fpent the remainder of his days in peace and
honour at Giddy-ball, where he died in 1576.
Knowing, fays Lloyd, that the fexes are equal, and that wo-

men are as capable of learning us men, he inftilled that into his

daughters at night, which he had taught the prince in the day ;

being refclved tohavefons by education, for fear he fliould have
none by birth. And he was remarkably happy in them; for they

were learned above their fex in greek and latin, and were equally

dillinguifhed by their virtue, piety, and good fortune. Mildred
was married to the great lord Burleigh ; Anne to fir Nicholas

Bacon, lord keeper of the great fcal; Elizabeth to fir John Ruflel,

fon and heir of Francis earl of Bedford ; and Katharine to fir

Henry Killigrew. Thus, as Lloyd fays, his care was that his

daughters might have complete men, and that their hulbands

might be happy in complete women; never promifing, yet always

paying, a great dowry. Very providently did he fecure his eter-

nity, by leaving the image of his nature in his children, and of

his mind in his pupil. He took, however, as the fame author

obferves,
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obfervcs, more pleafure to breed up ftatefmen, than to be one.

Contemplation was his fouj, privacy his Ufe, and difcourfe his

clement. Bufinefs was his purgatory, and publicnefs his tor-

ment.

Several witty and ingenious fayings of his are recorded ; par-

ticularly the following :
" That there were three objedls, before

whom he could not do amifs ; his prince, his confcience, and
his children." This facetious ftory is likewife related of him :

" A Suflex knight, having fpent a great eftatc at court, and re-

duced himfelf to one park and a fine houfe in it, was yet ambi-
tious to entertain the king (Edward VI). For that purpofe he
new painted his gates, with a coat of arms and this motto over

them in large golden letters, oia vanitas. Sir Anthony offer-

ing to read it, defired to know of the gentleman what he meant
by OIA, who told him it flood for omnia. *' I wonder," replied he,
*' that, having made your enifiia (0 little as you have, you fnould

yet make your •uatiiias fo large."

COOKE (Robert), was born at Beefton in Yorkflnrc, and
entered fludent at Brazen-nofe in Oxford in i 567. He took his

mafter of arts degree in 1576, about which time he went into

orders; and being a perfon of learning and chara£ler, was made
proiStor of the univerfity. In the year 1590 he refigned his fel-

lowfhip, and retired to the vicarage of Leeds in Yorkfhire. This
Cooke was well fkilled in ecclefiallical learning, and particularly

happy in dillinguiPning the genuine works of the fathers frona

thofe which were counterfeit. He died, according to Wood,
in 1614.

COOKE (Thomas), born at Braintree in EfTex about 1707,
and educated at Felfted-fchool in the fame county. So early as

1726, when only 19, he gave the world a very correal edition of
" Andrew Marvel's works, with a life of the author prefixed."

They were dedicated to the earl of Pembroke: who, being much
delighted with the forward parts of fo young a writer, became a
very warm patron to him, and even wrote ieveral of the notes
to his tranflation of Hefiod, which he publiflied in 1728. Befides
the above, he publifhed a tranHation of Cicero de Natura Deo-
rum, and of Terence. He prepared alfo a tranflation of Plautus,
but has only publifhed the Amphytruon. He was alfo a dra-
matic writer, and author of five or fix pieces, which were not ac-
companied with any fuccefs. But what is likely to prefcrve his

name the longeft, is this : He was concerned with fVlr. Mottley
in writing a farce, called Penelope, a mock-tragedy ; which,
though probably intended as no more than a burlefque drama
without any particular aim, yet being produced upon the ftao-e,

foon after the publication of Pope's Homer's Odyflee, and con-
fidered as a ridicule of that work, expofed him to the poet's

rercntment.
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refentmenf, and procured him a place in tlie Dunciad : wKich
fee, book ii.

COOPER (Anthony Ashley), earl of Shaftefbury, greatly

diftinguifhed in the politicil world, v/as fon of fir John Cooper,

of Rockborn in the county of Southampton, bart. by Anne,
daughter of fir Ant. Afliley of Winborne St. Giles in the county

of Dorfet, bart. where he was born July 22, 1621. Being a boy
of uncommon parts, he was fent to Oxford at the age of 15,

and admitted a gentleman commoner of Exeter college, under

Dr. John Prideaux, the re£lor of it. He is faid to have ftudied

hard there for about two years; and then removed to Lincoln's-

inn, where he applied himfelf with great vigour to the lavi^, and

efpecially that part of it v^'hich related chiefly to the conilitution

of the kingdom. He was ele£led for Tewkfbury in Gloucefter*

fliire, in the parliament which met at Wcftminfler, April 13,

1640, but was foon diflblved. He feems to have been well af-

fefted to the king's fervice at the beginning of the civil war : for

he repaired to the king at Oxford, offered his affiftance, and

proje£ted a fcheme,not for fubduing or conquering his country,

but for reducing fuch as had either deferted or mifiaken their

duty to his majefty's obedience. Locke, in his memoirs of this

extraordinary man, has related the matter, which the reader may
fee by turning to his works, vol. iii.

Sir Authony was afterwards invited to Oxford by a letter from

his majefty ; but perceiving that he was not in confidence, that

his behaviour was difliked, and his perfon in danger, he retired

into the parliament quarters, and foon after went up to London,

where he was well received by that party :
*' to which," fays

Clarendon, " he gave himfelf up body and foul." He accepted

a -commiffion from the parliament •, and, raifing forces, took

"Wareham by dorm, Oclober 1644, and foon after reduced all

the adjacent parts of Dorfetfliire. 1 his, and fome other anions

of the fame nature, might poflibly induce the above-mentioned

hiftorian to fay, that he " became an implacable enemy to the

royal family." Towards the end of 1645 he was chofen fherifT

of Norfolk, and approved by the parliament. The next year he

was (lieriff of AViltihire. In 165 1 he was of the committee of

20, appointed to confider of ways and means for reforming the

law. He was aifo one of the members of the convention that

met after Cromwell had turned out the long parliament. He
was again a member of parliament in 1654, and one of the prin-

cipal perfons who figned that famous proteftation, charging the

protedor with tyranny and arbitrary government •, and he al-

ways oppofed the illegal meafures of that ufurper to the utmofl.

When the proteclor Richard was depofed, and the Rump came

jigain into power, they nominated fir Anthony one of their

eouncil
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council of {la^e, and a commifTioner for managing tlic army.
He v.-as at that very time engaged in a fecret correfpondence
with tiie friends of Charles II. and greatly inftrumental in pro-

moting his reiloradon j which brought him into peril of his life

with the powers then in being. He was returned a member for

Dorfctfliii-e, in that which was called the healing parliament,

which fat in April 1660 ; and a refolution being taken to reftore

the conditutioii, he was named one of the 12 members of the

houfe of comnjons, to carry their invitation to the king. It was
in performing this fervice, that he had the misfortune to be over-
turned in a carriage upon a dutch road, and thereby to receive a
dangerous wound between the ribs, which ulcerated many years

after, and was opened when he was chancellor.

Upon the king's coming over, he was fworn of his majefty's

m.ofl honourable privy-council. He was alfo one of the com-
miffioners for the trial of the regicides ; and though the Oxford
hiftorian is very fevere on him on this occafion, yet he is not
believed to have been any way concerned in betraying or flied-

ding the blood of his fovereign. By letters patent, dated April 20,
1661, he was create;d baron Afliley of Winborne St. Giles; fooa
after made chancellor and under-treafurer of the exchequer,
and then one of the lords ccmmillioncrs for executing the otiice

of high-treafurer. He was afterwards made lord lieutenant of
the county of Dorfet; and, April 23, 1672, created baron
Cooper of Pawlet in the county of Somerfet, and earl of Shaftef-

bury. November 4, following, he was raifed to the poll of lord

high chancellor of England. He (hone particulaily in his fpeeches
in parliament ; and, if we judge only from thofe which he made
upon fwearing in the treafurer Clifford, his fucceflbr fir Thomas
OlLorne, and baron Thurfland, we muft conclude him one of
the moft accomplifhed orators this nation ever bred. The fhort

time he was at the helm, was a feafbn of ftorms and tempeds;
and it is but doing him juftice to fay that they could not either

aitright or diftracl him. November 9, 1673, he refigned the
great feal, and with fome particular circumftances, which the
reader may like to hear. Soon after the breaking up of the par-
liament, as Echard relates, the earl was fent for on Sunday morn-
ing to court ; as was alfo fir Heneage Finch, attorney-general,
to whom the feals were promifed. As foon as the earl came,
he retired with the king into the clofet, while the prevailing
party waited in triumph to fee him return without the purfe.
His lordfliip being alone with the king, faid :

" Sir, 1 know you
intend to give the feals to the attorney- general, but I am fure
your majelly never intended to difmifs me with contempt."
The king, who could not do an ill-natured thing, replied, " Gods
filh, my lord, I will not do it with any circumftance that may
look like an affront." " Then, fir," faid the earl, " I defire your

majeity
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majedy will permit me to carry the feals before you to chape!,

and fend for them afterwards from my houfe." To this his

majefty readily confented ; and the earl entertained the king

with news and diverting (lories, till the very minute he was to

go to chapel, purpofely to amufe the courtiers and his fucceflbr,

who he believed was upon the rack, for fear he fliould prevail

upon the king to change his mind. The king and the earl came

out of the clofet, talking together and fmiling, and went together

to chapel, which greatly furprhed them all : and fome ran im-

mediately to tell the duke of York, that all his meafures were

broken. After fermon the earl went home with the feals, and

that evening the king gave them to the attorney-general.

After he had thus quitted the court, he continued to make a

great figure in parliament : his abilities enabled him to fhine,

and he was not of a nature to reft. In 1675, the treafurer Danby
introduced the tell-bill into the houfe of lords, which was vi-

goroufly oppofcd by the earl of Shaftefbury ; who, If we may
believe Burnet, diilinguiihed himfelf more in this feflion, than

ever he had done before. l his difpute occafioned a proro-

gation ; and there enfued a recefs of 15 months. When the

parliament met again, Feb. 16, 1677, the duke of Buckingham

argued, tliat it ought to be confidered as diilblved : the earl of

Shaftefbury was oi the hme opinion, and maintained it with fo

much warmth, that, together with the duke before mentioned,

the earl of Salifbury, and the lord Wharton, he was fent to the

Tower ; where he continued 13 months, though the other lords,

upon their fubmiiTion, were immediately difcharged. When he

was fet at liberty, he managed the oppofition to the earl of

Danby's adminiftration with fuch vigour and dexterity, that it

was found impoflible to do any thing effedually in parliament,

without changing the fyftem which tlicn prevailed. The king,

who defired nothing fo much as to be eafy, refolved to make

a change ; difmifled all the privy-council at once, and formed a

new one. This was declared April 21, 1679 i
and at the fame

time the earl of Shaftelbury was appointed lord prefident. He
did not hold this employment longer than Odober the 5th fol-

lowing. He had drawn upon himfelf the implacable hatred of

the duke of York, by fteadily promoting, if not originally in-

venting, the project of an exclulion bill : and therefore no won-

der, if a party was conftantly at work againft him. Upon the

king's fummoning a parliament to meet at Oxford, March 2 1,

i6bi, he joined with feveral lords in a petition to prevent its

mcetmg there, which however failed of fuccefs. He was prefent

at that parliament, and ftrenuouHy fupported the exclufion bill:

but the duke foon contrived to make him feel the weight of his

refentment. For his lordOiip was apprehended for high treafon,

July 2, i68ii and, after being examined by his majefty in

• council,
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council, was committed to the Tower, where he remained up-

wards of four months. He was at length tried, acquitted, and
difcharged ;

yet did not think himfelf fafe, as his enemies were
now in the zenith of their power. He thought it high time

therefore to feek for fome place of retirement, where, being out

of their reach, he might wear out the fmall remainder of his life

In peace. It was with this view, November 1682, he embarked
for Holland ; and arriving fafely at Amflerdam, after a dan-

gerous voyage, he took ahoufe there, propofing to live in a man-
ner fuitable to his quality. He was vifited by perfons of the

firft diftinftion, and treated with all the deference and refpe£t

he could defire. But being foon feized by his old diflemper the

gout, it immediately fiew into his flomach, and became mortal

;

fo that he expired Jan. 22, 1683^ in his 62d year. His body
was tranfported to England, and interred with his anceftors at

Winborne j and in 1732, a noble monument, with a large in-

fcription, was erected by Anthony earl of Shaftefbury, his great

grandfon.

We fliall not enter Into any vindication of this noble per-

fonage *, but we may mention it as his misfortune, that thofe

who were angry with him, have tranfmitted to pofterity the hif-

tory of the times in which he lived, and of that government in

which he had fo large a fhare. Marchmont Needham publifhed

a fevere pamphlet againfl him, Intituled, " A packet of advices

and animadverfions, fent from London to the men of Shaftef-

bury, which Is of ufe for all his majefty's fubjecls in the three

kingdoms. Lond. 1676:" and, what is remarkable enough, the

abufe it contains is transferred verbatim Into the account given
of him by the Oxford hiftorian. He was alfo reprefented as

having had the vanity to expe£t to be chofen king of Poland ;

and this made way for calling him count Tapflcy, alluding to the

fap, which had been applied upon the breaking out of the ulcer

between his ribs, when he was chancellor. It was alfo a Hand-
ing jeH: with the lower form of wits, to ftyle him Shiftibury in-

ftead of Shaftel"bury. The author who relates this, tells us alfo,

that when he was chancellor, one fir Paul Neal watered his mares
witn rhenifh and fugar : that Is, entertained his miftrefles. He
Is fuppofed to have been a little intemperate in this way j and
it Is recorded, that Charles II. who would both take liberties and
bear them, once faid to the earl at court, In a vein of raillery and
good humour, and In reference only to his amours, " I believe,

Shaftefbury, thou art the wickedeft fellow In my dominions :"

to which, with a low bow and very grave face, the earl replied,
" j\Iay it pleafe your majeRy, of a fubje£l I believe I am j'' at

which the merry monarch laughed moil heartily.

He married three wives. Anthony, his only fon and fucceflor,

born of his feconU wife, Jan. 16, 1651, was the father of An-
VoL. IV. R thony.
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thony, that nobleman of extraordinary parts and learning, whofc
hiftory we (hall relate in the enfuing article.

COOPER (Anthony Ashley), earl of Shaftefbury, the cele-

brated author of the Charaderiftics, was born Feb. 26, 167 J, at

Exeter-houfe in London. His father was Anthony earl of

Shaftefbury ; his mother lady Dorothy Manners, daughter of

John earl of Rutland. He was born in the houfe of his grand-

father Anthony firft. earl of Shafteibury, and chancellor of Eng-
land, of whom we have fpoken in the preceding article*, who was
fond of him from his birth, and undertook the care of his edu-

cation. He purfued almoft the fame method in teaching him the

learned languages, as Montaigne's father did in teaching his fon

latin : that is, he placed a perfon about him, who was fo tho-

roughly verfed in the greek and latin tongues, as to fpeak either

of them with the greateft fluency. By this means lord Shaftef-

bury made fo great a progrefs, that he could read both thefe lan-

guages with eafe when but 1 1 years old. He began his travels

in 1686, and fpent a confiderable time in Italy, where he acquired

a great knowledge in the polite arts. This knowledge is very

vifible through all his writings ; that of the art of painting is

more particularly fo, from the treatife he compofed upon " The
Judgement of Hercules." He made it his endeavour, while he

was abroad, to improve hiinfelf as much as pofhble in every ac-

complifnment ; for which reafon he did not greatly affecl: the

company of other englifh gentlemen upon their travels •, and he

was remarkable for fpeaking french fo readily, and with fo good

an accent, that in France he was often taken for a native.

Upon his return to England in 1689, he was offered a feat in

parhament from fome of thofe boroughs'where his family had

an intereft; but he declined it, and purfued that ftrift courfe of

ftudy, which he had propofed to himfelf, near five years. Then
he was elected a burgefs for Pool : and, foon after his coming

into parliament, had an opportunity of fliewing that fpirit oi

liberty, which he maintained to the end of his life, and by which

he uniformly dire£l:ed his condudl on all occafions. It was the

bringing in and promoting *' The aft for granting counfel to

prifoners in cafes of high treafon." This he looked upon as

important, and had prepared a fpeech in its behalf : but when
he ftood up to fpeak it in the houfe of commons, he was fo in-

timidated, that he loft all memory, and was quite unable to pro-

ceed. The houfe, after giving him a little time to recover his

confufion, called loudly for him to go on, when he proceeded to

this effed :
" If I, fir," addreffing himfelf to the fpeaker, "who

rife only to give my opinion on the bill now depending, am fo

confounded, that I am unable to exprefs the leaft of what I pro-

pofed to fay;. what muft the condition of that man be, who,

without any affiftance, is pleading for his life?" During this

and
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ftnd other fcflionSj in which he continued hi the houfe of com-
mons, he pcrfevered in the fame way of acting, always heartily

concurring in every motion for the farther fecurity of Hberty :

but the bufinefs of attending reguhxrly the houfe of commons,
which in thofe ailive times generally fat long, in a few years fo

impaired his health, and he was naturally of a weakly confti-

tution, that he was obliged to decline coming again into parlia-

ment, after ifs dilTolution in 1698.

Being thus at liberty, he went to Holland, where he fpent his

time in the converfation of Bayle, Le Clerc, and other learned

and ingenious men then refiding in that country, whofe ac-

quaintance induced him to continue there above a twelvemonth.
When he went to Holland, he concealed his name, as it is faid,

for the fake of being lefs interrupted in his ftudies, pretending

only to be a ftudent in phyfic, and in that charadler contracted

an acquaintance with Bayle. A little before his return to Eng-
land, being willing to be known to him by his real name, he con-
trived to have Bayle invited to dinner by a friend, where he was
told he was to meet lord Afhley. Bayle accidentally calling upon
lord A{hley that morning, was prelTcd by him to ftay^ but ex-

cufed himfclf, faying, " I can by no means ilay, for I muft be
pun6luai to an engagement, where I am to meet my lord Afhley."

The next interview, as may be imagined, occafioned fome mirth j

and their intimacy rather increafcd than leflened after the dif-

covery, for they never ceafed correfponding till Bayle's death.

During his abfenoe in Holland, an imperfedi edition of his " In-
quiry into virtue" was publifhedat London; furreptitloufly taken
from a rough draught, fketched when he was but 20 years of age.

The perfon, who ferved him thus unhandlbmely, was Toland j

on wliom he is faid to have conferred many favours. This trea-

tife was aftcrv/ards completed by him, and publiflied in die fe-

tond volume of the Charaflcrillics.

Soon after he returned to England, he became earl of Shaftef-

bury ; but did not attend the houfe of lords, till his friend lord

Somers fent a mefienger to acquaint him with the bufinefs of
the partition treaty, Feb. 1701. On the acceffion of queen Anne,
he retired to his ufual courfe of ftudying ; and in the beginning
of the year after, viz. 1703, made a fecond journey to Holland,
and returned to England in the end of the year following. The
french prophets foon after having by their enthufiailic extrava-

gances made a great dillurbance throughout the nation, there

ivere different opinions as to the methods of fupprefling them,
and fome advifed a profecution. But lord Shaftefbury, who ab-
horred any ftep which looked like perfecution, apprehended that

fuch meafures tended rather to inflame than to cure the difeafe:

and this occafioned his "Letter concerning enthufiafm," which
he publifhed in 1708, and fent it to lord Somers, to whom he

R 2 addreffed



244 COOPER.
addrefled it, though without the mention either of his own or
lord Somers's name. Jan. 1709, he publiflied his " MoraUfts, a
philofophical rhapfody ;" and, in May following, his " Senfus
communis, or an eflay upon the freedom of wit and humour."
The fame year he married Mrs. Jane Ewer, youngeft daughter
of Thomas Ewer, efq. of Lee in Hertfordfhire; to whom he was
related, and by whom he had an only fon, Anthony the fourth

earl of Shaftefbury. In 1710, his " Soliloquy, A advice to an
author," was printed. In 1711, finding his health flill declining,

he was advifed to leave England, and feek affiflance from a

warmer climate. He fet out therefore for Italy in July 171 ],

and lived above a year after his arrival; dying at Naples, Feb. 4,

The only pieces which he finlfhed, after he came to Naples,

were, " The judgement of Hercules," and the " Letter concern-

ing defign ;" which laft was firft publiflied in the edition of the

Chara6terillics, 1732. The refl of his time he employed in order-

ing his writings for a more elegant edition. The feveral prints,

then iirfc interfperfed through the work, were all invented by
himfelf, and defigned under his immediate infpeftion : and he
was at the pains of drawing up a mod accurate fet of inftru6lions

for this purpofe, which are ilill extant in manufcript. In the

three volumes of the Charal^Leriflics, he completed the whole of
his writings which he intended fliould be made public. The
firft edition was publiflied in 1711; but the more complete and
elegant edition, which has been the ftandard of all editions fmce,

was not publiflied till 1713, immediately after his death. But
though lord Shaftefbury intended nothing more fot the public,

yet, in 17 16, fome of his letters were printed under the title of,

" Several letters written by a noble lord to a young man at the

univerfity :" and, in 1721, Toland publiflied, " Letters from the

late earl of Shaftefbury to Robert Molefworth, efq." Lord
Shaftefbury is faid to have had an efteem for fuch of our divines

(though he treated the order very feverely in general) as explained

cliriftianity moft conformably to his own principles ; and it was
under his particular infpecflion, and with a preface of his own
writing, that a volume of Whichcot's fermons was publifhed in

1698, from copies, taken, as it is faid, in fhorthand, as they were
delivered from the pulpit.

But his principal ftudv was the writings of antiquity; and thofe

which he moft admired, were the moral works of Xenophon,
Horace, the Enchiridion of Epidletus, with Arrian's Commen-
taries, and Marcus Antoninus. From thefe he formed to him-
felf the plan of his philofophy : and the idea which he framed

to himfelf of philofophy in general, may be beft comprehended
from the following words of his, where addrefling himfelf to a

correfpoadent, he fays :
" Nor were there indeed any more than

two
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two real diftiiK^ phllofophles : the one derived from Socrates,

and pafTinginto the old academic, the peripatetic, and ftoic; the

other derived in reality from Democritus, and palling into the

cyrcnaic, and epicurean. For as for that mere fceptic or new
academic, it had no certain precepts, and fo was an exercife of

fophiftry, rather than a philofophy. The firfl therefore of thefe

two philofophies recommended action, concernment in civil af-

fairs, religion. Sec. j the fecond derided all this, and adviled in-

action and retreat. And good reafon : for the fir ft maintained,

that fociety, right, and wrong, were founded in natui-e, and that

nature had a meaning, and was herfelf ; that is to fay, in her

wits, well-governed, and adminifhered by one fimple and per-

fe£l intelligence. The fecond again derided this, and made
providence and dame nature not fo fenfibie as a doting old

woman. So the Epicurean in Cicero treats providence, Jnus
fatidica ftokorum tt^ovoiju. The firll therefore of thefe philofo-

phies is to be called the civil, focial, and theiftic : the fecond the

contrary." Every page of lord Shaftefbury's writings fhews
him to have been a zealous aflertor of the civil, focial,. and the-

iftic fyftem : and hence the whole of his philofophy feems to

have been the inculcating of thefe two principles, viz. that

there is a providence, which adminilters and confults for the

whole, to the abfolute exclufion of general evil and difoidcr

;

and that man is made by that providence a political or focial

animal, whofe conftitution can only find its true and natural

end in the purfuit and exercife of the moral and focial virtues.

Numerous have been the adverfaries and anfwerers of lord

Shaftefburv and his principles: fuch however has been his fate,

that, while fome, only captivated with his wit and humour,
have highly extolled him for things delivered perhaps too freely,

though bearing no relation to his philof.jphy, and others on the

oppofite fide have been wholly employed in cenfuring thefe

freedoms; his real fyftem and opinions have in a manner been
Overlooked, or treated at leaft as a vifionary fcheme of his own
inventing, to idolize moral virtue : though they may be proved
in every part to be in fact no other than the concurring fenti-

ments of the beft writers among the antients.

COOPER (Maurice Ashley), a very learned engllili noble-

man, was fon to the fecond earl of Shaftefbury, and brother
to the third, who was author of the Cliaraderiftics. He tranf-

lated Xenophon's Cyropai>!ia, or the inftitutions of Cyrus; to

which he has prefixed a pliilofophical dedication, addrefled to

his filler, who was mother of the late Mr. Karris of Sallfbury,

and confequently grandmother of lord I^Ialmeibury. It was
firft printed in 2 vols. 8vo. 1728, foonafter his deceafe : it pafled

through another eduion, and a third was printed in J 770,
R 3 " not
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** not "with the eclat of popular ppplaufe, but with the Client

approbation of the ftudious few."

COOPER (Thomas), a learned englilh biftiop, was born at

Oxford about 1517, and educated in the fchool adjoining to

Magdalen college *, and, having made a great progrefs in gram-

mar learning, and gained a high reputation, he was thers ele£t-

cd firft demi, then probationer in 1539, and perpetual fellow

the year after. He quitted his fellowfliip in 1546, being then

married, as it is fuppofed -, and when queen Mary came to the

crown, applied himfelf to the fludy of phyfic, and, taking a ba-

chelor's degree, pra£lifed it at Oxford. He did this becaufe

he was fecretly inclined to the proteftant religion ; and there-

fore, upon the death of that queen, returned to his former

fludy of divinity. March 1567, he took the degree of D. D.

and about that time was made dean of Chrift-church. In 1569

he was made dean of Gloucefter, and the year after bifliop of

Lincoln. July 1572, he preached a fermon at St. Paul's crofs,

in vindication of the church of England and its liturgy ; to

which an anfwer was fent him by a difaffeded perfon, which

anfwer Strype has printed at length in his " Annals of the

Reformation." In 1577 the queen fent him a letter to put a

ftop to thofe public exercifes, called Prophefyings, in his dio-

cefe. Thefe prophefyings were grounded upon i Cor. xiv. 31.

" Ye may all prophefy one by one, that all may learn, and all

may be comforted." They were fet on foot in feveral parts of

the kingdom about 157 1 •, and confifted of conferences among

the clergy, for the better improving of themfelves, and one an-

other, in the knowledge of fcripture and divinity; ^lut in 1577
were generally fupprefled, on account of their being thought

feminaries of puritanifm. In 1584 he was tranflated to the

bifhopric of Winchefter ; which diocefe abounding greatly with

papifts, he petitioned the privy-council to fupprefs them, and

among other methods propofed, " that an hundred or two of

obftinate recufants, lufty men, well able to labour, might by

fome convenient commiffion be taken v p, and be fent into Flan-

ders as pioneers and labourers, whereby the country fhould be

difburdened of a company of dangerous people, and the reft

that remained be put in fome fear."

' Thi$ reverend and hcly bifliop, as A'^^ood calls him, upon

the difcovery of Williaia Parry's treafon, put out an order

of prayer and thankfgiving for the prefervation of the queen's

life and fafety, to be ufed in the diocefe of Winchefter ; and,

Nov. 17, (588, preached at St. Paul's crofs," that being a day

of public thankfgiving, as well for the queen's acceflion, as

|"or the vi£lory obtained over the Spanifh armada. He died

l^t Winchefter in April 1594, and was buried in the cathedral.-'-"••
-

' - there.
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t^iere [m]. Over his grave, which is on the fouth fide of the

choir, was foon after laid a flat marble, with a latin infcrip-

tion in profe and verfc.

The character of this.bifliop has been reprefented in an ad*

vantagcous light by feveral writers. One ftyles him a very-

learned man j eloquent, and well acquainted with the englilh

and latin languages. Another fays, that he was a man of great

gravity, learning, and holinefs of life. " He was," fays Wood,
** furnifhed with all kind of learn'ng, almoit beyond all his con-

temporaries; and not only adorned the pulpit with his fer-

mons, but alfo the commonwealth of learning with his writ-

ings." " Of him," fays fir John Harrington [n], " 1 can fay

much
J and I fhould do him great wrong, if I {hould fay no-

thing : for he was indeed a reverend man, very well learned,

exceeding induftrious ; and, which was in thofe days counted a

great praife to him, and a chief cauie of his preferment, he
wrote that great Didlionary that yet bears his name. His life

in Oxford was very commendable, and in fome fort faint-like;

for, if it is faint -like to live unreproveable, to bear a crofs pa-

tiently, to forgive great iiijuries freely, this man's example is

lamplelefs in this age." He married a wife at Oxford, by
whom he had two daughters ; but he was not happy with her,

Ihe proving unfaithful to his bed. " The whole univerfity," fir

John Harrington tells us, " in reverence to the man, and in-

[m] His writings were : I. The epi-

tome of Chronicles from the 17th year

after Chrili to 1540, and thence to 1
500."

The two firft, parts of this chronicie, and

the beginning of tl.e tliird, as far as the

17th year after Chrift, were compofed by

Thomas Lanquet, a young man of 24
years old :

' but he dying immaturely,

Cooper finifhed the woik, and publithed.

it under the title of " Cooper's Chroni-

cle," though the running-title of the firft

and fecond pait is " Lanquet's Chronicle."

A faulty edition of this work was publi(h-

cd furreptitioufly in 15^9 : but that of

1 560, in 4to, was revifed and correfled by

Cooper. 2. Thefaurus linguae romanae

Se britannicae, &c. and, Dittionarium hif-

tericum & poeticum, 1565,} folio. This
dictionary was fo much efteemed by queen

EUzabeth, that ih.e endeavoured, as Wood
tells us, to promote the author for it in

the church as high as flie could. It is an

improvement of Bibliotheca Eliolse, Eliot's

library or diiilionary, printed in 1541;
or, as fome think, it is taken out of Ro-
bert Stephens's Thefaurus lingue latina;,

and Frilii lexicon latLno-teutonicum. 3. A

brief expofition of fuch chapters of the

old teftament as vifually are read in the

church at common prayer, on the Sundays
throughout the year, 1573, 4to. 4. A
fermon at Lincoln, 1575, 8vo. 5.

Twelve fermons, 1580, 4to. 6. An admo-
nition to the people of England, whereia
are anfwered not only the (landerous un-
truths reproachfully uttered by Martin
the libeller, but alfo many other crimes

by fome of his brood, objeded generally

againft all bifuops and the chief of the

elcrgy, purpofely to deface and difcredit

the prefent ftate of the church, 1589,
4to. This was an anfwer to John ap
Henry's books againft the eftablilhed

church, pulsliihcd under the name of

Martin Mar-Prelate. -Ap Henry, or his

club of puritans, replied to the bilhop's

book, in two ludicrous famphlets, intitu-

led, " Ha' ye any work for a Cooper ?"

and " More work for a Cooper."
[n] a brief furvey of the Ibte of the

church of England in queen Elizabeth

and king James's reign ; being a charac-

ter and hiftory of the bifhops of thofe

times, Load. 1653," Svo. p. 62. 64.

R4 dignity
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dignity of the matter, offered to feparate her from him by pub-
lic authority, and fo to fet hinv free, being the innocent party :

but he would by no means agree thereto, alleging he knew his

©\vn infirmity, that he might not live unmarried ; and to di-

vorce and marry again, he would not charge his conduct with
fo great a fcandal."

COOPER (Samuel), an eminent englifii painter, was born
in London in 1 609, and bred under the care and difcipline of

Mr. HoJkins, his uncle : but derived the moft confiderable ad-

vantages from his obfervations on the works of Van Dyck, in-

fomuch that he was commonly ftyled the Van Dyck in little.

His pencil was generally confined to a head only ; and indeed

below that part he was not always fo fuccefsful as could be
wifhed. But for a face, and all the dependencies of it, namely
the graceful and becoming air, the ftrength, relievo, and noble

fpirit, the foftnefs and tender livelinefs of flefh and blood, and
the loofenefs and gentle management of the hair, his talent was
fo extnaordinary, that, for the honour of our nation, it may
v/ithout vanity be affirmed, he was at leaft equal to the moil
famous Italians; and that hardly any one of his predeceffors

has ever been able to fhew fo much perfection in fo narrow a

compafs. The high prices of his works, and the great efteem

in which they were held at Rome, Venice, and in France, were
abundant proofs of their great worth, and extended the fame
of this raafter throughout Europe. He fo far exceeded his

mailer and uncle Hoflcins, that the latter became jealous of him;
and finding that the court was better pleafed v/ith his nephew's
performances than with his, he took him into partnerfhip with
him. His jealoufy increafed, and he diflblved it ; leaving our
artift to fet up for himfelf, and to carry, as he did, moil of the

buiinefs of that time before him. He drew Charles II. and his

queen, the duchefs of Cleveland, the duke of York, and moft of

the court : but the two moil famous pieces of his were thofe of

Oliver Cromwell, and of one Swingfieid. The french king of-

fered 1 50I. for the former, but could not have it : and Cooper
carrying the latter with him to France, it was much admired
there, and introduced him into the favour of that court. He
likev/ife did feveral large limnings in an unufual fize for the.

court of Kngland ; for which his widow received a penfion

during her life from the crown.

Anfwerable to Cooper's abilities in painting, was his fkill in

mufic ; and he was reckoned one of the beft lutenifts, as well as

the moil excellent limner, of his time. He fpent feveral years

of his life abroad, was perfonally acquainted with the greateft

men of France, Holland, and his own country, and by his

works more univerfally known in all parts of chriftendom.

He
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He died at London in 1672, aged 63, and was burled in Pan-

cras church in the fields ; where there is a line marble monu-
ment fet over him, with a latin infcription upon it.

He had an elder brother, Alexander Cooper, who, together

with him, was alfo brought up to limnitig by Holkins, their

uncle. Alexander performed well in miniature ; and going

beyond fea, became limner to Chriftina, queen of Sweden, yet

was far exceeded by his brother Samuel. He alfo did land-

fcapes in water colours extremely well, and was accounted an

admirable draughtfman.

COOPER (John Gilbert, efq.), of Thurgarton in Not-

tinghamfliire, was the fon of a gentleman of fortune and family.

After palling through Weilmintter-fchool under Dr. Nichols,

he became fellow commoner of Trinity college, Cambridge,

and refided there two or three years. Soon afterwards he

married Mifs Wright, daughter to the recorder of Leicelier,

and fettled at his family feat. He died in April 1769, after

fufFering a long and excruciating illnefs arifing from the ftcne.

Befides the *' Life of Socrates," (firft published in 1757, which
may be confidered as his magman opus, and in compiling which
he was fupplied with authorities by his learned friend Mr. Jack-

fon of Leicefter) Cooper was author of " Curfory remarks on
Warburton's new edition of Pope's Works ; occaiioned by
that modern commentator's injurious treatment, in one of his

notes upon the eflay on Criticifm, of the author of the life of

Socrates. In a letter to a friend, 1751," Hvo. He wrote fome
numbers of the periodical paper called the World ; was auihor

of Ver Vert [o], or the Nunnery parrot, an heroic poem in four

Cantos, tranllated from trie french of monf. Greffct, and pub-

lifiicd a volume of poems on feveral fubjects, 1764," 8vo ; and

reprinted in the fecond volume of Dodlley's Fugitive Pieces.

His elegant latin epitaph on an infant fori, who died the day
after he was born 1749, is printed in Gent. Mag. 1778, p 486,
with a whimfical poetical tranllation. *' A father's advice to

his fon," by Cooper, is in the ^d volume of Pearch's colicclion.

On the firll appearance of the " Letters on Talle" it was ob-

ferved, that Cooper's " genius feemed to iniae mora in defcrip-

tion than in definition j that he had more of imagery than of

fpeculation ; that his imagination was the ll"onge!t talent of

his mind, and that, if he had not attempted to oiler any thing

new on the fubjevft of tafte, he was always fo entertaiiiing,

fpirited, and fpiendid in his dirtion, that the reader who is not

inftructed by h'vv-, cannot fail of being pleafed.

COOPER (Miles Dr.), one of the miuiders of tlie eplfcopal

chapel of Edinburgh, and forme, ly prefidcnc of the College of

[o] Rcpriiited in the fiift volume of Dilly's " Rcpofuory^ 1777."

New
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New York. He was formerly of Queen's college, Oxford,

where he took the degree of M. A. April i6,
1 760 ; and D. C. L.

by diploma, February 25, 1767. He publifhed a volume of

poems about 17585 and a fermon, on the origin of civil govern-

ment, preached before the univerfity of Oxford on the Fad
1777. He died at Edinburgh ift May 1785.

COOTE (Sir Eyre), was born in 1726, and, having at an

early period devoted iiinifelf co anns, if we are not mifinformed,

ferved in his majeiiy's troops during the rebellion in 1745- In

the beginning of the year 1754 the regiment under colonel AI-.

dercon, to which fir Eyre Coote belonged, embarked from
Ireland to the Eafi; Indies. In January 1757 fir Eyre, then a

captain, was ordered by admiral Watfon to take pofTefTion of

Calcutta, furrendered by the nabob, of which he was appointed

governor, but of v/hich he was almoft immediately difpofTeiTed

^y colonel Clive, who claimed to be the fuperior officer. He
was afterwards employed in the reduction of Houghley and of

Chandenagore. At the battle of Plafley', in June, he fignalized

himfelf fo much as to be entitled to a confiderable Ihare of the

honour of that important vi£lory. In July, being then a major,

he was detached vv-ith a party in purfuit of monfieur Law, who
had collected together the difperfed French; which expedition,

though it did not fucceed as to its principal object, the capture

of Mr. Law, was yet attended with advantages both to the

company and the country at large. In the fame year, general

Lally threatening the fiege of 1 richinopoly, major Coote, then

become a colonel, drew together what forces he could, and in-

yefted Wandewaih, which he took the 30th of Nov. in three

^ays. Knowing the advantage of this place, general Lally at-

tempted to retake it, which brought on an engagement the 2 2d

of July 1760, in which the french troops v/ere entirely routed,

and, with their general, fled in defpair to Pondicherry.

The fiege of this place commenced on the 26th of Nov.

and was carried on with unremitted diligence until the middle

pf January 1761, when the englifh forces took pofleflion of this

important town; the garrifon, confilting of 1400 european

foldiers, became prifoners of war ; and a vaft quantity of mili-

tary forces, ^nd great riches, were given up at difcretion to the

viclors. This was the final blow to the french power in India.

On the colonel's return to England the next year, he was pre-

fented by the court of dii-e£lors with a diamond-hiked fword,

which coft 700I. as a teflimony of gratitude for the important

fervices he had done. At the clofe of 1 769, or very early in

1770, he was appointed commander in chief of the Eafl India

company's forces in India. He reached Madras in 1770, but

left that place again in October to proceed to Buffbrah, from

whence he profecuted his journey to Europe overland. The
reafon
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icafon of his quitting fort St. George was fuppofed to have been

owing to a dilpute with the governor there. On the 3ifl of

Augull 1771 he was inveiled with the order of the Bath*, and

in INIarch 1773 he became colonel of the 37th regiment of foot,

which being ftationed in Scotland, he refided at fort George

there as governor. On the death of general Clavering in the

Eafj Indies, fir Eyre Coote was appointed a member of the fu-

preme council at Bengal, and commander of the britifli troops.

Jn 1780, Hydcr Ally having invaded the Carnatic, general

Coote was fent with money and a reinforcement of troops from

Bengal to the coail of Coromandcl, where he aflumed the com-
mand of the army.

About July 1781 he with 10,000 men, Europeans and na-

tives, defeated Hyder's army, confiding of more than 150,000,

near Porto Novo. This was the iirft check of moment given

to his career j and, during the fucceeding progrefs of the war,

Hyder was repeatedly defeated by fir Eyre Coote. In 1783,

the public fervice again requiring his prefence in the Carnatic,

he, though in a dying flate, again left Calcutta for Madras, in

order to re-afTume the command of the army upon that coaft.

He arrived at Madias the 24th April 1783, and died two days

after. His corpfe was fent to England, and landed at the Jetty-

head 2d September 1784, and depofited in the chapel at

Plymouth until the 7th, when it proceeded to Weft Park, the

family-feat in Hampfhire, and was from thence remeved on the

14th for interment in the parifh-church of Rockwood.
COOTWiCH (John), of Utrecht, doftor in the canon and

the civil laws : after having traverfed feveral countries of Eu-
rope, he travelled into ATia, went to Paleftine, and vifited with

great particularity all the places that had any thing to attraQ:

his curiolity. The account of his travels in the Levant appear-

ed in 1619, under the title of Travels into Jerufalem and Syria,

in latin, 410. This work, now become fcarce, is curious, from

the various particulars it contains, on the manners and cuftoms

of the Levantines.

COPERNICUS (NiCHOLAUs), an eminent aftronomer, was
born at Thorn in Pruffia, Jan. ig, 1472. He was taught the

latin and greek languages at home, and afterwards fent to Cra-

covia, where he fludied philofophy and phyfic. His genius in

the mean time was naturally turned to mathematics, which he
purfued through all its branches. He laboured at perfpeftive

particularly; and applied himfelf alfo to painting, in which he

is faid to have made fuch a progrefs, as to have drawn a very

good pidure of himfelf by the help of a looking-giafs. He had

formed a refolution to travel, and began to meditate a journey

into Italy : and a traveller, who fet out in queft of natural

knowledge, fhould, as he juftly imagined, be able not only

6 barely
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barely to fliadow out or ^ve a rough draught, but exaclly to

delineate every thing he met with that was worthy of his no-

tice. This was his motive, and a good one too, for cultivating

as he did the art of painting. He fet out for Italy when he

was 23 ; but (laid at Bononia feme time, for the fake of being

M'ith the celebrated aftronomer Dominicus Maria ; whofe con-

verfation, however, and company he affected, not fo much as a

learner, as an affiftant to him in making oblervations. From
thence he paffed to Rome, where he no fooner arrived, than he

was prefcntly confidered as not inferior to the famous Regio-

montanus ; and acquired, in fliorc, fo great a reputation, that

he was chofen profeffor of mathematics, which he taught with
much applaufe a long time in that city. He alfo piade fome
aftronomical obfervations there, about 1500.

Returning to his own country fome years after, he began to

apply his vait knowledge in mathematics, to corre6l the fyftem

of aftronomy which prevailed. He could not perfuade him-
felf but that the vaft machine of the world, formed by an all-

wife and all-powerful Being, muft be lefs embarraffed and ir-

regular than that fyftem fuppofed. He fet himfclf therefore

to colledl: all the books which had been written by philofophers

and aftronomers, and to examine all the various hypothefes

they had invented for the folution of the various phsenomena of

the heavens : to try if a more fymmetrical order and conftitu-

tion of the parts of the world could not be difcovered, and a

more juft and exquifite harmony in its motions eftablifhed,

than what the aflronomers of thofe times fo eafily admitted.

But, of all their hypothefes, none pleafed him fo well as that of

the Pythagoreans : which made the fun the centre of the fyf-

tem, and the earth to move, not only round the fun, but round

its own axis alfo. He thought he difcerned much beautiful

order and proportion in this ; and that all that embarraffment and
perplexity from epicycles and eccentrics, which attended the

ptolemaic hypothefis, would here be entirely removed.

This fylcem then he began to confider and to write upon,

when he was about 35. He employed himfelf in contemplat-

ing the phenomena carefully ; in mathematical calculations ;

in examining the obfervations of the antients ; in making new
obfervations of his own : and after more than 20 years, chiefly

fpent in this manner, he brought his fcheme to perfe6tion, and

cftabliilied that fyilem of the world, which goes by his name,
and is now univerfally received. This he performed in a work
intituled *' De revolutionibus orbium cceleltium :" which work,

though he had employed fo much pains and time about, and had

finifhed at laft to his mind, he was yet, as he tells us in hie pre-

face to it, fomewhat hfraid to publifli. " I have long doubted

with myfelf," fays he, " whether I fhould venture my commen-
taries
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tarles upon tlie motion of the earth abroad ; whether it would
not be better to imitate the pythagoreans in this refpe£t alfo,

who were wont to communicate the myfteries of then- philo-

fophy, not to the pubHc, but to their friends and relations only."

And he adds afterwards, that " the novelty of his opinion had
almoft brought liim to drop all thoughts of publifliing his book;

which had indeed now Iain in his efcritoir, not nine years only,

which is the term Horace prefcribes, but almoft four times

nine years." At length, however, by the importunity of his

friends, he was induced to let it come out ; but a copy of it was
no fooner brought to him, than he was prefently feized with a

violent efl'ufion of blood, which put an end to his life. Some
have almoft been ready to impute this fudden change (for he
had all his life long enjoyed a good Hate of health) to anxiety

and terror arifmg from the offence which he knew he fliould

give to the bigoted part of his countrymen, who are always

fure to decry what is new, though it be ever fo reafonable and
well grounded, and to perfecute the authors of novelties to the

utmolt of their power. Much of this ufage, no doubt, he
would have felt, if death had not intercepted him : for, as

Gaflendus tells us, his work was fcarcely abroad, when ** a lit-

tle petty fchoolmafter of Elburg, at the inftigation of the mob,
brought him upon the ftage, as Ariliophanes did Socrates, and
ridiculed his opinion concerning the motion of the earth." He
died May 24, 1543, ^g^^ 7°-

This extraordinary man had been made canon of Worms by
his mother's brother Lucas Wazelrodius, who was bifliop of

that place. He was not only the greateit of afhronomers, but
incomparably fkilled in other parts of fcience and learning, and
a perfect mafter of the greek and latin tongues : to all which he
joined fo much piety and innocence of manners, as might ferve

for a pattern for all the world. This revival of the pythagoric

fyftem by Copernicus, gave occafion, fays Gaffcndus, to our
countryman Gilbert to frame his magnetic philofophy ; which
is built upon this principle, that the attractive power in mag-
nets and magnetic bodies arifes from the revolution of the earth

round its axis. While Copernicus was reviving this fyftem,

and labouring to explain and ellablifli it, fome of his friends

obje£led, that, fuppofmg it true, viz. fuppofing the fun at reft

in the centre, and the earth moving round it, the planet Venus
muft needs undergo the fame phafes with the moon ; to whom
he is faid to have i-eplied, that " pofterity w^ould probably dif-

cover that it did fo." This prophecy of his was fulfilled by
the famous Galileo Galilei, wlio hrft made the difcovery with
the telefcope, and thereby wonderfully coiifirm.cd the Coperni-

can fyftem : for which, however, he was thrown into prifon by
pope Urban VIII. and not fulTered to come out till Jie had re-

9 canted
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canted his opinion ; that Is, till he had renounced the teftlmony

of his fenfes. This fhews us, that the apprehenfion of trouble,'

which Copei-nicus expeded from the novelty of his fchemcy
was not without a reafonable foundation.

COQUES (GoNZALo), an efteemed painter of- portraits and
converfations, was born at Antwerp in r6i8, asid was a difci-

pie of the old David Ryckaert, under whofe direction he ap-

plied himfelf diligently to cultivate thofe promifing talents

which he pofleiTed, not only by praclifing the bell rules admi-
riftered to him by his inftruQor, but alfo by ftudying natui-e

with fingular attention. He was a great admirer of Vandyck ;

and fixing on the manner of that great artifl as his model, had
the happinefs of fo far fucceeding that next to him he was ef-

teemed equal to any other painter of his time. In the fchool

of Ryckaert, he had been accuftomed to paint converfations,

and he frequently compofed fubjeds of fancy, like Teniers,

Oftade, and his mafter ; and by that habit he introduced a very

agreeable flylc of portrait-painting in a kind of hiftorical con-

verfations which feemed much more acceptable to perfons of

tafte than the general manner of painting portraits, and pro-

cured him great reputation and riches. In that way he com-
pofed feveral fine pidures for Charles I. and likewife feveral

for the archduke Leopold, and the prince of Orange-, which
latter prince as a mark of refpect prefented Coques with a

tich gold chain, and a gold medal on which the bull of that

prince was impreffed. He died in 1684. He had an excel-

lent pencil ; his portraits were well defigned, with eafy natu-

iral attitudes ; he difpofed the figures in his compofition fo asf

to avoid confufion and embarralTlnent ; he gave an extraordi-

nary clearnefs of colour to his heads and hands; and his touch

^^as free, firm and broad— a circumftance very uncommon in

works of a fmall fize.

CORAM (Capt. Thomas), was born about 1668, bred to'

the fca, and fpent the firit part of his life as mafler of a vefle}

trading to our colonics. While he refided in that part of the

metropolis which is the common refidence of fca-faring people;,

bufinefs often obliged him to come early into the city and re-

turn late ; when he had frequent occafions of feeing young
children cxpofed, througli the indigence or cruelty of their pa-

rents. This excited his compaflion fo far, that he projected the

Foundling Hofpital ; in which humane defign he laboured 17
years, and at laft, by his fole application, obtained the royal

charter for it. He was highly inllrum.ental in promoting an-

other good defign, viz. the procuring a bounty upon naval (lores

imported from the colonies ; and was eminently concerned in

fetting on foot the colonies of Georgia and Nova Scotia. His

laft charitable defign, in which he lived to make fome progrefs,

but
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^ut not to complete, wns a fcheme for uniting the Indians in

North America more clofely to the Britifh intereft, by an
' ^ablifhment for the education of Indian girls. Indeed he

fpent a great part of his life in fcrving the public, and with fo

total a difregard to his private intereft, that towards the latter

part of it he was himfelf fupported by the voluntary fubfcrip-

tions of public-fpirited perfons; , at the head of whom was
that truly amiable and benevolent prince Frederic, late prince

of Wales.
This fingular and memorable man died at his lodgings near

Leicefter Square, March 29, 1751, in his 84th year : and was
interred, purfuant to his delire, in the vault under the chapel

of the Foundling Hofpital, where an ample infcription perpe-

tuates his memory, as Hogarth's portrait has preferved his honeft

countenance.

CORBET (Richard), an ingenious poet, and prelate of the

church of England, was fon of Vincent Corbet, and born at

Ewell in Surry towards the end of the reign of queen Eliza-

beth* He was educated at Weftminfter fchoo!, and fent front-

thence to Oxford in 1598, where he was admitted of Chrift-

church. He took the degrees in arts ; and afterwards enter-

ing into orders, became an eminent preacher. His wit and
eIo<|uence recommended him to James I. who made him one
of his chaplains in ordinary, and, in 1620, promoted him to

the deanery of Chrift-church. He was at this time D. D. vicar

of Cafiington near Wooditock in Oxfordshire, and prebendary

in the church of Savum. In 1629 he was preferred to the fee

of Oxford ; and, in 1632, tranflated to that of Norwich. In

his younger years he wrote feveral pieces of poetry, but with
no defign to publifli ; and we learn from one of them, that he
took a journey to Paris, though we know not at what time.

There is extant in the Mufeum Aflimola^anum a funeral oration

in latin, by Dr. Corbet, on the death of prince Henry, A. D.
1612. He died July 28, 163^, and was buried in the cathedral

of Norwich. Wood fays, that " he v/as confecrated billiop of
Oxford, though in feme refpe£ls unworthy of fuch an office ;"

but the ground of this cenfure does not appear. Some have
furmifed, that the hiftorian might think the charadler of a poet

too light for and inconfiftcnt with that of a bifhop ; to which
we (hall farther add, that Corbet has, in one of his poems,
treated fome of the fuperftitions of the roman catholics, their

veneration efpecially for reliques, and the many forgeries prac-

tifed in that refpect, in a very ludicrous manner. Now, though
we would not inilnuate by any means, that Mr. Anthony Wood
was a papift, yet it is well known that ridicule exerted in

matters of religion, even againft a falfe one, has never been

agreeable to perfons of his great 2eal and piety j and this, it is

not



«56 C O R D U Si

not improbable, might make him think our poet not grave

enough for a biiliop.

After his death, a colleflion of his poems was pubHfhed un-
der the title of *' Poetica ftromata, 1648," 8vo j and another

edition of them in a tliin i2mo. in 1672, dedicated to fir Ed-
ward Bacon, of Redgrave-hall in Suffolk. He had married

Alice the daughter of Dr. Leonard Hutton, vicar of Flower iri

Norfhamptonlhire, by whom he had a fon, named after his

grandfather.

CORDEMOI (Geraud de), was born at Paris, of a noble

family, originally of Auvergne. He firft applied himfelf to the

bar, which he quitted for the philofophy of Defcartes. Bof-

fuet, who was no lefs an admirer of that philofopher, gave him
to the dauphin in quality of reader. He filled his polt with

fuccefs and zeal, and died the 8th of October 1684, member
of the french academy, at an advanced age. We are indebted to

his pen for, i. The general hiftory of France during the two
firft races of its kings, 2 vols. fol. 1685 ; difparaged by father

Daniel, but not the worfc on that account. We are told by
an author of credit, that he found in the old chroniclers

fcarcely any thing but abfurdities and contradictions ; but, ra-

ther encouraged than deterred by difficulties, he unravelled the.

chaos of the two firft races^ elucidated a number of fafts, either

equivocal or doubtful, and brought others to light which were but

little knov^m or not at all. He wrote in a nervous but diffufive

ityle, and too eafily adopts fome fabulous accounts. Corde-

moi fhould have confined himfelf at firft to the hiftory of

Charlemagne, for the ufe of the dauphin, for whom Flechier

had undertaken his hiftory of Theodofius. The latter, more
of the orator than the critic, had foon finiftied his work ; but

the other, unwiliing to advance any things except on good proofs,

went up to the obfcureft periods of the monarchy, and en-

gaged in digreffions foreign to the fubje61:, in long and thorny

difcufiions, which, while they fitpplied us with the hiftory of

the two firft races, deprived us of that of Charlemagne. More*
over, his erudition (fays d'Olivet; appears in too great an un-

drefs, and deftitute of the graces with which it might have been

ornamented, without being overcharged. 2. Divers trails in

metaphyfics, hiftory, politics and moral philofophy, reprinted in

4to. 1704J under the title of CEuvres de feu M. de Cordemoi.

They contain ufeful inveftigations, judicious thoughts, and fen-

fible reflexions on the method of writing hiftory. He had

adopted in philofophy, as we before obferved, the fentiments of

Defcartes, but without fervility j he even fometimes difters

from them.

CORDUS (EuRicius), a german phyfician and poet, died at

Eremen the 24th of Dec. i535> after having publilhed feveral

works
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\vorlcs in the art of medicine. Ke was in habits of intimacy with
many of the learned of his time, among others with Erafmus ;

but his too great fincerity and opennefs of character fometimes
raifed him enemies, fiis latin poems appeared at Leyden in

1623, 8vo.

CORDUS (Valerius), fon of|the foregoing, and worthy of
his father, was born in Heflc-Caflel in 1515- He applied him-
felf with equal fuccefs to the ftudy of languages and of plants.

He traverfed all the mountains of Germany, for the puipofe
of gathering fimples. He then went into Italy, flopped at

Padua, at Pifa, at Luccp, and at Florence ; but, being wounded
in the leg by a kick from a horfe, he ended his days at Rome
in 1544, '^t the age of 29. The following diftich was infcribed

on his tomb :
,

Iiigenio fupereft Cordus, mens ipfa recepta efl;

Coelo
;
quod terra efl, maxima Roma tenet.

The works with which he enriched the knowledge of botany, are :

I Remarks on Diofcorides, Zurich, 156J, fol. 2. Hiftoria

ftirpium, libri V. Strafburg, 1561 & 15153, 2 vols. fol. a poft-

humous work. 3. Difpenfatorium pharmacorum omnium ;

Leyden, 1627, i2mo. The purity of his morals, the polite-

nefs of his manners, and the extent of his knowledge conci-

liated the efteem and the praifes of all lovers of real merit.

CORELLI (Arcangelo), a famous mufician of Italy, waS
born at Fufignano, a town of Bologna, in 1653. His firfl in-

llruclor in mufic was Simonelli, a finger in the pope's chapel j

but his genius leading him to prefer fecular to ecclefiaftical

mufic, he afterwards became a difciple of Baflani, who excelled

in that fpecies of compofition, in which Corelli always delighted,

and made it the bufinefs of his life to cultivate. It is prefumed
that lie was taught the organ : neverthelefs, he had an early

propenfity for the violin, on which he made fo great a profi-

ciency, that fome have not fcrupled to pronounce him then the
firfl perforiner on It in the world. About 1672 his curiofity

led him to vifit Paris : but, the jealous temper of Lully not
brooking fo formidable a rival, he foon returned to Romfe. In
1680 he vifited Germany, was received by the princes there

fuitably to his merit ; and, after about five years flay abroad,

returned and fettled at Rome.
While thus intent upon mufical purfuits at Rome, he fell un-

der the patronage of cardinal Ottoboni ; and is faid to have re-

gulated the mufical academy held at the cardinal's palace every
Monday afternoon. Here it was that Handel became acquainted

with him ; and in this academy a ferenata of Handel, intituled
*' II trionfo del tempo," was performed : the overture to

which was in a flyle fo new and fingular, that Corelli was con-

VoL. IV. S founded
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founded in his firft attempt to play it. This ferenata, tranf-

lated into englifh, and called :
* The triumph of time and

truth," was performed at London in 1751. The merits of

Corel!' as a performer were fufficient to attraft the patronage

of the r^reat, and to filence, as they did, all competition ; but

the remembrance of thefe is it this day ablorbed in the con-

templation of his excellenciei as a mufician at large, as the

autl'.or of new and original harmonies, and the father of a ftyle

not Icfs noble and grand than elegant and pathetic. He died

at Rome in 17 13, aged aimoft 60; and was buried in the

churih of the Rotunda-, other wife called the Pantheon ; where,

for many years after his deceafe, he was commemorated by a

fokmn muhcal performance on the anniverfary of his death.

He died pofleii'ed of about 6000I. which, with a large and

valuable cdlletlion of pidures, of which he v/as paihonately

fond, he bequeathed to his friend and patron cardin.il Otto-

boni •, who however, while he referved the pictures to hlmfelf,

had the generofity to dillribute the money among the relations

of the te! ator.

Corelli is faid to have been remarkable for the mildnefs of

his temper,, and the modeily of his deportm.ent ; yet to have

had a quick fenfe of the rcfpe6l due to his (kill and exquifite

performance. Gibber relates, that, once when Corelli was play-

ing a folo at cardinal Ottcboni's, he difcovered the cardinal

and another pevfon engaged in difcourfe, upon which he laid

down. his inltrument ; an'd, being alked the reafon, gave for

anfwer, that he feared the mufic might interrupt converfation.

That he was alfo a man of humour and pleafantry, the foUovi--

ing (lory feems to indicate : — Strunk, a german mufician, and

flcilled particularly on the violin, being at Rome, made it

his bufinefs to fee Corelli. They had an interview, converfed,

ai d obliged each other with performing on their inftruments,

Strunk, on a fudden, put rhe violin out of tune ;
yet, applying

it to its place, played with the utmoil dexterity upon it : that is,

he attempered the diilbnances, occafioiied by the mif-tuning,

with fuch amazing- ikiil and readinefs, that Corelli cried out In

broken German, '* I am called /(rcangelo or Archangel ; but

von, fir, let me tell you, are an arch-devil."

They who would know more of Corelli, but efpecially of

his muficj may recur to fir John Hawkins's Hiitory of mufic,

vol. Iv. p. ;;c8.

CORINNA, a grecian lady, celebrated for her beauty and

poetic talents, was born at fheflu a city in Boeotia, and \\as

the difciple of Myrtis another grecian lady. Her verfes were

fo efieemcd by the Greeks that they gave her the name of the

Lyi^ic Mufe. tjhe lived in the time of Pindar, about 495 years

before Chriil, and u faid to have gained the prize of lyric

poetry
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poetry five times from that poet : biit Paufanias obferves thaf

her beauty made the judges partial. Corinna wrote a great

deal of poetry, but no more have come down to us than fome
fragments which may be fcen in Fabricius's Bibliotheca Grxca.
CORIO (Bernardixe)j born in 1460, of an illuftrious fa-

mily of Milan, was feledled by duke Lewis Sforza, furnamed
Maurus, for compofing the hidory of his country ; but the

Fiench having got poflelhon of the Milanefe, and the duke his

patron being taken prifoner, he died of grief in 1500, at the

age of 40. The bell edition of his hiftory is that of Milan in

1503, in folio. It is finely printed, fcarce, and much more
fought after than thofe fince publiflied, dibfigured by mutila-

tions. Some eflimation however is attached to that of Venice,

1554, 1565, 4to ; and that of Paris, 1646, 4to. Notwithfland-

ing that this hillorian writes in a harfh and incorrect ftyle, he
is in repute for his exa£litude in afcertaining dates, and in re-

lating the circumftances of facls that excite curiofity and in-

tereft the attention. His nephew Charles Corio employed
himfelf on the fame obje£l as his uncle had fo laborioufly pur-

fued ; and has left, in Italian, a *' Portrait of the city of Milan,"

in which are colle6led the monuments, antient and modern, of

that unfortunate city.

CORNARIUS, or HAGUENBOT (John), a celebrated

german phyfician, born at Zwickow in Saxony. His preceptor

made him change his name of Haguenbot to that of Cornarius.

At 20 years of age, he taught grammar and explained the greek

and latin poets and orators to his fcholars, and at 23 was licen-

tiate in medicine. He found fault with moft of the remedies

provided by the apothecaries ; and obfervlng, that the greateft

part of the phyficians taught their pupils only what is to be

found in Avicenna, Rafis, and the other arabian phyficians, he
carefully fought for tke writings of the belt phyficians of Greece,

and employed about 15 years in tranflating them into latin, ef-

pecially the works of Hippocrates, Aetius, Eginetes, and a part

of thofe of Galen. Meanwhile he pra^lifed phyfic with repu-

tation at Zwickow, Francfort, Marpurg, Nordhaufen and Jena,

where he died of an apoplexy, in 1558, aged 58. He alfo wrote

fome medicinal treatifes
; publifhed editions of fome poems of

the antients on medicine and botany •, and tranflated fome of the

works of the Fathers, particularly thofe of iiafil, and a part of

thofe of Epiphanlus.

CORNARO (Lewis), a Venetian of noble extraflion and
memorable for having lived to an extreme age : for he was
more than 100 years old at the time of his death; which hap-'

pened at Padua in 1565. Amongft other little performances,

he left behind him a piece, intituled, *' De vitas fobriae commo-
dis," that is, " Of the advantages of a temperate liie ;" of which

i> 2 we
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\vc will here give feme account, not only becaufe It will verf

well illuftrate the life and character of Cornaro, but may alfo

pofTibly be of ufe to thofe who take thefummimi bonuirtj or chief

good of life, to confift in good eating.

He was moved, it feems, to compofe this little piece, at the

requeft and for the benefit of fome ingenious young men, for

whom he had a regard ; who, having long fince loll their pa-

rents, and feeing him then 8i years old, in a fine florid ftate of

health, were valtiy defirous to know of him what it was that

enabled him to preferve, as he did, a found mind in a found

body, to fo extreme an age. He defcribes to them therefore

his wliole manner of living, and the regimen he had always

purfued, and was then purfuing. He tells them, that, when he

was young, he was very intemperate ; that this intemperance

had brought upon him many and grievous diforders \ that from

the 35th and 40th year of his age, he fpent his nights and

days in the utmoft anxiety and pain , and that, in (hort, his

life was grown a burthen to him. The phyficians however, as

he relates, notwithilanding all the vain and fruitlefs efforts

which they had made to reftore him, told him, that there was one

medicine Hill remaining, which had never been tried, but which,

if he could but prevail with hlmfelf to ufe with perfeverance,

might free him in time from all his complaints: and that was

a regular and temperate way of living. They added moreover,

that unlefs he refolved to apply inllantly to it, his cafe would

foon become defperate ; and there would be no hopes at all of

recovering him. Up&n this he immediately prepared himfelf

for his new regimen, and now began to eat and drink nothing

but what was proper for one in his weak habit' of body, l^ut

this at firil was very difagreeable to him : he wanted to live

again in his old manner ; and he did indulge himfelf in a free-

dom of diet fometimes, without the knowledge of his phyficians

indeed, but, as he tells us, much to his own uneafinefs and de-

triment. Driven in the mean time by the necefiity of the

thing, and exerang refolutely' all the powers of his underftand-

ing, he grew at laft confirm.cd in a fettled and uninterrupted

courfe of temperance : by virtue of which, as he tells us, all

his diforders had left him in lefs than .a year, and he had

been a firm and healthy man from that time to this,

7'o fliew what a fine fecurity a life of temperance is againft

the ill eftedls of hurts and difafters, he relates an accident

•which befel him, when he was very old. One day being out

in his chariot, and his coachman driving fomewhat fafter than

ordinary, he had the misfortune to be overturned, and dragged

by the horfes a confiderable way upon the ground. His head,

his ; rms, his whole body were very much bruifed 9 and one of

his ancles was put out of joint. He was carried home ; and
- ^ the
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the phyficlans feeing how jTrievouOy he was Injured, concluded

it impolTible that he ftiould Hve three days to an end. 'I hey
were miftaken, however ; for, by bleeding and evacuating me-
dicines, he prefently recovered, and arrived at his old ftabihty

and firninefs.

Some fenfuaUfts, as it appears, had obje£led to his matmer
of living; and in order to evince the' reafonablenefs of their

own, had urged, that it was not worth while to mortify one's

appetites at fuch a rate, for the fake of being old ; fince all that

was life, after the age of 65, could not prupciiy be called viia

viva^fed vita mortiia ; not a living life, but a dead hfe. " Now,"
fays he, " to (hew thefe gentlemen how much they are mifta-

ken, I will briefly run over the fatisfaftions and pleafures, which
I myfelf now enjoy in this 83d year of my age- In the firit

place I am always well ; and fo atlive witlial, that I can with
eafe mount a horfe upon a flat, and walk to the tops of very

high mountains. In the next place I ani always cheerful, plea-

fant, perfectly contented, and free from all perturbation, and
every uneafy thought. I have none oi xkxzt fnjlidium vita, that

fatiety of life, fo often to be met with in perfons of my age.

I frequently converfe with men of parts and learning, and
fpend much of my time in reading and writing. Thefe things

1 do, juft as opportunity ferves, or my humour invites me;
and all in my own houfe here at Padua, which, I may fay, is

as commodious and elegant a feat, as any perhaps that this age
can fhew ; built by me according to the exa£t proportions of

architecture, and fo contrived as to be an equal fhelter againft

heat and cold. I enjoy at proper intervals my gardens, of
which I have many, whofe borders are refrelhed with dreams
of running water. I fpend fome months in the year at thofe

Euganean hills, where I have another comiriodlous houfe with
gardens and fountains : and I vifit alfo a feat I have in the valley,

which abounds in beauties, from the many ftru£tures, woods,
and rivulets that encompafs it. I frequently make excurfions

to foine of the neighbouring cities, for the fake of feeing my
friends, -'.nd converhng with the adepts in all arts and fciences :

architects, painters, ftatuaries, mulicians, and even huftjandmen.

I contemplate their works, compare them with the antients,

and am always learning fomething, which it is agreeable to

know. I take a view of palaces, gardens, antiquities, public

buildings, temples, fortifications : and nothing efcapes me,
which can afford the leaft amufement to a rational mind. Nor
are thefe pleafures at all blunted by the ufual imperfedlons of
great age : for I enjoy all my fenfes in perfect: vigour ; my
talte fo very much, that I have a better relifh for the plalneft

food now, than I had for the choiceft delicacies, when formerly

jninierfed in a life of luxury. Nay, to let you fee what a por-

S 3 tioi>
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tion of fire and fpirit I have flill left within me, know, that I

have this very year written a comedy, full of innocent mirth and
pleafantry ; and, as I fay, if a greek poet was thought fo very-

healthy and happy, for writing a tragedy at the age of 73, why
fhould not I be thought as healthy and as happy, who have

written a comedy, when I am ten years older ? in fliort, that

no pleafure M'hatever may be wanting to my old age, I pleafe

myfelf daily -with contemplating that Immortality, which I

think I fee in the fucceffion of my poflerity. For every time

I return home, I meet 1 1 grandchildren, all the offspring of one

fatlier and mother ; all in fine health ; all, as far as 1 can dif-

cern, apt to learn, and of good behaviour. I am often amufed
by their finging \ nay, I often ling with them, becaufe my voice

is louder and clearer now, than ever it was in my life before.

Thefe are the delights and comforts of my old age j from

•which, I prefume, it appears, that tlie life I fpend is not a dead,

morofe, and melancholy life, but a living, aftive, pieafant life,

which I would not change with the robufleft of thofe youths

who indulge -and riot in all the luxury of the fenfes, becaufe I

know them to be expofed to a thoufand difeafes, and a thou-

fand kind 3 of deaths. I, on the contrary, am free from all fuch

apprehenffons : from the apprehenfion of difeafe, becaufe I have

nothing for difeafe to feed upon •, from the apprehenfion of

deathj becaufe 1 have fpent a life of reafon. Befides, death, I

am perfuaded, is not yet near me. I know that (barring acci-

dents) no violent difeafe can touch me. I mult be diiTolved

by a gentle and gradual decay, when the radical humour is

confumed like oil in a lamp, which affords no longer life to

the dying taper. But fuch a death as this cannot happen of

a fudden. To become unable to walk and reafon, to become
blind, deaf, and bent to the earth, from all which evils I am
far enough at prefent, mufl take a confiderable portion of tim.e :

and I verily believe, that this immortal foul, which flill inhabits

my body with fo much harmony and complacency, will not

eafily depart from it yet. I verily believe that I have many years

to live, many years to enjoy the world and all the good that
"

is in it -, by virtue of that ftridl fobriety and temperance,

which I have fo long and fo religioufly obferved j friend as I

am to reafon, but a foe to fenfe." 1 hus far this good and

wife philofopher, who was known afterwards to have prophe-

f;ed very truly concerning his future health and happinefs ; for

he lived, as we have obferved, to be above 100 years old, after

publifhing another tra£l in his 95th year.

CORNARO (Hel- NA Luc-ietia), a learned Venetian lady,

Vas the daughter Of Gio Baptilla Cornaro, and educated in a

very diiTerent manner from the generality of her fex : for flie

was taught languages and fciences, as boys are, and went
through
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through the philofophy of the fchools, as thorny as it then

was. After having itudied many years, fl.e rook her degrees

at i adua, and was perhaps the firil lady that ever was made a

doclor. She was alfo admitted of the univerfny of Rome,
w!iere(he had the title of t-!unible given h.er, as fiie had at I'a-

du.i that of Unalterable. She deferved, they fay, both thefe

titles, fince all her learning had not iiifpired her with the lead

vanity, nor was any thing capable of difturbing that calmnefs

of fpirit which flie always employed in the deepefl thinking.

She made a .vow of perpetual virginity ; and though all means
were ufed to perfuade her to marry, and even a dlfoenfation

with her vow obtained from the pope, yet (he remained im-

moveable, ft is affirmed, that not believing the perpetual ftudy

to which fhe devoted herfelf, and which ihortened her days,

fufficient to mortify the ileHi, flie frequently exercifed upon
herfelf the diftipline of flagellation ;- as was difcovered after

her death, though fhe took lome pains to prevent it. She fafted

often, and fpent her vihole time betv/een lludy and devotion,

except thofc few hours when ihe was obliged to receive vifits.

All people of quality and faHiion, who paffed tlirough Venice,

were more felicitous to fee her, than any of the curiofities of

that fuperb city. The ca dinals de Bouillon and d'Etr 'es were
commanded by the king of France to call, as they palled into

Italy, upon Lucretia Cornaro at Veiiice, and to examine whe-
ther what fome (aid of her was true j and they found, that her

parts and learning were entirely aniwerable to the high repu-

tation fhe had acquired all over Europe;. At length that prodi-

gious attachment (he had fliewn to books, to thofe efpecially

which were written in greek and hebrew, impaired h-er confti-

tution fo much., that (he fell into an illnefs, of which (he died

in i''>8c. They fay that (lie had notice of her death a year

before it happened ; for that, talking one day to her father of

an old cyprefs-tree in his garden, Ihe advifed him to cut it

down, fince it would do mighty M'ell to make her a coi'lin.

As loon as the news of her death rrached Pwome, the acade-

micians, called Infeco'idi, who had formerly admitted her of their

fociety, made odes to her memory, and epitaphs uitiunit num-
ber, iiut this was not all •, they celebrated a i'uneral folemnity

in honour of her, in the college of the ; arnabite fatliers, where
the academy of the Infecondi ufually affembled. ' his folem-

nity wds condu£led with the hijihefl pomp and magniHcence ;

and a defcription of it was publidied at Padua in 1686, and
dedicated to the moft ferene republic of Venice. The whole
town flocked together to fee it, and one of the academi-

cians made a funeral oration, in which, with all the pomp < f

italian eloquence, he expatiated upon the great and vaiuabic

cjualities of the Jeceafed j faying, that Helena Lucretia Corr.aro

S 4 had
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had triumphed over three monfters, who were at perpetual waf
with her iex, viz.. Luxury, Pride, and Ignorance •, and that in

this fhe was fuperior to all the conquerors of antiquity, even to

Pompey himfelf, though he triumphed at the fame time oyer

the three kings, Mithridates, Tigranes, and Ariftobulus, becaufe

it was eader to conquer three kingdoms, than three fuch im.-

perfedlions and vices, &c.

We do not find that this lady was the author of any literary

productions, though it is agreed on all hands that flie was very

capable of works ufeful as well as entertaining.

CORNEILLE (Peter), a celebrated french poet, born at

Roan, June 6, 1606; and of confiderable parents, his father

holding no fmall places under Louis XIII. He was brought up

to the bar, which he attended fome little timd •, but formed with a

genius too elevated for fuch aprofeffion, and, having no turn for

bufinefs, he foon deferted it. Meanwhile he had given the

public no fpecimen of his talents for poetry, nor was as yet

confcious of poflbfOng any fuch : and they tell us, that it was

purely a trifling affair of gallantry, which gave occafion to his

hrft comedy, called " Melite." The drama was then eitremely

low among the French j their tragedy fiat and languid, their

comedy nothing at all. Corneille was ailonilhed to find him-

felf the author of a piece entirely new, and at the prodigious

fuccefs with which his " Melite" was acled. The french theatre

feemed to be raifed, and to flouriih at once ; and though de-

ferted in a manner before, was row hllcd of a fudden with a

new company of actors. After fo happy an efiay, he continued

to oblige the pqblic with feveral other pieces of the fame kind
;

all of them indeed inferior to what he afterwards produced,

but much fuperior to any thing which the French had feen be-

fore. His " Medea" came forth next, a tragedy, and borrowed

in part from Seneca: and in 1637 he prcfented the " Lid,"

another tragedy, in which he fliewed the world how high his

genius was capable of rifing. All Europe has feen the Cid : it

has been tranllatcd into almoft all languages : and the prodi-

gious reputation which he acquired by this play, drew all the

wits of his time into a confederacy againft it. Some treated

it contemptuoufly, others wrote againft it. Cardinal de Riche-

lieu himfelf is faid to have been one of this cabal : for, not con-

tent with pafhng for a great miniller of ftate, he muft needs

affect to pafs for a great wit too ; and therefore, though he

had fettled a penfion upon the poet, could not abftain from fe-

cret attempts againft his play- It was fuppofed to be under

his influence, that the french academy drew up that critique

upon it, intituled, " Sentim.ents of the french academy upon

the tragi- comedy of Cid :" in which however, if they cenfured

it in fome places, they did not Xcruple to praife it very highly
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in otl-.ers. CorneiLIe had nothing^ to do now but to fupport

the vail reputation he had gained ; and this he did by many ad-

niirable perlx)rmances, publiflied one after another, which, as

Bayle cbferves, " carried the french theatre to its higheft pitch

of glory, and affuredly much liigher than the antient one at

Athen;5." In 1647 he was chofeu a member of the french

academy ; and was what they call dean of that fociety at the

time of his death, which liappcned in 1684, in his 79th
year.

He was. It is faid, a man of a devout and melancholy c.afl

;

and upon a difguft he had conceived to the theatre, from the

cold reception of his " Perthorite," betook himfelf to the tranf-

iation of *' The imitation of Jefus Chrift," by Kempis ; which
he performed very finely. He fpoke little in company, even

upon fubjeds which he perfedly underftood. He was a very

worthy and honeft man ; not very dextrous in making his court

to the great, which was perhaps the chief reafon why he never

drew any confiderable advantage from his productions, befides

that vail reputation which will always attend them. From a
fpeech which R.acine made to the french academy in the be-

ginning of 1685, we may form the jufteft notions of our au-

thor's talents. Afrer reprefenting the miferable Hate in w^hich-

the french theatre then was, that it was without order, decency,

fenfe, talle, he fliews you, how it was all of a fudden reformed
byCorneille :

" for," fays he, " this man pofleffed at once all

thofe extraordinary talents v/hich form a great poet ; art, force,

judgement, and wit. Nor can any one fufhciently admire the

greatnefs of his fentiments, the flcill he fliews in the ceconomy
of his fubjefis, his mafterly way of moving the pafTions, the

dignityj and at the fame time the vaft variety of his charac-

ters." This encomium mud have the more weight, as it comes
from the only man in the world, who was able to form an
adequate idea of his merits ; and who would probably have been
the very man that he was, if he had had the luck to have been
born before him. Corneille's works have been often printed,

and confill of above 30 plays, comedies and tragedies.

GORNEILLE (Thomas), a french poet alfo, but inferior to

Peter Corneille, whofe brother he was. He was a member of
the french academy, and of the academy of infcriptions. He dif-

covered, when he was young, a flrong inclination and genius for

poetry : and afterwards was the author of many dramatic pieces,

fome of which were well received by the public, and acled with
great fuccefs. He died at Andeli, 1709, aged 84, The dramatic
works of him and his brother were publiflied at Paris, 1738, in

11 vols. i2mo. Befides dramatic, Thomas Corneille was the
author of fome other works : as, I. A tranflation of Ovid's me-

famorpKofes and fome of his epillles. 2. Remarks upon Vaugelas.

3-
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r^. A dl£lionary of arts, in 2 vols, folio. 4. An univerfal geo-

graphical and hiftorical diclionary, in 3 vols, folio. In the laft

work, that part of the geography which concerns Normandy is

faid to be excellent.

CORNEILLE (Michael), born at Paris in ^642, wa.s one of

thofe eminent painters who adorned the age of Louis X.V. His
father, who was himfelf a painter of merit, inllrucl-ed him with
great exattnefs. Having gained a prize at the academy, young
Corneillc was honoured with the king's penfion, and fcnt to

Rome; where the princely generofity of Louis had founded a

fchool for the accommodation of young artills of genius. Hire
he ftudied fome time ; but thinking himfelf rather confined by
the modes of ftudy there eftabliflied, he gave up his penfion, and
followed the lead of his own inclination.' He applied hinifelf to

the antique particularly with great care ; and in drawing is faid

to have eo,ualied Carache. In colouring he was deficient ; but

his advocates fay, his deficiency in that refpe£l was folely owing
to his having been unacquainted with the nature of colours , for

he ufed many of a changeable nature, which in time loft the

effedl he had originally given them. Upon his return from
Rome, he was chofen a profeflbr in the academy of Paris ; and
was employed by the king in all the great works he was carrying

on at Verfailles and Trianon, where fome noble efforts of his

genius are to be feen. He died at Paris in 1708.

CORONiiLLl (Vincent), a famous geographer, born at Ve-
nice. His Ikill in the mathematics having brought him to the

knowledge of the cardinal d'Eilrees, his eminence employed him
in making globes for Louis XIV. With this view Coronelli

fpent fome time at Paris ; and left a great number of globes

there, which are much efteemed. In 1685 ^^ ^'^^ made cof-

mographer ; and four years after, public profefTor of geography.

He founded an academy of cofmography at Venice, and died ip.

that city in 17 18. He pubhflTed above 4C0 geographical charts,

an abridgement of cofmography, feveral books on geography, and

other works
CORRaDINI df. Sezza (Peter Marcflltnus), a learned

civilian and cardinal, born at Sezza, in 1658, acquired the eileem

and confidence of Clement XI. and died at Rome in 174.3. He
was the author of a learned and curious work, intituled, " Veruo
Latium profanum et facrum," 2 vols, folio*, and a Hiftory of

Sezza in 4to.

CORRADUS (Sebastian), profeffor of the belles lettres at

Bologna, had a great name among the grammarians of the xvith

century, and died in 1556. We have of his two ufeful works :

I. Qu^eftura, in qua Ciceronis vita refer tur. 2. De lingua latina.

Corradus founded an academy of literature at Reggio.

CORREGGIO (Antonio da), a moft extraordinary paintet,

fo
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fo called from Corregglo, a town in the dukedom of Modena,
where he was born in 1494. He was a man of fuch admirable

natural parts, that notliing but the unhappinefs of his education

hindered him from being the beft painter in the world, for his

condition and circumllances were fuch, as gave him no oppor-

tunities of fludying either at Rome or Florence; or of confulting

the antiques for perfeti^ing himfelf in defign. Neverthelefs he

had a' genius fo fublime, and was mafter of a pencil fo wonder-
fully foft, tender, beautiful, and charming, that Julio Romano
having (ecu a Leda, and a naked Venus painted by him, for Fre-

deric duke of Modena, who intended them as a prefent to the

emperor, declared, he thought it impofTible for any thing of co-

lours ever to go beyond them. Raphael's fame tempted him at

length to ^o to Rome. Fie confidercd attentively the pitfures

of that great painter ; and after having looked on them a long

time witTioat breaking filence, he faid, *' Ed io anche fon pittore,'*

I am alfo a painter. His chief wo'ks'are at Modena and Parma.

At the latter place he painted two large cupolas in frefco, and
fome altarrpieces. This artift is remarkable for having borrowed

nothing from the works of other men. Every thing is new in

his pidures, his conceptions, his defign, his colouring, his pencil;

and his novelty has nothing in it but what is good. Hisour-lines

are not correct, but their gufto is great. He found out cenairi

natural and unatFecled graces for his madonnas, his faints, and
little children, which were peculiar to him. His pencil vi'as both

eafy and delightful : and it is acknowledged, that he painted

with great ftrength, great heightening, and livelinefs of colours,

in which none furpalied him. He underftood alfo how to dif-

tribute his lights in fuch a manner as was wholly peculiar to him-
felf ; which gave great force and roundnefs to his figures. This
manner confifts in extending a large light, and then making it

lofe itfelf infenfibly in the dark fliadowings, which he placed out

of the mafles. In the conduct and finiihing of a picture, he is

faid to have done wonders ; for he painted with fo macii union,

that his greateft works feem to have been finithed within the

compafs of one day, and appear as if we faw them from a

looking-glafsv His landfcapes are equally beautiful with his

figures.

Correggio fpent the greateft part of his life at Parma ; and not-

withftanding the many fine pieces that he made, and the high
reputation he had gained, he was extremely poor, and always

obliged to work hard, for the maintenance of his family, which
was ibmewhat large. He was very humble and modeft in his

beliaviour, lived very devoutly, and died much lamented in 1534,
when he was but 40 years of age. The caufe of his death was
a little fingular. Going to receive 50 crowns for a piece he had
done, he was paid it in a fore of copper money, called quadrinos.

This
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This was a great weight} and he had 12 miles to carry it, though
it was in the midil of fummer. He was over-heated and fa-

tigued; in which condition, indifcreetly drinking cold water, he
brought on a pleurify, which put an end to his life.

CORSINI (Edward), a monk of the Ecoles-Pies,born at Fa-

nano in 1702, died at the age of 6?, in i 765, at Fifa, where the

grand duke had given him a chair in philofonhy. This fcience

occupied his firft iUidies, and his fuccefsfoon appeared from th.e

•* Philofophical and mathematical inilitutions," in 6 vols. 8vu.

1723 and 1724. For the dreams of Arillotlc, whic^i then fettered

a part of Italy, he fubftitutcd a fpecies of pliilofophy at once

more ufeful and more true. Encouraged by the favourable

reception his work had met with, he publiflied, in 1735, a new
" Courfe of geometrical elements," written v.'ith precifion and
perfpicuity. On being appoiiitcd profellbr atPifa, he revifed and
retouched his two performances. "^Fhe former appeared, with

confiderable corre6lions, at i'ologna in 1742; and the lecond,

augmented with " l!,Iements of praclical geometry," was pub-
liflied at Venice in 1748, 2 vols. Svo. He was well verfed in

hydroilatics and hiftory. After having fcduioufly applied for'

feveral years to^the claflica] authors, and particularly thofe of

Greece, he propofed to write the " Falti of the archons of

Athens." The firfi; volume of this important, work appeared ia

1734, in 4to ; the fourth and lad, ten )ears after. Being called

in 1746 to the chair of moral philofophy and metaphyfics, and

impelled by the vigour of his genius, he compofed a " Courfe of

metaphvCcs," which appeared afterwards at Venice in 17^8. His

learned friends Muratori, Gcrio, Mairiri, Qu^irini, Paffionei, now
perfuaded him to abandon philofophy ; and, at their foliicitations,

he returned to criticifm and erudition. In 1747 ^^^ publiflied

four dilTertations in 4to. on the facred games of Greece, in which

he gave an exa(ft lifl: of the athl^ic vidlors. Two years after-

wards he brought out, in folio, ari excellent work on the abbre-

viations ufed in greek infcriptions, under this title, " De notis

Grsecorum." 'ihis accurate and fagacious performance was foU

lowed by feveral diflertations relative to objgels of learniiig. The
high eflieem in which he was held by his acquaintance, on ac-

count of his virtues and induftry, was even an interruption to

his labours. He was appointed general of his order in 1754.

The leifure left him by the arduous dfities of his ftation he now
devoted to liis form.er iludics. The term of his generalfliip being

expired, he haftened back to Pifa, to refume the functions of

profefibr. They were the means of procuring to the public fe-

veral new dilTertations, and efpccially an excellent work, one of

the beft of his performances, intituled, " De pr£efe£lis urbis."

At length he confined the whole of his application on the " Flif-

tory of the univerflty of Pifa," of which he had been appointed

hiAorio-
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Kiitoriograplier -, pf wliicii he was near upon publlfliing the firft

volume, when he had a flroke of apoplexy, which carried him off],

in fpite of all the refourccs of the medical arc.

CORT (Cornelius), a celebrated engraver^ was born at

Iloorn in Holland in J536. After having learned the firft prin-

ciples of drawing and engraving, he went to Italy to complete

his ftudies, and vifitcd all the places famous for the works of the

great mafters. At Venice he u as courteoufly received by Titian;

snd engraved feveral plates from the pidurcs of that admirable

painter. He at laft fettled at Rome, wliere he died 1578, aged

42. According to Bafan, he was the beil engraver with the

burin or graver only that Holland ever produced. " We find in

his prints," adds he', " correclnefs of drawing, and an exquifite

tafte." He praifes alfo the tafte and lightnefs of touch with

which he engraved landfcapes, and that without the affiftan^e

of the point. It is no fmall honour to this artift, that Agoilino

Carracci was his fcholar, and imitated his ftyle of engraving ra-

ther than that of any other mailer. His engravings are very nu-

merous (151 according to abbe Marolles), and by no means un-

<:ommon.
CORTEZ (Fernand), a fpanidi gentleman, famous under the

emperor Charles V. for the conquelt of Mexico. He paffed ov-=r

to the Indies in 1504, continued fome time at St. Domingo, and

then went to the ille of Cuba. He fo diftinguifhed himfelf by

his exploits, that Velafquez, governor of Cuba, made him cap-

tain general of the army, which he delKned for the difcovery of

new countries. Cortez failed from San-Iago Nov. 18, 15 18,

ftationed his little army at the Havannah, and arrived the year

after at Tabafco in Mexico. He beat the Indians, founded Vera-

Cruz, reduced the province of TIafcala, and marched direcflly to

IVlexico,the capital of the empire. Montezuma, the emperorof the

Mexicans, was conftrained to receive him, and thus became a pri-

foner in his own capital: \md Cortez not only demanded immenfe
monies of him, but obliged him to fubmit all his ftates to

Charles V. Meanwhile Velafquez, growing jealous of all tliis

fuccefs, refolved to traverfe the operations of Cortez, and with

this view fent a fleet of 12 (hips againll him : but Cortez al-

ready diftrufted him ; and, having obtained new fuccours horn.

the Spaniards, made himfelf mafter of all Mexico, and detained

as prifoner Guatimofin, the fucceflbr of Montezuma, and laft

emperor of the Mexicans. This was accomplifhed, Aug. 13,

152 1. Charles V. rewarded thefe fervices with the valley of

Guaxaca In Mexico, which Cortez erefted into a marquifate :

however, he afterwards returned to Spain, loaded with riches

and glory, and died there in 1554, aged 63. Many have writ-

tefa. the hiltory of this " Conqueft of Mexico,' and particularly

Antonio



270 C O R Y A T E.

Antonio de Soils, wliofe work has been tranflated into many
other languages befides the englifli.

CORTEZI (Paul), was born in 1465, at San Geminiano, in

Tufcany In early life he applied himfclf to the forming of

his ityle by reading the beft authors of antiquity, and particu-

larly Cicern. He wjs not abov^ 23 when he publdhed a dia-

logue on the learned men of Italy. This produdtion, elegantly

compofed, and ufeful to the hiilory of the literature of his time,

remained in obfcurity till 1734, when' Alexander Politi had it

printed at Florence, in 4to, with notes, and the life of the au-

thor. Angelo Politianup, to whom he communicated it, wrote

to him, that " the work, though fuperior to his age, was not a

premature fruit." There is Hill extant by this writer a commeo-
tary on the four books of fentences, 1 540, folio, in good latin,

but frequently in fuch familiar terms as to throw a ludicrous

air over the lofty myileries of the papal church : it was indeed

the fafliion of his- time, particularly that of Bembo, &c. He
alfo wrote a trail on the dignity of the cardinals j full of eru-

dition, variety and elegance, according to the teftimony of

fome Italian authors, and deftitute of all thofe qualities accord-

ing to that of Du Pin. P. Cortezi died bifliop of Urbino in

1 510, in the 45th year of his age. His houfe was the afylurn

of the mufes, and of all that cultivated their favour.

CORYATE (Thomas), a very extraordinary perfon, who
feems to have made himielf famous by his follies, was the fon

of a clergyman, and born at Odcombe in Somerfetfliire, in

1577. He became a commoner of Glouceller-hall, Oxford, in

1596 j vv'here continuing about three years, he attained, by mere
dint of memory, to fome flcill in logic, and to more in the greek

and latin languages. A^fter he had been taken home for a

time, he weiit to London, and was received into the family of

Henry prince of Wales. In this fituation he fell into the com-
pany of the wits of thofe times, who, finding in him a ftrange

mixture of fenfeand folly, made him their whetflone ; and fo,

fays Wood, he became too much known to all the world. In

1608, he took a journey to France, Italy, Germany, Sec. and at

his return publiihed his travels under tljis title ;
" Crudities

haftily gobbled up in five months travels in France, Savoy, Italy,

Khetia, Helvetia, fome parts of High Germany, and the Nether-

lands, ]6ii,"4to. reprinted in 3 vols. 8vo, 1776. This work
was ulhered into the world by an Odcombian banquet, coniift-

ing of near 60 copies of verfes, made by the bed poets of that

time, which, if they did not make Coryate pafs with the world

for a man of great parts and learning, contributed not a little to

the fale of his book. Among thefe poets were Ben Jonfon,

fir John Harrington, laigo Jones the architcd:, Chapman,
Donne,
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Donne, Drayton, &c. In 1612, after he had taken leave of his

countrymen, by an oration fpoken at the crofs in Odccmbe, he

took a long and large journey, with intentions not to return

till he had fpent ten years in travelling iibout. The firft- place

he went to w^as Conltantinople, where he made as good obfer-

vations as he was capable of mailing ; and took from thence his

opportunities of viewing divers parts of Greece. In the Helle-

fpont he took notice of the two callles Sefto'; and Abydos,

which Mufacus has made famous in his poem of Hero and Le-

ander. He faw Smyrna, from whence he found a pufi'age to

Alexandria in -^gypt ; and there he obferved the pyramids near

Grand C-airo. From thence he went to Jerufalem ; and fo on

to the Dead Sea, to Aleppo in Syria, to babylonon Chaldea, to

the kingdom of Perfia, and to Ifpahan, where the king ufually

refided ; to Seras, antiently called Shuflian ; to Candahor, the

firfl province north-ealf under the fubjedion of the great mogul,

and fo to Lahore, the chiefeft city but one belonging to that em-
pire. From Lahore he went to Agra; w^here, being well re-

ceived by the englilh faclory, he made an halt. He ftaid here

till he had gotten the turkiih and vnorifco, or arabian languages,

in which ftudy he vv'as always very apt, and fome knowledge in

the perfian and indoftan tongues. In both thefe he fuddenly

got fuch a knowledge and maftery, that they were of great ufe

to him in travelling up and down the great mogul's dominions.

In the perfian tongue he afterwards n;ade an oration to the

great mogul •, and in the Indoftnn he had fo great a command,
that he is faid to have filenced a laundry- w^oman, belonging to

the englifh ambaflador in that country, who ufed to fcold all

the day long. After he had vifited fcveral places in tliat part of

the world, he went to Surat in Eali-India, where he fell ill of

a flux, of which he died in 1617.

This ftrange man, it is evident, had a prodigious defire of

feeing many things, which fort of ambition has never been

reckoned a fymptom of folly : nor indeed would Coryate have

pafled for fuch a fool as he has done, if he had not unluckily

fallen into the hands of wits, who, by way of diverting them-

felves, expofed him. He had however a higher opinion of him-

felf than was fitting; and therefore was r.ot a little mortified

when any thing checked it. Thus when one Steel, a merchant,

and fervant to the Eaft-India company, came to fir Thom.as

Roc, the englifli ambafTiador at Mandoa, where the mogul then

refided, he told Coryate, that he had been in England fince he

faw him, and that king James had enquired about him ; and
that upon telling his majeily, that he had met hin\ in his travels,

the king replied, " Is that fool living t" Our traveller was
equally hurt at another time, when, upon his departure from

Alandoa, fir Thomas lice gave him a letter, and in that a bill

9 ^'J
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to receive lol. nt Aleppo. The letter was directed to Mr^
Chapman, conful there at that lime ; and the paflage v/hich

concerned Coryate wao this :
" Mr- Chapman, when you {hall

hand thefe letters, I defire you to receive the bearer of them,
Mr. Thomas Coryate, with courtefie, for you ihall find him a,

very honeft. poor wretch," &c. 7 his expreffion troubled. Co-
3ryate extremely, and therefore it Vv'as altered to his mind. He
was very jealons of his reputation abroad ; for he gave out, that

there -was great expe£tances in England of the large accounts

he fliould give of his travels after his return home.
What became of the notes and obfervations he made in his

long peregrinations, nobody knows; only thefe following, which
he fent to his friends in England, were printed in his abfence,

I. Letters from Afmere, the court of the great mogul, to feveral

perfons of quality in England, concerning the emperor and his

country of Eail-India, 1616, 410. in the title of which is our

author's picture, riding on an elephant. 2. A letter to his mo-
ther Gtjrtrude, dated from Agra in haft-India, containing the

fpeech that he fpoke to the great mogul in the perfian language.

3. Certain obfervations from the mogul's court and Eall-India.

4. Travels to, and obfervations in, Conftantin^ople and other

places in the way thither, and in his journey thence to Aleppo,

Damafcus, and Jerufalem. 5. His oration, Purus, Putus Co-
ryatus ^ quintelfence of Coryate •, fpuken extempore, when
Mr. Rugg dubbed him a knight on the ruins of Troy, by the

name of Thomas Coryate the firll englifh knight of Troy.

6. Obfervations of Conflantinople abridged. All thefe are to

be found in the " Filgrimages"' of Sam Purchas. 7. Diverfe

Litin and greek epiilles to learned men beyond the feas ; fome

of which are in his " Crudities."

COSIMO (Andrew and Pkter), italian painters, of whom
the former excelled in the claro-obfcuro, and the other in fin-

gular compofitions. The genius of tiie latter, fertile in extra-

vagant conceptions, brought about him all the young men of his

time, for the fake of getting fubje£ls for ballets and mafque-

rades. His application to work was fo flrong that he fome-

times even forgot to take his meals. Among his fcholars are

reckoned Andrew del Sarto and Francis de Sangallo. He died

in 1521, at the age of 80, of the etfefts of a paralytic ftroke.

He was a man of a fingular character, and of very irritable

nerves. The crying of infants, the noife of bells, the coughing

of people that had colds, were fufficient to ruffle his mind.

On the other hand, to walk in a 'fhower of rain was agreeable

to him ; but thunder fo alarmed him, that even a long time af-

ter the ftorm, he has been found in an obfcure corner of the

houfe, muffled up in his cloak.

COSIN (John), an englifh prelate, was fon of Giles Cofin,

a rich



C O S 1 N. 273

a rich citizen of Norwich, and born in that city Nov. 30, 1594.
He was educated in th"' free-fchool there, till 14 years of age;

and then removed to Caius college in Cambridge, of which he

was fucceffively fcholar and fellow. Being at length much
known for his ingenuity and learning, he had, in 16 .'6, an offer

of a librarian's place from Overall bilhop of Lichfield and Co-
ventry, and Andrews bilhop of Ely, and accented the invita-

tion of the former; who dying in 1619, he b.\.Tse domeftic

chaplain to Neil bifliop of Durham. He was made a preben-

dary of Durham in 1624; and the year following collated to

the archdeaconry of the eaft riding in the church of York, va-

cant by the refignation of Marmaduke Blakeltone, whof d mgh-
ter he had married that year. July 1626, Neil prefeno d him
to the rich reftory of Branfpeth, in the dloccfe of Du'-ham ;

the parochial church of v/hich he beautified in an extraordinary

manner. About that time, having frequent meetings at the

bifhop of Durham's houfe in London, with Laud and other di-

vines of that party, he began to be obnoxious to tlie puritans,

who fufpe£led him to be popiihly affefted ; which fufpicion

was greatly conlirmed in them by his " Collection of Private

Devotions," publifhed in 1627. Smith tells us, that this col-

le£\:ion was drawn up at the command of Charles L for the ufe

of thofe proteftants who attended upon the queen ; and, by
way of preferving them from the taint of certain popilh books

of devocion, fuppofed to be thrown, on fet purpofe, about tha

royal apartments. However, this book of Cofin's, though licen-

fed by the bifliop of London, was very Ilriking at the fird

view ; and even moderate perfons were a little {hocked with it,

as approaching too nearly- the fuperilicions of the church of

Rome. The top of the frontifpiece had the name of Jcfus in

three capital letters, L H. S. Upon thefe there was a crofs,

encircled v/ith the fun fupported by two angels, with two de-

vout women praying towards it. Burton, Prynne, and other ce-

lebrated puritans, attacked it very feverely ; and there is no
doubt but it greatly contributed to draw upon him ali that

perfecution which he afterwards underwent.

About 1628 he took the degree of D. D. and the fame year

was concerned, with his brethren of the church of Durham, in

a profecution agair^ll Peter Smart, a prebendary there, for a

feditious fermon preached in that cathedral, upon Pfalm xxxi. y.
*' I hate them that hold of fuperllitious vanities." Smart was
degraded, and diipoffeffcd of his preferments ; but, as we fnali

perceive, afterwards amply revenged of Cofm for his fnare in

the profecution. In 1634 Cohn was eledted mailer of Peter-

houfe in Cambridec ; and in 1^140 made dean of I'eterboicugh

by Charles L whofe chaplain he then was. But now his trou-

VoL. iV. T bles
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bles began : for, Nov. lo, which was but three days after his

inftallation into that deanery, a petition from Peter Smart

againfl him was read in the houfe of commons ; wherein com-
plaint was made of his fuperflltion, innovations in the church

of Durham, and fevere profecution of himfelf in the high-com-

miflion-court. This ended in his being, Jan. 22, 1642, fe-

queflered by a vote of the whole houfe from his ecclefiaflical

benefices , and he is remarkable for having been the firft cler-

gyman in thofe times who was treated in that manner^ March
15th enfuing, the commons fent him 21 articles of impeach-

ment againft him, tending to prove him popiflily affected j

and about the fame time he was put under reftraint, upon a

furmife that he had enticed a young fcholar to popery : all

which imputations he cleared himfelf eafily from, though not

without great trouble and cliarge. In 1642, being concerned

with others in fending the plate of the univerfity of Cambridge

to the king, who was then at York, he was eje(5led from his

mafterihip of Peter-houfe ; fo that, as he was the firft who
was fequeftered from his ecclefiaftical benefices, he was alfo

the firft; that was difplaced in the univerfity. Thus deprived of

all his preferments, and not without fears of fomething worfe,

he refolved to leave the kingdom, and retire to Paris 5 which
accordingly he did in 1643.

Here, by the king's order, he officiated as chaplain to fuch of

the queen's houfehold as were proteftants; and with them, and

other exiles daily reforting thither, he formed a congregation,

which was held firft in a private houfe, and afterwards at the

cngliili ambaflador's chapel. Not long after, he had lodgings

alhgned him in the Louvre, with a fmall penfion, on account

of his relation to queen Henrietta. During Iiis refidence in

this place, he continued firm in the proteftant religion ; re-

claimed fome who had gone over to popery, and confirmed

others who were wavering about going-, had difputes and con-

troverfies with jefuits and romifh priefts, and about the fame

time employed himfelf in writing feveral learned pieces

againft them. One accident befel him abroad, which he often

fpoke of as the moft fenfible afliicSiion in his whole life j and

that was, his only fon's turning papift. This fon was educated

in grammar learning in a jefuit's fchool, as were many otliers

of our youths, during tlie civil war ; and occafion was thence

taken of inveigling him into popery. He was prevailed upon,

not only to embrace popery, but alfo to take religious orders io

the church of Rome : and though his fatlier ufed all the ways

imagiinab'e, and even the autliority of the French king, which

by intereft he had procured, to regain him out of their power,

iuid from their perfuafion, vet aU proved ineffeiSlual. Upou
this
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{hh he difinlierlted him, allowing him only an annuity of rod.

He pretended indeed to turn proteftant again, but relapfed be-

iorc hi^ father's deceafe.

At tlie reiloration of Charles II. Cofin returned to England,

and look poHeflion of all his preferments, but, before the year

was out, was raifed to the fee of Durham. As foon as he

could get down to his diocefe, he fet about reforming abufes

there during the late anarchy j and diftinguiftied himfelf by

his charity and public fpirit. He laid out a great fliare of his

large revenues in repairing or i-ebuilding the feveral edihces

belonging to the bifliopric of Durham, which had either been

demolilhed, or neglected, during the civil wars. He repaired,

for inftance, the caflle at Bilhop's Aulclaiid, the chief country-

feat of the bifliops of Durham ; that at Durham, which he

greatly enlarged ; and the bifhop's houfe at Darlington, then

very ruinous. He alfo enriched his new chapel at Aukland,

and that at Durham, with feveral pieces of gilt plate, books,

and other coftly ornaments ; the charge of all which buildings,

repairs, and ornaments, amounted, according to Dr. Smith, to

near i6,oool. but, as others fay, to no lefs than 26,0001. He
likcwife built -and endowed two hofpitals ; the one at Durham
for eight poor people, the other at Aukhnd for four. The
annual revenue of the former was 70I. that of the latter 30I.J

and near his hofpital at Durham, he rebuilt the fchool-hou fes,

which coll: about 300I. He alio built a library near the callle

of Durham, the charge whereof, with the pidlures with which
he adorned it, amounted to 800I. and gave books thereto to the

value of 2000I. as alfo an annual penfion of 20 marks for ever

to a librarian. But his generofity in this way was not confined

within the precincSts of his diocefe. He rebuilt the eaft end of
the chapel at Peter-houfe in Cambridge, which coft 320I. and
gave books to the library of that college to the value of loool.

He founded eight fcliolarlhips in the fame univerfity : namely,

five in Peter-houfe, of lol. a year each j and three in Caius col-

lege, of 20 nobles apiece per annum : both which, together

with a provifion of 81. yearly, to the common cheft of thofe

two colleges refpe£lively, amounted to 2500I. To mention all his

benefadlions, would be almoft tedious. He gave, in ornaments
to the cathedral at Durham, 45I. j upon the new building of the

bifhop's court, exchequer, and chancery, and towards erecting

two felTions houfes in Durham, loool. ; towards the redemption
of chrillian captives at Algiers, 500I- ; towards the relief of tie

diftrefled loyal party in England, 800I. *, for repairing the banks
in Howdenfliire, lOO marks; towards repairing St. Paul's ca-

thedral in London, 501* In a word, thid generous bifnop, dur-
ing the 1 1 years he fat In the fee of Durham, is faid to have
ipent above 2oocl. yearlv in pious and cb.aritable ufes.

T 2 He



276 COS IN.

He died, Jan. 15, 1672, of a peroral dropfy, in his 78th year,

after having been much afflicled with the Itone for fome time be-

fore •, and his body was conveyed from his houfe in Wel'lmin-

fter to Bifhop's Aukland, where it wa'^ buried in the chapei be-

longing to the palace, under a tomb of black marble, with a

plain infcription prepared by the bifliop in his life-time. Be-

lides the fon already mentioned, he had four daughters. By his

will he bequeathed confiderable fums of money to charitable

purpofes : to be dillributed among the poor in feveral places, a

fum amounting to near 400I. ; towards rebuilding St. Paul's ca-

thedral, when it fliould be raifed five yards from the ground,

I col. •, to the cathedral at Norwich, whereof the one half to be

bellowed on a marble tablet, with an infcription in memory of

Dr. John Overall, fome time bifhop there, v/hofe chaplain he

had been, the red for providing fome ufeful ornaments for the

altar, 40I. *, towards repairing the fouth and north fide of Peter-

houfe chapel in Cam.bridge, fuitable to the eaft and weft fides,

already by him perfe£led, 20oi. ; towards the new building of a

chapel atEmanuel college in Cam.bridge, 50I. ; to the children

of Mr. John Hayward, late prebendary of Lichfield, as a tefti-

mcny of his gratitude to their deceafed father, who in his

younger years placed him with his uncle bifliop Overall, 2cl.

each ; to fome of his domellic fervants 100 marks, to fome 50I.

and to the reft half a year's wages, over and above their laft

quarter's pay- In his will alfo, he made a large and open de-

claration of his faith, and was particularly explicit and empha-

tical in vindicating himfelf from the imputation of popery :

" I do profefs," fays he, *' with holy obfervation, and from my
very heart, that I am now, and ever have been from my youth,

altogether free and aveife from the corruptions, and impertinent,

new fangled, or papiftical fuperftitions and do6lrines, long

fince introduced, contrary to the holy fcripture, and the rules

and cuftoms of the antient fathers." To fay that bifhop Cofin

was a papift, would be ridiculous •, yet from this fhort account

of him it appears pretty evident, that he was very follicitous

about the outfide of religion ; that he loved magnificence and

f.nery in churches and cathedrals, according to the articles of

his impeachment; that, though not convinced of any thing pa-

pilncal, he was found aftivc in inventing and preffing vain and

infignificant ceremonies : and this indeed was the true cha-

rafter of 'Laud, and all the divines of his fchool, of whom Co-
fin v,'as one. He wrote a great number of books, pibliflied

and unpublifiied ; from all which, as one obfcrves, and his

abilities, quick apprelienfion, fclid judgment, and variety of

reading, manifefted therein, he has perpetuated his name to

pofterity, and fufiiciently confuted at the fame time the calunl-
'

nies induftrioufiy Ipread againil him, of his being a ppift, or

popifiily
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popiflily affected : wliich calumnies brought upon him a fevere

perfecution, followed with the plunder of all his goods, the fe-

queftration of his whole eftate, and a 17 years exile.

COSTANZO (Angelo di), lord of Cantalupo, born in 1507,

at Naples, publiftied the hitlory of that city, in Italian, folio,

1682, at Aquila, after 53 years of perfevering invefligation.

TJiis firft edition, fcarce even in Italy, reaches from the yep.r

1250 to 1489; that is, from the death of Frederic II. to the

war of Milan, under Ferdinand I. Coftanzo enlivened by the

culture of latin poetry, the drynefs of hiftory. He fucceeded

both in one and the other. He improved the art of writing

fonnets by graces of his own invention. His Italian poetry

was coUeded at Venice in 1752, i2mo. He died about the

year r59o, at a very advanced age.

COSTARD (George), an englifh fcholar, diftingulfhed for

oriental and aftrononiical learning, was born about 1710, and

admitted about 1726 of Wadham college, Oxford; where he

became fellow and tutor, and where he feems to have fpent the

greateft part of his life, though the fellows of Wadham college

hold their fellowihips only for a limited number of years.

June 1764, he obtained the vicarage of Twickenham in Mid-

dlefex, by the favour of lord chancellor Northington. Jan.

1782, he died; and his books, oriental manufcripts, and philo-

fophical inflruments, were fold by au6lion in March following.

He was the author of 15 produdions, as they are enumerated

in " Nichols's Anecdotes of Bowyer," whence this extract is

made : they are chiefly upon agronomical fubjeds, but among
them are, •* Some obfervations tending to illultrate the book of

Job, 1747, 8vo."

COSTE (Peter), a native of Uzez, fled to England on ac-

count of religion, died at Paris in 1747, at an advanced age,

leaving behind him feveral works. The chief of them are : i.

Tranllations into french of Locke's eflay on human underiland-

ing, Amflerdam, 1736, 4to, and Trevoux, 4 vols, i2mo-, of

Newton's optics, 4to, and of the Reafonablenefs of chrillianity

by Locke, 2 vols. 8vo. 2. An edition of Montaigne's eiTays,

3 vols. 4to, and 10 vols. i2mo. with remarks and annotations.

3. An edition of Fontaine's fables, i2mo. with curfory notes

at the bottom of the pages. He ventured to add a fable of his

own, which ferved to prove that it was far more eafy to com-

ment on Fontaine than to imitate him. 4. The defence of

la Bruyerc, againft the carthufian d'Argone, concealed under

the name of Vigneul Marville : a verbofe performance, which

has been very injudicioully tacked to moft of the editions of

the charaders of Theophrailus. 5. The life of the Grand

CondCj 4to, and i2mo. accurate enough, but cold. Cofle, as

T 3
au
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an editor, was often tedioufly minute, and, as an author, not

above mediocrity ; but he bellowed great attention on what-
ever he did. He was an excellent corretlor of the prefs ; and
by that term we would imply a man who is thoroughly verfed

in his own language, is well acquainted with the foreign tongues,

and has a general knowledge oi the fciences,

COSTER (Lawrence), an inhabitant of ITarlem, died about

1440, defcended from the antient counts of Holland, by a na-

tural child. His name is famous in the annals of printing, as

the Dutch affirm him to be the inventor of that art about the

year 1430. However, this claim is far from being built on
any folid foundation. It was not till 130 years after the hrll

exercife of this art at Mayence, that the town of Harlem form-
ed any pretence to the honour of this invention. But, to the

known and certain fafts, to the ftriklng and incontedable proofs

that certify us of its belonging to Mayence, the men of Harlem
oppofe nothing but obfcure traditions, the talcs of old folks,

fcories, conje£l:ures, and not one typographical production that

can in any way fliew the merit of it to belong to Cofter. All

that we can allov/ to Harlem, is the circumflance of being one
of the firft towns that pra^lifed the art of cutting in wood^
which led by degrees to the idea of printing a book, firll in

wooden Mocks engraved, then in moveable characters of wood,
and laftly in fufile types. But it flill remains to be proved that

this idea was conceived and executed at Harlem \ whereas it is

demonftrated that Gutemberg printed, firft at Stvalburg, and
afterwards at Mayence, in m.oveable charaflers of wood, and
that the fufile types were invented at Mayence by Schceffcrt.

The learned Meerman, counfellor and penfionary of Rotterdam,

zealous for the honour of his country, fup^orted the caufe oi

Harlem with all the fagacity and all the erudition that could be

exerted, in a work intituled : Origines typographicie, printed

at the Hague in 1765, 2 vols. 4to, and it may be affirmed, that

never was bad caufe better defended.

COSTHA (bln Luca), a chriftian philofopher, native of

Baalbek in Syria, who lived in the year 250 of the hegira under
the caliphate of Moltain Billah. He tranliated many greek

books into the arable tongue ; and, among others, that of the

Spherics of Theodofius. He alfo compofed feveral original

works, as Well on the prattlce of phyfic, as on aftronomy and
the mathematical fciences, of which M- Cafiri has given the

catalogue in his Biblioth. Arab, de I'Efcurial, torn. i. p. 420.

Of his tranOations of the greek writers are feveral very inte-

relling ones in the public • library at Leyden ; as the Sphicrics

of Theodofius, numb. 1 165. (103 1); Autolycus de ortu & oc-

cafu fiderum, numb. 11 64. (1031), and the Barulcus of Hero
> Alexandrinusj
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Alexnndrinus, numb. 1091, (51), a work of which the original

greek is entirely lolc [p] A latin tranilation of this laft book,

made by the celeh- icd M. Golius, is at prcfeiit in the poflclTiou

of Mr. Profeflbr Brugmans, at Groningen, v/ho thinks ithiglily

dcferving of publication •, and gives us room to hope that, by

taking that charge upon himfelf, he will foon repair the lofs of

the original. Coilha ben Luca likewife tranflated the commen-
taries of Galen on the aphorifms of Hippocrates, as may be

feen from the catalogue of the oriental manufcripts in the li-

brary of the Medicis at Florence, made by M. Afiemani, p. 375,
though this tranflation was not made from the original, but from

a fyriac tranflation of Honain ben Ifaac. Ladly, another work

that Coftha traniluted into arabic is mentioned by M. d'Her-

belot, torn. ii. p. 399, under the title of Ketab al fetahat al

roumiah.

COiELERIUS (John Baptist), B. D. of Sorbonne, and
king's greek profeflbr, was born at Nifmes in Languedoc, in

1627. He made an extraordinary proficiency in the languages

under his father, when very young: for being, at 12 years of

age only, brought into the hall of the general 'iliembly of the

frencli clergy held at Mantein 1641, he conflru'J theNewTef-
tament in greek, and the Old in hebrew, at the firit opening of

the book. He unfolded at the fame time leveral dlificulties

propofed in regard to the peculiar con{lru£lion of the hebrew
language ; and explained alfo the text from feveral cufloms
pratliied among the jews. After this, he demonilrated feveral

mathematical propoiiilon^, in explaining Euclid's delinitions.

"J "his made him looked upon as a prodigy of genius; and his

reputation rofe in proportion to his advances in life. In 264;?

he took the degree of M. A ; B. D. in 1647 ; and was ele£led

a fellow of the Sorbonne in 1649. In 165 1 he loft his father,

who died at Paris, whither he had come to refide with his chil-

dren in 1638; and h.e lamented him much. He had indeed

great reafon to do fo; for he had taken the greateft pains and
care imaginable in his education, as appears from a letter of

Cotelerius to his father, which Baluzius has given us an extrad:

of. " It is not in my poM'er," fays he, " not to be obedient

in every refpett to you, to whom, befides innumerable btncfus

and favours, I owe not only my life, but alio the means of

living well and happily : I mean, thofe feeds of virtue and learn-

ing which you have been cai'eful to plant in me from my in-

fancy. Now, if Alexander of Macedon could own himfeiffo
much indebted to bis father Philip for begetting him, yet fo

much more to Ariflotle for forming and edueatyig him -, what
ought not I to acknowledge myfelf indebted to you, who have
been both a Philip and an Ariftotle to me r"

fp] Vide Fabricii Bibliotli. Giaec. torn. ii. p. 59*.

T4 In
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In 1654, when the archbifliop of Embrun retired uito his

diocefe, he took Cotelerius along with him, as one who would

be an af;reeable companion in his foUtude. Cotelerius was with

the archbifliop four whole years ; but afterwards, when he re-

turned to Paris, complained heavily of the want of books and

converfation with learned men, which he had experienced in

that retreat. He declined going into orders, and fpent his

time wholly in ecclefiaftical antiquity. The greek fathers were

his chief ftudy : he read their works both printed and manu-
fcript with great exa£lnefs ; made notes upon them ; and tranf-

lated feme of them into latin. In 1660 he publiflied " Four

homilies of St. Chryfoflom upon the Pfalms," and his Commen-
tary upon Daniel, with a latin tranflation and notes. Then he

fet about his " Colle6lion of thofe Fathers who lived in the

apoftolic age ;" which he publilhed in two vols, folio, at Paris,

1672, all reviewed andcorre£led from fcveral manufcripts, with

n latin tranflation and notes. The editor's notes in this per-

formance are very learned and very curious : they explain the

difHculties in the greek terms, clear up feveral hiflorical paf-

fages, and fet matters of belief and difcipline in a better light.

He had publiflied this work fome years fooner ; but was in-

terrupted by being pitched upon with du Cange to review

the MSS. in the king's library. This taflc he entered upon

by Colbert's order in 1667, and was five years in perform-

ing it.

In 1676 he was made greek profeflbr in the royal academy

at Paris, which poft he maintained during his life with the

higheft reputation. He had the year before put out the firfl:

volume of a work, intituled, " Monumenta ecclefi^e griccie,"

which was a colIe£lion of greek trails out of the king's and

Colbert's libraries, and had never been publiflied before. He
added a latin tranflation and notes ; which, though not fo large

as thofe upon the " Patres apoflolici," are faid to be very cu-

rious. The firfl; volume was printed in 1675, the fecond in

1681, and the third in 1686. He intended .0 have continued

this work, if he had lived ; but death fnatched him away. His

age was not great, but his conflitution was broken with intenfe

ftudy : for he took vafl: pains in his leanied performances,

writing all the greek text and the verlion on the fide with his

own hand, and ufing the greateft care and exa£tnefs in all his

quotations. Aug. 3, 1686, he was feized with an inflamma-

tory diforder in his breall, which required him to be let blood :

but he had fuch a diflike to this operation, that, fooner than un-

dergo it, he diiTembled his illnefs. At lalt however he confent-

ed ; but it was too late, for he died the loth of the fame month,

when he was not 60 years of age.

Befides his great flcill in the languages and in ecclefiaftical an-

!. ' tiquity,
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tiqulty, he was remarkable for his probity and candour. He
was furprifingly modcft and unpretending, without the lead

tin£lurc of ftiffnefs and pride. He Hved particularly retired,

made and received few vifits •, and thus having but little ac-

quaintance, he appeared fomewhat melancholy and relerved;

whereas it is faid that he was in reality of a frank, converfable,

and friendly temper.

COTES (Roger), an illuftrious mathematician, philofopher,

and aftronomer, was born July 10, i68i, at Burbach in Leicef-

terlhire, where his father Robert was rector. He was firft

placed at Leicefter fchool -, where, at only 12 years of age, he

difcovcred a flrong inclination to the mathematics. This being

obferved by his uncle, the rev. Mr. John Smith, he gave him
all imaginable encouragement ; and prevailed with his father to

fend him for fome time to his houfe in Lincolnflilre, that he

snighi put him forward, and afTid hvm in thofe ftudies. Here

he laid the foundation of that deep and extenfive knowledge in

this way, for which he was afterwards fo defervedly famous.

He rem.oved from thence to London, and was fent to St. Paul's

fchool ; where alfo he made a great progrefs in chfhcal learn-

ing ; yet found fo much leifure as to keep a conftant corre-

fpondence with his uncle, not only in mathematics, but alfo in

metaphyfics, philofophy, and divinity. This fadl is faid to have

been often mentioned by profelTor Saunderfon. His next re-

move was to Cambridge j where, April 6, 1699, he was ad-

mitted of Trinity college ; and at Michaelmas 1705, after taking

his firft degree in arts, chofen fellow of it. He was at the

fame time tutor to Anthony earl of Harold, and the lord Henry
de Grey, fons of the then marquis afterwards duke of Kent,

to which noble family Mr. Cotes was related.

Jan. 1706, he was appointed profefior of aftronomy and ex-

perimental philofophy, upon the foundation of Dr. Thomas
Plume, archdeacon of Rochefter •, being the firft that enjoyed

that office, to which he was unanimoufly chofen, on account of

his high reputation and merits. He took the degree of M. A.
' in 1706; and went into orders in 17 13. The fame year, at

the delire of Dr. Bentley, he publiihed at Cambridge the fe-

cond edition of fir Ifaac Newton's " Mathematica Principia,

&c." and infcrted all the improvements which the author had.

made to that time. To this edition he prefixed a moft admi-
rable preface, in which he exprefled the true method of philo-

fophifing, fiicwed the foundation on which the newtonian philo-

fophy was built, and refuted the objeftiuns of the cartefians and
all other philofophers againft it. It may not be amifs to tran-

fcribe a paragraph from this preface, in which the editor has

given an anfwer to thofe who fuppofed that gravity or attrac-

tion, in fir Ifaac Newton's fyftem, was in no wife a clearer

principle,
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principle, and more adapted to explain the plisenomena of na-

ture, than the occult qualities of the peripatetics ; becauie

there are flill philofophers who perfift in the fame fuppofition.

Gravity, fay the objetlors, is an occult caufe ; and occult caufes

have nothing to do with true philofophy. To whom Mr.
Cotes replies, that " occult caufes are, not thofe whofe exift-

ence is moft clearly demonftrated by obfervation and experi-

ment, but thofe only whofe exiftence is occult, fidlitious, and fup-

ported by no proofs. Gravity therefore can never be called an

occult caufc of the planetary motions ; fmce it has been de-

monftrated from the phsenomena, that this quality really exifts.

Thofe rather have recourfe to occult caufes, who make vortices

to govern the heavenly motions 5 vortices, compofed of a matter

intirely fidtitious, and unknown to the fenfes. But fhall gra-

vity therefore be called an occult caufe, and on that account

be banifhed from philofophy, becaufe the caufe of gravity is oc-

cult, and as yet undifcovered ? Let thofe, who affirm this, be-

ware of laying down a principle, which will ferve to undermine

the foundation of every fyftem of philofophy that can be efta-

blifhcd. For caufes always proceed, by an uninterrupted con-

nexion, from thofe that are compound, to thofe that are more
fimple ; and when you (hall have arrived at the moft fimple,

it will be impoftible to proceed farther. Of the moft fimple

caufe therefore no mechanical folution can be given j for if

there could, it .would not be the moft fimple Will you then

call thefe moft fimple caufes occult, and banifli them from

philofophy .'' You may fo ; but you muft baniOi at the fame

time the caufes that ai-e next to them, and thofe again that

depend upon the caufes next to the;.., till pliiiofophy at length

will be fo thoroughly purged of caufes, that there will not be

one left whereon to build it."

The publication of this edition of Newton's Principia added

greatly to his reputation j nor was the high opinion the public

now conceived of him in the leaft diminiihed, but rather much
increafed, by feveral productions of his ov/n, which afterwards

appeared. He gave a defcription of the great fiery meteor,

that was fcen March 6, 1716, which was publiftied in the Ph.il.

Tranf. a little after his death. He left behind him alfo fome
admirable and judicious trads, part of which, fince his deceafe,

have been publifhed by Dr. Robert bmith, his coufin and fuc-

cefibr in his profefforfliip, afterwards mafter of Trinity college.

His " Harmonia Menfurarum," &c. v>^as pubiilhed at Cam-
bridge, 1722, 4to ; and dedicated to Dr. Mead by the learned

editor j who, in an elegant and afFedionate preface, gives us

a copious account of the performance itfelf, the pieces annexed

to it, aid of fuch other of the author's works as are yet un~

publiftied. He tells us l.OvV much this work was admired by

profeflbr
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profeflbr Saundevfon, and how dear the author of it was to

Dr. Bentley. The firll treatife of the mifcellaneous works iji-

iiexed to the " Harmonia Menfurarum" is " Concerning tlie

eftimation of errors in mixed mathematics." i he fecond,
*' Concerning the differential method " which he handles in a

manner fomewhat different from fir Ifaac Newton's treatife up-

on that fubjecft, having written it before he had feeu that treatife.

The name of the third piece is " Canonotechin^, or concerning

the conftruclion of tables by diflerences." The book concludes

with three fmall tracts, " Concerning the defcent of bodies, th^

motion of pendulums in the cycloid, and the motion of pro-

jecliles j'' which traifls, the editor informs us, were all com-
pofed by him when very young. He wrote alfo *• A tompen-
Ilium of arithmetic, of the rcfolutions of equaclons, of dioptrics,

and of the nature of curves." Befides thefe pieces, he drew
up a courfe of hydroftatical and pneuraatical lectures in eng-

lifii, which were publiihed by Dr. Smith in 1737, and are held

in higli repute.

This uncommon genius in mathematics died, to the regret

of tlie univerfity, and all lovers of that fcience, June 5, 1716,
in tlie very prime of his life ; for he was advanced no farther

than to his 33d year. He was buried in the chapel of Trinity-

college ; and an infcription fixed over him, from which we learn

that he had a very beautiful perfon.

COriN (Charles), fo ill-treated by Boileau in his fatires,

and by Molicre in his comedy of the *' Femmes Savantes," un-
der the name of Triflbtin, was born at Paris, and has at lead

as good a title to a place in this work, as fome of Virgil's mili-

tary heroes in the JFa\c\A, who are celebrated purely for being

knocked on the head, it is fai<l, that he drew upon him the

indignation of Boileau and Moliere : of the former, becaufe he
counfelled him in a harfli and fplenetic manner, to devote his

talents to a kind of poetry different from fatire ; of the latti-r,

becaufe he had endeavoured to hurt him with the duke de
Montaufier, by infinuating that Moliere defigned him in the

perfon of the iVIifanthrope. Be all this as it might, Corin was
far from being defpicable, or devoid of merit, lie undcrllood
greek, hebrew, andfyriac; was a good preacher; and left fomc
paflable pieces in verfe and profe. Be it known farther, that

he was received into the french academy in 1655. He died at

Paris in 1682.

COTOLENDI (Charles), advocate in the parliament of
Paris, native of Aix or of Avignon, died at the beginning of
the xviiitli century, gained a reputation in the literary world by
fevcral works. Ihe principal are: i. The voyages of Peter
Texeira, or the hillory of the kings of Perfia down to 1 L'09,

tranllated from the fpanifh into french, 2 vols. lamo. 1681.

2. I he
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2. The life of St. Francis de Sales, 4to. 3. The life of Chrifto-

pher Columbus, tranflated into french, 2 vols. i2mo. 1681.

4. The life of the duchefs of Montmorenci, 2 vols. 8vo. 5.

Arlequiniana, or bon-mots, &c. collefted from the converfa-

tions of Harlequin. 6. 1 he book M'ithout a name. 7. DilTer-

tation on the v/orks of St. Evremont, i2mo. under the name of

Dumont. " I find many things in this work, jullly cenfured,"

writes the criticifed author :
** I cannot deny that the author

writes well ; but his zeal for religion and morals furpufles all

things elfe. I Ihould gain lefs in changing my ftyle for his,

than my confcience for his.— Favour furpaflcs fevcrity in the

judgment, and I feel more gratitude for the former than refcnt-

ment againft the latter." This certainly difcovers modefty,

which, .if fincere, fhould atone for many faults in St. Evre-

mont.
COTTA (John), a latin poet, born in a village near Vero-

na, gained confiderable reputation by his talents. He followed

to the army Bartholomew d'Alviano, a Venetian general who
had a regard for him •, but he was taken by the French at the

battle of Ghiara d'Adda, in the year 1509, and did not regain

his liberty for feme time. His patron difpatched him to pope

Julius II. at Viterbo, vi'here he died in 151 1, at the age of 28,

of a peftilential fever. Several of his epigrams and orations

are printed in the colle6lion intituled ; Carmina quinque poeta-

rum ; Venice, 154.8, 8vo.

COTTEREL (Sir Charles), was fon of fir Clement Cot-
terel of Wylsford in Lincolnfhire, groom porter to James I.

He was in the interregnum (leward to the queen of Bohemia ;

and in 1670, when he was created LL. D. in the univerfity of

Oxford, it appears that he was mafter of the requefls to

Charles II. He poflefled in an extraordinary degree the various

accomplifhments of a gentleman, and particularly excelled in the

knowledge of modern languages. During the exile of his royal

mafter he tranflated from the french " Caflandra the famed ro-

mance," which has been feveral times printed. He had a prin-

cipal hand in tranflating " Davila's hiftory of the civil wars of

France" from the Italian, and feveral pieces of lefs note from
the fpanifh. In 1686 he refigned his place of mafter of the

ceremonies, and was fucceeded by his fon Charles Lodowick
Cotterel, efq. He is celebrated by Mrs. Catherine Philips

under the name of Poliarchus. See more of him in Athen.

Oxon.
COTTON, or COTON (Peter), a jcfuit, born in 1564, at

Nercnde near the Loire, of which place his father was gover-

nor, dlftinguiflied himfelf early in life by his zeal for the con-

verfion of heretics, and by his fuccefs in the pulpit. He was
calkd to the court of Henry IV. at the inilance of the famous

Lefdiguieres,
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Lefdiguleres, whom he had converted. The king, pleafed with

his wit, as well as with his manners and his convcrfation,

made him his confeflbr. M. Mercier cenfures the king, for

" having too pecuHar a deference for this jefuit, a man of very-

moderate talents, folely attached to the narrow views of his

order ; and it was publicly faid, " Our prince is good, but he
has cotton in his ears." Henry was defirous of making him
archbifhop of Avles, and procuring him a cardinal's hat ; but

the jefuit conftantly refufed his offers. His brotherhood, after

their recall, unable eafdy to fettle themfeh'es in certain towns,

that of Poitiers efpecially, flarted great difHculties. The
pere Cotton vviflied to perfuade the king that all thefe op-

pofitions were the work of Sulli, governor of Poitou ; but Henry
having refufed to hften to this calumny, which he blamed the

jefuit for having adopted with too much credulity : " God forbid,

faid Cotton, that I fliould fay any harm of thofe whom your

majefty honours with his confidence ! But, however, I am
able to juftify what I advance. I will prove it by the letters of

Sulli. I have feen them, and I will fiiew them to your ma-
jefty." He was taken at his word ; and Cotton came the next

day to tell the king that the letters had been burnt by care-

Icfihefs. This quotation is taken from the Cours d'hiftoirc de

Condillac, torn. xiii. p. 505. After the much lamented death

of that great priuce, Cotton was confeflbr to his fon Louis XIII.

The court being a folitude to him, he alked permiflion to quit

it, and obtained it in 161 7, fo much the more eafily as the

duke de Luynes was not very kind to him. Mazerai and other

hiftorians relate, that u'hen Ravaillac had committed his parri-

cide, the p'ere Cotton went to him and faid : " Take care that

you do not aceufe honeft men !" There is room to fuppofe

that his zeal for the honour of his fociety, rather than any other

motive, prompted him to utter thefe indifcreet words. It is

related in the Moreri of Holland, edit. 1740, that " Henry IV.

having one day afked him. Would you reveal the confellion of

a man refolved to alTaffinate me .'' — No ; but I would put my
body between you and him." The jefuit Santarelli having

publidied a work, in which he fet up the power of the popes

over that of kings ; father Cotton, then provincial of Paris, was
called to the parliament the 13th of March 1626, to give an ac-

count of the opinions of his brethren. He was afked whether
he thought that the pope can excommunicate and difpoflefs a king

of France ? " Ah !" returned he, " the king is eldcib fon of the

church ; and he v^'ill never do any thing to oblige the pope to

proceed to that extremity."—" But," faid the firft preiident, " are

you not of the fame opinion with your pere general, who at-

tributes that po'.ver to the pope?"—"Our pere general follows

the opinions of Rome where he is ; and we, thofe of France where

9 we
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we are." The many difagreeable things experienced by the

pere Cotton on this occafion, gave him (o much uneafmefs that

he fell fick, and died a few days afterwards, the 19th of Mavcli

1626, at the age of 63. He vcas then preaching the Lent-dif-

courfes at Paris in the church of St. Paul. This jefuit wrote-

feveral books on controverfial fubje6ts, fermons, and a letter

declaratory of the doctrine of the jefuitSj conformable to the

dod:rine of the council of 'Irent : this gave occafion to. the
•* Anti Cottonj ' 161G, 8vo. and is found at the end of the

hiftory of D. Inigo, 2 vols. i2mo. This l^itire, which betrays

more malignity than wit, is attributed to Peter du Coignet.

Pere d'Orleans and pere Rouvier wrote his life, in i2mo.
COTTON (Sir Robert Bruce), an eminent englilh anti-'

quary, " whofe name," fays Dr. johnfon, " muft always be

mentioned witli honour, and whofe memory cannot fail of ex-

citing the warmed fentiments of gratitude, whilil the fmaliell

regard for learning fubfifts among us," was fon of Thomas
Cotton, efq. defcended from a very antient family, and born

at Denton in Huntingdonfhire, Jan. 22, 1570; admitted of

Trinity college, Cambridge, where he took the degree of B. A.

1585 ; and went to London, where he foon made himfeif

known, and was admitted into afociety of antiquaries, who met
at ftated feafons for their own amufemcnt. Here he indulged his

natural humour in the profecution of that fludy, for which he
afterwards became fo famous; and in his i8th year began to

coIle£l antient records, charters, and other MSS. In 1600 he
accompanied Mr. Camden to Carlifle, who acknowledges him-
feif not a little obliged to him for the fervices he did him in

carrying on and perteifling his " Britannia ;" and the fame year

wrote " A brief abftrafl of the queftion of precedency between
England and Spain." This was occafioned by queen Elizabeth's

defiring the thoughts of the fociety of antiquaries upon that

point, and is ftill extant in the Cotton library. Upon the ac-

cefTion of James I. he was created a knight ; and during this

reign was very much courted, admired, and efteemed by the

great men of the nation, and confulted as an oracle by the

privy counfellors and minifters of ftate, upon very difficult

points relating to the conftitution. In 1608 he was appointed

one of the commiflioners to enquire into the ftate of the navy,

which had lain neglected ever fmce the death of queen Eliza-

beth ; and drew up a memorial of their proceedings, to be

prefented to the king, which memorial is itill in the Cotton

library. In 1609 he wrote " A difcourfe of the lawfulnefs of

combats to be performed in tlie prefence of the king, or the

conftable and marlhal of England," which was priiited in 165.1

and in 1672. Pie drew up alfo, the fame year, " An anfvi'er ta

iuch motives as were olFcred by certain military men to prince

Henry,
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Henry, to Incite him to affecft arms more than peace [ ct.]."

This was compofed by order of hat prince, and the original MS.
remains in the Cotton Ubrai-y. New pvojedts being contrived

to repair the royal revenue, wh, h had been prodigally fquan-

dered, none pleafed the king fo aiuch as the creating a new
order of knights, called baronets j ind fir Robert Cotton, who
had done great fervices in that affair, was in 16 u chofen to be

one, being the 36th baronet that was created. His principal

refidence was then at Great C onningion, In Huntingdonfhire ;

which he foon exchanged for Hatley bt. George, in the county
of Cambridge.
He was afterwards employed by king James to vindicate the

behaviour and atlions of Mary queen of bcots, from the fup-

pofed mifreprefentations of Buchanan and Thuanus ; and what
he wrote upon this fubjedl is thought to be interwoven in Cam-
den's " Annals of queen Elizabeth," or elfe printed at the end
of Camden's " Epiflles." In 16 J 6 the king ordered him to

examine, whether the papifts, whofe numbers then made the

nation uneafy, ought by the laws of the land to be put to

death, or to be imprifoned ? This tafk he performed with great

learning, and produced upon that occafion 24 arguments, which
were publiflied afterwards in 1672, among *' Cottoni Poflhu-

ma." It was probably then that he compofed a piece, ilill pre-

ferved in MS. in the royal library, intituled, " Coiifiderations

for the repreflinge of the encreafe of preefts, jefuits, and recu-

fants, without drawinge of blood." He was alfo employed by the

houfe of commons, when the match between prince Charles

and the infanta of Spain was in agitation, to fliew, by a fliort

examination of the treaties between England and the houfe of

Aurtria, the unfaithfulnefs and infincerity of the latter; and to

prove that in all their tranfacllons they aimed at nothing but
univerfal monarchy. This piece is printed among " Cottoni

Pofthuma," under the title of '' A remonftrance of the treaties

of amity," Sec He wrote likewife a vindication of our eccle-

fiaftical conftitution againll the innovations attempted to be
brought in by the puritans, intituled, " An anfwer to certain

arguments raifed from fuppofed antiquity, and urged by fome
members of the lower houfe of parliament, to prove that eccle-

fiaftical laws ought to be enacLcd by temporal men." In. 1621
he compiled " A relation to prove, that the kings of England
have been pleafed to confult with their peeres, in the great coun-
cel and commons of parliament, of marriadge, peace, and war ;'*

[qJ To an 8vo edition of this tradl was JEkuhfiui hie iibtorum ; ser-jgo, vetuf-

prefixeJ the author's head, engraved by tas,

T. Crols, and infcribed Per (juern nulln. poteft BiitMnum confu-
Rogi.RTUj CeTTo>-us Bruceuj, mere chaius.

printed
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printed firft in 165 1, then in 1672 among *' Cotton! PoftKu-

ma," and then in 1679 under the title of " The antiquity and

dignity of parliaments." Being a member of the firil parlia-

ment of Charles I. he joined in complaining of the grievances,

which the nation was faid in 1628 to groan under •, but was
always for mild remedies, zealous for the honour and fafety

of the king, and had no views but the nation's advantage.

In 1629 ^^""^ remarkable tranfatlion happened, which gave

rife to the following very curious particulars :

Letter from Dr. Samuel Harfnet, archbifhop of York, to fir

Henry Vane, ambaflador at the Hague, dated London, Nov.

6, 1629.

*' On Saturday in the evening there were fent Llr. Vice-

chamberlain and others to feal up fir Robert Cotton's library,

and to bring himfelf before the lords of his majelty's councd.

There were found in his cuftody a pellilent tra£l:ate, which

he had foftered as his child, and had fent it abroad into divers

hands -, containing a project how a prince may make himfelf

an abfoiute tyrant. This pernicious advice he had communi-
cated by copies to divers lords, who, upon his confeihon, arc

qucflioned and retrained j my lord of Scmerfet fent it to the bi-

fhop of London •, the lord Clare to the biftiop of Winchefter ',

and the lord Bedford I know not well to whom. Cotton him-
felf is in cuftody [r]. God fend him well out ! I am, &c.'j

The Sam.e, to the Same, dated Nov. 9.

** Yefterday his majefty was pleafed to fit in council with all

the board, and commanded that devilifli proje£l found upon fir

[r] This account (as was afterwards rendering any reafon for the fame, had

•blerved by a coriefpondent in Gent. Mag. been the caufe of his mortal malady;

1767, p. 588) feems in fome lefpefts upon which meffage, the lord privy feal

doubtful, in others defedlive ; for among came to fir Robert, when it was too late,

Ibme records in the paper office is a war- to comfort him fr.^m the king; from wiiom

rant for tlie commitment of fir Robert the earl of Dorfet likewlfe came, within

Cotton, fo early as the year 161;, being half an hour after lir Robert's death, t»

fufptdcd of a correlpondence with the condole with fir Thomas Cotton, his fon»

fpaaifii ambaffador, prejudicial to the af- for his death, and to tell him from his

fairs of government. From ihii contine- maj-Ry, that as he loved his father, fo

meiit. it is however probable, he was foon he would continue to love him. That

releafed, and that he had hi> lilrary, which fir Robert had entailed, as far as law

was at that time iliut up, reftored to him could do it, his library cf books upoa

not long after hisenlargtment; but I have his for, who makes no doubt of obtaining

reafon to believe, that after his laft con- the fame ; but for all thefe court holy-

finement in 16:9, he never had his li- waters, fays (he writer, I, for my part,

braiy rellorcd ; for I have feen a letter for a while fufpend my belief."

which mentions his death in 1631, in From this it appears, that the govern-

wrhich it is faid, "That before he died, ment was in poflefiion of fir Robert's li-

he reqiielled fir Irlenry Spelman to iignify brary at the time ot his death, and that it

to the lord pi ivy feal, and the reft of the was even doubtful whether it would ever

lores of the council, that their fo long de- be reftored to his pofteiity.

t^iiiiag of his books tit^m him, without

Robert
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Robert Cotton to be read over unto us. For my own part, t

never heard a more pernicious diabolical device, to breed fuf-

picious, feditious humours amongft the people. His majefty

was pleafed to declare his royal pleafure touching the lords and
others reftrained for communicating that projeft ; wiiich was,

to proceed in a fair, moderate, mild, legal courfe with them,

by a bill of information preferred into the ftar-chamber, where-
unto they might make their anfwer by the help of the moft
learned counfel they could procure. And though his majefty

had it in his power moft juftly and truely to rellrain them till

the caufe was adjudged, yet, out of his princely clemency, he
commanded the board to call them, and to fignify unto them
to attend their caufe in the ftar-chamber. They were perfon-

ally called in before the lords \^the king being gone) and ac-

quainted by the keeper with his majefty's gracious favour. Two
never fpoke a word expreffing thankfulnefs for his majefty's

fo princely goodnefs ; two expreffed much thankfulnefs, which
were my lord of Bedford and fir Robert Cotton. St. John and
James are ftill in prifon ; and farther than unto thefe the paper
reacheth not in direft travel, fave toSelden, who is alfo contained

in the bill of information. I fear the nature of that contagion

did fpread farther ; but as yet no more appeareth. I am of

opinion it will fall heavy on the parties deUnquent.

I am, Sir, &c."

Sir Symonds D'Ewes's account of this affair, in his manu-
fcript life, written by himfelf, and ftill preferved among the

Harleian MSS. will give further light to this very interefting

faa.
" Amongft other books," fays he, " which Mr. Richard

James lent out, one Mr. St. John, of Lincoln's-inn, a young
ftudious gentleman, borrowed of him, for money, a dangerous
pamphlet that was in a written hand, by which a courfe was
laid down, how the kings of Lngland might opprefs the liberties

of their fubje£ts, and for ever etillave them and their pofteri-

ties. Mr. St. John ihewed the book to the earl of Bedford, or

a copy of it ; and fo it paffed from hand to hand, in the year

1629, till at laft it was lent to fir Robert Cotton himfelf, who
fet a young fellow he then kept in his houfe to tranfcribe it j

which plainly proves, that fir Robert knew not himfelf that the

written tra6l itfelf had originally come out of his own library.

This untrufty fellov/, imitating, it feems, the faid James, took
one copy fecretly for himfelf, when he wrote another for fir Ro-
bert

i
and out of his own tranfcript fold away feveral copies, till

at laft one of them came into Wentworth's hands, of the North,
now lord deputy of Ireland. He acquainted the lords and
others of the privy-council with it. They fent for the faid

Vol. IV* XJ young
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yonng fellow, nnd ex.imining him where he had the written

book, he confeiTed fir Robert Cotton deUvered it to liim. Where-
upon in the beginning of November, in the fame year 1629,

fir Robert was examined, and fo were divers others, one after

the other as it had been dehvered from hand to hand, till at

lall Mr, St. John himfelf was apprehended, and, being con-

ceived to be the author of the book, was committed clofe pri-

foner to the Tower. Being in danger to have been queftioned

for his life about it, upon examination upon oath, he made
a clear, full, and pun£lual declaration that he had received the

fame manufcript pamphlet of that wretched mercenary fellow

James [sj, who by this means proved the wretched inllrument

of {hortening the life of fir Robert Cotton ; for he was prefently

thereupon fued in the ftar-chamber, his library locked up from

his ufe, and two or more of the guards fet to watch his houfe

continually. When I went feveral tirnes to vifit and comfort

him in the year 1630, he would tell me, " they had broken his

heart, that had locked up his library from him." I eafily guefled

the reafon, becaufe his honour and elleem were much impaired

by this fatal accident ; and his houfe, that was formerly fre-

quented by great and honourable perfonages, as by learned men
of all forts, remained now upon the matter defolate and empty.

I underftood from himfelf and others, that Dr. Neile and

Dr. Laud, two prelates that had been ftigmatized in the firlt

felFion of parliament in 1628, were his fore enemies. He was
lb outworn, within a few mouths, with anguilh and grief, as

his face, which had been formerly ruddy and well-coloured

(fuch as the picture I have of him Ihews), was wholly changed

into a grim blacklfli palenefs, near to the refemblance and

hue of a dead vlfage.— I, at one time, advifed him to look into

himfelf, and ferioully confider, why God had fent this chaftife-

ment upon him ; which, it is poflible, he did ; for I heard from
Mr. Richard Holdefworth, a great and learned divine, that was
with him in his laft ficknefs, a little before he died, that he was
exceedingly penitent, and was much confirmed in the faithful

expe£lation of a better life."

It may be neceflary, in order to elucidate this matter Hill

[i] This was Richard James, fellow at firft he had only permitted him the ufe

of Corpus Chrirti college, in Oxford, born of his books : at laft, fome two or three

at Newport in the ifte of Wight, and au- years before his death, he bellowed the

thor of feveral fermons, both in latin and cuftody of his whole library on him. And
cnglifti. He died at the houfe of fir The- he being a needy fhaiking companion, and

mas CottOQ, bart. in the beginning of Dec. very expenfive, like old fir Ralph Starkie

1636, Sir Syraonds D'Ewes gives a very when he lived, let out, or lent out, fir Ro-

fevere charafter of him; an aiheiftical bert Cotton's moft precious manufcripts

profane fcholar, but otherwife witty and for money, to any that would be his cuf-

jnoderately learned ; and he adds, that he tomers; which," fays fir Symonds, "I
had To ferewed himfelf into the gojJ opi- once made known to fir Robert Cetton,

jiion of fir Robert Cotton, " th.it whereat bstore the faid Jamej'^ face."

7 farther,
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favdier, to take notice, that one pf the articles in t}\e attorney-

general's information againft llr Robert Cotton was, " that th?

dlfcourle ov projett was framed and contrived within five or fix

months paft here in EngLxnd -," but fir David FouUs teftified

upon oath, being thereunto required, that it was contrived ait

Florence, 17 years before, by Sir Robert Dudley ; iipon which
nioft of the parties were releafed, and fir Robert Cotton had
his library rellored to him foon after [t].

But, without intending to derogate from the juft merits of
this learned and knowing man as an author, it may reafonably

be queliioned, whether he has not done more fervice to learn-

ing, by fecuring, as he did, his valuable library [u] for the ufe
<?f pollerity, than by all his wxitings. It is for this library that

he

[t] The other works of fir Robert

Cotton, nor already mentioned, are, J.

A relation of the proceedings againll am-
baffadors, who have mifcarricd themfelves,

and exceeded their commiflion. 2. That
the fovereign's perfon is required in the

great councils or affemblies of the Itates,

as well at the conftiltations as at the con-

clufions. 3. The argument made by the

Command of the houfe of commons, out

of the afts of parliament and authority of

law expounding the fame, at a conference

with the lords, concerning the liberty of

the perfoa of every freeman. 4. A brief

difcourfe goncerning the power of the

peers and commons of parliament in

point of judicature. Thefe four are print-

ed in " Cotton; Pofthuma." 5. A fiiort

view of the long life and reign of Henry
111. king of England," written in 16 14,

;ind prefentcd to king James I. printed in

3627, 4to. and reprinted in " Cottoni

Pofthuma." 6. Money raifed by the

kin? witl-.out parliament, from the cun-

queft until this day, either by impofition

or free gift, taken oat of records or antient

Tegifters,"' printed in the " Royal trea-

fury of England, or general hiftory of

taxes, by captain J- Stevens, 8vo." 7. A
narrative of count Gondomar's tranfac-

Uons during hisembaffyin England, Lon-

don, 1659, 4to. 8. Of antiijuity, etymo-

logy, and privileges of catties ; 9. of

towns ; ro. of the meafures of land ;

1 1, of the antiquity of coats of arms j all

printed in Hearne's difeourfes, p. 16&.

174. 178. 1S2. He wrote books upon

feveral other fubjedls, that remain ftiU in

Ms. namely, Of fcutage ; of enclolures,

and converting arable land into pal^ure ;

of the antiquity, authority, and office of

me hi?h fteward and maxftial of Eng-
U 2

land; of curious colleiflions ; of military

aftairs ; of trade ; coliedUons out of the
roils of parliament, ditFereiu from thofe

that were printed, but falfely, under his.

name, in 1657. by William Prynne, efq..

He likewife made colleftions for the hif-

tory and antiquities of Huntingdonlhire ;

and had formed a defign of writing anj

account of the ftate of chriftiaijity in

thefe irtands, from the firll reception of
it here to the reform.ation. The firft

part of this deiign was executed by abp.
Udier, in his book " De britannicarum
eccleiiarum primordiis," compofed pro-
bably at the requell of fir Robert Cotton,

who left eight volumes of colleftions for

the continuation of that work. Two of
fir Robert's fpeeches are printed in the

Parliamentary Hiftory;

[u] The charatfler offir Robert Cotton,

from the excellent pretace to the harleian

catalogue, is loo important to be omitted :

" Bodiey's great contemporary, fir Ro-
bert Cotton, had been eqjallv diligent in

colleaing antient MSS. The'iludy of an-
tiquities, particularly thofe of this king-
dom, had engaged his attention, though
he always fiiewed a high regard for every
art of philological learning, in all which
he was extremely converfant. He had
oblerved with regret, that the hifto-

ry, laws, and conftitution of Britain

were in general very infufficiently un-
derftood ; and being fully convinced
that the prefervation of fuch monuments
of antiquity, and other documents, as

were conducive to render tiie knowledge
of them, and their JeduiTtions from their

primary ftate, more accurate and univer-

fal, would neceiVarily redound to the ad-

vantage of the public, he had, in an ex-

penfive and indefatigable labour of up-

waris
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he is now mofl famous -, and therefore it may not Be improper
to be a little particular in the account of it. It confifts wholly

of MSS. many of which being in loofe fkins, fmall tradls, or

very thin volumes, when they were purchafed, fir Robert caufed

feveral of them to be bound up in one cover. They relate

chiefly to the hiftory and antiquities of Great-Britain and Ire-

land, though the ingenious colle£lor refufed nothing that was
curious or valuable in any point of learning. He lived indeed

at a time when he had great opportunities of making fuch a

fine colledion : when thei'e were many valuable books yet re-

maining in private hands, which had been taken from the

monafteries at their diffolution, and from our univerfities and
colleges, at their vifitations ; when feveral learned antiquaries,

fuch as Joceline, Noel, Allen, Lambarde, Bowyer, Elfinge,

Camden, and others, died, who had made it their chief bufinefs

to fcrape up the fcattered remains of our monaftical libraries :

and, either by legacy or purchafe, he became poflefTed of all he
thought valuable in their lludies. This library was placed in

his own lioufe at Weftminfter, near the houfe of commons

;

and very much augmented by his fon fir Thomas Cotton, and
his grandfon fir John (vv'ho died in 1702, aged 71). In I70»
an a6l of parliament was made for the better feeuring and pre-

ferving that library, in the name and family of the Cottons, for

the benefit of the public; that it might not be fold, or other-

wife difpofed of and embezzled. Sir John, great grandfon of

Sir Robert, hivving fold Cotton-houfe to queen Anne, about

1706, to be a repofitory for the royal as well as the cottonian

library, an a(St was made for the better feeuring of her majefky's

purchafe of that houfe ; and both houfe and library were fet-

tled and vefled in truflees. The books were then removed
into a more convenient room, the former being very damp ; and

Cotton-houfe was fet apart for the ufe of the king's library-

keeper, who had there the royal and cottonian libraries under

his care. In 1712 the cottonian library v»^as removed to Eflex-

houfe in Effex-ftreet ; and in 1730 to a houfe in Little Dean's-

yard, AVeftminller, purchafed by the crown of the lord Afii-

burnham j where a fire happening 0£l. 23, 1731, 11 1 books

wards of 40 years, accumulated thofe fcripts. Many of thefe were fecurcd by

numerous and ioeftimable treafures which the aobiliiy and gentry; but no incon-

€ompofe the Cottoni:ir. library, and now fiderabie number falling into the hands of

remain an indifputable tetVimony of Ins pcafants, mechanics, and other perfons

benevolent difpofition towards his native ignorant of their importance, and totallj

country. Bur, happily, thefe patrons of inattentive to their prefervation, were

literature lived in an age peculiarly fa- eafily to be purchafed. From this fourct

vourable to the complerion of their re- fir Robeit Cotton had fupplied his li-

fpcftive p'.irpofes, and more efpecially to brary with a multitude of rare MSS. and"

thofe of the latter. The late general to them Mr. Camden, Mr. Lambert, Dr.

diflblution of religious hnufes had dif- Dee, and lir Chriftopher Hatton, hal

jerfed an infinite number of curioi;* manu- kindly contributed their ftores."

were
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vrrrc loft, burnt, or entirely defaced, and 99 rendered imper-

fea. It was thereupon removed to the Old Donnitory be-

longhig to Weftminiter-fchool, and finally, in 1753, to the

BridHi Mufeum, where they ilill remain.

It is almoft incredible how much we are indebted to this li-

brary for what we know of our own country : witnefs the

works of fir H. Spelman, fir W. Dugdale, the Decern Scnptores,

dean Gale, Burnet's hiftory of the reformation, Strype s works,

Rymer's Fcedera, feveral pieces publifiied by Hearne, and

every book almoft that hath appeared fince, relating to the hil-

torv and antiquities of Great-Britain and Ireland. Nor was

fir Robert Cotton lefs communicative of his library and other

colleaions in his life-time. Speed's hlftory of England is faid

to owe moft of its value and ornaments to it 5
and Camden ac-

knowledges, that he received the coins in the Britannia from

this colleaion. To Knolles, author of the « lurk.fii Hiftory,

he communicated authentic letters of the mafters of the knights

of Rhodes, and the difpatches of Edward Barton, ambaflador

from queen Elizabeth to the Porte ; to fir Walter Raleigh,

books and materials for the fecond volume of his hittory, never

publifhed •, and the fame to fir F. Bacon, lord Verulam, for his

hiftory of Henry VII. The famous Mr. Selden was highly in-

debted to the books and inftruaions of fir Robert Cotton, as

he thankfully acknowledges in more places than one. In a

word, this great and worthy man was the generous patron of

all lovers of antiquities, and his houfe and Ubrary were always

open to ingenious and inquifitive perfons.

Such a man, we may imagine, muft have had many friends

;ind acquaintance : and indeed he was not only acquainted with

all the virtuofi and learned in his own country, but with many

alfo of high reputation abroad ; as Janus Gruterus, Francis

Sweertius, Andrew Duchefne, John Bourdelot, Peter Puteanus,

IvJicholas Fabricius Peirelkiu-^, &c.
. n i>/r ^ ^

He died of a fever, at his houfe in Weftminfter, May 6, 163 1,

aged 60 years 3 months and 15 days. Pie married Elizabeth,

one of the daughters and coheirs of William Brocas, of Thed-

ingworth in the countv of Leiccller, efq. by whom he left one

only fon, fir Thomas the fecond baronet, who died 1662, and

was fuccecded by Sir John the third, and he, 1702, by his fon

John, who died in the life-time of his father, 168!, leaving two

fons, of whom the elder, John, fucceeded his grandfather, and

died without iflue 1731. The title and part of the eftate

went to his uncle Robert, by whofe death, at the age of 80,

July 12, 1749, the title became extina. He had one fon,

John, who died before his father; and one grandfon, John, who

^ied of the fmall-por, on his return from his ^^'^^'^^s, in 1739.
p"

2
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COTTON (Charles), efq ; a gentleman of a very good

family in StafFordfliiie, who lived in the reigns of Charles and

James II. He had fomething of a genius for poetry, and was
particularly famous for burlefque verfe. He tratiflatcd one of

Corneille's tragedies, called " Horace," printed in 1671. He
publifhed a volume of poems on feveral occafions : " The won-
ders of the Peak in Derbyfhire •," " Scarronides, or Virgil tra-

veftie ;" " Lucian burlefqued, or the Scoffer fcoffed :" a new
edition of which was printed in 1751. But the chief of all

his produ£lions, and for which perhaps he deferves the beft

of his countrymen, is his tranflation of " Montaigne's ElTays."

This was dedicated to George Saville, marquis of Halifax j and
Cotton foon after received a very polite letter from that lord,

which gives an high idea of the tranllator and his performance.
*' I have too long, fays his lordfhip, delayed my thanks to you
for giving me fuch an obliging evidence of your remembrance :

that alone would have been a welcome prefent ; but, when join-

ed with the book in the world I am the beft entertained with,

it raifeth a ftrong defire in me to be better known, where I am
fure to be fo much pleafed. I have till now thought wit could

not be tranflated, and do flill retain fo much of that opinion,

that I believe it impofhble, except by one whofe genius cometh
up to that of the author. You have fo kept the original

ftrength of his thought, that it almoft tempts a man to believe

the tranfmigration of fouls ; and that he being ufed to hills

is come into the moorlands to reward us here in England, for

doing him more right than his country will afford him. He
hath by your means mended his firft edition : to tranfplant and

make him ours, is not only a valuable acquifition to us, but a

uft cenfure of the critical impertinence of thofe french fcrib-

lers, who have taken pains to make little cavils and exceptions

to lefTen the reputation of this great man, whom nature hath

made too big to confine himfelf to the cxa^lnefs of a fludied

ftyle. He let his mind have its full flight, and fheweth, by a

generous kind of negligence, that he did not write for praife,

but to give to the M'orld a true picture of himfelf and of man-
kind. He fcorned affeffed periods, or to pleafe the miflaken

reader with an empty chime of words. He hath no affecta-

tion to fet himfelf out, and dependeth wholly upon the natural

force of what is his own, and the excellent application of what

he borroweth.
" You fee, fir, that I have kindnefs enough for monfieur de

jVlontaigne to be your rival, but no body can now pretend to be

in equal competition with you. I do willingly yield, which is

T)o fmall matter for a man to do to a more proiperous lover y

and if you will repay this piece of juflice with another, pray

believe.

i'
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believe, that he, who Can tranflate fuch an author without do-
ing him wrong, mult not only make me glad, but proud of be-

ing his very humble fervant, Halifax."
Thus far the teilimony of lord Halifax in favour of our au-

thor's tranflation ; which certainly cannot be without great

merit, when fo accomplifhed a judge has praifed it fo highly.

Cotton died fome time about tlie Revolution ; but in what year

we cannot be certain,

COVEL (Dr. John), a very learned Englllh divine, was
born at Horninglhearth in Suffolk, in 1638; and educated in

clafllcal learning in the fchool of St. iidmund's Bury. March
31, 1654, he was admitted of Chrift's college in Cambridge

5

of which, after taking his degrees in arts, he was elected fellow.

Some time after he went into orders, and in 1670 went as

chaplain to fir Daniel Harvey, amballador from Charles 11. to

the Porte ; where he ferved, in that quality, both him and his

fucceffbr fir John Finch, for the fpace of feven years. Upon
his return to England in 1670, he was created L). D. and the

fame year chofen lady Margaret's preacher in the univerfity of

Cambridge. March 5, 1 680, he had inltitution to the finccure

reclory of Littlebury in Eflex, to which he was prefented by
Gunning bifnop of Ely; and in 1687 '^^^ inftalled into the

chancellorfliip of York, conferred upon him by the king, dur-
. ing the vacancy of that fee. July 7, 1688, he was eleded maf-
ter of Chrill's college in Cambridge, in which ftation he con-
tinued to the day of his death. He was alfo redor of Keg-
worth in the county of Leicefler. At length, after having led •

a kind of itinerant life, as he himfelf informs us, at York, in

Holland, and elfevvhere, he arrived at his long journey's end,
1722, in his 85th year ; and was buried in the chapel of Chrlfl's

college, where there is an epitaph to his memory. He gave a

benefa£lion of 3I. a year to the poor of the pariih of Littlebury

above mentioned. " We are informed, that he was a perfon

noted for polite and curious learning, fingular humanity, and
knowledge of the world."

Dr. Covel having, during his refidence of feven years at

Conllantinople, had an opportunity of informing himfelf well

of the antient and prefent ftate of the greek church, and hav-
ing coUefled feveral obfervations and notices relating thereto,

digefted them afterwards into a curious and ufeful bock, which
was publifncd not long before his deceafe. The chief occa-
fion of this \york, as he tells us in the preface to it, was the great

controverfy, which for feveral years was warmly agitated in the
lall century by two of the moll eminent divines of France ; Ar-
nauKl, doctor of the Sorbonne, on the fide of the papills ; and
Claude minifter of Charenton, in behalf of tlie proteftants.

'i he former, not content to fay that the church iu ail ages be-

U 4 lievcci
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lieved tranfubftantlation, did alfo pofitively afRrm, that all the

eaftern churches do at this very day believe it, in the fame
fenfe as it v^as defined by the council of Trent. Claude, in

anfwer to him, brought moft authentic proofs of the contrary :

upon vi^hich Arnauld fet all the mifTionaries of the Eaft at work
to procure teftimonies for him. Thefe by bribes and other in-

direct means they obtained in fuch numbers, that there was
foon after a large quarto in french printed at Paris, full of the

names of patriarchs, biftiops, and do<Slors of thofe churches,

who all approved the roman do6lrine. But Claude, having

had moft certain information, by means of a french gentleman

at Colchis, that fome of thofe teftimonies were mere fi£lions

and others quite different from what they were reprefented,

fent fome queries into the Eaft, and defired the englifh clergy-

men refiding there, to enquire of the greeks, and other eaftern

chriftians of the beft note, who had no connections with the

romanifts, " Whether tranfubftantlation, or the real and natu-

ral change of the whole fubftance of the bread into the fame nu-

merical fubftance as the body of Chrift which is in heaven, be

an article of faith amongft them, and the contrary be accounted

heretical and impious ?" This fet Dr. Covel therefore upon
examining thoroughly into that point ; and in this work we
have the refult of his enquiry. The author having made ufe

of feveral curious, and, before unknown, MSS. took care, for

the reader's fatisfadlion, to depofit them in the late earl of

Oxford's library at Wimple near Cambridge.
COVERDALE (Miles), was born in Yorkftiire, and bred at

Cambridge. He became an Auftin friar, but afterward turned

proteftant at the reformation, and was made bifhop of Exeter

by Edward VI. He affifted William Tindal in the engliHi ver-

fion of the bible publiflied in 1537, and afterwards revifed and

corrected the edition of it in a larger volume, with notes, in

1540. Upon the change of religion in queen Mary's reign,

bifhop Coverdale was ejeded from his fee of Exeter, and thrown

into prifon j out of which he was releafed at the earneft requeft

of the king of Denmark •, and, as a very great favour, per-

mitted to go into banifhment. Soon after queen Elizabeth's

acceffion to the throne, he returned from his exile, but refufed

to be reftored to his bifliopric, on account of his attachment to

the principles of the puritans. He had affifted at the confecra-

tion of queen Elizabeth's firft archbiftiop of Canterbury ; but

becaufe he could not comply with the ceremonies and habits,

he was negltO.ed, and for a time had no preferment of any

kind. However, when he was become both old and poor,

Grindal, biftiop of London, gave him the fmall living of St.

Magnus at the bridge foot. Here he preached quietly for about

two years ; but not coming up to the terms of conformity then

required.



C O U R A Y E R. 497

required, he was obliged to relinquifli his parifli a little before

his death. He was very much admired by the puritans, who
flocked to him in great numbers, while he officiated at St. Mag-
nus, which he did without the habits. When he was deprived

of his living, his followers were obliged to fend to his houfe on
Saturdays, to know where they might hear him the next day.

At this the government took umbrage ; fo that the good old

man was under the necefTity of telling his friends that he durft

not inform them any more of his preaching, for fear of offend-

ing his fuperiors. He died on the 20th of May 1567, being 8r
years of age.

COULON (Louis), prieft, quitted the fociety of jefuits in

1640. He made it his principal employment to write on hiftory

and geography. By him are, i. An hiitorical treatife of all the

rivers of France, 2 vol. 8vo. 1644. 2. The travels of the fa-

mous Vincent le Blanc to the Ealt and Weft Indies, in Perfia,

in Afia, in Africa, in ^gypt, from the year 1567 : digefted by
Bergeron, and augmented by Coulon, 1648, 2 vols, in 4to.

a curious and ufeful work. 3. Lexicon homericum ; Paris,

164.3, ^^°' 4" Several hiftorical performances, not in fuch
efteem as his geographical produdions. Coulon died in the year

1664.

COUPLET (Philip), a jefuit, born at Maliries, went to

China in quality of miffionary in 1659, and returned in 1680.
Being embarked in the intention of making a fecond voyage, he
died on his paflage in 1693. He compofed fome works in the

chinefe language, and many in latin ; of which are : i. Confu-
cius Sinarum philofophus ; five Scientia Sinica latine expofita,

Paris 1687, folio. This curious and uncommon work is a com-
pendium of the theology and the antient hiftory of the Chinefe.

He extols the morality of that people as excellent, and carries

up their annals to a very remote period. 2. Hiftoria Candida
Hiu, chriftian:e Sinenfis, tranflated into french at Paris ;688.

3. The catalogue (in latin, Paris, 1688) of the jefuits that have
gone as miflionaries to China.

COURAYER (Peter Francis), a roman catholic clergy-

man, diltinguiftied by great moderation, charity, and temper
concerning religious affairs, as well as by learning, was born
at Vernon in Normandy, 1681. While canon regular and
librarian of the abbey of St. Genevieve at Paris, he applied to
our abp. Wake for the refolution of fome doubts concerning
the cpifcopal fucceffion in England, and the validity of our
ordinations : he was encouraged to this by tlie friendly cor-
refpondence which had paflcd between the archbifhop and M. du
Pin of the Sorbonne. The archbifhop fent him exaO copies of
the proper records •, and on thefe he built his " Defence of Eng-
lifh ordinations," which was publifhed in Holland, 1727.
This expofing him to a profecution in his own country, he

took
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took i-efuge in E-Hgkrid; where he was well received, and
pxefented the fame year by the univerfity of Oxford with a

docTlor's degree. As it is fomewhat uncommon for a roman
catholic clergyrnan to be admitted to degrees in divinity by pro-

teflant univerfities, the curious may be gratified with a fight

of the diploma, and the doftor's letter of thanks, in *' The
prefent ftate of the republic of letters, for June 1728."

In 1736 he tranllated into french, and publifhed, *' Father

Paul's hiftory of the council of Trent," in 2 vols folio, and
dedicated it to queen Caroline; who augmented to 20©]. a

penfion of lool. a-year, which he had obtained before from the

court. The learned Jer. Markland, in a letter to his friend

Bow^^er, Sept. 1746, fays, " Mr. Clarke has given me F. Cou-
rayer's Tranllation of the Hiftory of the Council of Trent

;

with whofe preface I am fo greatly pieafed, that, if he be no
more a papift in other tenets, than he is in thofe he mentions
(which are many, and of the moil dillinguiflied clafs), I dare

fay there are very few confiderate proteftants who are not as

good catholics as he is." His works are many, and all in

french : he tranflated Slcidan's hiftory of the Reformation,

He died in 1776, after two days ilinefs, at the age of 95 j and
was buried in the cloifter of Weftminfter-abbey. In his will,

dated Feb. 3^ 1774) he declares, that he " dies a member of

the catholic church, but v,'ithout approving of many of the

opinions and fuperftitions, which have been introduced into

the romifn church, and taught in their fchools and feminaries ;

and which they have infifted on as articles of faith, though to

him they appear to be not only not founded in truth, but alfo

to be highly improbable." And his pra£lice was conformable

to this declaration •, for at London he conftantly went to mafs,

and at Ealing in the country, whither he often retired, as con-

ftantly attended the fervice of the parifli church ; declaring at

all times, tliat he had great fatisfaftion in the prayers of the

church of England."

COURTFN (AVilliam), fon of a taylor at Menin, was one

of many who experienced the oppreiTiou of Olivarez duke of

Alva, who, being appointed by Philip II. governor of the feven-

teen provinces, endeavoured, with execrable policy, to eftablilh

over all the Netherlands an irreligious and horrible court of

judicature, on the model of the Spanifti inquKition. By con-

fequcnce, in 1567, great numbers of induftrious, thriving and

worthy people were imprifoned by the rigorous orders of this

peity tyrant, and treated with great injuftice and cruelty.

Courten had the good fortune to etfecluate his efcape from

prifon 5 and in the year following, 15':^', arrived fafe in Lon-

don, with his wife Margaret Cafiere, a daughter named Mar-
garet, her huft:)and, fon of a mercantile broker at Antwerp of

the name of Boudcan, and as much property as they could

haftily.
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Kaflily colletfl under fuch dlfadvantages. Soon after tlnnr ar-

rival, they took a houfe in Abchurch-lane, where they lived all

together, following for fome time the bufmefs of making whaf
were commonly czlledJrench koods, much worn in thofc days

and long after, which they vended in wholefale to the {hop-

keepers who fold them in retail. Encouraged by great fuccefs

in this employment, they foon removed to a larger houfe in

Pudding-lane or Love-lane, in the parifh of St. Mary Hill,

where they entered on a partnerfhip trade, in filks, fine linens,

and fuch articles as they had dealt in before when in Flan-

ders. Michael Boudean, the daughter Margaret's hufband,

died firfl, leaving behind him, unfortunately for the family, a

fon, and only child, named Peter, after an uncle certainly not

much older than himfelf. The widow married John Money a

merchant in London, who inftantly became an inmate with
the family, which was moreover increafed by the parents them-
felves, with two fons, William, born in 1572, and Peter, born^

in 1 58 1. The young men, being inftru£led in reading, writing,

and arithmetic, were early initiated in bufmefs, and foon after

fent abroad as fa£tors for the family : William to Haerlem, Peter

to Cologne, and Peter Boudean the grandchild to Middleburg.

At what time William Courten and A^argaret Cafiere died is

at prefent uncertain ; moit probably their deaths happened
about the end of queen Elizabeth's, or in the beginning of king

James's reign; however, this feems undeniable, that they left their

defcendants not only in ealy, but even in affluent circumftances.

—At the following xra of this little hiilory it does not appear

with certainty, whether the old people were actually dead, or

had only declined all farther aclive, refponfibie concern in buli-

nefs : but mod certainly, in r6o6, William and Peter Courtens

entered into partnerliiip with John Money, their filler Mar-
garet's fecond hufband, to trade in filks and fine linen. Two
parts, or the moiety of the joint flock, belonged to William
Courten, and to each of the others, Peter Courten and John
IMoncy, a fourth fiiare. As for Peter Boudean, the fon of

Margaret Courten by her firll hufband, he feems to have been

employed to negotiate for the partnerfliip at Middleburg on fome
Itipulated or difcretionary falary j for it does not appear that

he had any certain or determinate fhare in the trade, which
was carried on profperoufly till 1631, with a return, it is faid,

one year with another, of 150,0001. During the courfe of this

copartnerfliip, there is nothing upon record uufavourable to

the charader of John Money. The chava^lcrs too of William
and Peter Courtens appear unexceptionable, fair and illuftrious.

They profpered, it feems, remarkably in all their utidertakings,

for twenty years and more ; in tlie courfe of which time they

were both ilienified with the honours oi knighthood.

The
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The elder brother, fir William Courten, befides his capital

concern in the original partnerfhip above mentioned, traded

very extenfively on his own bottom, to Guinea, Portugal, Spain,

and the Weil Indies. He married firft a dutch woman of the

name of Cromling, the daughter of Mr. Peter Cromling, an

opulent merchant in Haerlem, who, though both deaf and
dumb, was book-keeper to her father. By this marriage he

got, it is fald, 6o,0ool. of which he was enjoined to lay out

50,0001. in the purchafe of lands in England, to be fettled upon
his fon by this lady, of whom fhe was delivered in London, and
whofe name was Peter. This fon, who was all the offspring

from this marriage, king James I. made one of the firft rank of

his baronets. He was afterwards married to lord Stanhope's

daughter, but died without iflue, leaving the eftate in lands to

his father fir William, who fettled that eftate, and 3 cool, more
per annum, upon his only fon and heir, by a fecond wife, the

daughter of Mr. Mofes Tryon.— Sir Peter, the uncle to Peter

jult mentioned, and brother to fir William Courten, kept

the books of the family partnerfhip, and died unmarried

in 1630 at Middleburgh. It is affirmed that he was worth at

his death ioo,ocol. and that he left his nephew Peter Boudean,

the fon of his fifter by her firft huft)and, his fole heir and exe-

cutor, who feems at this time to have taken the name of Cour-
ten, which he annexed to his own. This crafty man took im-
mediate poflefi'ion, not only of his uncle fir Peter's property,

which could not have been afcertained without balancing the

accounts of the copartnerfhip, but feized likewife the (hipping

and goods that belonged unqueftionably to his other uncle fir

William, and Mr. Money, amounting, as it is ftated, to

loojoool. more; nor could he, to the very end of his life,

which lafted above thirty years longer, be brought, by argu-

ment or law, to fettle the accounts of the company.
Sir William Courten, after the death of his dutch lady, mar-

ried a fecond wife of the name of Tryon, by whom he had one

fon, named William, and three daughters. Sir William feems

to have been poflefled of a comprehenfive mind, an enterprifing

fpirit, abundance of wealth, and credit fufficient to enable him
to launch out into any promifing branch of trade and mer-

chandize whatfoever. It is ftated, with apparent fairnefs, that

he a6lually lent to king James 1. and his fon Charles I. at dif-

ferent times, of his own money, or from the company trade,

27,0001. and in another partnerftiip wherein he was likewife

concerned with fir Paul Pyndar, their joint claims on the crown
amounted, it feems, to 2oo,oool. Sir William employed, one

way or other, and with a conftancy for many years, between

four and five thoufand feamen ; he built above twenty fliips of

burthen j was a great infurer, and befides that, a very confider-

ablc
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able goldfmlth, or banker, for fo a banker was then called. It

appears likewife, that he was very deeply engaged in a herring*

fifhery, which was carried on at one time with great fpirit, and
at great expence ; but fliortly after, much to his coil, it came
to nothing, in confequence of the fupervening diflenfions, con-

fufion and mlfery that in a foon-fucceeding period extended

over all the britifli dominions. Previous to this, however, about

the year 1624, two of fir William Courten's fhips, in their return

from Fernambuc, happened to difcover an uninhabited ifland,

now of confiderable importance to Great Britain, to which fir

William firfl: gave tlie name of Barbadoes. On the 25th of

February 1627 he obtained the king's letters patent for the

colonization of this illand, fheltering himfelf, for whatever rea-

fons, under the earl of Pembroke. On the faith of this grant,

afterwards fuperfeded by the infiuence of James then earl of
Carlifle, though its validity was acknovvdedged by the firft, and
indeed by all the lawyers, fir William fent two {hips with
men, arms, ammunition, &c. which foon ftored the iiland with
inhabitants, Englifli, Indians, &c. to the number of one thou-
fand eight hundred and fifty •, when one captain Powel re-

ceived from fir William a commifllion to remain in the illand

as governor, in behalf of him and the earl of Pembroke. After
fir William had expended 44,0001. on this bufinefs, and been in

peaceable poffeflion of the ifland about three years, James
earl of Carlifle claiming '~'n grants faid to be prior, though
dated July 2, 1627, and April 7, 1628 •, affirming too that he
was lord of all the Cavibbee iflands lying between 10 and 20
degrees of latitude, under the name of Cai-liola, gave his com-
miffion to colonel Royden, Henry Hawley, and others, to a6l in

his behalf. The commiffioners of lord Cariille arrived at Bar-
badoes with two fliips in 1629, and having invited the gover-
nor captain Powel on board, they kept him prifoner, and pro-
ceeded to invade and plunder the iiland. They carried off

the fac^lors and fervants of fir William Courten and the earl of
Pembroke, and eflabliflied the earl of Carlifle's authority in Bar-
badoes ; which continued there under fcvcral governors, tilt

1646, when the government of it was veiled by leafe and con-
trail in lord Willoughby of Parham. — Sir William Courten,
it is faid, had likewlfe fuflalned a confiderable lofs feveral years
before this blow in the Well Indies, by the feizure of his mer-
chandize, after the cruel mafTacre of his factors at Amboyna in

the Eafl Indies. But after all the lolTes above mentioned, he
was flill pofTeiTed, in the year 1633, of lands in various parts of
this kingdom to the value of 6500!. per annum, befides perfonal
<ftates rated at i2i>,oool. and very extenfive cretiit. Such were
his circumftances when he opened a trade to China, and, as if

he had grown young again, embarked flill more deeply in

I mercantile
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mercantile expeditions to the Eafl Indies, where he eftabllflicd

iiindry new forts and factories. In the courfe of this nevs'

trade he lofh unfortunately two of his fhips richly laden, the

Dragon and the Katharine, which were never heard of more

:

and he himfelf did not long furvive this lofs, which involved

him in great debt ; for he died in the end of May or beginning
of June 1636, in the 64th year of his age, and was buried in

the church or churchyard of St. Andrew Hubbard, the ground
of both which was after the fire of 1666 difpofed of by the

city for public ufes, and partly laid into the Itreet, the pariQi

being annexed to St. Mary Hill. There is an abftra^l of fir

William Courten's will in the Britifh Mufeum.
COURTEN (William\ the laft in the male line of the fa-

mily that makes the fubjecl of the preceding article, was born
in the parilh of Fenchurch in London, March 28, 1642. He
had probably no knowledge or remembrance of his father, who,
the next year after his fon was born, in 1643 became infolvent

and quitted this kingdom, to which it does not appear that he
ever returned. When he died at Florence, in 1655, the fubjedl of

this article was about thirteen years of age ; and it is moft likely

that his mother did not furvive her hulhand above four or five

years: for as no mention is made of lady Katharine in 1660,

when Mr. Carew obtained letters of adminiftration to the eftates

of the Courten family, it is probable (lie was then dead. In a

petition to parliament, a rough draught of which is in the bri-

tifli mufeum, there is a like ground for the fame fuppofition,

no mention being made of his mother ; for it is only faid there,

that he the petitioner, and his only filler, had been left for many
years deftitute of a livelihood. It is not faid at what time this

gentleman's father fold the great bulk of fir William Courten's'

laiids. Even the wrecks of a fortune, once fo ample, muft
have been very confiderable, and more than fuflicient for the

propereft education and decent maintenance of William Cour-
ten and his fifter. She it feems could very well live in thofe

days on no more income, as appears, than 30I. per annum.
That this moderate annual fum was her principal fupport, we
are led to believe from a flight attention to two papers Hill in

being. If he and his filler had even been more reduced in

point of income than Vv'C can well fuppofe, they frill had in-

fallible refources in the number, rank and riches of their rela-

tions. Their grandfather the earl of Bridgevv'ater, two uncles,

with eleven aunts on the fide of their mother, and three aunts

on their father's fide, were people of fortune and dillin6f ion
;

many of them married into honourable and wealthy families,

and all of tliem apparently in affluent or eafy circumftances. It

jTiay therefore be reafonabiy concluded that William Courten was.

wtU educated, though the fact were not afcertained by other

tellimony.
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teftimony. Having prev4oufly receited a good eJucation jn

this country, forwarded probably with peculiar care, and e^riier

certainly than is now ufual, William Courten began his travels i

or was ient, while yet a minor, to profecute his ftudies abroad.

The genius of a naturalill, which he difcovered, it feenis, from

his infancy, led him to cultivate it at Montpellier, ditlinguiflied

then, as Upfal fince, for its botanical garden, its peculiar at-

tention to natural hi (lory, and the abilities and celebrity of

mailers in various branches of this fcience. Here he met, as

might be probably expe£ted,with Itudents of a congenial tarte,and

perfons then and afterwards eminent in various walks of litera-

ture, with feveral of whom he appears to have lived in great

familiarity, and to have cultivated long correfpondence. Jolepl)

Pitton de Tournefort, tlxe celebrated french botaniil, vyasof thi?

number. WilHam Courten, who was the fenior by^ fsveral

years, had no doubt made a very confiderable proficiency ill

botany before his acquaintance with this illuftrious for^ign^r

commenced ; but it mud have been much improved by tlje i^r

timacy that appears to have fubfifted between them. It was -M

Montpellier probably, but many years after his primary fett^c-

ment there, that William Courten contracted his firft acquaint-

ance with fir Hans Sloane, a zealous naturalift, who fpared no
pains or expence in the acquifition and promotion of knawled^
in natural hiftory, and who was yet more honourably dillin-

guifhed by his fkill in his own profeflion, his general patronage

of fcholars, his public fpirit, and extenfive philanthropy. ^\r

Hans Sloane unqueflionably fpent a confiderable time at I\Iont-»>

pellier, it may be to improve his knowledge and to eftabiifli

his health ; and here too it is faid he got his degree of M. D.
But at what place and at what time foever their acquaintance

began, being forwarded by a fimilarity of ftudies, in which
William Courten had undoubtedly the pre-eminence, it ripened

into a friendfliip that continued without interruption to th«

end of his life.

Immediately on the expiration of his minority, William Cour-
ten, it feems, left Montpellier for fome time, being obliged to

repair to London, by the exigency of his ovvm and his filler's

affairs, in order to pufh their final fettlement, and to fecure to

himfelf and her, the beft provifions for the future that could

be colle6led from the wide-fpread ruins of their family. With
a turn of mind that biaiTed him ftrongly to a contemplative

life, unexperienced in the ways of the world, torn from darling

ftudies, and under the influence of the indolent habits of a mere
fcholar, this youth was ill qualified to be a principal agent for

himfelf and his fifter in a bufinefs fo perplexed, fo laborious,

and fo unpromifing.

$oon after his arrival in England, in concert with his friends,

William
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William Courtcn began "his litigations in behalf of himfcif and
his fifter. The firft cbjedl he aimed at was to fet afide the let^

ters that, in his abfence and minority, Carew had furreptitioufly

obtained, and to get himfelf legally inverted with the admini-i

ftration of the eftate and efFeds of his anceftors. He contended
that George Carew was an officious intruder, under falfe pre-

texts of being a fufFerer, and an agent for other fufFerers by thd

lofies of his father and grandfather; and urged that this man's
intermeddling with the \vrecks of their fortunes, had been
equally to the prejudice of the rightful heirs, and to the detri-

ment of the legal creditors of the family. He claimed there-

fore for himfelf, as his natural right, the adminiftration of the

Courten eftates ; and his aunt, lady Knightly, who feems to

have been then the only furviving child of fir William, from
whom the eftaces defcended, concurred with he,r nephew in

this claim. George Carew, who was both a courtier and a

lawyer, feems to have exerted his utmoft addrefs and profef-

Conal fkill to flop or fruftrate thefe proceedings. He exprefsly

owns in one of his papers that he had indeed paid indefinite

fums of money to VVillinm Courten, efq. after he came o^
age, though he fays at the fame time that he did not pay the

monies becaufe William Courten had a right to them, but

folely to prevent and terminate debates. The caufes here af-*

figned for the payments to William Courten, efq. after he came
of age, are very queftionable ; for Carew does not appear a

man likely to have parted with money on fuch principles merely
to prevent or terminate debates.

Mr. Courten ftill perfifted in his favourite ftudy of natural

hiftory ; but he perfevered notwithftanding in the various pro-

ceiTes inftituted in behalf of himfelf and his fifter. About 16634
it feems that fome compromife took place between Mr. Cour-
ten and Mr. Carew ; when, by a bond, it appears that the for-

mer abandoned all claim to the adminiftration, for valuable

confiderations not fpecitied ; adding, that whatever he had re-

ceived from the wrecks of the fortune of his father was ex

done & gratia, and not ex jure. He even relinquiflied his fa-

mily name of Courten, ailumed that of William Charleton,

and publicly announced his intention of quitting England, and
living in a ftrange land.

Of the courfe or duration of his travels no particular informa-

tion can now be given. It may be reafonably judged, that,

after a peregrination of three or four years at moft, he fettled

in his former place of abode, at Montpeiiler, where he certainly

refided for the greateft part of the time that he lived abroad.

Sir Hans Sloane fays exprefsly that he was abfent from Eng-
land, at different times, no doubt, twenty-five years in all j

and though the particular years are not ftatcd, it w-ould not be

very
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Very (rifficult, if it was of any importance, to afcertain them.

Mr. Courtcn feems all along to have paid great and general at-

tention to polite literature. . His papers and place-books, many
of which are preferved in the britifh muleum, difcover various,

judicious, and extenfive reading, and his own frequent remarks

fliew that he thought as well as read. About this time he

feems to have been engaged in the (ludy cf coins, both antient

and modern. On this entertaining and ufeful, but expenfive

branch of knowledge, he certainly made great proficiency, and

attained at laft extraordinary ikill. It appears from one of his

pocket-books, that in 1669 he began to collect coins, in both

kinds, and in all metals, at confiderable expence.

. It was moft probably abroad, and about the year 1675, that

Mr. Courtcn's acquaintance and friendfliip with the celebrated

Mr. John Locke began ; for in the fummer of that year the

bad flate of Locke's health, and an apprehended confumption,

induced him to repair to Montpellier, then as famous for

tlie cure of difeafes in the lungs, as Antlcyra was of old for

thofe of the brains. For many years paft people have difcon-

tlnued to refort to Montpellier, wlien afflided with pulmonary

and confumptive complaints, its air having been long judged

peculiarly improper for them ; though it is now faid to be much
mended, by draining a morafs, or planting,, or deftroying a

wood. Bifhop Atterbury, who was there in the fummer 1719,
repreients it as fo uncomfortable,, that he was forced to take

ihelter from the fultry heats, at Vigan in the Cevennes, tea

leagues diftant.

It appears that Mr. Courten was one of the feled friends

among whom Locke pra£lifed phyfic, of which he had taken

a bachelor's degree at Oxford. That Mr. Courten attended

particularly to Locke's prefcriptlon, and derived benefit from
it, is evident from his anfwer, and from the following entries

in a Saunders's almanac for 1698, in which there is a MS. diary,

not by Dn Walter Charleton, as it is intitled in the mufeum, and

the catalogue of MSS. but relative folely to Mr. William Cour-

ten, being his own hand-writing, which is fufficiently diftln-

guifhable, and moreover vouched as his by the information

itfelf. " July 27, 1698, being dillreffed with my headach and

giddinefs, I left off entirely taking tobacco in fnuff, having only

taken it but four times a day, for feveral days before, and never

after 7 at night." " Aug. 20, 1698, muil: fliew my things

[meaning his mufeum] but feldom, never two days confecutive-

ly for the future." Certainly Mr. Courten cultivated medal-

he fcience with pleafure, avidity, and confiderable fucccfs

:

the curious may fee the moll fatisfa6lory proofs of this at the

britilh mufeum, both in the coins he collecled, and in the ac

counts he has given of them. It appears likewife, from very

Vol. IV. X many



3o6 COU RT I LZ.

many of his papers in the fame repofitory, that as a general

fcholar he was far from being contemptible, and that he was
not unflcilled in making experiments. Mr. Courten's intimacies,

corrcfpondences and friendfliips, with do£lor, afterwards fir

Hans Sloane, with do6tor, afterwards fir Tancred Robinfon,

phyfician in ordinary to George I. with do£lor Martin Lifter,

with Mr. L. Pluckenett, with Mr. Edward Llwyd, &c. were

certainly founded on congenial tafte, and argue no inferior de-

grees of proficiency in the various branches of natural hiftory.

Mr. Courten's own mufeum remains to this day, and may be

Hill feen very freely, and probably much in the ftate he left it,

though improved, as may well be fuppofed, and now arranged

for the moft part to greater advantage, according to the Lin-

nsean fyftem. Of his curious collection it is now impoflible to

afcertain the exa£l: catalogues or precife value. Swelled with

fhort hiftories and accounts of their contents, they amount, it is

faid, in all, to thirty- eight volumes in folio, and eight volumes

in quarto. It remained for about half a century after the death of

Mr. Courten, in the pofleffion of his executor and refiduary le-

gatee, who certainly added very much to it, and was then pur-

chafed in 1753, for the ufe of the public, without fo much as the

mention of the name of its firft and moft fcientific colledor and

proprietor, fo far as appears in the whole courfe of the tranfac-

tion, for 2o,oool. though the coins and precious ftones alone

were faid to be of that value. It is now preferved with the

Cottonian, Edwardian and other public libraries, the Harleian

and other MSS. a liberal royal donation of books and pamphlet?,

the curious colleflions of fir William Hamilton from Hercu-

laneum and Italy, of fir Jofeph Banks and Dr. Solandcr from

the iflands in the fouth feas, and a very confiderable and accu-

mulating treafure of other occafional donations of various ob-

jeds for the illuftration of antient times and natural hiftory, in

the britifh mufeum. Mr. Courten paiTed the laft fourteen or

fifteen years of his life in chambers at the Temple, pro-

moting the knowledge of natural hiftory, and exhibiting his col-

lection gratis in an inftruCtive way. Latterly the decUning

ftate of his health obliged him to piaclife more abftemioufnefs

than v/as agreeable to his convivial turn ; and for feveral years

he was under the neceffity of abftaining almoft entirely from

wine and all fpirituous liquors, in which, from a companionable

difpofition, and in compliance with a fafliion then much more

prevalent than at prefent, it feems that he indulged at times

rather too freely. He djed at Kenfington gravel-pits, on the

26th of March 1702, aged 63, and was buried in the church-

yard of that parifti.

COURTILZ (Garien de), fieur de Sandras, was born at

Paris m 1644. After having been captain in the regiment of

Champagne,
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Champagne, lie went over to Holland in 1683, where he wrote,

I. The conduct of France fince the peace of Nimeguen, i 2ino.

16S3. 2 An anfwer to the foregoing; in which he produces

the arguments on the other fide of the queftion. 3. The new
intcreiis'of the princes. 4. The life of Coligni, 1686, i2mo.

5. Memoirs of Rochfort, i2mo. 6. Hillory of the dutch war
from the year 167210 1677; a work which obliged him for

fome time to quit the territories of the republic. 7. Political

teflament of Colbert, i2mo. The french clergy were highly

incenfed againft him, for relating in it an expreflion of Colbert,

that " the bifliops of France were fo much devoted to the will

of the king, that if he fhould think fit to fubftitute the koran

Inftead of the gofpel, they would readily fubfcribe to it." 8.

Le grand Alcandre fruftre, or the lafh efforts of love and vir-

tue. 9. The memoirs of John Baptill de la Fontaine ; thofc

of Artagnan, 3 vols. i2mo ; thofe of Montbrun, i2mo; thofe

of the marchionefs Dufrefnc, i2mo ; thofe of Bordeaux, 4 vols.

i2mo; thofe of Saint-Hilaire, 4 vols. i2mo. 10. Annals of

Paris and of the court, for the years 1697 and 1698. 11. The
life of the vicomte Turenne, i2mo. publiihed under the name
of Dubuiffon. On his return to France in i 702, he was fhut up
in the baftille, where he was kept in a dungeon for nine years,

when he was difcharged in 171 1. Having obtained his liberty

he married a bookfeller's widow, and died at Paris the 6th of

May 1712, at the age of 68. He is alfo the author of, 12.

Memoirs of Tyrconnel, compofed from the verbal accounts of

that duke, a clofe prifoncr, like him, in the baftillc. 13. Hifto-

rical and political Mercury, &c. He, befides, left manufcripts

fufficient in quantity to make 40 vols in la no. The memoirs of

Vordac, 2 vols. i2mo. are unjuftly attributed to him. Voltaire

calls him the Gafcon Sandras. This author was a Parifian, and
not a Gafcon ; but all the Gafcons are not confined to Gafcony.

COURTIVRON (Gaspard le Compasseur de Creclui,

MARQUIS de), meftre de camp, chevalier de Saint-Louis, pen-

fionnaire veteran of the academy of fciences, born at Dijon in

1715, died the 4th of OcSlober 1785, at the age of 70, fig-

nalized himfelf both as a military and a literary man. Being

wounded in the campaign of Bavaria, in the a£l: of faving mardial

Saxe from the moft imminent danger, he thenceforward devoted

himfelf to the cultivation of the Icienccs. We have by him,

1. A treatife of optics, 1752, 4to. The author here gives the

theory of light in the newtonian fyftem, with new folutions of

the principal problems in dioptrics ^^d catoptrics. This book
is of ufe as a commentary on Newton's optics. 2. Memoirs
of an epizootia which raged in Burgundy. 3. The art of forges

and furnaces ; this he wrote in partn.;rlhip with M. Bouchu.
The marquis de Courtivron was a true philofopher. '* As he

X a had
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had properly appreciated life, fays M. de Coadorcet, he refigti-

cd it without difquietude, and perhaps without regret. The
only fentiment poilibly to be perceived through the ferenity and

filence of his lail moments, was that of gratitude for the tender-

nefs that was (hewn him, and the coniiant attention to fpare

the fenfibility of his family and friends.

COUSIN (John), an eminent french painter, was born at

Succy near Sens, about the beginning of the xviith century -,

and ftudied the fine arts fo ftrenuouily in his youth, that he

became profoundly learned, efpecially in the mathematics, which

is a prodigious help to the regularity of defign. By this means
he was porreft enough in that part of painting, and printed a

book on the fubjedl •, which, though a fmall one, has done hira

great honour, and undergone feveral impreihons. He wrote

alfo upon geometry and perfpeclive. Painting on glafs being

very much in vogue in thofe days, he applied himfelf more to

that than to the drawing of piclures. Several fine performances

of his are to be feen in the churches of the neighbourhood of

Sens, and fome in Paris; particularly in St. Gervafe's church,

where, on the windows of the choir, he painted the martyrdom
of St. Laurence, the hiftory of the famaritan woman, and that

of the paralytic. There are feveral pi£lures of his doing in the

city of Sens 5 as alfo fome portraits. But the chief of his works*

and that which is mod efteemed, is his pi6ture of the laft judg-

ment : it is in the facrifty of the Minims at Bois de Vincenncs,

and was graved by Peter de Tode, a Fleming, a good defigner.

This picture (lievvs the fruitfulnefs of Coufm's genius, by the

numbers of the figures that enter into the compofition
j
yet is

fomewhat wanting in elegance of defign.

Coufin married the daughter of the lieutenant-general of Sens,

and carried her to Paris where he lived the reft of his days.

His learning acquired him the name of the Great. He was
well received at court, and in favour with four kings fucceflive-

ly ; namely Henry II. Francis II. Charles IX. and Henry III.

He worked alfo in fculpture, and made admiral Chabot's tomb,

which is in the chapel of Orleans, belonging to the Celeftines in

Paris. We cannot tell exactly in wd:iat year Coufm died : but

it is certain, that he was living in 1689, and that he lived to a

very great age.

COUSTOU (Nicholas), fculptor in ordinary to the french

king, was born at Lyons in 1658, and died at Paris the ift of

May 1733, aged 75, member of the royal academy of painting

and fculpture. He w^ent to Italy as pcnfionary of the king.

It was there he produced his fine ftatue of the emperor Corn-

modus, reprefented un-der the chara6ler of Hercules, forming

one of the ornaments of the gardens of Verfailles. On his re-

turn to France, he decorated Paris, Verfailles and Marly with

feveral
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feveral pieces of exquifite workmanfhip. The group at the

back of the high-akar of Notre Datne tie Paris is by him, as

well as the two groups at Marly, reprefcnting two horfes tamed

by grooms. A fop, who gave himfelf airs as a great connoifleur,

thought fit to fay to the artift, while he was employed on this

his iaft grand work : " But this bridle, methinks, Ihould be

tighter."— " What pity, fir," replied Couftou, "you did not

come in a moment foonerl you would have feen the bridle

juft as you would have it ; but thefe horfes are fo tender-

mouthed, that it could not continue fo for the twinkling of an
eye." In all his produ(ftions he difplays an elevated genius

;

M'ith a judicious and delicate talte, a fine feledion, a chafte de-

fign, natural, pathetic and noble attitudes ; and his draperies

are rich, elegant and mellow.

COUSTOU (William), brother of the foregoing, dIre£lor

of the royal academy of painting and fculpture, died at Paris

the 22d of February 1746, at the age of 69, made himfelf not

lefs famous by the number and perfection of his works. He
was not always efleemed fo highly as he deferved. A financier,

who plumed himfelf on his judgment in the fine arts, fent

for him one day—" I want, fir," faid this Dives, " I want you
to make me fome chinefe jofles, for my chimney-piece." The
llatuary, allonilhed at receiving fuch an order, anfwered him
coldly : 5* 1 fhall fet about them dire£lly, provided you will let

me ufe you for my model."—He muft not be milliaken for the

William Couftou, his brother, who died at Paris in 1746, aged

68, known for his maufoleum of the cardinal Dubois in the

collegiate church of St. Honore j and the two groups of ma-
naged horfes at Marly, &c.

COUSTOU (William), born at Paris in 17 16, was fon of the

Jaft-mentioned, and fucceeded to his talents, which he improved
at Rome. On his return to France, where previous to his de-

parture for Italy he had carried off the prize for fculpture at

the age of 19, he foon found his chiflel employed by great

lords and princes. He was engaged to make the maufoleum
of the dauphin, father to Louis XVI. and his illuftrious con-
fort : a m.onument which embellifhes the cathedral of Sens.

It was juft finiftied when its author was fnatched off" by death,

in July 1777, in the 61ft year of his age. His coftin was de-

corated with the ribbon of St. Michael, which the king had be-

ftowed on him not long before. His other performances are :

the apotheofis of St. Francis Xavier, which he executed in mar-
ble for the jefuits of Bourdeaux ; an Apollo placed at BelJe-

vue ; Venus and Marc, which the king of Pruffia bought as an
ornament to his gallery at Berlin, &c. His Venus is particularly

confpicuous for the grace, the precifion, and the majefty of its

form.

X 3 COWARD
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COWARD (William), a medical and metaphyfical writer,

was the fon of Mr. William Coward of Winchefter, where he
was born in the year 1656 or 1657. It is not certain where young
Coward received his grammatical education ; but it is natural

to fuppofe chat it was in his native place, at Wykeham's fchool,

which has long fuflained a great and deferved reputation, and
produced many learned men. In his eighteenth year he was
removed to Oxford, and in May 1674 became a commoner
of Hart-hall ; the inducement to which might probably be, that

his uncle was at the head of that feminary. However, he did

not long continue there ; for in the year following he was ad-

mitted a fcholar of Wadham-college. On the 27th of June
1677 he took the degree of B, A j and in January 1680 he
was chofen probationer fellow of Merton college. In 1681
was publifhed Mr. Dryden's Abfalom and Achitophel, a pro-

du£lion on the celebrity of which we need not expatiate. At
Oxford it could not fail to be greatly admired for its poetical

merit j befide which, it might be the better received on account

of its containing a fevere fatire on the duke of Monmouth and
the earl of Shaftefbury ; two men who were certainly no fa-

vourites with that loyal univerfity. Accordingly the admira-

tion of the poem produced two latin verfions of it, both of

which were written and printed at Oxford j one by Mr. Francis

Atterbury (afterwards the celebrated bilhop of Rochefler), who
was affifled in it by Mr. Francis Hickman, a ftudent of Chrift-

phurch ; and the other by Mr. Coward. Thefe tranflations

were publilhed in quarto in 1682. Whatever proof Mr. Cow-
ard's verfion of the Abfalom and Achitophel inight afford of

his progrefs in claffical literature, he was not very fortunate in

this his firll publication. It was compared with Mr. Atter-

bury's production, not a little to its difadvantage. According

to Anthony Wood, he was fchooled for it in the college ; it

was not well received in the univerfity ; and Atterbury's poem
was extolled as greatly fuperior. To conceal in feme degree

Mr. Coward's mortification, a friend of his, in a public

paper, advertifed the tranflation, as written by a Walter Curie,

of Hertford, gentleman. On the 13th of December 1683, Mr.
Coward was admitted to the degree of M. A. Having deter-

mined to apply himlelf to the pra6iice of medicine, he profe-

cuted his ftudies in that line ; in confequence of which, he took

the degree of bachelor of phyfic on the 23d of June 1685, and

of doctor on the 2d of July 1687. After his quitting Oxford

he exercifed his profeflion at Northampton, from which place

he removed to London in 1693 or 1694, and fettled in Lom-
bard-ftrcet. In 1695 ^^ publifhed a tra£l in 8vo- intituled,

De fermento volatiii nutritio conje^lurationis, qua oilenditur

fpiritum volatilem olcofum, e fanguine fuftufum, efle verum ac

genuinun;
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^enulnum conco£\loni$ ac nutritionis inflrumentum. For this

work he had an lionourable approbation from the prefidcnt

and cenfors of the college of phyficians. But it was not to

medical ftudies only that Dr. Coward confined his attention.

Befides being fond of pohte learning, he entered deeply into

nietaphyfical fpeculations, efpecially with regard to tlie nature

of the foul, and the natural immortality of man. The refult of

his inquiries was the publication, in 1702, under tlie fi£litious

name of Eflibius Pfycalethes, of a book> the title of which was,
Second thoughts concerning human foul, demonflrating the

notion of human foul, as believed to be a fpiritual, immortal
fubilance united to a human body, to be a plain heathenifh in-

vention, and not confonant to the principles of philofophy,

reafon or religion ; but the ground only of many abfurd and
fupcrflitious opinions, abominable to the reformed church, and
derogatory in general to true chriftianity. This work was de-
dicated by the doctor to the clergy of the church of England

;

and he profefies at his fetting out, " tliat the main ftrefs of ar-

guments, either to confound or fupport his opinion, mull be
drawn from thofe only credentials of true and orthodox divinity,

the Hvely oracles of God, the holy fcriptures." In another

part, in anfwer to the queliion. Docs man die like a brute

beaft ? he fays, " Yes, in refpecl to tlieir end in this life ; both
their deaths confift in a privation of Ufe." " But then," he
adds, " man has this prerogative or pre-eminence above a brute,

that he will be raifed to life again, and be made partaker of eter-

nal happinefs in the world to come." Notwithllanding thefe

and as many other proofs of a firm and ferious attachment to

the authority of the chriftian fcriptures, as it is in any man's
power to give under his hand, Dr. Coward has commonly made
one in the lift with thofe who have been reputed to be the moit
rancorous and determined adverfaiies of chriftianity. Swift has
ran.ked him with Toland, TinJal and Giklon ; and paffages to

the like purpofe are not unfrequent among coutroverfial writers,

efpecially during the former part of the prefent century. How-
ever fmcere and zealous Dr. Coward might be in his belief of the
gofpel, his denial of the immateriality and natural immortality
of the foul, and of a feparate Hate of exiftence between the time
of death and the general refurre6llon, was fo contrary to the opi-

nions then almoit univerfally received, that it is not very fur-

prifmg that he Ihould haftily be confidered as an enemy to re-

velation. It might be expeded that he would immediately
meet with opponents ; and accordingly he was attacked by va-
rious writers, of different complexions and abilities ; among
whom were Dr. Nichols, IVIv. John Hroughton, and Mr. John
Turner. Dr. Nichols took up the argument in his Conference
with a Theift. Mr. Broughton wrote a treatife, intituled,

X 4 Pfychologiu,
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Pfycliologia, or, An account of the nature of the rational foul,

in two parts ; and Mr Turner publiftied a Vindication of the

feparate exiftence of the foul from a late author's Second
thoughts. Both thefe pieces appeared in 1703. Mr. Turner's

publication was anfwered by Dr. Coward, in a pamphlet called.

Farther thoughts upon Second thoughts. In Mr. Turner the

do6lor acknowledged that he had a rational and candid adver-

fary. This does not appear to have been the cafe with regard

to Mr. Broughton •, who therefore was treated by Dr. Coward
with a fuitable degree of feverity, in *' an epiflolary reply to

Mr. Broughton's Pfychologia ;" which reply was not feparately

printed, but annexed to a work of the do6lor's, publifhed in

the beginning of the year 1704, and intituled, The grand eflay

;

or, A vindication of reafon and religion againft the impoitures of"

pJiilofophy. In this laft producSlion, the idea of the human foul's

being an immaterial fubftance was again vigoroully attacked.

Of Mr. Broughton's Pfychologia the great Mr. Locke enter-

tained but a mean opinion ; for, in a letter to Mr. Collins, he

fays : " The other book you mentioned 1 have feen, and am fo

well fatisf^ed by his fifth fe£lion, what a doughty fquire he is

like to prove in the reft, that I think not to trouble myfelf to

look farther into him. He has there argued very weakly againft

his adverfary, but very ftrongly againft himfelf [x]."

So obnoxious were Dr. Coward's pofitions, that it was not

"deemed fuflicient to attempt the anfvrering of them by the

force alone of reafon and argument. A more concife and

effectual method of confuting them was fought for, by an ap-

• peal to human authority. On Friday the Toth of March 1704
a complaint was made to the houfe of commons of the " Second

thoughts " and the *' Grand eflay ;" which books were brought

up to the table, and fome parts of them read. The confequence

of this vv'as an order, " that a committee be appointed to exa-

mine the faid books, and collecl: thereout fuch parts thereof

as are offenfive •, and to examine who is the author, printer

and publilher thereof." At the fame time the matter was re-

ferred to fir David Cullum, colonel Stringer, Adr. Bromley, fir

Chriftopher Mufgrave, Mr. Lownds, Mr. Topham, Mr. Smith,

fir Matthew Dudley, Mr. Colcher, Mr. Annelley, Mr. How,
Mr. Sambrooke, fir William Whitlocke, Mr. Fagg, Mr. Mono-
ton, fir John Holland, Mr. Boyle, Mr. St. John,"Mr. chancel-

lor of the exchequer, Mr. Moor, Mr. Sharp, Mr. J'reeman, Mr.
Crawford, Mr. Harley, and fir Jervas Elwes '; who "were directed

to meet that afternoon, and had power giventhem to fend for

perfons, papers and records. "Whether all, or any of thefe

gentlemen (Mr. St. John, afterwards the famous lord BoHng-
i

"'
[x] Hiflorical view, p. 176. 181, 182. 365, N«tc.

'^

broke.
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broke, excepted) were ncute and able divines, does xiot fland

upon record. If they were, it is probable that no fubfequent

houfe of commons could boalt of having produced a fupe-rjor,

or an equal number of flcllful theologues -, and it is but juft to

refcue them from the oblivion in which they have hitherto flept

in this refpedl, and bring them forward to public notice.

But perhaps, after all, they might in part be obliged to the"

chaplain of the houfe, or to flill higher ecclefiaftics, for their

complete knowledge of the malignity of Dr. Coward's princi-

ples. Be this as it may, on the 17th of March fir David Cul-

lum reported from the committee, that they had examined

the books, and had coUeded out of them feveral paflages

which they conceived to be ofFenfive, and that they found that

Dr. Coward was the author of them ; that Mr. David Ed-

wards was the printer of the one, and Mr. W, Pierfon of the

other; and that both the books were publiflied by Mr. Baflet.

JSir David Cullum having read the report in his place, and the

fame being read again, after it had been delivered in at the

clerks' table, the houfe proceeded to the examination of the evi-

dence with regard to the writing, printing, and vending of the

two books. Sufficient proof having been produced with re-

fpe6l to the writer of them. Dr. Coward was called in. Being

examined accordingly, he acknowledged that he was the author

of the books, and declared that he never intended any thing

againft religion ; that there was nothing contained in thera

contrary either to morality or religion ; and that if there were

any thing therein contrary to religion or morality, he was

heartily forry, and ready to recant the fame. The houfe then

refolved, " that the faid books do contain therein divers doc-

trines and pofitions contrary to the do£lrine of the church of

England, and tending to the fubverfion of the cbriftian reli-

gion -;" and ordered that they {hould be burnt, next day, by the

common hangman, in New Palace-yard, Weilniinfter ; which

order was carried into execution. One effeil of this procedure

was, that Dr. Coward's works were more generally resd ; for

in the fame year he gave to the world a new edition of his

*' Second thoughts-," which was folio /vcd by a treatife, in-

tituled, The juft fcrutiny ; or, A feriouc inquiry into the mo-
dern notions of the foul.

After this, the dodor returned to t]v: P.udies belonging to

his profeflion, and in 1706 publifhed a trad, intituled, Oph-
thalmiatria, which he dedicated to his ratrori Manuel Sorrel,

efq. In this dedication Mr. Sorrel is coirplimented as a man
of learning and judgment, in whofe a- ;,robation of his works
our author declares himfelf fatlsfied a*.', happy, and enabled to

defpife the idle and profane mob of fciuiifts, whom certain pious

agents of fedition had encouraged to calumniate him. Dr.
Coward,
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Coward, in the fir ft chapter of his Ophthalmiatrla, the title of
which is, De oculo ejufque partibus, fpeaking of the irianner

wherein vifion is performed and accounted for, diverts himfelf

with the notion of an immaterial fubftance refiding in the

pineal gland, by the help of which, he tells us, the philofophers

of the day accounted for every phenomenon relating to ienfa-

tion. Having expofed this hypothefis as empty and unphilofo-

phical, fo far as relates to vifion, he adds, that he has faid

enough on the fubjeft elfewhere ; and exhorts the learned of
all countries to examine, thoroughly and candidly, what abfurd

and ridiculous, and almoft blafphemous opinions follow from
this do6lrine of an immaterial fubftance. He hints, at the fame
time, that his domeftic adverfaries, not being able to confute

him by reafoning, had endeavoured to filence him by fire and
faggot. Hence it is apparent, that the burning of Dr. Coward's
books had not had the leaft effe€t in abating his zeal for his

peculiar fentiments, and that he retained a ftrong fenfe of the

harfla treatment he had received. From a letter of our author

to Dr. Hans Sloane, dated May 26, 1 706, it appears that he was
in habits of intimacy with this eminent phyfician and naturalift.

Dr. Sloane carried his friendlhip fo far as to take upon himfelf

the fupervifal of the Ophthalmiatrla. As the letter to Dr.
Sloane is dated from the Green Bell, over againft the Caftle

tavern, near Holborn in Fetter-lane, there is reafon to believe

that Dr. Coward had quitted London, and was now only a

vifitant in town, for the purpofe of his publication. Indeed

the fa£l: is afcertained from the lift of the college of phyficians

for 1706, where Dr. William Coward, who ftands under the

head of Candidates, is then for the firft time mentioned as re-

fiding in the country. The perfecution he had met with, and
the unpopularity arifing from his works, might be inducements

with him for leaving the metropolis. It does not appear,

for tv. elve years, ro what part of the kingdom he had retired.

From this period we hear no more of Dr. Coward as a me-
dical or mctaphyfical writer. Even when he had been the moft

engaged in abftrufe and fcientific inquiries, he had not omitted

the ftudy of polite literature ; for we are told, that in 1705 he

publiilied the Lives of Abraha;n, Ifaac, and Jacob, an heroic

poem. Of this work, as we have not been able to meet with

it, we can give no account. It does not feem to have had even

the fate of fir Richard Blackmore's produdiions, to be fpoken

of and abufed for a time, and then to be negleded. As far

as we are capable of judging, it was little noticed at firft •, and

it has now funk in total oblivion. Concerning another poetical

performance by Dr. Coward, and the laft of his writings that

has come to our knowledge, we are able to give more accurate

intelligence. It was publiflied in 1709, and is intituled, Li-

gentia



COWARD. 315

centia poctica difcuflcd ; or, The true teft of poetry : without

which it is difficult to judge of or compofe a correct englifh

poem. To which are added, critical obfervations on the principal

antient and modern poets, viz. Homer, Horace, Virgil, Milton,

Cowley, Dryden, Sec. as frequently liable to juil cenfure. This
work, which is divided into two books, is dedicated to the duke
of Shrewfbury, and introduced by a long and learned preface.

Prefixed are tliree copies ot commendatory veries, figned A. Hill,

J. Gay, and Sam. i^arklay. The two former, Aaron Hill and
John Gay, were then young poets, who afterwards, as is well

known, rofe to a confulcrable degree of reputation. Coward is

celebrated by them as a great bard, a title to which he had
certainly no claim ; though his Licentia, confidered as a didac-

tic poem, and as fuch poems were then generally written, is

not contemptible. It is not fo correct as lord Rofcommon's
eflay on tranflated verfe ; but it is little, if at all, inferior to the

duke of Buckingham's eflay on poetry, which was fo much ex-

tolled in its day. The rules laid down by Dr. Coward for

poetical compofition are often minute, but ufually, though not
univerfally, founded on good fenfe and a jufl tafte. He does
not approve of blank verfe, and had not felt the harmony and
variety of Milton's numbers. Triplets, double rhymes and
alexandrines are condemned by him ; the lad of which however
he admits on fome great occafion. The notes, which are large

and numerous, difplay no fmall extent of reading ; and to the

whole is added, by way of appendix, a political eflay, from
which it appears that our author Vv'as a very zealous whig.

In the liil of the college of phyficians for 1718, Dr. Coward
begins to be mentioned as refiding at Ipfwich. From this

place he wrote, in 1722, a letter to his old friend, fir Hans
Sloane, the occafion of which is fomewhat curious. He had
learned from the newfpapers, that the duchefs dowager of
Ivlarlborough propofed to give five hundred guineas to any
perfon who ihould prefent her with an epitaph, fuitabic to the

late duke, herhulband's character.—" Now," fays he, *' I hare
one by me, which gives him his ju(l character without flattery or
oftentatlon, and which 1 verily believe may be acceptable to any
learned man." He adds, that he hears it was to be approved
by Dr. Hare, Dr. P'reind of Wefl:minfl:er-fchool, and Dr.
Bland of Eton fchool j and, if this be true, he begs that fir Hans
would give him leave to fend it for his approbation and re-

commendation. From the omifiion of Dr. Coward's name in
the catalogue of the college of phyficians for 1725, it is evident
that he was then dead. Though his medical works arc now in

no reputation, and his other writings are but little attended
to, it is neverthelefs certain that he was a man of confiderablc

abilities and literature. Whatever his peculiar fentiments may
9 have
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have been, there is no reafon to doubt of the fincerity of his

belief in the gofpel, and of his zeal for its honour. The truth

of chriflianity and the doctrine of eternal life ftand upon their

own firm ground, independently of all fpeculations concerning

the materiality or immateriality of the foul, and its feparate

flate of exiftence. Divines of the firft eminence, whofe faith

in revelation is unqueftionable, and who have been among its

ableft advocates, have concurred in opinion with Dr. Coward j

and that fuch men fhould, on this account, have ever b.een

ranked with unbelievers, can only have proceeded from the mofb
contemptible ignorance and bigotry.—We cannot difmifs ;h!s

article without taking notice of a miftake which was com-
mitted by the late Dr. Caleb Fleming ; who, in the year 1758,
publiihcd a treatife, intituled, " A furvey of the fearch after

fouls," imagining that he was writing againft Dr. Coward.
But the Search after fouls was the produ£lion of Henry Layton,

efq. of the county of York. Mr. Layton was educated at Ox-
ford ; and, ftudying afterwards at Gray's-Inn, was called to the

bar ; but never applied himfelf to the pradlice of the law.

His knowledge of it, however, enabled him to do good offices

among his neighbours, without fee or reward [y].

COWELL (Dr. John), a learned and eminent civilian, was
born at Ernfborough in Devonfliire, about 1554; educated at

Eton fchool ; and elected a fcholar of King's college in Cam-
bridge, in 1570. He was afterwards chofen fellow of that

college ; and, by the advice of Bancroft bilhop of London, ap-

plied himfelf particularly to the ftudy of civil law. He was re-

gularly admitted to the degree of LL.D. in his own univerfity ;

and, in 1600, was incorporated into the fame degree at Oxford.

.Soon after he was made the king's profeflbr of civil law in

Ca.nbridge, and about the fame time mailer of Trinity-hall.

His patron, Bancroft, being advanced to the fee of Canterbury

in 1604, and beginning to project many things for the fervicc

of the church and ftate, put him upon that laborious wcrk the
" Interpreter," or an explanation of law-terms, which he pub-
lifhed at Cambridge in 1607, 4to. It was reprinted in 1609,
and feveral times fince, particularly in 1638, for which arch-

bifhop Laud was reflecSled upon •, and it was made an article

againft him at his trial, as if the impreiBon of that book had
been done by his authority, or at leaft with his connivance, in

order to countenance king' Charles's arbitrary meafures. In

1677, and 1684, it was publifhed with large additions by Tho-
mas Manley of the Middle Temple, efq. and again in 1708
with very confiderable improvements by another hand: in all

which later editions the exceptionable palTages have been cor-

redled or omitted. '

[y] This artici* is taken from the Biographia Britannica.

In
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In the mean time Bancroft was fo fatisfied with the abilities

and learning fhewn in the " Interpreter," that he appointed

the author his vicar-general in 1608 : nor was this performance

cenfurcd for fome time. But at laft^great offence was taken

at it, becaufe, as was pretended, the author had fpoken too

freely, and with exprelTions even of fliarpnefs, of the common
law, and fome eminent profeflbrs of it, Littleton in particular

:

and this fired fir Edward Coke efpecially, who was not only
privately concerned for the honour of Littleton, whom he had
commented upon, but alfo valued himfelf as the chief advocate
of his profelfion. Sir Edward took all occafions to affront him,
and ufed to call him in derifion Doftor Cow-heel. He was
not fatisfied with this : he endeavoured to hurt him with the

king, by fuggelling that Dr. Cowell " had difputed too nicely

upon the myfteries of this our monarchy, yea, in fome points

very derogatory to the fupreme power of this crown ; and had
afTerted, that the king's prerogative is in fome cafes limited."

This was touching James in a mofl tender part, and had pro-

bably ruined Cowell, if the archbifhop had not flood his friend.

However, the common lawyers, whofe contefls with the civi-

lians then ran very high, would not rell ; and therefore, as they
found they could not hurt him with the king, refolved to try

what they could do with the people. Accordingly they repre-

fent^d him now as a betrayer of the rights and liberties of the
people : and a complaint was carried up againft him in the
houfe of commons, the refult of which was, that the author was
committed to cuftody, and his book publicly burnt. Moreover
the commons complained of him to the lords, as equally flruck

at ; and he was cenfured by them for afTerting, i. That the king
was folutus a legibus, and not bound by his coronation-oath.

2. That it was not ex necefhtate, that the king fhould call a par-
liament to make laws, but might do that by his abfolute power

:

for that voluntas regis with him was lex populi. 3. That it

was a favour to admit the confent of his fubjeds in giving of
fubfidies. 4. That he draws his arguments from the imperial
laws of the roman emperors, which are of no force in Eng-
land." The commons were indeed very defirous to proceed
criminally againlt him j nay, even to hang him, if the king
had not interpofed. But the king did interpofe ; and, upon
his majefly's promife to condemn the dodlrines of the book
as abfurd, together with the author of them, they proceeded no
farther.

Cowell retired after this to his college, where he pui-fued his

private ftudies, but did not live to do it long. It M'^as his mif-
fortune to be affli£led with the flone, for which being cut, rhe

operation proved fatal to him ; for he died of it ()€t. i i, 161 1,

and was buried in his chapel of Trinity-hall, where there is a

plain
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plain latin infcription to his memory. Befides " The Interpre-

ter," he had publifhed, in 1605, " Inflitutes of the Laws of

England, in the fame method as Jufhinian's inltitutes." He alfo

compofed a tra6l " De regulis juris, Of the rules of the law j"

wherein hi^3 intent wasj by collating the cafes of both laws, to

ihew, that they are both raifed upon one foundation, and differ

more in language and terms, than in fubftance -, and thereforcj

were they reduced to one method, as they eafily might, to be at-

tained in a manner with all one pains. But it does not appear

that this lad was ever publiflied.

COWLEY (Abraham), an eminent Englifli poet, was born

in London, 16 18. His father, who was a grocer, dying before

his birth, he was left to the care of his mother, who, by the

intereft of friends, procured him to be admitted a king's fcholar

in Weflminfler fchool. The occafion of his firll inclination to

poetry was his eafual lighting on Spenfer's Fairy Queen. *' I

believe," fays he, in his cflay on himfelf, " I can tell the par-

ticular little chance that filled my head firft with fuch chimes

of verfes as have never fince left ringing there. For 1 remem-
ber, when I be8;an to read, and to take fome pleafure in it,

there was wont to lie in my mother's parlour— I know not by

what accident, for fne herfelf never in her life read any book

but of devotion ; but there was wont to lie — Spenfer's works.

This I happened to fall upon, and was infinitely delighted with

the (lories of the knights, and giants, and monfters, and brave

houfes, which I, found every where, though my underRanding

had little to do with all this, and by degrees with the tinkling

of the rhime, and dance of the numbers : fo that I think I had

lead him all over before I was 12 years old.

In 1633, being ftill at Weftminller, he publiflied a collection

of poems, under the title of " Poetical bloflbms :"' in which,

fays Sprat, there were many things that might well become the

vigour and force of a manly wit. Cowley tells us of himfelf,

that he had fo defedive a memory at that time, that he never

could be brought to retain the ordinary rules of grammar : how-
ever, as Sprat obferves, he abundantly fupplied that want, by
converfmg with the books themfelves, from whence thofe rules

had been drawn. He was removed from Weltminfter to Tri-

nity-college in Cambridge, where he wrote fome, and laid the

deligns of moft of thofe mafculine works which he afterwards

pub.Uflied. In 1638 he publilhed his " Love's riddle," a

pailoral comedy, which was written while he was at Wei'lmin-

fter, and dedicated in a copy of verfes to fir Kenelm Digby ;

and a latin comedy, called " Naufragium jocularc," or, 1 he

merry ShipM'reck— after it had been atled before the univerfity

by the members of Trinity-college.

The iirft occ.iilon of his entering into bufinefs was, an elegy

he
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he wrote on the death of Mr. William Hervey. This brought

him into the acquaintance of John Hervey, the brother of his

deceafed friend ; from whom he received many offices of kind-

nefs, and principally this, that by his means he came into the

fervice of the lord St. Alban's. In 1643, being then M. A. he
was, among many others, ejected his college and the univer-

fity ; upon which, he retired to Oxford, fettled in St. John's

college there, and that fame year, under the name of an Oxford
Scholar, publiftied a fatire intituled, " The Puritan and the

Papift." His affection to the royal caufe engaged him in the

fervice of the king ; and he attended in feveral of his majefty's

journies and expeditions. Here he became intimately acquainted

with lord Falkland, and other great men, whom the fortune of

the war had drawn together. During the heat of the civil war,

he was fettled in the family of the earl of St. Alban's j and at-

tended the queen mother, when (lie was forced to retire into

France. He was abfent from England about ten years, fays

Wood
J
about twelve, fays Sprat ; which, be they more or lefs,

were wholly fpent either in bearing a fhare in the diflreffes of

the royal family, or in labouring in their affairs. To tliis pur-

pofe he performed feveral dangerous journies into Jerfey, Scot-

land, Flanders, Holland, and elfewhere ; and was the principal

inftrument in maintaining a correfpondence between the king

and his royal confort, whofe letters he ciphered and deciphered

with his own hand.

In 1656 he was fent over into England, with all imaginable

fecrecy, to take cognizance of the Hate of affairs here ; but foon

after his arrival, while he lay hid in London, he was feized

on by a mifhake, the fearch having been intended after another

gentleman of confiderable note in the king's party. He was
often examined before the ufurpers, who tried all methods to

make him ferviceable to their purpofes ; but proving inflexible,

he was committed to clofe imprifonment, and fcarce at laft ob-

tained his liberty upon the terms of locol. bail, which burden
Dr. Scarborough was fo kind as to take upon himfelf. Thus
he continued a prlfoner at large, till the general redemption j

yet, taking the opportunity of the confufions that followed upon.

Cromwell's death, he ventured back into France, and there

remained in the fame fituation as before, till near the time of
the king's return. Upon his return to England, he publilhed

a new edition of all his poems, confifling of four parts, viz.

I. Mifcellanies. 2. The Miftrefs. 3. Pindaric odes. 4. Da-
videis." The Miftrefs had been publiflied in his abfence, and
his comedy called " The Guardian," afterwards altered and
publifhed under the title of " The Cutter in Colman-Street j'*

but both very incorredly. In the preface to his poems, he
complains of the publication of fome things of his, without

his
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his confent or knowledge ; and thofe very mangled and im'^

perfe£l : " of which fort," fays he, " was a comedv called the

Guardian, made and a6ted before the prince, in his paflage

through Cambridge towards York, at the beginning of the late

unhappy war ; or rather neither made nor aded, but rough-

drawn only and repeated : for the hafte was fo great, that it

could neither be revlfed or perfected by the author, nor learned

without book by the acSlors, nor fet forth in any meafure tole-

rably by the officers of the college."

During his ftay in England, he wrote his two books of

Plants, publifhed firft in 1662, to which he afterwards added
four books more -, and all the fix, together with his other latin

poems, were printed after his death at London in 1678. , The
occafion of his choofing the fubjeft of his fix books of Plants,

Dr. Sprat tells us, was this : When he returned into England,

he was advifed to diflemble the main intention of his coming
over, under the difguife of applying himfelf to fome fettled pro-

feflion i and that of phyfie M'as thought moft proper.
, To this

purpofe, after many anatomical difTeftions, he proceeded to the

confideration of fimplcs ; and, having furnhhed himfelf with

books of that nature, retired into a fruitful part of Kent, wh^re
every field and wood might ihew him the real figures of thofe

plants of which he read. Thus he foon maftered that part of

the art of medicine : but then, inftead of employing his ikili

for practice and profit, he laboured to digeft it into its prefent

form. The two firil books treat of Herbs in a fiyle, fays Sprat

j

refembling the elegies of Ovid and TibuUus ; the two next of

Flowers, in all the variety of Catullus and Horace's nuhibers,

for which lafi: author he is faid to have had a peculiar reverence ;

and the two laft of Trees, in the way of Virgil's georgics. Of
thcfe, the fixth book is v^holly dedicated to the honour of his

country : for, making the britifii oak to prefide in the aflcmbly

cf the foreft trees, he takes that occafion to enlarge upon the

hiflory of the late troubles, the king's affliction and return, and

the beginning of the dutch war ; and he does it in a way
which is honourable to the nation. It appears by Wood's Fafti,

that Cowley was created M. D. at Oxford, Dec. 2, 1657 ; who
fays, that he had this degree conferred upon liim by virtue of a

mandamus from the then prevailing powers, and that the thing

was much taken notice of by the royal party. However, there

Is no reafon to conclude from hence, that his loyalty was ever

in the lead fliaken ; all this complacency towards the then go-

vernment being only affeded for the better carrying on the de-

fign of his coming over. The fame account may be given of

a few lines in the preface to one of his books, which looked

like a departure from his old principles, and occafioned his

loyalty to be called in queftion.

AfteT
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Alter the king's rcfloration, being then pad his 40th year, of

which the greateil part had been Ipent in a various and tem-

peftuous condition, he rcfoh'cd to pafs the remainder of his Hfe

in a ftudious retirement j which Sprat reprefents as the effe£l of

choice, and not of difcontent. At firft, fays the dodor, he was
but flenderly provided for fuch a retirement, by reafon of his tra-

vels, and the alllitlions of the party to which he adhered, which

had put him quite out of all the roads of gain. Yet notwith-

Handing the narrownefs of his income, he remained fixed to his

refolution, having contra£led his defires into a fmall compafs, and

knowing that a very few things would fupply them all. But
upon the fettlement of the peace of the nation, this hindrance

of his defi^i was foon remove i ; for he then obtained a plenti-

ful eftate by the favour of the lord St. Alban's, and the bounty

of the duke of Buckingham. Thus furnillied for his retreat,

he fpent the lafb feven or eight years in his beloved obfcurity,

and poflefled that folitude, which, from his very childhood, he

had always mod paffionately de fired. His works, efpeclally his

cflays in profe and verfe, abound with the praifes of folitude

and retirement. His three fird eflays are on. the fubje61:s of

liberty, foHtude, and obfcurity : and mod of the tranflations are

of fuch paflages from the claflic authors, as difplay the pleafures

of a country life, particularly, Virgil's " O fortunatos nimium,

&c." Horace's " Beatus ille qui procul, &c." Claudian's " Old
Man of Verona," and Martial's '* Vitam quae faciunt beatiorem,

&c." But his folitude, from the very beginning, had never

agreed fo well with the conditution of his body, as of his

mind. The chief caufe of it was, that out of hade to be gone

away from the tumult and noife of the town, he had not pre-

pared fo healthful a fituation in the country as he might have

done if he had made a more leifureable choice. Of this he
foon began to find the inconvenience at Bar;i-Elms, where he

was affli£l:ed v^^ith a dangerous and lingering fever. After

that, he fcarce ever recovered his former health, though his

mind was redored to its perfecl: vigour ; as may be feen, fays

Sprat, from his two lad books of plants, which were written

fince that time, and may at lead be compared with the bed o£

his other works. Shortly after his removal to Chertfey, he
fell into another confuming difeafe •, under which, having ],in-

guifhed for fome months, he feemed to be pretty well cured of

its bad fymptoms. But in the heat of the fummer, by dty'ing

too long amongd his labourers in the meadows, he was takeil

with a violent defluxion and doppage in his bread and fhroat.

This he at fird negleclcd as an ordinary cold, and refufed to fend

for his ufual phyficians, till it was pad all remedies ; and fo In

the end, after a fortnifxhi's ficknefs, it nvoved mortal to him.
- Vol. IV.

"
Y He
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lie (lied at Cnertfey, July 28, 1667, in his 49th year ; and \r,i?

buried in Weftminiler-Abbey, near Chaucer and Spenfer, where
a monument was ere£led to his memory, in May 1675, by
George duke- of Buckingham, with a latin infcription by Dr.

Sprat. When Charles 11. heard of his death, he was pleafed

to fay, " that Mr. Cowley had not left a better man behind

him in England."

Befides his works already mentioned, we have of his, 1. A
propofilion for the advancement of experimental philofophy j

and, 2. A difcourfe, by way of vifion, concerning the govern-

ment of Oliver Cromwell. He had deligued, alfo, a difcourfe

concerning ftyle, and a review of the principles of the primitive

chrillian church ; but was prevented by death. A fpurious

piece, intituled, 'the Iron Age, was publiflied under his name,

during his abfence abroad ; of which he fpeaks, in the preface

to his poems, with fome afperlty and concern. ^' I wondered

very much," fays he, "how one, who could be fo foolifli to

write fo ill verfes, fhould yet be fo wife to fct them forth as

another man's, rather than his own : though perhaps he might

have made a better choice, and not fathered the baftard upon

fuch a perfon, whofe flock of reputation is, I fe.ir, little enough

for the maintenance of his own numerous legitimate offspring

of that kind. It would have been much lefs injurious, if it had

pleafed the author to put forth fome of my writings under his

own name, rather than his own under mine. He had been

in that a more pardonable plagiary, and had done lefs wrong

by robberv, than he does by fuch a bounty : for nobody can be

juilificd by the imputation even of another's merit, and our own
coarfe clothes are like to become us better than thofe of another

man's, though never fo rich. But thefe, to fay the truth, v/ere fo

beggarly, that I myfelf was aflvamed to wear tliem." This ex-

tract (li'ews Cov.-Is-y to have been as great a wit in profe, as he

is in verfe •, and Addifon has obferved, that of all authors, none

ever abounded fo much in wit, according to Locke's true defi-

r.ition-of it, as Cowley : of which he gives fome examples from

his poem called the Miftrefs.

COWPER (William), M. A. was born at Perth In 1564,

and educated in the univerfity of EdinburgI'., where he took

his degrees, and afterwards became a profefibr of philofophy.

In .'596 he was ordaineil minifter of Perth, his native place,

and became a violent flickler for the prefbytcrians when king

James attempted to eftabliili epifcopacy in Scotland. Plow-

ever, from m.otives which are not to be accounted for, he ac-

cepted of the bifhopric of Galloway 1614, and died 1617, in the

53d year of his age. He was in many refpe6ls a very great

divine, as appears from his wovks, which have been printed in

one
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nne volume folio ; but nt prcfent they are little efteemed. His

body lies interred under a plain marble Hone in the Grey-

friars church-yard in Edinburgh.

COWPER (William), D. D. w:is the yourigeft fon of

carl Cowpcr, and grandfon of the lord high chancellor Cow-
per, who religned the feals in 17 19. He was born in London
in 1713, and educated in Trinity college Cambridge, where

he took his degrees and entered early in life into orders. He
obtained feveral livings in the church, and was at lalt promoted

to the deanery of Durham, which he held till his death 1772,
aged 59. He was celebrated for his knowledge in geometry,

on which he wrote a learned treatife dedicated to the royal

fociety. His eight fermons and advice to a lady are both very

much efteemed.

COWPER (William), M. D. and F. S. A. praftifed phy-

fic many years at Chefter v/ith great reputation. He publifhed

(without his name) i. A Summary of the Life of St. Wer-
burgh, with a hiftorical account of the images [z] upon her

flirine (now the epifcopal throne), in the choir of Chefter.

Collected from antient chronicles, and old writers. By a citizen

of C hefter. Publilhed for the benefit of the charity-fchool,

Chefter. 1 749, 4to ; and by this eflay in antiquarianifm, which
he is faid to have ftolen from the MSS. of Mr Stone [a J,

raifed a great outcry againft himfelf. He was alfo author of
" 11 Penferofo : an evening's contemplation in St. John's church-

yard, Chefter. A rhapfody, written more than twenty years

ago
J
and now (firft) publilhed, illuftrated with notes hiftorical

and explanatory, London, 1767." 4to (addrefled, under the

name of M. Meanwell, to the rev. John Allen, M. A. fenior

fellow of Trinity college, Cambridge, and re£tor of Torpoley
in Chefliire) ; in which he takes a view of fome of the moft re-

markable places around it, diltinguiflied by memorable perfon-

ages and events. He died 061. 20, 1767, while he was pre«

paring a memorial of his native city. He had alfo made
coUeilions for the county, which are now in the hands of his

brother, an attorney near Chefter, but confift of little more
than tranfcripts from printed books and minute modern tranf-

actions, interweaving, with the hiftory of the county and city,

a great mafs of other general hiftory.

COX (Richard), an englifli biihop, was born about 1500, of
mean parentage, at Whaddon in Iduckinghamihire. He was edu-
cated at Eton-fchool, and thence ele6led to King's college, where

[z] Reprcfenting her family, 8(c. ia &c. relative to the city anJ cathedra],

number ;o,juft then repaired. which were prefented by his foti to ths

[a] William Stone, minot>canon of ;cathedral library, and atterwards lent to

the church of Cheiler, who drew up two Dr. Go-.ver.

curious quarto volumej ot' church notes,

Y:; he
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he dbtalneti a fellowfliip in 15 ip. He was invited hy cardinal

Wolfey to Oxford to fill up his new foundation; and we cannot

give a greater proof that he was diflinguifhed by his parts and

learning: for of fuch the cardinal took care to form his focicty.

But though thefe qualities, attended with a remarkable piety,

fliould have procured him the efleem of the univerfity ; yet by
favouring fome of Luther's opinions, and fpeaking his mind too

freely of the corruptions of popery, he fell under their difplea-

fiire, was deprived of his preferment, and thrown into prifon.

AVhen he had recovered his liberty, he left Oxford ; fome time

after was chofen mailer of Eton-fchool, which flouriflied re-

markably under him ; and, by the interefl of abp. Cranmer, ob-

tained feveral dignities in the church, viz. the archdeaconry of

Ely, a prebend of the fame church, and of Lincoln, and the

deanry of Chrifl- church.

He was appointed tutor to prince Edward; and, on that prince's

accelhon to the throne, became a great favourite at court. He
was made a prlvy-counfellor, and the king's almoner ; and, for

the augmentation of the king's alms, had a grint made him of

all goods and chattels of felons. He was elected chancellor of

the univerfity of Oxford in 1547; the next yearinftalled canon

of Windfor; and the year following dean of Weftminfter. About:

this time he was appointed one of the commiiTioners to viHt the

univerfity of Oxford : and is accufed by fome of abuling his.au-

thority by deftroying many books, out of his zeal againft popery.

But the univerfities are certainly oblip,cd to him; for both in thist

and the preceding reign, vi'hcn an act pafled for giving all clian-

tvies, colleges, &c. to the king, the colleges in both univerfities

were excepted out of it, through his powerful interceflion.

After Mary's accefhon, he was dripped of his preferments and

committed to the Marlhalfea: but his confinement was not long;

and as foon as he was releafed, forefeeingr the impending ftorm,

he refolved to take fandluary in fome other country. He went
iirll to Stralhurg, where he was told that the engHOi exiles at

Francfort had laid afide the englifli liturgy, and fet up a form of

their own, framed after the french and genevan models. The in-

novation gave him great concern ; and in order to cppofe it, he

V/ent to Francfort, and after fome bickerings with the puritan

minifhers there, by die interpofition of the mngiftracy he had the

fatisfaclionto fee the common-prayer book fettled in that congre-

gation. Here too he formed a kind of univerfity, and appointed a

greek and ahebrew lecturer, a divinity profefibr, and a treafurer

for the contributions remitted from England. Having thus ac-

complilbcd his defign, he returned to Stralbtirgh in order to

converie with his friend Peter Martyr, whom he had known in-

timately at Oxford, and whofe learning and moderation he highly

elleemed. When the bloody fcens in England wasclofedby the

death
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<ieaih of Mary, he returned, and was one of tliofe divines \vh6

were appointed to rcvifo the liturgy: he was, indeed, tlie chief

champion on the proteftant fide, in the difputation held at Weft-

jiiinller between eight papilts an4 an ecjual number of the re-

formed clergy.

He preached often. before queen Elizabeth in lent; and in lii'j

fermon at the opening of lier firft parliametit, difnlayed his elo-

tjuenct in a powerful and aflecling manner, ro perfuade them to

banifh all popi(h innovations and corruptions, and to reftore reli-

gion to its primitive purity. His abilities in the pulpit, and his

zeal for the engliih liturgy, were loon rewarded by the bifliopric

of Ely ; over which lee he prefided above 21 years, and was one

of the chief pillars and ornaments of the church. He did not in-

deed retain any great degree of the royal favour; for even beford

his confecration he petitioned the queen againft the 36I for ali-

enating and exchanging the lands and revenues of the bifhops,

repreleiuing the mifchiefs and inconveniences that would fol-

low, and urging the unlawfulnefs of the practice by many argu-

ments both fromreafon and fcriptiire. He likewife oppoied with

great zeal her retaining the cruciiix and lights in her chapel ;

and was a ffrenuous advocate for the marriage of the clergy,

againil which fhe had contracted a ftrange averfion. He was a

great patron to learned men, and amongft others to Dr. Whit^
gift, afterwards abp. of Canterbury. He was one of thofe com-
miifioned to compile a body of ecclefiaftical laws, which was done

in a famous book, intituled, *' Reformatio legum ecclefiafti-

carum ;" and he did his utmoft to have it eftablifhed by autho-

rity of parliament. But this defign was over-ruled, becaufe, as

Ijurnet alleges, it was thought more for the greatncfs of the pre-

rogative, and the authority of the civil courts, to keep thofe

points undetermined. He is blamed by fome for giving up fe-

veral manors and other ellates belonging to his fee: but thofe

who are acquainted with the hiilory of thofe times, and the in-

fatiable rapacioufnefs of the courtiers, will perhaps think dif-

ferently of him; and allow him to merit fome degree of praifc

for his firmnefs in retaining what he did, and for refifting the

ftronged follicitations, and mod violent attacks.

Sir Chridopher Hatton, and other court favourites, endea-

voured to lay their griping hands on Ely-houfe, and feveral parks

and manors belonging to him ; and were backed by the delpotic

commands of the queen, who expected from her bilhops an im-

plicit obedience, and would often threaten to unfrock them if

they made any diflicultics. Their malice, which v^-as only pro-

voked by their avarice, involved him in much trouble and vex-

ation ; and, v/earied out, he at laft obtained leave to refign his

bifhopric, upon the moderate conditions of being allowed out of

ir an annual penfion of 200I. Forms of refignation were a£lually

Y 3
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drawn up ; but the court could not find any divine of chara£ler

that would accept the fee on their bafe and ignominious terms.

He therefore enjoyed it till his death, which happened in 158 1,

in his S'^d year.

It rouft be remembered of this bifhop, that he was the firfl who
brought a wife 10 live in a college : and that he procured a new
body of llatutes for St John's college in Cambridge, of M'hich he
was vififor as bifliop of Ely. He was author of feveral things,

which have been publilhed chiefly fince his deceafe, viz. i. An
oration at the beginning of the difputation of Dr. Trefham and
others with Peter Martyr. 2. An oration at the conclufioi^ of

the fame, Thefe in latin were printed in 1549, 4to ; and after-

wards among Peter Martyr's works. 3. He had a great hand in

compiling the liturgy of the church of lingland : and when ^
new tranflation of the bible was made in the reign of Elizabeth,

now commonly known by the name of the Bifhcps' Bible, the

four gofpels, the afts of the apoftles, and the epiftle to the

Romans, were allotted to him for his portion. 4. He wrote re-

folutions of fonie quellions concerning the facraments ; anfwers

to the queries concerning fome abufes of the mafs; and had fome

hand in the declaration concerning the functions and divine in-'

flitution of the bifliops and priefts : all which are to be foun^ in

the addenda to Burnet's hillory of the reformation. 5. Several

letters and fmall pieces of his have been publilhed by Strype, in

his Annals of the reformation. He alfo had a hand in Lilly's

grammar.
COX (fir Richapd), bart. lord chancellor of Ireland, and au-

thor of a hiftory of that kingdom., was fon to Richard Cox, efq,

captain of a troop of horfe, and was born at Bandon, in the

councy of Cork, on the 25th of March 1650. He had the mif-

fortune to become an orphan before he was full three years of

3ge-, and was then taken care of by his mother's father, Walter

Bird, efq of Cloglmakilty. But his grandfather alfo dying when
he vi-as about nine years old, he was then taken under the pro-

te(£l:ion of his uncle, John Bird, efq who placed him at an or-

dinary latin fchool at Cloghnakilty, where he foon difcovered a

llrong inclination to learning. In 1668, having attained the age

of i8 years, he began to praftife as an attorney in feveral manor
courts where his uncle was fenefchal, and continued it three

years, and was entered of Gray's Inn in J 671, with a view of

being called to the bar. Here he was fo much diilinguifhed for

his great affiduity and confequent improvement, that in the fum-

mer of 1^73 he was made one of the furveyors at fir Robert
Shaftoe's reading. lie foon after married a lady who had a right

to a confiderable fortune; but, being difappointed in obtaining

it, he took a farm near Cloghnakilty, to which he retired for

feyen years. Being at length roufed from his lethargy by a great

jncre*^(q
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incveafe of his famllvj he was, by the intercft of fir Robert South-
well, eleifled recorder of Kinfale in the year 1680. He now
removed to Cork ; where he practifed in the law with great

fiiccefs. But, forefeeing the ilorni that was going to fall on the

proteitants, he quitted his practice, and his elhue, v/hich at that

time amounted to 300 1. per ann. and removed with his wife

•and five children to England, and fettled at Brillol. At this place

he obtained fufficient pracHce to fupport his family genteelly,

independently of liis irifli eilate ; and at his leifure hours com-
piled the Hillory of Ireland j the firft part of which he publifhed

Ibon after the revolution, in 1689, under the title of Hibernia
Anglicana j or the hillory of Ireland, from the conqueffc thereof

by the Englilh to the prefent time. When the prince of Orange
arrived in Lonilon, Mr. Cox quitted Eriflol, and repaired to the

metropolis, where he was made under fecretary of itate. Hav-
ing given gi-eat fatisfa<£lion to the king in the difcharge of this

oihce, Mr. Cox was immediately after the furrcnder of Water-
ford made recorder of that city. On the 15th of September
1690 he was appointed fecond juftice of the court of common
pleas. In April 169 1 Mr. juftice Cox was made governor of

the county and city of Cork. His fituation now, as
jj
judge and

a military governor, was fomewhat fingular ; and he was cer-

tainly not deficient in zeal for the government, whatever ob-
jections may be made to his conduiSt on the principles of juftice

and humanity. During the time of Mr Cox's government,
v/hich continued till the redu£tion of Limerick, though he had
a frontier of 80 miles to defend, and 20 places to garrifon, be-

fides Cork and the fort of Kinfale, yet he did not loie a hngle
inch of ground. On the 5th of November 1692 . -r, juftice Co::

received the honour of knighthood; in July 1693 ^'''^^ nominated
lord chancellor of Ireland, and in October 1706 was created a

baronet. On tlae death of queen Anne, and the accefiion of king

George I. fir Richard Cox, with the other principal iriih judges,
was removed from his office, and alfo from the privy council.

He then retired to his feat in the county of Cork, where iie hoped
to have ended his days in peace ; but his tranquillity was dif-

rurbed by feveral attacks which were made againlt him ii. the
iridi parliament. However, though feveral feverc votes v ere

palled againft him, they were not fohowed by any tardier pro-
ceedings. He now divided his time between itudy, making im-
provements on his eltate, and u6ts of beneficence. But in . .j ril

1733, ^^ ^^'^^ feized by a fit of apoplexy, which ended in pi._f \,

under which he languifhed till the 3d of May that year, v/her. he
expired without pain, at the age ot 83 years one ntot+'h -^-.i ->.

icw days.

COX (LrONARD). He was the fecond fon '^f J •
-

efq. a gentleman of confiderable property in VV'i:"- ^
y4
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in Monmouth about the latter end of the reign of Henry VII.

He received his education in Cambridge, and afterwards be-

came a famous fchoolmafter at Reading in Berkfliire. He was
there in much efteem when John Frith the martyr was taken

up as a vagabond and put in the ftocks j but was treated by

Cox with great kindnefs and every mark of vefyeCt. He af-

terwards travelled through France, Germany, Poland and

Hungary, where he taught the learned languages, and became
more famous than he had been at home. He died 1 54.9 at

Caerlton in his native country, where he had fpent his advan-

ced years. He wrote feveral learned pieces in greek and latin,

particularly a commentary on Lilly's grammar.
COXETER (Thomas), is mentioned by Mr. Warton as a

faithful and induftrious collector in our old engliih literature,

and therefore juftly entitled to a place in this work. He was

born of an antient and refpectable family at Lechdale in Glou-

cefterlhire, Sept. 16^9; and entered a commoner of Trinity

college, Oxford, in 17 "5. From Oxford, where he wore a

civilian's gown, he came to London, with a view of purfuing

the civil law •, but, lofing his friend and patron fir John Cook,

knight, who was dean of the arches and vicar-general, and who
died in 1710, he abandoned civil law and every other profef-

fion. Continuing in London without any fettled purfuit, he

became acquainted with bookfellers and authors. He amafl'ed

materials for a biography of our poets. He afhfted Mr. Ames
in the Hiilory of britiOi typography. He had a curious col-

le6lion of old plays. He pointed out to Theobald many of

the black-letter books, which that critic ufed in his edition of

Shakfpeare. He compiled one, if not more, of the indexes to

Hudfon's edition of Jofephus in 1720. !n 1739 he publilhed

a new edition of Baily's life of bilhop Fifher, firft printed in

1655. In 1744 he circulated propofals for printing the dra-

matic works of Thomas ?v'lay, efq. a contemporary with Ben
jonfon, and, upon his deceafe, a competitor for the bays.

With notes, and an account of his life and writings." " The
editor," fays he, " intending to revive the belt of our old plays

faithfully collated with all the editions, that could be found in

a fearch of above 30 years, happened to communicate his

fcheme to one who now invades it. To vindicate which, he is

refolved to publiih this deferving author, though out of the or-

der of his defign. And, as a late fpurious edition of Gorboduc

is fufhcient to (hew what miflakes and confufion may be ex-

pe<fted from the medley now advertifmg in ten volumes, a cor-

rect edition will be added of that excellent tragedy j with

other poetical works of the renowned Sackville, his life, and

a glofiapy. Thefe are offered as a fpecimen of the great care

tiiat is nsceiTary, and will conllantly be ufed^, \n the revival of

fach
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fu.cK old writers as the editor ftiall be encouraged to reflorc

to the public in their genuine purity." Such are the terms of

the propofals : and they iliew, that, though this defign did not

take effed, Coxeter was the firft who formed the fchem.e,

adopted by Dodfley, of publifhing 2 coUedion of our antieuc

plays. Sackville's Gorboduc, here referred to, is the edition

<;:ondu£l;ed by Mr. Spence in 1736. In 1747 he was appoint-

ed fecretary to a fociety for ihe encouragement of an eflay to-

wards a complete engliih hiftory ; under the aufpices of which

appeared the lirlt volume of Carte's hiftory of England. He
died of a fever on cafter-day, April jp, 1747* in his 59th

year.

COYER (L'Abbe), born at Baumeles-Nones in Franche-

Comte, died at Paris July 18, 1782, in an advanced age, was

for fomc time a jefuit. Having quitted that fociety, he re-

paired to the capital about 175 1, and fqught a livelihood by his

pen. He began his career by certain fugitive pieces, whereof

fomc, as the " Difcovery of the philofopher's ftone," in imita-

tion of Swift, and the " Miraculous year," had the moft fuc-

cefs. Thefe trifles were collected under the very fuitable title of

*' Bagatelles morales." Some of the pieces in this coUedion

are written with eafe, delicacy and Iprightlincfs-, but irony be-

ing the favourite figure with the author, the ftyle of it is too

monotonous and the witticifms fomctimes too far fetched.

There was vifible in the writings of the abbe Coyer, as vvell as

in his converiation, a perpetual effort at being agreeable ; the

moft: effectual method of not becoming fo, or of not being fo

for any continuity. Befides fome temporary pieces, the abbe

Coyer alfo wrote, i. I he hift.ory ofJohn Sobieilci, 3 vols. i2mo.

1761 : a very interefting work. 2. Travels in Italy and Hol-

land, 1775, I vols. i2mo. The abb6 Coyer ran over thefe

countries, not fo much in the character of a deep obferver, as

of a light Frenchman, who takes a fuperricial glance, and then

haftily fets down fome remarks analogous to the fluduation of

his mind, of his inclinations and his charader. The hook is

far inferior both to the obfervations of M. Grofley and the tra-

vels of M. de la Lande. 3. New obfervations on £ngland>

1779, i2mo. which is little elfe than an abridgment of Grof-

ley's London. A colledion in 2 vols. i2mo has been made
of the Bagatelles morales, the Nobleffe commer9ante, Chinki,

and another v/ork intituled *' On preaching," in which the

author attempts to prove the inutility of preaching to the

corredion and improvernent of mankind.

COYPEL (Charles Antoine), the fourth celebrated pain-

ter of that name, v/as born at Paris in 1694, and died there in

1752, in the 58th year of his age. The family of the C'oy-

j)els had loiig been famous for producing painters. Ncel Coy-
pel,



:S30 G O Y P E L.

pel, the grandfather, was diredor of the academy at Rome

;

Antoine Coypel, the father> was prhicipal pauiter to the king

and the duke of Orleans, and at the fame time furveyor of

painting and fculpture -, and Noel Nicholas Coypel, the uncle,

profei'for of that acadfemy. Antoine Coypel was admitted into

the academy of painting in his twentieth year, where he had

already executed feveral pictures of great merit ; his fon, to

whom he left his name, his t-a!ents, his knowledge and virtues,

enjoyed the fame good fortune in his 21 ft year: he was firft

painter to the duke of Orleans, and in 1747 to the king.

Though his perfonal qualities and endowments had already

made him a welcome gueft v.'ith the princes and great men of

the court, yet this lait appointment increafed his reputation
5

an3 the tirft ufe he made of his confequence, was to induce

M. de Tourathem, who had fortitude of mind fufhcient for

fuch a f;icrifice, to decline the title of a prote^lor of the aca-

demy, which hitherto had always^ been conne£led with the

olhce of faperintendant of the bmldings, in order that the aca-

demy of painting, like all the relt, might' be under the imme-
diate prote£lion of the king. l-Je alfo ere£l:ed a preparatory

fchool, at Paris, for the young pupils, who went to Rome,
where they fludied hillory, and exercifed themfelves under able

rnafters. To him likewife the public are indebted for the exhi-

bition of the pictures in the Luxembourg gallery ; pity it is

tliat his projefl was not executed in all its extent. Like all

men of genius, he had his enviers and rivals ; but his rivals were

his friends, his modelly drew them to him, and he never re-r

fufed them his efteem. His place as firft painter to the king

brought him to court, and made him more intimately acquaint-

ed with the queen and the dauphin. ^1 he queen often gave

him work to do, which chiefly confifted in pictures of the faints

and other obje£ts of niiltaken devotion. On her return from

Metz, finding over her chimney a piclure reprefenting France

in the attitude of returning thanks to heaven for the deliverance

of the king, {he was fo moved, that fne exclajmed, " No one

but my friend Coypel is capable of fuch a piece of gallantry !"

and in fact it was his doing. The dauphin had frequently pri-

vate converfations with him. He himfelf executed the draw-

ing for the laft work of Coypel, the fultan in his feraglio.

His table was always ftrev^ed with the manufcripts of this artill,

which he intended to pub'ifh at his own expence. The death

of the author prevented his defign, and on hearing of the

event, the prince faid publicly at fupper :
" I have in one year

loft three of my friends !"

Covpel feems to have exerted himfelf more for others than

for himfelf; he was a good mafter, a good relation, a good

friend, and never prpyed falfe to his profeflions. His father

•
"

^

4^f:iUierUe4
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difinlieriicd him in favour of his fifler by a fecond msrriage,

aud the Ion did the fame in regard to liis brother, by deprivinjf

him of all benefit from the inheritance of Bidault. Coypcl

was author of feveral theatrical performances, the rehearfals

whereof were attended by crowds of people, not for the fake

of feeding his vanity with an artificial applaufe,bat from friend-

ly participation, and the convicStion of their intrinfic merit.

Moll of them were performed at the private theatre of madame
Marchand, and in the Mai^arine college, for which they were

exprelsly compofed. The well-known Don Quixote is by him.

But not alone plays came from the pen of Coypel ; we have

feveral dillertations of his on the art of painting, and academi-

cal Icclures, which latter are in print. He even wrote the life

of his father, which excels no lefs by the delicate manner in

which he criticlfes his father, than by the modeily with which
he fpeaks of himfelf. His acquaintance was very much fought

•after. One proof of this is in the prodigious heaps of letters

that were found after his death. He was particularly the fa-

vourite of a fmall coterie, where talents, knowledge and good

humour were cherilhed, unmixed v^ith jealoufy, pride, and li-

centioufnefs. In the number of its members were Melf. Coy-
iuG, Helvetius, Mirabeau, Mariveaux, Mad^e Qulnaut, Ma-
dame Marchand, and feveral more.- They met alternately at

the apartments of each other, and fat down to a fupper which,

by a law of the foclety, mull not coll more than fifteen Uvres.

Coypel was remarkable for his liberal fphlt. He caufed a houfc

that had been thrown down by an inundation to be rebuilt at

his own expence on a far more convenient and handfome plan,

.without the impoverifhed owner's ever knowing to whom he

was im'ebted for the bounty. He annually laid by 2000 llvres

of his revenue for works of charity, and requeued the duke of

Orleans to employ the expence of the coach which that prince

kept for him in alms to the poor. The duke of Orleans had
an uncommon value for him. The duke could not bear a

warm room, but, when Coypel came to him, he always ordered

a roufmg fire to be made up, " for, faid he, he is chilly !"

This fame prince compofed a poem, fhewed it to the artill, and
alked him, v/hetl-e he fhould have it printed .'' Coypel was ho-

neil enough to fay, " No :" and the duke tore it, and threw it

into the fire,

A fjmllar anecdote of the duke of Orleans the regent, and
Antoine Coypel the father, deferves to be related here by
way of conclufion. The regent knew that Coypcl on account

of fome difguils, was intending to accept of an invitation to

England. He therefore drove to his lodgings one morning. In

a fiacre, quite alone, without any attendants, and had him call-

ed UOV.U : " Come into the carriage," h\d he to the artiit,

who
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who was quite difconcerted at this vifit ;

*' let «s go and talcc %
<irive together : you are chagrined— I want to try whether 1 can-

not put you in a good humour," We may eafily imagine that

this jaunt made Coypel at once forget both England and his

diagrin.

COYSEVOX (Anthony), ,an ingenious french fculptor,

born At Lyons, in 1640 j died chancellor and regent of the

academy of painting and fculpture in 1720. Verl'ailies boafls

bis belt worka. "VVe have befides, tlie hgure of that great mi-
niiler, M. Colbert, en liis tomb, in the church of S. Euilachius 5

idxt two groups of Renown, and Mercury, in the Thuilleries; and
the player on the flute, in the fam.e garden. The Neptune
nnd Amphytrite, at M;;!rly, with many very fine buds, are the

chief works of this artifl, who was endowed with a mod fruitful

imagination, and an admirable execution.

COYTIER (JAMTs), phyfician of Louis XI. of France, and

memorable for nothing particularly, but the dexterity he flrew-

ed in managing this monarch. Louis had no principle to lay

hold of, except an inteafe fear of dying ; which moft contemp-
tible cowardice Coytier taking the advantage of, and often

threatening his mailer with a fpeedy diflblution, obtained from
tiivic to time great and innumerable favours. Louis however
once recovered flrength of mind enough to be afhamed of his

wcaknefs ; and, feeling a momentary refentm.ent for what he

then thought the infolence of his phyfician, ordered him to

be privately difpatchcd. Coytier, apprized of this by the offi-

cer, who was his intimate friend, replied, " that the only con-

cern he felt r.bout himfelf was, not that he mud: die, but that

the king could not furvive him above four days ; and that he

lithe faid Coyiier) knew this by a particular fcience (meaning
afiroiogy, which then prevailed', and orily mentioned it to him
jn conadence as an intimate friend." Louis, informed of this,

was frightened more than ever, and ordered Coytier to be at

large as ufual.—The famous prince of Conde ufed to fay,

" that no man was an hero to his own valet de chambrc
:"

and, were all heroes like Louis, who can wonder.''

CllAB (Roger), the englilh hermit, was born in Bucking-

hamlhire towards the beginning of the xvith century. 1 he

entliufiafm of his difpofition led him to forfake liis bufincfs,

which was a hatter, and in which he had acquired fome pro-

jvcrty, to become himfelf the 'leader of a feci. He had read

the fcriptures through the optics of fanaticifm, which fcrved

but to increafe his gloom, and confirmed him in the refolution

of retiring from the world. Filled with this refolution he
idVA. off his fiiop, goods, and eftate, and diflributed the money
smong the poor: retiring'- to lekman, near Uxbridge, v.-here

with his own hands he built \i\m a hut, zi-A gr;ve fifty il-silling^

•A year
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a- vear for a rood of ground. In tliis folitude he lived with a

fcrcnity of thought, health of body, ami amazing frugality,

.equal to tiie ancient afcetics. He was viuted by people of all

denominations -, even divines confulted him as a feer, and the

ladies reforted to him as an infpired fol'tunc-teller. Amonj^
other prediditions he is faid to have foretold the rel^oration, and.

that the houfe of NalTau {hould have dominion in this country,

which was fulfilled in the perfon of William the third.

CRABB (Habakkuic), who (to adopt his own modefl lan-

guage) " conducted the devotions" of an independent congre-

gation of chriilians. The life and character of Mr. Crabb, though

unmarked by any of thofe ftriking incidents or impreilive pecu-

liarities which excite the attention of ordinary obfervers, were

neverthelefs thofe on which the phllofoplief and philanthropic

love to dwell. They exhibited a model of exemplary conduft

during a period of 45 years, fpent in the eicercife of moral and

religious duties. He was the youngefl fon of the late Mr,
Denny Crabb, of Wattisfiek), in Suilolk, and imbibed his ear^-

iiefl principles from the late rev. Thomas Harmer, well known.

to the learned world by his " obfervations on the manners a«d
cuilom? of the Eafl." He received his academical education

at Daventry under Dr. Ailnvorth ; and firil oiEciated as a mi-

niiter at Stowmarket, in Suffolk. He thence removed to Ci-

rencefter, in Gloucefterfhire; and afterwards united with his bro-

ther-in-law, the rev. Mr. Fenner, at the Devizes, Wilts, in the

education of youth. Whilfl: he was thus honourably and ufe-

fuUy employed, his antient preceptor Mr. Harmer died, and he
with gladnefs accepted an invitation to fucceed him in the mi-

niftry. He had ever wilhcd to fpend the latter portion of his

life in his native village, that he might pour forth the abun-
dance of his acquirements in the fpot whence he drew the firft

principles of hi.^ faith. But he had yet to learn, that the fpl-

rit of chridianlty refts not always with its profeflbrs. He had
been educated in the Uriel principles of Calvin, from which he
could not but confiderably deviate ; for his intelleiV was ftrong,

his judgment cool, and his mind free from early imprePnons.

Although he avoided every fpecies of controverfy, and was af-

iiduous in the pra£l:ical duties of the miniftry, his incapability

of joining in the jargon of myftery was, in the opinion of fome
of his hearers, an unpardonable crime. The purity of his mo-
rals, the fuavity of his manners, the benevolence of his feelings,

arid the rectitude of his principles, were as a grain in the ba-

lance, when oppofed to the Shibboleth of the feet which he
could not pronour.ce. The dilFenters of the prefcat day arc

well known to r,tic<Si great liberality of fentiment, and a love

of religious liberty, in oppofition to the church of England :

yet, at the inr:igation of a tew individuals of his congregation,

2 lie
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he was compelled to abandon tlic fcene of Iiis formrr Tiapprnefs

,

and the fpot in which his future welfare feemed to centre. He
met with an afylum at Royflon, where his extraordinary merit

•was jultly appreciated. Here he experienced the fatisfaftion

of ailbciating with kindred minds : but it was ever his lot to

have the cup of happinefs daflied from his lips before he had
v/cW tailed it. He had remained there but two years, when he
loft his wife. Her death affe6lcd him feverely ; which, with
the fightof a numerous and young family, for whom there appear-

ed no means of fupport except the precarious fubfiftence which
his profeffion furnilhed him ; and the cruel wound fo recently

infli6ied upon him by his difmiflion from V»'"attisfield, confpired

to deftroy his conftitution. His regret for the pall and appre-

henfions for the future brought on a nervous fever, and, about
two years after the death of Mrs. Crabb, hurried him to an un-

timely :omb. His character has been already in part delineat-

cd. His domeftic misfortunes created a penfive habit, but he
was occafionally lively and jocofe. He was neither apolitical

ror a polemical preacher ; and, though he was proud of his

office as a teacher of the religion of Jefus, he was dern-(3i*s to

nvoid the epithet of prieft. He left a great number of fermonS
jn manufcript : fome volumes wliereof have been fmce pub-
liflied. He died at Royfton, December 25, 179^-
CRADOCK (Samuel), recior of North Cadbury in Somcr-

fecfhire, was elder brother to Dr. Zachary Cradock, preacher

at Gray's Inn, and provoft of Eton college. He was ejected

for nonconformity in 1662, and kept a private academy during

the reign of Charles II. He was a very good inoflenfive man ;

for every one fpoke well of him, when it was ufual for men of

all religions to fpeak ill of each other. His *' hiftt^ry of the

old and new teilament/' his *' apoilolical hiftory," and hia

" harmony of the four cvangelifts," are his principal works.

The lad was rcvifed by Dr. Tillotfon, who preferred it

from the flames in tlie hre of London. Died Ocl. y, iJ'^Oy

aged Q6.

CRy\DDOCIv 'LuKT.;, an ingenious painter of the inferior

clafs of beings, ferved his apprenticcfliip to a houfe-painter in

London, where, without inilruction?, and with fev/ opportunities

of iludying nature, in that- part of the creation which his talents

led him to reprclent, he rofe to great fame, and, if not a great

mafter, he certainly was an imitator of clftindlion. Vevtue re-

cords that Craddock's pictures rofe quickly after his death tothrce

or four times the price that he received for them while living.

He worked by the day, and generally for dealerp who retailed

his works, fcorning to be employed by men ofbirth or fortune,

who coniined his fancy and refcrained his freedom. His bird^

are lughly coloured, and were much fought as ornaments over

door?
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4boTs and chimney-pieces. He died in 1717, and lies burled at

St. Mary's, White- chapel.

CRaIg (Nicholas) Cragiux, born about the year 154T, at

Ripen, was regent of the fchool of Copenhagen in 1576.

lie married two years after this, and then fet out on his travels

over Europe. On his return, he found at his houfe two chil-

dren that did not belong to him. TJiefe he got rid of, together

with their mother, by dillblving his marriage ; and then, for-

getting this difaiter, he married again. His turn for bufinefs

procured hiip the management of feverai important negotia-

tions, which lie terminated much to the fatisfadlion of the

king of Denmark. He died in 1602, at the age of 61, leaving

a latin work in high repute, on the republic of the J .acedemo-

nians, firit printed in K92, and then at Leyden in 1670, 8vo.

and the annals of Denmark, in 6 books, from the death of

Frederic 1. to the year iq;o. They are better for conl'ulting

than for reading. They w-ere reprinted at Copenhagen ia

1737, folio.

CRAIG (Sir Thoma?), was born at Edinburgh in 1548, and
ftudied the civil law in the univerfity of Paris. While very

young, he was called to the bar as an advocate in the court of

fefljon. His prac.]:ice at the bar was great, and he w^as treated

with every mark of rcfpect by his countrymen. Being well

fkilled in britifn and european antiquities, he wrote a learned

treatife on the feudal law, entituled, Jus feudale, which is ftill

in very great eileem. In 1535 he wTote a treatife on the fo-

vereignty of Scotland, which w-as tranllated into very bad eng-

Hfti by one Mr. Ridpath, 1675. In 1602 he wrote a large

treatife in folio to prove the legality of James's fucceffion to

the crown of England on the death of queen Elizabetli. His
book on the feudal law is eileemed all over England and the

continent of Europe, and often quoted both by hiftorians and
lawyers. He died at Edinburgh 1608, aged 60.

CRAiG (James M. A.), was born at GifFord in Eail Lo-
thian 1682, and educated in the univerfity of Edinburgh, where
he took his degrees, and was ordained minifter at Yefler, where
he continued ibme years till he was removed to Haddington.
During the time he was miniller at Yefter, he wrote a volume
of divine poems, which have gone through two editions, and
are much elleemed. In 1732 he was tranfiated to Edinburgh,

and w^as much follovt'cd as one of the m.ofi: popular preachers

in that city. While he was at hdinburghj he publifjied three

volumes of fermons in octavo, chiefly on the principal heads of

chrillianity ; but they are now become fcarce. He died at

Edinburgh 1744, aged 62.

CRAIG (joHNj, a Scotch mathematician, who made his

name famous by a imall work of 36 pages in 410, intituled,

*« The-
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** Thedlogiae cfirlftiattse principia mathematica.'* It was print-

ed at London in 1699, and reprinted at Leipfic in 1755, with

a preface upon the life and works of Craig. The author cal-

culates the force and diminution of the probability of things.

He ellabliihes, as his fundamental propofition, that whatever we
believe upon the teftimony of men, infpired or uninfpired, is

nothing more than probable. He then proceeds to fuppofe,

that this probability diminiOies in proportion as the diftance of

time from this teftimony increafes : and, by means of algebrai-

cal calculations, he finds at length, that the probability of the

chriftian religion will laft only 1454 years from the date of

his book ; but will be nothing afterwards, unlefs Jefus Chrill

fliould prevent the annihilation of it by his fecond coming, as

he prevented the annihilation of the jewifh religion by his

firfl coming. Some have ferioufly refuted thefe learned re-

veries.

CRAIG (William), an excellent divine of the church of

Scotland, was the fon of a reipetlable merchant in Glafgow',

He was born there in February 1709 •, and in the feminaries of

education in that city, he began and profecuted his ftudies.

At college he didinguiflied himfelf by his early tafte and un-
common proficiency in clailical learning ; and in applying to

this fort of literature, he received great affiftance and encou-

ragement from his kinfman the rev. Mr. Clerk, mlnifler of the

gofpel at Neilftoti in Renfrewfliire. That deferving young
man, who died at an early period of his life, and before his

worth became fufficientlv known, was one of the firft clergy-

men in the weft of Scotland, who began to ftudy and teach

chriftlanity in a manner different from that ufually pra6tifed

lince the reformation ; and who thought the interefts of true

religion could be promoted by fuch elegance of compofition

and knowledge of philofophy as might be derived from an-

tient authors. To ftudies of this fort therefore tlie excellent

pcrfon who is the fubjefi of this memoir, incited by his owii

original inclination, and ailifted by his ingenious friend, was
very early attached. The moral philofophy of the antients en-

gaged his attention in a particular manner : and the moral

writers of Greece and Rome v/ere his favourite authors. By
the attentive pefufal of their works, and of the moral poets of

antiquity, he had committed to his memory a great number of

their moft ftriking pafTages ; and ufed to apply them occafiori-

aily, in the company of his fele£l friends, with, great eafe,

judgment, and ingenuity. In this he had an excellent exam-
ple in the practice of his friend and inftru£tor the juftly cele-

brated Dr. Hutchefon, who was elected to the profeftbrfinp of

moral philofophy in the univerfity of Glafgov/, about the time

that Craig had nearly finifhed his theological and philofophicai

courfe.
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Srourle. With this amiable and eminent philofopher he was
early and intimately conncdcd. Commencing preacher ia

the year 1734, his philofophical monitor embraced every op-

portunity of hearing him ; and with a franknefs which fhewed
the opinion he entertained of the candour and abilities of liis

dlfciple, he offered iuch remarks on his fermons as he thought

necehary. He particularly admonilhed him againft a propen-

fity to which young clergymen of ability are very liable, of

indulging themfelves in abilrufe and philofophical difquifition.

He adyifed, bccaufe he knew he was able to follow the advice,

to preach to and from the heart. He did fo. Habitually

pious, ardently devout, and deeply interefted in the welfare of

thofe who lirtened to his inftrudion, he delivered himfelf with
genuine and becoming earneflnefs. This was the fpirit that

directed his manner. Loud exclamation, outrageous adion,
violence of look or gefture, were not the chara£lers of his de-

livery. It was folemn, yet animated ; earned, but correal ;

and though correft, not formal. He arrefted the attention,

without alarming the imagination : he touched the heart, with-

out roufing the paihons. His manner was elegant ; and he
pleafed : he fpoke as he felt, and was affecting.

It is not to be fuppofed that a preacher of fuch eminence,
efpecially at a time when this mode of preaching was rare,

fhould remain unknown or unnoticed. He foon received a

prefentation from Mr. Lockhart, of Cambufnethan, to be mi-
nifler of that parifti ; and fettled there in the year 1737.
About this time great oppofition was made by the populace of

Scotland, and particularly by thofe of Clydefdale, to the manner
of appointing mlnitlers by prefentations from lay-patrons. On
this account therefore, and perhaps becaufe his fermons incul-

cated active virtue more frequently and more earneftly than
his audience, who would have been better pleafed with obfcure

and myfhical theology, thought neceffary, he encountered con-
fiderable oppofition. Zealous, however, in the difcharge of

his duty, and hoping, in the confcious ardour of his endeavours,
to reconcile his parifliioners to that fyftem of inftrudtion which
he thought belt fuited to their condition, and moft confiftent

with chriftianity, he refufcd a prefentation to a church in Air-
fliire, offered him. by Mr. Montgomery of Coilsfield ; and an-
other offered him by the amiable but unfortunate earl of Kil-

marnock. At length he accepted of a prefentation to a church
in Glafgow, the place of his nativity, v/here moll of his rela-

tions refided ; where he could have opportunities of converf-

ing with his literary friends, and where the field for doing
good was more extehfive. He was firft appointed minifter cf
the Wynd-church in that city : and, after the building of St.

Andrew's church, one of the molt elegant places of public wor-
VoL. IV. Z iliip
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fhip in Scotland, he was removed thither. His audience was at

no time fo numerous, but efpecially during the laft five-and-

twenty years of his Hfe, as thofe wlio valued good compofi-

tion and liberality of lentiment apprehended that he deferved.

Inftead of the ablfvufe tenets of fpeculative theology, and the

myfterious dotlrines inculcated by many popular clergymen in

the church of Scotland, he thought his flock would be better

edified by fuch a plain expofition of their duty, as was laid

down in the precepts and example of Jefus ; and by fuch a di-

re£l:, but judiiious application to themfelves, as in their fitu-

ation feemed requiiite. But this mode of inllruftion has never

been very fafhionabfe. Not much reliOied in Galilee and

]erufalem, when praflifed by one who fpake as never man
fpake, it was not likely to become more popular in Clydefdale

and the city of Glafgow. But, though Craig might regret,

what feemed to him the mifguided or miftaken fentiments of

many who profefled themfelves chrlftians ; yet, fledfall in his

own opinions, founded on mature refiecftion, and unmoved by
the undifcriminating praife or blame of the multitude, he dill

perfifted in the delivery of fuch doirtrines as his reafon convin-

ced him were mod eflential to the real improvement and eternal

welfare of his hearers.—In truth, though Craig's early atten-

tion to good compofiiion, and to what was accounted liberality

of opinion in religious matters, fliewed a turn of mind a good

deal difFerent from the fpirit and improvement of the times,

he was not altogether fingular. Clerk, miniller of the gofpel

at Neiifbon, Paton at Renfrew, Fleming at Kilmacolm, War-
ner at Kilbarchen, Dr. Wiihart, his predeceflbr in the Wynd-
church, and Dr. Leechman, his contemporaries or intimate

friends, were eminent promoters of true learning, correct tafte,

and fuch views of religion as Itemed to them more agreeable

to the original form of chriilianity, than thofe ufuaUy recom-

mended by many popular prefDyterian preachers. Craig about

this time married tlie daugliter of Mr. Anderfon, a confidera-

ble merchant in Glafgow. She lived with him fixteen years ;

and by her he had feveral ciiildren ; two of whom, namely

William, an eminent lawyer at the fcottifn bar ; and John, a

merchant in Glafgow, furvived their father. But the excellent

underHanding and amiable difpofitions of his wife, which ren-

dered his married ftate happy, contributed, by their painful re-

collection, to embitter the futTerings of his declining age.

She died in the year 1758: and though he afterwards formed

a very happy marriage with the daughter of Gilbert Kennedy
efq. of Auchtifardel, he fcareely ever recovered the fliock of

his firft feparation. Several years before he died, his drength

and health gradually declined : his fpirits were overwhelmed

wth melinchjly : he feemed to have loft the poiver of enjoy-

o ing
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jng happhiefs : no amufement could relieve his cleprefTions :

he lamented that he was become ufclefs ; and that he felt,

not only his body, but the faculties of his foul impaired. His
fufferings were heightened by many additional afflidlions

; par-

ticularly by the death of his fon Alexander, a very agreeable

young man, who had been bred a merchant, but who was
Itrongly inclined to the ftudy of polite literature : and foon
after by the death of his fecond wife, whofe affectionate aflidu-

ities had been invariably employed in endeavouring to folace

and fupport his infirmities. In this ftate of feeblenefs and de-

jedlion, notwithftanding the unwearied attention Of his fur-

viving fens, he continued to languifli : and, at length, in the

feventy-fifth year of his age, he was releafed by an eafy death.

Great fenfibility fecms to have given the general and prevailing

colour to his charader. It rendered his piety devout, his be-
nevolence tender, and 'lis friendfhip affedllonate. In the cul-

ture of his underflanding it inclined him to thofe ftudies that

pleafe by their beautiful imagery, or touch the heart with
agreeable feelings. He was therefore very early addi£led to
claffical learning ; and cherifhed thofe views of religion that

reprefent both God and man in a favourable light. Such fen-

timents and propenfities, though not altogether fingular at the
time that he commenced his ftudies, were however fo rare

among ftudents of theology, that, fpeaking figuratively, we
may call them fingular. But fingularity of difpofition or opi-

nion is ufually difliked or oppofed. The man of fortitude

and ftrong nerves encounters the oppofition ; and either makes
converts, or, by a bold authoritative tone, though he fails to

conciliate affection, impofes refpect. But the man of extreme
fenfibility, yieldmg to his native bias, is afraid of the ftruggle,

declines the contelt ; and, excepting in the retirements of con-
fidential friendfliip, not only appears, but really becomes Ihy
and referved. This difpofition is nearly allied to modefty,
and even humblenefs of mind ; yet tlie appearance of difl:ance

it fo often affumes, is mifreprefented by the undifcerning mul-
titude j and, by a violent mifapplication of terms, is mifcon-
ftrued into pride. Efi^ecls almoft of an oppofite appearance
are produced by the fame principle, yet tend in their final

iflue to confirm this miftaken referve. The man of fenfibility,

confcious of pov»^ers, exerts them •, and, confclous of his own
candour, expects fuitable returns. He is difappointed. The
obfervation of men is otherwife engaged : accidental circum-
llances, and other caufes than fuch as arlfe from perverfion of
mind, carry away their attention from the merit that claims
and deferves their notice. Of thefe the. man of fhy and re-

tired fenfibility is not aware ; he becomes (till more cautious
in his intercourfe with mankind-, more fliv, and more retired.

Z 2
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But Craig, under the facred fhade, and In the retirements of
intimate and confidential friendfliip, v/as unreferved, open, and
even ardent. The fpirit of real enjoyment, with which in.

his better days he engaged in familiar and literary converfation

with his friends, di (played the moft interefting view of his

chara6ler. Converfations on the merits of elegant authors,

both antient and irtodern, but, above all, the liberal dlfcuffion

of moral and religious topics, were the joy of his foul. On
thefe occafions, his eyes, naturally animated, fparkled with ad-

ditional luflrc; his voice, naturally niuGcal, became delight-

fully mellow ; his features brightened, for his heart glowed.
Thefc were blelTed intervals, anticipations perhaps of what he
now enjoys. By degrees, tliis glowing mood became tinged

with melancholy : at ftrfl it was amiable and interelling j but
became at laft diftrefsful. The fenfibility which gave him
fuch moments of rapture, had not perhaps been duly managed ;

and contributed to or occafioned his fufFerings. It had ren-

dered him averfe to indifcriminate fociety, and thus precluded

him from many innocent means of relieving the laffitude, or

alleviating the weight of declining age. It quickened his

fenfe of misfortune, and rendered his allli(5lion for the lofs of

friends too poignant. It overwhelmed him with too much
forrow, if at any time he apprehended that the affe£lion of

thofe in whofe love he traded had fuifered change. His
fenfe of deity was flrong and lively. Even though the dejec-

tion and the defpondency of affliction might at times have
brought a gloomy cloud between him and the radiance of hea-

ven, the cloud was tranfient : his religious opinions, founded
not merely on feeling but on conviction, were permanent

:

and even in the earlier periods of his life he often lamented
that men of worth and integrity were not pious; and though
they performed many charitable and diuaterefled acSlions from
very laudable motive?;, yet that their conduct did not feem
to be founded on any principles of religion. It might be friend-

ihip, it might be compalhoa, it might be beneficence ; but it

wanted thofe aids, thofe fupports and comforts, wliich alone

could arife from hope and truft in God. It is unneceflary to

fay of fuch a charatler, that he was juit, charitable and tem-

perate. His virtues were thofe of a chriftian, his failings

•were thofe incident to the weaknefs of human nature ; and his

fufFerings were occafioned, or much aggravated by his feelings.

It is confiHent with his own opinions to fay, that if there be a

region beyond the grave into wliich human weaknefs can have

no admilfion, where there is employment for every excellent

talent, and obje£is for every worthy atleilion, he is fupremely

blefied.

CRAKANTHORP (Richard), originated from a gentle-

man's
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^iian*sfamily nt Strickland in Vv^eflmoreland, was born in the with
century, admitted in queen's college in Oxford, wiiere he was
afterwards fellow. He was efleemed a celebrated preacher,

and a deep controverHal divine, and was particularly admired

by the puritanical party. When king James I. fcnt the lord

Evers ambalTador to the emperor, Mr. Crakanthorp went along

with him as chaplain ; and upon his return, he was chaplain to

the billiop of London, and prefented to areftory near Braintry in

Eflex. He had the reputation of a general fcholar, and, be-

fides his being a great mafler in univerfity- learning, he was a

confiderable canonifl, and perfeftly acquainted with ecclefi-

aftical antiquity, and fcholaftic divinity. He died in 1624, at

his rectory of Black-Notley. His works are : i. Ju'Hnian the

emperor defended againft cardinal Baronius. 2. IntrodutStio in

metaphyficam, lib. 4. 3. A defence of Conftantine, with a trea-

tife of the pope's temporal monarchy. 4. Det^nfio ecclefise an-

glicance contra M. Anton, de dominis archiepifc. iSpalatenfis

injurias: this book has the character of a molt exa£l piece of

controverfy. 5. Vigilius dormitans ; or, a treatife of the 5th

general council held at Conftantinople, ann. 553. 6. Logicse li-

bri quinque, &c.

CRAMER (John Frederic), a learned profelTor at Duif-

bourg, bore the title of counfellor to the king of Prulha, and

was the refident of this prince at Amflerdam. He died at the

Hague in 1715, after having been diftinguiftied by his Ikill in

civil law, languages, and the fcience of medals. Befides a

latin tranflation of PufFendorf's introdu£lion to hillory, we
have a work of his, intituled, " Vindicias nominis Germanici

contra quofda mobtreitatores Gallos;" directed chiefly againft

an impertinent queflion of the jefuit Bouhours, AVhcther a

German could have wit ? " Si un Allemand peut etre bel-

cfprit ?"

CRAMER (Gabkiel), born at Geneva in 1694, was a pu-

pil of John Bernoulli, and a profefTor of mathematics from the

age of rp. He was known all over Europe, and was of the aca-

demies of London, Berlin, Montpelier, Lyons, Bologna. He
died, in 1752, abfolutely worn out with application, at the

baths of Languedoc, whither he had repaired for the recovery

of his health. Befides an excellent work or tv/o of his own,
he made a moft important and interefting colIe£lion of the

works of James and John Bernoulli, which were publilhed,

1743, under his infpedion and care, in 6 vols. 4to.

CRANE (Thomas), was born at Plymouth, and was edu-

cated at Exeter college, Oxford ; after which he was prefented

to the living of Rumpefham in Dorfetfliire, by Oliver Crom-
well. He continued in this living till 1662, when he was
ejected for refufing to comply v/ith the afl of uniformity, and

Z -i xh^n
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then he preached privately till the revolution, when he becami*'

paftor of a large congregation. He died in 17 14. He was the

author of a treatife on Divine Providence.

CRANMER (Thomas), an englifh archbifhop, and memora-
ble for having endured martyrdom in the caufe of proteftantifm,

was defcended from an antient family in Nottinghamlhire, and

born at Afladlon in that county, 1489. In 1503 he was
admitted of Jefus college in Cambridge, of which he became
fellow ; diftinguifliing himfelf in the mean time by uncommon
abilities and application to letters. Soon after he was M. A.

he married, and loft his fellowftiip j but, his wife dying in child-

bed within a year, he was again admitted into it. In 1523 he

was made D. D. The moft immediate caufe of his advancement

in the church, was the opinion he gave upon Kenry Vlllth's di-

vorce from Catherine of Spain. For having, on account of the

plague at Cambridge, retired to Waltham abbey in Effex, where

a relation of his lived, Edward Fox the king's almoner, and

Stephen Gardiner the fecretary, accidentally came to thathoufe.

Here the converfation turning upon the king's divorce, which

was then almoft the only thing talked of, Cranmer, who was well

knov/n to the other two, being defired to fpeak upon that point,

delivered it as his opinion, *' That it would be much better to

have this queftion, whether a man may marry his brother's wife

or no? difculled and decided by the divines upon the authority of

God's word, than thus from year to year to prolong the time

by having recourfe to the pope : that there was but one truth in

it, which the fcripture would foon declare and manifeft, being

handled by learned men j and that might be done as well at the

univerfities here in England, as at Rome, or elfewhere." This

opinion being communicated by Fox to the king, his majefty

approved of it much ; faying, that *' the man ha^d the fow by the

right ear." Cranmer, upon this, was fent fot to court, made
the king's chaplain, placed in the family of Thomas Boleyne earl

of Wiltftiire and Ormond, and ordered to write upori the fub-

je£l: of the divorce. He did fo ; and fhewcd, by the teftimonies

of the fcriptures, of general councils, and antient writers, that

the bifhop of Rome had not authority fufficient to difpenfe with

the word of God : from which we may learn, that the reforma-

tion, which Luther had fet on foot in Germany In 151 7, had

alfo made fome progrefs, in the hearts of men at leaft, here in

England. When he had finifhed his book, he went to Cam-
bridge to difpute upon that point, and brought many over to his

opinion. About this time he was prefented to a living, and made
archdeacon of Taunton.

In 1530 he was fent, with fome others, into France, Italy,

and Germany, to difcufs the affair of the king's marriage. At

Jlomehe got his book prefented to the pope, and offered to dif-

putc
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putc openly againft the validity of Henry's maniage ; but no-

body chole to engage him. While he was at Rome, the pope
conltitutcd him his penitentiary throughout England, Ireland,

and Wales j not fo much, we may imagine, out of kindnefs and
rcfpedl: to him, as to quiet and appeafe that reforming fpirit,

which he had already difcovered. In Germany he was ible ara-

bafTador upon the forementioned affair: and, during his refi-

dence there, married at Nuremberg a fecond wife. Upon the

death of Warham, archbilhop of Canterbury, in Augult 1532,
Cranmer was noniinated his fuccclTor ; but he rcfufed to accept

of that dignity, unlcfs he was to receive it immediately from the

king without the pope's intervention. He was confecrated in

March 1533 ; at which time he made an unufual protcllacion,

which the curious reader may fee in the appendix to Strype's

Memorials, &c. His defign by this expedient was to preferve

to himfelf the liberty of doing his duty to God, the king, and his

country, in fpite of the pope's interpofitions ; and this made
him renounce every claufc in his oath, which feemed to bar him
from it. May 23, 1533, he pronounced the fentence of di-

vorce between king Henry and queen Catherine ; and likewife

married the king to Anne Boleyne the 28th : though lord Her-
bert fays, in his hiilory of Henry VIII. that Cranmer did not
marry him, but only was prefent while another did it. The
pope threatening him with excommunication for his fentence

againft queen Catherine, he appealed from his holinefs to a ge-
neral council J and ever after difputed againll the pope's fupre-

macy.
He now began to a£l vigorouily in the work of the reforma-

tion ; and, as the firft ftep towards it, procured the Bible to be
tranllated into englifh, and to be difperfed. Next he forwarded
the dilTolution of the monafteries ; and, in 1535, performed a

provincial vifitation, for the fake of recommending the king's fu-

premacy, which he did in many places by preaching. In his

iermons he {hewed, i . That the bifhop of Rome was not God's
vicar upon earth, as he was taken to be ; and declared by what
arts he had ufurpcd that authority. 2. That the holinefs that

fee fo much boalled of, and by which name the popes affe£ted

to be ftyled, was but a holinefs in nan-iC \ and that there was no
fuch holinefs at Rome ; whence he took occafion to launch out
into the vices of the court of Rome. 3. He inveighed againft

the bifhop of Rome's laws, which, he faid, were mifcalled

dlvhhe legesy TiwAfacri canones. In 1536 he divorced king Henry
from Anne Boleyne. In 1537 he vifited his diocefe, and en-
deavoured to abolifh the fuperflitious obfervation of holidays.

In 1539 he and fome bifhops fell under the king's difpleafure,

becaufe they would not confent in parliament, that the monaf-
teries fliould be fupprefled for the king's fole ufe. Cranmer had

Z 4 projected
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projefted that out of the revenues of thofe nurferies of idlencfs,

a provifion fliould be made in every cathedral, for readers of

divinity, and of greek and hebrew, and a great number of

ftudents, whom the bifliop might tranfplant out of this nurfery

into all the parts of his diocefe ; but this defign mifcarried. He
alfo flrenuoufly oppofed the aft for the fix articles, in the houfc

of lords, fpcaking three days againft it ; and, upon the paffing of

that ftatute, fent away his wife into Germany. In 1540 he was
one of the commiihoners for infpefting into matters of religion,

and for explaining fome of its main do£lrines ; and the book,

intituled, *' A neceflary erudition of a chriltian man," was the

refult of their commiffion.

After lord Cromwell's death, in whofe behalf he had written

to the king, he retired, and lived in great privacy, not meddling

at all in ftate aftairs. In 1541 he gave orders, purfuant to the

king's diredlions, for taking away fuperftitious (brines ; and the

year following procured the a£t for the advancement of true

religion, and the abolifhment of the contrary, which moderated

the rigour of the fix articles. In 1543 his enemies preferred ac-

cufations againft him, for oppofing the fix articles, and other

parts of popery. Nay, he was complained of in the houfe of

commons, for preaching herefy againft the facrament of the al-

tar -, and alfo in the privy-council, where the fubftance of his

accufation was, " that he, with his learned men, had fo infeded

the whole realm with their unlavoury doftrine, that three parts

of the land were become abominable heretics ; that it might

prove dangerous to the king, being like to produce fuch commo-
tions and uproars as were fprung up in Germany : and there-

fore they defired, that the archbiftiop might be fent to the

Tower, till he could be examined." All thefe were fuppofed to

be contrivances of Gardiner, and would have been fufficientfor

his ruin, if the king had not protcfted him.

Upon Henry's deceafe, he was one of the regents of the king-

dom, and one of the executors of his will; and Feb. 20, 1546,

crowned Edward VI. to wdiom he had been godfather •, as he

had been alfo to the lady Elizabeth. Soon after he caufed the

homilies to be compofed, compofing fome of them himfelf ; and

laboured earneiilyin promoting the reformation. For this pur-

pofe he procured the repeal of the fix articles -, the eftablifh-

ment of the communion in both kinds, and a new oflice for tlie

facrament; the revifal and amendment of the other ofEoes of

the church; frequent preaching; a royal vifitation to infpe*!!;

into the manners and abilities of the clergy; and vifited his

own dloceie himfelf for the hme purpcfe. in 1549 he was

one of the commiffioners for examining bifliop Bonner, with a

pow?r to imprifon or deprive him of his bifliopric. The fame

'i-ear he ordained fcveral priefts and deacons, according to the

new
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new form of ordination in the common-prayer book; which
through his care was now finilhed, and fettled by acl of par-

liament. A review was made of this book towards the end of

the next year; and in 1552 it was printed again with amend-
ments and alrerations, and authorized by parliament. In 1553
he oppofed die new fettlement of the crown upon Jane Gray,
and would no way be concerned in that affair ; nor would he
join in any of Dudley's ambitious projects : however, upon the

death of Edward VI. he appeared for her.

But now, after the acceifion of queen Mary, his troubles came
on apace. He was hrft ordered to appear before the council,

and bring an inventory of his goods ; which he did Aug. 27,
when he was commanded to keep his houfe, and be forth-

coming. Sept. 13, he was again fummoned before the council,

and ordered to be at the Star-chamber the next day ; when he
was committed to the Tower, partly for fetting his hand to the

inflrument of lady Jane's fucceffion, and partly for the public

offer he had made a little before, of juftifying openly the reli-

gious proceedings of the late king. Nov. 3, he was attainted,

and found guilty of high treafon, upon which the fruits of his

fee were fequellered ; but upon his humble and repeated appli-

cation, he M'as pardoned the treafon, and It was refolv^d he
fhould be proceeded againfl for herefy. April 1554, he, Ridley,

and Latimer, were removed to Oxford, in order for a public

difputation with the papilts, which was accordingly held upon
the i8th; and two days after, they were brought before the

commiflioners, and afked, whether they would fubfcribe to

popery ? which they unanimouQy rcfufmg, were condemned as

heretics. Some of Cranmer's friends petitioned the queen in his

behalf; putting her in mind, how he had once preferved her in

her father's life-time. For the king, it feems, was refolved to

fend her to the Tower, and to make her fuffer as a fubjetl, be-
caufe (he would not obey the laws of the realm, in renouncing the

pope's authority and religion ; but was prevented by Cranmer's
intercelTion. This however had no effed upon the queen, who
was determined to give him up : and a new commiffion was
fent from Rome for his trial and conviftion. Accordingly,

Sept. 12, 1555, he appeared before the commiflioners at St.

Mary's church in Oxford, where he was accufed of blafphemy,
perjury, incontinency, and herefy : of blafphemy and herefy,

for his writings againft popery ; of perjury, for breaking his

oath to the pope ; and of incontinency, on account of his being
married. At lad he was cited to appear at Rome within 80
days, to anfwer in perfon ; but no care being taken to fend

him, he was, by an order from thence, degraded and de-

prived.

Hitherto he had manifefted much courage and wifdom In his

fufferings,
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fufFerlngs, but at kft human frailty made him commit what
has been deemed a mod capital error ; for, from various mo-
tives, that efpecially of faving his hfe, he was artfully drawn in

by the papifls to fign a recantation, wherein he renounced the

proteftant religion, and re-embraced all the errors of popery.

But neither did this work at all upon Mary, who was ilill re-

folved to commit him to the flames ; and who fcon after fent

for Dr. Cole, provolt of Eton, and gave him inftrucStions to pre-

pare a fermon for that mournful occafion. Feb. 24, a writ was
ligned for the burning of Cranmer ; and on March 21, which
was the fatal day, he was brought to St. Mary's church, and
placed on a kind of (lage over-againft the pulpit. While Cole

was haranguing, Cranmer exprelTed great inv/ard confufion ;

often lifting his hands and eyes to heaven, and frequently pour-

ing out floods of tears. At the end of the fermon, when Cole
deiired him to make an open profeflTion of his faith, as he had
promifed him he would, he firll prayed in the mofl: fervent man-
ner. Then he exhorted the people prefent, not to fet their

minds upon the world ; to obey the queen j to love each other ;

and to be charitable. After which he made a confeflTion of his

faith, beginning with the Creed, and concluding with thefe

words, " And i believe every word and fentence taught by our

faviour Jefus Chrifl:, his apofliles and prophets, in the old and

new Teftament. And now, added he, I come to the great thing

that fo muchtroubleth my confcience, more than anything I

ever did or faid in my whole life ; and that is, the fetting abroad

a writing contrary to the truth, which I here now renounce as

things written with my hand, contrary to the truth which I

thought in my heart, and written for fear of death, and to favc

my life if it might be •, that is, all fuch bills or papers which I

have written and figned with my hand fince my degradation,

wherein I have written many things untrue. And for as much
as my hand offended, writing contrary to my heart, my hand

ihall firll be puniflied : for, when I come to the fire, it fhall be

firil burned. As for the pope,I refufe him, as Chrift's enemy
and antichrifl, with all his falfe do£lrine ; and as for the facra-

ment, I believe as I have taught in my book againft the biftiop

of 'Vv''inchefl:er." Thunder-ftruck as it were with this unex-

pected declaration, the enraged popifh crowd admoniflied him

not to diilcmble :
" Ah," replied he with tears, " fince 1 have

lived hitherto, 1 have been a hater of falfehood, and a lover of

fimplicity, and never before this time have 1 diflembled." Upon
which, they pulled him ofi^ the llage with the utmofl fury, and

hurried him to the place of his martyrdom, over againft Baliol

college ; where he put ©ft' his clothes with halle, and Handing

in his fiiirt, and without (hoes, was faftened v/ith a chain to the

flake. Some preihng him to agree to his former recantation, he

anfwered.
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i^i.nvered, (hewing his hand, " This is the hand that wrote, and
therefore it fhall liril fufFer puniflunent." Fire being applied to

him, he llretched out his right hand into the flame, and held ic

there unmoved, except that once he wiped his face with it, till

it was confumed -, crying with a loud voice, " This hand hath

offended " and often repeating, " This unworthy right hand !"

At laft, the lire getting up, he foon expired, never llirring or

crying out all the v/hile ; only keeping his eyes fixed to heaven,

and repeating more than once, " Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit
!"

He died in his 67tb year.

He was an open, generous, honeft man ; a lover of truth,

and an eneray of falfehood and fuperilition. He was gentle and
moderate in his temper ; and though heartily zealous in the

caufe of the reformation, yet a friend to the perfons of thofe

who moft llrenuouily oppofed it. Thus, in 1534, he endeavoured
to fave the lives of bifhop Fiflier and fir 1 homas Moore ; and
afterwards, when Tonftall biihop of Durham came into trouble,

and a bill was brought into the houfe of lords for attainting him,
Cranmer fpoke freely, nay, protefted againit it. He was a
great patron of learning and the univeriities, and extended his

care alfo to thofe protellant foreigners who fled to England
from the troubles in Germany ; fuch as Bucer, made profelfor

of divinity, and Fagius, profefibr of the hebrew tongue, at

Cambridge ; Peter Martyr, profeflbr of divinity at Oxford ;

John a Lafco, Ochinus, Tremeliius, &c. He v/as a*vcry learned

man himftlf, and author of feveral works, printed and un-
printed [b].

[b] His printed works are, i. An ac- anfwered, and Cranmer went through
count of Mr. Pole's book, concerning king three parts of a reply, but did not live to

Ijenry the Vlllth's marriage, z. Let- finifli it : however, it was publilhed. 14.
ters to divers peilbns ; to king Henry the Preface to the engliih tranllation of the

Vllhh, fecretdry Cromwell, fir William bitjle. 15. A fpeech in the houfe of
Cecil, and to foieign divines. j.Thiee lords, concerning a general council. 16.
difcourfes upon his review of the king's Letter to Henry Vlil. in juftiiication of
book, intituled, The erudition of a chnf- Anne Koleyne, May 3, 1:35. 17. The
tian man. 4. Other difcourfes of his. reafons that led him to oppofe the fix ar-

5. Tlic bifliop's book, in which he had a tides. 18. Refolution of fome queftions

part. 6. Aiifwers to the fifteen articles concerning the facrament. 19. Injunc-
of the rebels in Devonftire in 1S49- 7- tioiis given at his vifitation within the

The exammation of noil joints of reli- diocefe of Hereford. 20. A colleiSion of
gion. 8. A form for the alteration of the paffages out of the canon law, ta (hew the

mafs into a communion, g. Some of the necelfny of reforming it. 21. Some queries

homilies. 10. A catechifm, intituled, A in order to the correrting of feveral abufes.

Jhort inlfrudlion to chriftian religion, for iz. Concerning a further reformation,

the Angular profit of children and young and againft facrilege. 23. Anfwers to

people. II. Againft unwritten verities, fome queries concerning confirmation. z\,
I?,. A dtferce of the true and catholic Some confideraiions offered to king Ld-
doctrine ol the facrament of the body and ward VI. to induce him to proceed 10 h
blood ot our faviviur Chnft; &c. 13. An further reformation. 25. Anfwertothe
anfwer to Gardiner bifliop of Wiuchefter, privy-council, 26. M an ifefto againft the

who wrote agamlt the deience, &c. Lond. mzU.

1551, reprinted i<;So. It was tranfiated Thofe works of Cranmer, which ftill

Into latin by fi; John Chekc. Gardiner remain in Mb. are, i. Two Urge vo-

lumes
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CRASHAW (Richard), who was in Kls life-time Iionoureci

with the friendfhip of Cowley, and fince his death by the praife

of Mr. Pope, who condefcended both to read his poems and to

borrow from them ; was the fon of William Crafhaw, an emi-

nent divine, and educated at the Charter-houfe near London.
He was then fent to Pembroke-hall in Cambridge, and was af-

terwards of Peter-houfe, where he was fellow ; in both which
colleges he was dillinguirned for his latin and englilh poetry.

Afterwards he was eje£led from his fellowfhip, together with

many others, for denying the covenant in the time of the re-

bellion ; and he changed his religion, being by catholic artifices

perverted to the church of Rome ; not converted^ but rather, as

Pope fays, oiitivitted. He went to Paris, in hopes of recom-

mending himfelf to fome preferment there ; but being a mere
fcholar, was incapable of executing the new plan he had formed.

There he fell into great diftrefs, which Cowley the poet hearing

of, in 1646, very kindly fought him out, gave him all the aflift-

ance he could, and at lad got him recommended to Henrietta

Maria queen of England, then refiding at Paris.' Obtaining

from her letters of recommendation, he travelled into Italy ; and

by virtue of thofe letters, became fecretary to a cardinal at Rome,
and at laft one of the canons or chaplains of the rich church of

our Lady at Loretto, fome miles diitance from thence, where

he died, and was buried a ?nut 1650.

Before he left England, he wrote certain poems, intituled,

*' Steps to the Temple ;" To thefe are joined other poems
called " The delights of the AJufes," wherein are feveral latin

poems. He has alfo written " Carmen Deo noftro," being

hymns and other facred poems addrefled to the countefs of

Denbigh. He was excellent in five languages bcfides his mo-
ther tongue, namely, hebrew, greek, latin, italian, and fpanifti.

We cannot le^ve Crafiiaw however without obfervlng, that the

time, manner, and other circumftances of his converfion to

popery, have left fome little blemifh upon him, as they cer-

tainly give room to fufpe£l the fincerity and uprightnefs of

his motives.

CRASSO (Laurence), baron of Pianura, and known in the

republic of letters by his hiPcory of the greek poets, publilhcd in

J 678 under the title of " Ifloria de' poeti grseci e di quei che'n

grxca hngua han poetato. Napoli." 'J his work was highly

lumes of col!e£tions out of the holy fcrip- 5CI. 2. The lord Burleigh had fix or

ture, the antient fathers, and later doc- kven volumes more of his writing. 3.

tors and fchoolmen. Thefc arc in ij-.e Dr. Burnet mentions two volumes more

king's library. When they were ottered ihot he had feen. 4. There are alfo

to file, they were valued at lool. but feveral letters of his in the Cotton li-

bifhop Beveridge and Dr Jane, appraiferi brary,

for the kiug, brought down the fnce i«

commended
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commended by the Italians, anxl as much depreciated by the

I'reuch, who wrote the following epitaph upon the author

:

Cy git le fieur Laurent Craffe,

Dont J'ignorance fut trcs craiie.

He took the principal part of his accounts from the dialogue^

of Giraldus, and the pinacotheca of James Nicius Erythr«us.

He pubiilhed alfo the eulogiumo of the literati of Venice in 2
Vols. 4to. 1666.

CRATES, ion of Afcondus, difciple of Diogenes the cynic.

Was born at Thebes in Boeotia. He addiclicd hiinfelf early in

life to philofophy ; and that he might not be diftracled by tem-

poral concerns, he fold his effecls and gave the produce to the

poor. At lead we are told fo by Antillhenes, and after him by
Diogenes Laertius. Philoftratus, who relates the fame faft,

lays, that he threw his money into the fea, faying: " Perilli,

fatal riches ! I thus make away with you, for fear you fliould

make away with me." Others fay, that he depofited this money
with a bunker, on condition that he fliould give it to his chil-

dren, if they (hould prove mad, that is, if they fhould ncgle£l

philofophy ; and to the public if they fliould cultivate it, as in

that cafe they would not want it. The following whimficai

tarif of expences is attributed to him : To a cook fhould be gi-

ven two min?e, to a phyflcian a drachma, to a flatterer five ta-

lents, to an advifer fmoke, a talent to a courtezr^n, and three

oboles to a philofopher. Being alted of what ate philofophy

was to him ? " To teach me," returned he, " to be contented

with a vegetable diet, and to live exempt from care and trou-

ble." Ugly by nature, he made himfelf more fo by tl:e floven-

linefs of his drefs. Alexander, curious to fee this cynic, of-

fered to rebuild Thebes the place of his nativity :
" To what

purpofe .'"' interrogated Crates. " Another Alexander will de-

flroy it afrefh. The contempt of fame, and my complacency
with poverty ftand me in flead of a country : thele are comforts

that are above the reach of fortune." At Athens he was held

in the higheft veneration for his virtue. Knowing the force

of this fort of public authority, he employed it in improving

the morals of his countrymen. Patient under injuries, he took

no other revenge for a blow he had received from a certain

Nicodromus, than by writing under the mark of it on his cheek,

Nicodromus fecit. Crates had two daughters by his wife Hip-

parcha, who were married to two of his difciples. He flourifh-

ed about the year 328, before the vulgar sera. Some letters

of his appear in the " Epiftolss Cynica;," printed at the Sor-

bonne, without date : a fcarce book.

CRATES, an academic philofopher of Athens, and difciple

of Polemo, whom he fuccceded in his fchool toward the year

272
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272 before Chrift. Thefe tw© pliilcfophers lived upon tKc

flridleft terms of friendfhip. Crates had for difciples Arcefi-

laus, Eion of Borlllhenes, and Theodorus, the chief of a fe6l.

lie was emp]oyed by his countrymen in feveral enibafhes.

CRATINUS, an antient comic poet, of whom we (houht

have known next to nothing, had not Qiiintili.m, Horace,
and Pcrfius, mentioned him and EupoUs, together with Ariilo-

phanfes, as tlie great mailers of wliat we call the antient co-

medy.
Cratinus was famous in the 81 ft olympiad, fome 20 or 30

years before Ariftophanes. He was an Athenian born, and, as

far as we can find, fpent all his long life in his own native city ;

where, if he did not invent comedy, he was at leafl the firft who
brought it into fome form and method, and made it fit for the

entertainment of a civilized audience. It is true^ indeed, that

the art, under this firft refinement, retained too many marks
of its rude original. Perfons and vices were expofed in bare-

faced fatire, and the chief magiftrates of the commonwealth ri-

diculed by name upon the ftage •, as we find in Plutarch's Life

of Pericles feveral paffages out of Cratinus's plays, where he
refle6led boldly on that great general. Cratinus appears to have

been an exceihve drinker ; and the excufe he gave for the vice

was, that it was abfolutely neceflary to warm his fancy, and to

put a foul into his verfe. Hence Horace, epift. i. 19. quotes

his authority to fliew v/hat fhort-lived things the offspring of

water poets comm.only prove : and for the fame reafon, Arifto-

phanes, in his Irene, hao given us a pleafant account of Crati-

nus's death j when he fays that it was caufed by a fatal fwoon,

at the fight of a noble cafic of wine fplit in pieces and wafhing

the ftreets. The time of it is preferved in the fame jeft of

Ariftophanes, and referred to the year in v.-hich the Lacedae-

monians firft invefted Athens; namely, in the 37th olympiad.

Suidas tells us, that he wrote 21 plays ; leaving only this fliort

defcription of his excellencies, that he vt'as " fplendid and ani-

mated in his characlers."

Eupolis was an Athenian too, and followed the fame profef-

fion of diverting the common people with the vices and mif-

carriages of their governors. He was but 1 7 when he ventured

upon the theatre; where he feems to have been more fevere and
impartial than Cratinus. For Pericles and Cimon being the

two oppofite patriots, and leading men in thofe times, Eupolis'

fpared neither party ; whereas Cratinus, though he expofed

Pericles, yet (hewed a great refpc6l for Cimon, and commend-
ed him in fome verfes cited by Plutarch. Eupolis, according to

Suidas, periflied by fliipwreck in the war with the Lacedaemo-

nians ; on which occaf.on it was afterwards publicly prohibitedj

that a poet fliould ferve in war. Cicero obferves it to bs a common
notion.

J
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iiotion, that Eupolls was thrown Into the fea by Alcibiades, for

trnducing him in one of his plays : but adds withal, that Era-

tollhenes has confuted this vulgar error, by giving a lift of the

comedies which he wrote, after the time pitched on for that

misfortune. He was the author of 17 plays; but nothing of

his, any more than of Cratinus, is extant.

CRATIPPUS, pronounced by Cicero to be by far the great-

eft of all the peripatetic philofophers he ever heard, was of Mity-

lene, and taught philoibphy there. He went afterwards to

Athens, where he followed the fame profeflion ; and amonglt

his difciples had Cicero's fon. Cicero had an high efteem for

him, and prevailed upon Cxfar to grant him the freedom of

Rome -, and afterwards engaged the Areopagus to make a de-

cree, by which Cratippus was defired to continue at Athens, as

an ornament to the city, and to read leftures to the youth there.

We may be fure that thefe le£lures muft have been very in-

ftru^tive and engaging, fince Brutus went to hear them, when
he was preparing for the war againft Marc Antony. Cratippus

had the art of making himfelf agreeable to his difciples, and of

pleafmg them by his converfation, which was free fi'om that

pedantic gravity fo common to men in his fituation. This
appears from a letter of young Cicero, where there is the fol-

lowing paffage :
" Know then that Cratippus loves me not as

a difciple, but as a fon ; and as I am very well pleafed to hear

his le£lures, fo I am extremely delighted with the fweetnefs of

his temper. 1 prevail with him whenever I can to fup with
me j and this being nov%' cuftomary, he comes often to us un-

awares, when we are at fupper ; and, laying afide his philofophic

gravity, he is fo kind as to laugh and joke with us." There are

other proofs befide this, that Cratippus was a man who under-
flood life as well as philofophy. After the battle of Pharfalia,

Fompey went to Mitylene ; where the inhabitants paid their

refpecfts to him, and Cratippus among them. Ponipey com-
plained, as Plutarch tells us, and difputcd a little upon divine

providence ; but Cratippus gently yielded to him, giving him
hopes of better times, left he ftiould have tii-ed and vexed him
with anfweving and refuting his objecfions. If Cratippus had
been a pedant, and his knowledge had not extended bevond
fchool learning, he v*'ould have followed Pompey till he went
on board, and would have had the laft word. He would have
puflied his common-place arguments to the laft j and have
taken more pride in vanquifliing him In a difpute, than Casfar
had in a drawn battle. Cratippus wrote fome pieces about di-

vination ; and is fuppofed to be the fame with him whom Ter-
tuUian, in his book *' De Anima," has ranked among the writers
upon dreams.

CRATON, or DE CRAFFTHEIM (John), born at Bref-

lau
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lau in 15 19, was phyficlan to the emperors Ferdinand t,

Maximilian II. and Rodolphus II. It was on this occafion

that he parodied a line of Horace : Principibus placuifle viris

non ultima laus eft ; which he thus changes : Caefaribus pla-

cuifTe tribus non ultima laus eft. This doctor died in his own
country in 1585, at the age of 66. He wrote Ifagogc medi-

cinse, Venice, 1560, 8vo. and feveral other works efteemed by
the faculty.

CRAWFORD (David, efq.), was born at Drumfoy near

Glafgow 1665, and brought up to the law j but feldom went to

the bar, his tafte being confined to hiftcry and antiquities, in

which he made very great progrefs. He was appointed hifto-

riographer-royal of Scotland by queen Anne, and certainly no
,

man ever deferved that place better than Mr. Crawford. The
firft work he publiflied was, Memoirs of Scotland during the

times of the four regents, which has gone through two edi-

tions. 1 he next work he publiflied was the Peerage of Scot-

land in one volume folio, which was followed by his Hiftory

of the royal family of Stuart, and a topographical defcription

of the county of Renfrew. In his advanced years he began au

hiftorical account of the great affairs of ftate in Scotland, but

lived only to publifti one volume of it in folio. He alfo wrote

the life of Harry Guithery bifhop of Dunkeld, and died at

DrumfoY 1726, aged 61.

CRAWFORD (William), was born at Kelfo 1676, and

educated In the univerfity of Edinburgh, where he took his de-

grees, and was ordained minifter of a fmall country parifh In

the Merfe. In 171 1 he made a moft vigorous oppofition to

the fettlement of minifters by prefentations, in which he was
fupported by fome of the moft popular clergy in Scotland. In

1734 he took part with Meilrs. Ralph and Ebenezer Erflcine,

but did not think proper to join with them in their fecef-

fion. He wrote a fmall v/ork Intituled Dying thoughts j

and fome fermons which have been publiflied in 2 vols. i2mo.

He died 1742, aged 66.

GRAYER (Caspar de), was born at Antwerp in 1585,

and was a difciple of Raphael Coxis, the fon of that Coxis

who had ftuuied under Raphael ; but he foon fliewed fuch

proofs of genius, and of an elevated capacity, that he far fur-

paiTed his mailer, and therefore quitted him. Afterwards he

made judicious obfervations on the particular excellencies of

the moft renowned mafters to which he had any accefs : and

taking nature for his conftant diredor and guide, he formed

for himfelf a mo.mer that was extremely pleafing. The firft

work which ellablillied him in the favour oi the court of Bruf-

fels, was a portrait of cardinal Ferdinand, brother to the king

of Spain, which he painted at full length, and as large as life.

In
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in that pi<^ure he fucceeded fo happily, that it was fcnt to

Madrid, and received there with fuch concurrent approbation

of the king and the whole court, that it laid the foundation of

the fame and fortune of Grayer. For the king, as an acknow-

ledgement of the painter's merit, fent him a gold chain with a

medal ; and added, as a farther inftance of his favour, an ap-

pointment for a confiderable penfion. But nothing places the

talents of Grayer in a ftronger light, than the teftimony of fo

excellent an artift as Rubens. That great man went to An-
twerp, particularly to vifit Crayer, and to fee his works ; when^

after examining attentively a pidure of his painting, in the re-

fe£lory of the abbey of Affleghem,. he publicly declared that no

painter could furpafs Grayer. Nor was this mafter lefs dif-

tinguifhed by Vandyck, who always exprefled a real efteem

and friendlhip for him, and painted his portrait. He had

fomewhat lefs fire in his compofitions than Rubens ; but his

defign is frequently more correal. His compofition generally

confifted of a fmall number of figures ; and he very judicioufly

avoided the encumbering his defign with fuperfluous particu-

lars, or loading his fubjedl with any thing that feemed not to

contribute to its elegance or probability. He grouped his fi-

gures with exquifite £kill, and his expreffions have all the truth

of nature. There is a remarkable variety in his draperies,

and an equal degree of fimplicity in their folds ; and as to his

colouring, it is admirable. Of all his contemporaries in the art

he was reckoned to approach neareft to Vandyck, not only

in hiftory, but in portrait. He principally painted religious fub-

je£ls, and was continually at work ; and although he lived to

a great age, yet his temperance and conftant regularity preferv-*

ed to him the full ufe of ail his faculties •, and to the laft month
of his life his pencil retained the fame force and freedom which

it poflefled in his moft vigorous days. The fubjeft of that pic-

ture which was fo highly honoured by the approbation of Ru-
bens, is the centurion alighting from his horfe to proftrate him*

felf at the feet of Chrift. It is a capital defign of Crayer ; and

though it confifts of a great number of figures, the harmony
and union are well preferved.

GREBILLON (Prosper Joliot de), a french writer of tra-

gedy, and ufually ranked after Corneille and Racine, was borti

at £)ijon In 1674. He was originally deftined to the profef-

fion of the law, and placed at Paris with that view ; but, the

impetuofity of his paffions rendering him unfit for bufinefs, he

was urged by fome friends, who difcerned very well his natural

turn, to attempt dramatic compofitions He complied, but noc

till after many refufals •, and gave at length a tragedy, which

met with great fucccfs. He then marched on in the career he

had begun, but vi^as checked by a fit of love for an apothecary's

Vol. iV. A a daughter j
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daiighte!r ; which fit of love ended in matriage. His father.

^

doubly enraged at his fon for thus furrendering himfelf to the

two demons of love and poetry, difinherited him ; but falling

fick fome years after, in I'oy, and dying, he re-eftablilhed him
in all his rights. Crebillon was, however, little better for

his acquifitions, the greateft part being probahly walled before

they came, and thus, though high in fame and at the prime of

life, he ftill continued poor. h;e loft his wife in 17 ii, and a

grievous lofs it feems to have been, for they were a moft affec-

tionate pair : nor did fortune look favourably upon him till a

long time after, when he obtained a place in the french aca-

demy, and the employment of cenfor of the police. He was
afterwards in good eircumftances, and happy to the end of his

life, which was a very long one 5 for he did not die till 1762,

aged 88.

He was much regretted and lamented, as old as he M'as ; be-

ing a very worthy man, and of many and great virtues- He
was of a temperament extren.ely robuft, without which he

could not have held out fo long ; for he ate prodigloufly, and

continued to the lafh fo to do. He ilcpt little, and lay as hard as

if upon the floor; not from any pious principle of mortification,

but becaufe he liked it. He vv'as always furrounded with about

30 dogs and cats ^ and ufed to fmoke a deal of tobacco, to keept

his room fweet againft their exhalations. Whenever he was ill

he ufed to manage himfelf according to his own fancy and feel-

ings : for he always made a jell of pliyfic and pliyficians. He
was a dealer in b6?js mots, i^eing afkcd one day in full com-
pany, which of his works he thougiit the beft ? *' i don't know,"

fays he, " wliich is my beft produdtion" but this, pointing to his

fon " is certainly my worft."

CREBILLON (Claudc Prosper Joliot de), fon of the

foregoing, was born at Paris February i ?, 1707, and died there

April 12, 1777, at the age of 70. His father had gained his

fame as a manly and nervous writer j the fon was remarkable

for the eafe, elegance aiul cauftic malignity of his converfation

and writings, and might be furnamed the Petronivis of France,

as his father had been charafterifed by that of the /Efchylus.

1 he abbe Boudot, who lived on familiar terms with him, faid

to him one day in reply to fome of his jokes :
" Hold thy

tongue !—Thy father was a great man ; but as for thee, thou

art only a great boy." " Crebillon the father," fays M. d'Alem-

bert, " paints in the blackeft colours the crimes and wickednefs

of man. The fon draws, with a delicate and juft pencil, the

refinements, the (hades, and even the graces of our vices ; that

feducing levity which renders the french what is called amiable^

and which does not fignify ivorthy of being beloved : that reft-

Icfs adlivity, which makes them feel ennui even in the midft of

pleafure j
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p^eafure ; that perverfity of principles, difguifed, nnd as ic

^vere foftened, by the mafic of received forms ; in fliort, our

manners, at once frivolous and corrupt, wherein the excels of

depravity combines with the cxcefs of ridiculoufnefs." This
parallel, which is well drawn, flicws the abfurdity of xhc

judgment pafTed by the editor of I'Advocat, who fays that the

romances of Crebillon are extremely interelling, becaufe all

the fentiments are drav^n from a fenfible heart. It certainly is

not on that account that they are interefting ; and the author

defcribes more than he feels. Hov/ever this may be, Grebillon ne-

ver had any other pod than that oi cenfor-royal. He lived

with his father as with a friend and a brother. His marriage

with an englifh woman, whom Crebillon the father did not ap-

prove, only produced a tranfient mifunderflanding. The prin-

cipal works of the fon are : i . Letters from the marchionefs

to the count of ***, 1732, 2 vols. i2mo. 2. Tanzai and Nea-
darne, 1734, 2 vol. i2mo. This romance, abounding in fati-

rical allufions and often unintelligiblCj caufed the author to

be put into the baftille, and was more cried up than it deferved

to be. It is impoihble to divine what the author aims at in this

work. Befides, the defcriptions are too free, and the ftyle is

perplexed by long and confufed phrafes. 3. Les egarements
du coeur & de I'efprit, 1736, three parts, i2mo. A book more
read than it ought to be, from its immoral tendency. 4. The
Sopha, a moral tale, 1745, I749» ^ ^'O^- i2mo. This moral tale

muft be difgufting to all lovers of decency. 5. Lcttres Atheni-
ennes, 4 vols. i2mo. 17 71, on which the fame cenfure may be
pafled as on his other works. 6 Ah ! quel conte ! 1764, 8 parts,

i2mo. 7. Les Heureux Orphelins, 1754, 2 vols. i2mo. 8. La
Nuit & le Moment, 1755, lamo. 9. Le hafard du coin du feu,

1763, i2mo. 10. Lettres de la duchefle de ***, &c. 1768,
1 vols. i2mo. II. Lettres de la marquife de Pompadour,
i2mo. an epiftolary romance, written in an eafy and bold ftyle

;

but relates few particulars of the lady whofe name it bears.

The works of Crebillon the ion have been colle£lcd in 11

vols. i2mo. 1779.
CREECH (Thomas), eminent for his tranflations of ancient

authors both in profe and verfe, was fon of Thomas Creech,
and born near Sherbourne in Dorfetlhire, 1659. He was edu-
cated in grammar learning under Mr. Gurganven of Sherbourne,
to whom he afterwards dedicated a tranflation of one of The-
ocritus's Idylliums ; and entered a commoner of Wadham col-

lege in Oxford, 1^75. Wood tells us, that his father was a
gentleman ; but Giles Jacob fays, in his " Lives and characters
of englilli poets," that his parents were not in clrcumftances
fufhcient to fupport him through a liberal education, but that

his difpofitiou and capacity for learning raifed him up a patron
A a 2 in
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In colonel Strangeways, whofe generofity fupplied that defe£l.

Be that as it will, Creech diftinguilhed himfelf much ; and
was accounted a good philofopher and poet, and a fevere flu-

dent. June 13, 1683, he took the degree of M. A. and not
long after was elected probationer fellow of All-fouls college v

to which, Jacob obferves, the great reputation acquired by his

tranflation of Lucretius recommended him. Wood tells us,

that upon this occafion he gave fingular proofs of his clallical

learning and philofophy before his examiners. He now be-

gan to be well known by the works he publifhed ; but they

were of no great advantage to his fortune, fmce his circum-

flances were always indifferent. In 1701, having taken orders,

he was prefented by his college to the living of Welv/yn in

Hertfordfliire ; but before he left Oxford, he put an end to

his own life. The motives of this fatal cataflrophe are not

certainly known. M. Bernard informs us, that in 1700
Creech fell in love with a woman, who treated him contemp-
tuoufly, though {he was complaifant enough to others ; that

not being able to digell this ufage, he was refolved not to fur-

vive it ; and that he hanged himfelf in his fludy, in which fitu-

ation he was found three day:, after. Jacob gives a different ac-

count of this affair. He fays nothing of the particular manner
of his death, but only that he unfortunately made away with

himfelf: which he afcribes to a naturally morofe and fplenetic

temper, too apt to defpife the underffandings and performances

of others. " 1 his," fays Jacob, '* made him lefs efteemed

than his great merit deferved -, and his refentments on this

account frequently engaged him in thofe heats and difputes

which in the end proved fatal to him."

We vvill now give an account of his tranflations -, for we do

not find him to have been the author of any original works.

I. A tranflation of Lucretius, printed in 8vo. at Oxford 16S2,

and reprinted the year after. Dryden, in the preface to the
*' Mifcellany Poems," which were publiihed by him, fpeaks of

this tranflation in the highefl terms of approbation, calling

Creech "the ingenious and learned tranflator of Lucretius i"

and every body elfe entertained the fame opinion of it. In the

edition of 17 14, in 2 vols. 8vo. all the verfes of the text, which
Creech had left untranflated, particularly thofe in the fourth

book about the nature of love, are fupplied ; and many new
notes added and intermixed by another hand, by v/ay of form-

ing a complete fyflem of the epicurean philofopliy. iSlew notes,

we fay : for Creech ha^l publifhed in 1695 ^'^ edition of Lu-
cretius in latin, with notes, which were afterwards printed at

the end of the englifh tranflation. Another editl of this,

much enlarged, was publifhed in 1717 in 8vo. 2. In 1684 he

publifhed a tranflation of Horace j in which however he has

omitted
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orr/itted fome few ocles. As to the Gitires, be was advifed, as

he teils us in his preface, " to turn them to our own time j

fince Rome was now rivalled in her vices ; and parallels for

hypocrify, profanenefs, avarice, and the like, were eafy to be

found. But thofe crimes,'' he declares, " were out of his ac-

quaintance ; and fince the character is the fame whoever the

perfon is, he was not fo fond of being hated, as to make any

tUfobliging application. Such pains," fays he, " would look

like an impertinent labour to find a dunghill." Thefe are his

capital performances 5 but he tranflated other things of a fmaller

kind, as, 3. The tdylliums of Theocritus, with Kapiji's d-fcourlc

of paftorais, 1684, 8vo. 4. The fecond elegy of Ovid's firlt

book of elegies; the fixth, feventh, eighth, and twelfth of the

fecond book 5 the itory of Lucretia, out of his book de Faftis

;

and the fecond and third of Virgil's eclogues ;
printed in a col-

le£lion of mifcellany poems, 1684. 5. The thirteenth fatire of

Juvenal, with notes. Printed in the englifh tranflation of the

fatires, 1693, in folio. 6. A tranflation into englilli of the

verfes prefixed to Qu^intinie's Complete Gardener. 7. The
lives of Solon, Pelopidas, and Cleomenes, from Plutarch.

8. The life of Pelopidas, from Cornelius Nepos. 9. Laconic

apophthegms, or remarkable fayings of the Spartans, from Plu-

tarch. 10. A difcourfe concerning Socrates's dxmon, and the

two firfi: books of the Sympofiacs, from Plutarch. Thefe

tranflations from Plutarch were publifhed in the englifli tranfla-

tions of his Lives and Morals. 1 1. A tranflation of Manilius's

Aftronomicon, dated from All-fouls, Od 10, 1696.—On his

father's monument he is called " the learned, much admired,

and much envied Mr. Creech."

CRELLIUS (John), was born, 1590, in a village near Nu-
remberg. After having received his education in that place,

he embraced fome heterodox opinions; but the country where

he lived not tolerating a liberty of confcience, he panted after a

freer air, *' ubi fentire qus vellet, & qure fentiret dlcere liceret
;"

** v/here he might think what he pleafed, and fpeak what he

thought," as the writer of his life exprefies it. lie went into

Poland therefore iii i6i2, where the unitarians had a fchool, in

which he became profeflbr, and was afterwards made minifter.

He has written feveral trads upon the new Teftament, and an

anfwer to a book of Grotius's, intituled " Dc fatisfaftione

Chrifti," which Grotius drew up againil the dodlrine of Soci-

nus. He wrote alfo a book of morals, in which he is charged

with maintaining, that it is lav/ful for men upon certain occa-

fions to beat their wives ; v/hich, if true, would probably ex-

pofe him more to the refentment of the ladies, than all his

other fingularities of opinion. He died at Racovia of an epi-

demic fever in his 43d year [c].

[c] Sec the life of Crellius prefixed to the fecoad volume of Ribliollicca fratrum

P<jlojiorum.

Ax ^ He
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He was a man of very uncommon abilities, and is allowed to»

have been fo by thofe who cannot be fufpefted of the leaft

partiality to him. " I thank you," fays Grotius, " for your
letter and the kind prefent of your book. I ' am refolved to

read over and over again whatever you fhall write, as I arn

fure 1 cannot do it but with great advantage to myfelf. When
I received your letter, I was intent upon your commentary on
the epiflle to the Galatians. You have very happily hit upon
the fcope and defign of this epiflle, and fliewn the conne6lion

which plainly runs through it." And in another place, fpeak-

ing of Cvellius's book againft himfelf, he owns it to be written

with great mcdefty and erudition, though he does not approve

the fentiments contained in it [d].

" Crellius," fays father Simon, " is a grammarian, a philofo-

pher, and a divine throughour. He has a wonderful addrefs

in adapting St. Paul's words to his own prejudices. He fup-

ports the doctrines of his feft with fo much fubtlety, that he
does not feem to fay any thing of himfelf, but to make the

Scriptures fpeak for him, even where they are moft againft

him [e]." Thefe are prodigious things for men to fay of one
another, who are all the while at variance about what they

call the fundamentals of religion : efpecially if we confider,

how common it is for one party to wifli the other damned, only

for not believing perhaps quite fo much as they do.

. CREMONIM (Csfar), profeflbr of philofophy at Ferrara

and at Padua, raifed himfelf to fuch a pitch of fame, that

princes and kings were ambitious to procure his portrait. He
was born at Cento in the Modenefe, in 1550 ; he died at Padua,

of the plague, at the age of 80. His principal works are :

I. Aminta e Clori favola filvcftre, Ferrara, 1591, 4to. 2. II

nafcimento di Venetia, Bergamo, 1617, i2mo. 3. De phyfico

auditu, 1596, folio. 4. De calido innato, 1626, 4to. 5. De
fenfibus & facultate appetiva, 1644, 4.to. and other works which
fhew that his religious creed was reducible to very few articles.

He thought that, according to the principles of Ariflotle, the

foul is material, capable of corruption, and mortal, as well as

the fouls of brutes.

CRENIUS (Thomas), of the marche of Brandenburgh,
re^lor in Hungary, correftor of the prcfs at Rotterdam and at

Leyden, died at the latter place in j 728, at 89 years of age, af-

ter drenching Europe with his compilations. The moft ufeful

of them are; i.Confilia & method! aurese ftudiorum optime
inftituendorum, Rotterdam 1692, 4to. This volume was fol-

lowed by two others, printed in 1696, at Leyden. The firfh in-

tituled : De phjlologia, & ftudiis liberalis dodrinse. The fe-

[d] Grotius, epift. p. 1. ep. iqy, Sc commentateurs du nouveau teftamentj &c.

J32. par Rich. Simon.

[e] Hlftoire crltiijue des principaux

cond :
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cond : De crudltione comparanda. 2. Mufeum philologi-

cum, 2 vols. i2!no.. 3. Thefaurus Ilbrorum philologicoruni,

2 vols. 8vo. 4. De furibus librariis, Leyden, 1705, i2mo. 5.

Fafciculi di/Tertationum philologo-hKtoricarum, 5.V0I. .i2mo.

6. Differtationes philo'ogicic, z vols, i 2mo. 7. Commentationes
in varies au<Slores, 3 vols. J2m-o.

CREQIJI (Charles de,) prince de Foix, due de Lefdi-

guieres, governor of Dauphiny, peer and marlhal of France ;

didinguiflied hirnfclf at all opportunities, from the ilege of La- .

on, in 1594, unal his death. His duel 'with don Philippin,

baitard of Savoy, conduced very much to increafe his renov/n.

The quarrel arofe about a fcarf. Crequi having gained a fort

from the troops 01 the duke of Savoy, don Philippin, obliged to

retire in hafle, ciianged drefTes with a common foldier, with-

out perceiving that he left a very fine fcarf, noM"^ fallen to the

lot of a man in the regiment of Crequi. The next day a trum-
pet from the troops of Savoy came to demand the dead. Cre-
qui charged him to tell don Philippin, to be more careful for

the future in keeping the favours of ladies. Incenfed at this

reproachful meflage, don Philippin fent him a cartel. The
Frenchman had the fortune by a thruft of the fword to lay the

Savoyard on the ground, granted him his life, and gave him a

furgcon to look after his wounds. A report was fpead, that

Crequi had boafted that he had fhed the blood of Savoy. Don
Philippin, irritated at this condutl in the duke, fent once
more to call him out. llie bailard of Savoy was not more fuc-
cefsful than in the former affair ; he loft his life near the Rhone
in 1599. From the time of this tranfacSlion, Crequi proceeded
to fignallze himfelf without interruption. He i-eceived the ba-
ton of marfhal of France in 1662, relieved Aft, and Verrue, be-
fieged by the Spaniards ; took Pignerol and the Maurienne, in

J 630, defeated the forces of Spain at the battle of Thenn in

5636, and was killed by a cannon ball at the.fiege of Bremen
in 1638, at about 60 years of age, as he was feating himfelf
near a large tree to make obfervations with his glalTes. This
fdiftich was made on his death :

Qui fuit eloquii flumen, qui flumen in armis.

Ad flumen, Martis tiumine, clarus obit

;

In allufion to his eloquence, which was very perfuafive, and
which he ftili rendered more elBcacious by his politenefs and
generofity. He difplayed thefe qualities at Rome, where he
.was fent by the king as ambaflador extraordinary to pope Ur-
ban VIII. in 1633. Crequi fuccefTively married two daughters
of the conftable de Lefdiguieres. He had children only by his

former wife. His real name was Blanchefort ; but his fa-

jther having married Mary de Crequi, obtained the eftate of

. A a 4 that
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that family only on condition that he fhould take the name and
bear the arms of it.

CREQTTI (FRAN901S DE,) great grandfon of the foregoing,

marflial o? France in 1668, was defeated, notwithftanding the

prodigies of valour he fhewed, in 1675, near Confarbrick on the

Sare. " He was a man," fays M. de Voltaire, " of an enter-

prifmg courage, capable of the molt brilliant and the boldeft

actions, dangerous to his country no lefs than to the enemy."

No fooner efcaped with difficulty from the battle of Confarbrick,

than he rufhed upon new dangers to throw himfelf into Treves.

He chofe rather to be forced to furrender at difcretion than ca-

pitulate. He was taken prifoner by Charles IV. duke of Lor-

rain, through the treachery of a certain Bois-Jourdan, who en-

tered into a capitulation unknown to the marflial. The two
campaigns of 1677 and 1678 Ihewed him to poflefs fuperior

talents. He barred the entrance into Lorrain, againft duke
Charles V. beat him at Kocherfberg in Alfatia 5 took Fribourg

before his face, pafled the river Kins in his prefence, purfued

him towards OiFemburg, attacked him in his retreat ; and hav-

ing immediately after taken fortKehel fword in hand, he went
and burnt the bridge of Strafburg. In 1684 he took Luxem-
burg, and died three years afterwards, Feb. 4, 1687, at the

age of 63, with the reputation of a man who would have been

a fit fucceffor to marfhal Turenne, when age fhould have mo-
derated the impetuoflty of his courage. The marfhal de Cre-

qui was commander of the gallies froni 1661. The grand

Conde was not an admirer of this general ; and yet, after the

affair of Confatbrick, he could not refrain from faying to Louis

XiV: ** Your majefty has now the greateft warrior your fer-

vice ever knew." He left by his confort, Armande de St. Ge-
lais, only one daughter, married tq Charles Holland de Tre-
moilles duke de Floar.

CRESCIMBENI (John Maria), an Italian, was born at

Macerata in Ancona, 1663. His talents for poetry and elo-

quence developed themfelves early. His verfes at firft had too

much pomp and point ; but refiding in Rome, and reading the

bell Italian poets, brought him back to nature. He not only re-

formed himfelf, but undertook to reform bad tafte in general.

From this motive he proje6led the eflablifhment of a new
academy, under the name of Arcadia ; the members of which
at the firft did not exceed fourteen, but afterwards increafed

much. They called themfelves the (hepherds of Arcadia, and
each fook the name of fome fhepherd and fome place in that an-

tient kingdom. The founder of this fociety was appointed the

director of it in 1690, and held this honourable poft thirty-eight

years j namely, to the year of his death, which happened in

J 7 28. Among a great number of works, in verfe and profe," '

'

q " th^
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the principal is, " An hiflory of the Italian poetry," very much
cftecmed, and reprinted, 1731, at Venice, in fix vols. 4to. This

hiflory is accompanied with a commentary, containing anecdotes

of Italian poets. He publifhed alfo " An hiftory of the academy

of Arcadia, together with the lives of the mofl illuftrious Arca-

dians :" and many other works.

CRESCENTIIS (Peter de), native cf Boulogne, travelled

thirty years as a practitioner in the law, for the fake of avoid-

ing the dillrefles of his country. At the age of 70 he returned,

in order to fet about a work on agriculture, which he dedicated

to Charles II. king of Sicily, who died in 13O8. It is entituled :

Opus ruralium commodorum. There are two fcarce editions

of it: Louvain 1474, and Florence 1481, folio- it is alfo in

the Rei ruftlcse fcriptores, by Gefner, Leipfic, !735, 2 vols. 4to.

A french tranflation has been made of it, Paris, i486, folio;

and one in Italian, Florence, 1605, 4to.

CRESSEY, or CRESSY (Hugh Paulin, or Serenus), a

jcelebrated writer in behalf of the papifts, and one of their ec-

clefiaftical hlflorlans, was born at Wakefield in Yorkfliire in

the year 1605. His father was Hugh Crefley, efq. barrifter of

Lincoln's-inn ; his mother's name was Margery, the daughter

of Dr. Thomas Doylie, an eminent phyfician in London. He
was educated at a grammar fchool in the place of his nativity,

till he had attained the age of about 14, when, in lent term 16 19,

he was removed to Oxford, where he ftudied with great vigour

and diligence ; and in 1626 was admitted fellow of Merton-
college, in that univerfity. After taking the degrees of B. A.,

and M. A. he entered into orders, and became chaplain to

Thomas lord Wentworth, then lord prefident of the north, with

whom he lived fome years. About 1638 he went over to Ire-

land with that wife and worthy nobleman Lucius Carey, lord

vifcount Falkland, to whom he was likewife chaplain, and by
him much countenanced and efheemed. By the favour of this

fiobleman, when fecretary of (late, he was, in 1642, promoted to

a canonry of Windfor, and to the dignity of dean of Laughlin in

Ireland ; but through the difturbances of the times, he never

attained the pofleffion of either of thefe preferments. After the

unfortunate death of his pafron, who was killed in the battle of

Newbury, he found himfclf In a manner deflitute of fubfiilence,

and therefore readily accepted a propofal that was made him of

travelling with Charles Bertie, efq. afterwards created earl of

Falmouth, a great favourite of king Charles II. unhappily (lain

in a battle at fea in the firfl dutch war after the reftoration. He
quitted England in 1644, ^^^^ making the tour of Italy with liIs

pupil, moved by the declining flate .of the church of England,
he began to liflen to the perfuafion of the romiih divines ; and

fix 1646 Riade a public profeffion at Rome of his being recon-

ciled
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ciled to that church. He went from thence to Paris, wher-e he
publiflied the motives of his converfion, which was highly ap-

plauded by the romanifls, and is flill confidered by them as a

performance of extraordinary merit. After taking this ilep, he
was much inclined to become amonk of thecarthufian order, and
had thoughts of entering into the monaftery of englifh carthufians

at Nieuport in Flanders ; b'ut from this he was difluaded by
fome of his zealous countrymen, who were defirous that he

fiiould continue to employ his pen in defence of their religion

;

for which the fevere difciplinc of that order would have allowed

him but little time ; and therefore, by their advice, he laid afide

that defign ; and being recommended to Henrietta Maria, queea
dowager of England, he was taken under her protection ; and^

being invited by the beneditline college of englifh monks ajt

Douay in Flanders, he at length refolved to retire thither ; and
for the expence of his journey received ore hundred crowns, as

a bounty from that princefs, who could but ill fpare even fo

fmall a fum at that time. Some time after his arrival at Douay
he entered into the benedi£line order; and upon that occafioii

chan^^ed the name he received at his baptifm, of Hugh Paulin,

for that of Serenus de Crefiey, by which he was afterwards

known to the learned world. He remained about feven years

or more in that college ; and during his refidence there pub-
liilied a large work of the myftical theology. After the re-

ftoration, and the marriage of Charles II. cjueen Catherine ap-

pointed our author, who was then become one of the mifhon ia

Jtngland, her chaplain, and thenceforward he refided in Somer-
fet-houfe in the Strand. The great regularity of his life, his

fmcere and unafrecled piety, his riodeft and mild behaviour, his

refpedful deportment to perfons of diftindlion, with whom he

was formerly acquainted when a proteltant ; and the care he
took to avoid all concern in political affairs, or intrigues of ftate,

preferved him in quiet and fafcty even in the moft troublefome

times. He was, however, a very zealous champion in the caufe

of the church of Rome, and was continually writing in defence

of its doctrines, or in anfv/er to the books of ccntroverfy,

written by proteflants of diftinguiilied learning or figure; and
as this engaged liim in variety of difputes, he quickly gained a

great reputation with both parties ; the papifLs looking upon
him as one of their ableil advocates, and the proteflants allowing

that he was a grave, a fenfible, and a candid writer. But that

which, of all his performances, contributed moft to make him
known, was his large and copious ecclefialHcal hillory, which
vas indeed a work of great pains and labour, and executed

with much accuracy and diligence. He propofed to have pub-

liilied another volume of it, which was to have brought the

hiftory as low as the diilblution of monafteries by king

Henry
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H;nry VIII. but before he had proceeded full three hundred
years lower tlian the Norman conqueft, his life and labours were
.together fufpeuded. We are not however to fuppofe from hence
that his whole time was devoted to this large work. On the

contrary, we find him very warmly engaged in all the contro-

rerfies of the times ; and yet :hat he had fome leifure to beftow

upon works of a!U)tlier nature. His lait difpute wp.s in reference

to a book written by the learned Dr. Stillingfieet, afterwards

bilhop of Worcefler ; to whidh, though feveral anfwei-s were
given by the ableft of the popifh writers, there was none that

feemed to merit reply, excepting that penned by father Crefley;

and this procured him the honour of a very illuflrious antagonift,

his old friend and acquaintance at Oxford, Edward earl of Cla-

rendon, who,notwithftanding, treated him on this occafion fome-
what feverely, which induced our author to addrefs to him an
*' Epiftle apologetical to a perfon of honour," 1674, 8vo. Being

now grown far in years, and having no very promifing fcenc

before his eyes, from the warm fpirit that appeared again (i. popery

amongft all ranks of people, he was the more willing to feek for

peace and filence in a country retirement; and accordingly with-

drew for fonie time to the houfe of Richard Caryil, efq. a gen-

tleman of affluent fortune at Eail Grinflead inSuffex; and, dyinjr

on the 10th of Augull, 1674, being then near the 70th year of

his age, was buried in the parifh church of that place. His
^ofs was much regretted by thofe of his communion, as being

one of their ableft champions ; ready to draw his pen in their

<lefence on every occafion, and fure of having his pieces read

with fmgular favour and attention. His memory alfo was re-

vered by the proteftants, as well on account of the purity of his

manners, and his mild and humble deportment, as for the plain-

nefs, candour, and decency with which he had managed all

the controverfies In which he had been engaged, and that had
procured him in return far more kindnefs and refpcft, than al-

moft'any other of his party had met with, or indeed deferved,

CRLTIN (GuiLLAUME DU Bois, furnamed), chanter of the

Ste. Chapelleat Paris, treafurer of that at Vincennes, chronicler

royal, that is,hiftorian, under the kings Charles VIII. Lewis XII.

and Francis I. died in the year 1525. Clement Marot ftyles

him the fovereign of frcnch poets ; but this fovereign vv'ould

not be now on the gallic Parnafius, unlefs it were among the

iiaves of the mufes. His produftions, reprinted at Paris in

1724, i2mo, abound too much in puns, points, and equivoques

(as Rabelais has remarked in his Pantagruel, where Cretin ap-

pears under the name of old Rominagrobis). This flat and
infipid playing upon words re-appeared in France, not many
years ago, under the name of calembours. The lafh century

had already feen ''\e ridiculous fancies of old Cretin revived,

under the name of turlupins. When literature and polite-

nefs
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nefs were at their height, under the reign of Lewis XIV.
the court was infe£Led with it ; and M. D'Armagnac, grand-

ccuyer of France, having afked Henry JuHus, prince of Conde,
why they faid guet-a-pen, and not guet-a-l'Inde ? " For the

fame reafon," returned the prince, " that it is faid, that M. D'Ar-
magnac is a turiupin, and not a turluchene."

CREW (Dr. Nathakael), bifhop of Durham, a man
much more confiderable for his birth and ftation, in which he

lived with great hofpitality, tlun for the firmnefs of his con-

dud:. He was the fifth fon of John lord Crew, to which title

l^e fucceeded upon the death of his elder brother. He was born

Jan. 31, 1634, and was educated at Lincoln -college, Oxford,

of which univerdiry he was proclor in 1663. In April 1668,

he was made clerk of the clofet to Charles IL and the fame

month dean of Chichefter, and in 1671 bifliop of Oxford,

from which fee he was tranilated to that cf Durham in Ottober

1674. At the acceffion of James IL he was made dean of the

Chapel-royal, and fworn of the privy- council ; and in 1686

was appointed of the ecclefiaftical commlfiion. Upon the fuf-

penfion of the blfliiop of London, he was commiflioned, with

Dr. Sprat, bifhop of Rochefter, and Dr. "White, bifhop of Pe-

terborough, to exercife ecclefiaftical jurifdi6lion in that diocefe.

He was prefent in this oflice in February 1686, at the exa-

mination of Mr. Henry Wharton for orders ; and admiring the

readinefs of his anfwers, promifed to make Mr. "Wharton his

chaplain, but broke his word with him •, for which reafon that

learned writer, in his MS. diary of his life, fpeaks of him with

great contempt, as a man of no veracity. His lordlhip was on
all occafions fo compliant with the court, that he was forward

in (liewing refpeft to the pope's nuncio fent thither ; and re-

fufed to introduce Dr. Patrick, dean 01 Peterborough, to kifs

the king's hand, on account of his zeal againft popery. But
the apprehenfion of the prince of Orange's landing immediately

)iut an end to his concurrence with the meafures of king

James, from whofe council-board he withdrew : and the dread

of the confequences of his former behaviour induced him to

abfcond upon the abdication of that king, in which fituation

he offered to compound for his offences by a refignation of

his bilhopric, particularly to Dr. Burnet, on whofe generofity

he would depend for an allowance of a thoufand pounds a

year during his life j which offer the doctor refufed. The
bifhop afterwards ventured out of his retreat to the convention-

parliament, in order to make a merit with the new govern-

ment by voting for it. But their majefties had fo ill an opi^

nion of him, that he was excepted out of the a6l of indem-

nity paffed in 1690. However, at lall a full pardon was
procured for him by the dean, as well fmm his own difpo-

fition to olhces of that kind, as the folicitations of his friend
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Dr. "William Bates, tlie pollteftwrlter amonjjj the prefliyterians

of his time, who had been engaged in the billiop's intereft. Hit

lordfhip lived to the age of eighty-eight, dying Sept. 12, 1 72 1.

CPvEVIER (John Uaptist Lewis), a Parifian, was trained

up under the celebrated KoUin, and afterwards became profcf-

for of rhetoric. Upon the death of his mailer, in 1 741, he

took upon him to finidi his " Roman Hlftory." He publifl^.ed

other works, and was greatly ferviceable to the caufe of virtue

and religion, as well as letters. His death happened, 1765, in

a very advanced age. Befides the continuation jail mentioned,

he publifhed, i. An edition of Livy, 174S, cum notis, in 6 vols.

4to ; and afterwards another edition, better adapted to the ufe

of his pupils, in 6 vols, fmall 8vo. 2 L'hiiloire des empereurs

des Romains jufqu'a Condantin, 1749, 12 tom. j2mo.^ 3.

Hiftoire de I'univerfitc de Paris, 7 tom. i2mo. 4. PJietorique

Fran9oife ; a methodical and ufeful work. 5. Obfervations

fur I'Efprit des Loix, Here he ventured out of his depth ;

he fliould have kept within the precinds of the belles lettres.

CRICHTON (James), was a fcots gentleman, who lived

in the xvith century, and of whom very extraordinary things

are related, with regard to his endowments both of body and

mind. Thefe were ellecmed fo great, that he obtained the ap-

pellation of " The admirable Crichton," and by that title lie

has continued to be diftinguifned down to the prefent day.

The accounts given of his abilities and attainments are indeed

fo wonderful, that they feem fcarcely to be credible -, and many
perfons have been difpofed to confider them as almoft entirely

fabulous, though they have been delivered with the utmoit con-

fidence, and without any degree of heGtr.tion,by various writers.

The time of Crichton's birth is faid by the generality of authors,

to have been in 1551 ; but according to lord Buchan,it appears

from feveral circumllances, that he was born in the month of

Auguft, 1560. His father was Robert Crichton of EUiock in

the county of Perth, and lord advocate of Scotland in queen

Mary's reign, from 1561 to 1573 ;
part of which time he held

that office in conjunction with 8 pens of Condie. The mother

of James Crichton was Ellzabetli Stuart, the only daughter of

fir James Stuart of Beath, who was a defcendant of Robert

duke of Albany, the third fon of king Robert II. by Elizabeth

Muir, or More as Ihe is commonly called. It is hence evident,

that when the admirable Crichton boailed, as he did abroad, that

he was fprung from fcottilh kings, he faid nothing but what was

agreeable to truth. Nevcrthelefs, Thomas Dempfter, who fuf-

ficiently amplifies his praifes in other refpedls, pafTes a fevere

cenfure upon him on this account ; which is the more remark-

able, as Dempfter li-ed fo near the time, and was well acquaint-

ed with the genealogies of the great families of Scotland. James
Crichton
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Crichton is faid to have received his grammatical education aS

Perth, and to have frudied philoibphy in the univerfuy of St,

Andrew. His tutor in that univcrfity was Mr. John Rutherford,

a profcflbr at that time famous for his learning, and who dillin-

guiflied himfelf by wricing four books on Ariitotle's Logic, and
a commentary on his poetics. But nothing, according to iVlac-

kenzie, can give us a higher idea of Rutherford's worth and
merit, than his being mailer of that wonder and prodigy of his

age, the great and admirable Crichton. However, it is not to

this profeivjr alone that the honour is afcribed of having formed
i'o extraordinary a characfter. There are others who may put in

their claim to a fliare in the fame glory, for Aldus Manuttus,
who calls Crichton firfh coufin to the king, fiiys that he was edu-

cated, along with his raajefty, under Buchanan, Ilepburn and
Robertfon, as well as Rutherford. Indeed, whatever might be

the natural force of his genius, many mailers mufh have been
r.eceffary, in order to his acquiring fuch a variety of attainments

as he is reprefented to have poliefled. For it is related, that he

had fcarcely reached the twentieth year of his age, when he had
run through the whole circle of the fciences, and could fpeak

and write to perfection in ten different languages. Nor was
this all ; for he had likewife improved Iiimfelf to the higheft de-

gree in riding, dancing and finglng, and in playing upon all forts

of inftruments. Crichton, being thus accompliOied, went abroad

upon his travels, and is faid to have gone to Paris -, of his tranf-

atlions at which place the following account is given. He
caufed fix placards to be fixed on the gates of the fchoels, halls

and colleges belonging to the univerfity, and on the pillars and
pods before the lioufes of the mod renowned men for literature

in the city, inviting all thofe who were well verfed in any art or

fcience to dlfpute with him in the college of Navarre, that day

fix weeks, by nine o'clock in the morning, where he would at-

tend them, and be ready to anfwer to whatever fliould be pro-

pofed to him in any art or fcience, and in any of thefe twelve

languages, hebrew, fyriac, arable, greek^ latin, fpanifh, french,

Italian, engliih, dutch, flemifh, and fclavonian ; and this either ia

verfe or profe, at the difcretion of the difputant. During this

whole time, inftead of clofely applying to his fludies, he re-

garded nothing but hunting, hawking, tilting, vaulting, riding

of a well-managed horfe, tolling the pike, handling the raufquet,

and other military feats ; or elfe he employed himfelf in do-

meftic games, fuch as balls, concerts of mufic vocal and inflru-

mental ; cards, dice, tennis, and the like diverfions of youth.

This conduct fo provoked the ftudents of the univerfity, that,

be; eath the placard that was fixed on th.e Navarre gate, they

caufed the following words to be written :
*' If you would meet

with this monlter of perfedion, to I'earch for him, either in the

tavern
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tavern or die brothel is the readieft way to find him." Ne-

verthckfs, when the day appointed arrrived, Crichton appeare^d

in the college af Navarre, and acquitted himfelf beyond expref-

fion in the difputation wiiich lafted from nine in the morning

till fix at night. At length, the prefident, after extolling him

highly, for the many rare and excellent endowments which God
and nature had bellowed upon him, rofc from his chair ; and»

accompanied by four of the moft eminent profelTors ol the uni-

verfity, gave him a diamond ring and a purie full of gold, as a

tcftimony of their approbation and favour, 'Ihe whole ended

with the repeated acclamations and huzzas of the fpeclators>

and henceforward our young difputant was called " The admi-

rable Crichton." It is added, that he was (o little fatigued with

the difpute, that he went the very next day to the Louvre,

where he had a match at tilting, an exercife then in great

vogue ; and, in prefence of fome princes of the court of

France, and a great many ladies, carried away the ring fifteen

times fucceifrvely, and broke as many lances on the Saracen.

The next account we have of Crichton is, that he went to

Rome, where he fixed a placard in all the eminent places of

the city, in the following terms :
" Nos Jacobus Crichtonus,

Scotus, cuicunque rei propofitx ex improvifo refpondebimus.'*

In a city which abounded in wit, this bold challenge, to an-

fwer to any queftion that could be propofed to him, without

his being previoufiy advcrtifed of it, could not efcape the ridi-

cvde of a pafquinade. It is faid, however, that being nowife

dlfcouraged, he appeared at the time and place appointed ,
and

that, in prefence of the pope, many cardinals, blfliops, and

doctors of divinity, and profeffors in all the fciences, he dif-

played fuch wonderful proofs of his univerfal knowledge, that

he excited no lefs furprife than he had done at Paris. Bocca-

lini, who was then at Rome, gives fomething of a different re-

lation of the matter. According to this author, the pafquinade

againft Crichton, which was to the following effe£l, " .^nd he

that will fee it, let him go to the figa of the Falcon, and it Ihall

be fliewn," made fuch an impreflion upon him, that he left a

place where he had been fo grofsly affronted as to be put upon

a level with jugglers and mountebanks. From Rome he went

to Venice, at his approach to which city he appears to have been

in confiderable diftrefs, of mind at leaft, if not with regard to

external circumftances. This is evident from the following

lines of his poem, in fuum ad urbem Vcnetam appuifum :

Saepe mcos animo cafus meditabar iniquos,

Sx-pe humeCtabam guttis ftillantibus era.

The chief defign of Crichton in his poem was to obtain a fa-

vourable reception at Venice, and particularly from Aldus Ma-
nutius,
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nutius, whofe pralfes he celebrates in very Kigh flrains. "Wheti

he prefented his verfes to Manutius, that critic was ftruck with
u very agreeable furprifc ; and judged, from the performance,

that the author of it muft be a perfon of an extraordinary ge-

nius. Upon difcourfmg with the ftranger, he was filled with

admiration •, and, finding him to be fKilled in every fubject, he
introduced him to the acquaintance of the principal men of

learning and note in Venice. Here he contra61;ed an intimate

friendfhip not only with Aldus Manutius, but with Laurentius

Mafia, Spero Speronius, Johannes Donatus, and various other

learned perfons, to whom he prefented fcveral poems in com-
mendation of the city and univerfity. Three of Crlchton's odes,

one addreffed to Aldus Manutius, and another to Laurentius

Mafia, and a third to Johannes Donatus, arc ftill preferved.

At length he was introduced to the doge and fenate -, in whofe
prefence he made a fpeech, which was accompanied with fuch

beauty of eloquence, and fuch grace of perfon and manner, that

he received the thanks of that illuftrious body j and nothing

was talked of tlirough the whole city but this rara in terris avis,

this prodigy of nature. He held likewife difputations on the

fubjefts of theology, philofophy and mathematics, before thc^

moil eminent profeflbrs, and large multitudes of people. His
reputation was fo great, that the defire of feeing and hearing

him brought together a vaft concourfe of perfons from difl'erent

quarters to Venice. It may be coUefted from Manutius, that

the time in which Crichton exhibited thefe demonftrations of

his abilities, was in the year 1580. During his refidence at

Venice, he fell into a bad fiiate of health, which continued for

the fpace of four months. However, before he was perfeclly

recovered, he went, by the advice of his friends, to Padua, the

univerfity of Which city was at that time in great reputation.

The next day after his arrival, there was a meeting of all the

learned men of the place, at the houfe of Jacobus Aloyfius Cor-
nelius; when Crichton opened the afl'embly with an extempo-
rary poem in praife of the city, the univerfity, and the company
who had honoured him M'ith their prefence. After this, he
difputed for fix hours with the moft celebrated profeflbrs, on
various fubje£ls of learning ; and he expofed, in particular,

the errors of Ariftotle, and his commentators, with fo much
folidity and acutenefs, and, at the fame time, with fo much
modeiiy, that he excited univerfal admiration. In conclufion,

he delivered, extempore, an oration in praife of ignorance,

which was conduced with fuch ingenuity and elegance, that hi»

hearers vi^ere aftionifhed. This difplay of Crichton's talents was
on the 14th of March, 1581. Soon after, he appointed an-

other day for difputation at the palace of the bifhop of Padua j

not for the purpofe of affording higher proofs of his abilities,

for
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^ot that could not pofTibly be done, but in compliance with the

earnell folicitations of ibrne perfons, who were not prefent at the

former aflembly. However, feveral circumflances occurred,which
prevented this meeting from taking place. Such is the account

of Manutius ; but Imperialis relates, that he was informed by
his father, who was prefent upon the occaaon, that Crichton

was oppofed by Archangelus Mercenarius, a famous philofo-

pher, and that he acquitted himfelf fo well as to obtain the ap-

probation of a very honourable company, and even of his an-

tagonifl himfelf. Amidft the difcourfes which were occafioned

by our young Scotfman's exploits, and the high applaufes that

were bellowed on his genius and attainments, fome perfons

there were who endeavoured to detrafl: from his merit. For*

ever therefore to confound thefe invidious impugners of his

talents, he caufed a paper to be fixed on the gates of St. John
and St. Paul's churches, wherein he offered to prove before the

univerfity, that the errors of Ariftotle, and of all his followers,

were almoft innumerable ; and that the latter had failed, both

in explaining their mailer's meaning, and in treating on theo-

logical fubjefts. He promifed likewife to refute the dreams
of certain mathematical profefTors ; to difpute in all the fciences

;

and to anfwer to whatever fhould be propofed to him, or bb-

je£led againfh him. All this he engaged to do, either in the

common logical way, or by numbers and mathematical figures,

or in an hundred forts of verfes, at the option of his oppo-
nents. According to Manutius, Crichton fuftained this conteft

without fatigue, for three days ; during which time he fupported

his credit, and maintained his propofitions> with fuch fpirit and
energy, that, from an unufual concourfe of people, he obtained

acclamations and praifes, than which none more magnificent

were ever heard by men.
The next account we have of Crichton, and which appears

to have been tranfmitted, through fir Thomas Urquhart, to

later biographers, is of an extraordinary inftance of bodily cou-

rage and fkill. It is faid, that at Mantua there vC'as at this

time a gladiator, who had foiled, in his travels, the moil famous
fencers in Europe, and had lately killed three perfons who had
entered the lifts with him. The duke of Mantua was much
grieved at having granted this man his protedlion, as he found
it to be attended with fuch fatal confequences. Crichton being
informed of his highnefs's concern, offered his fervice, not only

to drive the murderer from Mantua, but from Italy, and to

fight him for fifteen hundred piftoles. Though the duke was
unwilling to expofe fuch an accomplifhed gentleman to fo great

a hazard, yet, relying upon the report he had heard of his war-
like achievements, he agreed to the propofal ; and, the time
and place being appointed, the whole court attended to behold
. Vol. IV. Bb the
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the performance. At the beginning of the combat, CrlchtoH

ftood only on his defence ; while the Italian made his attack

with fuch eagcrnefs and fury, that, having over-aded himfelf, he
began to grow weary. Our young Scotfman now feized the

opportunity of attacking his antagonill in return ; which he did

with fo much dexterity and vigour, that he ran him through the

body in three difFerent places, of which wounds he immediately

died. The acclamations of the fpeclators were loud and extra-

ordinary upon this occafion ; and it was acknowledged by all

of them, that they had never feen art grace nature, or nature

fecond the precepts of art, in fo lively a manner as they had
beheld thefe two things accomplifhed on that day. To crown
the glory of the a6lion, Crichton beftowed the prize of his vic-

tory upon the widows of the three perfons who had loft their

lives in fighting with the gladiator. It is aflerted, that, in con-

fequence of this, and his other wonderful performances, the

duke of Mantua made choice of him for preceptor to his fon

Vincentio di Gonzaga, who is rcprefented as being of a riotous

temper and a diffblute life. The appointment was highly pleal-

ing to the court. »Crichton, to teflify his gratitude to his friends

and benefactors, and to contribute to their diverfioni framed,

we are told, a comedy, wherein he expofed and ridiculed all the

weaknefles and failures of the feveral employments in v/hich

men are engaged. This compofitlon was regarded as one of

the moll ingenious fatlres that was ever made upon mankind.

But the moft aftonlfhing part of the ftory is, that Crichton fuf-

tained fifteen charaders in the reprefentation of his own play.

Among the reft, he a61;ed the divine, the philofopher, the law-

yer, the mathematician, the phyfician, and the foldier, with

fuch inimitable grace, that every time he appeared upon the

ftage he feemed lO be a difFerent perfon.

From being the principal adtor in a comedy, Crichton foon

became the fubjetl of a dreadful tragedy. One night, during

the time of carnival, as he was walking along the ftreets of

Mantua, and playing upon his guitar, he was attacked by half

a dozen people in maflcs. The afiallants found that they had

no ordinary perfcn to deal with ; for they were not able to

maintain their ground againft him. In the iffiie, the leader of

the company, being difarmed, pulled off his mafic, and begged :

his life, telling him, that he was the prince his pupil. Crichton

immediately fell on his knees, and exprefled his concern for

his miftake •, alleging, that what he had done was only In his

own defence, and that if Gonzaga had any defign upon his life,

he might always be mafter of it. Then, taking his own fword

by the point, he prefented it to the prince, who immediately

received It, and was fo irritated by the affront which bethought

he had fuftained, in being foiled witli all his attendants, that

he
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lie inftantly ran Crichton through the heart. Varions have
been the conjectures concerning the motives which could induce
Vincentio di Gonj^iaga to be guilty of lb ungenerous and brutal

an adion. Some have afcribed it to jealoufy, aflcrting that he
fufpeded Crichton to be more in favour than himfelf with a
lady whom he pafTionately loved j and fir Thomas Urquhart has
told a ftory upon this head which is extravagant and ridiculous

in the high.eil degree. Others, with greater probability, repre-

fent the whole tranfadion as the refult of a drunken frolic ; and
it is uncertain, according to Tmperialis, whether the meeting of
the prince and Crichton was by accident or defign. However,
it is agreed on all hands, that Crichton loft his life in this ren-
contre. The time of his deceafe is faid, by th generality of
his biographers, to have been in the beginning of July, 1 583;
but lord Buchan, mod likely in confequence of a more accurate
inquiry, fixes it to the fame month in the preceding year.

There is a difference likewife with regard to the period of life

at which Crichton died. The common accounts declare that

he was killed in the 3 2d year of his age ; but Imperialis aflerts

that he was only in his 2 2d, when that calamitous event took
place ; and this fa£l is confirmed by lord Buchan. Crichton's

tragical end excited a very great and general lamentation. If

fir Thomas Urquhart is to be credited, the whole court of Man-
tua went, three quarters of a year, into mourning for him ; the
epitaphs and elegies that were compofed upon his death, and
ftuck upon his hearfe, would exceed, if collected, the bulk of
Homer's works ; and, for a long time afterwards, his pi(£l:ure

was to be feen in molt of the bed-chambers and galleries of the
kalian nobility, reprefenting him on horfeback, with a lance
in one hand and a book in the other. On the whole it is evi-

dent that he was a youth of fuch lively parts as excited great

l^refent admiration, and high expe6lations with regard to his
future attainments. He appears to have had a fine perfofi, to

have been adroit in his bodily exercifes, to have poflefled a pe*
culiar facility in learning languages, to have enjoj'ed a remarka-
bly quick and retentive memory, and to have excelled in a power
of declamation, a fluency of fpeech, and a readinefs of reply.

His knowledge likewife was probably very uncommon for his
years ; and this, in conjuntlion with his other qualities, enabled
him to (hine in public difputation But whether his knowledge
were accurate or profound, may juftly be queftioned ; and it

may equally be doubted whether he would have arifen to any-

extraordinary degree of eminence in the literary world. It will
always be reflected on with regret, that his early and untimely
death prevented this matter from being brought to the tclt o£
experiment.

CRILLON (Louis de Berthon d£J, of an illuftrious family
Bb2 of
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of Italy, eftabliflted in the comtat Venaiffin, knight of Malta*-

one CI the greateft generals of his age, was born in 1541. He
entered into the fervice in 1557. At the age of 15, he was at

the fiege of Calais, and contributed greatly to the taking of that

place, by a brilliant action that brought him to the notice of

Henry II. Ke afterwards fignalized himfelf againfl the hugue-
nots at the battles of Dreux, of Jarnac, and of i>/ioncontour, in

1562, 1560 and 1569. The youthful hero fo greatly diltin-

guillied himfelf in his caravans, efpecially at the battle of Le-
panto in i57i,thathe was made choice of, though wounded,
to carry tlie news of the victory to the pope and to the king of

France. We find him two years afterwards, in 1573, atjlie

fiege of la Rochelle, and in almoft all the other confiderable

renccntres of that period. He every, where fliewed himfelf

worthy of the name ufually given hnn by Henry IV. of the brave

Crillo/}. Henry HI, who was well acquainted with his valour,

made him knight of his orders in 1585. The fpecious pre-

tences of the league, the maik of rejigion which it put on,

could never fliake the fidelity of the brave Cyillon, however
great his antipathy to the huguenots. He rendered important

fervices to his prince in the afiair of the Barricades; at Tours,
and elfewhere. Henry 111. ventured" to propofe to Crillon to

afTaffinate the duke de Guife, a rebellious fubjecf whom he was
afraid to put to death by tlie fword of the law. Crillon of-

fered to fight him ; but difdained to hear of afiaihnation. When
Henry IV. had made the conquell of his kingdom, Crillon was
as faithful to him as he had been to his predeceflbr. He re-

pulfed the leaguers before Boulogne. The army of Villars

having invefted Villeboeuf in 1592; he vigorouHy defended

that place, replying to the befiegers, on their fummoning the

befieged to fuirender :
" Crillon is within, and the enemy

without." The bon Henrr, however, did but little for him j.

*' becaufe," faid he, " I was fure of the brare Crillon ; and I

had to gain over my perfccutors." Tlie peace of Vervins having

put an end to the wars that had troubled Europe, Crillon re-

tired to Avignon, and there died, in the practice of thofe fol-

lies which by the papills are called exercifcs of piety and pe-

nance, the 2d of December 1615, at the age of 74. Francis

Bening, a jefuit, pronounced the difcourfe at his funeral : a

piece of burlefque eloquence, printed in 16 16, i^der the title

of Boucher d'Honneur, the Buckler of Honour, and reprinted

not many years fince, as a fpecimen of ridiculous jargon and
bombaitic nonfenfe. Mademoifelle de Luflbn publifhed in 2

vols. 1 2mo. the life of this hero, called by his contemporaries

I'Homme fans peur (the man without fear), le Brave des braves

(the bravefl of the brave). He was a fecond chevalier Bayard,

Hot on account -of his fantallie and fuUen humour, but from
th$
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tlvi excellence of his heart and his attachment to religion. It is

well known that being prefent one day at a fcrmon on the fuf-

ferings of Chrift, when the preacher was come to the del'crip-

tion of the flagellation, Crillon, feized with a fudden fit of en-

thufiafm, put his hand to his fword, crying out :
*' Where wert

thou, Crillon I" Thele fallies of courage, the effetSl of an exu-

berant vivacity of temper, engaged him too frequently in duels,

in which he always came off with honour. We cannot refrain

from embellifhing this arricle with a couple of inltances of in-

trepidity highly defcriptivc of this great man. At the battk of

Moncontour, in 1569, a huguenot foldier thought to ferve his

party by difpatching the bravell and moll formidable of the

catholic generals. In this view he repaired to a place where
Crillon, in his return from purfuing the fugitives, muft necef-

farily pafs. The fanatic no fooner perceived him, than he drew
the trigger of his piece. Crillon, tliough feverely wounded in

the arm, ran up to the affafTm, laid hold on him, and was in-

flantly going to tl;rult him through with his fword, when the

foldier threw himfelf at his feet and begged hi^ life. '^. I grant
it thee," faid Criilpn ;

" and if any faith could be put in a man
that is at once a rebel to his king, and an ;apoil:ate to his reli-

gion, I would pvit thfee on thy parole never to bear ai-ms but in

the fervi-ce of thy fovereign." The foldier, confounddd at this

TiOi of magnanimity, fwore that he would for ever (liake off

all correfpondenee .with the rebels, and return to the catholic

religion. — The young duke of Guife, to whom Henry IV. had
fent him at Marfeilles, vi'as defirous of trying liow far the for-

titude of Crillon would go. In this defign he caufed the alarm
to be founded before the quarters of his brave commander, and
two horfes to be led to his door. Then, running up to his

apartments, pretended that the enemy was mafter of the port

and town, and propofed to him to make his efcape, that he
might not fwell the triumph of the conquerors. Though Cril-

lon was hardly well awake, when he heard thefe tidings, lie

inatched up his arms without the leaft trepidation, maintaining

that it was better to die fword in hand, than ft^rvive tne lofs

-of the place. Guife finding it impoffible, by all the arguments
he could ufe, to alter his refoluticn, accompanied him out of th«

chamber ; but, when they were about the middle of the Hairs, he
burft out into a violent laughter, wliich plainly difcovered the

trick to Crillon. He then put on a graver countenance than
when he thought he was going to fight ; and griping the duke
of Guife by the hand, he faid, with an oath, according to his

cuflom: " Young man, never again amufe thyfelf with putting

to the teft the heart of an honefl man. Par la mort ! if thou
hadft found me weak, I would have poignarded thee !" After
thefe words he retired v/ithout faying any thing more. — We

B b -i will
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will conclude with the laconic billet written to him from the

field of battle by Henry IV. after the vlcl:ory of Arques, where
Crillon was unable to be prefent :

" Hang thyfeif, Crillon !

We have been fighting at Arques, and thou wert not there.

Adieu, brave Crillon ! I love thee whether right or wrong."

CRINESIUS (Christopher), born in Bohemia 1584, pro-

fefled theology with fome diftint^ion at Altorf, and died there

in 1626, aged 42 years. We have feveral works of his, which
evince great erudition, i. A diflertation on the confufion of

tongues. 2. Exercitationes Hebraicoe. 3. Gymnafium & lexi-

con Syriacum, 2 vols. 4to. 4. Lingua Samarltica, 4to. 5.

.Grammatica Chaldaica, 410. 6. De autloritate verbi divini in

Hebraico codice ; Amfterdam, 1664, in 4to.

CRINITUS (Petrus), born at Florence in 1465, taught the

belles lettres there, after the death of Angelus Politianus, who
had been his mafter. He acquired great reputation by his wit

and learning, but tarnlflied all by being addi£led to the moft
deteftable of fenfualities. He died, 1505, aged 40. He com-
pofed the " Lives of the latin Poets, and a work " De honefta

difciplina," printed at Paris, 1520, in folio. Paul Jovius and

Erafmus have praifed this latter work ; but Muretus, Voffius,

and many others, hold it light. Crinitus was alfo a writer of

poems ; which may be deemed very much below mediocrity.

CRISP (Tobias), the great champion of antinomianifm, was
re6lor of Brinkworth in Wikfliire, where he was admired for

his hofpitality, preaching, diligence, and irreproachable beha-

viour, in 1642 he came up to London, where his tenets re-

fpe6ling grace drew him. into a controverfy with fifty-two di-

vines. i:y intenfe application, he contracSled a diflem.per, that

foon brought him to his grave the 27th Feb- 1642. His ferr

mons vv'ere reprinted in 1689.

CRISPUS, or Crispo (John Baptist), a theologian and

poet of Gallipoli in the kingdom of Naples, died 1595, while

Clement VIII. was ferioufly intending to raife him to the epif-

copate. His principal works are : i. De ethnicis philofophis

cautelegendis. This work, publiftied in 1594, in folio at Rome,
is become fcarce. 2. The life of Sannazar; Rome 1583, an4

Naples, 1633, 8vo. a curious work and v/ell written. 3. The
plan of the town of Gallipoli.

CROliSE (Gerard), a proteftant divine, born at Amfter-

dam in 1642, is the author of the hiftory of the Qjjakers,

1695, 8vo. tranflated into englifh ; and of a itrange work, inti-

tuled : Homerus Hebra^us, five hiftoria Hebrceorum ab Homero,
1704, 8vo. He died in 1710, at the age of 68, in a hamlet not

far from Dordrecht. Juftnefs of thought was not his diftinc-

tive quality •, but his works may be agreeable to thofe who are

fond of -literary criticifm and learned inveftigatioHc

\ CROFT
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CROFT (Herbert), an eminent blfliop, and tlurd fon of

fir Herbert Croft of Croft-caftle in HercfordllMre, was defcended

of an ancient family, and born 0£l. 1 8, 1603, at Great Milton

near Thame in Oxfordfliive, in the houfe of fir William Green
;

his mother being then on a journey to London. At iq years

of age he was fent to Oxford ; but upon his father's turning pa-

pill, and becoming a lay-brother in the bencdidtinc mouaitery

at Douay, he was removed from Oxford, and carried over thither.

After fome (liort Itay at Douay, he was fent to the englifli college

of Jefuits at St. Omer's ; where lie was not only reconciled to the

church of Rome, but perfuaded alfo to enter into the order. Some
time before his father's death, which happened above five years

after his going abroad, he was fent back into England, to

tranfadl fome family affairs •, and becoming acquainted with
Morton, bifhop of Durham, he was by him brought back to the

church of England. At the defire of Dr. Laud, he went a fe-

cond time to Oxford, and was admitted a ftudent of Chrill-

church ; and the univerfity generoufly allowing the time he had
fpent abroad to be reckoned as if he had refided there, he foou
after took the degree of B. D. entered into orders, and became
minifter of a church in Gloucefterfliire, and redor of Har-
ding in Oxfordftilre. Augull 1639 he was collated to a pre-

bend in the church of Salifbury •, and the year after took the

degree of D. D. being then chaplain in ordinary to the king.

The fame year he was made a prebendary of Wo'rceller, and
the year after a canon of Windfor. In 1644 ^^^ ^'^s nomi-
nated dean of Hereford, where he married Mrs. Anne Brown,
the daughter of his predeceflbr, though in conftant peril of his

then fmall fortune, and fometimes of his life. He fuffered ex-
tremely for his loyalty to Charles I ; but at length, in 1659, by
the fuccefiive deaths of his two elder brothers, became poflefTed

of the family-eflate. At the reftoratlon he was reinllated in

his preferments ; and Dec. 2, 1661, promoted to the fee of
Hereford, which he never would quit, though he was offered a
better fee more than once. He became afterwards, about

1667, dean of the royal chapel, which he held to 1669, and
then refigned it i being weary of a court life, and finding but
fmall efteds from his pious endeavours. He then retired . to

his diocefe, where he lived an example of that ditcipline he was
Ibifl in enjoining others 5 and was extremely beloved for his

conft?.:it preaching, hofpitable temper, and extenfive charity.

He was very intent upon reforming fome things in the church,
which he thought abufes, and not tending to edification Lie
was very fcrupulous in his manner of admitting perfons into or-
^ders, and more efpecially to the priefthood ; and he refufed to
admit any prebendaries into his cathedral church, except fuch
as lived within his diiiccfe j that the duty of the church might

B b 4 not
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not be neglected, and that the addition of a prebend might be;

a comfortable addition to a fmall living. Thefe feem to have been

good refolutions ; and it is faid he continued inflexible in them.

In the mean time, he was not fo intent upon his private con-

cerns in his diocefe, but that he flievs^ed himftlf ready to ferve

the public as often as he thought it in his power. Accord-

ingly, in 1675, M'hen the quarrel with the non conformifts was
at its hiight, and the breach fo artfully widened that the pa-

pifts entertained hopes of entering through it, he publifhed a

piece, intituled, " The naked Truth ; or, the true ftate of the

primitive church," 4to. which was printed at a private prefs,

and addreffed to the lords and com.mons alTembled in parliament.

This, though no more than a fmall pamphlet of four or five

iheets, made a prodigious noifc, and was read and fludied by

all people of fenfe and learning in the kingdom. The author's

defign in it was to try, whether the legislature could be pre-

vailed upon to take any meafurcs for reconciling the differences

among proteftants, and for fecuring the church againfl the at-

tempts of papifts. He begins with articles of faith ; and having

Ihewn the danger of impofmg more than are neceflary, efpecially

as terms of communion, he proceeds next through all the great

points in difpute between the church of England and thofe that

diffent from her : labouring to prove throughout, that proteft-

ants differ about nothing that can truly be ftyled effential to re-

ligion ; and that, for the fake of union, compliances vvould be

more becoming, as well as more effe(flual, than enforcing uni-

formity by penalties and perfecution. The whole is written in

a fpirit of piety, and with great force of argument: neverthelefs

it was attacked with great zeal by the intolerant part of the

clergy, and fome of them wrote againfl it furioufly : Dr. Tur-
ner, mafter of St. John's college in Cambridge, particularly in

his *' Animadverfions on a pamphlet, called Ihe naked Truth,

1676," 4to. This was anfwered by Andrew Marvell, in a

piece, intituled, ** Mr. Smirke, or the divine in Mode -," in

which he ridicules the animadvertev with his ufual life and fpi-

rit, and gives the following chara&er of biftiop Croft's work :

•* It is a treatife," fays he, '• which, if not for its oppofer, needs

no commendation, being writ with that evidence and demon-
flration of truth, that all fober men cannot but give their af-

fent and confent to it unaflced. It is a book of that kind, that

ro chriftian can fcarce perufe it, without wiffiing himfelf to

have been the author, and almoft imagining that he is fo : the

conceptions therein being of fo eternal idea, that every man
finds it to be but a copy of the original in his own mind."

Many other pamphlets were written againft " The naked

Truth ;" but the author did not vouchfafe them any reply,

^ruth and public fervicp, not yain wrangling and debate, being

ihe
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Ae points he had in view. It was reprinted in i(5So, and many
times lince.

This was the firfl thing bifhop Croft publifhed, except two
fermons : one on Ifaiah xxvii. ver. laft, preached before the

houfe of lords upon the fall-day, Feb. ^, 1673 ' ^^^ other be-

fore the king at Whitehall, April 12, 1674^ on Philipp. i. 2r.

In 1678 he publiflied a third fermon, preached Nov. 4, at the

cathedral church in Hereford, and intituled, *' A fecond call

to a farther humiliation." The year after he publiflied " A
letter written to a friend concerning popifli idolatry :" and alfo

a fecond imprellion corredled, with additions, of his ** Legacy
to his diocefe ; or a (liort determination of all controverfies

we have with the papills by God's lioly word," 4to. After the

epiiile to all the people within his diocefe, efpecially thofe of

tlie city of Hereford, comes a preface ; then three fermons up-
on John V. 39. " Search the fcriptures, for in them ye think ye

have eternal life j" and lailly, a fupplement to the preceding

fermons, -together with a tra6l concerning the holy facrament of
the lord's fupper, promlfed in the preface. This work was cal-

culated by him to preferve the people of his diocefe from the

fnares of poplfh miffionarles, who were then very aclive all over

the kingdom. In 1685 he publifhed fome animadverfions on a
book, intituled, " The theory of the earth ;" and In 1688, "A
fhort difcourfe concerning the reading his majefty's late decla-

ration in churches." This, which was the lafl employment of
his pen, was fhewn by a certain courtier to king James ; who
ordered fo much of the difcourfe, as concerned the reading of
the declaration, to be publifhed to the world, and the reft to be
fupprelled, as being contrary to the views with which that de-
claration had been fet forth. It is remarkable of this excellent

prelate, that he had taken a refolution fome years before his

death, of refigning his bifhopric ; to which, it feems, he was
moved by fome fcruples of confclence. His motives he ex-
prefTed In along letter to Dr. Stillingfleet ; who however, in an
anfwer, fatisfied his confclence, and difpofed him to continue
his epifcopal charge with his ufual earneflnefs and vigour. He
died at his palace at Hereford, May 18, 1691, and was buried

in the cathedral there, where there remains this fhort infcrip-

tion over his grave-ftone : " Depofitum Plerberti Croft de Croft,

epifcopi Herefordenfis, qui oblit 18 die Mali A. D. 169T, aetatis

fuas 88; in vita conjun^ti :" that is, " Here are depofited the
remains of Herbert Croft of Croft, bifliop of Hereford, who
died May 18, 1691, in the 88th year of his age; in life

united.'' The laft words, " in life united," allude to his lying

next dean Benfon, at the bottom of vi^hofc grave-ftone are thefe,
*' in morte non divifi," that is, '* in death not divided :" the

two grave-ftones having hands.engraven on them, reaching from
one
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one to the other, and joined together, to fignify the laftlng and
uninterrupted friendfhip which fubfifted between thefe two re-

verend dignitaries.

As bifhop Croft lived, fo he died, without the leaft tindure
of that popery, which he had contra6led in his youth, as ap-

pears clearly enough from the preamble to his will. " I do,"

fays he, " in all hum.ble manner mod heartily thank God, that

he hath been moft gracioufly plenfed, by the light of his moll
holy gofpel, to recall me from the darknefs of grofs errors and
popifh fuperllitions, into which I was feduced in my younger
days, and to fettle me again in the true antient catholic and
apoftolic faith, profefled by our church of England, in which I

was born and baptized, and in which I joyfully die, &c." He
had one only fon, Herbert, who was educated in Magdalen
college, Oxford, was created baronet by Charles II. Nov. 167 1,

and was twice knight of the fhire in the reign of king William.
He died 1720, and was fucceeded by his fon Archer, and he by
his fon and namefake 1761.

CROFT (William), a mufician, was born at Nether-Eat-

ington in Warwickfhire •, but it is not faid in what year. He
was educated in the royal chapel under Dr. Blow, and became
crganift at St. Anne's, Weftminfter. In 1700 he was admitted

a gentleman-extraordinary of the chapel royal, and in 1704 or-

ganlft of the fame. In 1708 he fucceeded Dr. Blow as mafter

of the children and compofer to the chapel royal, and alfo as or-

ganift at Weftminfter-abbey. In 171 2 he publifhed, but with-

out his name, " Divine harmony, or a new colle£tion of felec^

anthems ;" to which is prefixed, " A brief account of church
mufic." In 1 7 15 he was created doctor in mufic at Oxford :

his exercife for that degree was an englifli and alfo a latin ode,

written by Mr. afterwards Dr. Jofeph Trapp, which, with the

mufic, were pubHfhed with the title of "Muficus apparatus aca-

demicus." In 1724 he publifhed by fubfcription a noble work
of his own, intituled, " Mufica facra, or feleft anthems in fcore,"

in 2 vols, the firft containing the burial fervice, which Purcell

had begun, but lived not to complete. He died Aug. 1727, of

an illnefs occafioned by attending upon his duty at the corona-

tion of George II •, and there is a monument eredled for him
in Weftminfter-abbey, from the infcription upon which we learn

that he was near 50 years of age. -

CROFT0N (Zachary). He was born in Ireland, and for

the moft part had his education in Dublin. When the irifli

troubles broke out he came over to England; and having but one

groat in his pocket, he fpent it the firft night at his quarters.

His firft living in the church was at Wrenbury in Cheftiire, from

whence he was expelled for refufing to take the engagement,

1648 i but he afterwards complied, and obtained the living of St.

Bptolph's
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Botolplvs near Aldgate, where he continued until the reftora-

tion. Having entered into a controveriy with bifhop Gauden con-

cerning the folemn league and covenant, the bifliop being fairly

worfhed, procured an order for Mr Crofton's imprifonment in

the Tower, where he continued until he was obliged to petition

for his liberty. He afterwards went into CheOiire, where he was

again imprifoned ; but obtaining his liberty, he took a fmall farm

for the fupport of his family. In 1667 he returned to London,

and took a fchool near Aldgate, where he died about 1672. He
publilhed a great number of controverfial pamphlets, but they

are now little known.
CROIX Du Maine (Francis la), born in the province of

Maine, lived to the latter end of the xvith century. He was fieur

or lord of the manor of Croix du Maine, and of Vieille Cour^

four leagues from Mans. From his very youth he had a paf-

fionate inclination for learning and books, having colle6led fo

great a library at the univerfity in greek and latin authors, and

moft european languages, that, as he fays himfelf, the catalogue

of them would make a volume. In 1584 he publiOied his

French Library, being a general account of all authors that wrote

in that language. He died during the civil wars, but it is not

certainly known in what year.

CROIX (Francis Petis de la), fecretary and interpreter

to the king of France in the turkifn and arable languages, died

Nov. 4, 169:;, in his 73d year; after having executed this em-
ployment for the fpace of 44 years. And it appears that he

executed it with as much integrity as abilities : for, when the

Algerines fought for peace of Lewis XIV, conditions were of-

fered, by which they were required to reimburfe to this mo-
narch 600,000 franks. The terms being thought exorbitant,

they had recourfe to ftratagem : and they offered a large fum to.

la Croix, who was the interpreter of all that pafled, if he would
put into the treaty " crowns of Tripoli," inftead of " french

crowns ;" which would have made to the Algerines a difference

of more than 100,000 livres. But the integrity of the inter-

preter triumphed over the temptation; which however was the

greater, as it was next to impoffible he fliould be difcovered.

Befides the turkidi and the arable, the perfian and the tarta-

rian, healfo underftood the sethiopian and armenian languages.

He is well known to the learned world by many works. He
tranflated the hiftory of France into the turkidi language. ' He
digelted the three volumes of " Voyages into the Lad-Indies"

of M. ] hevenot. He made an accura'te catalogue of all the

turkifh and perfian books in the king's library. He compofed

two complete diflionaries for the french and turkifh languages:

and, when he was dying, he was about to prefent the world with

fhe hiftory of Gegnhis khan. He undertook this hiftory by the or-

der
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der of M. Colbert : for this minifler, altogether intent upon ag-
grandizing his mafter, was accuilomed every week to call toge-
ther, either in the king's library or his own, certain of the

learned, whom, according as they excelled in their fevcral de-

partments in literature, he conftantly fet to work. This hiftory,

which coft la Croix more than ten years labour, is ufeful, not
only to the learned who are curious to know pafi: events, or to

geographers who had hitherto been greatly ignorant of the greater

Tartary, but likewife to all who trade to China, Perfia, or other

caftern parts of the world.

There is a good map of northern Afia drawn by M. de I'lfie,

accompanying the work; which M. Petis de la Croix, the au-

thor's fon, not only revifed, but, to render it more curious,

added to it an abridgement of the lives of all thofe authors from
whom it was extrafted. It was tranflated into englifh, and pub-
liflied at London, 1722, 8vo.

CROMPTON (William)^ M. A. was born at Barnftaple,

and had his education in Oxford. During, the time of the civil

wars he was fome time chaplain to a regiment in the fervice of

the parliament, and afterwards obtained the living of Barnftaple,

which he held until his ejedment for refufmg to comply with

the zQ: of uniformity. Being an inofFenfive man he lived with

his people, and preached in a meeting after the revolution until

his death, 1696. He was the author of feveral fmall tracts.

CROMWELL (Thomas), earl of Eflex, an eminent ftatef-

man in the reign of Henry VIII. and one of the chief inftru-

ments of the reformation, was the fon of a blackfmith at Putney
in Surrey ; and born, as we (hould imagine, about 1490. He
had by nature a llrong conftitution and excellent parts, to which
he added uncommon indliftry. As his extraclion was mean, fo

his education was low ; and his higheft proficiency in learning

was getting the latin verfion of the New 7"eftament by heart.

When he was come to years of difcretion he travelled abroad fcr

his improvement ; and was retained for feme time as clerk or

fecretary to the englifli fadory at Antwerp. But this fituption

not fuiting his afpiring fpirit, he travelled into divers countries,

in which he was fecretly employed about the king's affairs : he

thus learned various languages ; and that he might gain fome
knowledge of the art of war, he ferved for fome time as a fol-

dier under the duke of Bourbon, and was at the facking of

Rome.
On his return to England, he was admitted into the family

of cardinal Wolfey as his folicitor •, to whom he approved him-

felf by his fidelity and diligence in feveral important affairs

;

and whom he defended in the houfe of commons againft the ar-

ticles of impeachment with fo much wit and eloquence, as to

make his integrity and abilities much praifed and admired.'

After
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After the cardinal's fall die king employed him in his own
fervice; to whom he rendered himfelf very acceptable, by dif-

eovering to him, that the bifhops had incurred a premunire by
their oaths to the pope at their confecration, which fubjetlled all

their poflenions to his pleafure, and gave him an opportunity of

accumulating great riches. He was raifed in a fhort time to fe-

veral eminent dignities ; was fucceflively made a privy-coun-

fellor, and mafter of the jewcl-houle ; clerk of the hanaper, and
chancellor of tlie exchequer ; and principal fecretary of ftate,

and malter of the rolls; lord keeper of the privy feal, a baron
of the realm ; and vicar-general, and vicegerent over all the fpi-

rltuality, under the king, who v/as declared fupreme head of

the church.

He was tV.e chief inftrument in difiolving the abbies and other

religious houfes, and in depreffing the clergy, whom he ufually

called, on account of their acknowledging the papal authority,

the king's half fubjecls. With refpeci to the expulfion of the

monks, he obferved, that it was only reducing them to labour

and a lay character, which was their original inftitution ; and as

to the llrictnefs and auilerities of life, enjoined them by the

rules of their feveral orders, he alleged, that they might pradife

all this dilcipline and felf-deniai without the forms of a monaflic
confinement.

^He made ufe of his power for deftroying popery, and pro-

moting the refoi'macion. He caufed certain articles to be kt
forth and enjoined by the king's authority, which ftruck at many
eflentials of the romilh religion, fuch as tradition, worfliipping

of images, purgatory, and the feven facraments. Some injunc-

tions were likewife laid on the clergy, not to extol in their fer-

mons images, relics, miracles or pilgrimages, but to exhort their

people to ferve God, and to make provifion for their families ;

to inculcate the duty of parents to teach their children the Lord's

prayer, the creed, and the ten commandments in the vulgar

tongue J that an englifli bible fliouM be provided for every pa-
rifh church ; and that they (hould for every church keep one
book of regiiler for chrillenings, weddings, and buryings.

Having been thus inftrumental in promoting a reformation,

the king granted him many noble manors and large eftates, the

fpoils of the religious houfes ; advanced him to the dignity of
earl of Eflex ; and conftituted him lord high chamberlain of

England. The tide of pr&fperity, which had hitherto flowed in

upon him, began now to take a turn. A fcheme he laid to fe-

cure his greainefs proved his ruin ; fuch is the weaknefs of hu-
man policy ! He ufed his utmoft endeavours to procure a mar-
riage between Henry and Ann of Cleves. As her friends were
all lutherans, he imagined it might tend to bring down the po-
pifli party at court j and he exp^ded great fupport from a

queen
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<jueen of his own making. But die capricious monarch, beln^;

difgufted with her perfon on the firll night's cohabitation, took

an invincible averfion to the promoter of the marriage.

Many circumftances concurred to his ~uin. By reafon of his

low birth he was odious to the nobility ; to the roman catholics,

on account of his diffolution of the abbies ; to the nation in

general, on account of the large fubfidies he had demanded and
obtained. With thefe caufcs concurred a new and more fecret

reafon. The king not only hated his new queen, but had now
fettled his aiTecftion upon Catherine Howard •, and, finding his

government grown uneafy,, thought it good policy to call all

that had been done amifs upon a minifter, whofe afcendancy

over him had been notorious. He was arrefted at the council

table when he leaf!; fufpefted it, and com^mitted to the Tower

;

and in his fall had the common fate of all difgraced minifters,

to bs forfaken by his friends -, only archbifliop Cranmer, with

a friendfhip uncommon to courtiers, wrote earneflly to the king

in his favour, declaring no monarch of England had ever fo

valuable a fervant^ But his ruin was determined. The unjuft

pra^lice of attainting without heaving the parties anfwer for

themfelves, which he had too much promoted, was now turned

upon himfelf. He was accufed of feveral crimes and mifde-

meanors, and of feveral heretical principles and pradlices

;

though fome of thefe were improbable, and he might have

cleared himfelf of others by producing the king's orders : yet

no one duril venture to plead for him, and he was attainted of

high treafon and herefy.

He ufed all his efforts to procure mercy; and once MTOte to

the king in fuch pathetic terms, that his majefly caufed the letter

to be thrice read, and feemed to be affefted with it. But tlie

charms of Catherine Howard, and the folicitations of the duke
of Norfolk and the bifhop of Winchefter, at length prevailed j

and he was executed on Tower-Hill, after fix weeks imprifon-

ment, in July 1540. On the fcaffold he prayed fervently for

the king, and declared that he died in the catholic faith.

His charatler is varieufly reprefented by papifls and pro=

teflants ; by the former, as crafty, cruel, ambitious and covet-

ous ; by the latter, as carrying his greatnefs with admirable

temper and moderation, in his higheft elevation obliging and
grateful to his friends, and very bountiful to the poor. And it is

obferved, that he preferred more men of abilities and integrity,

both ecclefiaflics and laymen, than any one of his predeceflbrs in

power had ever done.

CROMWELL (Oliver), protedor of the commonwealth of

England, was defcended, both by his father and mother, from

families , of great antiquity. He was the fon of Mr. Robert

Cromwell, who was the fecond fon of fir Henry Cromwell of

3 fiinchin-
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KInchinbrooke, in the county of Huntingdon, knt. wliofe great

cran dfather is conje£lured to have been one Walter Cromwell,

a blackfmith at Putney, and his grandmother fifter to Thomas
Cromwell, earl of EfTex, prime minifler and favourite to Henry
VIII. We fay conjedured ; for when Goodman, bifliop of

Gloucefter, who turned papift, and "w^as very defirous of making
his court to the proteclor, dedicated a book to him, and more-
over prefented a printed paper to him, by which he pretended

to claim kindred with him, as being himfelf fo^nevvay allied to

Thomas earl of Effex, the proteftor with fome warmth told him,
" that lord was not related to his family in any degree." Sir

William Dugdale deduces John lord Williams, of Thame, from
the fame family with fir Richard Williams, who aflumed the

name of Cromwell, and was great grandfather of the prote£lor-

Hence it is more probable, he was fon of fir Thomas Cromwell
flieriif of Cambridge and Huntingdon fhires, 2S Hen. VIII. as

was fir Richard himfelf four years after. Sir Richard was in

high favour with Hen. Vill. who granted him the fcite of five

religious houfes in the county of Huntingdon ; viz. Hinchiri-

brooke, Saltrey, St. Neot's, Huntingdon, and Ramfay ; of which
he made Ramfay abbey his refidence -, and rebuilt the houfe

•which his great grandfon Henry fold to col. Titus. Hinchin-
brooke defcended to his grandfon Oliver, who was made a knight

of the Bath at the coronation of James I. and fold it to an an-

ceftor of the prefent earl of Sandwich, whofe feat it now is,

Robert, younger brother of fir Oliver, and father of the pro-
te£lor, was fettled at Huntingdon, and had four fons (includ-

ing the protedlor) and (even daughters. Though by the intereft

of his brother he was put into the commiffion of the peace for

Huntingdonfhire, he had but a fiender fortune ; molt of his

fupport arifing from a brewhoufe in Huntingdon, chiefly ma-
naged by his wife. She was Elizabeth, daughter of a Stewart,
of Rothfeyth in Fifefliire, and filter of fir Robert Stewart, of
the ifle of Ely, knt. who has been reported, and not wlihout
fome foundation of truth, to have been defcended from the royal

houfe of Stuart; as appears from a pedigree of her family ftill

in being. Out of the profits of this trade, and her own jointure
of 6'ol. per annum, Mrs. Cromwell provided fortunes for her
daughters, fufficient to marry them into good families. The
eldeft, or fecond furviving, was the wife of Mr. John Delbo-
rough, afterwards one of the prote6tor's major-generals ; ano-
ther married, firrt, Roger Whetftone, efq. and afterwards co^
lonel John Jones, who was executed for being one of the king's

judges ; the third efpoufed colonel Valentine Walton, who died
in exile ; the fourth, Robina, married firft Dr. Peter French,
and then Dr. John Wilkins, a man eminent in the republic of
letters, and after the reftoration bifhop of Chefter. It may not

be
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be amifs to add, that an aunt of the prote6lov's married Francis

Barrington, efq. from whom defcended the Barringtons of Eflex j

another aunl'Jolm Hampden, efq. of Buckinghamfliire, by
whom {he was mother of the famous John Hampden, whof

loft his life in Chalgrave field; a third^was the wife of Mr.
Whaley, and the mother of colonel Whaley, in whofe cuftody*

the king was while he remained at Hampton-court ; the fourth

aunt married Mr. Dunch.
Ha"\dng given this fhort account of Cromwell's family, let us

proceed to fpeak of himfclf. He was born in the parifli of

St. John, Huntingdon, where his father moftly lived, April 25^

1599, and baptized 29th of' the fame month; and educated in

grammar-learning at the free-fchool in that town. We have

very ditterent accounts of his behaviour while he remained at

fchool : fome fay that he fliewed very little propenfity to learn-

ing ; others, that he made a great proficiency in it. It is very

probable that both are wrong ; and that he was not either in-*

corrigibly dull, or wonderfully bright ; but that he was an un-

lucky boy, and of an uneafy and turbulent temper," is reported

by authors of unfufpedled veracity. Many (lories are told of his

enthufiafm in this early part of his life ; one of which we fhal!

mention : Lying melancholy upon his bed, in the day-time, he

fancied he faw a fpectre, which told him, that he iTiould be

. the greateft man in the kingdom. His father being informed

of this, was very angry, and defired his mafter to correct hirn

feverely, which, hov/ever, had no great effect ; for Oliver was
-ftill perfuaded of the thing, and would fometimes mention it,

notwithftanding his uncle Stewart told him, " it was too trai-

torous to repeat it." Sir Philip Warwick tells us, that he was

very well acquainted with one Dr. Simcot,- Cromwell's phy-

ficiau in the earlier part of his life, who allured him, that he

was a very fanciful man, and fubjecl: to great diforders of ima-

gination : and it is certain, that he was not altogether free from

thefe fits during his whole life, not even in the height of his-

profperity.

From Huntingdon he was removed to Sidney college in

Cambridge, where he was admitted fellow-commoner, April ir^y

16 16. The entry of his admiflion is in thefe words: " Oli-*

verus Cromwell, Huntingdonenfis, admillus ad commeatum fo-^

ciorum coU. Siden. Aprilis 23, 1616; tutore M. Ricardo How-*

Jet." We have very different accounts of the progrefs he made
in his ftudies while a member of the univerfity. It is certain

that he was well read in the greek and roman hiftory ; but

whether he acquired this knowledge at Cambridge, is a point

that may be doubted ; fince, as feveral M^riters inform us, he

fpcnt much of his time there at foot-ball, cricket, and other ro-

buft exercifes, for his ikiil and expertnefs in which he was famous.

His
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His father dying about two years aftet; he had been at college,

he returned home ; where the irregularity of his conducl fo

diflurbed his mother, that, by the advice of friends, flie fent him
to London, and placed him in Lincoln's inn. But this did not

anfwer the end propofed ; for, inftead of applying to the fludy

of the hw, he gave himfelf up to wine, women, and play ; fo

that he quickly diflipated what his father had left him. His
ftay at Lincoin's-inn could not be long, nor was this feafon of

wildnefs of much continuance ; for he was married by the time

he was 21, as appears from the parifli regiller of Sc. John,
Huntingdon; in '.vhich we find, that his eldeft fon Robert, who
died a child, was born 0£l. 8, 162 1 ; fo that if he ftaid but two
years at the univerfity, and it is very probable that he did not
ftay there longer, there was not above two years more for his

going to Lincoln's inn, and running through the whole circle of
his follies. The lady he married was Elizabeth, daughter of fir

James Bouchier of ElTcx, knt. defcended from the ancient earls

of Eflex of that name ; whom he gained more by the intereft of
his relations Hampden, Barrington, Stewart, &c. than by his

own. She was a woman of fpirit and parts, and it is faid not
without a confiderable fhare of pride.

Soon after he returned to Huntingdon, where he led a very
grave and fober life. Some have imputed this very fudden re-

nunciation of his vices and follies, to his falling in with the
puritans; but it is certain, that he remained then, and for fome
time after, a zealous member of the church of England, and
entered into a clofe friendihip with feveral eminent divines. He
continued at Huntingdon till an eftate of above 400I. a year,

devolving to him by the death of his uncle fir Thomas Stewart,

induced him to remove into the ifle of Ely. It was about this

time that he began to fail off from the church, and to converfe

with the puritans, whofe notions he foon after embraced with
his ufual warmth. He was elecled a member of the third

parliament of Charles 1. which met Jan. 20, 1628 ; and was of
the committee for religion, where he dillinguilhed himfelf

by his zeal againfb popery, and by complaining of Neile bi-

fhop of Wincheller's licenfing books which had a danger-

ous tendency. After the difiblution of that parliament, he re-

turned into the country, where he continued to exprefs much
concern for religion, and. to freqiient filenccd minifters, and
to invite them often to le(£l:ures and fermons at his houfe. By
this he brought his affairs again into a very indifferent fitua-

tion, fo that, by way of repairing his fortune, he took a farm at

St. Ives, which he kept about "five years, but which rather

helped to run out the remainder of it, and had totally undone
him, if he had not thrown it upi Thefe difappointments re-

vived in him a fchcme, which his bad circumltances firft fug-

VoL. IV. C c gefted
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geftcd while at Lincoln's-inn, of going over into New England.

This was in 1637 ; and his defign, it is thought, had certainly

been executed, if he had not been hindered by the ifluing

out a proclamation for reftraining fuch embarkations. The
next year he had lefs time upon his hands •, for the earl of

Bedford, and fome other perfons of high rank, who had large

cflates in the fen country, were very defirous of feeing it

better drained ; and though one project of this fort had faded,

they fet on foot another, and got it countenanced by royal au-

thority, and fettled a (hare of the profits upon the crown.

This, though really intended for a public benefit, was oppofed

as injurious to private property, and at the head of the oppo-~

fition was Cromwell, who had a confulerable intereft in thofe

parts. The a£livity and vigilance which he fhewed upon this

occafion, firft rendered him confpicuous j and gave occafion to

his friend and relation Hampden, to recommend him afterwards

in parliament, as a perfon capable of contriving and conducting

great things. Notwithfianding this, he was not very fuccefsful

in his oppofition, and, as his private affairs were ftill declining,

he was in a very neceffitous condition at the approach of the

long parliament.

In thefe circumflances one might wonder, how he fhould'

form a defign, at a time when eletStions were confidered as

things of the utmoft confequence, of getting himfelf chofen,

more efpecially for the town of Cambridge, where he was fo

far from having any intereft, that he was not fo much as

known ; and, if he had been known, would never have been

elected, hut the whole of that affair was owing to an accidental

intrigue, in which himfelf had at firft no hand. One reafon

why he quitted Huntingdon was, a difpute he had with Mr.
Bernard, upon his becoming recorder, about precedency 5 a.

point in which he was very nice. After he came to Ely, he
reforted entirely to noncotiformift meetings, where he quickly

diftinguifhed himfelf by his gifts, as they were ftyled in thofe

days, of preaching, praying, and expounding. At one of thefe

meetings he met with Richard Tims, a tradefman of Cambridge,

who rode every Sunday to Ely for the fake of pure do6trine

;

and captivated his heart entirely. This man, hearing that a

parliament was to be called, and being himfelf one of the com-
mon-council, took it into his head, that there could not be a

fitter man to be their burgefs, than Mr. Cromwell; and with

this notion he went to Wildbore, a draper in the town, and a

relation of Cromwell's, who agreed with him exadtly as to

the fitnefs of the perfon, but told him the thing was impoffible,

as he was not a freeman, Tims, not fatisfied with that, ad-

dreffed himfelf next to Evett, a tallow-chandler, who was alfo

a puritan. ' He reliflied the thought ; but, for the fame reafon,

pronounced
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pronounced the defign imprafticable. However, Tims was
hardly got out of his houfe, before Evett fent for him back,

and whlfpered, that the mayor had a freedom to beftow, and
tliat one Kitchlngman, an attorney, who had married liis wife's

filter, atid was of tlieir party, had a great influence over him.

He advifed him therefore to move Ivitchingman in it, who was
to ufe his intereft with the mayor, under colour that iVlr. Crom-
well was a gentleman of fortune, and had a mind to come and

live in the town, which was then in a poor condition ; but with
a drift charge to hide the true defign, alderman French, who
was then the mayor, being a declared royalift. When they

came to make this application to him, French faid he was
forry, but that in reality they came too late, for he had pro-

mifed his freedom to the kiiig's hflierman. Kitchingman eafily

removed this objecSlion, by undertaking that the town (hould

confer a freedom upon the perfon he mentioned •, and fo, at

the next court-day, the mayor declared his intention to beftow
his freedom upon a very worthy gentleman of the ifle of Ely,

one Mr. Cromwell ; who, being apprized of his friend's in-

duftry, came to town over night, and took up his lodgings at

Almond's, a grocer. Thither the mace was fent for him, and
he came into court drefled in fcarlet, richly laced with gold;
where, having provided plenty of claret and fweetmeats, they

were fo well circulared among the corporation, that they

unanimoufly declared Mr. Mayor's freeman to be a civil worthy
gentleman. When the election came on, the mayor difcovered

his midake ; but it was then too late, for the party among the

burgelTes was drong enough to choofe him, which tliey ac-

cordingly did at the next eledljon the enfuing year.

When he came into parliament, he was very condant in his

attendance, and a frequent fpeaker ; though he did not at that

time difcover any of the great qualities which afterwards ap-

peared, and which feem to have been called out as occafion re-

quired. He afie6led not only plainnefs but carelefTnefs in drefs,

was very uniform in his conduft, and fpoke warmly and roundly,

but without eicher art or elocution. He was very forward in

cenfurlng what were called grievances, both in church and date,

though he had not framed to himfelf any plan of reform.ation.

This he frankly acknowledged, with refpe£l to ecclefiadical

affairs, when prefled by fir Thomas Chicheleyand Mr, Warwick
to declare his fentiments on that fubjeft. " I can tell," fald

Cromwell, " what I would not have, though I cannot tell what
1 would have." He was very zealous in promoting the re-

monftrance, which was carried Nov. 14, 1641, and which in

reality laid the bafis of the civil war ; and declared to lord

Falkland afterwards, that if the remondrance had not been
i;arricd, he was refolvcd to have converted the fmall remains of

C c 2 Kis
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his eftate into ready money the next day, and to have quitted

the kingdom upon the firit opportunity. His firmnefs upon
this occafion recommended him fojsffeftually to Hampden,
Pym, and the rell of the leaders on that fide, that they took

him into all their councils; where he acquired that clear infight

into things, and knowledge of men, of which afterwards he

made fuch aftoniflTing ufe. As foon as the parliament formed

any fcheme of raifmg forces, which was in the beginning oi

1642, Cromwell fliewed his a£livity, by going immediately to

Cambridge ; where he foon raifed a troop of horfe, of which

himfelf was appointed commander. He fixed his head quarters

there, where he ailed with great fevcrity •, towards' the univerfity

more cfpeciaily, after he miffed feizing the plate contributed by

the loyal colleges for the king's fervice, and fent down to the king

at the very time that he fet up his ftandard at Nottingham. It

was probably about the fame time that Cromwell had a very

remarkable interview with his uncle, of which fir Philip War-
wick had an account from the old gentleman himfelf. " Vifit-

ing old fir Oliver Cromwell, his uncle and godfather, at his

houfe at Ramfey, he told me this flory of his fuccefsful nephew
and godfon, that he vifited him with a good flrong party of

horfe, and that he afked him his bleflfmg ; and that the few

hours he was there, he would not keep on his hat in his pre-

fence ; but at the fame time that he not only difarmed, but

plundered him, for he took away all his plate." He was more
fuccefsful in his next enterprife ; for being informed that the

king had appointed fir Thomas Coninglby {herifF of Hertford-

(hire, and had fent him a writ, requiring him to proclaim the

earl of EfTex and his adherents Mraitors, Cromwell marched with

his troop directly to St. Alban's, where he feized fir Thomas
Coningfoy for thafacflion, and carried him prifoner to London.

He received the thanks of the parliament for this ; and we find

him foon after at the head of 1 000 horfe, with the title of

colonel. Strange as it may feem, it is confirmed by hiftorians

on all fides, that, though he aflumed the military charafter in his

43d year, in the Ipace of a few months he not only gained the re-

putation of an officer, but really became a good one; and ftill

ftranger, that by more dint of difcipline he made his new-raifed

men excellent foldiers, and laid the foundation of that invincible

ilrength, which he afterwards exerted in behalf of the parliament.

The nature of our work will not fuffer us to enter into c^

detail of all Cromwell's exploits in the courfe of the civil war

;

we muft content ourfelves with mentioning in a general way
fome few memorable acts, referring our reader to hiilories for

more particular accounts. In the fpring of 1643, having fettled

matters In the fix affociated counties of Effex, Hertford, Norfolk,

Suffolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdon, he advanced into Lin-

colnfhire.



CROMWELL. 389

colnfliire, where he did great fervice by reftraiiiing the king's

garrifon at Newark, giving a clieck to the earl of Newcadle's
troops at Horncaftle, and many other things, which increafed

his credit high with the parliament. The icots having been
invited to England by the parliament, it was judged highly re-

quifite that the army under the earl of Mancheiier and Crom-
well, who was now declared lieutenant-general of the horfe,

(hould join them ; the better to enable them to reduce York,
which they had clofely befieged. This fervice was performed
with great vigour and diligence, efpecially by Cromwell ; for

though the earl had the title, the power was chiefly in Cromwell;
and things were fo dextroufly managed between him and his

friends at Weftminfter, that, as they knew they might depend
upon him, they took care to put'as much in his hands as they

could. In the battle of iVIarfton Moor, fought July 3, 1644, it

is unanimouily agreed, that Cromwell's cavalry, who \a ere com-
monly ityled Ironftdes, changed the fortune of the day, as that

battle did of the war •, for the king's affiirs declined, and the

parliament's flouriihed ever after. Sone, however, though
they allow this readily to Cromwell's forces, have yet repre-

fented him as a6\ing in a pitiful cowardly manner, and fo ter-

rific, as even to run away : but allowance muft. be made for

the relators. It is certain, that on the 19th of the fame month
he ftormed the earl of Exeter's fine houfe at Burleigh ; and no
man's courage, condu£l and fervices were more valued at Lon-
don. He was alfo in the fecond battle at Newbury, Sept. 17,
in the fame year ; and is faid to have made fo bold a charge
with his horfe upon the guards, that his majefty's perfon had
been in the utmoll danger, if the old earl of Cleveland had not

come in to his relief, and preferved his mailer's liberty at

the expence of his own. And in the winter, when the difputes

in parliament ran higher than ever, nothing but Cromwell's
merit and good fortune were talked of by his party ; fome of

whom even ftyled him the faviour of the nation.

The wifeft men and the bed patriots faw very clearly whither

thefe excelfive praifes tended. That the nation might be made
as fully convinced of it, the earl of Manchefler exhibited a
charge againll him in the houfe of lords •, and Cromwell, in re-

turn, brought another againll the noble peer in the houfe
of commons. It is true, that neither of thefe charges was
profecuted ; but it is neverthelefs true, that Cromwell and his

friends abfolutely carried their point, by bringing in what was
called the felf-denying ordinance, which excluded the members
of either houfe from having any commands in the army ; from
which, however, on account of his extraordinary merit, that

fet him above all ordinances, Cromwell was at firft occafionally,

and at length abfolutely, exempted. From being heutenant-

/ C c
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general of the horfe he became lieutenant-general of the army

»

and he procured an addrel's from his regiment declaring their

fatisfaftion with the change. He continued to dilHnguiih him-

felf by his military fuccelVes, and to receive the thanks of both

houfes for the fervices he did. He flione particularly at the

battle of Nafeby June 14, 1646, and had alfo his fliare in re-

ducing the weffc ; till, upon the furrender of Exeter, April 13,

1645, he found leifure to return to London. Upon taking his

feat in the houfe, thanks were returned him, in terms as ftrong

as words could exprefs ; and the prevailing party there received

from him fuch encouragement, as induced them to believe he

was wholly at their devotion. But in this they wercniiflaken;

for while they thought the lieutenant-general employed in their

bufinefs, he was in reality only attentive to his own. Thus, when
the parliament inclined to dilband a part of their forces, after the

king had delivered himfelf to the Scots, and the Scots had agreed

to deliver him to the parliament, Cromwell oppofed it vigoroufly,

if not openly. For, in the firft place, he infinuated by his

emiflaries to the foldiers, that this was not only the higheft piece

of ingratitude towards thofe who had fought the parliament

into a power of difbanding them, but alfo a crying atl of in-

juftice, as it was done with no other view than to cheat them

of their arrears. Secondly, he procured an exemption for fir

Thomas Fairfax's army, or, in other words, for his own, the

general only having that title and appointments, while Cromwell

had the power; and the weight of the reduction fell upon
Maffey's brigade in the weft, together with the troops which

colonel Poyntz commanded in Yorklhire •, men of whom he had

good reafon to doubt, and upon whom the parliament might

have depended. Thus he dextroufly turned to his own advan-

tage the means which, in. truth, were contrived for his de-

{lvu£l:ion.

Nov. 12, 1646, the army marched triumphantly through Lon-

don; and in February following, the Scots having received the mo-
ney agreed on, delivered up the king, who was carried prifoner to

Holmby. At this time Cromwell had a very nice game to play.

What wore the legal appearance of power was evidently in the

hands of the parliament, in which the prelbyterian party was ftill

prevalent; and as the general fir Thomas Fairfax was likewife in

that intereft, it looked as if the real power was alfo on their

fide. At the bottom, however, the army, now taught to know
their own ftrength, were in reality the mafters ; and they were

entirely directed by Cromwell, though they knew it not them-

felves. He faw the neceflity of having a ftrong place, and

getting the king's perfon into their power ; and he contrived to

do both, without feeming to have a hand in either. Oxford

was at ihat time in a good condition, and well fupplted with

artillerv,
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anlllerjr, upon which the army feized it with the magazines,

and every thing elfe j and Cromwell, then at London, prevailed

upon cornet Joyce to feize the king's perfon with a (Irong de-

tachment of horfe, not only without the general's orders, but

without any orders at all, except thofe verbal inftrudions from
Cromwell. This was executed June 4, 1647, notwithftanding

the parliament's commiirioners were then with the king; who
Avas condutlcd from Holmby to Uhilderlly in Cambridgefliire,

then the army's head quarters. Here, through the manage-
ment chiefly of Cromwell and his fon-in-law commilTary Ireton,

the king was treated, not only with reverence, but with kind-

nefs ; and when fir Thomas Fairfax, who knew nothing of

the taking of the king away, and difliked ir, would have fent

him back again with the commillioners, under the guard of

two regiments of hori'e, the king abfolutely refufed to move.
Nay, to fuch a degree was that monarch convinced of the fin-

cericy of his new friends, that he had the indifcretion to tell

fir Thomas Fairfax, when he made him a tender of his duty

and refpecl, with promifes of fair treatment, that " he thought

he had as good an in'ereft in the army as himfelf."

The remaining fix months of this year were the mofh critical

of Cromwell's whole life: for, in order to fucceed in his fchemes,

it was abfolutely neceflary for him to deceive the king, the par-

liament, and the army, which in turn was effe£led, though not

without danger and difficulty. The, king relied entirely upon
Cromwell and Ireton j and they, on the other hand, fpoke of

and acted towards him in fuch a manner, that they were look-

ed upon as abfolute courtiers. Nor is it at all wonderful that

the king gave credit to them, when they brought the army to

fend a letter to the parliament, which was delivered July 9,

1647 ; avowing the king's caufe to be theirs, and that no fettle-

ment could be hoped for, without granting him his juft rights.

As to the parliament, fo long as they enjoyed their power,

Cromwell always fpoke the language of a member of the houfe

of commons ; (hewed a high regard for their privileges ; and

profefled, that he was fufpe£led and difliked by the army, for

his attachment to the civil government. This did not, how-
ever, hinder his being dilbelieved by many ; till at length he

found it neceflary, for his own fafety, to make his efcape from
the houfe with fome precipitation. That mutinous fpirit which
the foldiers difcovered againft the parliament was raifed, fo-

mented, and managed by Cromwell and ireton •, the former de-

claring at Triploe-heath, when the parliament had been obliged

to erafe their own declaration out of their journals, that *^ now
they might be an army as long as they lived."

Soon after this, a new party fprung up among the foldiers,

under the title of I,evellers, who made no fecret of their hating

C c 4 equally
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equally both king and parliament; and it was to fave himfelf

from thefe people, who, as he was informed by Cromwell,

fought his life, that the king, Nov. 1 1, fled from Hair.pton-court

to the iile of Wight, after having rejected the parliament's pro-

pofals by Cromwell's and Ireton's advice. Immediately after

this, Cromwell altered his behaviour to the king entirely; for,

haying made ufe of the king's prefence to manage the army,

and of the power which tlie army had thereby acquired, to

humble and debafe tlie parliament, there remained no end to

be anfwered by keeping meafures any longer with the king.

The parliament, now much ahered from what it was, upon the

king's refufing to pafs four bills they had fent him, fell into

very warm debates ; in which it is aflerted that Cromwell was

a principal fpeaker, and inveighed bitterly againft liis majefly,

faying, " the king was a very able man, but withal a great dif-

fembler ; one in wlnom no trufh could be repofed, and with

whom therefore they ought to have nothing to do for the fu-

ture." However this might be, the parliament, Jan. 5, voted,

that no more addrelTes ftiould be made to the king; and from

that time he was more ifrictly iraprifoned than ever. In the

mean time, there were rifings in feveral pa.ts of the kingdom
;

which employing the military power-, the city of London and

the parliament were left in fome meafure at liberty to purfue

their own fentiments ; and what thefe were, quickly appeared.

For on June 27, 1648, the C'ty petitioned for a perfonal treaty

with the king, which was very well received, and fome fteps

taken thereupon. A few days after, the commons recalled

their vote for ncn-addrefles, fet on foot a perfonal treaty with

the king at the ifle of Wight, and at length voted his majefhy's

concefhons fatisfa61:ory. An attempt was alfo made to impeach
Cromwell of high treafon. But the army having now reduced

all things, and returning towards London, Nov. 20, fent a re-

monftrance to th.e hcufc of commons, difipproving all they had
done. The remonlhance was carried by colonel Ewers, who
went next into the ifle of Wight, where he feized the perfon of

the king, and carried hifn to Hurfl caftle. This was refented

by the parliament, who commanded the general to recall his oXt

ders ; but inftead of this, the army marched dire<5fly to London
;

and, in December, took pofiiinion of it, purged the houfe of

commons, turning out the greater part of its members, and

then forcing the reft to do what the\ pleaffd. In mod of thefe

proceedings Cromwell appeared very active, and is, with good
reafon, believed to have direcled them all.

It is not necelTary to dwell particularly upon thofe well-known

circumflances relating to the king's being brought before the

hi"h court of juflice, and to ^hc lentence of death pafled upon

him there ; fince the part Cromwell, acted therein was open

and
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dnd public. He fat at the court ; he figned the warrant ; and

he prolecuted the acconiplilhment of it by the bloody execu-

tion of the king. When the firft propofition was made in the

houfe of commons for trying the king, he rofe up, and faid,

that " if any man moved this upon defign, he fliould think him
the greateft traitor in the world ; but fmce Providence and ne-

ceHity had caft them upon it, he fliould pray God to blefs their

councils, though he was not provided on the fudden to give

them counfel." But not long after he was : for, being a great

pretender to enthuliafm and revelations, he told them, that

as he was praying for a bleffing from God on his undertaking

to reftore the king to his prilline majefty, his tongue cleaved

to the roof of his mouth, that he could not fpeak one word
more ; which he took as a return of prayer, that God had re-

jected him from being king. Many applications were made
to Cromwell for faving the king's life ; and fome of the paf-

fages relating to them are curious and worth notice. One of

the molt remarkable, as it greatly illuftrates the character of

the man, we think it neceflary to relate ; and that is, the tranf-

aclion between the lieutenant-general and a coufin of his, colo-

nel John Cromwell, an ofHcer in the fervice of the States. This

gentleman is faid to have been in England while the king was
in the hands of the army ; and that, in a conference he had
with the lieutenant-general, the latter made ufe of this expref-

fion, " I think the king the mod injured prince in the world j"

and then, clapping his hand upon his fvvord, added, " But this,

coufm, (hall do him right." The colonel returning to Holland foon

after, reported what he took tobetruth,thatthe lieutenant-general

had a great refpecl for the king. When therefore the news of

the king's trial reached Holland, he was fent over with letters

credential from the States, to which was added a blank with

the king's fignet, and another of the prince's, both confirmed by
the States, for Cromwell to fet down his own conditions, if he
would now fave his majefty's life. The colonel went diredlly

to his kinfman's houfe j who was fo retired and fliut up in his

chamber, with an order to let none know he was at home, that

it was v^ith much difficulty he obtained admittance, after he
had declared who he was. Having mutually faluted each other,

the colonel defired to fpeak a few words with him in private ;

and began with much freedom to fet before him the heinouf-

nefs of the fact then about to be committed, and with what de-

teftation it was looked upon abroad : telling him, that " of all

men living he could never have imagined he would have had
any hand in it, who in his hearing had protefled fo much for

the king." To this Cromwell anfwered, "It was not he but the

army j and though he did once fay fome fuch words, yet now
jtinves were altered, and Providence feemed to order things

otherwife,"



394- C R O M W ELL.

otherwife." And it is faid he added, that " he had ^rzjed and

failed for the king, but no return tJiat way was yet made to

him." Upon this the colonel flepped a little back, and fud-

denlv fliut the door, winch made Cromwell apprehend he was

going to be afiaffinated ; but piilli;ig out his papers, he faid to him,
*' Coufm, this is no time to tritie with words : fee here, it is

now in your own power, not only to make yourfelf, but your

family, relations, and poilerlty happy and honourable for ever;

otherwife, as they changed their name before from Williams to

Cromwell, referring to an old tradition in the family, fo now
they mud be forced to change it again : for this fa6t will bring

fuch an ignominy upon the whole generation of them, as no

time will be able to deface." At this Cromwell paufed a little,

and then faid, " 1 defire you will give me till night to confider

of it •, and do you go to your inn, but not to bed, till you hear

from me." The colonel did accordingly ; and about one in

the morning, a meffenger came to-tell him, " He might go to

reft, and expe6l no other anfwer to carry to the prince ; for the

council of officers had been feeking God, as he nlfo had done

the fame, and it was refolved by them all, that the king muft

die."

The government being now entirely changed, for in five days

after the king's death the houfe of lords was voted ufelefs, it

became necelfary to think of fome expedient for managing the

executive power \ and therefore' it was refolved to fet up a coun-

cilof iiate,of which John Bradlhaw was prefidentjand lieutenant-

general Cromwell a principal member. But before he had well

taken pofTeffion of this new dignity, he was again called to ac-

tion ; and that too as briik, and at leaft as hazardous, as any in

which he had hitherto been concerned. The perfons he had to

en'-rage were part of the army he commanded ; who being dif-

fatisfied on fome account or other, fet forth their fentiments by

way of remonftrance prcfentcd to the general. For this high

oircncc they were leized, and tried by a court martial, and fen-

tenctd to ride with their faces to their horfes' tails, at the head

of their refpe6l:ive corps, with a paper exprelhng their crime

fixed on their breaftsj after which their fvi'oids were to be broke

over their heads, and themfelves caniieTcd-, every circumllancc

of which was ftrictly executed, March 6, in Great Falace-yard.

This ferved only to increafe the fiame : for feveral regiments of

horfe, and among the reil Cromwell's own, mutinied, put white

cockades in their hats, and appointed a rendezvous at Ware
;

where Cromwell appeared, when he was lead fufpetted, and

brouglit with him iome regiments quartered at a diftance, that

he could depend on. Here, without any previous expoftula-

tions, he with two regiments of horfe furrounded one regiment

of the mutineers, and, calling four men by name out of their

r2nk.s,
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that efcaped were ordered to (hoot the others, which they did :

upon which the reft thought fit to Hip their white cockades into

their pockets, and to fecure themfelves by a fubmilhon. The
fame iprrit of mutiny broke out in another regiment of horfe ;

but it was entirely fubdued by Cromwell, and the fomenters of

it punifhed. After this he and Fairfax went, firll, to Oxford,

where they were made doftors in civil law j and thence to Lon-
don, where they were fplcndidly entertained by the city, and

had prefents of great value when they took leave. At this time

England, if not quiet, was totally fubdued: the Scots w^ere

diicontented, but not in arms ; fo that Ireland became the prin-

cipal object of the parliament's care, fince in that illand, of

three parties which had for many years been {bedding each

other's blood, their own was the weakelt. In Auguft therefore

1649, Cromwell embarked with an army for Ireland, where his

fuccelTes, as in England, were attended with fo few difappoint-

ments, that, by June 1650, he had in a manner fubdued the

whole ifland. By that time his prefencc was required in Eng-
land, not only by thofe who wifhed him well, but even by his

mod inveterate enemies ; and therefore conilituting his fon-

in-lav; Ireton his deputy, he took (hip for Briltol, where after a

dangerous palTage he fafely arrived, leaving fuch a terror upoa
the -minds of the Irifli, as made every thing eafy to thofe who '

fucceeded him, and completed the conqueil of that country.

His return to London was a kind of triumph j and all ranks

of people contended, either from love or fear, who fliould

^fhew him the mod refpect. At his taking his feat in the houfe,

he had thanks returned him for his fervices in the higheft

terms. When thefe ceremonies were over, they proceeded to

matters of greater confequence : for, by this time, the parlia-

ment had another war upon their hands, the Scots having in-

vited home Charles II. and prepared an army to invade Eng-
land. There is no doubt that the parliament would readily

have trufted this war to the condudl of lord Fairfax, a brave

man and good officer ; but Fairfax had taken the covenant,

and, fuch M'ere his fcruples, he could not bring himfelf to

think of breaking it by attacking the Scots in their own country,

Cromwell thought, and riglitly, that they fliould not wait for an
invafion, but prevent oneinvafion by another; and therefore pref-

fed. Fairfax to continue in his comma'nd, and the more earneitly,

becaufe he knew he would not do it ; declaring that he thought

it a greater honour to ferve as his lieutenant-general, than to com-
mand in chief the fined army in the world. Fairfax however
•remained inflexible in his refolution ; fo that, June 26, an or-

dinance pafled for repealing his commiffion, and at the fame
time another for appointing Cromwell general and commander

in
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in chief of all the forces of the commonwealth. He had now
fuch power as might have fatisued the mod ambitious mind

;

for though he offered to refiga his lieutenancy of Ireland, the

parliament would not accept it. HeMi:iarched with an army
to Scotland, and, Sept. 3, gained the victory of Dunbar, than

which none ever did liim greater credit as a commander. He
continued the war all the winter : in the fpring was feverely

attacked by an ague : of which recovering, he, after feveral

fuccefies, forced the ki«g into England, and blocked him up in

Worcefter. Sept. 3, 1651, he attacked and carried that city,

totally defeated the king's forces, and gained what he himfelf

called, in his letter to the parliament, the crowning victory.

It is faid, that this fignal Itroke of luccefs took Cromwell a

little off his guard. He would have knighted two of his prin-

cipal commanders upon the held of battle, and was with dif-

ficulty diflliaded from it : his letter to the parliament on this

occafion was conceived in higher and loftier terms than ufual

:

and Ludlow fays, that his behaviour was altered from that day,

and that all who were about him obferved it. It is certain,

neverthelefs, that he afterwards behaved with great humility

and fubmiflion to the parliament ; though in the mean time he

took all care imaginable to make the army fenfible of their

own importance, and to let them fee that nothing could divide

tireir interefts from his own. This was the true foundation of

his growing greatnefs, and of the gradual declenfion of the par-

liament's power; which, though they clearly diicerned, they

knew not how to prevent.

He did not remain long with the troops, but directed his

march to London ; where, befides many confiderable marks of

honour that were paid him, a general thank fgiving was appoint-

ed for his victory, and Sept. 3d made an anniverfary ftate holi-

day. When thefe ceremonies and acknowledgements were

over, he had leifure to look about him, and to confider his own
condition as well as that of the nation. He f;nv himfelf at pre-

fent general and commander in chief of a great army in hng-

land, and at the fame time was lord lieutenant of Ireland. But

then he knew that all this was derived to him from the parlia-

ment ; and he clearly difcerned, that, v/hether independents or

prefbyterians fat there, they would endeavour to perpetuate fu-

preme power in their own hands, which for many reafons

he difjiked. He therefore fifted the molt eminent perfons, in

order to find out their fentiments about the eltablUhment of

the kingdom -, which was a new phrafe invented to cover the

defign of fubvertiug the parliament. In a meeting among them,

held fome time after the battle of Worcefter, he propofed the

queftion fairly •, when fome declared for a monarchy, as others

did for a coninionwealth : but this conference came to nothing.

Nov.

i
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Nov. 7, 1652, meeting the lord commiflioner Whitlocke in the

Park, he entered into a long clilcourfe wkh him upon this im-

portant fubjeifl : in which he unucrtook to (hew Whitlocke,

that the parliament was now become a fatlion ; that they were

refolved to ruin all, and to rule for ever, merely for their own
lakes -, that they gave all employments to themfelves, their re-

lations, and friends; that they drew every thing within their

own cognizance, by which the fubjedt loll the benefit of the

law, and held his property by a precarious tenure ; that, all

this confidered, they had fought themfelves into a worfe con-

dition ; and that, initead of a monarch with a prerogaive royal,

they had now many maflers, who made laws and broke them
at their pleafure ; that, on the other hand, the army was very

fcniible of this ; that tlicy bore it with great relu(£lance ; that

they too had grcnt difputes among themfekes : and that it

could not be long before thofe mifchiefs broke out into a new
flame. Whitlocke very readily agreed, that he had dcfcribed

both parties truly ; but at the fiune time acknowledged, that,

notwithitanding he was acquainted with the difeafes of the

commonwealth, he was entirely ignorant of any right method
of cure. " What," laid Cromwell, " if a man fliould take upon
himfelf to be king ?" Whitlocke replied by fliewing him, that he

would get nothing by it ; that he had more power already than

former kings ever had, and that by afluming the name he miglit

run great hazard of lofing the thing. Cromwell then prelTed

to know, what he would have done .'* Upon which Whitlocke

propofed compromifing matters with Charles Stuart : the de-

bating of which Cromwell declined, as ail affair of much dif-

ficulty. Cromwell had many converfations of this fort with

the mofl intelligent of all parties ; but we will only refer to

one more, which is already related in our Life of Calamy.

Notwithftanding all this, he behaved in public with great

decency and duty towards that body of men he was contriving

to remove. The whole winter of 1652 was fpent in con-

trivances and cabals on both fides ; by the friends of the par-

liament to fupport and mai'ntain its authority, by their oppo-

nents to bring things into fuch a fituation, as to render the ne-

cefTity of diOblving that alTembly univerfally apparent. April

19, 1653, Cromwell called a council of officers once more to

debate this point ; in which as he had many friends, fo he had
alfo feme opponents, who infinuated, that what he did proceed-

ed from felf-intereil and ambition. Major-general Harrifon,

a zealous fanatic, but abfolutely deceived by Crom^^ell, afTured

the afTembly, in the fincerity of his heart, that " the lord-ge-

neral fought only to pave the way for the government of Jefus

and his faints ;" to which major Streater brifkly returned, that
** then he ought to come quickly -, for if it was after Chrift-

mas.
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mas, he would come too late." Upon this, Cromwell acjouyn*

ed the meeting till the next morning, when a new point was
flartedj whether it might not be expedient for the houle and
the army, to appoint 20 perfons on a fide to be intrufled with

the fupreme power? In the midft of this difpute advice came
that the houfe had under confideration their own dillolution

;

and upon this, fuch as were members withdrew,.and went thi-

ther to promote that defign. But in reality the parliament had
framed a bill, to continue themfelves to Nov. 5ih of the next

.year, propofing in the mean time to fill up the houfe by new
elections. Cromwell, informed what the houfe was upou, was
fo enraged, that he left the council, and marched direilly with

'a party of 300 foldiers to Weltminller. There placing fome of

them at the door, fome in the lobby, and others on the flairs,

he went into the houfe ; and, addreffing himfelf firil; to his

friend St. John, told him, that " he then came to do that which

grieved him to the very foul, and what he had earneftly with

tears prayed to God againft ; nay, that he had rather be torn

in pieces than do it ; but that there was a neceiTity laid upon
him therein, in order to the glory of God, and the good of the

nation." 1 hen he far down, and heard their debates for fome

time on the fore-mencioned bill; after which, calling to major-

general Harrifon, who was on the other fide of the houfe, to

come to him, he told him, that "He judged the parliament

ripe for a diflblution, and this to be the time of doing it.''

Harrifon anfwered, *' Sir, the work is very great and dangerous j

therefore I defire you ferioufly to confider of it before you en-

gage in it." " You fay well," replied Cromwell ; and thereupon

fat Rill for about a quarter of an hour. Then the queftion being

put for pafi'mg the faid bill, he declared again to Harrifon,

" This is the time, I muU do it :" and fo Handing up of a fud-

den, he bade the fpeaker leave the chair, and told the houfe that

they had fat long enough, unlefs they had done more good ; that

fome of them were whcremallers, others drunkards, others cqr-

rupt and unjufb men, and fcandalou^ to the profeffion of the

gofpei ; that it was not fit they fnould fit as a parliament any
,

longer, and therefore he muft defire them to go away." He
charged them with not having a heart to do any thing for the

public good, and with, being the fupporters of tyranny and op-

prefilon. When fome of the members began to fpeak, he

ftepped into the midft of the houfe, and faid, " Come, come,

I will put an end to your prating ;" then walking up and down
the houfe, he cried out, " You are no parliament, I fay, you

are no parliament " and flamping with his feet, he bid them for

fname be gone, and give place to honefter men. Upon this

figpal the foldiers entered the houfe, and he bade one of them

take away that bauble, pointing to the macej and Harrilon

taking
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taking the fpeaker by the hand, he came down. Then Crom-
well, addrciang himfelf again to the members, who were about

loo, faid, " 'Tis you that have forced me to this; for I have

fought the Lord night and day, that he would rather flay me,

than put me upon the doing of this work." And then feizing

on all their papers, he ordered the foldiers to fee the houfe

cleared of all members ; and having caufed the doors to be

locked up, went away to Whitehall. Here he found a council

of officers flill aflembled, and this grand point yet in debate :

upon which he told them roundly, " they need trouble them-

felves no farther about it, for he had done it." " Done what f"

replied colonel Okey, who was not one of his creatures, and,

upon his telling him, expoftulated the point warmly. But
Cromwell talked fo much louder than he, of the glory of God
and the good of the nation, the removing of yokes and badges

of flavery, that Okey very foon thought proper to be hlent, and
to wait for the conclufion of the affair. In the afternoon of the

fame day, Cromwell, attended by the majors-general Lambert
and Harrifon, went to the council of ftatc, and, finding them
fitting, addrellc'd them in the following terms :

" Gentlemen,
if you are met here as private perfons, you flrall not be dif-

turbed ; but if as a council of ftate, this is no place for you.

And fince you cannot but know what was done at the houfe

this morning, fo take notice, that the parliament is diffolved."

Serjeant Bradlhaw boldly anfwered, *' Sir, we haVe heard what
you did at the houfe in the morning, and before inany hours ail

England will hear it. But, Sir, you are miftaken to think that

the parliament is diflblved, for no power under heaven can
diiTolve them but themfelves •, and therefore take you notice of
that." Some others alio fpoke to the fame purpofe : but the

council finding themfelves to be under the fame force, all

quietly departed.
.

The true reafon why Cromwell thus difmifTed this council of

Itate, was, becaufe he intended to have another of his own
framing; thefe being men entirely devoted to the parliament,

from whom they derived their authorit}''. He now projected

fuch meafares as appeared to him the moft proper for the fyp-

port of that great authority which he had attained. He con-
tinued for a few days to* direft all things by the advice of the

council of officers; but afterwards a new council of ftate was
called, by virtue of letters or warrants under the lord-general's

hand. But this confifting ch.iefly of fifth-monarchy and other
madmen, foon difTolved of itfelf ; and then the power returned
into the hands of Cromwell, from whom it came. Harrifon,
and about 20 more, remained in the houfe, and feeing the reign
of the faints at an end, placed one Moyer in the fpeaker's chair,

and began to draw up protefts ; but they were foon interrupted

by
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by colonel White with a party of foldiers. White afking them
what they did there, they told him, " they were feeking the

Lord;" to which he replied, " that to his knowledge, the Lord
had not been fought there many years j" and fo turned them
out of doors. The fcene thus changed, the fupreme power
was faid to be in the council of officers again ; and they very

fpeedily refolved, that the lord-general, with a feleft council,

liiould have ihe adminiflration of pubUc affairs, upon the terms

contained in a paper, intituled, " The Inftrument of Govern-
ment •," and that his excellency fhould be protestor of the com-
monwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and have the

title of highnefs. Accordingly he was invefled therewith Dec.

i6, ^6^3J in the court of chancery in Weftminfter-hall, with

great folemnity ; and thus, in his 54th year, affumed the fove-

reign power, which he well knew how to exercife with dignity.

When he had thus reduced the government into fome order at

leaft, he proceeded very wjifely and warily ; appointed a privy-

council, in which there M'ere greac and worthy men, who he

knew would either not act at all, or not very long with him

;

but their names giving a fandlion for the prefent, he proceeded,

with the advice of as many of them as attended, to make feve-

ral ordinances that were neceflary, as alfo to difpofe matters for

the holding a new parliament. He applied hlmfelf alfo to the

fettlement of the public affairs, both foreign and domeftic ; he

concluded a peace with the dates of Holland and Sweden ; he

obliged the king of Portugal, notwithftanding all that had paffed

between the parliament and him, to accept of a peace upon his

terms ; and adjufted matters with France, though not without

fome difficulty. As to affairs at home, he filled the courts in

Weftminller-hall with able judges ; and diredled the lawyers

themfelves to make fuch corrections in the practice of their pro-

feffion, as might free them from public odium. The fame mo-
deration he practifed in church matters ; profeffmg an unaltera-

ble refolution to maintain liberty of confcience. He gave the

command of all the forces in Scotland to general Monk, and

fent his fon Henry to govern Ireland. By an ordinance dated

April 12, 1654, he united England and Scotland, fixing the

number of reprefentatives for the latter at 30 ; ard foon after

he did the fame by Ireland. He afte£ted to (hew great zeal for

juftice, in caufuig the brother of the ambaffador from Portugal

to be executed for murder ; which he did July 10, in fpite of the

grea:ell application to prevent it.

But, notwitliManding the pains which he took to gain the

affections of the people, he found a fpirit rifing againit him in

all the three kingdoms j and his g veniment fo cramped for

•want of money, that he was under an abfolute ncceffity of calling

a parliament, according to tlie form which he had prefcribed

4 i"
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m ihe Iniliument of Government. He fixed Sept. 3, for the

day on which they were to aiiemhle, cftccming it particularly

fortunate to him j and to this he peremptorily adhei'ed, though
it happeivjd to fall upon a Sunday. The parhament was ac-

cordingly opened on that day, aftej- hearing a fermon at Weft-
minller- abbey, to which the proteclor went in .very great (late.

He received this houfe of commons in the painted chamber,
where he gave them a full account of the nature of that govern-

ment which he had thought fit to eftablifli, the cuds he propofed,

and the means he had uied to promote thofe ends, -Sec. When
they came to the houfe, they fell to debating, whether the fu-

preme' legillative power of the kingdom fliould be In a fingJe

perfon, or a parliament j which alarming the proteclor, who
found himfelf in danger of being depofed .by a vote of this new
parliament, he caufed a guard to be fee at the door, on the 12th
of the fame month, to prevent their going into the houfe of com-
mons ; then fent for them into the painted chamber, where he
gave them a very (liarp rebuke ; nor did he permit any to go
into the houfe afterwards, before they had taken an oath to be
faithful to the protedor and his government- Wiii-le this .par-

liament was fitting, an odd accident happened to the protector.

He had received a fet of Friefland horfes from the duke of
Holftein as a prefent ; and would needs drive his fecretary

Thurloe in his coach, drawn by thefe horfes, round Hyde Park.

But the horfes, proving as ungovernable as the parliament,

threw his highnefs out of the box, and in his fall one of his

pocket piftols went off; notwithftanding which he efcaped,

without either wound or broken bones. By the Inllrument of
Government, the parliament was to fit five months ; but find-

ing they were about to take away his power, and would give

him no money, he, Jan. 23, fent for them once more into the

painted chamber, where after a long and biiter fpeech he dif-

folved them.

The proteftor's mother lived with him at Whitehall, and
ihared in the fplendour of his court, but enjoyed it not. Though
{he troubled him but little with her remonllrances, her fears

were fo (Irong, that (he could not believe he was fafe if Ihe

did not fee him twice a day ; and if by accident (lie heard a pif-

tol at any time difchnrged, flie could not help crying o.ut, " My
fon is (hot !" She died Nov. 18, 1654; Cromwell caufed her
remains to he interred in Henry Vllth's chapel ; but this was
contrary to her defire, for flie eafily forefaw that they would
never reft in peace there.

The opening of 1655 proved but cloudy : the diflbiution of

the parliament ftirred all the ill blood in the kingdom ; fo that

Cromwell found himfelf befet with confpiracies on all fides, and
by all parties -, but he had the good luck to difcover them before

Vol. IV. D d
^
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they could be executed. Upon Feb. 13, he went to Guild-
hall ; and declared, that the republicans and cavaliers had form-

ed defigns againfl his perfon. Of the former, major John Wild-
man, who had been an intimate friend of his, was feized while

penning a paper, intituled, " A declaration of the people of

England againft the tyrant Oliver Cronnveli ;" and other violent

'rnen of that party he imprifoned,.but was afraid of doing more.

As to the roy?Jifls, he fufFcred them to go on a little ; for, by
the help of one Manning, who was his fpy in the court of

Charles II. he was fo well acquainted with tl.eir proje£ls, as to

put them upon meafures which turned to his own account.

And this is a true folution of that infurreftion which broke out

at Salifbury, where the king was proclaimed, and Cromwell's

judges feized ; which acl: of open force left no doubt with the

public, that there wore defigns pgainit the protector. For this

infurreiftion feveral perfons fufFered death ; and hence the pror

teftor, who had hitherto fliewn an inclination to govern as a

lawful prince if he could, feemed to lay afide his difpofition,

and no longer to make any difficulty of fupporting his authority

in any manner and by any means. In the fpring of this year

was carried into execution that famous expedition, by which
the protestor hoped to make himfelf mailer of the fpanifh Weft
Indies; where, though his forces did not fucceed in their maia
defign, yet they made themfelves maflers of Jamaica, which
ifland has remained ever fince part of the britilh dominions.

The alliance which had been fo long in treaty with the crown
of France, was figned Nov. 24., 1655, and proclaimed the

28th ; by which it was flipulated, that Cromwell (hould fend

over a body of englifli troops, to acl in conjunclion with the

French againft the Spaniards in the Low Countrier, •, and that,

on the other hand, the french king {hould oblige the royal fa-

mily to quit his dominions. The new king of Sweden fent over

an ambaflador to compliment the protector. He was moft gra-

cioufly received ; but the intended vifit of queen Chriftina, who
had juft refigned the crown, he judged proper to avoid. The
glorious fuccefTes of admiral Blake in the Mediterranean, and
the great fums he recovered from feveral powers for depreda-

tions committed by their fubjcds on the englifii merchants, did

much honour to the prcte6lor's government; and, to conclude

the tranfa^ljons of this year, it muft be allowed, that how much
foever hf might be dilliked at home, his reputation at this time

was very great abroad.

The lofs he fuftained in the difcoyery of Manning, whom
king Charles caufed to be fhot for correfponding with Thurloe,

was mod eiTe6lually repaired by a perfon of fuperior chara£ler,

who was chancellor Hyde's great correfpondent, and fuppofed

to be one of the moft active and determined royalifts in Eng-
land.
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land. Though the war with Spain under Blake's management
had brought two millions of money into the protedlor's coffer,

he ftill felt fome wants, which he judged nothing but a par-

liament could fupply ; and having concerted more ctFedual me-
thods, as he conceived, for bending them to his will, than had
been pra£lifcd before the lad, he fixed the meeting of that

allembly Sept 19, 165&. It met accordingly ; but with a guard

ported at the door of the houfe, who fufFered none to enter,

till they had taken the oatlis prepared for them, by which many
were excluded. The parliament, however, chofe a fpeaker

;

pafled an a£l for difannulling the king's title, another for the

fecurity of his highnefs's perfon,and feveral money bills: for all

which the protector gave them his mod gracious thanks. About
the clofe of this year a new plot was either difcovered or in-

vented^ for which one Miles Sindercombe was condemned ; but

he difappointed the protector, by poifoning himfelf the night

before he was to be executed. In the fpring of 1657 it plamly
appeared what the protedlor aimed at, by the pains he had taken

with the parliament ; for now a kind of legiflative fettlement

of the government was upon the carpet, under the title of
** The humble Petition and Advice j" in which there was a

blank for the fupreme governor's title, and a claufe prepared to

countenance the eftablifliing fomething like peers, under the

name of the other houfe. At length the whole came to light

;

for one alderman Pack, a forward, time-ferving, money-getting
fellow, deep in all the jobs of the government, moved that

the firll blank might be filled with the word King. This was
violently oppofed by the army-members ; but at length, after

various deb'ates, carried, as well as the claufe empowering
him to make fomething like lords ; and in this form the peti-

tion was prefented to his highnefs, who defired fome time to

confider before he gave his anfwcr. The protestor would have
been glad to have had the kinglhip forced upon him, but that

he found foi»)e of his beft friends and nearelt relations averfe to

it j who carried their oppofition fo far, as to promote a petition

from the army to the parliament againfl it. This determined
Cromwell to refufe that honour which he had been fo long
feeking ; and therefore. May 8, 1657, he ^^Id them in the ban-
<]ueting-houfe, that he could not with a good confcience accept

the government under the title of king. The parliament then
thought proper to fill up the blank with his former title of pro-

testor
J
and his highnefs himfelf, that all the pains he had taken

might not abfolutely be thrown away, refolved upon a new in-

auguration, which was accordingly performed June 26, 1657, in

Weftminfter-hall, with all the pomp and folemnity of a corona-
tion. After this, the houfe of commons adjourned to Jan. 20th
following, in order to give the protector time to regulate all

D d 2 things
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things according to the new fyftem ; with a view to which he
fummoned his two fons, and others, to take their feats in the

other houfe. This year he was extremely difconcerted with a

fmall treatife, which captain Titus, under the name of William
Allen, publiflied with this title, " Killing no Murder :" in"

which was fliewn fo plainly, that one who had violated all

laws, could derive prote6lion from no law, that Oliver thence-

forward believed himfelf in continual danger. But his attempt

to apprehend the true author failed of fuccefs.

In the beginning of 1658 he pleafed himfelf with the hopes

of being once at the head of an aflembly fomewhat refembling

the antient parliaments of England ; and, purfuant to their own
adjournment, the commons met Jan. 20, as the other houfe

alfo did, agreeably to the writs of fummons iffued by the lord

protccSlor. He fent for them by the black rod, and began his

fpeech with the pompous words, " My lords, and you the

knights, citizens, and burgefles of the houfe of commons, &c."
All this only ferved to {hew thatliis adminiftration was founded

in military force, and nothing elfe : for the antient nobility

would not refume their feats in fuch company as he had aflign-

ed them j and the houfe of commons would have nothing to do
with the new nobles in the other houfe •, and the new noble^

could do nothing by themfelves. Thus in lefs than a fortnight

the new fyftem was in a fair way of being pulled to pieces •,

and this occafioned the proteftor to come, Feb. 4th, and to dif-

folve them with great bitternefs of fpeech and forrow of heart

:

for now he plainly faw that a regular eflablifhment was a

thing impracticable. Some farther defigns againfl him were
foon after difcovered, not of the cavaliers only, but of the fifth-

monarchy men alfo. With the latter he was obliged to obferve

fome meafures; the former he delivered over to a high court

of juftice. By the fentence of that court. Dr. Hewett, a divine

of the church of England, fufFered death for contumacy, June 8,

1658 ; having refufed to plead, or to own the ^tirifdidion of

the court. Aug. 6, the protestor's favourite daughter Eliza-

beth, wife of John Claypole, efq. of Narborough in Northamp-
tonftiire, died, which affeCled him greatly on more accounts
than one. For her illnefs being very painful, diftempered her
mind not a little ; and in her deliriums (lie exclaimed vehe-

mently againft him for his cruelties, and efpecially for the death
of Dr. Hewett, on whofe behalf fhe had made the molt impor-
tunate interceflions. He is faid to have been from that time
wholly altered, and daily more referved and fufpicious : and
indeed not without reafon j for he found a general difcontent

prevailed through the nation, a fignal difafFedion in the army,
and a great increafe of the influence of the i^epublicans, to whom
fpme of his relations, and even his wife, inclined : fo that he

knew
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knew not which way to turn, or what to expect. Thefe cares

having long tormented his mind, at hill atletfled his body ; fo

that while at Hampton-Ccurt, he fell into a kind of flow fever,

which foon degenerated into a tertian ague. For a week this

diforder continued without any dangerous fymptoms, infomuch
that every other day he walked abroad ; but one day after din-

ner his five phyficians coming to wait upon him, one of them
having felt his pulfe, laid that it intermitted. At this being
fomewhat furprifed, he turned pale, fell into a cold fweat, and
when he was almolt fainting, ordered himfelf to be carried to

bed ; where, by the affillance of cordials, being brought a lit-

tle to himfelf, he made his will with refpedt to his private af-

fairs.

It is impoflible to have a better account of his laft ficknefs,

than that given by Dr. Bates, who was his phyfician. After

mentioning the circumftance of making his will, he tells us,

that the next morning early, when one of his phyficians came
to vifit himj he alked him, " why he looked fo fad ?" and, when
anfvi^r was made, that fo it became any one, who had the

weighty care of his life and health upon him ;
" Ye phyficians,"

faidhc, " think I {hall die : I tell you, I flrall not die this time ;

I am fure of it. Do not think," faid he to the phyfician, looking

move attentively at him on thefe words -, " do not think that I

am mad ; I fpeak the v/ords of truth upon furer grounds than

Galen or your Hippocrates furnifii you with. God Almighty
himfelf hath given that anfwer, not to my prayers alone, but

alfo to the prayers of thofe who entertain a itridler commerce
and greater intereft with him. Go on cheerfully, banifliing all

fadnefs from your looks ; and deal with me as you would do with
a ferving-man. Ye may have a fkill in the nature of things, yet

nature can do more than all phyficians put together ; and God
is far more above nature." He was then defired to take his rell,

becaufe he had not flept the greateit part of the night ; and this

phyfician left him. But as he was coming out of the chamber,
he accidentally met another ; to whom, faid he, I am afraid our
patient v/ill be light-headed. *' Then (replied the other) you are

certainly a ftranger in this houfc. Do not you know what was
done lall night ? The chaplains, and all who are dear to God,
being difperfed into federal parts of the palace, have prayed to

God for his health : and have brought this anfwer; he fhall re-

cover." Nay, to fuch a degree of madnefs they came, that a public

faft being for his fake kept at Hampton-Court, they did not fo

much pray to God for his health, as thank him for the undoubted
pledges of his recovery ; and they repeated the fam.e at White-
hall. Thefe oracles of the faints were the,caufe that the phy-
ficians fpake not a v^rd of his danger. Being removed to Lon-
don, he became much worfe, grew firft lethargic, then deli-

D d 3 rious
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rious ; and after recovering a little, but not enough to give any

diftin£l direcStions about public affairs, he died Sept. 3, 1658,

aged fomevvhat more than 59 years. A little before his death,

the phyficians awakened the privy-council, by reprelefiting the

danger he was in; and at an appointed time he was urged to

name his fucceffcr. But when in a drowfy fit he anfwered out

of purpole, they again alked him, if he did not name Richard

his eldeft fon for his fucceflbr ? To which he anfwered. Yes.

Then being ailted where his will v/as, which heretofore he had

made concerning the heirs of the kingdom, he fent to look for it

in his clofet and other places ; but in vain—for he had either

burnt it, or fomebody had fiolen it. It has been imagined that

Cromwell was poil'oncd, but without any reafon. Dr. Bates

gives us the following account of his dlforder. " His body be-

ing opened, in the animal parts the brain feemed to be over-

charged •, in the vitals the lungs a little inflamed ; but in the na-

tural, the fource of the diftemper appeared ; the fpleen, though

found to the eye, being within iilled v\ith matter like to the

lees of oil. Nor was tliat inconfiilent with the difeafe he had

for a long time been fubje£t to j fince, for at leaft thirty years,

he had at times complained of hypochondriacal indifpofuions.

T hough his bowels were taken out, and his body filled with

fpices, wrapped in a fourfold fear-cloth, put firft into a coffin of

lead, and then into one of wood, yet it purged and wrought

through all, fo that there was a necefiity of interring it before

the folemnity of the funeral." A very pompous funeral was

ordered at the public expence, and performed from Somerfet-

houfe, with a fplendour fuperior to any that has been beftowed

on crowned heads. Some have related, that his body wa<=, by

his own particular order, fccretly buried in Nafeby field ; others

that it was wrapped in lead, and funk in the deepeft part of the

Thames, to prevent any infult that might be offered to it;

others that it was taken from the gallows after the reftoration,

and depofited in the family vault of the Claypoles, at Narbo-

rough near Peterborough. From the account of what paffed

upon the order to difinter him after the reftoration, it feems

that his body was interred at Weftminfter. " In the middle

aifle of Henry VIl's chapel, at the eaft end, in a vault, was found

his corpfe. in the inlide of the coffin, and upon the breaft of

the corpfe, was laid a copper plate finely gilt, inclofed in a thin

cafe of lead j on the fide whereof were engraven the arms of

England, impaled with the arms cf Oliver ; and on the reverfc

the following legend : Oliverius protestor reipublicee Angliae,

Scotise, & Hibernias, natus 25 April 1599, inauguratus 16

Depembris 1653, mortuus 3 Septembris ann. 1658. Hie fitus

ctt." But this in fome writers is confidered as a delufion ; and

that fome other, if not the body of Charka I. was ioclofed in

this
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this coffin. It has alfo been faid, that the body of his daughter

Claypole was found at the fame time and place, with a filver

plate with an infcription ; but the workmen quarrelling about
this plate, it was thrown into the vault again. The infcription

on it, however, was fliewn to the Society of Antiquaries, 1738,
by Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, whofe father married to his lirll

wife a daughter of Richard Cromwell. The plate on Oliver's

coffin was in 1773 in the pofleflTion of the hon. George Hobart,
of Notion, in Lincolnfliire, and (hewn to the fame fociety by
INIr. Wills.

Odious as Cromwell's reign Iiad been, many marks of public

approbation were beftowed upon his memory. The poems of

\v'aller. Sprat, and Dryden, though the authors lived to change
their fiSntiments, will not fail to give a very high idea of the

man. In his life-time his actions had been celebrated by the

learned abroad, as well as by his own fecretary Milton at hpme j

and.witli thefc panegyrics he feems not to have been difpleafed,

as we may judge fron. the circumitances mentioned in the life of

Cafaubon. We have indeed various characters of him from
perfons of various fentiments; yet in mod of thefe there feems

to be a mixture of flattery or prejudice. His panegyrifts knew
not where to ftop their praifes ; and his enemies were as extra-

vagant in their cenfures. Lord HoUis, in his " Ademoirs," will

hardly allow him any great or good qualities -, and one principal

dcfign of Ludlow's Memoirs is to reprefeat him as the viieft of
men. Cowley feems to have excelled all others, as well in re-

fpe£l to the matter a; the manner of reprefenting him in the dif-

ferent lights of praife and cenfure ; fo that his performance may
juftlybe efteemed the mofl. perfect of any, as it is beyond com-
parifon the moft beautiful. It is faid, that cardinal Mazarine
ityled him a fortunate madman : but father Orleans, who relates

this, diflikes that ch3ra£ter, and would fubftitute in its place

that of a judicious villain. Clarendon calls him a brave, wicked
man : and Burnet is of opinion, that " his life and his arts were
exhaulled together ; and that, if he had lived longer, he would
fcarce have been able to preferve his power. " But this only

proves, that the biihop did not difcern what refources he had.
*' How blameworthy foever the protecSlor might have been in the

acquifition of his high office, or how wickedly foever he ac»

quired it, certain it is, he rivalled the greatelt of the englilh

monarchs in glory, and made himfelf courted and dreaded by
tlic nations around him. The peace he gave the Dutch was ho-

nourable to himfelf and the nation •, and whether he a£ted pru-

dently or not in breaking with Spain and allying himfelf with

France, the inequality between the two crowns was far from be-

ing as vifible then as it has fmce appeared, and Cromwell al-

ways had it in his power to throw himfelf into the oppofite fcalp

D d 4 if
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if neceflary, and he diftinguifhed himfelf by Ins interpofition itt

bcHialf of the perfecuted fubje6ls of the french crown. His own
government was however far from being free from blame. His

ediiSt againft the epii'cOpal clergy wrs very cruel, as it deprived

them in a jrood meafure of their mainter,a,nce, and liberty of

worfhiping God in a way that appeared bed to their own under-

. {landings. The cavaliers had hard meafure from him, as they

w^ere almoft without exception fubjefted to heavy taxes and

other inconveniences, on account of the raflmefs and impru-

dence of fome of their party. Nor mufl we forget his inltitu-

tion of major-generals, who, in a variety of inftances, lorded

over an opprelied country; nor his fometimes making ufe of

packed juries, and difplacing judges for refufing to follovv^his di-

redlions, eltabliihing high-commilhon courts, and fo frequently

violating the privileges of parliament." Conceffions like thefe

make part of the charafter of Oliver Cromwell, as drawn by

Mr. Harris : by.t when he attempts to vindicate his illegal and

tyrannical actions, on the ground of his being difappointed of

regal power, and that had he accepted the kingftiip, which was

offered by his parliament, a firmer fettlement and a milder ad-

miniftration might have taken place, there feems little reafon

to doubt but the fupport even of that rank, confidering the dan-

gerous and Uncertain terms on which he muft have held it, would

liave urged him to the fame violent and unwarrantable meafures.

In his public way of living, there was a flrange kind of fplen-

dour at "Whitehall ; for fometimes his court wore an air of ftately

feverity ; at other times he would unbend himfelf and drink

freely—never indeed to excefs, buton'y fo far as to have an op-

portunity of founding men's thoughts in their unguarded mo-
ments. Sometimes, in the midil of ferious confultations, he

flarted into buffoonery, fometimes the feafts that were prepared

for perfons of the lirlt diftintlion, were, by a fignal of drums

and trumpets, made the prey of his guards. There was a kind

of madnef^ in his mirth, as well asof humour in his gravity, and

much of defign in all. Some have commended him for keeping

up a great face of religion in his court, and through the nation :

but it is not eafy to know what they mean : certain it is, that

religion never v.vore fo many faces as in his time ; nor was he

pleafed to difcover which face he liked beft. The prefbyterians

he hated : the church of England he perfecuted •, againft the-pa-

pifts he made laws •, but the fectaries he indulged. Yet fome

of the prefbyterian divines he courted •, affefted kindnefs to a

few of the minirters of the church of England; and entered

into fome very deep intrigues with the papifts. This made fir

Kenelm Digby's favourite father White write in defence of his

government and even of his condu£l ; and the popifh primate of

-Ireland fent precepts through all his province under hi& feal, to

pray
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pray for the health, eftabliOnnent, and profperity of the pro-

teclor Cromvuclf and his government. As for the judges in

Weilminller-hall, he differed with St. John, and was fometimes
out of humour with Hale. He fet up high courts of jultice un-
known to the law, and put Dr. Hewett to death for not pleading

before one of them, though he offered to plead, if any one that

fat there, and was a lawyer, would give it under his hand, that

it was a legal jurifdidlion ; and Whitlocke himfelf owns, that

though he was named in the commiffion, he would never fit, be-

caufe he knew it was not lawful. His majors-general, while
they adied, fuperfeded all law ; and the protedior himfelf de-
rided Magna Charta, fo much refpected by our. kings. He was
indeed kind to forne learned men. Milton and Marvel were his

fecretaries. He would have hired Meric Cafaubon to have
written his hiftory ; and have taken the famous Hobbes into his

fervice for writing the Leviathan, probably bccaufe in that ce-

lebrated work power is made the fource of right and the bafis of
religion—the foundation on which Cromwell's fyilem, as well as

Hobbes's, was entirely built. He gave archbilliop Uflier a public

funeral in Weftminiler-abbey ; yet he paid but half the expence,
and the other half proved a'hea.y burden upon that prelate's

poor family.

For his conduft towards foreign courts, it is certain that he
carried his authority very far •, and perhaps the englilh honour
never ftood higher. The queen 01 Sweden paid great refped: to

him, who, to exprefs his regard for her on the other fide, hung
her picture in his bed-chamber. He treated very haughtily the
kings of Denmark and Portugal j and obliged the ambaflador of
the latter to come and fign the peace at Whitehall, the very-

morning his brother was executed on Tower-hill. He refufed
the title of coufin from the french king, expeeling that of bro-
ther; and fo artfully played the Spaniard with him at a critical

conjuncture, that the two crowns contended for his friendfhip

with an earneftnefs which made them both ridiculous. Their
advances were fo extraordinary, and their ads of fubmiffion fo

fmgular, that the Dutch ftruck a medal, with the bull of Crom-
well and his titles on one fide, with Britannia on the other, and
Cromwell laying his head in her lap with his breeches down
and his backfide bare, the fpanifh ambafiador itooping to kifs it,

while the french ambaffador holds him by the arm, with thefe
words infcrihed, *' Retire toi, I'honneur apartient au roi moa
maitre :" that is, Keep back, that honour belongs to the king my
malter.

Very little of Cromwell's private life is known ; he being near
'forty years of ace when he firft dillinguifhed himfelf in oppofing
the projed for draining of the fens. Yet there were fome who
knew and underltood him. thoroughly, before his extraordinary

talents
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talents were made known to the world ; and in particular his

coufin Hampden, of which the following was a remarkable in-

flance. When the debates ran high in the houfe of commons,
and Hampden and lord Digby were going down the parliament"

flairs, with Cromwell juil before them, V/ho was known to the

latter only by fight :
" Pray," faid his lordfliip to Hampden,

*' who is that man, for I fee that he is on our fide, by his fpeak-

ing fo warmly to-day ?" " That iloven," replied Hampden,
" whom you fee before us, who has no ornament in his fpeech ;

that floven, I fay, if we fnould ever come to a breach with the

king, which God forbid ! in fuch a cafe, I fay, that floven will

be the greatefl: man in England." This prophecy, which was
fo fully accomplilhed, rofe chiefly from the fenfe Hampden had

of Cromwell's indefatigable diligence in purfuing whatever he

undertook. He had another quality, which was equally ufeful

to him ; that of difcerning the temper of thofe with whom he

had to deal, and dealing with them accordingly. Before he be-

came commander in chief, he kept up a very high intimacy with

the private men : taking great pains to learn their names, by

which he was fure to call them ; Ihaking them by the hand, clap-

ping them on the flioulder j or, which was peculiar to him,

giving then? a flight box on the ear ; which condefcending fa-

miliarities, with tije warm concern he exprefled for their inte-

refbs, gave him a povi'er eafier conceived than defcribed. He
tried to inveigle the earl of Manchefter ; but finding that im-

practicable, he fell upon him in the houfe of commons, and

procured his removal. He carried himfclf with fo much refpecSl

to Fairfax, that he knew not how to break with him, though he

knew that he had betrayed him. He not only deceived Har-

rifon, Bradfliaw, and Ludlow, but outwitted Oliver St. John,

who had more parts than tliem nil ; and he foiled fir Henry
Vane with his own weapons. In fnort, he knew men perfectly,

worked them to iiis purpofes as if they had been cattle, and,

which is ftill more wonderful, did that often while they con-

ceived that they were making a tool of him. He had a reach

of head, which enabled him to impofe even upon the greateft

bodies of men. fie fed the refentment of the houfe of com-

mons againll the army, till the latter were in a flame, and very

angry with him : yet when he came to the army, it was upon a

fiea-bitten nag, all in a foam, as if he had made his efcape from

that houfe: in which trim he figned the engagement of Trip-

loe-heath, throwing himfclf from his horfe upon t^ie grafs, and

writing his name as he lay upon his belly. He had yet ano-

ther faculty beyond thefe ; and that was, the art of concealing

his arts. He dictated a paper once to Ireton, which was ini-

pofed upon the agitators as if founded upon their inftru<Stions

;

who fent it exprefs by two of tlieir number to Cromwell, then,

lieutenant-



CROMWELL. 411

lieutenant-general, at his quarters at Colchcder. He was in

bed when they came; but they demanded and obtained admit-

tance. When they told him their commiirion, he afked them,

with tiie greatert rage and refentmcnt in his look, how they

durft bring him papers from the army ? They faid, that papev

contained the fenfe of the army, and they were directed to do
it. " Are you fure of that ?" faid he with the fame ftern coun-

tenance, ** Ixt me fee it." He fpcnt a long time in reading it

;

and, as it feemed to them, in refie<Sting upon it: then with a

mild and devout look, he told them, it was a molt juft thing,

and he hoped that God would profper it, adding, " I will

(land by the army in thefe defires witli my life and fortune."

With fuch arts and qualities as thefe, joined to his great mi-
litary iklll and reputation, we may account for all his fucceffes,

and that prodigious authority to which he raifed himfelf, with-

out having recourfe to that contrail: of his with Llie devil, of

which, as Echard pretends, colonel Lindfey was eye and ear-

witnefs. In the courfe of his life he was temperate and fober,

and defplfed thofe who were not fo. In his family he fhewed
great kindnefs, but without any diminution of his authority.

He was very refpedtful to his mother, and very tender to his

^vife
;

yet neither had any influence over him. He exprefled a

deep fenfe of the concern which the former difcovered for his

danger, heard whatever (he faid to him patiently, but a6i:ed as

he thought proper; and in refpecl to her burial, diredly againft

her dying rcqueft. His wife is faid to have made a propofition

tending to relrore the king,; but he reje£led it unmoved, as he
had fhewn himfelf before, when his fon Richard threw him-
felf at his feet, to difluade him from taking the king's life. He
did not feem offended at applications of. the fame kind from
other perfons, as from Whitlocke, though that gentleman
tliought he loft his confidence by it ; from the marquis of Hert-
ford, whom he treated very refpcdtfuljy ; and from Dr. Brown-
rig, biihop of Exeter, to whom he (hewed more kindnefs than
to any other man of his rank and profeflion. Aiking advice once
of this prelate, '* My advice," faid he to him, " mull be in the
Words of the gofpel : Render to Csefar the things that are Cx-
far's, and unto God the things that are God's :" to whicll
Cromwell made no reply. He (hewed a great refpe£l for learn-

ing and learned men, without afFe£llng to be learned himfelf.

Hit letters however are the belt tellimonies of his parts ; for they
are varied in their flyle in, a wonderful manner, exaftly adapt-
ed to the purpofes for which they were written, and the per-
fons to whom they were addrelTed. A great number of them
are to be found in Thurloe's and NichT)ls's collections, as wcU
as in Rulhworth and Whitlocke. His public fpeeches were
long, dark, and perplexed ; and though mixed with the cant of

3 the
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the times, yet have fcntiments in them, which fliew a fupefi-'

ority of undcrltandine;. Several of thefe are in WhitlockeV
*' Memorials." In his converfation lie was eafy and pleafant^

and could unbend himfelf without lofmg his dignity. He made
an excellent choice in thofe he employed, but trulted none of

them farther than was neceflavy.

It may feem ftrange, that in drawing together his char36ler,

there (liould be nothing faid of his principles as to government

or religion ; but the real truth is, that neither can be difcovcred

with certainty. We know that he hated a commonwealth and

the prefl^yterians •, but what his fentiments were in other re-

fpeifis, it is not poffible to fay. When he recolle6led himfelf after

the follies of liis youth, there feems to be no doubt that he had
ferious impreffions of religion; and thefe feem to be very flrong

proofs that he was afterwards tin£lured with enthufiafm. It is

impoiRble to fuppofe him a fanatic in the time of his elevation ;

it were more reasonable to fuppofe him gradually to have loft all

ienfe of religion, and only to have preierved the mafk of it, for

the better carrying onhis defigns> and managing the different

parties. Clarendon mentions his fpeaking kindly of biOiops, as

if there w^as fomething good in that order, if the drofs was

fcoured off j and feems to think he was in earneft. But the

whole of his life proves that he was not fteady to any form of re-

ligion, fuppofmg him to have retained any principles at the bot-

tom ; and there feems to be little doubt, that the true meaning

of thefe flattering words was, his defign to return to the old

form of government ; for whatever he intended, this was his

great aim. He did not overturn the conftitution to leave it iu

ruins, but to fet it up again, and himfelf at the head of it : and

though he compared his own government at firft to that of u

high conftable, yet all he laboured at afterwards was plainly to

get the chaos new formed, and his own authority fanclified by

the regal title, and the appearance of a legal parliament.

He had many children, of whom fix, Richard, Henry, Bridget,

Elizabeth, Mary, Frances, furvived to advanced age. Richard

his eldeft fon was born Ocl. 4, 1626, and died July 13, 1712,

at Chefiiunt in Hertfordfliire. His father /has been cenfured

for keeping him at a dillance from bufmefs, and giving him

no employment j but for this perhaps there was not any juft

ground. He married him to a daughter and coheir of Richard

Major of Hunley in Hamplhire, efq. who brought lum a g»od

fortune. He fuffered him to purfue the bent of his inclinations,

and to lead the life of a plain, honeft, coimtry gentleman

;

which for a time was highly fuitable to his own intereft, as it

fecmed to correfpond with the terms of the inftrument of gor

vernment; and with the dillike which the prptedlor, when firft

fo called, had.exprefled of hereditary right. When he had af-

terwards
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erwards brought about a change in a.Tairs, he altered his con-

duel towards his fon ; named him the firft lord in his other

houfe j refigned to him the chancellorship of Oxford ; and con-

ferred upon him all the honours he could. His fecond foa

Henry, born Jan. 20, 1627, he fent over into Ireland, where he

raifed him gradually to the poll of lord lieutenant. Though
in this he feemed to give him the preference to Richard, yet

in reality he uied him more harfhly ; for though his abilities

•were good, his manners irreproachable, and his fubmiflion ex-

emplary, yet he paid no great deference to his recommenda-
tions, and allowed him as little power as could well be ima-

gined. This fon died March 25, 1674, having married a daugh-

ter of fir Francis RufTel of Chippenham in Cambridgelhire.

He was buried in the church of Wicken in the fame county, in

which Spinney abbey his manfion-houfe flood, and has this

fmiple 'epitaph in the chancel :
" Henricus Cromwell de Spinney

obiit 23 die Martii, anno Chrilli 1673, annoque atatis 47."

His lady died April 7, 1687, aged 52, and was buried by him.

He married all his daughters well, and was kind to their huf-

bands •, but it is faid that he gave them no fortunes. Bridget

his eldeil firft married commiiliiry-general Ireton, and after his

<leceafe lieutenant-general Fleetwood. Cromwell is faid never

to have had but one confident, and that was Ireton ; whom he

placed at the head of a.Tairs in Ireland, where he died of the

plague in 165 1. This daughter was a republican, as were her

ivvo hufbands, and confequently not quite agreeable to her

father ; otherwife a woman of very good fenfe, and regular in

her behaviour. By Ireton Qie had one daughter of her own
jiame, married to Mr. Bendifh. Elizabeth, his fecond and fa-

vourite daughter, was born in 1630, and married John Cley-

f ole, efq. a Northamptondaire gentleman, whom the proteclor

made mailer of the horfe, created a baronet in 1657, and ap-

pointed him one of his lords. Mary, his third daughter, born

in 1636, was married with great folemnity to lord Fauconberg,

Nov. 18, 1657; but the fame day more privately by Dr. Hewett,

according to the oifice in the common-prayer-book. She was
a lady of great beauty^ and of a very high fpirit ; and, after her

brother Richard was depofed, is thought to have promoted

very fuccefsfully the reftoration of king Lharles: for it \s re-

markable, that all Cromwell's daughters, except the elded, had
a fecret kindnefs for the royal family, of which however he

was not ignorant. Lord Fauconberg was fent to the Tower
by the committee of fafety, and was in very high favour with

Charles II. He was raifed to the dignity of an earl by king

William; and died Dec. 31, 1700. His lady furvived him to

March 17 1 2, and diftinguilhed herfelf to her death, by the

quicknefs of her wit, and the folidity of her judgment. Frances,

the
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the prote£lor's youngefl daughter, was married firft to Mr. Ro*
bert Rich, grandlon to the earl of Warwick, in 1657, who died

Feb. 1 6th following ; and, fecondly, to fir John Ruflel of Chip-
penham in Cambridgefhire, by whom (he had feveral childrenj

and lived to a great age.

CRONEGK (John Frederick Baron de), born at Anfpach
in 1731 J died of the fmall-pox in 1758^ at the age of 27, was of

an antient family. Endowed with a lively imagination, he had
a confiderable taile for poetry, and diftinguifhed himfelf in Ger-
many as an amiable, ingenious, and fenfible poet, though too

frequently fomewhat carelefs. lie travelled over a great part

of Europe, and made the mofl ftay at Paris, where he gained

the friendfhip and efteem of the learned, efpecially that of

jVIad. de Graffini. His works were printed ingei-man at Leipfic

in 1760. Among them are feveral poems ; dramatical pieces,

fome whereof ciie not deilitute of merit; a fort of elegies, under

the name of folitudes, &c.

CROOK (Sir George), lord chief jufUce of England in the

reign of Charles I. He was born at Chilton in Buckingham-
fhire, about 1601, and bred at Oxford. He was fuccelfively

double reader in the Inner Temple, and the king's ferjeant

;

juftice of the common pleas, afterwards chief juftice of England;

and, as a member of the houfe of commons, voted againft Ihip-

money. He built a chapel at Beachley in Bucks, and an hof-

pital in the fame pariih, with a liberal endowment. When
old, he fued out a writ of eafe, and afterwards died at Water-
ftock in Oxfordlhire, in 1641, aged 82 years.

CROSBY (Brass), was born at Stockton upon Tees, in 1725,
and bred to the profelhon of the law ; but came early in life

to London, where he pracSlifed feveral years as an attorney.

In 1758 he was ele£led one of the common council for Tower
Ward; in 1760 he purchafed for 3600I. the office of city re-

membrancer, which in 1 76 1 he was permitted to fell again

;

in 1 764 he was a volunteer candidate for the office of Iheriff,

and obtained it ; and in February 1765 was, without oppofition,

chofen alderman of the ward of Bread-llreet. He was elefted

lord mayor Sept. 24, 177D, and in his addrefs of thanks, clapping

his hand on his heart, he aflured his fellow citizens, " that at

the riik of his life, he would proteft them in their jufl privi-

leges and liberties." That this profeifion was not a mere parade

of words, v/as evinced by his condu(fl in March 177 1, in the

cafe of the proclamation againft Wheble and other printers.

Alderman Oliver was committed to the Tower; and Mr. Crolby

(then lord may6r) was ordered into the cuftody of the ferjeant

at arms ; but on his fpiritedly obferving, " that if any offences

had been committed, he was the greateit offender, and that h&
onged to join his brother in office," an order was figned for his

commitment to the Tower, permitting him, however, to deep

that
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that night in the Manfion-houfe. The thanks of the court of

common council were given to the lord mayor, and to the alder-

jnen Wilkes and Oliver, " for having fupported, on this im-

portant occjfion, the liberties of the corporation, and for having

defended the conlHtution." During the time of his imprifon^

ment, the lord mayor vv'as honoured with the freedom of the

city of Worcefter and the town of Hedford; vt^ith addrefles

from the counties of Caermarthen, Pembroke, and Cardigan;

from the towns of Newcaftle, Stratiord, and Honiton -, frora

the common council of almoft every ward in the city of London;

and from many patriotic clubs. The parUament was pro-

rogued the 23d of July ; when the lord mayor, being releafed

of courfe, was carried from the Tower to the Manfion-houfc

with every poflible mark of the approbation of his fellow citizens;

and after the expiration of his mayoralty, was again rewarded

by the thanks of the corporation, and a cup of iool. in value.

His a£\ivity as a magiftrate, and his ftri£l attendance on the

variety of public itations which he filled, were almoft proverbial.

He died Feb. 14, 1793 [f].

CROSS (Michael), an encrlifh artift, and famous copier of

paintings, who flouiiftied in the reigns of Charles I. and

Charles II. A pleafant Itory goes of him, that being employed

by the firft of thefe kings to copy feveral eminent pieces in Italy,

^nd having leave of the ftate of Venice to copy the celebrated

madonna of Raphael in St. Mark's church, he performed the

taik: fo admirably well, that he is faid to have put a trick upon

the Italians, by leaving his copy, and bringing away the original;

and that feveral meflengers were fent after him, but that he

had got the Itart of them fo far as to carry it clear off. This

pi£lure was afterwards, in Oliver Cromwell's days, bought by

the fpanifh ambaffador, when the king's goods were expofed to

fale. Crofs copied likewife Titian's Europa, and other cele-

brated pieces, admirably well. Lewis Crols, who died 1724.,

repainted a little pidure of Mary queen of Scots in the pof-

{elhon of the duke of Hamilton, and was ordered to make it as

handfome as he could. He made the face a round one. it was

b-dieved an original, and innumerable copies have been made
from it.

CROUSAZ (John Peter de), a celebrated philofopher and

mathematician, was defcended of an antient and genteel family,

and born at LauHnine in Switzerland, April 13, 1663. His

father educated him with great care ; and, defigning him for

the profeflion of arms, had him particularly inftrudted in every

thing relating to the art military. Croufaz however had no

[f] We are indebted for the above, as very convenient little biographical corn-

well as one or cwo oiher articles, to a {.eudiutn, publilhed ia 1794.

tafte



41^ C RO WNE.
tafle for foldiering, but on the contrary a great love of letters

and fludy : which being obferved by his father, he was left to

follow the bent of his natural inclination. He (ludied under
feveral ingenious mafters fuccellively ; and the reading of Des
Cartes's works made him apply himfeif with great earneftnefsto

philofophy and mathematics, in which he made a confiderable

progrefs. Some time after he went to Geneva, to Holland, to

France-, and at Paris became acquainted with Malbranche and
other eminent men. Returning to his own country, he was

' made an honorary profeflbr. In 1699 'he was chofen profefTor

of greek and of philofophy at Bern ; afterwards reclor of the

academy of Laufanne in 1706, and 1722, and mathematical and
philofophical profeflbr at Groningen in 1724. Two years after,

he Vas nominated a foreign member of the royal academy of

fciences at Paris ; abotu which time he was pitched upon to

be tutor to prince Frederic of Hefie CaiTel, nephew of the

king of Sweden. He manager! the education of this illuftrlous

perfon to the year 1732, when he was appointed by that king

counfellorj of his embalhds. In 1737 he became profeffbr of

philofophy and mathematics in the academy of Laufanne; where
he died in 1748, aged 85 years. He was the author of many
works; as, i. An effay upon Logic, in french, Ainflerd. 17 12.

He afterwards enlarged this work into 6 vols. 8vo. and fo it

was printed in the edition of 1741 ; but, fome time before his

death, he contraded thefe 6 volumes into one. 2. A treatife

upon beauty, 2 vols. i2mo. 3. A treatife upon the education

of children, 1 vols. i2mo. 4. An examination of a treatife upon
tbe liberty of thinking, in 8vo. 5. An examination of antient

and modern pyrrhonifm, in folio. 6. vSermons. 7. Mifcel-

laneous works. 8. A commentary upon Pope's effay on man.

9. Several pieces upon philofophy and mathematics.

CROWNE (John), an American, was the fon of an inde-

pendent minifter in Nova Scotia. • Being a man of fome genius,

and impatient of the gloomy education he received in that

country, he refolved upon coming to England, to try if he

could not make his fortune by his wits. When he firfl arrived

here, his neceilities were extremely urgent ; and he was obliged

to become gentleman uflier to an old independent lady; but he

foon grew as \i'eary of that.precife office, as he was of the

difcipline of Nova Scotia. He let himfeif therefore to writing;

and prefently made himfeif fo known to the court and the town,

th.it he was nominated by Charles II. to write " The mafque
of Calypfo." This nomination was procured him by the earl

of Rochefter : it mult not however be afcribed entirely to his

merit, but to fome little fpite in this lord, who defigned by
that preference to mortify Dryden. Upon the breaking out of

the two parties, after the pretended difcovery of the popifti plot,

the



CROXALL. 417

thfe favour Crowne was in at court, induced him to embrace
the tory party ; about which time he wrote a comedy called the
** City Politics," in order to fatirife and expofe the whig;s. This
comedy was by many intrigues of the party-men hindred from
appearing upon the ftagc, till the king himfelf laid his abfolutc

commands on the lord chamberlain to have it a6ted immediately.

About the latter end of this reign, Crowne, tired out with writ-

ing, and defirous to ihelter himfelf from the refcntment of
many enemies he had made by his City Politics, yc'^ttired to

IKldrefs the king himfelf, for an efi:ablifliment in fome office,

that might be a fecurity to him for life. The king anfwered,
** he fhould be provided for •" but added, " that he would firft

fee another comedy." Crowne endeavoured to excufe himfelf

by telling the king, that " he plotted flowly and awkwardly."
His majefty replied, that " he would help him to a plot j" and
fo put into his hand the fpanifh comedy, called " Non pued
effer," out of which Crowne took the comedy of " Sir Courtly-

Nice." The play was juft ready to appear to the world; and
Crowne extremely delighted to think, that he was going to be
made happy the remaining part of his life, by the performance
of the king's promife. But upon the lafl day of the rehearfal,

he met Underbill the player coming from the houfe^ as he was
going to it -, upon which, reprimanding him for negledting fo

confiderable a part as he had in the comedy, and upon the laft

day too ; " Lord, fir," fays Underbill, " we are all undone."
** How !" fays Crowne, '*'

is the playhoufe on fire ?" " The
•whole nation," replies the player, " will quickly be fo ; for the

king is dead." The king's death ruined Crowne; who had now
nothing but his Mats to live on for the remaining part of his

life. It is not certain when he died, but fuppofed to be fome-
where about 1703. He was the author of 17 plays, fome of
which were a£led with great fuccefs ; of " The Church Scuffle,

an heroic poem, containing a true hiftory, and fliewing* the

folly, foppery, luxury, lazinefs, pride, ambition, and contention

of the romifli clergy ;" and of two other poemsj called Pandion
and Amphignia, and Daeneids.

CROXALL (Dr. Samuel) was the fon of Samuel Croxall,

re£lor of Hanworth in Middlefex, and Walton upon Thames
in Surrey, in the lafl of which places young Samuel was born.

He received his early education at Eton fcheol, and thence
was fent to St. John's college in Cambridge. It is faid, that

while he was at the univerfity, he became enamoured of Mrs.
Anna Maria Mordaunt, who firfl infpired his bveaft with love;

and to whom he dedicates " The Fair CircafTian." Croxall
was all along defigned for orders, and had probably entered
them when he publifhed this poem; and this made him cautious of
being known to be the author of a piece, fo ludicroufly written

Vol. IV, E e and
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and yet taken from a book which makes a part of the canon of
fcripture. The firfl fpecimen of this poem, under the title of
" Solomon's Song, Chap, iv." appeared in Steele's Mifcellany,

171 3. The fir{l edition of the whole poem appeared in 1720.

Croxall had not long quitted the univerfuy, ere he was rn-

flituted to the vicarage of Hampton in Middlefex •, and after-

wards, Feb. 1731, to the united pariflies of St. Mary Somerfet

and St. Mary Mounthaw, in London, both M'hich he held till

his death. He was ajfo cliancellor, prebendary, canon refi-

dentiary, and portionift of the church of Hereford; in 1732
was made archdeacon of Salop and chaplain to the king ; and

in Feb. 1734 obtained the vicarage of Selleck, in Herefordflrire.

He died at an advanced age, Feb. 13, 1752. Dr. Croxall,

who principally governed the church of Hereford during the

old age of bifhop Egerton, pulled down the old ftone chapel

abjoining to the palace, of which a fine plate was publifhed

by the fociety of antiquaries in 1737, and with the materials

built a houfe for his brother Mr. Rodney Croxall. Having

early imbibed a ftrong attachment to the whig intereft, he em-
ployed his pen in favour of that party during the latter end

of queen Anne's reign-, and publifhed " Two original cantos, in

imitation of Spenfer's Fairy Queen," as a fatire on the earl of

Oxford's adminiflration. In 17 15 he addrefied a poem to the

duke of Argyle, upon his obtaining a victory over the rebels

;

and the fame year publiOned "The Vifion," a poem, addreffed

to the earl of Halifax. In ^720 he publifiied " The Fair Clr-

caffian," in 4to ; in 1722, a colIe£lion of " Fables of ^fop
and others, tranllated into englifn." He wrote all the dedica-

tions prefixed to the *' SelecTt novels," printed for Watts, 1729;
and was the author of " Scripture politics," 1735, 8vo. His

lateft publication was ** The Royal manual ;' in the preface of

which he endeavours to flievv, that it was compofed by the

famous Andrew Marvel, found among his MSS. but it was
generally believed to be writter: by himfelf.

CROZE (Mathurin Veyssiere la), thefon of a merchant,

was born at Nantz in 1661 ; atid, after having been to America,

became a benedidine of the congregation of St. Maur in 1678.

He was already fkilled in mrjny languages, antient and modern ;

his learning extenfive and folid ; and thefe, joined to a free and

independent way of thinking, and perhaps fom.e little difguils,

which are commonly a motive in thefe cafes, induced him to

quit his order and his religion in 1696. He made his abjura-

tion at Bafil ;
pafled from thence to Berlin, v/liere he taught

youth t became librarian to the king of Prulfia ; married a

young woman of Dauphine ; was made profeflbr of philofophy

at Berlin in 1724; and died there in 1739 aged 78. Of a

great number of works, the principal are, i. Difi'ertations hillo-

riquesj
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r'qucs fur different fujets, 4to. 2. Entretiens fur divers fujets

d'hiltoire. 3. An armeniau di6lionary, in 4to. He was 12

years in compiling it. 4. Hiftoire du chriftianifme des Indes,

i2mo. 5. Hilloire du chriftianifme d'Ethiopie & d'Armenie,

8vo. &c.
CRUDEN

(
'Alexander M. A.), was born at Aberdeen

1704,. and educated in the Marifchal college in that city, where
he took his degrees, but refufed entering upon the miniftry

becaufe of the patronage a£l, which fet afide the power of po-

pular eleftions. In 1728 he fettled in London, and took a

bookfeller's fliop under the royal exchange : but his principal

fubfiftence arofe from his conducting feveral learned works
then in the prefs. In 1737 he publifhed his Concordance, and'

then fet out upon a romantic fcheme to reform the univerfities

of Oxford and Cambridge, for which he was imprifoned in a

mad houfe in Chelfea. In 1761 he publifhed the fecond edi-

tion of his Concordance, which is one of the beft books of the

kind we have ; and foon after he procured a pardon for a con-
demned criminal, which drove him mad a fecond time. After
all, he was a very learned inoffenfive man, and was found dead
in a praying pofture at Illington 1774, aged 70.

CRUSIUS, or KRANS (Martin), is faid to have been the

firft perfon who taught the greek language in Germany. He
was born in the diocefe of Bamberg, 1 526 ; became profeffor

of the belles lettres at Tubingen j and died at Eflingen in 1607,
aged 81. As little as his name may be known, there are fome
curious and ufeful works of his compiling, i. Turco-Grxcite
libri o£lo. liafil- 1584. This collecSlion is of great ufe to thofe

who would apply themfelves to the hiftory and language of the

modern Greeks. 2. Annales Sueveci, ab initio rerum ad an-

num 1549. 3. Gcrmano-Grseciie libri fex, 1585, fol.

CTESIAb, a native of Cnidos, who accompanied Cyrus the

fon of Darius in his expedition againfi: his brother Artaxerxes;

by whom he was tak-cn prifoner. But curing Artaxerxes of a

wound he received in the battle, he became a great favourite

at the court of Perfia, where he continued praclifmg phyfic for

17 years; and was employed in feveral negotiations. He
wrote the Hiftory of Perfia in 23 books ; and a Hiftory of the
Indies ; but thefe works are now loft, and all we have remaining
of them is an abridgment compiled by Photius I he molt
judicious among the antients looked upon Ctelias as a fabulous

writer ; yet feveral of the antient hiftorians and modern chrif-

tiai^ writers have adopted in part his chronology of the Aflyrian

kings.

CTESIBIUS, of Alexandria, a famous mathematician under
Ptolemy Phyfco, about 120 years before the common asra, was,
it is reported, the firft inventor of the pump- An accident ic

E e 2 was
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^zs that unfolded his tafte for mechanics. On lowering a

mirror that was in his father's fliop, he obferved that the weight

which helped it in moving upwards and downwards, and which
was inclofed in a cylinder, made a noife, produced by the fric-

tion of the air violently forced by the weight. He fet about

examining into the caufe of this found, and thought it might

be poffible to avail himfelf of it for making an hydraulic organ,

in which the air and the water fhould form the found; an un-

dertaking which he executed with fucccfs. This was followed

by an obje£l of greater importance. Ctefibius, encouraged by

this production, thought of ufing his mechanical Ikill in mea-
furing time. He conilrutled a clepfydra formed with water,

and regulated by cogged wheels ; the water by falling turned

thefe wheels, which communicated their motion to a column

on which were marked the chara6lers for diftinguifiiing the

months and the hours. At the fame time that the cogged

wheels were put in motion, they raifed a little ftatue, which

with a wand pointed to the months and hours marked

upon the column.—This is a different perfon from Ctefibius of

Chalcis, who was a cynic philofopher, of a fportive difpofitlon

and a cheerful temper, who had the art of .being agreeable to

the great, without fubmittlng to the vile arts of flattery, and

made them hearken to truth, and gave them a tafte for virtue,

under the name of amufement.

CUDWORTH (Ralph), a learned englilh divine, was fon

of Dr. Ralph Cudworth, and born 1617, at Aller in Somerfet-

fhire, of which place his father was redor. His mother was
of the family of Machell, and had been nurfe to prince Henry,

eldeft fon of James I. His father dying when he was only

feven years of age, and his mother marrying again, his educa-

tion fell under his father-in-law, Dr. Stoughton, who conducted

it with great care, and was very attentive to the promifmg ge-

nius of his fon. In 1630, he was admitted penfioner of Ema-
nuel college Cambridge j of which, after taking the degrees of

B. A. and M. A. he was chofen fellow, and became an eminent

tutor. Among his pupils, which v/ere numerous, was Mr,

WiUiam Temple, afterwards a baronet, and famous for his em-
balTies and writings. Somewhere about 1641 he was prefented

to the reftory of North Cadbury in Somerfetlhire. In 1642

he gave the world the firft fpecimen of his great abilities and

learning, by publifiiing " A difcourfe concerning the true no-

tion of the lord's fupper." It was printed at London in 4to,

with only the initial letters of his name. He contends that

the lord's fupper is not a facrifice, but a feaft upon a facri-

fice ; and endeavours to demonftrate, that " the lord's fupper

in the chriftian church, in reference to the true facrifice of

C^rift, is a parallel to the feails upon facrifices, both in the

jewifh
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jewidi religion and heathenifli fuperftition." Bochart, Spencer,

Selden, and other eminent writers, quote this difcourfe with

great commendations. The notion however, though fupported

by the author with uncommon learning, is generally rcjec"l:ed ;

the lord's fupper being fuppofed nothing more than a fimple

commemoration of the death and fufferings of Chrift, which

feems indeed more agreeable to the plain language of Scripture.

T he fame year likewife appeared his treatife, intituled, " The
union of Chrift and the church a {hadow, by R. C." printed

at London, in 4to.

In 1644 he took the degree of B. D. upon which occafion

he maintained the two following thefes : i. Dantur boni &
mali rationes seternje & indifpenfabiles ; that is, The reafons of

good and evil are eternal and indifpenfable. 2. Dantur fub-

itantise corporeal fua natura immortales ; that is. There ate in-

corporeal fubftances by their own nature immortal. It appears

from thefe queftions, that he was even at that time examining

and revolving in his mind thofe important fubjefts, which he

fo long afterwards cleared up with fuch uncommon penetra-

tion in his " Intelledual Syftem," and other works ftill pre-

ferved in MS. The fame year he was appointed mafter of

Clare-hall in Cambridge, in the room of Dr. Pafke, who had

been ejected by the parliamentary vifitors. The year after.

Dr. Metcalf having refigned the regius profenbrfliip of the he-

brew tongues, Cudworth was unanimoufly nominated by the

feven eleftors to fucceed him. From this time he abandoned

all the fundlions of a minifter, and applied himfelf only to his

academical employments and ftudies, efpecially to that of the

jewifh antiquities. March 31, 1647, ^^ preached before the

houfe of commons at Weftminfter, upon a day of public humi-

liation, a fermon upon i John ii. 3, 4. for which he had the

thanks of that houfe returned him the fame day. This fermon

was printed the fame year at Cambridge in 4to, with a dedica-

tion to the houfe of commons ; of which dedication we will be

at the pains to tranfcribe the firft paragraph, merely to give the

(tranger to his charadler a juft and proper idea of it, and to

prevent certain prejudices, which will be apt to rife in his

mind againft him, from the fituation he views him in at prefent.

*' To the honourable houfe of commons : The fcope of this s

fermon, which not long fince exercifed your patience, worthy

fenators, was not to contend for this or that opinion, but only

to perfuade men to the life of Chrift, as the pith and kernel of

all religion ; without which, I may boldly fay, all the feveral

forms of religion, though we pleafe ourfelves never fo much in

them, are but fo many feveral dreams. And thofe many opi-

nions about religion, that are every where fo eagerly contended

for on all fides, where this doth not lie at the bottom, are but

fe3 («
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fo many fliadows fighting with one another : fo that I may well
fay of the true chriflian, that is indeed pofieffed of the life of
chriflianity, in oppoficion to all thofe that are but lightly tinc-

tured with the opinions of it, in the language of the poet,

Wherefore I could not think any thing elfe, either more necef-

fary for chriftians in general, or more feafonable at this time,

than' to ftir them up to the real ellabliihment of the righteouf-

nefs of God in their hearts, and that participation of the divine

nature, which the apoftle fpeaketh of, that fo they might not

content themfelves with mere fancies and conceits of Chrift,

without the fpirit of Chrift really dwelling in them, and Chrift

himfelf inwardjy formed in their hearts j nor fatisfy themfelves

with the mere holding of right and orthodox opinions, as they

conceive, whilil they are utterly devoid within of that divine

life, which Chrift came to kindle in men's fouls ; and therefore

are fo apt to fpend all their zeal upon a violent obtruding of

their own opinions and apprehenfions upon others, who cannot

give entertainment to them : which, befides its repugnancy to

the doctrine and example of Chrift himfelf, is- like to be the

bellows that will blow a fire of difcord and contention in chrif-

lian commonwealths -, whilft in the mean time thefe hungry
and ftarved opinions and apprehenfions devour all the life and

fubftance of religion, as the lean kine in Pharaoh's dream did

eat up the fat. Nor, laftly, pleafe thqmfelves only in the vio-

lent oppofing^ other men's fuperftitions, according to the genius

of the prelent times, without fubftltuting in the room of them
an inward principle of fpirit and life in their own fouls j for,

I fear, many of us, that pull down idols in our churches, may
fet them up in our hearts ; and, whilft we quarrel with pain-

ted glafs, make no fcruple at all of entertaining many foul lufts

in our fouls, and committing continual idolatry with them."

In 165 1 he took the degree of D. D. and in 1654 was
chofen mafter of Chrift's college in Cambridge ; in which year

alfo, it is obfervable that he married. He fpent the remainder

of his life in this ftation, proving highly ferviceable to the uni-

verfity, and the church of England. Jan. 1657 he was one of

the perfons nominated by a committee of the parliament, to be

consulted about the engliflr tranflation of the Bible. The lord

commiiTioner Whitlocke, who had the care of this bufinefs,

mentions him among others j and fays, that " this committee

often met at his houfe, and had the moft learned men in the ori-

ental tongues, to confult with in this great bufinefs, and divers

learned and excellent obfervations of fome miftakes in the tranf-

lation of the Bible in englifli j which yet was agreed to be the

beft of any tranflation in the world." Our author had a great

3 {hare



C U D W O R T H. 423

fl'.are in the frlenclfhlp and efteemof John Thurloe, efq. fecre-

tary of ftate to the protectors Oliver and Richard Cromwell 3

who frequently correfponded with him, and confulted hioi about

fuch perfjus in the uiviverfity as .were proper to be employed in

political and civil affairs. ilnis, befides feveral letters of re-

commendation remaining in MS. there is a printed one in Tlmr-
loe's " State papers," in which he recommends to the fecrc-

tary, for the place of chaplain to the englifli mercliants at Lif-

bon, Mr. Zachary Cradock, afterwards pvovofl of Eton col-

lege, and famous for his uncommon learning and abilities as

a preacher [c .

Upon the redoration of Charles II, he wrote a copy of verfes,

which weie publiHicd in " Academic Cantabrigienfis SfiTH-
PIA, nve ad Carolum II. reducem, See. gratulatio j" and In

[o] Jan. 16^9 he wrote the following

le tr to fecretary Thurloe, upon his de-

fi " (if [jublifliing fome latin ili courfes in

defence of chriftianjiy againlt judai.'iii.

' Sir having ti.is op[.'ortunity offered

by doftour Sclater, who defires to wait up-

on you, upon your kind invitation which

I acqu^uued h.m with- I could do noleire

than company him with thcfe few lines,

to releiic my ieivice to you. 1 am per-

fwdded you wili be well fatisfied in his

ingenuity, when you are acquainted with

him Now I have this opportunity, I

fha 1 ufe the freedom to acquaint you with

another bfir-efs. ( am perfwadcJ by

friends to pu':)li(h fome difcourfes, wh.ch
I have prepared in iatias, that will be of

a polemicall nature in defenfe of chrif-

tiaT)ity againft judaifme ; explaining fome
cheef places ol fcripture controverted be-

tween the jewi and us, as Daniel's pro-

phecy of the feventy weeks, never yet

fufRciently cleared and improved ; and

withill extricating many difficulties of

chronologic. VVliieh talke I the rather

undertake, not only becaufe it iS fuitable

to my l\pbrew profelTion, and becaufe I

have lighted on fome jewifh writings upon
the argument, as have fcarcely ever been

feen by any chrillians, which would the

better Lnable me fully to confute them ;

but alio becaufe 1 conceive it a worke
proper and fuitable to this prefent age.

However, though I fliould not be able my-
felfe to be any way inftrumental to thefe

great tranfadions of providence, not with-

out caufe hoped for of many amongft the

jews
;

yet 1 perfu ade myfeife my pains

may not be altogether unprofitable for the

fettling and eftablifhing of chriltians ; or

at leaft I (hall give an account of my fpend-

ing fuch vacant hours, as 1 could redeeme
from my preaching and other occalic

and the perpetual dillraftlons of the bur-

farlhip, which the Itatutes of this colledgc

impole upon me. It was my purpofe to

dedicate thefe fruits of my iiudies to his

higliiies, to whofe noble father I was
much obTgcd, if I may have leave orpre-

fums to doe : which 1 cannot better un-
derrtand by any than yourfelfa, if you

ihall ihink it convenient, when you have

an opportunity loinfinuate any fuch thing,

which I permitte wholly to your prudence.

1 intend, God willing, to be in London
fome time in March; and then I (hall

waite upon you to receve )our information.

In the mean time, craving pardon for this

prolixity of mine and freedom?, I fuV-

Ictibe m\felf your really devoted friend

and humble fervant

R. CUDWORTH."
Jan. 2?, J65?,

Chriil. Coll. Cambr.
The " Difcouife concerning Daniel's

Prophecy of the feventy Weeks," men-
tioned, in this letter, and ftill extant in

MS. is highly commended' by Dr. Henry
Mora, in the preface to his " Explana-

tion of the grand Myftery of Godlinefs ;"

where he obferves, that Dr. Cudworth in

thatdifcourfe, which was read in the pub-

lic fthoois of the univerfity, had unde-

ceived the world, which had long been

mlfled by theauthorityof Jofeph Scaliger;

and that, taking Funccius's epocha, he had
demonftrated the manifeftation of the Mef-
liah to have fallen put at the end of the

Cqih week, and his pafTion in the t. illl

of the lalf, in the moit natural and proper

fenfe thereof: " which demonftration of

his," fays More, *' is of as much price

and worth in theology, as either the cir-

culation of the blood in phytic, or t!;e mo
tion of the earth in natural phibfophy."

1662Ee4
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1662 was prefentfed by Sheldon, then bifhop of London, to the

vicarage of Afhwell in Hertfordfhire. In 1678 he was inftalled

a prebendary of Gloucefter ; and in this year it was that he
publifhcd at London, in folio, his famous work, intituled,

'* The true intellectual fyftem of the univerfe : the firfl: part,

wherein all the reafon and philofophy of atheifm is confuted,

and its impoflibility demonftrated.'' The imprimatur by Dr. Sa-

muel Parker, chaplain to archbifhop Sheldon, is dated May 29,

1671, feven years before the publication of this work; for it

met with much oppofition from fome people at court, before it

was publifhed, who alfo ufed all their endeavours to deftroy the

reputation of it after. The bigots too, on account of fome few
Angularities in it, joined, as they generally do, wath the free-

thinkers in decrying and abufing it. Thus the rev. Mr. Johii

Turner, in his " Difcourfe of the Mefiiah," tells us, that " we
muft conclude Dr. Cudworth to be himfelf a tritheiftic ; a fe£t

for which, I believe, he may have a kindnefs, becaufe he loves

hard words ; or fomething elfe, without either flick or trick,

which I will not name, becaufe his book pretends to be written

againft it." And again, " The moft that charity itfelf can al-

low the dodlor, if it were to flep forth, and fpeak his moft fa-

vourable character to the world, is, that he is an arian, a foci-

jiian, or a deift."

Dr. Cudworth in his Vvork was fo extremely fair an antago-

Bift, that he was fuppofed by fome almoft to betray the caufe he

meant to defend. Thus Dryden tells us, that "he raifed fuch

ftrong obje£lions againft the being of a God and providence,

that many thought he had not anfwered them ;" and lord

Shaftefbury has the following paflage :
" You know the com-

mon fate of thofe who dare to appear fair authors. What was
that pious learned man's cafe, who wrote the Inteile£cual Syf-

tem of the univerfe .'' 1 confefs, it was pleafant enough to con-

ifider, that though the whole world were no lefs fatisfied with

his capacity and learning, than with his lincerity in the caufe of

the deity ; yet was he accufed of giving the upper hand to the

atheifts, for having only ftated their reafono and thofe of their

adverfaries fairly together." Bayle, in his " Continuation des

penfees diverfes fur les cometes," obferved, that Cudworth by

his plaftic nature gave great advantage to the atheifts ; and laid

the foundation of a warm difpute between himfelf and le Clerc

upon this fubjedt, of which we have taken more particular no-

tice in our article of le Clerc. This laft-rnentloned gentleman

expreffed his wilhes, that fome man of learning would tranf-

iate the Intellectual Syftem into latin ; but this defign, though

formed or entertained and attempted by feveral perfons in Ger-

many, was never executed till 1733, when the learned Mofheim
publiflied his tranflation of it. A fecond edition of th^ englifh
' 6 WA%
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was puLIKhed by Birch, 1743, in 2 vols. 4to. in tyVich were

firft added, chiefly from Mo(heim's latin edition, references to

the feveral quotations in the Intelleftual Syftem : for it was a

confiderable defect, and frequent among even the bed writers

of the lall century, that the references of their quotations were

very few, andihofe obfcure and imperfeft. This defeft, in regard

to Cudworth, was fupplied by Moflieim ; who had been at the

pains to fearch them all out, and to note them very accurately.

In Birch's e( ition, there are, befides the Intellc6lual Syftem,

the follov.lng pieces of our author, viz. A difcourfe concerning

the true notion of the Lord's Supper, and Two Sermons, on
I John ii. 3, 4. and I Cor. xv. 57. to all which is prefixed an

account of the life and writings of the author by Dr. Birch.

Cudworth died at Cambridge June 26, 1688, and was in-

terred in the chapel of Chrift's college. He was a man of very

extenfive erudition, excellently (killed in the learned languages

and antiquity, a good mathematician, a fubtle philofopher, and

a profound metaphyfician. He embraced the mechanical or

corpufcular philofophy ; but with regard to the deity, intelli-

gences, genii, ideas, and in fhort, the principles of human
knov.lcdge, he followed Plato, and even the latter Platonifts,

A great number of writers commend his piety and modefty ;

and Burnet having obferved, that Dr. Henry More ftudied to

confider religion as a feed of a deiform nature, and in order to

this, fet young ftudents much on reading the antient philofo-

phers, chiefly Plato, TuUy, and Plotinus, and on confidering the

chriftian religion as a doctrine fent from God, both to elevate

and fweeten human nature, tells us, that " Cudworth carried

this on with a great ftrength of genius, and a vaft compafs of

learning j and that he was a man of great conduct and prudence ;

upon which his enemies did very falfely accufe him of craft and
diffimulation." Lord Shaftefbury ftyles him " an excellent and
learned divine, of higheft authority at home, and fame abroad.'*

He left feveral pofthumous works [hJ, which feem to be a con-

tinuation of his intellccElual Syftem; of which he had given the

world only the firft part. One of thefe was publifhed by-

Chandler, bifliop of Durham, 1731, in 8vo. under this title,

" Atreatife concerning eternal and immutable morality." This
piece was levelled againft the writings of Hobbes and others,

who revived the exploded opinions of Protagoras ; taking away
the eflential and eternal differences of moral good and evil, of

juft and unjuft, and making them all arbitrary produdions of

[h] Of thefe MSS. (part of which have gible ftation, of fuch of them as chance

been handed to the public as Mr. Locke's) has preferved, in the Britilh Mufeum.

—

the progrefs is accurately traced in the See alfo Mr. Ayfcough's Catalogue of

Critical ReviewforMay 17S3, from the MSS. there, vol. i. p. 28.

library at Gates, to the prefent more eli-

divine
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divine or human will. He left alfo feveral other MSS. the

titles and fubjeds of which are as follows : i. A difcourfe of

moral good and evil. 2. Another book of morality, wherein
Hobbes's philofophy is explained. 3. A difcourfe of liberty

and neceflity, in which the grounds of the atheiltical philofophy

are confuted, and morality vindicated and explained. 4. An-
other book de libero arbirrio. 5. Upon Daniel's prophecy of

the 70 weeks, wherein all the interpretations of the jews are

confidered and confuted, with feveral of iome learned chriflians.

6. Of the verity of the chrlftian religion againft the jews. 7.

A difcourfe of the creation- of the world, and immortality of

the foul. 8. Hebrew learning. 9. An explanation of Hobbes's
notion of God, and of the extenfion of fpirits [i j.

CUhRENHERT (Theodorl; van), a very extraordinary per-

fon, was a native of Amfierdam, where he was born in 1522.

It appears, that early in life he travelled into Spain and Por-

tugal ; but the motives of his journey are not afcertained. He
was a man of fcience ; and, according to report, a good poet.

The fifter arts he at firft confidered as an amufemement only ;

but in the end he was obliged, it feems, to have recourfe to

engraving alone for his fupport. And' though the different

fludies in which he employed his time prevented his attachment
to this profeffion from being fo clofe as it ought to have been,

yet at lead the marks of genius are difcoverable in his works.

They are flight, and haftily executed with the graver alone ;

but in an open carelefs flyle, fo as greatly to refemble drawings
made with a pen. He was fettled at Haerlem ; and there pur-

fuing his favourite fludies in literature, he learned latin, and

[i] Our author had feveral fons, who fham, of Gates in the county of Efiex,

probably died young ; but he left one hart, who to the fofinefs and elegancy

daughter, Dannaris, who became fccond of her'own fex, added feveral of the no-

wife to fir Francis Malliam, of Oates in bleft accomplifhments and qualities of the

the county of HfTcx, bart. This l.:dy had other. She poUefled thefe advantages in

a great friendftip with Locke, who died a degree unufual to either, and tempered
in her houfe at Oates in 17C4, where he them %vith an exadlnefs peculiar to her-

had refided for feveral years. She was felf. Her learning, judgement, fagacity*

diftinguiftied for her uncommon genius and and penetration , together with her candour
learning; ar,d in 1696 publifhed in tamo, and love of truth, were very obfervable to all

without her name, " A difcourfe concern- that converfed with her, or were acquaint-

ing the love of God;" containing liG ed with thofe fmall treatifes {he publilhed

pages, befides the preface. It was tranf- • in her life-time, though (he induftrioujly

lated into french by Peter Cofte, and concealed her name. Being mother of an
printed at Amfterdam in 1705. About only fon, fhe applied all her natural and
1700 flie pubhfhed another treatife under acquired endowments to the care of his

the title of " Occaiional thoughts in re- education. Sjie was a ftridt obferver of

ference to a virtuous and christian life." all the virtues belonging to every tuition of
iimo. She lies burled in the abbey church her life; and only wanted opportunities
of Bath, where a monument is erefted to to make thofe talents fhine in the world,
her memory, with this infcription ; which were the admiration ol" her friends.

•' Near this place lies dame Damaris She was born the i8th of January 1658,
MaQiam, daughter of Ralph Cudworth, and died on the 20th of April 1708."
D. D. and ie:ond wife of fir Francis Ma-

was
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Ift-asTTiade fecretary to that town, from whence he was fent feve-

ral times as ambalTador to the prince of Orange, to whom he

adtliclicd a famous manifeilo, which that prince publiflied in

15(^0. Had he (lopped here, it had been well; but directing

his thoughts into a diiferent channel, he undertook an argu-

TiCnt as dangerous as it was abfurd. He maintained, that all

religious communications were corrupted ; and that wichout a

fupeinatural mifRon, accompanied with miracles, no perfon had

any right to adminider in any religious office : he therefore

pronounced that man to be unworthy the name of a chriftian

who would enter any place of public worfhip. This he not

only advanced in words, but ftrove to Ihew the fincerity of

his belief in it by practice ; and for that reafon would not com-
municate with either proteftant or papilt. His works were
publiflied in three volumes folio, 1630 ; and though he was
feveral times imprifoned, and at laft ^ntenced to banifliment,

yet he does not appear to have akeced his fentiments. He died

at Tergout in IJQO, aged 68. It is no iVnall addition to the

honour of this' fingular man, that he was the inlLrudor of tliat

juftly celebrated artill Henry Goltzius. Cuerenhert worked
conjointly with the Galles and other artifts, from the deHgns of

Martin Hemfkerk. The fubjects are from the old and nevir

Teitament, and confift chiefly of middiing-fized plates length-

wife. He alfo engraved feveral fubjecls from Frank Floris.

CUEVA (Alfonsus de la), known by the name of Bedniar,

of an antient family in Spain, ambafiador of PhiJip. III. to

to the republic of Venice, confpired, as it is faid, in 1618,

with the duke of Ofluna, viceroy of Naples, and don Vedro of

Toledo, governor of Milan, for ruining the (late to which he
had been fent. La Cueva brought a party of foreigners into

the city, and fecured their fervices by means of money. The
confpirators were to fet fire to the arfenal of the republic, and
then to feize on the moft important polls. Troops from the

Milanefe were to arrive at a certain time over land, and mari-

ners, bribed to that purpofe, were to fnew the way to barks

loaded with foldiers. This horrible plot was difcovered. Such
of the confpirators as could be found were put to death by
drowning. 1 he charatler of the ambafiador was, however,

refpecled in the author of this confpiracy. The fenate fecretly

fent him away, for fear of his being torn to pieces by the popu-
lace. In a ** copious difculTion of this confpiracy," printed at

the end of the fecond edition of " Obfervations on Italy," the

learned and ingenious Grofley undertakes to prove that this

confpiracy was nothing but an artifice of the Venetians, con-

trived by Fra Paoli, to difengage himfelf from the marquis of

Bedmar, whofe prefence was difagreeable to him. But M.
Mallet-Dupan atBrms, with feveral others that, with the ex-

ception
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ception of fome circumftances invented by romancing hiflorians,

this confpiracy was very real. If the republic of Venice kept
the difcovery of this plot a profound fecret, it was becaufe it

had been fruftrated, that Spain was extremely formidable, and
that there was no other alternative but to keep filence, or to

declare war againfl that kingdom. Being forced to quit Venice,

Bedmar went to Flanders, where he filled the office of prefident

of the council, and received the cardinal's hat. His feverity

having cauied him to be turned out of the government, he re-

tired to Rome, where he died in 1665, confidered as one of

the moft vigorous as well as one of the moft dangerous geniufes

that ever Spain produced. His fagacity was fuch, that his con-

jedlures almoft pafied for prophecies. To this fmgular perfpi-

cacity he added a rare talent for m.anaging the moft intricate

affairs ; a wonderful inftincSl in the knowledge of mankind ;

an eafy and complaifant difpofition, and fo much the more im-
penetrable, as every body thought he faw into him ; all the ap-

pearances of a perfetl tranquillity of mind in the midft of the

moft cruel agitations. Some writers attribute to him a treatife

in Italian, againft the liberty of the republic of Venice, inti-

tuled : Squitinio della liberta Veneta ; Mirandola, 1612, 4to.

and tranflated into french by Amelot de la Houfiaye ; but others

give it, with greater reafon, to Mark Velfer.

CUFF (Henry), a celebrated wit and excellent fcholar, but
memorable chiefly for the peculiarity of his fate, was defcend-

ed from a good family, though fome have infinuated the con-

trary, and born at Hinton St. George in Somerfetftiire about

1560. He gave early marks of genius and application, and in

1576 was admitted of Trinity college in Oxford; where he
foon diftinguifhed himfelf by his knov/ledge of the greek tongue,

and an admirable faculty in difputing. He became in due time
fellow ; but he had the misfortune to lofe his fellowfhip for a

bon mot, or good thing, which, in the gaiety of his heart, he
happened to fay upon fir Thomas Pope, the founder of his col-

lege. Sir Thomas, it feems, had a very extraordinary way with
him, when he went a-vifiting, of feizing whatever he could lay

his hands on, and carrying it off under his gown or in his poc-

ket ; which however was not imputed to diflionefty, but to hu-
mour. Now Cuff^ upon a time of merriment with his fellows,

was led" to fay, " A pox ! this is a poor beggarly college indeed :

the plate that our founder ftole, would build fuch another."

The prefident, hearing of this, eje^led Cuff from his fellov/flilp
j^

rot fuffering prophane wit to be thus exercifed within his walls,

for fear perhaps that it fliould become contagious. Cuff's merit

however v/as fo great, and his reputation for learning fo extra-

ordinary, that he was, in 1586, eleded probationer of Merton
college by fir Henry Savilej then warden of it 5 and two years

after
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after made fellow. He was looked upon as a man capable of

making a fliiuing figure in life j and how dear he was to fir

Henry Savile, appears not only from the inftance of kindnefs

juft mentioned, but alfo from a letter of his to the learned

Camden, in which he gives him the higheil charafter, and
ilyles him his own and Camden's intimate friend. He wrote

a greek epigram in commendation of Camden's Britannia, which
is prefixed to all the latin editions, and to fome of the englilh

tranOations of it ; and which has been much admired. He was
afterwards promoted to the greek profcflbrlhip, and chofea

protlor of the univerfity in 1504.

At what time he left Oxford, or upon what occafion, does

not appear ; but there is fome realbn to believe, it was for the

fake of travelling in order to improve himfelf. For he was
always inclined rather to a bufy, than to a retired life •, and

held, that learning was of little fervice to any man, if it did

not render him fitter to be employed in matters of importance.

This difpofition of his recommended him much to the favour

of the celebrated Robert earl of Eflex, who was himfelf of

much the fame temper ; equally fond of knowledge and bufinefs.

Cuff became his fecretary ; but it had been happier for him, if

he could have contented himfelf with an eafy and honourable

fituation, which his own learning, and the afTiftance of his

friends in the univerfity, had procured him. For he was in-

volved in all the misfortunes of that unhappy earl, and did not

efcape partaking of his fate. Nay, upon the fudden reverfe of

that earl's fortunes, Cufi^ found himfelf in the moft wretched

condition pofiibie : for he was not only involved in all his mif-

fortunes, but looked upon as the chief if not the fole caufc

and author of them. Thus, when the earl w^as tried and con-

demned, Feb. 19, 1 6c I, and folicited by the divines who at-

tended him while under fentence, he not only confefled matters

prejudicial to CufF, but likewife charged him to his face with

being the author of all his misfortunes, and the perfon who
principally perfuaded him to purfue violent meafures. Sir

Henry Neville alfo, being involved in this unhappy bufinefs,

mentioned Cuff as the perfon who invited him to the meeting

at Drury-houfe ; where ihe plot for forcing the earl's way to the

queen by violence was concerted. Cufi' was brought to his

trial March 5th following, and defended himfelf with great

fteadinefs and fpiric. He was however coavicfled, and with fir

Gelly Merrick executed at Tyburn, March 30, i6©i ; dying, it

is faiJ, with great conflancy and courage. He delared, at the

place of execution, that " he was not in the leaft concerned in

that wild commotion which wa^ raifed by a particular great

but unadvifed earl, but Ihut up that whole day within the

houfe, where he fpent his time in very melancholy refle(Slions :

that
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that he never perfuaded any man to take up arms againfc the'

queen, but was moft heartily concerned for beLng an inftrument

of bringing that worthy gentleman fir Henry Neville into danger,

and did mod earneftly intreat his pardon, Sec"

His chara6ler has been harfliiy treated by lord Bacon, fir

Henry Wotton, and other writers. Camddfi alfo, who knew
him intimately, and had lived many years in great friendiliip

with him, hath this fliort but bitter rcfleclion :
" vir exquifitif-

fima do6lrina, ingenioque acerrimo, fed turbido & tortuofo •,"

that is, a man of moll exquifite learning and penetrating wic,

but of a feditious and crooked difpofition. Others are milder

in their cenfures ; and all allow him to have been a very able

and learned man. He wrote a book in englifl:;, very little before

his death, which was printed about fix years after, under this

title : " The differences of the ages of man's life, together with

the original cauies, progrefs, and end thereof, 1607, 8vo." It

has been printed more than once fince, and commended as a

curious and pliiloi'ophical piece. Wood fays, that he left be-

hind him other things ready for the prefs, which were never

publifhed. Bifnop Tanner has given us the title of one ; viz.

De rebus geftis in fandlo conciUo nicteno ; or. The tranfa6lions

in the holy council of Nice, tranflated out of greek into latin,

and believed to have been the v/ork of Gelafius Cyricenus,

•which was tranfcribed from the original in the Vatican library

by Cuff. The manner of his death deprived him, as may eafily

be imagined,- of a monument -, an old friend however ventured

to embalm his memory in the follovv-ing epitaph :

Doftus eras p-ssce, felixque tibi fuit alpha.

At fait infelix omega, Cuffe, tuum.

Which has been thus ttanflated :

Thou v.-aft indeed Vv'ell read in greek
;

Thy alpha too was crown 'd with hope

:

But, oh ! though fad the truth 1 fpeak.

Thy omega pioved but a rope.

We conclude with the judicious and falutary refle£tion of a

celebrated author, upon the uneafy life and unfortunate death of*

this extraordinary perfon. " Mingle not," fays he, " your interefk

with a great man's, made defperate by debts or court-injuries,

whofe breakings-out prove fatal to their wifefl friends and foU
lowers, averred in the lad «u-l of Effex but one ; where Mer-
rick his fteward, and Cuff his fecretary, though of excellent

parts, were both hanged. For fuch unconcoiled rebellions

turn feldom to the hurt of any, but the parties that promote
them ; being commonly guided by the diredlions of their ene-

mies, as this was by Cecil, whole creatures perfuaded Effe:-:

to
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to this inconfiderate attempt." Ofborn's advice to liis fon,

part I. c. 4.

CUJACIUS (James), a celebrated lawyer, was born at

Thoufoulc about 1520. His parents were mean: but nature

made him inore than amends for this misfortune, if it mail be

called fo, by the great trdcnts flie beftowed upon him. He was
one af thofe geniufes who did all without a mailer. He taught

himielf the greek and latin tongues, and every tiling clfe which

related to polite literature : and he arrived to fo prodigious a

knowledge of law in general, and of civil law in particular,

that he is fuppofed of all the moderns to have penetrated the

farthefl into the origin and myfteries of it. The means, by

which he fucceeded in thcfc very deep refearches, were the fame

which the antient lawyers purfued ; the etymology of words,

and the lights of hiftory. Indeed he was fome little time under

Arnoldus : but it was fo little, that it can be efteemed of no
•account to him. He had then furely great reafon to complain

of his country, for refufing him the profefibrs chair when it

was vacant, and prefenting one to it who was not capable of

filling it with half the honour. Foreigners however did juitice

to his merit. They came from all parts, and ftudied under his

dire<£lion and managen.cnt; and the ableft magillrates, which
France then had, were formed by the hand of this lawyer. From
Thouloufe he was invited to the univerfity of Cohors, and

thence to Bourges.. The king of France fliewed him every ho-

nour, and permitted him to fit amongft his counfeilors of par-

liament. Emanuel Philibert, duke of Savoy, invited him to

Turin ; and pope Gregory XIII. endeavoured to draw nim to

Bologna, his own native country. This was a very advanta-

geous offer to Cujacius : but his age and infirmities did not per-

mit him to acept it. Fie continued to teach at Bourges, where
he took the greateft pleafure in communicating familiarly to his

friends and fcholars whatever he had difcovered in the law, and
(hewed them the fhortca and eafieft way to come to a perfect

knowledge of that fcience. He was remarkable for his friendly

manner of treating his fcholars. Fie ufed to eat and drink

with them ; and, to encourage them in their ftudies, lent them
money and books, which procured him the name of " Father

of his fcholars." He died at Ecurges 1 590 ; and his works were
colledled by C. Hannibal Fabvot, and publifhed at Paris in 10

vols. 1659. 1 here is an anecdote, which fliews him to have
been a very wife and prudent, as well as a very great and good
man. When his opinion was afked about fonrie quetlions in di-

vinity, which were then agitated, as they ufuallly are, with great

warmth and tumult, he is reported to have anfwered, " Nil hoc
ad ediclum prsetoris :" as much as to fay, Gentlemen, thefe are

matters
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matters which lawyers have nothing to do with: pray fettle

them, if you can, among yourfelves.

CULLEN (William) was born of refpe£lable though indi-

gent parents in Lanarkfliire. Having ferved a fliort apprentice-

Ihip to a furgeon and apothecary in Glafgow, he obtained the

place of a furgeon in one of the merchant's veifels from London
to the Weft Indies. Not liking his employment, he returned

to his own country, where he pradifed a fliort time in the

parifti of Shotts, among the farmers and country people.

Thence he removed to Hamilton, intending to pradife there as

a phyfician. While he refided near Shotts, Archibald duke of

Argyle made a vifit to a gentleman in that neighbourhood. His
grace was engaged in fome chemical refearches which re-

quired elucidation by experiments, for which he then wanted
ihe proper apparatus. The gentleman, recollecling young
Cullen, mentioned him as the perfon who could mod probably

fupply his wants. He was confequently invited to dinner, and
prefented to the duke, withwhom he commenced an acquaintance,

to which he was probably indebted for all his future fortune.

The name of Cullen having thus become known, his reputation

as a pra£litioner was foon eftabliihed in the neighbourhood.

The duke of Hamilton refided then for a {hort time in that part

of the country, and having been fuddenly taken ill, was induced

by the characSler which he had heard of Cullen to fend for his

affiftance. The duke was not only beneficially aided by his

fcience in medicine, but amply gratified with his converfation.

He accordingly obtained for him a place in the univerfity of

Glafgow, where his talents foon became more confpicuous. He
had, while he refided in the country, formed a conne61:ion

with a man, who, like himf^h'", afterwards became eminent in

his profeffion.—William Hunter, fmce celebrated for his lec-

tures on anatomy irt London, was at that time not more affluent

than Cullen. They agreed to purfue their ftudies together,

and entered into a partnerfliip as furgeons and apothecaries, on
the condition that alternately one fhould pra£life the bufinefs,

while the other might ftudy medicine in whatever univerfity

he preferred. Cullen was allowed the fir ft choice, and in

confequence went to Edinburgh. The next winter Hunter
chofe London for the fame purpofe. His excellence in diffec-

tion and in anatomical preparations, while he refided in that

city, was fo foon difcovered, that Dr. Douglas, a ledlurer

upon anatomy and man-midvvifery, chofe him as an affiftant.

On the death of Dr. Douglas, Hunter fucceeded him in

both his profeffio'ns ; in which he acquitted himfelf much to

his own reputation, and to the fatisfa£lion of the pubHc. Thus
was the partnerfliip fuddenly difiblved ; but Cullen, unwilling

that an engagerate nt with him fl^ouid prevent the fuccefs of his

partner,
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partner, gave up the articles of agreement, and entered Into a

friendly correfpondence with his former aflbciate in bufinefs.

While Dr. Cullcn praclifcd in the country, he became at-

tached to Mifs Johnfton, the daughter of a clergyman in the

neighbourhood, and obtained her hand in marriage, v/hen,

without fortune or powerful friends, his own perfonal qualifi-

cations and profeffional abilities were his only recommendations.

This lady, who was about his own age, poflefled in an emi-

nent degree the moft amiable qualities that adorn her fex.

Though her fortune would now be accounted fmall, it was no
fmall acquifition at that time in that country ; efpecially to one
wliofe fituation and profpefts in life were then fo confined.

After having participated with him in his various changes of

fortune, {he died in the fummer of 1786, leaving behind her

a numerous family, with her hufband, to regret the lofs. He
had taken his degree as do£lor of phyfic in 1740. In 1746
he was appointed lefturer in chemiffcry in the univerfity of

Glafgow, and began his ledure in the latter term [k] of the fame
year. Now his various talents and endowments were difplayed

in a point of view that attradled the attention of the ftudents,

and rendered their purfuits more interefting to them than they

had ever been before. Some few were envious of his fuccefs,

hut he purfued his literary career, regardlefs of their efforts;

His practice as a phyfician increafed dailj^, and on a vacancy in

the year 1751, he was appointed by the king profeflbr of

medicine in the fame univerfity ; an advancement which
ftiil more increafed his fame. On the death of Dr. Plumber,

profeflbr of chemiilry at Edinburgh, in the year 1756, he
was invited to accept the vacant place by the unanimous voice

of that univerfity. Having accordingly refigned his employ-

ments at Glafgov/, he began his le^ures in the month of

Oclober of the fame year. On the appointment of Dr. Cullen

to the profeflbrlhip, chemiilry, which had before been difre-

garded, became the favourite ftudy, and his ledlures were
more frequented than any others, excepting that of anatomy.
His fuccefs excited envy among his colleagues. They formed
a party of oppofition among the fi:udents, who, mifreprefenting

his dodlrines, induced fome men of the mod eminence in the uni-»

verfity to oppofe a fyftem which they knew only by report.

Cullen, no officious enquirer into the opinions of others, and
inattentive to what might be faid of his own, was regardlefs

of their efforts. Never was he heard to traduce the pro-

fefllcnal charadler of any one who might have been thought a
rival, either as a profefTor or a phyfician. The envy which
his abilities had created, and his contempt or rather difregard

©f his opponents, contributed to increafe his reputation. He

[k] Oftobcr.

Vol. IV. Fi Jbewms
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became more refpefled as lie became more known. In his ad-

drefs affable and engaging, in his manners open and kind, and

in his conduct free from the lead imputation of interefted views,

he was the friend and companion of every family that had occa-

fion for his medical affiftance; nor could they who had once em-
ployed Dr. Cullen be fatisfied, if they wanted a phyfician, without

fending for him again. On the death of Dr. Alilon, profeflbr

of medicine, in 1763, the magiflrates of Edinburgh appointed

Dr. Cullen to fucceed him, with a requeft that he would finifh

a courfe of lectures which his predecefTor had begun. He
confented, but, inftead of contenting himfelf with reading the

imperfect copy which had been configned to him, undertook a

new courfe which was entirely his own. The number of ftu-

dents inci-eafed, and added to the popularity of the new pro-

feflbr. An imperfect copy of his ledlures having been printed,

he thought it expedient afterwards to publifh a more correal

edition. The infirmities of age increafing, he refigned hi*

office In favour of Dr. Black, who had been formerly his pupil.

On the death of Dr. Rutherford, who had long given ledlures

on the praiStice of phyfic. Dr. Cullen and Dr. John Gregory
became candidates for the vacant place. But previous to the

time appointed for the eleilion, the parties agreed to a compro-
mife. It was llipulated that each fhould give lectures alter-

nately, during their refpe£live lives ; but that the furvivor

fhould retain the clafs to which he fhould give the preference.

The arrangement having thus been made. Dr. Cullen delivered

the firft courfe of Ledtures in 1766, and Dr. Gregory in the

following year fucceeded him. On the unexpected death of

his colleague. Dr. Cullen continued to give lectures till within

a few months before his death ; an event which, to the regret

of his friends and family, happened on the nth of October, in

the year 1790.
CULLUM (Rev. Sir John, bart.) wasborn 21ft June I733>.

and educated at Bury fchool ; whence he went to Catherine-hall,

Cambridge, of which, after having taken the degree of bachelor

and mafterof arts, he was eletted fellow 7th December 1759. In

March 1774 he became a member of the fociety of antiquaries;

in December that year he was inftituted to the living of Great

Thurlow in Suffolk; and in March 1775 was elected fellow

of the royal fociety. He was the author of the Hiltory and

Antiquities of Hawfted in Suffolk. He died at Hardwicke-
houfe pth October 17B5.

CULPEPER (Nicholas) was fon of Nicholas Culpeper, a

clergyman, and grandfon of fir Thomas Culpeper, bart. He
was lome time a ftudent in the unlverfity of Cambridge, which

he left without degrees. He was foon after bound apprentice

to an apothecary, and employed all his leifure hours in the

ftudy of aftrology, which fallacious ftudy he afterwards pro-

fefl'cd*
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fefTed. He was a writer of many books, and likewife tranflated

feme out of latin. He was much reforted to for his advice,

which he gave gratis to tlie poor. He died in 1654 at his houfe
in Spitalfields. The moll noted of his works is his Herbal, In
this book he tells us under what planets the fimples grow, and
fpeaks of their good and bad qualities as if he had calculated

their nativities.

CUMBERLAND (Dk. Richard), a very learned engllfh

divine, and bifliop of Peterborough, was the fon of a citizen

of London, and born there July 15, 1632. He was educated
in claflical learning at St. Paul's fchool, and removed thence
to Magdalen college in Cambridge, where he took the degree
of B. A. in 1653, and that of M. A. in 1656. He had then
thoughts of applying himfelf to phyfic, and actually ftudied it

for fome time ; but changing his fcheme, he went into orders,

and being fellow of his college, was remarkable not only for

a diligent application to books, but for an unafFe£led piety, and
unblemifhed probity of manners. In 1658 he was prefented by
fir John Norwich to the re£lory of Brampton in Northampton-
fhire, in which rural retirement he minded little elfe than the
duties of his fundlion and his ftudies. His relaxations from
thefe were very few, befides his journies to Cambridge, which
he made frequently, for the fake of preferving a correfpondence
with the learned in that place. Here he thought to have re-

mained all his life. If his intimate friend and fellow collegiate

fir Orlando Bridgman, upon his receiving the feals in 1667,
had not invited him up to town, and foon after beftowed upon
him the living of Allhallows Stamford.

In 1672 he publiflied a work in latin, intituled : " De legibus

naturse difquilitio philofophica, &c. or, A philofophical en-
quiry into the laws of nature, in which their form, principal

heads, order, promulgation, and obligation, are inveftigated from
the nature of things ; and in which alfo the philofophical ele-

ments of Hobbes, moral as well as civ!!, are confidered and
refuted," 4to. It has twice been tranflated into englifli : firft,

by James 'fyrrel, efq. grandfon to archblihop Ufncr, in 1692 ;

and, next, in 1727, by Mr. Maxwell, who has prefixed '* An
introduillion concerning the miilaken notions which the heathens
had of the deity, and the defers in their morality, whence the
ufefulnefs of revelation may appear ;" and has fubjoined an
appendix of two difcourfes, one concerning the immateriality

of thinking fubftance, another concerning the obligation, pro-
mulgation, and obfervance of the law of nature.

Notwithftanding the loud applaufe that was every where be-
llowed on this performance, Cumberland feemed regardlefs of
it all, and went on doing his duty with the fame calmnefs and
cheerfulnefs as before. In this fiation of a private clergyman
he was importuned, fuch was his reputation, by the univerfity

F f 2, and
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and his acquaintance there, to take upon him the trouble of
refponding at the public commencement. He had diftinguifhed

himfelf, while he was a fellow in the college, by the performance
of academical exercifes. He went out B. D. at a public com-
mencement in 1663 ; and afterwards kept an act at another

public commencement for his doctor's degree. This he did

in 1680, in a very jnaflerly manner. In 1686 he publifhed
•* An efTay on jewiih meafures and weights," in which he {hewed
great abilities and learning. Le Clerc has given a very large

extrati of this work, and it has always been efteemed by the

curious. Bernard neverthelefs, in his book " De ponderibus

& menfuris antiquis" publiflied in 1688, ventured to contradidl

fome of his affertions, without naming him : upon which Cum-
berland wrote fome flieets to juftify his calculations, but laid

them afide, and left his book to fliift for itfelf. It was looked

upon at the revolution as a thing neceflary to the eftablifhment

of the new government, that the men, who were to be raifed

to high ftations in the church, fl^ould be only fuch as had been
moft eminent for their learning, mod exemplary in their lives,

and moft firm to the proteftant intereft. "While men wi^h thefe

qualifications were looking for, the king was told, that Dr.
Cumberland was the fitteft man he could nominate to the

bifhopric of Peterborough ; and accordingly he was elecled

May 15, 1691, in the room of Dr. Thomas White, who refufed

the new oath.

He now applied himfelf as attentively and diligently to the

work of a bifhop, as he had hitherto difcharged the duties of a

private clergyman: and he did not omit the moft minute parti-

cular which belonged to his office. He is faid to have been

in this rcfpe£l very rigid to himfelf, and never to have fpared

himfelf on any account whatever. To the laft month of his

life it was impoflible to difluade him from undertaking fatigues,

though fuperior to his ftrength : his anfwer and refolution

wifls, " I will do my duty as long as I can." He had a£led by
a maxim like this in his vigour-: for when his friends repre-

fented to him, that by his ftudies and labours he would injure

his health, his ufual reply was, " A man had better wear out

than ruft out." In the mean time he did not negle6l to culti-

vate the ftudies he had all his life purfued: and thefe included

almoft every branch of human knowledge that is worthy of at-

tention. He had ftudied mathematics in all its parts, and the

fcriptures in their original languages. He was thoroughly ac-

quainted with philofophy in its feveral branches, had good
judgment in phyfic, knew every thing that was curious in

anatomy, and was perfectly acquainted with the claflics. In-

deed he was a ftranger to no part of learning, but was a&

able, as he is faid to have been willing, to talk in a mafterly

manner upon every fubjedt that could be ftaarted*
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He fpent a good many years of his life in examining San-

choniatho's Phoenician hiltory : his motives to which are thus

related by Mr. Payne, who was hrft his chaplain, and afterwards,

by marrying his daughter, became his fon-in-law. The ad*

vances, fays he, which popery had made under king James,
occafioned him to turn his thoughts to enquiring, by what
ileps and methods idolatry got ground in the world. The
oldeil account of this he believed he found in Sanchoniatho's

fragment. This he faw was a profefled apology for idolatry,

and he ftudied it with no other view, than as it led to the dif-

covery of its original : for he fpent fome time upon it, before

ever he had a thought of extrading from it footfteps of the

hiftory of the world before the flood. While other divines

therefore of the church of England were engaged in the con-

troverfy with the papiils, he was endeavouring to Itrike at

the root of their idolatrous religion. His firft defign he finifhed

about the time of the revolution, and would then have printed

it ; but his bookfeller, being a cautious man, did not care to

undertake it. Upon this difcouragement, he laid afide the

thoughts of making it public ', but, having entered on a fub-

je6l in which he thought he had made a great difcovery, he
went on with it rather for his own entertainment, than with
any defign of acquainting the world with it. He made a

progrefs on a fecond part, which he intituled, " Origines gen-
tium antiquiflima? ;" nor did he difcontinue thefe refearches

into the oldeft times, till 1702. It has feemed furprifing to

Come, that fo confcientious a prelate, after having fpent fo

much time and pains in an enquiry which he judged of great

importance, ancl efpecially after having, as he thought, fuc-

ceeded in it, fhould yet never refolve to communicate it to

the world : but this negle£t, if it was one, has been imputed
to his averfion to a controverfy, which the novelty of his fyftem
might probably have drawn him into. Thefe works however
have not been loll, for they were publilhed after his death by
his chaplain and fon-in-law Mr. Payne : the firft, in 1720, 8vo.

under this title, " Sanchoniatho's Phcenician Hiftory, tranf-

lated from the firft book of Eufebius de prjeparatione evan-
gelica : with a continuation of Sanchoniatho's hiftory by Era-
tofthenes Cyana^us's canon, which Dicxarchus connects with
the firft olympiad." Thefe authors are iiluftrated with many
hiftorical and chronological remarks, proving them to contain
a feries of phcenician and legyptian chronology, from the firll

man to the firft olympiad, agreeably to the fcripture accounts.
The fecond work was publifhed in 1724, 8vo. under this title,

" Origines gentium antiquiflimae ; or. Attempts for difcovcring

the times of the firft planting of nations,'' in feveral tra£ls.

Bifliop Cumberland lived to a very great age, and appears to

have retained great vigour of mind, as well as great vigour of

F f 3 body.
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body, to the laft. When Dr. Wilkins had publiftied his Coptic
Tellament, he made a prefent of one of them to the biiliop,

who fat down to fludy it when he was pad 83. Old as he
was, he maftered the language ; and went through great part

of this verfion, making remarks and obfervations all the way.
At length, in the autumn of 1718, he was fhruck in the after-

noon with a deadly palfy, from which he could not be recovered.

He had no previous notice of this at all ; for he rofe that

morning rather better and more vigorous than ufual. He died

0£t. 9, in his 87th year, and was buried in his own cathedral.

It is doing him no more than juftice to fay, that he was a man
of very uncommon parts, very uncommon learning, and of vir-

tue and true piety ftill more uncommon.
CUMING (V/illiam), born in 17 14, was the fon of Mr.

James Cuming, an eminent xnerchant in Edinburgh. After a

fuitable et.ucation in the high-fchool of that city, and under

the particular tuition of Mr. .Alexander Muir, formerly pro-

fcflbr of philofophy at Aberdeen, he applied himfelf to the

ftudy of phyfic four years in the univerfity of Edinburgh, and

becarjie conne£lpd with fpme of the moft eminent iludents in

that line. In 1735 he fpent nine months at Paris, improving

himfelf in anatomy and the french language ; and he pafied

feme time at Leyden the following year j but returned juft be-

fore the death of his father [l], In i 738 he quitted Edinburgh for

London ; and while his friends were meditating a fettlement for

Jiim at Lynne iri the room of the late fir William Brov/ne, hi^

friend I 'i. Fothergill found out a more promifing one for him at

Dorchefler j v. liere he remained to the laft, notwithftanding the

moft prefling invitations from his friend Fothergill to fucceed

Dr. Ruflel in London. In the fpace of a few years after his

cftabli(hment at Dorchefter, he came to be employed in many,

and in procefs of time, with an exception of three pr four

at moft, in all the families of diftindtion within the county,

^nd frequently in the adjacent ones. At length his chafte

manners, his learning, and his probity, as they were more ge-

nerally known, rendered him not only the phyfician, but the

confidential friend of fome of the beft families into which he

was introduced. His warm and friendly attention to the in-

terefts of the late Mr. Hutchins, author of the hiftory of Dorfet,

[l] .^n elegant ode, addrefled to him eartindia(}iip,which was wrecked on a rock

on his going to Fra;ice, Aug. 31, lyj^t abput two miles eaft of the ifland of Noithj

i>y Mr. S- Boyfe, is printed in Nichols's Ronalflia, the northernmofi: of the Orkney

Mifeellany Poems, vol. vi. p. 342; and iflands, Nov. 18,174c. Immediately on

in the fame volume, p. 328, is the Viiion the (hip's ftriking, Mr. Cuming went off

of Patience, an allegorical poem, facred to in the barge, accompanied by the furgeon,

the memory of Mr, Aleiander Cuming, a and fix of the boldcli feamen, in order to

young gentleman unfortunately loft in the difeover what the ifland was, but were

jiorthern ocean, on his return from China, never more heard of. Thirty-one of the

J 740. He was elder brother of the dotlor, failors were faved out of one hundred, the

^ni £rftfupercargo of llie Succia, a fwedifli fliip's compijcicjU.
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in bringing into light that well written and well arranged work,

cannot better be exprefled than in the grateful language of its

author : " One of the gentlemen to whom my acknowledg-

ments are eminently due, permitted part of that time which is

fo beneficially employed to far better purpofes, and is fo pre-

cious to a gentleman of his extenfive pradice, to be diverted

to the work in hand ; the publication of which he patronifed

and promoted with great zeal and affiduity : nor did his fuccefs

fall (hort of his zeal. Without his friendly alhftance my pa-

pers might yet have remained undelivered to the prefs ; or, if

they had been committed to the public, would have wanted

feveral advantages and embelliftiments with which they now
appear." The do6lor bequeathed his interleaved copy of this

work to his friend and coadjutor in its publication. In 1752

he received a diploma from the univerfity of Edinburgh ; and

was foon after elected a fellow of the royal college of phy-

ficians there ; and died fenior fellow thereof. He was eleded

in 1769 fellow of the fociety of antiquaries of London; and

in 1781 of that of Scotland. The tendernefs of his eyes was,

through life, the greateft misfortune he had to ftruggle with

;

and, confidering the many obllacles which the complaints in

thofe organs have occafioned in the purfuit of knowledge, it is

wonderful how he attained the degree of erudition which he was

well known to pofiefs. In his retreat from the more bufy pUrfuits

of this world, the furviving companions of his youth continued

the friends and eorrefpondents of his advanced years ; and he

enjoyed to the laft the fingular fatisfadion of being vifited by

the moft r^fpedable perfons in the county for probity, rank,

and fortune. We cannot but regret that the dodlor, who has

been the means of fo many valuable performances being laid

before the public, and fome of them improved by his pen,

had not himfelf flood forth, to give that information for which

he was fo well qualified, both "in point of clalhcal learning

and elegant compofition [m]. He died of a dropfy, in the 74th.

year of his age, the 25th of March 1788.

CUN^US (Peter), a very learned lawyer, and profeflbr in

the univerfity of Leyden, was born at Fluflfing, in Zealand,

1586. He was fent to Leyden at 14, where he made great

progrefs in greek, latin, hebrew, chaldaic, and fyriac learning,

[m] See memoirs of his life, fcveral great humanity : poffeffed of a happy turn

of his letters, and a portrait of kim by for enquiry and obfervation ; devoted from

Sharp, after Beach, at the end of the fourth an early age to the faithful difcharge of

edition of Dr. Letifom's life of Dr. Fo- the duties of his profelTion. The death

ttiergill, 17S6, 8vo. The Sherboni Mer- of this eicellent man is a misfortune to

Qury of March 31 records his death, with his friends and neighbours more immedi-

t.his honourable teftimony : " He was a ately, to the faculty in general, and to all

phjrficiaa of learning, ftrid integrity, and mankind."

F f 4 under
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under John DruGus ; nnd, with his afllftance, gained a deep
knowledge in the jewifh antiquities. It appears that he was
at firft defigned for divinity, by his maintaining theological

thefes under Arminius in 1605 j hut religious difputes running
high at that time, he conceived a difguft to it, and applied

himfelf to the belles lettres and the law. He was created

LL.D. at Leyden in 1611, at which time he was chofen pro-

feflbr in the latin tongue, or of eloquence. He was afterwards

made profeffor of politics; and in 1615 of civil law, which em-
ployment he held to his death, which happened in 1638. He
was the author of feveral ingenious and learned works j and his

little book " De republica Hebrasorum" is flill held in high

efteem. His ** Satyra menippsea in fui fxculi homines inepte

erudites" was printed at Leyden in 1632, and as much ad-

mired for its wit as learning. He likewife publiflied remarks
upon Nonius's " Dionyfiaca," and fome inauguration and other

fpeeches -, not to omit a tranflation which he made of Julian's

Csefars. He was a man of great parts and learning ; and we
find Voflius, Cafaubon, and other great men, fpeaking of him
in the higheil terms of applaufe, and paying the profoundefl:

deference to his judgment. Scaliger fays, that he was extremely

learned, but of a melancholy humour ; no wonder, for it is a

humour which arifes ufually from a fedentary way of life, and
into which therefore men of hard application and ftudy are very

apt to fall.

CUNINGHAM (William)- We learn from bifliop Tanner
that this perfon was a phyfician in London, and refided in

Colemanrftreet fome years of his life. About the years 1556— 1559 he lived at Norwich, and in 1563 he was a public lec-

turer in Surgeons'-hall, London. Bilhop Bull applauded him
much for his knowledge in aftronomy and phyfic. He was
certainly a man of confiderable learning, and his ingenuity in

the art of engraving on copper was great.

CUNITIA (Maria), one of the greateft genlufes in the

Xviith century, was born in Silefia, and was famous for her

pxtenfive knowledge in many branches of learning, but more
particularly in mathematics and aftronomy, upon which fhe wrote

feveral ingenious treatifes ; particularly one under the title of

Urania Propitia, printed in 1650, in latin and german, and dedi-

cated to Ferdinand IIL emperor of Germany. In this work are

contained aftronomical tables, of great eafe and accuracy, founded

upon Kepler's hypothefis. But notwithftanding her merit (bines

with fuch peculiar luftre as to refleft honour on her fex, hiftory

does not inform us of the time of her birth. She learned languages

with amazing facility ; and underftood polifh, german, french,

italian, latin, greek, and hebrew. With equal eafe ihe acquired a

knov/ledge



CUNNINGHAM, 441

^cnowledge of the fciencestblftory, pKyfic, poetry, painting, mufic

i)oth vocal and inftrumental, were familiar to her ; and yet

thefe were no more than her amufement. Her favourite fludy

M^as the mathematics, and efpecially aftronomy, to which fhc

principally applied j infomuch that flie was ranked in the num-
ber of the moll able aftronomers of her time. Her aftronomical

tables acquired her a prodigious reputation. She married

Elias de Lewin, M. D.; and died at Piflehen in 1664, much re-

gretted by all lovers of real fciencc, and admirers of female ex-

cellence.

CUNNINGHAM (Alexander) was born in Scotland, in

the time of Cromwell's ufurpation, in 1654 : his father was
rninifter at Ettrick, in the fhire and prefbytery of Selkirk. He
was educated, according to the cuftom of the fcotch gentlemen

of thofe times who were of the prefbyterian feci of the chrif-

tians, in Holland, where we may fuppofe he imbibed his prin-

ciples of government, ^ind was much with the fcotch and eng-

lifh refugees at the Hague before the revolution, particularly

with the earls of Argyle and Sunderland. He came over to

England with the prince of Orange ; and was honoured witU

the confidence and intimacy of many leading men among the

whig party, or the friends and abettors of king William and
the revolution. We find him employed, at different times, in

the charader of a travelling companion or tutor ; firfl: to the

earl of Hyndford and his brother Mr. William Carmichael,

folicitor-general in the reign of queen Ann for Scotland •, fe-

condly, with the lord Lome, afterwards fo well known under

the name of John duke of Argyle j and thirdly, with the lord

vifcount Lonfdale. In his travels we find him at the german
courts with the celebrated Mr. Jofeph Addifor, whofs fortune,

like that of our author, compelled him to

-.—-become for hire

A travelling tutor to a 'fquire.

Lord Lome, at the time he was under the tuition of Mr Cun-
ningham, though not feventeen years of age, was colonel of a

regiment, which the father of the earl of Argyle had raifed for

hi^ majefty's fervice in Flanders. Mr. Cunningham's connec-

tion with the duke of Argyle, with whom he had the honour
of maintaining an intim.acy as long as he lived, together with

the opportunities he enjoyed of learning in his travels what
may be called military geography, naturally tended to qualify

him for writing intelligibly on military affairs. On this fub-

jecl Achilles, it is probable, communicated information to his

preceptor Chiron. When we refie£l on thefe circumftances,

we fliall the lefs wonder that his accounts of battles and fieges,

*nd in general of all the operations of war, fhould be fo copious,

3 apd
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and at the fame time fo conceivable and fatlsfadory. It is not
unnatural on this occafion to call to mind, that the hiftorian

Polybius, fo juftly renowned for his knowledge of both civil

and military affairs, was tutor to Scipio Africanus.

Mr. Cunningham, both when he travelled with the noble-

men abovemeniioned, and on other occafions, ^was employed
by the englilh miniftry in tranfmitting fecret intelligence to

them on the mod important fubjedls. He was alfo on fundry
occafions employed by the generals of the confederate armies to

carry intelligence and to make reprefentations to the court of
Britain. In Carflares' State papers, pubUfiied by Dr. Macor-
mick, principal of the united college of St, Andrew's, in 1774,
there are two letters from our author, dated Paris the 2 2d and
26th of Augufl: 1 70 1, giving an account of his conferences

with the marquis de Torcy, the french minifter, relative to the

jfcotch trade with France. This commercial negotiation, from
the tenor of Cunningham's letters compared with his hiflory,

appears to have been only the oftenfible objeft of his attention :

for he fent an exatt account to king William, with whom he
was perfonally acquainted, of the military preparations through-
out all France.

Mr. Cunningham's political friends, Argyle, Sunderland,

fir Robert Walpole, &c. on the acceffion of George I. fent him
as britiih envoy to the republic of Venice, where he refided

from 1 715 to 1720. His correfpondence, or at leaft part of
it (for fecretary Craggs carried away his official correfpondence

from the public office, and probably, among others, fome of

Mr. Cunningham's letters), with the fecretaries of ftate is pre-

ferved in the paper-office. His difpatches have been coUedled
and arranged by Mr. Aftle, who very obligingly communicated
this information to the author of the critical and biographical

memoirs prefixed to the tranflation of the latin manufcript.

A queftion has, no doubt, been anticipated by the reader of

thefe memorials of Mr. Cunningham, whether he was not the

celebrated critic on Horace, and the author of the pofthumous
criticifms in an edition of Virgil publllhed by Hamilton and
Balfour of Edinburgh in 1742. On this queftion, which is, no
doubt, not a little interefting to philologlfls, but not perhaps fo

Interefting as it would have been 50 or 60 years ago, his editor

Dr. Thomfon has been at a world of pains, and exhaufted not a

little reading, enquiry, and probable conjefture. He beftows

perhaps more confideration on it than the importance of the

queftion deferves. It muft be owned, at the fame time, that

the circumftances tending to prove the identity of the critic

and the hiftorian, and thofe tending to prove their diverfity,

are fo many, and the evidence for and agalnft each fo nicely

balanced, that it becomes a queftion of infinite curiofity on this

account.



CUNNINGHAM. 443

account, and of importance too, as illuflrating the uncertainty

of both dired and circumftantial evidence. The hiftorian

Alexander Cunningham was born in Scotland in the time of

Cromwell's ufurpation ; was educated in Holland, where he

was intimately acquainted with many of the fcotch and engliOi

refugees at the Hague, and particularly with the earls of Argyle

and Sunderland : he enjoyed, in an eminent degree, the favour

and familiarity of the great : he travelled with the duke of

Argyle: he was diftinguifhed by his fkill in the game of chefs :

he was in politics a whig ; and he lived to extreme old age.

Now there is very ftrong evidence that all thefe circumftanccs

belong to the life, and point to Alexander Cunningham, the

editor and commentator of Horace. It would feem llrange in-

deed, if tvi'o Alexander Cunninghams, countrymen, contempo-

raries, fo dillinguifhed for erudition and the familiarity and fa-

vour of men of rank and power, and the fame men too, {hould

have flourilhed at the fame ?era, in modes of life, in places of

refidence, in peculiarities of characler, and other circumftances

fo nearly parallel. And yet, notwithftanding thcfe accumu-

lated coincidences, there are circumflances too of diverfity and

oppofition that feem incompatible with their identity ; and

therefore dotlor Thomfon, after all his enquiries concerning

the identity or the diverfity of the hillorian and the critic, on

that fubjeft remains fceptical ; and from thofe curious points

©f coincidence and oppofition draws the following pertinent in-

ference : " If the writings of our author have increafed the

ftores of hillory, the incidents of his life, by (hewing the uncer-

tainty of oral tradition, have illuftrated its importance."

He lived many years after his return fi'om Venice, which

he feems chiefly to have paiTed in a ftudious retirement. In

1735 ^^ ^-'^^ viiited in London by lord Hyndford, at the inftance

of his lordfiiip's father, to whom he had been tutor; when he

appeared to be very old. It is probable that he lived about two
years after ; for the body of an Alexander Cunningham Hes

interred in the vicar chancel of St. Martin's church, who died

in the 83d year of his age, on the 15th day of May 1737; and

who was probably the fame perfon.

His Hiftory of Great Britain, from the revolution in 1688
to the accellion of George I. was publiflied in tv/o vols. 4to. in

1787. It was written by Mr. Cunningham in latin, but was
tranflated into engliih by the rev. Dr. William Thomfon. The
original manufcript came into the pofleffion of the rev. Dr.
Holiingberry, archdeacon of Chichefter, fome of whofe relations

had been connected with the author. He communicated it to

the earl of Hardwicke, and to Dr. Douglas, now bifhop of Salif-

bury, both of whom recommended the publication. In a fhort

preface to the work, the archdeacon fays :
*' My firft defigrt

was
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\%-a3 to have produced it in the original ; but, knowing how-

few are fulHciently learned to underiland, and how many are

indifpofed to read two quarto volumes in latin, however intereft-

ing and entertaining the fubject may be, I altered my purpofe,

and intended to have fent it into the world in a tranflation. A
nervous fever depriving me of the power, defeated the fcherne."

Accordingly, he afterwards transferred the undertaicing to Dr.
Thomfon ; and, we are told by Dr. HoUingberry that this

gentleman " has e.xprelTed the fenfe of the author with fidelity."

'I'he work was undoubtedly well deferving of publication. It

contains the hiftory of a very interefling period, written by a

man who had a confiderable degree of authentic information,

and his book contains many curious particulars not to be found

in other hiitories. His charadlers are often drawn with judg-

ment and impartiaUty : at other times they are fomewhat tinc-

tured with prejudice. This is particularly the cafe with refpedl

to biihop Burnet, ngainfl whom he appears to have conceived a

flrong perfonal diflike. But he was manifeflly a very attentive

obferver of the tranfa<5lions of his own time ; his works abound
in juft political remarks ; and the fa61:s which he relates are ex-

hibited with great perfpicuity, and often with much animation.

Throughout his book he frequently interfperfes fome account

of the literature and of the moll eminent perfons of the age

concerning which he writes ; and he has alfo adorned his

work with many allufions to the claffics and to antient hiftory.

The compilers of the Encyclopaedia Britannica thus conclude

their article on this fubjedt : " Alexander Cunningham, the au-

thor of the Hiftory of Great Britain, has been fuppofed to be the

fame perfon with Alexander Cunningham who publiflied an edi-

tion of Horace at the Hague, in 2 vols. 8vo. 172 1, which is

highly efteemed. But, from the beft information we have beea

able to colled:, they were certainly different perfons ; though

they were both of the fame name, lived at the fame time, had

both been travelling tutors, were both faid to have been emi-

nent for their ficili at the game of chefs, and both lived to a

very advanced age. The editor of Horace is generally faid to

have died in Holland, where he taught both the civil and canon

laws, and where he had cailleded a very large library, which was

fold in that country.

CUNNINGHAM (John) was the fon of an eminent wine-

merchant in the city of Dubhn. His poetical genius dawned
before he was tv/elve years of age in feveral fugitive pieces pub-

lifhed by him anonymoufly in the Dublin papers, which boyifli

performances are yet honoured with the public efteem. About the

age of 1 7, he wrote his " Love in a mift," or " the Lafs of fpirit,"

to which Mr. Garrick was eminently indebted; the " Lying valet"

being borrowed from it : for as " Love in a mid" was hardly

known
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known beyond the purlieus of Dublin, the latter did not think

it worth his wliile to acknowledge whence he had taken his

plot. Several years of his life were paficd as an itinerant player

in England and Scotland, which lall place he quitted in 1763,
and retired to Newcaftle upon Tyne, a place which he had
quitted before with regret, and even to his laft hour he ufed
emphatically to call his " hoime -," according to his wifh tiiat,

as lie had lived, fo he might die among his friends in Northum-
berland. Nor was that with denied him. He expired Sep-
tember 1 8th, 1773, aged about 42 years.

CUPERUS (Gisbert), one of the mofl learned members
of the academy of belles lettres at Paris, was born at Ilemmeti
in the duchy of Gueldres, 1644; became profellbr of hiilory,

and alfo burgomafter at Daventer ; and died there in 1 7 1 6. His
works are: i. Obfervationes critics & chronologicx, 3 vols. 4to.

2. Apotheofis Homeri, 1683, 4to. 3. A hiilory of the three

Gordians. 4. A colleflion of letters, fome of which are fmal!

diflertations upon obfcure points of antiquity.

CURCELL/EUS (Steimien), an eminent and learned di-

vine, was born at Geneva in 1586, and died at Amfterdam in

1658. He was a minifter in France for many years, and after-

wards retired to Amfterdam, where he acquired a great repu-
tation among the followers of Arminius. He read Ie£lurcs in

divinity to thofe of his own party, and fucceeded Epifcopius in

the prcfeflbrflup. He wrote a great many pieces in the theo-

logical way, where he always follows the fentlments of Epifco-

pius, and very often does little more than abridge Jiim : ]\ow-

ever, he explains his notions in a clear and elegant manner.
He had great Ikill in the greek, as appears by his tranilation of
Comenius's book, intituled, *' Janua linguarum," into that lan-

guage. He applied himfelf particularly to a critical examina-
tion of the greek copies of the new Teftament ; of whicli he
gave a new edition with many various readings drawn from
different MSS. He prefixed a large difiertation to this edition,

in which he treats of various readings in general ; and remai-ks,

among other things, that it would be extremely well, if there

were no various readings in the books of the new Teflaraent,

but that it is undeniable there are numbers, and very antient

ones too
;
yet none, as he confefies, vv'hich afFe£l in the leaft

a fingle article of faith. Sandius has placed Curcellaeus in his
*' Bibliotheque of Antltrinltarians," a§ if he had been a fol-

lower of Socinus : but this all agree to have been done very
injurioufly, Le Clerc has defended him two or three times
againft fome little exceptions and cavils, particularly againft our
Stillingfleet ; and the reafon he gives for doing it is, not only
becaufe Curcellsus had truth and equity on his fide, but be-
caufe he was his great uncle, which made him look upon him-

felf
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felf as in duty bound. The }ife of Curcellasus^ as it was fet

forth In an oration by Polemburg his fucceirot in the ehair, is

prefixed to the folio edition of his works.

CURIO (CoeLius Secundus), of Piemont, born at San Chi-
rico, in 1503, of a noble family, cultivated philofophy, and made
feveral journies in Germany and Italy. Having abjured the

religion of Rome to embrace the dodlvines of Luther, he un-
derwent a varierj of perfecutions. He married in 1530, at

Milan, where he began to preach. Having fixed his abode neai'

Cafal, he one day heard a dominlcan declaiming loudly againfl

Luther, and charging him with criminal z€\:s arid heretical no-
tions, of which he was not guilty •, he afked permiflion to give

an anfwer to the outrageous preacher. This being granted :

" My father," faid he to the monk, " you have attributed to Lu-
ther a number of terrible declarations -, but where does he fay

them ? Can you point me out the book where he has delivered

fuch a do£lrine ?"—The monk replied that he could not imme-
diately (Lew him the pailage ; but that, if he would go with
him to Turin, he would point it out to him.—" And I," faid

Curio, " will ihcw you this m.omeirt that what you advance can-

not be true."—Then, pulling out of his pocket Luther's com-
mentary on the epiille to the Galatians, he refuted the domi-
nican with fo much flrength of argument, that the crowd fell

upon him, and it was with great difficulty that he efcaped out

of their hands. [Faber, hilloire ecclefiaftique]. The inquifi-

tion and the bifliop of Turin being informed of this quarrel.

Curio was arrcfled. But the bifnop, perceiving that he was
fupported by a confiderable party, went to Rome, to afk the

pope in what manner he fliould proceed. In the mean time.

Curio v/as carried in irons to a more private prifon, and kept

under a conltant guard. Notwithltanding thefe precautions,

he found means to efcape during the night. He fled to Salo

in the duchy of Milan, and from thence to Pavia ; where,
three years afterwards, he was obliged to take refuge at Venice,

becaufe the pope had threatened to excommunicate the fenate

of Pavia, if they did not put him under an arreft. From Venice
Curio V. ent fucceffively to Ferrara, to Lucca, to Laufanne in

Switzerland, where he was made principal of the college,

and laflly to Bale in 1547. Here he became profeflbr of elo-

quence and the belles lettres during a period of 22 years, that is

to fay, till his death, which happened in I569, at the age of 67.

There is a fuigular work by him, intituled : De amplitudine

beati regni Dei ; Bale, 1550, 8vo. It extends that kingdom to

the comprehenfion of a far greater number of eleft than the

generality of divines are apt to allow. He alfo wrote : i . Opuf-
cula ; Bale, 1544. 8vo. fcarce, and containing a diflertation on
Providence, another on the immortality of the foul, &c. 2. Let-

tersj
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tcrs ;, Bale, l553,8vo. 3. Calvlnus judaifans, 1595, 8vo. 4. To
him are attributed: Pafquillorum tomi duo, 1544, 2 parts in

1 vol. Svo. What has led the critics to think him the editor of

this colle6lion, is, that he is Indeed the author of the two edi-

tions of Palquillus extaticus, Svo. the one without date, the

other of Geneva, 1544. The fecond was reprinted with Paf-

quillus theologaller i Geneva, 1667, i2mo. Biting fatires,

which petulance on one fide, and the defire of fuppreffing them
on the other, have occafioned to be fought after. The book-

coUeftors add to thefe two volumes the works of a certain

German, named Pafquillus merus. This makes a third volume,

which has fcarcely any relation to the former, and both the one

and the other are of no great value.

CURL (Edmund), a bookfeller, rendered notorious by Mr.
Pope in his Dunciad. He was born in the weft of England,

and after palTmg through feveral menial capacities arrived at

the degree of a bocJcfeller's man. He afterwards kept a ftall,

and then took a fhop in the purlieus of Covent Garden. His

tranfa6lions in the way of his trade are well known to the pub-
lic by the notes fubjoined to that poem ; to which it may be
added, that he was generally held to be of an immoral charac-

ter J and was highly injurious to the literary world, by filling his

tranfiations with wretched notes, forged letters, and bad pic-

tures, by which practice he greatly advanced the price of books.

Burnet's Archoeologia is a proof of this. He lolihis ears for pub-
lllhiiig the " Nun in her Smock," and another paltry perform-

ance. He died in 1748.

CUROPALATE (John), fo called from his being an officer

of the houHiold to the emperor of that name. He is a greek

author, who compofed a hiftory from the end of the empire of

^.lichael Curopalate, where Theophanes ended his, to the be-

ginning of the reign of Alexius Comnenes emperor of the

Greeks; that is, from the year 813 to io8r. George Cedre-
nus was a grecian monk, that lived towards the middle of the

eleventh century. He has made an abridgment of hiftory

from the beginning of the world, to the reign of Ifaac Com-
nenes, who in the year 1057 fucceeded to Michael VI. em-
peror of Conftantinople. This Cedrenus was a great plagiary,

having robbed John Curopalate of almoft all that he fays after

the death of Alichael I. to the reign of Ifaac Comnenes. It

was then cuftomary among the Greeks to rifle the dead ; and
this ill example extended alfo to letters. Eufebius made bold

with Afrlcanus. George Syncellus, a monk of Conftantinople,

who lived in the eighth century, likewife pillaged him in his

turn, and moreover criticifed upon him moft unmercifully.

After him, comes George Theophanes, a man in other refpe(Sls

good enough, but he could not forbear treading in the paths of

others

;
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othefs ; and enrlclilng himfelf 'tt^Ith the fpoils of fuch as had
gone before him.
CURTIUS (QuiNTus), a latin hiilorian, who has written

the a£lions of Alexander the Gfeat in ten books : the two firft

of which are indeed not extant, but yet are fo excellently fup-

plied by Freinfhemius, that we hardly know how to deplore

the lofs of them. Where this author was born, nobody pre-

tends to kiiow ; and even when he lived, is {till a difpute among
the learned, and never likely to be fettled. Some have fancied

from the ftyle of his hillory, for it is finely and elegantly writ-

ten, that he muft have lived in or near the auguftan age ; but
there are no explicit teftimonies to confirm this opinion ; and
a judgement formed upon the fingle circumflance of ftyle will

always be found precarious. Others place him in the reign of

Vefpafian, and others have brought him down fo low as to

Trajan's : but this is all conjecture, and muft needs be fo, no-
body having mentioned his hiftory, as far as is yet known, be-»

fore the xvth century. This extraordinary circumftance has
made fome imagine, that the name of Quintus Curtius was
forged by an italian wit, who compofed that hiftory, or romance
as it has been called, about 300 years ago ; but it is hard to

conceive, that a man who was fo good a latin writer, and who
had written a book that was able to immortalize his name if

he had made himfelf known, fliould have been willing to fa-

crifice his glory to that of an imaginary Q_uintus Curtius, who
could not enjoy it.

Cardinal du Perron was fo great an admirer of this hiftorlan,

that he declared one page of him to be worth thirty of Tacitus*

This extravagant admiration however (for fuch we may juftly

call it) may be fomewhat abated by a view of what Le Clerc has

written about this author, at the end of his book upon the art

of criticifm ; in which are manifeftly fhewn feveral great faults

in him, ignorance of aftronomy and geography, contradi6tions,

erroneous defcriptions^ ill tafte in the choice of matter, care-

leffnefs in dating the events. Sec ; though, perhaps, as Bayle

lightly obferves, the greateft part of thofe faults might be found

in moft antient hiftoriaiis, if one would take the pains, or had

the opportunity, to criticife them feverely. He has neverthe-

lefs many qualities as a writer, which will always make him ad-

mired and applauded ; and notwithftanding the cenfures o£

fome critics, this hiftorian deferves to be commended for his

Cncerity ; for he fpeaks the good and the bad of his hero, with-

out the leaft prepoffefTion of his merit. If any fault is to be

found with his hiftory, it is for being too highly poliflied. Ne-
verthelefs, he excclls in a pleafant and natural way of defcrib-

ing the manners of men.
There is a fingular anecdote, relating to this hiftorian, pre-

ferved
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fcrved of Alphonfo king of Naples, which we will juft mention.

This prince lubouring under an indifpofitiou at . apua from
which none of his phyficians could relieve him, every one Itrove

to bring him fuch things as they thought Vv'ould divert him bed.

Antonius Panormita made choice of books, and among the rell

the hiHory of Alexander by Quintus Curtius. To this the

prince lillened very attentively, and was (o extremely pleated

witii it, that he almoll entirely recovered the very firit day it

was read to him. Upon which occafion he could not help

raillying his phyficians, and telling them, that whatever they

might think of their Hippocrates and their Avicenna, Quintus
Curtius was worth a thoufand of them.

CUSA (Nicholas de), a cardinal, fo called from Cufa, the

place of his birth. His parents were mean and poor; and it

was his own perfonal merit which raifed him to the height of
dignity he afterwards attained. He was a man of extraordinary

parts and learning, particularly famous for his vaft knowledge
in law and divinity, and withal a great natural philofopher and
geometrician. Nicholas V. made him a cardinal by the title of
St. Peter ad vincula, in 1448 ; and, two years after, bifhop of
,Brixia. In 1451, he was fent legate into Ciermany to preach-

the crufade, r!.at-is, to found the trumpet to an holy war; but
not fucceeding in this attempt, he took the opportunity of re-

forming fome monafceries which he vifited, and of ellablifliing

fome new rules relating to ecclehaflical difcipline He returned

to Rome under Calixtus HI. and afterwards was made governor
of it by Pius II. during his abfence at Mantua; where he was
chief concerter and manager of the war againO: the Turks. He
died at Todi, a city of Umbria, in 1464, aged 63 years. His
body was interred at Rome; but iiis heart, it is faid, was car-

ried to a church belonging to the hofpital of St. Nicholas, which
he had founded near Cufa, and where he ere£led a moil noble

and ample library of greek and latin authors. He left many ex-

cellent works behind him, which were collected and printed in

three volumes at Bafil in 1565. The firll volume contains all

his metaphyfical tvatls, in which he is very abftrufe and pro-

found : the fecond, his controverfial pieces, and others which
relate to the difcipline of the church: the third, his mathemati-

cal, geographical, and aftronomical works. It is faid of Cufa,

that before he was made a cardinal, he had taken the freedom to

reprehend fome errors and mifdemeanors in the pope ; and there

are fome in (lance's in his works, where he has made no fcruple

to detecl and expofe the lying fophiftries and falfe traditions

of his church. For inllance, in his piece intituled "Catholic
Concord," he has acknowledged the vanity and groundlefihefs

of that famous donation of Conllantine the Great to Sylvefter

bifliop of Rome ; which only (hews, however, how parelefs

Vol. IV. G g churchmen
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churchmen are of fupportlng their pretenfions by reafon, when
they find themfelves able to carry them by power. We muft

not forget to take notice of one performance of Cufa's, and that

is, his " Cribratio Alcorani." The Turks had taken Conftan-

tinople in 1453 ; which feems to have given occafion to his writ-

ing this book ; by way of antidote, as he pxopofed it, to the

doftrines of the Koran, which were now in fo fair a way of

being fpread through the weflern parts of the v/orld. For it

appears by the dedication, that it was not written till after the

lofs of that city : being infcribed to Pius II. who did not enter

on the papacy till the Turks had been about three years in pof-

feflion of it. It is a very learned and judicious performance."

CUSPINIAN (John), a German, M^as born at Sweinfurt in

J473 ; and died at Vienna in 1529. He was firft phyfician to

the emperor Maximilian I. and employed by that prince in fe-

veral delicate negotiations. We have of his in latin, i. A hif-

tory of the roman emperors from Julius Csefar to the death of

Maximilian I. Degory Wheare, in his " Methodus legendse hif-

toriae," calls this " luculentum fane opus, & omnium le6lione

digniffimum." 2. A hillory of Auftria ; being a kind of conti-

nuation of the preceding. 3. A hiflory of the origin of the

Turks, and of their cruelties tov.^ards chriftians. ^ Gerard Vof-

fius calls Cufpinian " magnum fuosevo hiftoria: lumen.'''

CUTHBERT (St.). He was born fomewhere in the north

of England, in the beginning of the vith century, and edu-

cated under the fcottilh monks in the famous abbey of Ilgii,

fince called I'colmhill ; celebrated for having been the feat of

learning for britifh and irifli monks in that age. The fcottifh

and irifli monks were in that age ftimulatcd by the fervency of

pious zeal to convert the pagan Saxons to the chriftian religion,

and for that purpofe Cuthbert with fome others fettled in the

ifland of Lindisferna, in the german ocean about four miles

from Berwick. Egfred king of Northumberland invited Cuth-

bert to his court, wjiere he converted and baptized many of his

nobles, and acquired fuch reputation, that he received epifco-

pal ordination at York, as biihop of the northumbri'an Saxons.

But his love of folitude induced him to return to Lindisferna,

fince called Holy-ifland, where he founded a monafiiery, the re-

mains of which arc yet to be feen. There he lived to a great

age, and died 686, leaving behind him a great number of dif-

ciples. Whatever may be faid of thofe zealous monkifh faints

who lived from the fifth to the eighth century, it is certain they

were better men than their fucceflbrs have reprefented them.

They never pretended to work miracles, but the latter monks
have made them perform many even after their deaths. There
can remain little doubt but Cuthbert was interred in Holy-

ifland where he refigned his breath j but the monks, ever fertile

at
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at invention, have told us many ridiculous ftories concerning

him. They fay that he was firft buried at Norham in Nor-
thumberland ; but not rehfliing the damp fituation,he appeared

in perfon to his monks, and defired them to carry his bones to

Mclrofe, about twenty miles farther up the Tweed. His re-

queft was complied with ; but Melrofe not being agreeable to

him, he again appeared to his monks, and dehred them to put

iiim into a ftone boat and fail with him down the Tweed to

Tilmouth, where he relied fome years. The llonc boat was
left with a farmer, who made it a tub for pickling beef in, which
enraged St. Cuthbert fo much that he came in the night-time

and broke it in pieces. The monks were now almoft tired with

carrying the faint fo often on their fhoulders : but, as ill luck

would have it, they were obliged to travel with him once more,

and relied at Chelter : but that place not being agreeable, they

carried him to Durham ; where his bones relied in peace till the

time of the reformation, when the wife of Dr. Whittingham,

then dean of that church and one of thetrahflators of the pfalms

afcribed to Sternhold and Hopkins, ordered them to be taken up
and thrown upon a dunghill.

CUTTS (John lord), a foldier of great enterprife and bravery

in king William's wars, was fon of Richard Cutts, efq. of

Matching in Eflex ; where the family was fett^d about the time

of Henry VI. and had a great eftate. He entered early into

the fervice of the duke • of Monmouth, was aid-de-camp to the

duke of Lorrain in Hungary, and fignalized himfelf in a very

extraordinary manner at the taking of Buda by tlie Imperialifts

in 1686; which important place had been for near a century

and a half in the hands of the Turks. Mr. Addifon, in an ele-

gant latin poem, plainly hints at Mr. Cutts's diftinguiftied

bravery at that fiege. Returning to England at the revolution,

he had a regiment of foot ; was created baron of Gowran in

Ireland, Dec. 6, 1690 ; appointed governor of the ifle of Wight,
April 14, 1693; was made a major-general; and, when the

airaffmation project was difcovered, 1696, was captain of the

king's guard. In 1698 he was complimented by Mr. John Hop-
kins, as one to whom ** a double crown was due as a hero and

a poet." And in 1699 his lordlhip is thus intrpducfd in i^ com*
pliment to king William on his coaquefts

:

The warlike Cutts the welcome tidings brings,

The true beft fervant of the heft of kings ;

Cutts, whofe known worth no herald needs proclaim s

His wounds and his qwo worth can fpcak his fame.

He was colonel of the Coldftream, or fecond regiment of

guards, in 1701 i when Mr. Steele, who was indebted to his

intereft for a military commiffion, infcribed to him his firft work,

Q^Z " Th«
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•' The chriftlan Hero." On the acceflion of queen Anne, he

was made a lieutenant-general of the forces in Holland ; com-
mander in chief of the forces in Ireland, under the duke of Or-

mond, March 23, 1705 ; and afterwards one of the lords juf-

tices of that kingdom, to keep him out of the way of aftion, a

circumftance which broke his heart. He died at Dublin, Jan.

26, 1707, and is buried there in the cathedral of Chrift church.

He wrote a poem on the death of queen Mary ; and publiflied,

in 1687, " Poetical exercifes, written upon feveral occafions,

and dedicated to her royal highnefs Mary princefs of Orange ;

licenfed March 23, 1687, Roger L'Eftrange." It contains, be-

fides the dedication figned J. Cutts, verfes to that princefs ; a

poem on Wifdom, another to Mr. Waller on hir. commending
it ; feven more copies of verfes (one of them called " La Mufe
Cavalier," which had been afcribed to lord Peterborough, and ,

as fuch mentioned by Mr. Walpole in the lift of that nobleman's

writings) and 11 fongs •, the whole compofing but a very thin

volume ; which is by no means fo fcarce as Mr. Walpole fup-

pofes it to be. The author fpeaks of having more pieces by him.

A fpecimen of his poetry (of which the five firft lines are quoted

by Steele in his fifth Tatler) is added below [n].

CYGNE (Martin Du), profeflbr of eloquence of thefociety

of jefuits ; born at St. Omer, in 161 9, died in 1669. He was
an excellent fcholar. His publications are : i. Explanatio Rhe-
toricse ; much ufed for its perfpicuity and method. 2. Ars me-
trica & ars poetica ; Louvain, 1655. 3. Ars hiftorica; St.

Omer, 1669. 4. Fons eloquentiae, five M. T. Ciceronis ora-

tiones ; Liege, 1675, 4 vols. i2mo. the laft of which com-
prizes an excellent analyfis of the difcourfes of the roman orator.

5. Comcedioe xii. cum Plautina tum Terentiana, concinnatje

;

Liege 1679, 2 vols. i2mo. well adapted for reprefentation on
a college-ftage.

CYNEAS, originally of Theflaly, difciple of Demofthenes
and minifter of Pyrrhus, was equally celebrated as a philofopher

and as an orator. Pyrrhus faid of him, " that he had taken

more towns by his eloquence, than he had by his arms." This
prince fent him to Rome to folicit a peace. It was nearly

- granted him, when Appius Claudius and Fabricius, who were
not to be moved by the flowers of rhetoric, influenced the

fenate to adopt other fentiments. Cyneas being returned to the

camp of Pyrrhus, delcribed Rome to him as a temple, the fe-

nate as an afl"embly of kings, and the roman people as a hydra,

[n] Only tell her that I love, Why, oh, why fhould I defpair?

Leave the reit to her and fate
; Mercy's piftur'd in her eye :

Some kind planet rrom above • If fhe once vouchfafe to hear.
May perhaps her pity move; Welcome hope, and welcome fear.

Lovers ©n their ftars muft wait j She's too good to let me die
;

Only tell her that I love. Why, ch, why fliould I defpair ?

who

i
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who recruited its vigour as often as it was defeated. Pliny cites

tlie memory of Cyneas as a prodigy. The day after his arrival

at Rome, he faluted all the fenators and knights by their feveral

names. It was Cyneas M'ho abridged the book of ^neas the

tadl:ician, on the defence of places. Cafaubon publilhed this

abridgment with a latin verfion, in the Paris edition of Poly-

bius, 1609, folio. M. de Beaiifobre tranflated it into french,

with comments, i']S7i 4^0-

CYPRIANI, or Cipriani^ a famous Italian painter, fettled

in England, and died at London in 1785 ; enjoyed a great repu-

tation in this illand. Though his compolitions were in general

not very extenfive, the great variety of his defigns, the exprelhon

of his figures, the delicacy of his heads, and the exquifite neat-

nefs of his contours, caufed him to be regarded as a very capital

mailer. His numerous productions, fpread over all Europe,

by the graver of Bartolozzi, breathe grace and beauiy. Cypri-

ani contributed much to the propagation of a talle for the fine

arts in England. His virtues in private life refleded honour on
his talents -, and his friends were not fewer than his difciples.

He left a fon who inherited his genius, as well as a great num-
ber of fketches and drawings of various kinds.

CYPRIANUS (Thascius Cscilius), a principal father of

the chriilian church, was born at Carthage in Africa, about the

beginning of the third century. We know nothing more of his

parents, than that they were heathens ; and he himfelf continued

fuch till the lad 12 years of his life. He applied himfelf early

to the ftudy of oratory ; andfome of the ancients, Laiftantius in

particular, informs us, that he taught rhetoric at Carthage with

the higheft: applaufe. Tertullian was his mafter ; and Cyprian

was fo fond of reading him, that, as St. Jerome tells us, there ne-

ver went a day, but he ufed to fay to his amanuenfis, " Da magif-

trum," Give me my mafter. However, Cyprian far excelled

Tertullian as a writer. Tertullian's ftyle was exceedingly harlh

and crabbed. Cyprian's, on the contrary, clear and intelligible.

It is certain in the mean time, that the eloquence of both Ter-

tullian and Cyprian was figurative, high-flown, and declama-

tory ; which makes very trite and common things pafs upon us

at firfh for things of unufual importance. But it was the elo-

-quence of the times, and perhaps of the climate ; for the Afri-

cans feem to have pofleffed more of this warmth of imagination,

and to have dealt more in this falfe fort of oratory, which is the

refult of it, than any nation whatever. It was in the year 246 that

Cyprian was prevailed on to embrace chriftlanlty, at Carthage, by

one Csecilius, a prieft of that church, whofe name Cyprian after-

wards took; and between whom there ever after fubfilled fo clofe

a friendflilp, thatjCjecilius at his death committed to Cyprian the

care of his family. Cyprian was alfo a married man himfelfj but as

G g 3 foon
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foon as he became a chriftlan, he refolved upon a ftateof con*>

tinence, which was tliought a high degree of piety, as being yet

not become general. This we learn, with many other parti-

culars, from his deacon Pontius, who has left us memoirs of

his life, which are prefixed to his works. It was now incum-
bent upon him to give the ufual proof of thefinserity of hiscon-

verfion ; and that was, by writing againft paganifm, and in de-

fence of chriflianity. With this view he compofed his piecCj

" Dc gratia Dei, or, concerning the grace of God," which he
addrefled to Donatus. It is a work of the fame nature with the

Apologetic of Tertullian, and the 0£lavius of Minutius Felix ;

and it is remarkable, that Cyprian has not only infilled upon the

fame arguments with thofe writers, but frequently tranfcribed

their words, thofe of Minutius Felix efpecially. In 247, the

year after his converfion, he compofed another piece upon the

fubjed, intituled, " De idolorum vanitate, or, upon the vanity

of idols j" in which he has taken the fame liberties with Tertul-

Man and Minutius Felix. His Oxford editor, bifliop Fell, en-

deavours to excufe him from the charge of plagiarifm upon this

occafion ; becaufe, fays he, having the fame points to treat as

all the apologifts had before, namely the truth and excellency of

chriflianity, and the falfehood and vanity of heathenifm, he

could not well avoid making ufe of the fame topics.

Cyprian's behaviour, both before and after his baptifm, wa«
{0 highly pleafing to the bifhop of Carthage, that he ordained

him prieft a few months after. It was rather irregular to ordain

a man thus in his very noviciate : But Cyprian was fo extraor-

dinary a perfon, and thought capable of doing fucVi fingular fer-

vice to the church, that it might feem allowable in his cafe to

difpenfe a little with the form and difcipline of it. For befides

his known talents as a fecular man, he had acquired a high re-

putation of fanctity fince his converfion ; having not only fepa-

rated himfelf from his wife, as we have obfen'ed before, which
in thofe days was thought an extraordinary aft of piety, but alfo

configned over all his goods to the poor, and given himfelf up
intirely to the things of God. It was on this JK:count, no doubt,

too, that when the bifhop of Carthage died the year after, that

is, in 248, none was judged fo proper to fucceed him as Cy-
prian. Cyprian himfelf, as Pontius tells us, was extremely

againft it, and kept out of the way on purpofe to avoid being

chofeivj but the people infifted upon it, and he was forced to

comply. The quiet and repofe which the chrxilians had enjoyed

for the laft 40 years had, it feems, greatly corrupted their man-
ners •, and therefore Cyprian's firft care, after his advancement
to the biihopric, was to correal diforders and reform abufe.s.

Luxury was prevalent among them ; and many of their women
were not fo ftrift as they (hould be, efpecially in the article of

drefs.
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tirefs. This occafioncd him to draxv up his piece, " De liabltu

virginum, or, concerning the drefs of young women ;" in which,

belides what he fays on that particular head, he inculcates many
lefTons of modelly and fobriety.

In 249, tlie emperor Decius began to iiTiie out very fevere

editls againrt the chriftlans, which particularly afiecled thofe

upon the coafts of Africa; and in the beginning of 250, the

heathens, in the circus and amphitheatre at Carthage, loudly

infilled upon Cyprian's being thrown to the liOns : a common
method, as is well known, of deflroying the primitive chriilians.

Cyprian upon this withdrew from his church at Carthage, and

fled into retirement, to avoid the fury of the perfecution ; v,hich

ftep, how judifiable foever in itfelf, gave great fcandal, and.

fcems to have been confidered by the clergy of Rome, in a pub-

lic letter written upon the fubjeo:l of it to the clergy of Carthage,

as a defertion of his poll and paftoral duty. It is no wonder
therefore to find Cyprian himfelf, as well as his apologifl, Pon-
tius, the writer of his life, fo folicitous to excufe it ; which they

both endeavour to do by affirming, in the true fpirit of the times,

that " he was commanded to retire by a fpecial revelation from
heaven ; and that his flight was not th& effe£l of any other fear

but that of offending God."' It is remarkable, that his father

was a great pretender to vifions. For inftancc, in a letter to

Cxcilius, he declares, " that he had received a divine admoni-
tion, to mix water with wine in the facrament of the eucharift,

in order to render it effectual." In another to the clergy, con-
cerning certain prieflis, who had reflored fome lapfed chriftians

too haflily to the communion of the church, he threatens them
to execute " what he was ordered to do againft them, in a vi-

fion, if they did not defiit." He makes the fame threat to one
Pupianus, who had fpoken 111 of him, and withdrawn himfelf

from his communion. In a letter likewlfe to the clergy and the

people, he tells them, " how he had been admonifhed and di-

recled by God to ordain one Numldicus a prieft." Dodwell, In

his " Differtationes Cyprianicje,' has made a large colleiSlIon of
thefe vifions of Cyprian, which he treats with great reverence ;

nay, he goes fo far as to pronounce all thofe to be atheifts, who
fliall prefume to queftlon the truth of them. Dodwell was cer-

tainly a very learned man, but he was alfo a very weak and cre-

dulous man. Many believe the exiftence of a God, and the
truth of the chriftlan religion too, who have no great faith in

the vifions of Cyprian ; who have, we may fay, no faith at all

hi them, but take them to have been, what they certainly were,
either the delufions of a dlftempered im-agination, or, as Is more
probable, fi^lions of his own, contrived for fueh purpofes as h«
thought fufBcient to juftify the fraud.

As foon as Cyprian had withdrawn himfelf, he was profcribed

G g 4 by
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by name, and his goods confifcated. He lay concealed, but

not inactive ; for he continued to write from time to time to

the clergy and to the laity fucli letters, as their unhappy fitua-

tion and occafions required. He exhorted the clergy to take

care of the difcipline of the church, of the poor, and efpecially

of tliofe who fufl'cred f; r the gofpel ; and he gave them particu-

lar dire£]:ions upon each of thcfe heads. He exhorted the peo-

ple to be of j:^ood courage, to (land fafl. in the faith, and to pcr-

fevere agaiiiil all the terrors of perfecution even unto dLath •,

afi'uring them in the words of the apoftle, that the prefent
•' airh<5:ions, which v/ere but for a moment, would work for

them a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." When
the perfecution was over, as it was in 25 i or 252, Cyprian re-

turned to Carthage, and appeared again at the head of his clergy.

He had now much bufmels upon his hands, which was occa-

fioned in his abfence, partly by the perfecution, and the difor-

ders attending it, and partly by divifions which had arifen among
the chriftia-.s. The firft thing that prefented itfelf was the cafe

of the lapfcd, or thofe unhappy members of the church who
had not been able to itand the fiery rrial of perfecution, but had

been drawn by the terrors of it 10 renounce Chrift, and facri-

fice to idols ; and for the fettling of thi.% he immediately called

u council at Carthage. The year after, lie called another coun-

cil, to fit upon the baptlfni of infants; and, in 255, a third, to

debate concerning baptilm received from heretics, which was

there determined to be void and of no elTe^l. All thefe points

liad produced great difputes and diflurbances ; and as to the

laft, namely, heretical baptifm, it was fo far from being fixed

at Carthage to the fatiafac^ion cf the churcli, that Stephen tlie

bilhop of Kome, and a great part of the chriftian world, after-

wards oppofed it with the utmoil violence.

1 liefe diviiions and tumults among the chrlflians raifed a

fecond perfecution againil them, in 257, under the emperor

Valerian, btephen, bilhop of Rome, was put to death, and

Cyprian fummoned to appear before Afpafius, the proconful of

Afviba ; by whom, after he had confefled himfelf a chriftian,

and refufed to facrifice to idols, he was condemned to be ba-

nilhed. He v/as fent to Curebes, a maritime town ofZeugita-

nia j and here Pontius pretends he had another vifion, admo-

nifhing him of his death, which was to happen the year after.

"When he had continued in this .defert, for fuch it was, 1

1

months, and without having fuffered a forfeiture of his goods,

Galerius Maxim us, a new proconful, who had fucceeded Afpa-

fius, recalled him from his exile, and ordered him publicly to

appear at Cavthage, Neverthelefs, Galerius being retired to

Utica, and- Cyprian having intimation that he was to be carried

thither, the latter abfconded, and, when foldiers v/ere fent to

apprehend
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.

apprehend him, was not to be found. Cypvlan eTccufcs thi<»

conduct in a letter, by faying, that " it was not the fear of
<leath, which made him conceal himfelf, but that he thought it

became a bifhop to die upon the fpot, and in fight of that flock

over which he prefided." Accordingly, when the proconful re-

turned to Carthage, Cyprian came forth, and prefented hi-infelf

to the guards, who were commiffioned and ready to feize him.
He was carried to the proconful, who ordered him to be brought
again on the morrow. Cyprian being introduced, the procon-
ful put fcveral queilions to him, which he replying to with un-
changeable fortitude, the former pronounced upon him the
fentence of death ; to which the martyr anfwered, " God be
praifed !" He was then led away to the place of execution., where
he fullered with great firmncfs and conftancy ; after he had beeii

bifiiop of Carthage lo years, and a chridian not more than 12-
He di:jd Sept. 14, 258.

The works of this father and confefibr have been often printed.
The firft edition of any note was that of Rigaitius, printed at
Paris in 1648 ; afterwards in i666, with very great additions.

This edition of Rigaitius was confiderably improved by Fell,

bifliop of Oxford ; at which place it was handfomely printed in
i682»'with the " Annales Cyprianlci" of bifhop Pearfon pre-
fixed. Fell's edition was reprinted at Amfterdam in 1700;
after which a Benedictine monk publiihed another edition of
this father at Paris in 1727. The works of Cyprian have been
tranilated into englilli by i)r. Marfhal ; for this reafon chiefly,

that of all the fathers none are capable of being made fuch
good ufe of, in fupgorting the dodtrineS and difciplinc of our
churcli, as he.

CYRANO (Bergerac), a french author of a fuigular cha-
racter, was born in Gafcony about 1620. His father, who was
a gentleman, placed him at firlh under a prielt in the neigh-
bourhood ; but making little progrefs under fuch a mafter, he
was fent to Paris, and there becam.e a cadet in the regiment of
guards, as a fort of apprenticeiliip in the art miUtary. He
was but J9 years of age when he entered this company; and
here his natural courage, and readinefs to ferve his friends, foon
made him known by the frequent duels he was engaged in in
the quality of a fecond. The courage he fliewed upon thefe
occafions, and fome other defperate adlions in which he diftin-

guiOied himfelf, got him the name of the Intrepid, which he
retained to the end of his life. He was fliot through the body
at the fiege of Mouzon, a:nd run through the neck at the fiege

of Arras, in 1640. The hardfliips he fuffered at thefe two
fieges, the little hopes he had of preferment, and in fhort, his
attachment to letters, made him renounce th;; trade of war and
apply himfelf altogether to the e.xercife of v/it. He had indeed
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never negle<^ed literature, but had often withdrawn himfelf,

amidft the diiFipations-of a foldier's life, to read and to write.

He compofed many works, in which he Ihc.ved great fire and a

lively imagination. Marftial Gafuon, who loved men of wit and
courage, becaufe he had both the one and the other himfelf,

would have Cyrano with him -, but he, being paflionately fond

of liberty, looked upon this advantage as a conftraint that

would never agree with him, and therefore rcfufed it. Never-

thelefs at length, to comply with his friends, who preffed him to

procure a patron at court, he overcame this great pafllon for

liberty, and placed himfelf with the duke of Arpajon in 1653.

To this duke he dedicated his works the fame year, for he had
publifhed none before •, and they confifted of fome letters writ-

ten in his youth, with a tragedy, on the death of Agrippina,

widow of Germanicus. He afterwards printed a comedy, called

** The Pedant :" but his other works were not printed till after

his death. His " Comic hiltory of the dates and empires of

the moon" was printed in 1656. His *' Comic hiftory of the

Hates and empires of the fun," feveral letters and dialogues, and

a fragment of phyfics, were all collected and publiflied after-^

wards in a volume. His comic hiftories and fragments fhew,

that he was well acquainted with des Cartes's philofophy. He
died in 1655, aged only 35 years: and his death was occafioned

by a blow upon his head, which he unluckily received from
the fall of a piece of wood a few months before.

The carl of Orrery, in his " Remarks on the life and writ-

ings of Swifc," has taken occafion to fpeak of him in the fol-

lowing manner : " Cyrano de Bergerac is a french author of

a fmgular chara£ler, who had a very peculiar turn of wit arid

humour, in many refpefts refembling that of Swift. He wanted
the advantages of learning and a regular education : his imagi-

nation was lefs guarded and corre£t, but more agreeably extra-

vagant. He has introduced into his philofophical romance the

fyftem of des Cartes, which was then much admired, inter-

mixed with feveral fine ftrokes of jull fatire on the wild

and immechanical enquiries of the philofophers and aftro-

nomers of that age : and in many parts he has evidently

diredled the plan which the dean of St. Patrick's has pur-

fued."

CYRILL, of Jerufalem, was ordained a priell of that church

by Maximus bifliop of Jerufalem ; and after Maximus's death,

which happened about 350, became his fucceflbr in that fee,

through the intereft of Acacius biihop of Cxfarea, and the bi-

Ihops of his party. This made the orthodoxy of Cyrill highly

lufpefted, becaufe Acacius was an Arian ; and St. Jerome abufes

Cyrill, as if he was one too : but Theodoret aflures us, that he

was not. Be that as it will, his connexions with Acacius were
prefently
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fiTcfcntly broken by a violent contefl:, which arofe between them
about the prerogatives of their rfcfpe£live fees. The council

of Nice had decreed to the bifliop of Jerufalem the honour of

precedency amongft the bifliops of his province, without con-

cerning himfelf at all with the right of the church of Cxfarea,

which was metropolitan to that of Jerufalem. This made
Maximus, and after him Cyrill, who were biiliops of Jerufalem,

to infill upon certain rights about confecrating bifhops, and af-

fembling councils, which Acacius confidcred as an encroach-

ment upon the jurifdidions of his province. Hence a quar-

rel enfued, and Acacius calling a fynod, contrived to have

Cyrill depofed, under the pretence of a very great fin he had

committed in the time of a late famine, by expofing to fale the

treafurcs of the church, and applying the money to the fupport

of the poor. This, however, might polhbly have been pafled

over, as an offence at leaft of a pardonable nature, but for one

circumftance rhat ynluckily attended it -, which was, that

amongft thefe treafures that were fold there was a rich em-
broidered robe, which had been prcfented to the church by Con-
(tantine the Great •, and this fame robe was afterwards feen to

have been worn by a common aclrefs upon the ftage : which as

foon as it was known, made the ears of all good people to tin-

gle, as a moft horrible profanation of that facred veftment.

Cyrill in the mean time, encouraged by the emperor Confian-

tius himfelf, appealed from the fentence of depofition, which
Acacius and his council had pafled upon him, to the higher

tribunal of a more numerous council : neverthelefs he was

obliged to retire to Tarfus, where he was kindly received by

Sylvanus the bilhop of that place, and fuflered to celebrate the

holy mvfteries, and to preach in his diocefe. In 359 he ap-

peared at the council of Seleucia, where he was treated as a

lawful biftiop, and had the rank of precedency given him by fe-

veral bifhops, though Acacius did all he could to hinder it

:

which provoked Acacius to depofe him a fecond time. Under
Julian he was reftored to his fee of Jerufalem, and is faid to

have ridiculed very highly the attempts that were made in that

reign to rebuild the temple. Laftly, under Theodofius, we find

him firmly eftablillied in his old honours and dignities, in which
he continued uumolefled to the time of his death, which hap-

pened in 836.

The remains of this father are not voluminous ; but confifc

only of 23 catechefes, and a fmgle letter. The letter is indeed a

remarkable one, as well for its being written to Conftantius, as

for the fubje£l: it is written upon : for it gives a wonderful ac-

count of the fign of the crofs, which appeared in tlie heavens at:

Jerufalem, in the reign of this emperor-

CYRILL, of Alexandria, fucceeded his uncle Theophilus in

iha,
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the blfliopric of that place, in 412. The bifliops of Aleianclri*

had long acquired great authority and power in that city, and
ufually exercifed their jurifdiclion very rigoroully. Cyrill was
not of a temper to fuffer any power to be diminiflied or to

relax in his hands *, but on the contrary, as we (hall fee, took

every opportunity to confirm and increafe it. He was no fooner

advanced to this fee, than he drove the Novatians out of the

city ; and, as Dupin fays, dripped Theopemptus their bifnop of

every thing he had. In 415 the. jews committed fome infult

or other upon the chriftians of Alexandria which fo inflamed

the holy zeal of Cyrill, that he put himfelf at the head of his

people, demolifhed the fynagogues of the jews, drove them all

out of the city, and fuffered the chriftians to pillage their ef-

fe£ls. This mihtary adventure of Cyrill however highly dif-

pleafed Oreftes, the governor of the town ; who began to be

I'enfible, that thebilhop's authority was grown very potent, and,

if not timely fupprefled, might poffibly l3e found too ftrong for

that of the magiftrate. Upon which a kind of war broke out

between Oreftes and the bilhop, and each had his party. The
inhabitants were then inclined to be feditious ; many tumults

were raifed, and fome battles fought in the very ftreets of

Alexandria. One day, when Oreftes was abroad in an open
chariot, he found himfelf inftantly furrounded with about 500
monks, v.'ho had left their monafteries to revenge the quarrel

of their bilhop. They purfued him fiercely, wounded him with

ftones, and had certainly killed him, if the people had not re-

ftraincd their fury till his guards got up to his relief. Ammo-
nius, one of thefe monks, was afterwards feized by the order of

Oreftes, and, being put upon the rack, died under the opera-

tion. Cyrill however, to make him amends, had him immedi-
ately canonized, and took every public opportunity of com-
mending his zeal and conftancy. About the fame time there

was at Alexandria a heathen philofophefs, named Hypatia,

whofe fame and chara£ler were every where fo celebrated, that

people came from all parts to fee and to confult her. Oreftes

faw her often, which made the chriftians Imagine, that it was
(he who infpired the governor vv^ith fuch an averfion to their

bifliop. This fufpicion wrought fo ftrongly upon fome of their

zealots, that on a certain day they feized upon Hypatia, as (he

was returning home, dragged her violently through the ftreets,

and caufed the mob to tear her limb from limb. Damafcius,

who wrote the life of Ifidore the philofopher, charges Cyrill

himfelf with being the contriver of this horrid murder.

But what affords the moft memorable inftance of Cyrill's fiery

zeal, is his quarrel with Neftorius biftiop of Conftantinopie.

Neftorius had urged in fome of his homilies, that the virgin

Mary ought not to be called the mother of God i and thefe ho-

milies
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mllles coming to ^gypt, ralfed no fmall difturbances among

the monks there. Cyrill wrote a paftoral letter to the monks,

in which he maintained, that (lie was indeed the mother ot God,

and therefore ought to be called fo. As foon as Nellorms heard

of this letter, he openly declared Cyrill his enemy, and refufed

to have any further commerce with him. Cyvill upon this

wrote Nertorlus a very civil letter, without approving his doc-

trine ; which Nertorius anfwered as civilly, without retrading

it. The affair was laid at length before pope Celeftine ; after

which Cyrill, fupportcd by the pontiff's authority, began to

iffue forth anathemas againft Neftorius and his doarine. In

{hort, the quarrel rofe to fuch a pitch, that it was neceffary to

convene a general council at Ephefus, in order to put an end to

it : where fome bifhops of the Ead, who were affembled on the

part of Neftorius, gave Cyrill (0 warm an oppofition, that they

got him deprived of his bifhopric, and thrown into prifon. But

he was foon fet at liberty and reftored, and gained a complete

viaory over Neftorius, who was depofed from his fee of Con-

ftantinople in 43 1 . Cyrill returned to Alexandria, where he

died in 444. This biftiop had certainly fought many fights of

faith ; but whether or no they were good ones, may very well

be difputed. His works are voluminous, and hav^ been oftea

printed.

DAC
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D.

DAC (John), a german painicr, born at Cologne in 1556,
cultivated his talents in Germany under Spranger, and

in Italy under the moft ikilful mailers. The emperor Rodolph,
a friend to the arts, and patron of artifts, employed Ins pen-
cil. The pictures he executed for thnt prince are in a grand
tafte. Dae died at the imperial court, titled and rich.

DACIER (Andrizw), a french critic and philologer, was
born of proteftant parents at Caftres in Upper Languedoc
April 6, 1651, and had his education in the college there-,

but, when the dired^ion of it was given, in 1664, to the jefuits

alone, his father fent him to the univerfity of Puyloufens, and
afterwards to that of Saumur, that he might finifh his claflical

ftudies under Tanneguy le Fevre, or Tanaquil Faber. This
excellent mailer was fo taken with Dacier's uncommon genius

and inclination for learning, that he kept him alone in his houfe,

after he had difmiiTed the reft of the pupils ; and here he coji^

ceived that affeclioii for le Fevre's celebrated daughter, which
ended at length in marriage. Le Fevre dying Sept. 12, 1672,
Dacier returned to his father ; and after fome time went to

Paris, in order to gain a fettlement there to his advantage.

After a journey or two he got recommended to the duke of

Montaufier, governor to the dauphin, who put him on tl>e lill

of the com.mentators for the ufe of the dauphin, and engaged
him in the edition of Pompeius Feflus. This he publiflied in

4to. at Paris, 1681, and it was again publifhed in 4to. at Am-
ilerdam, 1699 ; which edition is preferable to that of Paris, be-

caufe there are added to it the entire notes of Jofeph Scaliger,

Fulvius Urfmus, and Anthony Auguftinus, and the new frag-

ments of Feflus. His Horace, with a french tranllation, and
notes critical and hiftorlcal, came out at Paris in 10 vols. i2mo.
168 1, and has often been printed fince. The beft edition of

this work is that of Amfterdam, 1726, confifling of the fame
number of volumes in the fame fize. Another edition was
printed at Amfterdam in 8 vols. i2mo. to which were added

the tranflation and notes of father Sanadon, publifhed at Paris

in 2 vols. 4to. 1728. Mr. John Maflbn made feveral animad-
verfions upon Dacier's notes on Horace, in his life of that poet,

printed at Leyden in 1708 ; which occafioned Dacier to publifti

new explications upon the works of Horace, with an anfwer

to the criticifms of iVlr. Ivlalibn, a refugee minifter in England.

He treats Maflbn's book with great contempt ; and, fpeaking

of verbal criticiim, ftyles it ** the laft effort of reflection and

judgement."



D A. C I E R. 463

|«dgement." Thefe are to he found in Sanadon's edition of

Dacier's Horace. The next fpecimcn of his learning was ia

the edition he gave of the 12th book of the anagogical com-
templations of St. Anaftafius, monk, of mount Sinai, upon the

creation of the world, now firlt publifiied, together with notes

and a latin tranflation. This was publiflied in 410. at London
1682.

In 1683 Dacier married mademoifelle le Fevre; and in 1685
abjured with his lady the proteftant religion. We fhall fay

more of this, and of their fettling at Paris, in our account of

her. Dacier's marriage feems to have interrupted, his literary

purfuits confiderably ; for we hear no more of him till 1 691,
and tiien he proceeded to oblige the world with new publica-

tions. In that year he publilhed a french tranflation of the

moral reflections of the emperor Marcus Antoninus, with notes,

in 2 vols. i2mo. Madam Dacier had a hand in that work. In

1692 he publifhed Ariflotle's Poetics, tranflated into french,

with critical remarks upon the work, in 4to. This work w^as

reprinted in Holland in i2mo; and fome have afl'erted it to

Iiave been Dacier's mafter-piece. In J 693 he publiflied a french

tranflation of the Oedipus and Eleftra of Sophocles, in i2mo;
but not with the fame fuccefs as the Poetics juft mentioned.

We have already noticed fix publications of Dacier : the reft

Ihall now follow in order ; for the life of this learsed man, like

that of moft others, is little more than a hltlory of his works.

He publifhed, 7. Plutarch's lives, tranflated into french, with

notes, Paris, 1694, torn. i. Svo. This eflay, which contains

only five lives, is the beginning of a work, which he afterwards

finiflied. 8. The works of Hippocrates, tranflated into french,

with notes, and compared with the manufcripts in the king's

library, Paris, 1697, 2 vols. i2mo. The Journal des S9avans
("peaks well of this verfion. 9. The works of Plato, tranflated

into french, with notes, and the life of that philofopher, with an
account of the principal doctrines of his philofophy, 1699, 2 vols.

i2mo. Thefe are only fome of Plato's pieces. 10. The life

of Pythagoras, his fymbols, and golden verfes, the life of Hiero-

cles, and his commentary upon the golden verfes, 1706, 2 vols.

J 2mo.
In 1695, Dicier had fucceeded Feliblen in the academy of

infcriptions, and Francis de Harlay, archbifliop of Paris in the

french academy. In 1701 a new regulation was made in the

academy of infcriptions, by which every member was obliged

to undertake fome ufeful work fuitable to his genius and courfe

of fludies : and, in conformity to this order, Dacier had made
this tranflation of the life of Pythagoras, &c. 1 1. The manual
of Epi(Stetus, with five treatifes of Simplicius upon important

fubje<Sts, relating to morality and religion, tranflated into french,

6 with



464 D A C I E R.

with notes, 1715, 2 vols. i2mo. The authors of the "Europe
S^avante of Jan. 1718," having criticifed the fpecimen he
had given of his tranflation of Plutarch's Lives, he printed,

12. An anfwer to them, and inferted it in the Journal des

S9avans of the 25th of June and the iith of July 1718.

13. Plutarch's lives of illuilrious meq, revifed by the MSS. and

tranflated into french, with "notes hiiiorical and critical, and the

fupplement of tliofe comparifons v. hich are loft. To which are

added, thofe heads wliich could be found, and a general index

of matters contained in the work, Paris, 1721, 8 vols. 4to :

Amfterdam, 1723, 9 vols. 8vo. This work was received with
applaufe, and fuppofed to be well done ; yet not fo, fay the au-

thors of the Bibliotheque Fran^oife, as to make the world at once

forget the tranflation of Amyot, obfolete as it is. Dacier publiflied

fome other things of a leiier kind, as, 14. A fpeech made in

the french academy, when he was admitted into it in the room
of Mr. Harlay. 15. Anfwers, which he made, as director of

the academy, to the fpeech of M. Coulin in 1697, and to that

of M. de Eoze in 17 !5. Thefe two pieces are inferted in the

colleftions of the french academy. 16. A dilTertatJon upon the

origin of Satire. Tliis is inferted in the fecond volume of the

memoirs of the academy of Jieiles Lettres in 171 7. 17. Notes

upon Longinus. Boilcau, in the preface to his tranflation of

Longinus, flyles thefe notes very learned ; and fays, that " the

author of them is not only a man of very extenfive learning,

and an excellent criclc, but likewife a gentleman of fingular

politenefs ; which is fo much the more valuable, as it feldom

attends great learning." Boileau has added them to his own
notes upon Longinus ; and they are printed in all the editions

of his works. Dacier wrote alfo a commentary upon Theo-
critus, which he mentions in his notes upon Horace, ode xxix ;

and a fliort treatife upon religion, containing the reafons which
brought him over to the church of Rome : but thefe two works
were never printed.

He had a fliare too in the medallic hiftory of Lewis XIV ;

and, when it was finiflied, was chofen to prefent it to his ma-
jeily ; who, being informed of the pains which Dacier had taken

in it, fettled upon him a peniion of 2000 livres; and' about

the fame time appointed him keeper of the books of the

king's clofet in the Louvre. In 1713 he was. made perpetual

fecretary of the french academy. In 1717 he obtained a grant

in reverfjon of 10,000 crowns upon his place of keeper of the

books of the king's clolVt; and when this pofh was united to

that of library-keeper to the king in 1720, he was not only

continued in the privileges of his place during life, but the

iurvivance of it was granted to his wife j a favour, of which

there had never been an inflance before. But her death hap-

pening
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pening firft, rendered this grant, fo honourable to her, inef-

te£luvil. Great as Dacicr's grief was for the lofs of an help-

mate fo like himfelf, it did not prevent him from feeking out
another ; and he had actually been married a fecond time, if

death had not prevented him.. He died Sept. 18, 1722, of an
ulcer in the throat, which he did not think at all dangerous,
ilnce that very evening he was prefent at the academy. He was
7 1 years of age ; Ihort of Itature, and of a long and meagre
vifage. He was a great promoter of virtue and learning ; and
if he was fomevvhat partial to antiquity, yet he is to be cxcufed,

becaufe he had particularly ftudied thofe writers who had ap-
plied themfelves with moft fuccefs to the knowledge and regu-
lation of the human mind. Confidered in this light, Dacier is

an author highly to be valued : for he chofe none but ufeful

fubjecls ; devoted his labours to works only of importance ;

and enriched the french language with thofe remains of wife
antiquity, which are moft advantageous to the morals of man-
kind.

DACIER (Anne), wife of Andrew Dacier, and daughter of
Tanneguy le Fevre, profeiTor of greek at Saumur in France, was
born in that city about the end of 1651. She was ii years old
when her father refolved to give her a learned education ; and
the occafion of his taking fuch a refolution was this : while he
was teaching one of his fons the rudinaents of grammar, in the
fame room where xMadue. le Fevre was employed with her needle,

ilic, as a perfon wholly unconcerned, now and then fupplied

her brother with anfwers to queftions that puzzled him. Her
father, difcovering her talents from thence, obliged her to a
regular courfe of lefTons, and brought her up a fcholar. She
went to Paris in 1673, the year after her father died ; and was
then engaged in an edition of Callimachus, which fhe publifhed

in 1674, in 4to. Some fheets of that work having been fhewii

to Huetius, preceptor to the dauphin, and other learned men
at court, a propofal war, made to her of preparing fome latin

authors for the ufe of the dauphin ; which, though fl)e re-

jected at firft, fhe at lait undertook, and publifhed an edition of
Florus in 1674, in 4to. Her reputation being now fpread over

all Europe, Chriftina of Sweden ordered count Coningfmark to

make her a compliment in her name ; upon v/hich IViadik-. le

Fevre fenc the queen a latin letter with her edition of Florus.

Her majcfty wrote her an obliging anfwer -, and not long after

wrote her another letter, to perfuade her to quit the proteltanc

religion, and made her ccnfiderable offers to fettle her at court.

This however flie declined, and proceeded in the talk (he had
undertaken, of publifhing authors for the ufe of the dauphin.
" Sextus Aurelius Victor" came out under her care at Paris

1681, 4to ; in which fame year alfo fne publifiied a Jrench
Vol. IV. H h tranflatiou
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tranflation of the poems of Anacreon and Sappho widi nofes,

which met with great applaufe ; fo great, as to make Boileau

declare, that it ought to deter any perfcn from attenipting to

tranflate thofe poems into verfe. She pubhfhed, for the ufe ot

the dauph.in, Eutropius, Paris, 1683, 4to. which was afterwards

primed at Oxford, 1696, 8vo ; and Diclys Cretenfis & Dares

PhrygiuSj Paris, 1684, 4to. which was afterwards printed, cun-i

notis variorum, at Amft. 1702, 8vo. She had alfo publiflied

french tranflations of the Amphitryo, Epidicus, and Rudensy
comedies of Plautus, Paris, 1683, 3 vols i2mo; and of the

Phitus and Clouds of Ariftophanes, 1684, i2mo: with notes^,

and an examen of all thefe plays according to the rules of the

theatre. She wa^ fo charmed with the Clouds of Ariftophanes,

it feems, that, as we learn from herfelf, fne had read it over

200 times with pleafure.

In the midft; of all thcfe various publications, fo clofe to each

other, flie found time to marry Dacier, with whom ihe had

been brought up in her father's houfe from her earlieft years.

This happened, as we have already obferved in our account of

that gentleman, in 1683; though fome have controverted not

only the date, but even the marriage itfelf ; and have furmifed

that Tne was previoufly married to one John Lefnier, a book-

feller' of her father's, and that (lie ran av/ay from him for t+ie

fake of Dacier,.with whom (lie was never m,arried in any re-

gular way. But it is hardly pofTible to conceive, that fo extra-

ordinary a circumftaihce in the hiftory of this celebrated lady

mail not, if it were true, have been notorious and incontefted.

"We are therefore apt to admit father Niceron's fclution of this

difficulty; v^/ho obferves, upon this occafion,. that " nothing is

more common than for a perfon, who abandons any party, to

be expofed to the calumnies of thofe whom they have quitted,''

and to fuffer by them. Now Madame Dacier, foon after her

marriage, declared to the duke of Montaufier and the bifhop

of Meaux, who had been her friends, a defign of reconciling

herfelf to the cliurch of Rome , but as M. Dacier was not yet

convinced of the reafon -blenefs of fuch a change, they thought

proper to retire to Callres in 1684, in order to examine the

controverfy betv;een the proteflants and papifts. They at lafb

determined in favour of the latter ; and, as we have already

obferved in the foregoing article, made their public abjuration

in Sepr. 1685. This might probably occafion the above-men-

tioned rumour, fomuch to the difadvantage of Madame Dacier ;

though we cannot afhrm it did, or that there was at the bottom

no better reafon for it. After their converfion, the duke of

Montaufier and the biihop of Meaux recommended them at

court; and the king fettled a penfion of 1500 livres upon M.
Dacier, and another of 500 upon his lady. The patent was

expedited-
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Expedited in November ; and, upon the advice which they re-

ceived of it, they returned to Paris, where they refumed their

fludies, and obliged the world with many vahrable pvodudions.

In 1688 Ihc pubUOied a french tranflation of Terence's

comedies, with notes, in 3 vols. 1 2mo. She is faid to have

rifen at five o'clock in the morning, during a very fharp winter,

and to have difpatcjied four of the comedies ; but, upon looking

them over fome months after, to have flung them into the fire,

being much difllitisfied wich them, and to have bt^gun the tranf-

lation a^'ain. She brought the work then to the higheft per-

fection, and even reached the graces and noble fimplicity of

the original. It was a circumllance greatly to her honour, that,

having taken the liberty to change the fcenes and a6ls, her dif-

pofition of them was afterwards confirmed by an excellent MS.
in the king of France's library. The beft and moil finifhed

edition of this univerially admired performance, is that of 1717;
which however was greatly improved afterwards, by adopting

the emendations in Bentley's edition of Terence. She had a

hand in the tranflation of Marcus Antoninus, which her huf-

band pubiifhed in 169!, and likewife in the fpecimen of a

tranflation of Plutarch's Lives, which he publiflied three years

after j but being defirous of pubiilliing a tranflation of Homer,
fhe left her huiband to finifii that of Plutarch. In 171 1 Ihe

publifiied the Iliad of Homer, tranflated into french, with notes,

in 3 vols. i2mo. and the tranflation is reckoned elegant and

faithful. In 1714 fne pubiifhed the c'.ufes of the corruption of

Tafxe. This treatife was writtL^ii againft M. de la Motte, who,
in the preface to his Iliad, had declared very little efteem for

that poem. Madame Dacier, (hocked with the liberty he had
taken with her favourite author, immediately began this de-

fence of him, in which (he did not treat la Motte with the great-

eft civility. This was the beginning of a literary war, which
produced a great number of books in the courfe of it. In i'^\$

fhe pubiifhed a defence of Homer, againft the apology of father

Hardouin, or, a fequel of the caufes of the corruption of tafte:

in which flie attempts to fhew, that father Hardoum, in en-

deavouring to apologize for Homer, has done him a greater in-

jury than ever he received from his moft declared enemies.

i3efides thefe two pieces, fhe had prepared a third againft la

Motte ; but fuppreffed it, after A'l. de Vallincourt had procured

a reconciliation between them. The fame year aifo fhe pub-

iifhed the Odyfiey of Hom.er, tranflated from the greek, with

notes, in 3 vols. i^mo. and this, as far as we can find, was the

laft thing fhe pubiifhed. She was in a very infirm ftate of

health the laft two years of her life ; and died, after a very painful

ficknefs, Aug. 17, 1720, being 09 years of age. She had two
daughters and a fon, of whofe education fhe took the ftri<Sle{l

H h 2 care

;
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care ; but the fon died young : one of her daughters became t

nun ; and the other, who is faid to have had united in her all

the virtues and accomplifhments of her fex, died at 1 8 years of

age. Her mother has faid high things of her, in the preface

to her tranflation of the IHad.

Madame Dacier u'as a lady of great virtue as vrell as learning.

She was remarkable for firmnefs, generofity, good nature, and

piety. Her modefty was fo great, that (he never fpoke of fub-

je£ls of literature ; and it was with fome difficulty that (lie

could at any time be led to do it. There is an anecdote related

of her, which fets this modefty in a very flrong light. It is

cuftomary with the fcholars in the northern parts of Europe,

who vifit, when they travel, the learned in other countries, to

carry with them a book, in which they defire fuch perfons to

write their names, with fome fentence or other. A learned

German paid a vifit to Mad. Dacier, and requefted her to write

her name and fentence in his book. She feeing in it the names

of the greatell fcholars in Europe, told him, that (he fliould be

afhamed to put her name among thofe of fo many illuftrious

perfons; and that fuch prefumption would by no means become

her. The gentleman infifting upon It, fhe was at laft prevailed

upon ; and taking her pen, wrote her name with this verfe of

Sophocles, Tvvai^iv y) eiyr) (pspei xocr/xovy that is, *' Silence is the

ornament of the female fex." So again, {he was often foUicited

to publifli a tranflation of fome books of fcripture, with remarks

upon them ; but fhe always anfwered, that " a woman ought to

read, and meditate upon the fcriptures, and regulate her conduct

by them, and to keep filence, agreeably to the command of

St. Paul." . We muft not forget to obferve, that the academy

of Ricovrati at Padua chofc her one of their body in 1684.

DAGOUMER (Guili.aume), born at Pontaudemer, died at

Courbevoye in 1745) had been profeflbr of philofophy at the

college of Harcourt at Paris, principal of that college, and

rettor of the univerfity. He publiflied : 1. A courfe of philo-

fophy, in latin. 2. A little work in french againft the adver-

tifements of Languet, archbiihop of Sens: their way of thinking

on the bull ITnigenitus was dire6lly oppofite. Dagoumer had

virtue ; but it was entirely confined to his fentiments, as is the

cafe with the greatell part of fcholaftic reafoners. It is he

whom le Sage had in view under the name of Guillomer in his

romance of Gil Bias.

DAHL (Michael), an eminent danlfh portrait painter, who
diftinguiflied hlmfelf by good colouring. Queen Anne fat to

him, aiid prince George was much his patron. Died in England,

where he had been long happily fettled, Otk. 20, 1743.
DAILJ/E (John), a minifter of the church of Paris, and one

of the ablelt advocates the protcftants ever had, was born at

Chatelleraut,



D A I L L E. 4^9

Chatelleraut, Jan. 6, 1594; but carried foon after to Poitiers,

where his father ufually lived, on account of the office which

Ik bore of receiver of the confignations there. His father de-

Cigncd him for bufinefs, and propofed to leave him his office

;

but the prodigious inclination which nature had given him for

books, over-ruled that projed, and he was fent, though not till

he was 1 1 years of age, to S. Maixent in Poltou, to learn the

firft rudiments of learning. He continued his ftudies at Poi-

tiers, Chatelleraut, and Saumur-, and, having finiffied his claffical

learning in the laft of thofe towns, he entered on logic at Poitiers,

at the age of 16, and finiffied his courfe of philofophy at Saumur
under the celebrated Duncan. He began his theological ftudies

at Saumur in i6i2; which, fays his fon, was indifputably one

of the moft lucky years in his whole life, becaufe, in the Odober
of if, he was admitted into the family of the illuftrious Monf. du

Plelfis Mornay, who did him the honour to pitch upon him for

a tutor to two of his grandfons. Here, though he difcharged

the truft he had undertaken veiy well, yet it is faid that he re-

ceived more inltruftion from the grandfather than he communi-
cated to the grandfons. Mornay was extremely pleafed with

him, frequently read with him, and concealed from him nothing

of whatever he knew •, fo that fome have been ready to impute

the great figure Mr. Daille after'^^ards made, to the ledlurcs he

had attended at the feet of this Gamaliel ; and it is but reafon-

able to fuppofe, that they contributed not a little to it.

Daille, having lived feven years with fo excellent a mafter,

was now to travel with his two pupils. They fet out in the au-

tumn of 16 19, and went to Geneva •, and from thence through

Piedmont and Lombardy to Venice, where they fpent the winter.

During their abode in Italy, a melancholy affair happened, which

perplexed him greatly. One of his pupils fell fick at Mantua ; and

he removed him with all fpeed to Padua, where thofe of the

proteftant religion have more liberty. This young gentleman

unfortunately died ; and then the difficulty was, how to avoid the

pbfervationof the inquifitors,and get him carried to France, to the

burial-place of his anceftors. He thought at length, that the

belt way would be to fend him under the difguife of a bale of

merchandize goods or a cargo of books ; and in this manner his

corpfe was conveyed to France, under the care of two of his fer-

vants y not however without the neceffary fafe-condu£l and paffi-

ports, which were procured for him from the republic by the

celebrated father Paul. He continued to travel with his other

pupil ; and they f;\w Switzerland, Germany, Flanders, Holland,

England; and returned to France towards the end of 1 621.

The fon relates, that he had often heard his father regret thofe

two years of travelling, which he reckoned as loft, becaufe he

could h^ve fpcnt them to better purpoie in his clofet ; and, it

H h 3 feemsj
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feems, he would have regretted them {lill more, if he had not

enjoyed the privilege at Venice of being familiarly acquainted

%vith father Paul. The only fruit, which he faid he had reaped

from that journey, was the acquaintance and converfation of

father Paul.—M. du Pleflis, with whom that father correfpondcd

by letters, had recommended to him in a very particular manner
both his grandfons and their governor ; fo that M. Daille was
immediately admitted into his confidence, and there pafled not a

day but he vifited him, and had fome hours difcourfe with him.

The good father even conceived fuch an affection for M. Daille,

that he ufed his utmoll endeavours with a french phyfician of

our religion, and one of his intimate friends, to prevail with

him to ftay at Venice. By the way, this circumftance of Daille's

life may furnifh c^e argument among a thoufand, to prove, that

father Paul conceaicd, under the habit of a morlk, a temper
wholly devoted to proteftantifm and its profeflbrs.

Daille was received minifi:er in 1623, ^"^ ^^^ exercifed his

office in the family of ,du Pleffis Mornay : but this did not laft

long ; for that lord fell fick a little aftei", and died the fame
year, in the arms of the new pallor. Daille fpent the following

year in digeftingfome papers of his, which were afterwards pub-

iifhed In two volumes, under the title of JVIemoirs. In 1625
he was appointed miniller of the church of Saumur ; and the

year after removed to that of Paris. Here he fpent the reft

of his life, and diilufed great light over the whole body, as

well by his fermons, as by his books of controverfy. In 1628

he wrote his celebrated book, " De I'ufage des Peres," or, " Of
the Ufe of the Fathers ;" but, on account of fome troubles

which feemed to be coming upon the proteftants in France, it

was not publilhed till 163 i. Bayle has pronounced this work a

mafter- piece. He calls it a very ftrong chain of arguments,

forming a moral demonftiation againft thofe who would have

religious difputes decided by the authority of the fathers ; and

therefore very properly levelled againft the papifts, who, in their

attempts to convert the proteftants, have always urged antiquity,

and the general confent of all the fathers of the firft ages of

chriftianity. But as the epifcopal party in England have ac-

cuftomed tliemfelves, very impoliticly, as well as improperly, in

our humble opir.ion, to claim antiquity on their fide, in their

difputes with the romanifts, it has happened, that Daille's book,

excellent as it is, has generally given offence to the churchmen
here. It has even been attacked with great feverity by fome,

merely becaufe it tends to abate the authority of the fathers j

23 if the caufe of proteftantifm was to rife or fall, according as

the fathers were more or lei's in credit.

In the mean time, there are now, and there always have been,

horn the firft publication of this book, good fcholars and good

* churchmen
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diurclimen too in England, who knew and acknowledged its

high worth and merit ; and fo early as 1651 an englifli tranf-

lation of it was pubiiihed by the learned Thomas Smith, B. D.
fellow of Chriit's college ia Cambridge. An advertifcment is

prefixed to it, from which we tranfcribe a pafHige or two, be-
caufe luch a tranfcript will give the reader a juder notion of the
book, and of the reception -it met with amon<i; rbe difcerning

part of mankind, than any thing we can Hiy. " The tranflatioa

of this trad," fays Mr. Smith, " hath been often attempted, and
ofteuer defired by many noble perfonages of this and other na-
tions : among others by fir Lucius Cary late lord vifcount

Falkland, who, with his dear friend A'Ir. Chillingworth,, made
very much ufe of it in all their writings again il the romaniiis.

But the papers of that learned nobleman, whei-ein this tranflation

was half finiflied, were long fmce involved in the common
lofs. Thofe few, which have efcaped it, and the prefs, make
a very honourable mention of this moniieur, whofe acquaintance
the faid lord was wont to fay, was worth a voyage to Paris. Jn
page 202 of his Reply, he hath thefe words: This obfervatioa

of mxiue hath been roniirmed by conhderation of what hath
been fo temperately, learnedly, and judicioufly written by M,
Daille, our proteftaat Perron.—I faall add but one lord's tefti-

mony more, namely^ the lord George Digby's, in his late Letters
concerning Rehgion, in thefe v/ords, p. 27, 28 ; The reafons
prevalent with me, whereon an enquiring and judicious perfou
•ihould be obliged to rely and acquiefce, are fo amply and fo

learnedly fet down by M. Daille in his Emploi des Peres, that
I think little, which is material and weighty, can be faid on this

fubjecSt, that his rare and piercing obfervation liath not antici-

pated. And for myfell", 1 mull ingenuoufly profefs, that it was
xiie reading of this rational book, which firit convinced me, that
my lludy in the french language was not ill employed ; which
hath alto enabled me to commend this to the world, as faithfully

tranflared by a judicious hand." it is necelTary to remember, that

Mr> Mettayer, v/ho was minifter of St. Quintin, publiflied a
latin tranflation of this work ; which tranflation was revifed and
augmented here and there with new obfervations, by Daille him-
felf. It v/as printed at Geneva in 1656.

In 1633 he publifhed another work of general concern, in-

tituled, " L'Apologie de nos Eglifcs," or, " An Apology for the
reformed Churches ;" in which he vindicates, with much learn-

ing and argument, their feparation from the church of Rome,
from the imputation of fchifm, which was ufually brought
againft them. This work was alfo tranflated into englilh by
Mr. Smith, in 1658 -, as it was into latin the fame year by
Daille himfelf, and printed at Amfterdam in 8vo. It was
greatly complained of by the clergy of France, as foon as it was

H h 4 publifhed,
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publiflied, and fome were employed to write againft it. Daille

wrote two or three little pieces in defence of it, which were
afterwards printed with it in the latin edition. We need not

enumerate the feveral works of Mr. Daille ; for, being chiefly

controverfial, and written on particular occafions, they are now
of very little ufe. He wrote a great deal ; which will not feem
ftrange, when it is confidered that he lived long, was very la-

borious, enjoyed a good ftate of health, and was not burthened
with a large family. He was endued v/ith the qualifications of

a writer in a moll eminent degree ; and had this fingular ad-

vantage, that his underftanding was not impaired with age ; for

it is obfervable, that there is no lefs ftrength and fire in his two
volumes " De objedlo cultus religiofi," the firft of which was
publifhed when he was 70 years old, than in any of his earlier

works.

He affifled at the national fynod, which was held at Alen9on
in 1637 : and his authority and advice contributed much to

quiet the difputes, which were then warmly agitated among
the proteftants concerning univerfal grace. He declared flre-

nuoufly for univerfal grace ; and afterwards publiflied at Am-
fterdam, in 1655, ^ ^*^^"^ work againft Frederic Spanheim, the

divinity profeflor at Leyden, intituled, " An apology for the

fynods of Alen9on and Charenton." This work rekindled the

war among the proteftant divines
;
yet Daille endeavoured to

clear himfelf, by faying, that his book had been publifhed with-

out his knowledge. Neverthelefs, he anfwered the celebrated

Samuel des Marets, profelTor of Groningen, who had written

againft him with all the fharpnefs imaginable ; which produced

a fhort, but very warm conteft between them, in which Daille

did not come off entirely clear and free from blame in this

refped. He died at Paris, April 15, 1670-, having never ex-

perienced throughout his life any thing to call illnefs, except

that in 1650 he was fuddenly feized with a lethargic or apo-

plecStic diforder, in which he lay io or 11 days, apparently

without a poffibility of recovering. He left a high reputation

behind him •, and the proteftants ufed to fay in France, that

*' they had no better writer fince Calvin than M. Daille. ' Be-

fides controverfial and other writings, he publiflied a great

number of fermons ; as many as amounted to near 20 volumes.

He is very clear, both with regard to the expreffion, and to the

difpofition of his fubjecSl. He was reproached by one of his

adverfaries with ftealing feveral things from Dr. Davenant, in

his " Expofition of the epiftle to the Coloflians ;" but he an-

fwered the charge.

He married in the lower Poitou, in May 1625; and his wife

died the 3 1 ft of that month, 163 i, leaving him onlv one fon,

of whom ilie lay-in at the houfe of the dutch ambaflado^.
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Oct. 31, 1628. She had taken refuge there, becaufe the pro-

teftants were afraid loft the news of the taking of Rochelle

might raife popular tumults among them. This only fon, whofe
name was Hadrian Daillc, was received a minifter in 1653.
He had continued his theological ftudies with his father for

feveral years, when the confiftory of Rochelle Invited him
thither. Five years after, that is, in 1658, he was chofen a
minifter of Paris, and became a colleague with his father. He
was alive at the revocation of the edict of Nantz, and, then re-

tiring to Switzerland, died at Zurich in May 1690. All his

MSS. among which were feveral works of his father's, were
carried to the public library. He wrote that abridgement of
his father's life, from which we have chiefly colledled the ma-
terials of this article.

DALECHAMPS (Tames), a learned phyfician, was born of
a gentleman's family at Caen in Normandy, in 1513. He was
excellently Ikilled in the belles lettres, and was the author of

fome works, which fhcvved his learning to be very univerfal.

He wrote ; i. A general hiftory of Plants, which confifled of 18

books, in french ; 2. Three books De Pefte j and 3. Scholia in

Pauli ^ginetcc, lib. vii. He publiftied Pliny's Natural Hif-

fory with notes, againit which Scaliger was greatly prejudiced

before it appeared ; thinking, that, though otherv/ife a very

Jearned man, he had not talents for a work of that nature. It

feems, however, that Scaliger was happily deceived ; at leafh he
owns in another place, that his edition of Pliny was the bell

which had appeared. He tranllated alfo into latin the 15 books
of Athenxus, and fpent, it is faid, 30 years about it. He
practlfed phyfic at Lyons from 1552 to 1558, when he died,

aged 75.
DALEN (Cornelius van), an eminent engraver, who

flourifhed about the year 1640. He was a native of Holland;
but under what mailer he learnt the art of engraving, is uncer-

tain. It is diiBcult to form a proper judgment of his merit;

for fometimes his prints refemble thofe of Cornelius Vlfcher;

of Lucas Vollerman ; of P. Pontius j of Bolfwert j and other

mailers. A fct of antique ftatues engraved by him, are in a
bold, free flyle, as if founded upon that of Goltzius ; others

again feem imitations of that of Francis Pollly. In all thefe

diirerent manners he has fucceeded ; and they plainly manifeft

che great command he had with his graver, for he worked with
that inllrument only. Pie engraved a great variety of portraits,

fome of v/hich are very valuable, and form the bell as well as

the largeft part of his works.
13' ALIIdRAI (Charles Vion), a parifian poet, fon of an

auditor of accounts, gt 6rft took the profeffion of arms, but, ac-

cording
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cording to his own account, he was as unfortunate under the

:god Mars as under Venus. Accordingly he was loon weary
of this plan of life : he quitted it, and paffed all the rell of his

life in cultivating the mufe;^, in paying his court to the ladies,

and, in diverting himfelf with his friends: the tavern was his

Parnaffus. He talks of nothing in his poetry but of the art of

drinking deeply ; in one place he fays, he will die by the mouth
of the bottle rather than by the mouth of the cannon. His
gay and fpovtive mufe never condefcended io flatter the great

;

he neither courted their favours nor their benefits. Contented

with a moderate income, he enjoyed what he had, and wiihed

for nothing beyond it. The pure and calm pleafures of the

country were the comforts of his latter years. He died about

the year 1654, or at the beginning of 1655, at an advanced age.

His works had appeared two years before, under the title of,

The political works of M. d'Alibrai, Paris, 1653, 8vo. This

colledlion, divided into fix parts, contains bacchanalian, fatirical,

heroical, moral and chrifi:ian poems ; but neither the one nor

the other have been attended Vv'ith extraordinary fuccefs, though

there is a great deal of nature and fometimes wit in his pieces.

There is alfo by him a tranllation of the letters of Antonio de

Perrez, a Spaniard, the difgraced minifter of Philip II. and 73
epigrams againft the famous parafite Montmaur.
DALIN (Olaus d£), a learned Swede, born at Winfberg

in 1708, defervedly obtained the appellation of the father of

Swedifli poetry by two poems written in that language j the

one intituled ; The liberty of Sweden ; the other is the tra-

gedy of Brunhilda. The purfuit of letters not only brought

him glory ; it alfo made his fortune. From being no more at

firft than the fon of a country curate, he fucceffively raifed him-

felf to be preceptor to prince Gufi:avus, counfellor in ordinary

of the chancery, knight of the northern ftar, and at laft to the

dignity of chancellor of the court. It was thus that the govern-

ment, by v/hofe command he wrote the general hiftory of the

kingdom, rewarded his talents. He brought down this hiftory

to the death of Charles IX. That of the author happened Aug. 1 2,

1763. Befides the works we have mentioned, Sweden is in-

debted to him for a great number of epiftles, fatires, fables,

thoughts, and fome panegyrics on the members of the royal

academy of fciences, of which he was a principal ornament.

There is likewife by him a tranfiation of the work of the pre-

fident Montefquieu, on the caufes of the grandeur and decleu-

fion of the Romans.
DALLINGTON (Sir Robert), author of, the " Aphorifms

on Tacitus," was born at Geddington in Northamptonftiire. He
fpent much of his time abroad, and afterwards became fecre-

tary
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tary to Francis earl of Rutland. He was knighted towards the

^ad of the i6th century, and made mailer of the Charter-houfc.

He died in 1627.

DALRYMPLE (David), the fon of fir James Dalr^^mple, of

Hailes, bart. auditor of the exchequer for Scotland, was bora

in Edinburgh on the 28th of Oc1:obcr 1726. His mother, lady

Chriftian Hamilton, was daughter of the earl of Hadinton.

His grandfather, fir David, the youngeft fon of the firil lord

Stair, was lord advocate of Scotland in the reign of George L
Sir David, the fubjecl of our prefent article, was e4ucated at

Eton fchool, where he was diftinguiihed no lefs for his acqui-

fitlons in literature than for the regularity of his manners. From
Eton he was removed, to complete his {Indies at Utrecht,

where he remained till 1746. In 1748 he was called to the

i>ar at Edinburgh, where he foon became confpicuous as an ad-

vocate. The charader which he had obtained for knowledge

and integrity in the fcottifli law, foon raifed him to an emi-

nence in his profeffion. Accordingly, in March 1766, we fee

him appointed one of the judges of the court of felfion with

the warmelt approbation of his countrymen ; and in May 1776
he fucceeded to the place of a lord commiffioner of the julliciary

on the refignation of lord Coalfton, his wife's father. Upon
taking his feat on the bench he alTumed the title of lord Hailes,

in compliance with the ufage eftabliflied in the court of fellion,

and is the name by which he is generally known among the

learned of Europe. He had previoufly gained a reputation in

polite literature. Three papers in a periodical publication

called the World [o], had been written by him at an early pe-

riod of life j and he afterwards communicated to the public,

through the Gentleman's iMagazine, many critical and biogra-

phical pieces [p].

On the difputed peerage of Sunderland he appeared as an

advocate in the caufe of lady Elizabeth, the daughter of the kit

earl ; on which occafion he publifhed a very learned and inge-

nious paper, in the form of a law cafe. As he v/as a truiTee

of the lady, and at that time a judge, this cafe was fupported by
the names of two eminent lawyers, which were annexed to it.

His knowledge of antiquities and the laws of defcent enabled

him to produce fuch powerful arguments, as clearly to eftablifh

the right of the lady, and to form a precedent for future decl-

fions in cafes of a fimilar nature. His " Remarks on the hif-

[o] Numbers j^c, [47,204. the poffeffion of fir Jofhua Reynolds, which

[pj The remarks on the Tallers in produced from the latter the vindication

Gent. Mag. vol. ix. p. 67*, 793, goij of it in the fame volume, p. 603. and

io-'3, 1163; were by lord Hailes. His the reply of lord Hailes in p. 886. He
alfo was the critique in vol. Ixi. p. 399, likevvife occafionally wrote in the Edin-

^a the famous miniature of Milton, iu ttirgh magazine.

tory
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tory of Scotland" appeared in the year 1773. In that fmall

volume he dlfplayed much hiftorical refearch and accuracy ac-

companied by candour and liberality. To this fucceeded the
** Annals of Scotland, 4to ;" the firfl: volume of which was

pviblilbed in 1776, and the fecond in 1779. This work amply

gratified the expeilations which had been raifed by the publi-

cation of the " Remarks." It begins at the early period of

1057, and proceeds through the reigns of fourteen princes from

the acceflion of Malcolm III. to the deatli of David II. com-
prifing the fpace of 736 years. His defign was to have con-

tinued his annals to the accefhon of James I. but, to the difap-

pointment of the public, he was prevented from fulfilling his

intentions by fome caufe unknown to us. In 1786, lord Hailes,

obje6ting to the fecondary caufes affigned by Mr. Gibbon for

the rapid progrefs of chriftianity, publiihed a different (latement

of them, in which his literary abilities were eminently difplayed.

This was the laft work he fent from the prefs, except a few

biographical fketches, as fpecimens of the *' Biographia Sco-

tica," a work which was then in contemplation. The clofe of

his life was now approaching. Although his conflitution had

been long in an enfeebled Hate, he attended Ins duty on the

bench till within three days of his death, which happened on

die 29th of November 1792, in the 66th year of his age [qJ.
His lordlhip was twice married. By his firfl wife, Anne Brown,

only daughter of lord Coalfton, he left iffiie one daughter, who
inherited the family eftate. His fecond marriage, of which alfo

there was ifi^^ue one daughter, was to Helen Fergullon, youngeft

daughter of lord Kilkerran, who furvived him. Leaving no
male iflue, the title of baronet defcended to his nephew, fbn of

the lord provoll Dalrymple. DALTON
[q] The works of fir David Dalrymple, pcoplefheweJ us no Iittlekipdncfs."Edinb.

ban. lord Hailes, arranged in the order. 1761, i:mo. Occafioned by the country

of their publication, are as follow: i. people pillaging the wreck of two velTels,

Sacred poems, by various authors, Edinb. viz. the Betfy, Cunningham ; and the

1751, izmo. 2. The wifdom of Solomon, I.ciih packet, Pilcairn, from London to

wifdom of Jefus the fon of Sirach, or Ec- Leuh, caft away on the fhore betweeri

clefiafticus, izmo. Edinb. 1755. 3. Se- Dunbar and North Berwick. All the

Icdt difcourfes, nine in number, by John pallengers on bo?ird the former, in num-r

Smith, late fellow of Queen's college, ber 17, periihed
; five on board the latter,

Camb. i2mo. Edinb. 1756. 4. World, OQ.. 16, 1761. An affeding difcourfe,

Uo. 140, Sept. 4, 1755' A meditation 9. Memorials and letters relating to the

among books. 5. World, No. 147, hiftory of Britain in the r^ign of James I,

Thurfduy, 0(£l. 23, 1755. 6. World, publiilied fiom the originals, C'afgow,

No. 204, Thurfday, Nov. 25, 1756. 7. 1762. 10. The works of the ever me-
A difcourfe of the unnatural and vile con- morable Mr. John Hailes ot Eton, now
fplracy attempted by John earl of Gowry, firft coUedled together in 3 vols« Glafgow,

and his brother, againlt his majefty's per- \j6s- M- A fpecimcn of a book inti-

fon, at St. Johnftoun, upon the 5th of tuled : " Ane compendious booke of godlie

Aug. 1600, i2mo. 1757. 8. A fermon and fpiritual fangs, coUedlit out of fundrie

which might have been preached in Eaft parts of the fcripture, with fundiie other

Lothian, upon the 25th day of Odt. 1761, ballates changed out of prophaine fangs,

from Afts x.ivii. i, z. '' The barbarous for avoydingof fin andharlotrie, with aug-

inencatiQi^
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DALTON (Michael), an cnglifn lawyer, wns born foinc*

where in the county of Cambridge, and bred to his profelhoii

in Lincoln's Inn, and was formerly as veil known for his book

on the office of juftice of the peace, as L urn is at prefent ; his

" Duty of IheritTs" was alfo a book in good elleem. In Neal's
" Hiftory of the Puritans" mention is made of Mr. Dalton the

queen's counfej, who, in 159O, pleaded againft Mr. Udal, who
was condemned for writing a libel called " A demonftration

of difcipline :" this was probably our Dalton. He died before

the commencement of the civilvvars.

DALTON (John, D. D.)> was born at Deane in Cumber-
land, where his father was then reftor, 17C9. He had his

fchool education at Lowther in Weftmoreland, and thence was
removed, at 16, to Qiieen's college in Oxford. When he had
taken his firll degrees, he had the employment of being tutor or

governor to lord Beauchamp, only fon of Algernon Seymour,

mentation of fundrie gude and godlie bal-

lates, not contained in the firll edition.

Printed by Andre Hart," izmo. Edinb.

1761;. 12. Memorials and letters relat-

ing to the hillory of Britain in the reign

of Charles I. publifhed from the originals,

Glafgow, 17G6. '3. An account of the

prefervation of Charles II. after the bat-

tle of Worcei^er, drawn up by himfelf;

to which are added, his letters lo feveral

perfons, Glafgow, 1766. 14. The fecret

correfpondence between Hr Robert Cecil

and James VI. iimo. 1766. 15. A
catalogue of the lords of felTion, from the

inftitution of the college of juftice, in the

year 1532, with hUlorical notes, Ediub,

1767, 4to. 16. The private correfpon-

dence of doftor Francis Atterbury, bifhop

of Rocheiler, aiiJ !;'s friends, in 1725,
never before publilhed, 1768, 410. 17.

An examination of feme of the arguments

for the high antiquity of regiam majeila-

tem ; and an inquiry into iheauthenticityof

the leges Malcolmi, .Ito, Edinb. [769. 18.

Hiftorical memoirs concerning the provin-

cial councilsof the fcottifii clergy, from the

carlleft accounts of the jsia of the reforma-

tion, 4to. Edinb. ijdq. 19. Canons of

the church of Scotland, drawn up in the

provincial councils held at Perth, anno

1242 ana T2f)9, 4to. E'dinb. 1769. ao.

Antient icettifh poems, puhliihed from the

manufcrift of George Bannatyne, 156^,

Edinb. i',>.-;i. 1770. 2 1. The additional

cafe of Elizabeth, claiming the title and
dignity of countefs of Sutherland, .|.to.

22. Remarks on the hiftory of Scotland,

Edinb. 1773, i2mo. 23. Huberti Lan-
gueti epiftolse ad Philippum Sydneium
Cijuitem anglum accurante D. Dalrymple

de Hailes eq. 8vo. Edinb. 1776. 24,

Annals of Scotland, from the acceffion of

Malcolm III. furnamed Canmore, to the

accellion of Robert 1. Edinb. 1776. 25.

Tables of the lucceffion of the kings of

Scotland, from Malcolm III, to Robert L
26. Chronological abridgment of the vo-

lume. The appendix contains viii differ-

tations. 27. Ar.nals of Scotland, from
the acceflion of Robert I. furnamed Bruce,

to the acceffion of the houfe of Stewart^

4to. 17-9, with an appendix containing ix

differtations. 2S. Account of the mar-
tyrs of Smyrna and Lyons, in the 2d cen-

tury, with explanatory notes, Edinb. 1776.

29. Remains of chriftian antiquity, Edinb.

1773, 3 vols. 30. Odavius, a dialogue

by Marcus Minucius Felix, Edinb. I7i5i.

31. Of the maimer in which the perfecu-

tors died ; by Lacflantius, Edinb. 1782,

32. 1-uciani Coelii Firmiani Laftantii di-

vinarum inftitutionum liber quintus, feu

dejuftitia, 1777. 33. Uifquilitions con-

cerning the antiquities of the chriltian

churchy Glafgow, 1783, 34. Sketch of

thelifeaf John Barclay, 4to. 1786. 35,
Sketch of the life of John Hamilton a fe-

cular prieft who lived about 1600, 4to. 36.

Sketch of the life of fir James Ramfay, a

general officer in the armies of Gullavus

Adolphus king of Sweden. 37. Life of

George Leflie, 4:0. 38. Sketch of the

life of Mark Alex. Boyd, 4to. 39. The
opinions of Sarah duchefs dowager of

Marlborough, publifficd from her origi-

nal M S3. i2mo. 1788. 40. Theaddrcfs
of Q^Septim. TertuUian to Scapula Ter-
tullus, proconful of Africa, i;mo. Edinb,

1793.

carl
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carl of Hertford, late duke of Somerfet. During his attend-

ance on that noble youth, he employed fome of his leifure hours

in adapting Milton's " Mafque at Ludlow Gallic" to the ftage^

by a judicious infertion of feveral fongs and pafTages feleded

from other of Milton's works, as well as of feveral fongs and

other elegant additions of his own, fuited to the chara£l;ers, and

tc I'je manner of rhe original nnthnr. He rc::dered it a very

acceptable prefent to the public ; and it ftill contin'jies one of

the mod favourite dramatic entertainments, under the title of
" Comus, a mafque," being fet to mufic by Dr. Arne. Befides

this, it had the advantage of being at firft performed by Mr.
Quin in the charadler of Comus, and by Mrs. Gibber in that of

the lady. We cannot omit mentioning to Dalton's honourp

that, during the run of this piece, he indufiirioufly fought out a

grand-daughter of Milton's, opprelled both by age and penury ;

and procured her a benefit from this play, the profits of which

to her amounted, it is faid, to upwards of 120I. A bad (late of

health prevented him from attending his pupil abroad, and

faved him the mortification of being an eye-witnefs of his death j

for he died of the fmall-pox at Bologna in Italy. Soon after,

fucceeding to a fellowfliip in his college, he entered into orders,

according to the rules of that fociety.

He now applied himfeif with diligence to the duties of his

function, and wr.s noticed as an able preacher at the univerfity.

As fuch, he was employed by Seeker, afterwards archbifi-sop of

Canterbury, as his affiitant at St. James's. He was prefented

to the reclory of St. Mary at Hill by the late duke of Somerfet j

and, upon his recommendation, promoted by the king to a pre-

bend of Worcefter 5 at which place he ^ied in 1763. He mar-

ried a filler of fir Francis Golling, an alderman of London, of

whom he left no furviviug ifiue. He had publiihed, i . A volume

of fermons, 1757 ; and, before that, 2. Two epiftles, written

1735;, 1744, 4to. 3. A defcriptive poem, addreflcd to two

ladies, at their return from viewing the coal mines near Vv'iiite-

haven ; to which are added fome thoughts on building and

planting, to fir James Lowtlier, of Lowther hall, bart. 1755,410.

This entertaining poem defcribes, in a poetical and philofophi-

cal manner, the real defcent of two fair heroines into the fub-

terraneous. and indeed fubmarine, regions ; the mines, which

are rem.Vi kable for many fingularities •, Savery's fire-engine

;

and the remainder is employed in a furvey of the improv.ements

in Whitehaven, by the great commerce thefe mines occafion j

and in a very elegant difplay of the beauties of the adjacent

country. 4. Remarks on twelve hiftorical defig-ns of Raphael,.

and the Mufeum Grsecum & Egyptiacum ; illuitrated by prints-

from Mr. Richard Dalton's dra-vings.

Richard Dalton his brother was librarian to his majeily

;

3
^'^^
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and bcfidcs the prints of antiquities here mentioned, publiflied

a defcription of certain prints, from drawings made by himfelf

on tlie fpot, of the procelhon to Mecea."

DALZIEL (Thomas), among many other ofTicers, was taken

prifoner at the unfortunate defeat at Worceller, and fent to

the tower ; from whence, he found means to make his efcape,

and went to Ruffia ; where the tzar, at that time reigning, made
him a general : But fome time after the reftoration of the royal

family, he gave up his commiffion, and repairing to Charles IT.

was, in conlideration of his eminent fcrvices, conflituted com-
mander in chief of his majcfly's forces in Scotland ; in which-

poll he continued till his death, excepting only one fortnight,

when he was I'uperfeded by the duke of Monmouth, fome days

before the a£tioa at Bothwell bridge. He was bred up A^ery

hardy from his youth, both in diet and clothing. He never

wore boots, nor above one coat, which was clofe to his body,

with clofe fleeves, like thcfe we call jockey-coats. He never

wore a peruke j nor did he fliave his beard after the death of
king Charles I. Latterly, his head was bald, which he covered

only with a beaver hat, the brim of which was not above three

inches broad. His beard was white and bufliy, and yet reached

ahnod to his girdle. He ufur-lly went to London once or

twice in a year, and then only to kifs the king's hand, who had
a great elleem for his %vorth and valour.. His unufual drefs

and figure, when he was in London, never failed to draw after

him a great crovi^d of boys, and other young people, who con-

ftantlv attended at his lodgings, and foilowcd him with huzzas>

r.s h(; went to court, or returned from it.' xAs he was a man of

humour, he would always thank them for their civilities, when
lie left them at the door, to go in to the king; and would let

them know exa^lly at what hour he intended to come out:

2gain, and return t9 hi3 lodgings. When the king walked in

the park, attended by fome of his courtiers, and Dalziel in his

company, the fame crowds would always be after him, (hewing

their admiration at his beard and drelis, fo that the king could

hardly pafs on for the crowd ; upon v/hich his'majefty bid the

devil take Dalziel, for bringing fuch a rabble of boys together

to have their guts fqueezed out, whihl they gaped at his long

beard and antic habit ; requefting him at the fame tim.e (as

Dalziel ufed to esprefs it) to fnave and drefs like other chrif-

tians, to keep the poor bairns out of danger. All this could-

never prevail on him to part with his beard ; but yet, in com-
pliance to his majefty, he went once to court in the very height

of the fafnion ; but as foon as the king and thofe about him
had laughed fufficiently at the ftrange figure he made, he re-

atTumed his ufual habit, to the great joy of the boys, who had
not difcovered him in his fafaionable drefs."

DAMASCENUS
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DAMASCENUS (John), an illultrlous father of the church

in the 8th century, was born at Damafcus, where his father,

though a chrlllian by bh'th and education, had the place of

counfellor of flate to the Saracen caliph, fie was liberally

educated in his father's houfe by a private tutor, under whom
he made a very great progrefs in all kinds of literature, and

alfo imbibed a ftrong zeal for religion : and he was thought a

man of fuch uncommon parts and attainments, that, at the

death of his father, he fucceeded him in the place of counfellor

of flate. Damafcenus was ordained pried towards the latter

end of his life by the patriarch of Jerufalem, and returned im-

mediately to his monaftery. He died about 750, leaving be-

hind him many compofitions of various kinds. His works

have been often printed -, but the bell edition of them is that of

Paris 1712, in 2 vols, folio.

DAMASCIUS, a celebrated heathen philofopher and writer,

of the ftoic fchool as fome fay, of the peripatetic according to

others, was born at Damafcus, and flourilhed fo late as 540,

when the Goths reigned in Italy. If great mafters can make

a great fcholar or philofopher, Damafcius mud have been one ;

for he feems to have had every advantage of this kind. Theon,

we are told, was his mailer in rhetoric •, Ifidorus in logic ;

Marinus, the fuccelTor of Proclus in the fchool of Athens, in

geometry and arithmetic j Zenodotus, the fuccefibr of Marinus,

in philofophy i and Ammonius in aftroiiomy, and the do£lrines

of Plato. He wrote the life of his mafter Ifidorus, and dedi-

cated it to Theodora, a very learned and philofophic lady, who
had been a pupil of Ifidorus. In this Life, which was copiouily

written, Damafcius frequently attacked the chriftian religion •,

yet obliquely, it is iliid, and with fome referve and timidity :

for chriftianity was then too firmly el[abli{hed,and prote£led by

its numbers, to endure any open attacks with impunity. Of
this Life however we have nothing remaining, but fome extracls

which Photius has preferred ; who alfo acquaints us with an-

other work of Damafcius, of tlic philofophic, or, if you will, of

the theologic kuid. This was divided into four books ; i. De
admirandls operibus 2. Admirandie narrationes de dxmonibus,

3. De animarum apparitionibus poll obltum admirandoe narra-

tiones. The fourth we know not what ; the title not being pre-

ferved. If this work had been extant, v/e fliould probably have

had another proof, that the heathens of thofe times were no

lefs credulous and fuperftitious than the chriilians of thofe

times •, but it is loft. Damafcius fucceeded Theon in the rhe-

torical fchool, over which he prefided nine years : and after-

wards Ifidorus in that of philofophy at Athens, in which fitua-

tion it is fuppofed that he fpent the latter part of his life.

JDAMIAN (Peter), cardinal and billiop of Oftia, llouriflied
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In the I ith century, and feems to have been a very honeft man.

He had been a benedi£line, and, it is thouglit, would always

have preferred folirude to the dignities of the church, if he

hadMiot been forced, as it were, to accept them. He publicly

condenincd the liberty which the pope;; took o-f oppolin^ the

emperors in the way of war ; alhrming, that the offices of em-
peror and pope are di{tin6l, and tlvat the emperors ought not

to meddle with wliat belongs to the popes, nor the popes with

wlrat belongs to the emperors. " As the fon of God," fays he,

" furmounted all the oblbcles of worldly power, not by the

feverity of vengeance, but by the lively majelly of an invincible

patience, fo has he taught us rather to bear the fury of the

world with conftancy, than to take up arm.s againll thofcAvho

offend us; efpecially fince between the royalty and the prieft-

hood there is fuch a diflinclion of offices, that it belongs to the

king to ufefecuiar arms, and to the pricft to gird on the fword

of the fpirit, which is the word of God,"'&c. This was ftvange

doclrine to come from a cardinal : what would the popes,

Alexander VI. or Julius II. have faid to it ? Damian defcribed

alfo in a very lively manner the enormous vices of his age, in

leveral of his works •, in his Gomorrh^eus particularly, which,

though pope Alexander II. thought fit to fupprefs it, has never-

thelefs been preferved. Damian's works were printed at Paris

in 1663.

DA^vlIENS, a native of France, executed March 28, 1757,
for attcmpiing to affiiffinate the king. For the form and man-
mer of his execution, the very idea of which makes humanity

ihudder, fee the article CHAS TEL.
DAMOCLES, a flatterer of the tyrant Dionyfius, afFefting,

upon fome occafion or other, to admire the fortune of that

prince ; Dionyfius, to convince him that princes are not always

fo happy as they feem to be, invited him to a feaft ; and caufed

a naked fword to be hung over his head, which was only held

by a fmgle hair. Damocles, extremely Itruck with a fenfe of

his perilous fituation, changed his op nion at once ; and, for

his own particular, begged of Dionyfius, that he might retire

from court and high life into that mediocrity of condition,

where no danger was, and where he ihould not be fubjedl to

a reverfe of fortune.

DAMOCRrrUS, a greek hiilorian, is the author of two
works : the firit, Of the art of rani^ing an army in order of bat-

tle ; the fecond, 'Of the Jews ; in which he relates that they

worfiiipped the head of an afs, and that they every year feizeJ

on a pilgrim, whom they facrificed. When this author lived is

not known.
DAMPIER (John), born at Blois ; after having made hlm-

felf a name among the advocates of the great council, he en-

V'oL. IV, I i tered
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tered of tlie cordeliers, and became direftor of a convent of

nuns at Orleans, where he died before the year 1550. He ac-

quired great celebrity by his latin poems, written in the tafte of

Catullus. They have been colleclied in the firft volume of the

Deliciae poctarum Galiorum.

DAMPIER (Capt. William), a famous englidi voyager, was
defcended from a good family in Somerfetfliire, and born in

1652; but lofing his father when very young, he was fcnt to

fea, where he foon dillinguiftied himfelf, particularly in the

South Sea. He aflbciated himfelf with Capt. Cook, in order to

cruize on the Spaniards; and, Aug. 23, 1683, failed from
Acharaac in Virginia for the Cape de Verde illands. After

touching at feveral of them, he fteeved for the ftreights of Ma-
gellan ; but, ths wind being againft them, they ftood over for

the Guinea coaft, and in a few days anchored at the mouth of

Sherborough river, where the fhips crew were hofpitably re-

ceived by the inhabitants, He then proceeded to the South

Seas through the ftreights of Magellan ; and, arriving at the ifle

of Juan Fernandez, took on board a Mollcito Indian, who had
been left in that uninhabited place above three years before.

After Raying 14 days at this ifland, they fet fail April 8, 1684,

fleering towards the line, off the illands of Peru and Chili ; took

feveral prizes, and proceeded to the Gallipagoiflands, and from

thence to cape Blanco, where captain Cook was interred. July 19,

Mr. Edward Davis was appointed captain in the room of Cook,

failed the next day towards Rio Leja, and from thence to the

gulph of Amapalla; and Sept. 20th came to an anchor in the

ifland of Plata. Here they made a defcent upon Plata, attacked

the fort, and took itvi^ith little oppofition. But finding that the

governor and inhabitants had quitted the town, and carried off

their money, goods and provifions, they fet fire to it : and af-

terwards failed for Guaiouil, and attacked it, but without fuc-

cefs.

They entered now tlie bay of Panama : for their defign was

to look into fome river unfrequented by the Spaniards, in fearch

of canoes ; and therefore they endeavoured to make the river

St. Jago, on account of its nearnefs to the illand of Gallo, in

which there is much gold, and fafe aiichorage for {hips. Dam-
pier with fome others, in four canoes, ventured to row fix

leagues up the river ; but the Indians, at their approach, got

into their canoes, and paddled away againft the ftream much
faller than they could foUov/. They therefore returned the next

morning, in order to fail for the ifiand of Gallo; and in their

way took a fpanifh pacquet boat, fent v/ith difpatches from Pa-

nama to Lima, by which they learned, that the armada, being

arrived from Spain at Porto Bello, waited for the plate fleet from

Lima, which made them refolve to rendezvous among the king's

or
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cr pearl iflands, by which all the fhips bound to Panama from Li-

ma mull neceflarlly pafs. On May 28th they difcovered the

fpanilh fleet •, but night approaching, they exchanged only a few
Ihot. Tliefpanifli admiral, by the artifice of a i'alfe light, got

the weather-gage of them the next day, and came up to them
wich full fail, which obliged them to make a running fight of it

all round the bay of Panama, and thus their long-proje£l:ed de-

fign ended unfuccefsfully. They failed now for the ifland of

C)uibo, where they i^ound captain Harris; and as their late at-

tempt at fea had been fruitlcfs, they refolved to try their for-

tune by land, by attacking the city of Leon, on the coaft of

Mexico. This place they took and burnt, and proceeded to Rio
Leja, which they alfo took. .

Here Dampier left captain Davis, and went on board captain

Swan, in order to fatisfy ins curiofity, by obtaining a more per-

fcd: knowledge of the northern parts of Mexico. They conti-

nued failing to the weftward, till they came to Guatulco, one
of the bed ports in the kingdom of Mexico ; and from thence

to cape Cerientes, where they waited fome time in hopes of

meeting with a galleon, of which they had received informa-

tion. They continued cruizing off this cape till Jan. i, when
their proviiions being exliaufted, they fleered to the valley of

Valderas to procure a fupply of beef. And while they were en-

gaged in this neceffary bufinefs, the Manilla (liip palled by them
to the eattward. After this they ileered towards California, and
anchored in one of the Tres Maria iflands. Dampier having been
long fick of a dropfy, was here buried for about half an hour up
to the neck in fand, which tlirew him into a profufe fweat ; and
being afterwards wrapped up warm, and put to bed in a tent,

found great benefit from this extraordinary remedy.

Their fucccTs in this part of the world having been very in-

different, and there appearing no probability of its mending,
Swan and Dampier agreed to fleer their courfe for the Ealt-In-

dles. They failed to St. John's ifland, and to the Pifcadores, to

Bouton Ifland, to New Holland, to Trieft ; and arriving at Ni-
cobar, Dampier with others was left on fliore, and treated with
great civility by the inhabitants. He however left them, and
arrived at the cngiifli faclory at Achen ; where he became ac-

quainted with captain Bowry, who would have perfuaded him
to failwith him to Perfia in quality of boatfwain : but he de-

clined accepting of this propofal, on account of the ill ftate of

his health. He afterwards engaged with captain Weldon, un-
der whom he ma le feveral trading voyages, for upwards of 15
months, and afcerv/ards entered as a gunner to an englifli fac-

tory at Bencoolen. Upon this coaft he ftaid till 1691, and then

embarked for England, when he was obliged to make his efcape

by creeping through one of the port-holes ; for the governor

1 1 2 had
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had revoked his promife of allowing him to depart, but he
brought ofF his journal and inofl; valuable papers. He arrived

in the Dowais Sept. 16 •, and being in want of money, fold his

property in a painted Indian prince, who was carried about for

a fight, and fliewn for money. He appears afterwards to have

been concerned in an expedition concerted by the merchants of

Briflol to the South Sea, commanded by captain Woodes Ro-
gers, which failed in Aug. 1708, and returned Sept. 1711; a

voyage attended with many fingular circumftances, and a great

number of curious and entertaining events. We have no fur-

ther particulars of his life or death. His Voyage round the

World is well known, -and has gone through many editions.

DANCHET (Anthony), a french poet, was born at Riorn

in 167 1 ; and went to Paris, where he diftinguiflied himfclf very

early in the republic of letters. At 19, he was invited to Char-
tres, to be profeflbr of rhetoric j which office he difcharged with

high repute for four years. Upon his return to Paris, he de-

voted his labours entirely to the fervice of the theatre *, for

which he continued to write fongs, operas, and tragedies, to

the end of his life. He was admitted a member of the academy
cf infcriptions in 1706, and of the french academy in 17 12.

He had a place in the king's library, and died at Paris 1748;
after having long poiTcfled the efteem of the public, as well by
his integrity as by his writings. His works were collected and
printed at Paris 1751, in 4 vols. i2mo.
DANDINI (Jerome), an italian jefuit, was born at Cefena

in the ecclefiaflical ftate, in 1554; and was the firft of his order

who taught philofophy at Paris. He bore feveral honourable

offices in the fociety ; for, befides teaching divinity at Padua,
he was reftor of the feveral colleges at Ferrara, Forli, Bologna,

Parma, and Milan ; vifitor in the provinces of Venice, Tou-
loufe, and Guienne

;
provincial in Poland, and in the Milanefe.

He taught philofophy in Perugia 1596, when he was pitched

upon by Clement Vlll. to be his nuncio to the Maronites of

mount Libanus. He embarked at Venice in July the fame year,

and returned to Rome in Augull the year following. The
french tranllation, which was made of his journey to mount
Libanus, by father Simon, was printed at Paris in the year 1675,
and reprinted at the Hiigue in 1685. Dandini's book was
printed at Cefena in 1656, under the title of " Miffiona apofto-

lica al patriarcha e Maroniti del Monte Libano." It contains

the relation of his journey to the Maronites and to Jerufalem ;

but father Simon has left out the journey to Jerufalem in his

tranflation, becaufe, he fays, there is nothing in it but what has

been obferved by travellers already. Dandini died at Forli

1634, aged 80. His commentary on the three books of Arif-

totle de Anima was printed at Paris 161 1, in folio j and after

his
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his death, his Ethics was printed at Cefena 1651, in the fame

fize.

DANDINI (PiETRo), an eminent painter, was born at Flo-

rence in 1646, and received his firil inilrudion in the art of

painting from Valerlo Spada, who excelled in fmall drawings

with a pen. Whilft he was under the tuition of that artift he

gave fuch evident proofs of a ready geniius, that he was then

placed as a difciple with his uncle Vincentio Dandini, a mafter of

great reputation through all Italy, who had been bred up under

Pietro da Cortona. He afterwards travelled through molt of

the cities of Italy, ftudying the works of thofe who were moil

diftinguiihed ; and refided for a long time at Venice, where he

copied the paintings of Titian, Tintoretto, and Paolo Veronefe.

He next viiited Parma and JModena, to defign the works of Cor-
reggio ; omitting no opportunity that might contribute to im-
prove his hand or his judgment. When he returned to Flo-

rence, the grand duke Coriino HI. the grand duchefs Vicloria,

and the prince Ferdinand, kept liim perpetually employed, in

frefco painting as well as in oil ; his fubjetSls being taken not

only from facred or fabulous hiftory, but from his own inven-

tion and fancy, which frequently furnifhed him with fuch as

were odd and (ingular, and efpecially with whimfical caricatures.

He died in 17 12.—This mailer had an extraordinary talent for

imitating the ii"yle of even the moft celebrated antient painters

of every fchocl, particularly Titian, Veronefe, and Tintoretto j

and with a force and elegance, equal to his fubjedls of hiftory,

he painted portraits, landfcapes, architecture, flowers, fruit,

battles, animals of all kinds, and likev\'ife fea-pieces
; proving

himfelf an univerfal artift, and excellent in every thing he un-
dertook. He had a fon, Odlavio, who proved not inferior to

him in any branch of his profeffion, and was an honour to his

family and his country.

DANDINI (C^sare), hiftory painter, was born at Florence ;

and was the elder brother and firft inftructor of Vincentio Dan-
dini the uncle of Pietro. This mailer had fucceihYely ftudied as a

difciple with Cavalier Curradi, PalTignano, and Chriftofano AI-
lori j from whom he acquired a very pleafing manner of deign-
ing and colouring. He was extremely correct in his drawing,
and finiflied his pictures highly. Several noble altar pieces in

the churches of Florence ai'e of his hand •, and one, v/hich is iu

the chapel TAnnonciata, is particularly admired.

DANDINI (Hercule Francois,', count, and profefTor in

law at Padua, born in 1691, is the author of fcveral works.
The principal of them are : I. De Forenfi feribendi ratjone. 2.

De fcrvitutibus prxdiorum interpretationes per epiftolas, &c.
He died in 1 747, at the age of ^6, with the reputation of a great

fcholar.

I i 3 DANDRE-
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DANDRE-BARDON (Michael FRANgois), one of the

profeflbrs of the academy of painting, prcfelTor of the fcholars

protected by the frcnch king for hiftory, fable, geography, &c.

was born 22d May 1700, at Aix in Provence, and died the 14th

of April 1783. He diflinguifhed himfelf both as a painter and

as a writer. He fucceeded more particularly in hiftorical pic-

tures. Of his writings there are feveral pieces in verfe and in

profe. We (hall not fpecify thofe of the former kind, as they

are not above mediocrity. As to the latter, the chief of them
are : i. Conference on the utility that artifls may draw from a

couvfe of univerfal hiftory. 2. Life of Carlo Vanloo, 1765,

i2mo. 3. Treatife on painting, followed by an eflay on fculp-

ture, 1765, 2 vols. i2mo. This is the moft known of his

works. 4. Anecdotes on the death of Bouchardon, 1764, 8vo.

Dandre-Bardon had an affeilion for all the arts, poflefled a very

diversified erudition, and in fociety was fenfible, upright, and

friendly.

DANDRIEU (Jean Francois), a famous mufician, died at

.
Paris in 1740, at the age of 56 ; was complete mailer of the

organ and the harpfichord. He was no lefs excellent in compo-
fition. For tafte and talents he is generally compared with the

celebrated Couperin. There ate of his three books of pieces

for the harpfichord, and one of leffons for the organ, with a fet

of pieces for chriftmas, very much admired by the connoifleurs ;

his mufic is not lefs various than harmonious.

DANKAU (IiAMBert), Dan.'eus, a calvinifl; preacher, born

at Orleans about 1530, difclple of the famous Ann de Bourg,

taught theology at Leyden. He died at Caftres in 1596, at the

age of 66. He publilhed : i . Commentaries on Matthew and

Mark. 2. A poetical fyftem of geography. 3. Aphorifmi po-

litic! & militares. Leyden 1638. i2mo.

DANES (Peter), born in 1497 ^^ Paris of a noble family,

ftudied at the college of Navarre, without taking the doftor's

hood. He contented himfelf with deferving it. Being ap-

pointed by Francis L to open the greek fchool at the college-

royal, he was profeflbr there for five years, and had fcho'.ars

that afterwards fignalized themfelves. He next became pre-

ceptor and confeflbr' to the dauphin, afterwards Francis II. He
was fent to the council of Trent, where he delivered a very fine

fpeech in 1546. It was during the fcflion of this council that

he was made bifiiop of Lavaur in 1557. Sponde and de 'I hou
have handed down to us an ingenious anfwer of this prelate.

One day that Nicholas Pfaumc, bifliop of Verdun, was fpeak-

ing with great vehemence againfl the abufes of the court of

Rome, the bifhop of Orvietto, looking at the Frenchman, faid

with a bitter fnecr: " Callus tantat." " Utinam," replied the

bifhop of Lavaur, " ad illud gallicinium Petrus refipifceret !"

This



D A N G E A U. 487

This prelate died at Paris the 23d of April 1577, at the age of

80. He had been married. When news was brought him of

the death of his only fon, he retired for a moment into liis clo-

fet ; and, on rejoining the company, " Let us be comforted,"

faid he, " the poor have gained their caufe." This worthy pre-

late was wont to diftribute a part of his revenues among the

poor. With the erudition of a true fcholar he had the talent

of fpeaking well, a great fweetnefs of character, and a perfeft

fimplicity of manners. His cuftom was to write mucli, and

almoft always to conceal his name. It has been fufpefted by

fome critics that the tenth book of the hiftory of France, by

Paulus TEmilius, is his. At lead it was Danes who fent it from

Venice to the printer Vafcofan. His Opufcula were collected

and printed in 1731, 4to. by the care of Peter Hilary Danes of

the fame family with the bifhop of Lavauv. The editor has

adorned this collection with the life of his kinfman, who had
been a difciple of Budceus and of John Lafcaris. The abbe

Lenglet du Frefnoi attributes to P. Danes, two Apologies for

king Henry II. printed in latin in 1542, 4to.

DANET (Pkter), a French abbe, was of the number of

thofe learned perfons, who were pitched upon by the duke of

Montaufier to illuftrate claffical authors for the ufe of the dau-

phin. He had Phsedrus allotted to his fliare, which he pub-
lifhed with a latin interpretation and notes. He was the author

alfo of a dicftionary, which was once in great requeft, but is now
grown obfolete j and of fome other works. He died at Paris

in 1709.
DANGEAU (Louis Courcillon de), member of the

french academy, abbot of Fontaine-Daniel and of Clermont,

was born at Paris in January 164:^, where he died Jan. i, 1723,
at the age of 80. Few people of condition have been fo fond

of the belles-lettres as he, and have taken fuch pains to render

the ftudy of them eafy and agreeable. He invented feveral

new methods for learning hiftory, heraldry, geography, genealo-

gy, the interefts of fovereigns, and the french grammar. The
literary world is indebted to him for fome tratts, on thefe feve-

ral particulars, i. New method for learning hiftorical geogra-

phy, 1706, 2 vols, folio. 2. The principles of heraldry, in 14
plates, 1 7 15, 4to. 3. Hiftorical game of the kings of France ;

which is played like the game of the goofe or the fnake, with
a little book by way of explanation. 4. Refiedlions on all the

parts of grammar, 1684, i2mo. 5. Of the election of the em-
peror, 1738. 8vo. But.his principal work is the firft, and part of

the fecond,of the dialogues on the immortality of the foul, ufually

attributed to the abbe de Choifi. This book is common enough ;

but his other productions are more fcarce, becaufe he printed

only a fmall number of copies, which he diftributed among his

I i 4 friends.
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friends. The abbe de Dangeau was mafter of a great variety

of languages : the greek, the latin, the Italian, the fpanifn, the

portuguefe, the german and its derivatives. His virtues, how-
ever, were far fuperior to his knowledge. *' .His humanity to-

wards the fons and daughters of misfortune was fuch ,fays

M. d'Alembert) that, with but a moderate fortune, he was la-

vifh of his bounty towards the poor, and added to his benefits

the more uncommon benefit of concealing them, he polTelTed

that prudent oeconomy, without which there can be no genero-

fity ; and which, never diflipating for the fake of giving con-

tinually, is always giving with propriety. His heart was form-

ed for friendfliip, and for that rcafon he was not care-

iefs in placing his own ; but when once it was obtained, it

was fettled for ever. If he had fome defetts, it was perhaps

too much indulgence for the faults and the weakneffes of man-
kind ; a defeat, which by its fcarcenefs is almoil a virtue, and

of which few perfons have to reproach themfelves, even in re-

gard to their friends. He poflelfed in the highcft degree that

kno V ledge of the world and of man, which neitlier books nor

genius ever gave the philofopher, while negletling the com-
merce of his fellow creatures. Enjoying the cfteem and the

confidence of all the great men in the kingdom, no one had

better advice to give in the mo{[ important affairs. He kept

inviolably the fecret& of others as well as his own. Yet his ge-

nerous, delicate and honell foul difdained diffimulation, and

his prudence was too enlightened to be millaken for artifice.

Eafy and affable in company, but preferring truth in all things,

he never difputed except in its defence : accordingly the lively

intereft he fhewed for truth on all fuch occafions gave him in

the eyes of the generality an air of obftinacy, which truth is

much lefs likely to find among mankind than a cold and cri-

minal indifference."

DANGEAU" (Philip de Courcillon, Marqitis de), bro-

ther of the preceding, was born in 1638. 1 he endowments
of his mind and perfon advanced him at the court of Louis

XIV ; and his decided tnfle for literature obtained him a place

in the french academy and in that of fciences. He died at

Paris in 1720, at the age of 82, privy-councillor, knight of fe-

veral orders, grand mailer of the royal and military order of N.

Dame du Mont Carmel, and de St. Lazare de Jerufalem. On
being invefted with this lafl dignity, he paid grea;er attention

than h;ui been before ihcwn to the choice of the chevaliers ; he

revived the antient pomp at their recepwon ; v.^hich the farcaftic

public turned into ridicule, liut, what was fuperior to all ri-

dicule, was, that, by his care, he procured the foundation of

upwards of 25 commanderics, and employed the revenues of

the office of grand mailer to the common education of twelve

young
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younp^ gentlemen of the beft nobility of the kingdom. It was
then that envy forgave his elevation. At the court (fays Fon-

tenellc), where there is but little faith in probity and virtue,

he always preferved his reputation clear and entire. His con-

verfation, his manners, all favoured of a politenefs which was

far lefs that of a man of fadiion, than of a friendly and oblig-

ing perfon. His wifh at all times to play the part of a grandee,

might have been pafled over, on account of the wortliinels of

his charafter. Madame de Montelpan, who thought him not

qualified exa(5\ly for that, faid rather tartly, that it was impofli-

ble not to love him, and not to laugh at him. His firft wife

was Frangois Morin, lifter to the marechal d'EftrJes, and his

fecond the countefs de Leuveftein, of the palatine houfe.

There are extant by the marquis de Dangeau, memoirs in ma-
nufcript, from whence Voltaire, Henault, and la Beaumelle have

taken many curious anecdotes. Several of them are given at

a venture. It was not always Dtmgeau who made thefe me-
moirs :

" It was (according to the author of the age of Louis

XIV.) an old ftupid valet-de-chambre, who thought proper to

make manufcript gazettes of all the nonfenfe, right or wrong,
that he could pick up in the anti-chambers." After lowering

this phrafe, which is rather of the keeneft, the refult will be,

that the memoirs which bear the name of the marquis de Dan-
geau are to be read with caution. There is another little work
of his, alfo in manufcript, in which he gives the pifture of

Louis XIV. in a very interefting manner, fuch as he was among
his courtiers.

DANICAN (Andre), a native of Drieux, near Paris, who
had the fobriquet or nickname of Philidor given him by the king

of France, after an Italian mufician of tliat name. He was not

more noted as the beft chefs-player, than for his mufical compo^
fitions. He publiflied his " Analyfe du jeu des Echecs" ia

i2mo. London 1749. It contains feveral games, with note*

explaining the reafon of the moves. On this account it is the

mcft ufeful of all chefs-books for the pra6lical part of this noble

game. Among his many mufical compofitions in this country

vv'as the Carmen Seculare of Horace, a work much admired,

performed in 1779 at Freemafons-hall. Alfo an ode to Har-
mony by Congreve, fet many years before, which, it is faid,

was highly approved by the famous Handel. For the two laft

months of his life he was kept alive merely by art, and the

kind attentions of an old and worthy friend. To the laft mo-
ment of his exiftcnce he enjoyed, though near 70 years of age,

a ftrong retentive memory, which had long rendered him re-

markable in the circle of his acquaintance in this capital. Mr.
Philidor was a member of the chefs-club near 30 years ; and
was a man of thofe meek qualities that rendered him not lefs

efteemed
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cfteemed as a companion than admired for his extraordinary

ikill in the intricate and arduous game of chefs, for which he
was pre-eminently diftinguiihed. Not two months before his

death he played two games blindfold at the fame time, againit

two excellent chefs-players, and was declared the conqueror.

He was, befides, an admirable mufician, and a capital compofer.

What feemed moll to have {hook the poor old man's conftitu-

tion, and to have precipitated his exit, was the not being able

to procure a paflport to return to France to vifit his family,

•who were living there, before he paid the lafh debt of nature.

But this refufal was rendered more bitter, on its being intimated

that he was a fufpe£led chara6ler, and had been one of thofc

perfons denounced by a committee of french informers. From
the moment he was made acquainted with this circumftancc,

he became the martyr of grief ; his philofophy forfook him ;

his tears inceflantly flowed, and he funk into the grave without

a groan, on the 31ft of Auguft, 1795-
DANIEL (Arnauld), a gentleman of Tarafcon, under the

reign of Alphonfus I. count of Provence, compofed feveral

works in verfe, which were of no fmall fervice to Petrarch.

This Italian poet reckoned it his glory to imitate him, and re-

garded him as the beft verfificator of all Provence. Among
his works the moll: diftinguilhed are, the Sextinas, the Sirvan-

tes, the Aubades, the Martegales, and efpecially his poem
againft the errors of paganlfm, intituled : Fantaumaries dau

Paganifme. Daniel died about the year 1 189.

DANIEL (Peter), advocate of Orleans, ballli of temporal

juftice at the abbey of St. Benoit-fur-Loire, died at Paris in

1603. He was a man of erudition, and coUefted a large libra-

ry of manufcripts. He publiilaed : i. An edition of the Au-
]ularia of Plautus. 2. Commentaries of Servius on Virgil, &c.

Paul Petau and Jacques Bongars purchafed his library -, one

part of it was afterwards tranfported to Stockholm, and the

other to the Vatican.

DANIEL (Samuel), an eminet poet and hiftorian of our

own country, who flouriflied in the reigns of Elizabeth and

James L was the fon of a mufic-mafter, and born near Taunton

in Somerfetlhire, in 1562. In J 5 79, he was admitted a com-

moner of Magdalen college in Oxford, where he continued

three years, and made a confiderable progrefs in academical

learning; but his genius inclining him more to ftudies of a

fofter and gayer kind, he left the univerfity without a degree,

and applied liimfelf to poetry and hiftory. Wood tells us, that

at about 23 he tranilated into englifh the worthy traft, as he

calls it, of \r'?.J Jovius, containing " A difcourfe of rare inven-

tions both military and civil, called Imprefe •," which was

printed in 1585, and to which he put an ingenious preface.

His
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His own merit, added to the recommendation of his brother-

in-law John Florio, fo well known for his italian diclionary,

procured him the patronage of Anne, the confort of James I.

who made him one of the grooms of the privy-chamber. The
queen took great pleafure in Daniel's converfation ; and the

encouragement he met with from the court, together with his

own perfonal qualifications, eafily introduced him to the moft

ingenious and learned men of his time; fuch as fir John Har-

rington, Camden, fir Robert Cotton, fir Henry Spelman, Spen-

fer, Ben Jor.fon, Stradiing, Owen, &c. He rented a fmall

houfe and garden in Old-ftreet near London, where in private

he compofed molt of his dramatic pieces. Afterwards he be-

came tutor to the lady Anne ClilTord, vi^ho, when (lie came to

be countefs of Pembroke, was a great encourager of learning

and learned men ; and, upon the death of the famous Spenfer,

was made poet-laureat to queen Elizabeth. Towards the end
of his life, he retired to a country farm, which he had at Beck-

ington near Philips-Norton in Somerfetfhire ; where, fays Wood,
after he had enjoyed the mufes and religious contemplation for

fome time v.'ith very great delight, he died in 16 19. He was
buried in the church of Beckington. Daniel was a married

man, but left no children. His poetical works, confifting of

dramatic and other pieces, are as follow : i. 1 he complaint of

Rofamond, 1594, 4to. 2. A letter from Oftavia to Marcus
Antonius, 161 1, 8vo. Thefe two pieces refemble each other

both in fubjedf and ftyle, being written in the Ovidian manner,
with great tendernefs and variety of palfion. 3. Hymen's
triumph: a paftoral tragi-comedy. Prefented at the queen's

court in the Strand, at her majefty's magnificent entertain-

ment of the king's mofl excellent majefty, being at the nup-
tials of the lord Roxborough, 1623, 4to. 2d edition. It is dedi-

cated to the queen, and introduced by a pretty contrived pro-

logue, in the way of dialogue ; in which Hymen is oppofed by
Avarice, Envy, and Jealoufy, the difturbers of quiet marriage.

4. The Vifion, or, as fome copies have it, the wifdom of the

twelve goddeffes : a mailc, 1604, ^^o. The poet's defign, un-
der the fhapes, and in the perfons, of the i 2 goddefies, was to

fhadow out the bleflings which the nation enjoyed under the

peaceful reign of James I. By Juno was reprefented power

;

by Pallas, wifdom and defence-, by Venus, love and amity;
by Vefta, rehgion ; by Diana, chaility ; by Prolerpine, riches ;

by Marcaria, felicity ; by Concordia, the union of hearts ; by
Aftrea, jufhice ; by Flora, the beauties of the earth ; by Ceres,

'plenty; and by Tethys, naval power. All thefe allegorical per-

fonages were properly attired, and offered up the feveral em-
blems of their power to the temple of peace, erected upon four

pillars, reprefenting the four virtues, that fupported the globe

I of
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of the earth. 5. The queen's Arcadia, a paftoral tragl-comedy ;

1623. 6. The tragedy of Cleopatra, 1594. 7. The tragedy

of Philotas, 161 1, 8vo ; dedicated by a copy of verfes to the

prince, afterwards Charles I. This play met with fome oppo-
fition, bccaufe it was reported, that the character of Philotas

was drawn for the unfortunate earl of Elfex ; which obliged the

author to vindicate himfelf from this charge in an apology,

printed at the end of it. Both this play, and that of Cleopatra,

are written after the manner of the ancients, with a chorus be-

tween each a£l. 8. The hiftory of the civil wars between the

houfes of York and Lancafter ; a poem in eight books, dedicat-

ed to prince Charles; 1604, 8vo. i\1r. Daniel's pidure is be-

fore it. 9. A defence of rhyme, againft a pamphlet intituled,

Obfervations on the art of englifli poefy, &c. 161 1, 8vo.

It is dedicated to all the worthy lovers and learned profeflbrs

of rhyme within his majeify's dominions -, and it is addrefled

to William Herbert, earl of Pembroke, who was our author's

particular friend and patron. This performance is written in

profe. All thefe pieces, with others, which there is no occafion

to particularize here, were pubUflied together in two volumes

i2mo. 17 18.

We come now to confider Daniel as an hiftorian, in which
capacity he wrote the firft part of the hiftory of England, in

three books; printed in 1613, 4to. and reaching to the end of

Stephen's reign. To this he afterwards added a fecond part,

which was printed in 161 8, and reached to the end of Ed-
ward III. This hiftory was continued to the end of Richard

III. by John Truflel, a trader, 'and alderman of the city of Win-
cheller -,

who however, as Nicholfon has obferved^ '* has not

had the luck to have either his language, matter, or method, fo

well approved as thole of Mr. Daniel." Of Daniel's hiftory a

certain writer gives this chara£ter: "It is written with great

brevity and poiitenefs ; and his political and moral refledlions

are very fine, ufeful, and inftructive." Langbaine is of opi-

nion, that however well qualified our author's genius was
for poetry, yet, *' his hiftory is the crown of all his works."

Wood inform.s us, that there was another Samuel Daniel,

a mafter of arts, who publifhed, in 1642, a book intituled, *' Ar-

chiepifcopal priority inliituted by Chrift ;" and another, if he is

not mift.aken, called, " The birth, life, and death of the jewifti

Un£tion." But he does not pretend to know any more of him.

DANIEL (Gabkiet,), a very ingenious and learned frenci)-

man, was born at Roan, Feb. 8, 1649; and, at 18, admitted

into the fcciety of the jefuits. He read le£tures upon polite

literature, upon philofophy, and theology, at feveral places, in

the beginning of his life ; but afterwards, dropping thefe fort of

exerelfes, lie airumed tlie author-character, and puhliflied a great

many
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many books upon different lubje£ls. One of his earlieft pro-

dudions was his Voyage to the world of Defcartes. This is a

fatirical confutation of tlie Cartefian philofophy, drefled up

under the appearance of a romance, as one romance is belt an-

fwered by another. " There is a fort of knight-errantry in phi-

lofophy," fays lord Bolingbroke, " as well as in arnis. The end

propofed by both is laudable-, for nothing can be fo more,

than to redrefs wrongs, and to correct errors. But wlicn ima-

gination is let loole, and the brain is over-heated, wrongs may
be redrefled by new wrongs, errors may be correded by new
errors. The caufe of innocence may be ill defended by heroes

of one fort, and that of truth by heroes of another. Such was

don Quixote, fuch was Defcartes ; and the imaginary charac-

ter of the one, and the real character of the otKer, gave occafion

to the two moil ingenious fatirical romances that ever were writ."

This performance was fo well received, that it was foon tranf-

lated into feveral languages ; into englifti, into italian. Sec.

It has undergone feveral editions, which have been revifed and

enlarged by the author-, and to that printed in 1703 there

were added, by way of fupplement, two or three pieces,_which

have a connexion with the fubjed. They are intituled, New
difhculties propofed to the author of the Voyage, &c. concern-

ing the confcioufnefs or. perception of brutes : with u re-

futation of two defences of Defcartes's general fyftem of the

world ; by G. Daniel,

But the work for which the name of father Daniel is, and

will be moll memorable, is "The hiftory of France •," publifhed

at Paris 1713, in three volumes foho. He afterwards publiflied

at Paris 1722, in feven volumes 4to, a fecond edition of his

hiitory, revifed, corrected, augmented, and enriched with feve-

ral authentic medals ; and a very pompous edition of it was af-

terwards publifhed, with a continuation, but in the way of an-

nals only, from the death of Henry IV. in 1610, where father

Daniel Hopped, to the end of Lewis XiV. He v/as the author

of fome oiher v.orks : of an anfwer to the provincial letters,

intituled, j. Dialogues between Cleander and Eudoxus. This

book, in lefs than two years, ran through 12 editions: it was

tranflated into latin by father Juvenci ; and afterwards into

italian, engliHi, and fpaniih. 2. Two letters of M. Abbot to

. Eudoxus, by way of remarks upon the new apology for the pro-

vincial letters. 3. Ten letters to father Alexander, where he

draws a parallel between the do6trine of the Thomills and the

Jefuits, upon the fubjeds of probability and grace. 4. 1 he fyf-

tem of Lewis de Leon concerning the facrament. 5. A deicnce

of St. Augultin againil a book fuppofed to be written by Launoi.

6. Four letters, upon the argument of the book intituled, A de-

fence of St, Auguftin, 7. A theological tra<St, touching the

eificacv
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efficacy of grace, in two volumes. In the fecond volume, he
anfwers Serry's book, intituled, Schola thomiflica vindicata ; a

remonftrance to the lord archbifhop of Rheims, occafioned by
his order, publifhed July 15, 1697. This performance of father

Daniel's was often printed, and alfo tranflated by Juvenci into

latin. He publilhed other fmaller works, which were all col-

lected and printed in three volumes, 4to.

Father Daniel was fuperior of the maifon •profeiTe of the jc-

fuits at Paris, and died there June 23, 1728. By his death, the

jcfuits loft one of the greateft ornaments their order ever had.

DANTE, an eminent italian poet, was defcended from an

antient family, and born at Florence May 27, 1265. He dif-

covered an early inclination and genius for poetry ; and as he

fell in love very early in his youth, confecrated the Hrll labours

of his mufe to Venus. Afterwards he undertook a more fe-

rious work, which he began in latin, and finillied in italian verfc.

He excelled greatly in tufcan poetry ; and, as Bayle fays, it

"would have been happy for him had he never meddled with any

thhig elfe. But he was ambitious ; and having attained fomc

of the moft confiderable pofts in the commonwealth, he was
cruflied by the ruins of the faction which he embraced. Tlic

city of Florence, being divided into two factions, was become

fo tumultuous, that pope Boniface VIII. fent Charles de Valois

thither in 1301, to re-eftablifh the public tranquillity. Dante's

faclion being the weakeft, it was expelled the city, and himfelf

and other leaders fent into banilhment. He did not bear this

misfortune with conftancy ; his refentment was excefllve. In

the firft place he took the ftrongeil vengeance in Ids power

againft Charles de Valois, who was brother to Philip the fair

of France, by railing at the kings of France, and fatiriziug

them in his writings for the meannefs of their extraction.

Thus he feigns, but very ridiculoufly, that Hugh Capet, the firft

of the third race of the kings of France, was the fon of a but-

cher*, and makes him own himfelf to be the root of a plant,

which has done great mifchief to Chriftendom. In the next

place, he did all he could to expofe his country to a bloody

•war, on account of the injuftice which he thought he fuffcred

from it. He incited Can Delia Scala, prince of Verona, to

make war on the Florentines; and, as Volaterranus exprefies

himfelf, led the emperor to the fiege of Florence, he took

great pains to be recalled ; but all his efforts were vain. He
died in his exile at Ravenna, July i3-'i, having juft entered his

57th year; and it is thought, that grief was the caufe of his

death. He enjoyed an honourable retreat in the court of Guy
Polentano, prince of Ravenna; and when the republic of Venice

prepared to make war on that prince, he was fent by him to

Venice to negotiate a peace there. The Venetians behaved

arrogantly

;
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arroj^antly ; they would neither receive Dante, nor hear him ;

and this contemptuous treatment is fuppofed to have touched
him fo fenfibly, as to have occafioned the ilinefs, upon his return

to Ravenna, of which he died. It is remarkable that, a little

before he expired, he had the flrengtk of mind to compofe his

own epitaph in the following latin verfe

:

Jura monarchire, fuperos, Phlcgethonta, lacurquc

Lultrando ccciui, voluerunt fata quoufque :

Sed quia pars celTit melioribus horpita caftris,

Au6toremque ftium petiit, faelicior aftris,

Hie claudor Danthes patriis extorris ab oris,

Q.uera genuit parvi Florentia mater amoris.

That is.

Of monarch's rights, of heaven's bleft abodes,

Of Phlegethon, and hell's infernal lakes,

I fung, while fate allowed : but fince my foul

To better climes, and her great author 's fled,

Here Dante lies : fair i^lorence gave me birth.

But, banifh'd thence, a diltant land a grave.

Dante in his banlfliment applied himfelf diligently to fludy,

and wrote things with more fpirit and fire than it is is thought
he would have done if he had lived at home in quiet. " His
exile," fays Paul Jovius, " was greater and more glorious for

him, than the fovereignty of all Tufcany ; fmce it pointed and
inflamed the force of his concealed and divine genius." " He
determined," fays another writer, " to take that fignal ven-
geance on the authors of his exile, which burfh forth in -his

triple poem of Paradife, Purgatory, and Hell. He dipped his

pen as much in the gall of his anger, as in the living fprings of
Helicon. He joined the bitternefs of his foul to the fweetnefs
of his poetry. He was at the fame time animated by his learned
niufe, and by his refentment. He particularly blackens the re-

putation of Boniface VIII. becaufe he had fupported the party

of his perfecutors. He dilhonours the race and memory of
Charles of Valois, the chief inftrument of his banifhment ;

faying, that Hugh Capet was the fon of a butcher. He alfo

vents his indignation againft the city of Florence : comparing
it to a den of robbers, and to a proftitute, becaufe fhe fet all

public offices to fale, and was continually changing her magif-
trates, her coin, and her cuftoms, the more eafiiy to fupport the
inconveniences of her government."

His works were colleded and printed at Venice 1564, in
folio, with the notes of Chriltopher Landini ; and they have
been publilhed there fmce. The mofl conliderable of his
works, is his poem intituled, " The comedy of Hell, Purgatory,
and Paradife." It contains manv things, which are not agree-

able
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able to the papifts, and which feem to fignify that Rome is the

feat of Antichrift: for it appears, that Daiite was as indif-

ferent a cathohc for his time, as he was a gcod poet. Another
book, which difpleafed the court of Rome, and made him
pafs for an heretic, was his treatife intituled De Monarchia •,

and Du Pleffis Mornay has alleged feveral opinions of his,

which are by no means conformable to popery. " He wrote," we
are told by that refpetlable author, " a piece, De Monarchia, in

which he proves, that the pope is not fuperior to the emperor,

and has no manner ©f authority over the empire j yea, even

goes fo far as to fay, in his Purgatory,

See now the church of Rome, through wild ambition

Confounding the two governments in one.

Falls in the mire, and fouls herfelf and burden :

Deflroys herfelf and the charge committed to her. He alfo

confutes the donation of Confiantine, which he maintains to be

a fiftion ; and of fmall authority, fuppofmg it real : for which

reafon he was by fome condemned as an heretic. In his Italian

poem of Paradife, he complains, that the pope, of a fhepherd

is become a wolf, and has led the llieop afiray ; that for this

reafon the gofpel and the doclors of the church are neglected,

and the decretals only lludied ; that their thoughts go not to

Nazareth, where the angel Gabriel opened his wings, but to

the Vatican and other chofen places of Rome, which have been

the burying-places of the foldiers, who followed St. Peter, whofe

dodlrine they have really buried at Rom^e, &c." But perliaps

we ihall do better to afcribe all this indignation at the church

of Rome, to the perfonal injuries that he thought he received

from the pontiff, who helped to ruin his party, than to any

real change of fentiment proceeding from convi(Slion ; even if

we fhould allow, what fome have related, though Bayle thinks

it improbable, that during his exile he went to Paris to learn

philofophy, and the principles of divinity.

Upon the whole, Dante was a very confiderable peifon in

his day, whether we conlider him as a poliiher of the language

of his country, or as introducing into it beauties to which it

was before a (tranger. This the celebrated Petrar(?lv who
was his fcholar, tellihes of him ; but gives us to underftand

at the fame time, that he was of too high a fpirit, and would

allow himfelf great freedoms wich his tongue. He relates an

inftance of this forti, v/hich ftiews, that he had parts fufficient

to pi-ocure him great friends, but not prudence enough to keep

them. The prince of Verona pointing to one of thofe do-

meftics, which great men ufed to keep on purpofe to laugh at,

obferved to Dante, who was in tlie room with him, how flrange

it was, that luch a fool and madman flrould pleafe and gain

the
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tlie love of all, wTiIch he, a much wifer man, was not able to

do. " Oh !" fays 1 ^aiitc, *' not at all ftrange ; for a fimiiitude

of manners is the very bafis of friendfhip."

Another author has given a very fingular inftance of this

poet's attention in reading. He went, as it is faid, one day into

a bookfeller's (hop, which looked into the great fquare of the city.

His intention was to fee fome public games, which were to be

celebrated ; but having met with a book which he had a mind to

confult, he read it with fuch application, that he protelted, with

an oath, as he returned home, that he had neither fcen nor
heard any thing that had pailed during the celebration of the

games.

DANTE (Peter Vincent), a native of Peroufe, of the fa-

mily of Rainaldi, imitated fo well the verfes of the poet Dante,
that he was generally called by his name. He was not lefs dif-

tinguiflied by the delicacy of his poetry, than by his Ikill in

the mathematics and in architedture. He died in 1^12, in an
advanced age, after having invented feveral machines, and com-:

pofed a commentary on the fphere of Sacrobofco.

Dante (ViNCiiNT), grandlbn of the foregoing, an able ma-
thematician, like him, was at the fame time painter and fculptor.

His ftatuc of Julius III. has been generally looked upon as a

mafler-piece of the art. Philip II. king of Spain, offered hiin

a large faiary to induce him to come and finifh the paintings

of the Efcurial ; but the delicacy of Dante's conftitution would
not permit him to quit his natal air. He died at Peroufe in

1576, at the age of 46. There is extant by him : The lives of
thofe who have excelled in drawings for ftatues.

DANTE (Ignatius), a defcendant of the famous poet, was
born at Perugia, and took the habit of a dominican. He became
ikilful in philofophy and divinity, but more To in the mathematics.
He was invited to Florence by the great duke Cofmo I. and exr
plained to him the fphere and the books of Ptolemy. He read
public ledures on the fame fubjeft, and had many auditors in the
univerfity of Bologna, where he explained geography and cof-

mography. Being returned to Perugia, he made a fine map of
that city, and of its whole territory. The reputation of his

learning caufed him to be invited to Rome by Gregory XIII.

w^ho employed him in making geographical maps and plans. He
acquitted himfelf fo well in this, that the pope thought himfelf
obliged to prefer him j and accordingly gave him the bifhopric

of Alatri, near Rome. He went and refided in his diocefe j

but Sixtus V. who fucceeded Gregory XIII. would have him
near his perfon, and ordered him to return to Rome. Dante
was preparing for the journey, but was prevented by death,
which feized him in 158b. He publiflied at Florence, in 1569,
a treatife of the conllruction and ufe of the Aftrolabe. Hg

Vol. IV. K k alC
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alfo wrote notes on the fphere of Sacrobofco, on the Aflrola'bQ,

and on the Univerfal Planifphere. He made a fphere of the

world in five tables, and was the author of fome other fmall

things.
' DANTE (John Baptist), of the fame family, probably, with
the preceding, and native alfo of Perugia, was an excellent ma-
thematician, and is memorable for having fitted a pair of wings
fo exactly to his body, as to be able to fly with them. He
made the experiment feveral times over the lake Trafimenus ;

and fucceeded fo well, that he had the courage to perform
before the whole city of Perugia. The time he pitched upon
was the folemnity of the marriage of Bartholomew d'Alviano

with the filler of John Paul Baglioni. Pie (hot himfelf from
the higheft part of the city, and dire£led his flight over the

fquare, to the admiration of the fpecflators : but unfortunately

the iron, with which he managed one of his wings, failed ; and

then, not being able to balance the weight of his body, he fell

on a church, and broke his thigh. Bayle fancies, that the hif-

tory of this Daedalus, for fo he was called, will not generally be

credited •, yet he obferves, that it is faid to have been pra6tifed

at other places, for which he refers us to the laft Journal des

S^avans of 1678. Dante was afterwards invited to be pro-

feffor of the mathematics at Venice. He flourifhed towards

the end of the xvth century, and died before he was 40 years

old.
. .

'

DANTZ (John Andrew), a lutheran divine, born at San-

hufen, near Gotha, In the year 1654, travelled in Holland and

in England. He fettled at lena, where at firfl he was profeffbr

of the oriental tongues, afterwards in theology. His ledlures

iacquired him a great reputation, and he died by a Itroke of

apoplexy in 1727, at the age of 73. There are extant by him

a great number of works on the language and the antiquities

of the Hebrews. The chief of them are: I. Hebrew and

Chaldee Grammars. 2. Sinceritas facr?e fcripturx veteris Tef-

tamenti triumphans, lena, 1713, 4to. 3. Tranflations of feverai

rabbinical writings. 4. Several differtatlons printed in the

Thefaurus Philologicus. All thefe works fhew the confummate

fchclar.
' DARCI (Count), born in Ireland in 1725, and attached to

the Stuart family, was fent to Paris in 1739, where, bein^-

put under the care of M. Clairault, at 17 years of age he

gave a new folution of the problem of the curve of equal pref-

fure in a refifting medium. This was followed the year after

by a determination of the curve defcribed by a heavy body,

fliding by its own weight along a moveable plane, at the fame

time that the prefTure of the body caufes an horizontal motion

in the plane. This problem had indeed been folved by John
.! - . . Bernoulli
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Bernoulli and Clairault ; but, befides that chevalier Darci's

method was peculiar to him, we dilcover throughout the work
traces of that originality which is the leading characfler of all

his produ'ilions. Darci ferved in the war of 1744, and was
taken prilbner by tlie englilh. During the courfe of the war,

however, he gave two memoirs to the academy. The firlt con-

tained a general principle of mechanics, that of the prefervation

of the rotatory motion. Daniel Bernoulli and tuler had found

it out in 1745; but, befides that it is not likely their works

iTiould have reached Mr. Darci in the midil: of his campaigr.s, his

method, which is different from theirs, is equally original,

iiniple, elegant, and ingenious. This principle, wiiich lie again

brought forward in 1750, by the name of " the principle of the

prefervation of adion," in order to oppofe it to Maupertuis'

principle of the lealt aclion, chev. Darci made ufe of in Iblving

the problem of the preceihon of the equinoxes ; here, however,

he mifcarried ; and in general it is to be obferved, that though

all principles of this kind may be ufed as mathematical for-

mul:^, two of them at lead mull neccflarily be employed in the

inveiligation of problems, and even thefe with great caution; fo

that the luminous and limple principle given by M. d'Alembert

in 1742 is the only one, on account of its being direcl, which

can be fulhcient of itfelf for the folution of problems.

Having publiflied an EiTay on Artillery in 1760, containing

various curious experiments on" the charges of powder, &c.
and feveral improvements on Robins (wlio was not fo great a

mathematician as he) ; Darci continued the experiments to the

laft moment of his life, but has left nothing behind him. In

1765 he publiflied his Memoir on the duration of the fenfation

.of fight, the moll ingenious of his works, and that which fhews

him in the bell light as an accurate and ingenious maker of ex-

periments : the refult of thefe refearches was, that a body may
fometimes pafs by our eyes without being feen, or marking its

prefence, otherwife than by weakening the brightnefs of the

object it covers; tluif., in turning pieces of card painted blue

and yellow, you only perceive a continued circle of green ;

thus the feven prifmatic colours, rapidly turned, produce an

obfcure white, which is the obfcurer as the motion is more
rapid. As thi:^ duration of the fenfation increafes with the

brightnefs of the obje£l, it would have been interelling to know
the laws, according to which the augmentation of the duration

follows the Intcnfity of the light, and, contrarywifc, what are

the gradations of the inteufity of the light of an object which
motion makes continually vilible; but Darci, now obliged to

Jruft to other eyes than his own, was forced to lelinquilh this

purfuit. Darci, always employed in comparing mathematical

theory and obfervation, made a particular ufe of this principle

J£ k 2 in
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in his Memoir on Hydraulic machines, printed in 1754. In;

this he {hews, how eafy it is to make miftakes in looking by ex«

periment for the laws of fuch effe£ls as are fufceptible of a

fnaximiitn or mimmiim ; and indicates at the fame time, how a

fyftem of experiments may be formed, which fliall lead to the

difcovery of thefe laws. All Darci's works bear the chara6ler

which refults from the union of genius and philofophy.; but as

he meafured every thing upon the iargeft fcale, and required in-

finite accuracy in experiment, neither his time, fortune, nor

avocations allowed him to execute more than a very fmall part

pf what he projedted. He was amiable, fpirited, lively, and a

lover of independence ; a paflion to which he facrlficed even in

the m.idfl of literary fociety, where perhaps a little ariftocracy

may not be quite fo dangerous.

Darci, though eftranged from us by circumftance, loved and

refpe£led his old country : the friend and protestor of every

Irifliman who came to Paris, he could not help feeling a fccret

pride, even in the fuccefies of that enemy, againft whom he

was fo often and fo honourably to himfelf employed. He died

of a cholera morbus in 1779.
DARGONNE (Dom Bonaventure), a monk of the car-

thufian order, was born at Paris in 1640, and died in 1704.

We have of his a very judicious work, intituled, Un traite de

la lecture des peres de I'eglife ; the beft edition of which is that

of 1697. He publlfhed alfo Des melanges d'hiftoire & de li-

terature, under the name of Vigneul de Marville, in 3 vols. i2mo5

the lad of which is faid to be done by the abbe Banier. This

is a very curious and interefting colledllon of critical reflexions

and literary anecdotes. He has been called to account by the

critics for what he faid of Bruyere. He was the author of fome

other things.

DASSIER (John) was medalUd to the republic of Geneva,

and, afpiringto be employed in the englifh mint, flruck a feries

of kings of England in a good flyle, though not all of them
taken from originals. He publiflied them by fubfcrlptlon in

1731, at fix guineas the fet, and 15s. in filver. His brother

James was here three or four years to follcit a place for John
in the mint, but did not fucceed. James Antony Daflier, ne-

phew of John, came over on Croker's death in 1 740, was next

year appointed fecond engraver to the mint, and returned to

Geneva in 1745. The uncle had executed a fet of the re-

formers in brafs, fmall j and begun large medals of fome of our

great men then living ; the nephew did feveral more, which

were fold in copper at 7s. 6d. each. There is a numerous fulte

of roman hiftory in fmall medals of bronze, by the younger

Daffier, that are good performances.

DASSOUCI, a celebrated french mufician and poet of the

xviith
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Svlith century, who publiflied his own adventures, which are

very odd, in the flyle of a buffoon. He relates, that he was
born at Paris ; that his father, an advocate in the parhament,
was of Sens in Burgundy ; that his mother was of Lorrain,

a very httie woman, and very prone to anger ; that her hufband
and fhe, not being able to agree, parted by confent, after having

divided their children and their fubilance; that he lived with his

father at Paris, where he was ill-treated by a fervant, who v/as

his father's millrefs; that at nine years of age he went to Calais,

where he made people believe that he underftood aftrology,

and was fon to a famous calculator of nativities ; that, having

by a little artifice cured a perfon who conceited himfelf fick,

he palled for a magician •, that he was obliged to leave Calais

privately, the mob threatening to throw him into the fea. Baylc

knows nothing more of him, till the time that the duke de St.

Simon got Lewis XIII. to hear him at Germains j when he hit

that prince's humour by a drinking-fong of his own making,
which it afterwards became the fafhion to fing at court. The
king liftened to his fongs ever after, and admitted him freely

into his clofet^ and they called Dafibuci the Phcebus Garderobin,

becaufe he had his lutes alv/ays in the king's wardrobe. He
continued this game under Lewis XIV. but having am inclination

to go to Turin, he left Paris about 1655. Arriving at Lyons,
he found many temptations to detain him. He entertained with
his mulic all the convents of finging.nuns ; and there was not
one of thofe devout virgins, who had not already a copy of his
*' Ovid in a Merry Humour." This was the title of a v/ork,

wherein he tranfiated part of Ovid's Metamorphofes into bur-
lefque verfe. He (laid three months at Lyons, in the midfl of
diverfions, plays, and entertainments, being highly carefTed by
Moliere and the Bejars ; after which he went to Avignon with
Moliere, and then to Pezenas, where the aflembly of the ftates

of Languedoc was held. He was maintained by thofe players

a whole winter ; and followed Moliere as far as Narbonne.
Afterwards he went to Montpelier, v^here he was imprifoned,

and very near being burnt, for a fufpefted commerce with a

male. He continued three months at Montpelier after his

releafe, and drew up an account of that tragi-comical adventure,

fo he calls it ; which however he did not print, though the chief

magiflrate, who had feen it, gave him leave. He afterwards

faw feveral towns of Provence ; and v/ent to wait on the prince

of Morgues at Monaco, who made him a handfome prefent.

Being arrived at Turin, he had fome trouble to confute by his

prefence the report of his execution, which had been read in

the " Burlefque Gazette." He laboured to procure a fettle-

ment in that court, and fuppofes he fhould have fuccl^cded, if

the muficians of the country had not grown jealous of him. H«
K k 3 pretends.
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pretends, that tlie beauty of his poetry laid him open to the in*

dignation of a poet of Auvergne, who criticifed and perfecutcd

him ; and adds, that he fuffered much for having neglecled the

favourites, bccaufe he impoliticly fancied it fufRcient to make his

court to their royal highnefles. Perceiving they grew cold to-

wards him, he lequeiled either to be difmiiled, or to have a

fixed penfion ; and to his great mortification, obtained the

former. About 1674. he publifhed two fmall volumes, which
he had compofed in the prifon of the Chatelet at Paris. He
was confined there at that time, but we know nothing of the

particulars relating either to his confinement or his enlarge-

ment. Daflbuci had feveral enemies : among the reft, Cyrano
de Bergerac, and Boileau. The p'ieces againll Soucidas, to be

. found in the works of Cyrano de Bergerac, are againfk Daflbuci.

Boileau has laflied him in the follov.'ing lines, after having de-

graded the burlefque kind of poetry on which Dailouci valued

himfelf

:

" Qu'enfin la cour defabufce

" Meprifa de ces vers I'extravagance aifee."

And, " Et jufqu'a Daflbuci tout trouva des lectures.'*

DATI (Carlo), profefTor of polite literature at Florence,

where he was born, became famous, as well for his works, as

for the eulogies which many writers have befcowed on him. He
was very officious and civil to all learned travellers who went
to Florence ; many of whom exprefTed their acknowledgment

of it in their writings.

Carlo Dati was a member of the academy della Crufca, ancL

in that quality took the name of Smarrito. He made a panegy-

ric upon Lewis XIV. in Italian, and publiflied it at Florence in

i5gg : the trench tranilation of it was printed at Rome the year

following. He had already publilhcd fome Italian poems In

praife of that prince. The book intituled, " Lettera dl Ti-

maur© Antiate a Filaleti, della vera ftorla della cicloide, e della

famofiflinia efperienza dell' argento vivo," and printed at Flo-

rence in 1663, was written by him j for it appears from the

26th page of the letter, that the pretended Timauro Antiate is

no other than Carlo Dati. In this work he endeavours to prove

two things : the one, that father Pvlurfennus is not the inventor

of the cycloid, as is faid in the hiftory of it, but that the glory

of that invention belongs to Galileo j the other, that Torricelli

was innocent of plagiarifm, when he pretended to be the firll

who explained the fufpenfion of quickfilver in a glafs tube by

the preflure of the air, for that he was the real author of this

fuppofition. But the chief work, to which our Dati applied

himfelf, was that Della Pittura Antica, of which he publifhed

an eflay in 1667, Bayie, fpeaking of this piece, fays that " it

woulfii
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'li'/ould have favcd him a great deal of trouble, as it would have

afforded him many materials in the article of Zeuxis, if he had

ihet with it fooner. It is the life of Zeuxis, together with thofe

of Parrhafius, Apelles; and Protogenes. The author," fays

Bayle, " hath collecfled whatever he found relating to thofe four

painters in the works of the ancients, and hath very exa6tly

conneded the whole. Befides, he hath added to each life fe-

deral remarks; full of very fine and curious erudition."

Carlo Dati died in 167 q, much lamented by all who knew
him, as well on account of his humanity and amiable manners,

as for his parts and learning. , .

DAVAL (PEf £K, Efq.), of the Middle Temple, a barrlfter

at law, afterwards mailer in Chancery, and at the time of his

death, Jan. 8, I763, accomptant-general of that court. At an

early petiod of life he tranflated the Memoirs of cardinal de

Retz, which wete printed in i2mo. 1723, with a dedication to

Mr. Congreve, who encouraged the publication. He was F. R. S.

and an able mathematician. In the dilpute concerning elliptical

arches, at the time when Black Friars bridge was biiilt, applica-

tion wa5 made by the committee for his opinion on the fubje£l.

His anfwer may be feen in the London Magazine, for March
1760.

DAVENANT (John), bifhop of Salifbury, and a very learn-

ed man, was the fon of an eminent merchant, and born in Wat-
ling-ftreet, London, about 1570. He was admitted of Queen's-

college, Cambridge, in 1587, where he took his degrees in arts

regularly. A fellowfliip was offered him about 1594, but his

father would not fuffer him to accept itj on account of his plen-

tiful fortune : however, after his father's deceafe, he accepted

of one, and was admitted into it in 1597. He took his do£lor's

degree in 1609, having long dillinguifhed himfelf by his parts

and learning ; and the fame year was elected lady Margaret's

profeffor of divinity. In i6i4-he was chofen mafcer of his

college ; and became fo confiderable, that he was one of thofe

eminent divines fent by James I. to the fynod of Dort in 1618.

He returned to England in May i6ig, after having vifited the

moll eminent cities in the Low-countries. In 1621 he was ad-

vanced to the fee of Salifbury, and continued in favour during

the remainder of James's reign; but in 1631 he incurred the

difpleafure of the court, by meddling, in afermon preached be-

fore the king at Whitehall, with the predeflinarian controverfy ;

** all curious fearcn into which" his majefty had llridlly en-

joinedj in his declaration prefixed to the 39 articles in 1628,
*' to be laid afide." For this pretended contempt of the king's

declaration he was not only reproved the fame day, but alfo

funamoned to anfwer two days after before the privy-council ;

aiul, though he was dilmiffed without further trouble, and even

K k 4 admitted
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admitted to kifs the king's hand, yet he was never afterwarda iil

favour at court. He died of a confumption, April 20, 1641, to

which, it is faid, a fenfe of the forrowful times he faw coming
on did not a little contribute j and was biiried in Salifbury ca-

thedral. He was a man of exemplary manners, and a great di-

vine ; but ftriclly attached to Calvinifm with all its abfurdi-

ties [x].

DAVENANT (Sir William), made his firll entry upon the

flageof this vain world, as Anthony Wood exprefles it, at Ox-
ford in 1605. His father kept an inn in that city, where Shake-

fpeare ufed to lodge in his journies between London and War-
wickfliire ; and, as his mother was a great beauty, fome have

furmifed, but without any foundation at all, that he derived his

very being, and along with it his poetical talents, from Shake-

fpeare. He was firft put to a grammar-fchool at Oxford ; and^

•when he had pafled through that, entered a member of Lin-

coln-college in that univerfity. But his genius leading him to

poetry, he made little or no progrefs in academical learning •,

but foon leaving the place, he became a page ro Frances duchefs

©f Richmond, and afterwards to Foulk lord Brook, who, being

a poet himfelf, was much delighted with him. In 1628 he

began to write plays and poems ; and acquired fo m.uch i-eputa-

tion for tafte and wit, that he was careffed by fome of the mofl

eminent men of his time. Sir Henry Blount, Edward Hyde
afterwards earl of Clarendon, the honourable Henry Howard,
and fir John Suckling, were amongft his intimate friends.

Wood relates, that fir William had the misfortune to lofe his

nofe about this time, from the effedls of a criminal commerce
v.'hich he had with a fine black girl in Axe-yard, Weltminfter j

and we find him raillied on this account by the contemporary

wits, and among the reft by Suckling, in his feflion of the

poets. But Davenant was fo little difturbed with their mirth,

,
that he him.felf was as merry as any of shem ; and harboured fo

little refentment againfl; the authorefs of his misfortune, that he

afterwards introduced her, in all her beauty, into his Gondi-
bert. In 1637, when Ben Jonfon died, he was cheated poet

laureat, to the great mortification of May, the tranflator of

Lucan, who was competitor for the place \ and who, upon be-

ing difappoiuted, carried his refentment fo far> that from being

[x] He wrote, t. A lacin expofition 1654, he publiflied the q,ueftions he had

»f St. Paul's epilile to the Coloffians, the difputed upon in the fchools, 49 in num~
thiid edition of which was printed at Cam- ber, under this title: D^terminationes

bridge in 1639. It is the fubitance of qusftionum quaruiidam theologicarum. 4.

Jeiftures, read by him as Margaret pro- Animadverfions upon a tieatile lately pub-

feffor. 2. Prselecliones de duobus in theo- lilhed, and intituled, Goa's love to man-
Jogia controverfis capitibus : dejudice con- kind, manlfefted by dil'proving his ablb-

trovei-fiarum, primo: de jufticia habitual) lute decree for their damnation, Camb.

tc aftwii, aliero, Caut. 1631. 3, la, 1641,

awarj|?
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"3. •<x'?.rm courtier he became a warmer mal-content, and cliftin-

guifntd himfclf afterwards againll his royal m.after, both as an

advocate and hillorian to parliament. In 1641 he was accufed

by the parUament of being embarked in a defign of feducing the

army, and bringing it again under the fubjetlion of the king

:

and after attempting to fave himfeif by flight, was feized ; but

being bailed, wichdrew foon after to France. After he had

fpent foms time there, he returned ; was entertained by Wil-

liam marquis of Newcallle, and by him made proprxfea: or

lieutenant-general of his ordnance. In 1643 he received the

honour of \nighthood from his majefty near Glouceder ; but,

upon the declining of the king's party, retired again to France.

Here he changed his religion for that of Rome, which circum-

flance probably might fo far ingratiate him with the queen, as

to induce her to truft him with the moft important concerns.

She fent him over to the king, as Clarendon tells us, to perfuade

him to give up the church for his peace and fecurity : but the

king was fo difpleafed with what he offered on this head, that

he forbad him ever coming into his prefence again.

He was afterwards employed by the queen to tranfport a con-

fiderable number of artificers from France to Virginia, having

obtained leave of the king of France fo to do : but in this under-

taking he was likewife unfortunate : for before the vefiel got

clear of the french coaft it was taken by fome of the parliament

fhips of war, and carried to England. He was firil imprifoned

in the ifle of Wight, and afterwards removed to the Tower of

London, in order to take his trial in the high court ofjuftice, 165 1

:

but at the intercefiion of Milton and fome others, his life was
faved, though we find him a prifoner in the Tower for two years

after. He was then fet at liberty by the lord keeper Whitlocke,

and had now nothing to employ his mir.i . but hov/ to procure an
honeft livelihood. Tragedies and comedies were then eileemed

very profane and unholy things ; which therefore being forbid-

den in thofe religious times, he was forced, as Dryden fays,
*' to turn his thoughts another way, and to introduce the exam-
ples of moral virtue written in verfe, and performed in recita-

tive mufic The original of this tpufic, and of the fcenes which
adorned his works, he had from the Italian operas ; but he
heightened his charatlers, as he imagines, from Corneille and
fome french poets." In this m.anner he made a fhift to fupporS

himfeif, till the reftoration of *^harles II. after which he re-

vived the juft drama, and obtained a patent for erecting a new
company ofadiors (under the patronage of James duke of York),
who acted many yeai's in little Lincoln's-inn Fields. Here he
died April 17, 1668, aged 63, and two da/3 after was interred

in Weltminiter-abbey , when, to the great grief of honefl Mr.
Wood, there was an inexcufable error committed in the cere-

3 niony,
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mony, the hurel-wreath through hafbe being fofgof, »)t'h:'*:ti

ihould have been pLicecl upon his coffin. On his grave-ftone is

infcribed, in imitation of Ben Jonfon's fliort epitaph, O rare
SIR William Davenant ! It may not be amifs to obferve, thai:

his remains relt very near the place out of which thofe of Mr,
Thomas May, formerly his competitor for the laurel, and af-

terwards hiftorian and fecretary to the parliament, were re-

moved, together with a fine monument and pompous infcrip-

tion ere6ted over him by an order of that houfe. His works were

publifhed by his widow in 1673, and dedicated to James duke

of York: they confift of plays and poems, among the lafr of which

is to be found the famous Gondibert, which has afforded fo

much cxercife to the wits and critics'.

DAVENANT (Charles), the eldefl fan of fir William Da-
venant, was born in 1656, and was initiated in grammar-learn-

ing at Cheame in Surry. Though he had the misfortune to

lofe his father when fcarce 12 years of age, yet care t^-aa takei-».

to fend him to Oxford to finilh his education, where he became

a commoner of Baliol college in 167 1. He took no degree, but

went to London, where, at the age of 19, he diftinguilhed him-

felf by a dramatic performance, the only one he pubiiihed, in-

tituled, *' Circe, a tragedy, ac\ed at his royal highnefs the duke

of York's theatre with great applaufe." This play was not

printed till two years after it wa3 atled ; upon which occafiorf

Dryden wrote a prologue, and the earl of Rochefter an epilogue.

In the former, there was a very fine apology for the author's

vouth and inexperience. He had a confiderable fliare in the

theatre in right of his father, which probably induced him to

turn his thoughts fo early to the itage 5 however, he was not

long detained there either by that, or the fuccefs of his playj but

applied himfelf to the civil law, in which, it is faid, he had the

degree of do»5lor conferred upon him by the univerfity of Cam-
bridge. He was elecled to reprefent the borough of St. Ive's in

Cornwall, in the firil parliament of James II. which was fum-

moned to meet in May 1085 ; and, about the fame time, jointly

empowered, with the mafter of the revels, to infped all plays,'

and to preferve the decorum of the ftage. He was alfo appointed

a commiffioner of the excife, and continued in that employment

for near fix years, that is, from 1683 to 1689 : however, he does

not feeni to have been advanced to this rank, before he had gone:

through fome lefler employments. In 1698 he v/asekiSled for

the borough of Great Bedwin, as he was again in 1700. He
was afterwards appointed infpeclor-general of the exports and

imports; and this employment he held to the time of his death,

which happened Nov. 6, 17 14. Dr. Davenant's thorough ac-

quaintance v\'ith the laws and conftitution of the kingdom, joined

to his great ikill iu figures, and his happinefs in applying thr\t

{kill
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ndll according to the principles advanced by fir William Petty

in his Political Arithmetic, enabled him to enter deeply into the

management of affairs, and procured him great fuccefs as a

writer in politics ; and it is remarkable, that though he was
advanced and preferred under the reigns of Charles II. and

James II. yet in all his pieces he reafons entirely upon revolu-

tion principles, and compliments in the highcft manner the vir-

tues and abilities of the prince then upon the throne.

His firll political work was, An eflay upon ways and means
of fupplying the war, 1695. In this treatife he wrote with fo

much llrength and perfpicuity upon the nature of funds, that

whatever pieces came abroad from the author of the effay oil

ways and means, were fufhciently recommended to the public;

an(l this was the method he ufuaily took to dillinguifli the writ-

ings he afterwards publifhed. 2. An eflay on the Eaft-In<lia

trade, 1697. I'his was nothing more than a pamphlet, writ-

ten in form of a letter to the marquis of Normandy, afterwards

duke of Buckinghamfnire. 3. Difcourfes on the public revenues,

and of the trade of England. Part i. To which is added, a

difcourfe upon impi'ovlng the revenue of the ilate of Athens,

written originally in greek by Xenophon, and now made eng-

liih from the original, with fome hiftorical notes by another

hand, 1698. This other hand was Walter Moyle, efq. who
. addrefled his difcourfe to Dr. Davenant. There is a paflage in

it which fhews, that there were fome thoughts of fending over

our author in quality of dire6lor-general to the Eair-Indies

;

and is alfo a clear teftimcny, what tliat great man's notions

were, in regard to the importance of his writings. It is this :

" The great trade to the Eaft-Indies, with fome few regula-

tions, might be eftabliflied upon a bottom more confiftent with

the manufa£lures of England ; but in ail appearance this is not

to be compafled, unlefs fome public-fpirited man, with a maf.*.

terly genius," meaning Dr. Davenant himfelf, " be placed at

the head of our affairs in India. And though we, who are his

friends, are loth to lofe him, it were to be wifhed for the good
of the kingdom, that the gentleman, whom common fame and
the voice of the world have pointed out as the ableft man for

fuch a flation, would employ his excellent judgment and talents

that way, in the execution of fo noble and ufctul a defign." 4,

Difcourfes on the public revenues, and on the trade of England,

which more imm.ediately treat of the foreign trafhc of this king^

dom. Part ii. 1698. 5. An eflay on the probable method of

making the people gainers in the balance of trade, 1699. 6. A
difcourfe upon grants and refumptions : (hewing, how our an-

ceftors have proceeded with fuch minifters as have procured to

tiiemfelves grants of the crown revenue ; and that the forfeited

eltates

6



5oS D A V E N A N T.

cftates ought to be applied to the payment of public debts, i7C(?*

7. EiTays upon the balance of power •, the right of making war,

peace, alliances; univerfal monarchy. To which is added, an

appendix, containing the records referred to in the fecond eflayy

1701. It was in this book that our author was carried away by

his zeal to treat the church, or at leafl fome churchmen, in fo

difrefpe6lful a manner, as to draw upon himfelf a cenfure from

one of the houies of convocation. 8. A picture of a modern
Whig, in two parts, 170;. There is, however, nothing but

general report, founded upon the likenefs of ftyle and other cir-

cumftantial evidence, to prove that this bitter pamphlet fell froni

the pen of our author ; and, if it did, he muft be allowed to

have been the greateft maRer of invedive that ever wrote in our

language^ 9. EfTays upon peace at home and war abroad, in

two parts, 1704. This is the firft piece our author publifhed,

after the time that he is fuppofed to have reconciled himfelf to

the miniftry ; it was fufpe£led to be written at the defire of lord

Halifax; and was dedicated to the queen. It drew upon him
the refentment of that party, by whom he had been formerly

efteemed ; but who now bellowed upon him as ill language, or

rather worfe, than he had received from his former opponents,

io. Reflections upon the conilitution and management of the

trade to Africa, through the whole courfe and progrefs

thereof, from the beginning of the laft century to this time,

&:c. 1709, fol. in 3 parts. 11. A report to the honourable the

commiflTioners for putting in execution the acl, intituled, an a£l

for the taking, examining, and dating the public accounts of

the kingdom, from Charles Davenant, LL. D. infpedlor-general

of the exports and imports, 17 12, parti. 12. A fecond report

to the honourable the commlinoners. Sic. 17 12. It may be ne-

ceffary to obferve, that feveral of the above-recited pieces were

attacked in the warmefl manner, at the time they were publifh-

ed ; but the author feems to have fatisfied himfelf in delivering

his fentiments and opinions, without fliewing any further con-

cern to defend and fupport them againil the cavils of party zeal

and contention. Moft of his political works were colle£led and

revifedby fir Charles Whitworth, in 5 vols. 8vo, 1771.

DAVENANT (William), younger brother to the former,

and fourth fon of fir William Davenant, was educated at Mag-

dalen-hall in Oxford, where he took the degree of B. A. in

J6-7. He tranllated into englifli from the french, a book, in-

tituled, Animadverfions upon the famous greek and latin hifto-

rians, written by la Mothe le Vayer, who w^as tutor to Lewis

km. He took the degree of M. A. in 1680; and about the

fame time, entering into orders, was prefented to a living in

the county of Surrey by his patron Robert Wymondfole, of

Putney,
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Putney, efq. He travelled with this gentleman Into Frnnce
5

and in tlie iummer of i6Sf, was unfortunately drowned in a

yivcr near Paris, as he was fuimming for hisdiverfion.

DAVENANT (John), a famous theological profeflbr, was

bred at Cambridge, and afterwards became bifhop of Salilbury.

He was a zealous and pious divine, and itrove hard to unite

chriftians into one fentimcnt, as appears by his book entitled,

*' Adhortatio ad communionem inter evangelicas ecclefias.'*

Died at Cambridge 1640. His principal works are : I. Prjelec-

tiones dc judice controverfiarum, Cantab. 1631, fol. 2. Com-
ment, in Epift. ad Colofl'. fol. 3. Liber de fervitutibus. 4. De-
tcrminatio qureftionum theologicarum quinquaginta, kc. in fol.

DAVENPORT (Christopher), a learned Englifhman, was

born at Coventry, in Warwickfhire, about 1598, and educated

in grammar-learning at a fchool in that city. He was fent to

Merton-college in Oxford at 1 5 years of age -, where, fpending

two years, he, upon an invitation from fome romifli prieft, af-

terwards went to Doway. He remained there for fome time ;

and then going to Ypres, he entered into the order of francif-

cans among the Dutch there, in 161 7. After feveral removals

from place to place, he became a mifTionary into England, where

he went by the name of Francifcus a San£la Clara ; and at length

was made one of the chaplains to Elenrietta Maria, the royal

confort of Charles I. Here he did all he could to promote the

caufe of popery, by gaining difciples, railing money among the

englifh catholics to carry on public matters abroad, and by writ-

ing books for the advancement of his religion and order. He
was very eminent for his \incommon learning, being excellently

verfed in fchool-divinity, in fathers and councils, in philofophers,

and in ecclefiailical and profane hiilories. He was, Wood tells

us, a perfon of very free difcourfe, while his fellow-labourer in

the fame vineyard, Hugh CreiTey, was referved ; of a lively

and quick afpedl, while Crefley was clouded and melancholy :

all which accompliflnnents made him agreeable to proteftants as

well as papifts. Archbifliop Laud, it leems, had fome know-
ledge of this perfon 5 for, in the feventh article of his impeach-

ment, it is faid, that " the faid archbilhop, for the advancement

pf popery and fuperftition within this realm, hath v/ittingly and
willingly received, harboured and relieved divers popifh priefts

and jefuits, namely, one called Sancta Clara, alias Davenport,

a dangerous perfon and francifcan friar, who hath written a
popifh and feditious book, intituled, Deus, Natura, Gratia, &c.

wherein the thirty-nine articles of the church of England, efta-

blifhed by acl of parliament, are much traduced and fcandalized :

that the faid archbifhop had divers conferences with Iiim, while

he was writing the faid book, &c." To which article, the arch-

bifhop made this anfwer :
'* I never faw that francilcan friar,

3anda
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Sancla Clara, in my life, to the utmofl of my memory, abovtf

four times or five at moR. He was firfi: brought to mc by Dr.
Lindfell : but I did fear, that he would never expound the ar-

ticles fo, that the church of England might have caufe to thank
Jiim for it. He never came to me after, till he was a^alofl: ready
to print another book, to prove that epifcopacy was authorifed

in the church by divine right ; and this was after thefe un-
happy ilirs began. His defire was, to have this book printed

here -, bu,t at his feveral addreffes to me for this, I ftill gave him
this anfwer: That I did not like the way which the church of
Rome went concerning epifcopacy ; thatl would never confent,

that any fuch book from the pen of a romanift fhould be printed

here j^thatthe bifliops of England are very well able to defend their

own caufe and calling, without any help from Rome, and would
dofo when they faw caufe : and this is all the conference I ever

had with him." Davenport at this time abfconded, and fpent

molt of thofe years of trouble in obfcurity, fometimes beyond
the feas, fometimes at f--ondon, fometimes in the country, and
fometimes at Oxford. After the reftoration of Charles II. when
ithe marriage was celebrated between him and Catharine of Por-
tugal, Sanfta Clara became one of her chaplains ; and was for

the third time chofen provincial of his order for England, where
he died May 31, 1680 [y].

DAVENPORT (John), elder brother of Chriftopher juft

mentioned, was born at Coventry in 1597 ; and fent from thence

with his brother to Merton-college in 1613. He afterwards

took a different route from him ; for whereas Chrifhopher went
to Doway, and became a cathoHc, John went to London, and
became a puritan. He was minifter of 8t. Stephen's in Cole-

man- (Ireet, and efteemed by his fanatical brethren a perfon of

excellent gifts in preaching, and in other qualities belonging to

a divine. About 1630 he was appointed by certain faction?

and difcontented perfons, one of the feoffees for the buying in

impropiiations ; but, that project mifcarrying, he left his paf-

toral charge about 1633, under pretence of oppofition from the

bifiiops, and v/ent to Amllerdam. Here, endeavouring to be

a miniller in the englifh congregation, and to join with them
in all duties, he wasoppofed by John Paget, an elder, on account

of jfome difference between them about baptifm ; upon which

[y] He was the author of feveraj was dedicated to Charles I. and Prynnc

vvorks : i.Paraphraftica expofuio aiiicu- contends, that the whole fcope of it, as

lorumconfeffionis anglicae, This book v/as, well as the paraphraftical expolition of the

we know not why, much cenfured by the articles, reprinted at the end of it in 1635,
jefuits, who would fain have had it burnt

;

was to reconcile the king, the chuich, and

but being loon .ifter licenfed at Rome, all the articles of our religion to the church of

farther rumour about it ftoppcd. 2. Deui, Rome. He publill-ied alfo a great number
Natura, Gratia: five, trartalus de pra- of other works, which are not now of eon-

ieftinatione d« mentisj &:<:/' This boot feijuence enough to be mentioned.

h£
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he wrote, in his own defence, " A letter to the dutch ClafTis,

containing a juit complaint againlt an unjull: doer j wher-in is

.declared the miferable ilavery and bondage that the englifli

church at Amiterdam is now in, by reafonof the tyrannical go-
vernment and corrupt doctrine of Mr. John Paget, their mi-

jiiiler, Amft. 1634." Two or three more pieces rchuing to this

controverfy were publiflied by him afterwards ; and fuch were
his parts and learning, that he drew away from them many of

their congregation, to whom he preached and prayed in private

houfes.

In the beginning of the rebellion, he returned into England,

as other nonconformifts did, and had a cure bellowed on him ;

hut finding matters not go on agreeably to his humour, he went
into New- England, and became a pallor of New-Haven there.

He afterwards removed from thence to Bofton in 1668, where
he died the year following. He was the author of, a Catechifm

containing the chief heads of the chrillian religion, which was
printed at London in 1059 : feveral fermons : the power of con-

gregational churches aflerted and vindicated : and of an expofi-

tion of the Canticles, which has never been publifned.

DAVID (St.). He was born fomev/here in Wales, foon

after the Saxons landed in this illand, and feems to have received

his education in the famous raonaftery of Bangor. In his early

youth he became a (Irong Itickler for the monadic life, and is

faid to have founded feveral convents in Wales ; but thefe con-

yents were very different from thofe in later times ; for the re-

clufes were not bound by oaths nor fupported in idlenefs. They
maintained themfelves by their labour, and the overplus they

gave to the poor. He is faid to have governed the fee of St.

David 6 c; years, and was buried in his own cathedral.

DAVID, the greatefl philofopher that ever Armenia pro-

duced, flourifhed about the middle of the vth century. He ac-

quired at Athens the knowledge of the language and the philo-

'fophy of the Greeks. He tranflated fuch of their books as he
thought the moft uieful. Far from fuperititioufly following

Plato and ArKlotle, like our european do£lors, he felefted from
both the one and the other what feemed juil and judicious to

him, at the fame time dete<^ing and refuting their errors. His
writings were preferved in the french king's library. They are

methodical and folid. His (lyle is flowing, accurate and clear.

DAVID (de Dinant), about the commencement of the

xiiith century, was the difciple of Amauri, and taught that God
was original matter. His fyltem was fomewhat fimilar to that

of Spinoza.

DAVID (George), a mod extraordinary fanatic, was the
fon of a waterman of Ghent, and educated a glazier, or, as

ibcae fay, a glafs-painter. He began about 1525 to preach fuch

whimfies
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whimfies as thefe, namely, that lie was the true Meffiali, tliie

third David, nephew of God, not after the flelh, but after the

fpirit. " The heaveiis," he faid, " being empty, he was fent

to adopt children worthy of that kingdom ; and to reftore Ifrael,

not by death, as Chriil, but by grace." With the fadducees, he
denied eternal life, the relurrection, .and the lad judgment

:

with the adr.mites, he was againft marriage and for a commu-
nity of women: and with the followers of Manes, he tlicught

that the body only, and not the foul,' could be defiled with fin.

According to him, the fouls of unbelievers ought to be faved,

and thofe of the apoftles damned. Lailly, he affirmed it folly

to believe that there was any fin in denying Jefus Chrifl ; and
ridiculed the martyrs for preferring death to apoftacy. A pro-

fecution being commenced againft him and his followers, he
fled firft to Friefland, and from thence to Bafil, where he lurked

under the name of John Bruck. He died in that city in 1556,
promifing to his difciples, that he fhould rife again in three days;

which, as it happened, was not altogether falfe •, for the ma-
giftrates of Bafil, underftanding at length who he vi^as, did,

:about that time, dig up his corpfe, which, together with his

writings, they caufed to be burned by the common executioner.

As great a madman as this George David was, he had -his fol-

lowers, which continued fome time after his death.

DAVID (de Pomis), a jewifli phyfician of the xvith century,

pretended to derive his defcent from an ancient family of the

tribe of Juda. He wrote : i. A traft de fenum affc6Hbus ; Ve-
nice 1588, 8vo. 2. A hebrew and rabbinical di6lionary, he-

brew and Italian, publilhed at Venice in 1587, folio, very ufeful

for thofe who wifh to read the rabbins, and abounding in learned

remarks on the literature of the jews.

DAVID (Gantz), a jewifh hiftorian of the xvith century,

hy whom we have a chronicle in hebrew, intituled, Tfemath
David, which is now fcarce ; Prague, 1592, 4to. Vorllius tranf-

lated a part of it into latin, v/ith notes; Leyden, 1644, 4to.

- DAVIES (Sir John), an eminent lawyer and poet, was the

ion of a wealthy tanner at Chifgrove in Wikfnire, v/here he

was born about 1570, He became a commoner of Quee:i's-

college, Oxford, in 1585 ; and, after having taken the degree of

jB. A. he removed to the Middle Temple ; and, applying him-
felf to the ftudy of the common lavi', was called to the bar.

Some time after, being expelled that fociety for beating a gen-

tleman at dinner in the common-hall, namely, Mr. Richard

Martin, afterwards recorder of London, he retired to Oxford,

and profecuted his ftudies diere ; but, being reinftated in the

Temple, he pra£i:ifed as a counfellor, and became a burgefs iu

jhe parliament in 1601. Upon the death of queen Elizabeth,

iie went with lord Hunfdon into Scotland, to congratulate king

James j
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James ; artd, being introduced, was particularly difllnguifhed.

The king enquiring of that lord the names of the gentlemen

who accompanied him, and hearing John Davies named, aflced

whether he was Nofce teipfum P And, upon being told he was,

his majelly gracioufly embraced him, and aflured him of his fa-

vour. This Nofce teipjum was a poem^f fir John's on the origi-

nal, nature, and immortality of the foul, publiihed in 1599, and

dedicated to queen Elizabeth. It was printed again 1622, and

again in 17 14 by Mr. N. Tate, who has given, in a preface, a

very advantageous charader of it -, and by Edward Capel in his

proiufions. This, together with other fmall poems, as, Hymns
of Aftrea in acroftic verfe ; Orcheftra, or, A poem expreffing

the antiquity and excellency of dancing, in a dialogue between

Penelope and one of her wooers, &c ; gained fir John the repu-

tation of a poet, and recommended him fo to king James, that

he made him firft his folicitor, and then his attorney-general in

Ireland; where, in 1606, he became one of his majefty's fer-

jeants at law, and was afterwards fpeaker of the houie of com-
mons in that kingdom. The year follov.'ing, he received the

honour of knighthood from the king at Whitehall. Jn 161

2

he quitted the poft of attorney- general in Ireland, and was made
one of his majefty's englifh ferjeants at law ; and, after his fet-

tling in England, one of the judges of aflize on the circuits.

In it)26 he was appointed lord chief juftice of the king's bench;

but, before his iijftallation, died fuddenly of an apoplexy. He
left behind him the character of a bold fpirit, a (harp and ready

wit, and of a man completely learned, but in reality more a

fcholar than a lawyer [zj.

Before we conclude, we muft obferve, that he married Elea-

nor Touchet, youngefl daughter of lord George Audley, after-

[z] We have already mentioned his ports of fir Edward Coke, 1651, izmo.

produdions as a poet; but he gave the It was written in french by fir John

world feveral pieces in quality of a lawyer. Davies, andtranflated into englifh by an-

1. A dilcovery of the true caufes why other hand. 5. jus imponendi vediga-

Ireland was never entirely fubdued, nor lia : or, the learning touching culloms,

brought under obedience of the crown of tonnage, poundage, and impoluions on

tngland, until the beginning of his ma- merchandizes, &c. aflerted, 16-6 and

jefty's happy reign, 1612, 4to. Dedicated 16^9, 8vo. Befides thefe, he left fomc

to the king, with this latin verfe only : MSS. namely, a large epiltle to Robert

Principis ett virtus maxima noffe fuos. earl of Salilbury, of the rtate ot the

2. A declaration of our fovereign lord counties of Monaghan, Fermanagh, and

the king, concerning the tide of his ma- Downe, and of juftices ot the peace, and

jefty's fon Charles, the prince and duke other officers of lit land, written in 1607 :

of Cornwall, 1614, fulio. Printed in and alfo a fpeech before Arthur lord Chi-

two columns, one french, the other eng- chefter, vifcount Behalf, lord lieutenant

lifh. 3. Lc primer reports des cafes & of Ireland, 21 May 1613, when he was

matters en ley refolves & adjudges en les fpeaker of the irilh houfe of commons,

courts del roy en Ireland, l^ublin, 161;,. Thefe pieces weie in the library of fir

Lend. 1628 and 1674, folio. To the James Ware of Ireland, and afterwards,

fecond edition was added a table. 4. A as Wood believes, in that ©f the earl of

pcriecf abridgement of the 11 books of re- Clarendon.

Vol. IV, l» 1 wards
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wards earl of Caftlehavcn ; by whom he had a fon, an idiot,

who died young j and a daughter named Lucy, who was married

to Ferdinand lord Haftjngs, afterwards earl of Huntingdon.

This Eleanor Touchet was a lady of a very extraordinary cha-r

rafter. She had, or pretended to have, a fpirit of prophecy

;

and her predictions, received from a voice which flic often

heard, as fhe ufed to tell her daughter Lucy, and flie others,

were generally wrapped up in dark and obfcure expreflions.

It was commonly reported, that, on the Sunday before her

hufband's death, as (he was fitting at dinner with him, flie fud-

denly burft into tears ; whereupon, he aflcing her the occafion,

ihe anfwered, " Hufband, thefe are your funeral tears ;" to which

he replied, *' Pray, wife, fpare your tears now, and I will be

content that you Ihall laugh when I am dead." After fir John's

death, fhe lived moftly at Parfton in Hertfordlhire ; and in

1649 an account was publiftied of her *' ftrange and wonder-

ful prophecies." She died in St. Bride's parifli, London, in

15525 and was buried in St. Martin's church in the fields, near

the remains of her hufband.

DaVIES (Dr. John), was born in Denbighftiire, and edu-

cated by William Morgan, afterwards bilhop of St. Afaph. He
was admitted a ftudent of Jefus-college, Oxford, in 15^9, and

afterwards became a member of Lincoln-college in the fame

univerfity. He was reftor of Malloyd, or Manylloyd in Me-
rionethlhire, and afterwards a canon of St. 4faph. He com-
menced doftor in 1616, and was highly efteemed by the uni-

verfity, fays Wood, as well vcrfed in the hiftory and anti-

quities of his own nation, and in the greek and hebrew lan-

guages ; a mod exa£l critic, and indefatigable fearcher into

antient writings, and well acquainted with curious and rare

authors [a].

DAVIES (John), an eminent and learned critic, was the fon

of a merchant in London, and born there April 22, 1679. After

being educated in claflTical learning at the charterhoufe-fchool,

he was, in 1691^, fent to Queen's-college in Cambridge ; where
he took the degree of B. A. in 169B. In 1701 he was chofen

fellow of his college ; and the year following took the degree of

^a] Hisworksare, r. A ntiquae linguae rum nomina, & quando floruerunf, i'>72,

Britannicz nunc communiterdidtae Cam- printed at the etid of the didlionary before

liro-Britanmca, a fuis Cymiscae »el Cam- mentioned. 4. Adagiorum britannicorum

bricae, ab aliis Wallicae mdimenta, &c. fpecimen, MS. Bibl. Bodl. He alfo af-

t6zi,8vo. 2. Didipnaiium Latino-Bri- filled W. Morgan, bi(hop of Landaff, and
lannicum, 16^2, folio. With ihis is Richard Parry, bi(hop of St Afaph, ii^

printed, Didlionaritim Latino-Britanni- tranllating the bible into welch, in that

sum, which was begun and greatly ad- corre(ft edition which came out in 1620.

vanced by Thomas WiUiims, phyfician. He alCo tranllated into the fame language

before I'l-'O. It was aferwards com- (which he had ftudied at vacant hours for

p'eted and publiflied by Dr. Davies. 3, 30 yeais) the book of " Rcfolution,'"

^digia bihiinnica, authorum britaanico- written by Robert Parfouf, ajefuit.

M. A=
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M. A. In 1 7 1 1 , having diflinguifhed himfelf by fcveral learned

publications hereafter to be mentioned, he was collated by

Moore, bifliop of Ely, to the reclory of Fen-Ditton near Cam-
bridge, and to a prebend in the church of Ely ; taking the fame

year the degree of LL. D. Upon the death of Dr. James, he
was chofen mafter of Queen's-college March 23, 1717-, and
created D. D. 17 17, when George I. was at Cambridge. He
died March 7, 1732, aged 53, and was buried in the chapel of

his college ; where a flat marble Hone was laid over his grave,

with a plain infcription. His mother, who was daughter of fir

John Turton, lent, is faid to have been living in 1743.
This learned man was not, as far as we can find, the author

of any original works, but only employed himfelf in giving fair

and corredt editions of fome greek and latin authors of anti-

quity. Thus in 1703 he publifhed in 8vo. i. Maximi Tyrii

diflertatlones, gr. & lat. ex interpretatione Heinfii, &c. 2. C.

Julii Cxfaris, & A. Hirtii qu3e extant omnia, Cant. 1706, 4to.

It was publifhed in 1727. 3. M. Minucii Faelicis 0£lavius,

Cant. 1707, 8vo. It was printed again in 17 12, 8vo. with the

notes greatly enlarged and corrected, and the addition of Com-
modianus, a writer of the cyprianic age. 4. Then he formed

a fchemc of publlfliing new and beautiful editions of Cicero's

philofophical pieces, by way of fupplement to what Grsevius

had publifhed of that author; and accordingly put out, in 1709,

hisTufculanarum difputationum, libri quinque, 8vo. This edi-

tion, and that of 1738, which Is the fourth, have at the end the

emendations of his intimate friend Dr. Bentley. The other

pieces were publifhed by our author in the following order

:

be natmra deorum, 1718. De divlnatione Sc de fato, 1721.

Academica, 1 725. De leglbus, 1727. De finlbus bonorum
& malorum, 1728. Thefc feveral pieces of Tully were printed

In 8vo. in a fair and handfome manner; have been received

with a general applaufe ; and have paf^ed, moft of them,

through feveral editions. He had alfo gone as far as the mid-

dle of the third book of Cicero's OfHces ; but being prevented

by death from finifhing it, he recommended it in his will to the

care of Dr. Mead, who put it into the hands of Dr. Thomas
Bentley, that he might fit and prepare it for the prefs. But the

houfe where Dr. Bentley lodged, which was in the Strand,

London, being fet on fire through his carelelTnefs, as it is faid,

by reading after he was in bed, Davies's notes and emendations

perifhed in the flames. 5. Another undertaking publifhed by our

learned author, which we have not already mentioned, was,

La£lantii FIrmiani epitome divinarum inflitutionum, Cantab.

17 18, 8vo.

His labours have been well received both at home and abroad.

Abbe d'Olivet in particular, the french tranflator of Cicero de

L 1 2 Natura
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Natura T)eorum, gives him juft commendations for his beauti«

ful edition of that book ; but feems afterwards to have altered

his opinion, as appears from the harfti judgement he pafled

upon him, in the preface to his new edition of Tully's

works [b].

DAVIES (John), a celebrated writing mailer, and a poet i

flourifhed at the beginning of the 17th century. He was fent

from the grammar fchool to Oxford ; Wood fays he knows
not to what houfe of learning he belonged, though he remained

there feveral years. He came up to London, and it appears

that he lived in Fleet-ftreet, in 161 1, and was a roman catho-

lic, for which anecdote vide Peck's Defiderata Curiofa, vol. ii.

in the life of Arthur Wilfon. The titles of many of his pieces

are in the Athen. Oxon. as St. Peter's complaint, &c. 4to. 1595 j

Microcofmus, 4to. Oxford, 1603; Wit's Pilgrimage, &c.
The Scourge of Folly, which chiefly eonfifts of epigrams, is omit-

ted in that lift. We have befides, his Anatomy of fair writing,

a copy-book, which has been praifed by Moore above its de-

ferts. According to Fuller he died about 161 8, and an edition

of this laft work was printed in 1 639.
DAVIES (Samuel), an American clergyman of diflcnting

principles, and known by 3 vols, of fermons, in 8vo. edited by
Dr. Gibbons, of London. He was born November 3, 1724,

in the county of Newcaftle in Delaware in America, and de-

. {Igned by his friends for the gofpel-ivork. In 1759 he fuc*

ceeded Mr. Jonathan Edwards as prefident of his college of

new Jerfey, and which he held to his death on Feb. 4, 1761.

He was fucceeded in his poft by the rev. Dr. S. Finley, who
died on the 17th of July 1766, being the fourth prefident that

filled that chair in the (liort fpace of lefs than 9 years.

DAVIES (Thomas), bookfeller •, a man of uncommon
ftrength of mind, and who prided hlmfelf on being through

life " a companion of his fuperiors." In 1728 and 1729116
was at the univerfity of Edinburgh, completing his education ;

and \x\. 1736 we find him among the dramatis perfons of Lil-

[b] We will here fubjoin this cenfure explicuit. At minime ferendus eft, qui,

for the fake of the curious and learned antiquis ledlionibus e textu exterminatis,

leader. " Joannes Davifius Anglus his fuis autem in earum locum fomniis, fi

viginti annis pleraque Cicercnis philofo- diis placet, inducendis, novum velit ar-

phtca edidit, operis Grasviani perfedo- chiteftari Ciceronem : adeo ut, fi qua
lem fe profeffus, Verum, ut erumpat ejus volumina fecundis tertiifve curis re-

aliquando ex me vera vox, ii dicam line tradata in lucetn rcdierint, ultima editio

circuitione quod fentio, homini homo quid fit etiam ptffima : fufcepto quali ccrta-

piseftat ! Qnse in Grjevio rnodeftia, quam mine cum popular! fuo Ricardo IJentleio,

ingenuus pudor ! In altero quae confiden- quern fuaium ad Tufculanas emendatio-

tia, aut, ne dixerim moUius, quae pro- num approbatorem amplificatoremque ha-
cjcitis ! Tamen fateor, & libenter qui- buerat, uter efTet in contaminandis vete-

dem, fuit in eo ingenium perfpicax, acu- rum exemplaiibus licentior." Ciceron.

turn, folers; itaque locos aliquot feliciter oper. praf. ad Vol. 1.

7 lo'§
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lo*s celebrated tragedy of Fatal Curiofity, at the theatre in the

Haymarket, where he was the original reprefentator of young
Wihnor, under the management of Henry Fielding. He af-

terwards commenced bookfeller in Duke's court, but met with
misfortunes which induced him to return to the theatre. For
feveral years he belonged to various companies at York, Dub-
lin, and other places -, at the firfl of which he married mifs

Yarrow, daughter of a performer there, '\V^hofe beauty was not

more remarkable than the blameleflhefs of her condu£l and
the amiablenefs of her manners. About 1752 he returned to

London, and with Mrs. Davies was engaged at Drury-lane,

-where they remained for feveral years in good eftimation with
the town, and played many chara£ters, if not with great ex-

cellence, at leaft with propriety and decency. Churchill, in his

indifcriminate fatire, has attempted to fix fome degree of ridi-

cule on Mr. Davies's performance 2 but the pen of a fatirift is

not entitled to implicit credit. Mr. Davies exchanged the

theatre for a (hop in RufTel-ftreet, Covent-garden, about 1762 ;

and we ftiould have been happy could we have recorded that

his efforts in trade had been crowned with the fuccefs which his

abilities in his profeflion merited. In 1778 he became a bank-

rupt ; when, fuch was the regard entertained for him by his

friends, that they readily confented to his re-eftablifhment

;

and none of them, as he fays himfelf, were more aclive to ferve

him than th9fe who had fuffered moft by his misfortunes. But
all their efforts might poffibly have been fruitlefs, if his power-
ful and firm friend Dr. Johnfon had not exerted himfelf to the

utmoft in his behalf. He called upon all over whom he had
any influence to affift Tom . Davies ; and prevailed on Mr.
Sheridan, patentee of Drury-lane theatre, to let him have a be-

nefit, which he granted on the moft liberal terms. In 1780,
by a well-timed publication, the Life of David Garrick, which
has pafled through feveral editions, Mr. Davies acquired much
fame, and fome money. He afterwards publiftied Dramatic
Mifceiianies in 3 vols, of which a fecond edition appeared a

few days only betore the author's death. His other works are j

1. Some memoirs of Mr. Henderfon. 2. A review of lord

Chefterfield's charadfers. 3. A life of Maffinger. 4. Lives of

Dr. John Eachard, fir John Davies, and Mr. Lillo ; and fugi-

tive pieces without number in profe and verfe in the St. James's

Chronicle and almoft all the public newfpapers. The compiler

of this article knew him well •, and has pafled many convivial

hours in his company at a focial meeting, where his lively fal-

lies of pleafantry ufed to fet the table in a roar of harmlefs mer-
riment. The lift time he vifired them he wore the appearance

of a fpeiftre ; aid, fenfiblc of his approaching end, took a folemn

valediction of all the company. Mr. Davies died the 5th of

L 1 3 May,
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May, 1785, and was buried, by his owndefire, in the vault of

St. Paul, Covent-garden, clofe by the fide of his next door

neighbour the late Mr. Grignion, watchmaker [c].

DAVILA, a celebrated hiftorian, was born of an illuftrious

family in the ifle of Cyprus. His anceftors had fuftained the

office of high-conftables in that ftate, and were pofTelTed of

large fortunes : but, the Turks making themfelves mafters of

the ifland in 1571, Davila was forced to abandon his country.

He fled to Avila in Spain j induced thereto by a tradition,

•which prevailed in his family, that his anceftors had derived

their name and origin from this town. Here, upon the credit

of his name and family, joined to the little remaining fubftance

he had brought with him, he thought he fhould be able to fup-

port himfelf with tolerable comfort : but, finding himfelf mif-

taken, he went to France, where he was greatly carelTed in the

court of Henry III. and had many fervices done him by people

of the firft quality. He had a brother and two fifters, who
were taken into the fervice of Catherine de Medicis : but this

queen dying in 1 5 89, and the king foon after, broke again all

Davila's meafures. He continued however in France fome

time under the reign of Henry IV. and behaved himfelf very

gallantly in feveral military expeditions. Afterwards he went

TO Venice, where he had a very honourable penfion fettled on

him by the republic, in whofe fervice his brother Lewis Davila

had formerly been a commander. He was at iVdua when he

obtained a formal commifiion from Venice to remove to Ve-
rona; which being a very advantageous thing for him, he

made no delay, but fet out immediately. When he was upon

his journey, he requefted carriages for the conveyance of his

goods, which was lawful for thofe who had received any fort

of commiffion from the republic ; but inftead of being ferved

in the manner he ought to have been, he was treated at one

place very ill ; and his fervants and attendants were infulted by

the perfon whofe duty it was to furnifh him. Davila prefented

his commifiion in the gentleft manner imaginable ; but this mode-
ration and candour, as it ufually happens, only ferved the more
CO exafpcrate the man 5 who immediately difcharged a piflol

at him, and wounded him in fuch a manner that he died

a ihort time after. Davila had a fon with him of about 1 8 years of

age ; who had fplrit enough to revenge the death of his father

upon the murderer, whom he fell upon diredly, and cut to

pieces.

[cj The foUowing lines were given in the newfpaperi, as contiibuting to mark the

Here lies the author, aftor, Thomas Davies

;

Living he (hone a very rara avis.

The fcenes he played, life's audience muft commend

:

Hi hanoured Garrick—Johnfon was his friend. • '

When
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When Davila was come to Venice, he wrote his Hiftory of

the civil Wars of France. It is divided into 15 books, and con-

tains every thing worth notice that pafled, from the death of

Henry 11. 1559, to the peace of Vervins 1598. This hiftory

has always been highly efteemed. Lord Bolingbroke calls it a

noble one, and fays, that he " fliould not fcruple to confcfs it

in many refpeQs equal to that of Livy." Davila has indeed

been fufpedled and accufed of too much refinement and fub-

tlety, in developing the fecret motives of a£lions, in laying the

caules of events too deep, and deducing them often through

a feries of progreffion too complicated, and too artfully wrought.

But yet, as the noble lord goes on in his letters on the ftudy of

hillory, I. v. " the fufpiclous perfon, who fliould reject this hif-

torian upon fuch general inducements as thefe, would have no
grace to oppofe his fufpicions to the authority of the firft duke
of Epernon, who had been an aftor, and a principal a^kor too,

in many of the fcenes that Davila recites. Girard, fecretary

to this duke, and no contemptible biographer, relates, that this

hiftory came down to the place where the old man refided in

Gafcony, a little before his death ; that he read it to him

;

that the duke confirmed the truth of the narrations in it ; and
feeiTied only furprifed, by what means the author could be fo

well informed of the moft fecret councils and meafures of thofe

times."

DAVILA (Peter Francis), direflor of the cabinet of na-

tural hiftory at Madrid, and member of the academy of Berlin ;

died at the beginning of 1785, fuccefsfuUy cultivated conchy-

liology and mineralogy. He kept up .a conftant correfpondence

with the literati of Europe, who refpe6led his talents, and loved

him for his obliging manners. The catalogue of his cabinet,

publiflied in 3 vols, is in great requeft among the naturalifts.

DAVIS (Henry EdwaRds), fon of Mr. John Davis, of

Windfor, was born July 11, 1756, and educated at Ealing,

Middlefex ; whence he removed to Baliol-college, Oxford,

May 17, 1774, where he took his degree of B. A. about January

1778. In the fpring of that year he wrote an examination of

the " Hiftory of the decline and fall of the roman empire," in

which it muft be confefTed, that he evinced more knowledge
than is ufually found at the age of 21. This was anfwered by
the hiftorian in a vindication, which brought out a reply by Mr.
Davis. In 1780, having entered into prieft's orders, he was
made a fellow of his college j and, for fome time before his

death, had the office of tutor, which he difcharged with a fo-

licitude and conftancy too great for the fenfibility of his mind,
and the dehcacy of his conftitution. A lingering illnefs re-

moved him from the fociety of his many eftiniable friends, and
deprived the public of his expeded fervices. Affeded by the

L.I4 ftrongeft
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ftrongeft and tenderefl of thofc motives, which endeaf life and
fubdue fortitude, he fuflained the flow approaches of diflblution,

not only refigned but cheerful •, fupported by the principles he had
well defended. Feb. lo, 1784, without any apparent change,

between a placid {lumber and death, he expired. He was buried

at Windfor, the place of his nativity. He had cultivated a tafte

for elegant literature, particularly in poetry. Though his voice

was not ftrong, his elocution was diflinfl:, anitnated, unafFe6led,

and pathetic The cheerfulnefs and vivacity of his converfation,

the warmth and benevolence of his heart, fixed by principle, and
animated by fentiment, rendered him in his private charadler,

alike amiable and worthy of efteem.

DAVISON (Jeremiah), a portrait painter, born In England,
of fcots parents -, fludied fir Peter Lely, and excelled in painting

fatins. Died 174.5.

DAUMIUS (Christian), a native of Mifnia, regent of the

college of Zwickau, died in 1687, at the age of 75, with the re-

putation of one of the greateft fcholars of his age. He was mafter

of the languages both dead and living. We are indebted to him
for good editions of many works of antiquity, and feveral other

writings ; a teftimony at once of his induilry, and the fuperiority

of his talents. The moft efteemed of them are : i . Tra^tatus de

caufis amiflarum quarumdam linguae latina? radicum, 1642, 8vo.

2. Indagator & reflltutor graecse lingua radicum, 8vo. 3. Epif-

tolx; lena, 1670, 410; Drefden, 1677, S^^- 4- Poems, &c.
DAUN (Leopold Count), prince of Tiano, knight of the

golden fleece, grand-croix of the order of Maria Therefa, field

marftial, minifter of ftate, prefident of the aulic council of war,

was born in 1705, of an antient and illuftrious family. He was
colonel of a regiment of Infantry in 1 740, and diftingulfhed him-
felf In the war which Maria Therefa carried on for the preferva-

tlon of the dominions which were left her by Charles VI. The
fucceeding war procured him a ftill more brilliant fame. Prince

Charles of Lorraine being befieged In Prague, Dauri, at the head
of an army got together In hade, took the refolution to force th&

enemy to raife the fiege, gave battle to the king of Pruflia at Chot-

chemitch, the 1 8th of June, 1 75 7, and gained a complete vi£lory.

It was on this occafion that the emprefs-queen inftituted the mili-

tary order that bears her name. The battle of Hochkirchen, in

1758, added frefh laurels to thofeof the deliverer of Prague. In

1760 he forced the king of Pruflia to raife the fiege of Drefden,

by a feries of meafures proceeding from the profoundeft delibera-

tion, which had already delivered Olonutz in 1 758. He attacked

the Pruflians in 1759 at Pirna,took the whole army commanded
by general Finck, and made them prifoners of war. He had not

the fame fuccefs at Siplitz near Torgau, in 1760, where the

enemy, already defeated, regained, after the marflial had been

obliged
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oWiged to retire from the field on account of a dangerous wound,
a fuperiority which decided the viftory in his favour. The peace

of Hubertfbourg put an end to his fuccefles in 1763. He died

at Vienna, the 5th of February 1 766, at the age of 61, with the

reputation of an experienced, brave, circumfpe£t general, fore-

feeing and examining all the fchemes of his enemy before he
refolved to give him battle ; humane and compaflionate, uniting

the virtues of the chriflian vi'ith thofe of the foldier. Occafions

where prudence was more neceflary than activity, were particu-

larly favourable to him. His perceptions were quick and fure;

but, when the urgency of the moment excluded maturity of re-

flexion, he found it diihcult to take a vigorous determination.

Accordingly his victories were often without efteiSl, and the

vanquifhed, by bold and rapid manoeuvres, fometimes repaired

their defeat before it had been publifhed by the voice of fame-.

D'AUNOIS (The Countefs) gained fome reputation in the

laft century by her Romances and Travels into Spain, which are

written with freedom. She died in 1705.

DaURAT (John), an eminent french poet, was born near
the head of the Vienne about 1507. Going to the capital of the

kingdom to finifh his ftudies, he there made an extraordinary

progrefs, and diftinguifiied himfelf in fuch a manner by his fkilt

in greek, and his talent at poetry, that he became one of the pro-

feflbrs of the univerfity of Paris. In 1560 he fucceeded John
Stracellus in the polt of king's reader and profefTor of greek;

but before this he had been principal of the college of Coqueret,

after having been tutor to John Antony de Baif, in the houfe of

his father Lazarus de BaYf, who was mafter of the requefts-

He continued to in(lru£l this young pupil in the college of Co-
queret ; and he had alfo the famous Ronfard for his fcholar

there, during the fpace of feven years- One of the moil glo-

rious eulogies of Daurat is, that his fchool produced a great

number of able men. His generofity and want of manage-
ment reduced him to poverty, and procured him a place in the

lift of thofe learned men who have been very near ftarving. Iii

the reign of Henry II, he had been preceptor to the king's pages;

and Charles IX. honoured him with the title of his poet, and
took great delight in convcrGng with him. Confidering the

age in which he lived, he may be pardoned for his liking to

anagrams, of which he was the firll reilorer. It is pretended,

that he found the model of them in Lycophron ; at leaft he
brought them into fo much vogue, that every body would needs

be trying at them ; and he pafled for fuch a conjurer in that

way, that feveral illuftricus perfons gave him their names to

anagrammatife. He undertook alfo to explain the centuries of

Noilradamus, which he was thought by fome to do v»ith fuch

fuccefs, tliat he feemed to be invefted with the character of

his
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his interpreter or fub-prophet. When he was near 80, having
loft his firft wife, he married a young girl ; and by her hart

a Ion, for whom he fhewed his fondnefs by a thoufand
ridiculous adlions. He ufed to fay, by way of excufe for

this marriage, that " it was a poetic licence j and that, being
to die by the thruft of a fword, he chofe to perform the exe-

cution with a bright fword, rather than a rufty one." He had
by his firft wife, among other children, a fon, who was the

author of fome french verfes, printed in a coUeftion of his own
poems ; and a daughter, whom he mar-ried to a learned man,
named Nicolas Goulu, in whofe favour he refigned his place

of regius profeflbr of the greek tongue. He made a great

many verfes in latin, greek, and french : and indeed it was his

difeafe to make too many •, for no book was printed, nor did

any perfon of confequence die, but Daurat made fome verfes

on the fubje£l ; as if he had been poet in ordinary to the king-

dom, or his mufe had been an hired mourner. Some have
faid that the odes, epigrams, hymns, and other poems in greek

and latin, compofed by Daurat, amount to about 50,000 verfes;

and make what abatement we will from this prodigious num-
ber, it is certain, that he compofed a great many poems in

thofe two languages, befides what he wrote in french. He was
fo good a critic, that Scaliger, as he faid, knew none but him
and Cujacius, who had abilities fuflicient to reftore antient au-

thors ; but he has prefented the public with very little of that

kind, fome remarks on the Sybilline verfes in Opfopseus's edi-

tion being all we can recoUedl at prefent. Scaliger tells us, and

he laughs at him for it, that he fpent the latter part of his life

in endeavouring to find all the bible in Homer. He died at

Paris, 1588, aged oi ; and fince his death there have been pub-

liftied collections of his verfes, but not good ones.

DAWES (Sir William), an eminent englifti prelate, was
the youngeft fon of fir John Dawes, bart. and born at Lyons
near Braintree in Eflex, Sept. 12, 1671. He was educated at

Merchant-taylors fchool in London, where he made a great

proficiericy in claflical learning ; and was alfo tolerably verfed

in the hebrew tongue, even before he was r 5 years of age :

which was chiefly owing to the additional care that Kidder,

afterwards biftiop of Bath and Wells, but then re£lor of Rayne
near Braintree, was pleafed to take of his education. In 1687

he was fent to St. John's college in Oxford ; but his father's

title and eftate defcending to him, upon the death of his two

elder brothers, about two years after, he left Oxford, and en-

tered himfelf a nobleman in Catharine-hall, Cambridge. He
took pofleffion of his eldell brother's chambers, who died there

juft before of a fever, at the fame time that his other brother,

who was lieutenant of a ftiip, was unhappily drowned. After

he
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he had taken the degree of M. A. he vifited his eftate in Effex,

and intended to make a Ihort tour into fome other parts of the

kingdom, which he had not fcen -, but his progrefs was ftopped

by his happening to meet with Frances, the eldeft daughter of

fir Thomas Darcy, of Braxftead Lodge in Eflex, a fine and ac-

complilhed woman, whom he foon after married.

As foon as he arrived at the proper age, he was ordained

deacon and priell by Compton, bifliop of London. He intended,

from the very firft, to enter into orders j and is faid to have

prepared himfelf for this, by making fome of the moft eminent

cnglifti divines his (ludy, while he was very young. Shortly

after, he was created D. D. by a royal mandate, in order to be

<}ualified for the mafterfliip of Catharine-hall, to which he was

unanimoufly elected in 1696, upon the death of Dr. John

Eachard. He did feveral beneficial ads to his college : par-

ticularly, he contributed liberally towards the finiftiing a chapel,

which his predeceflbr had begun -, and, by his intereft at court,

procured the firft vacant prebend of Norwich to be annexed,

by zO: of parliament, to the mafterfhip of Catharine-hall for

ever. In 1696 he was made a chaplain in ordinary to king

William ; and fliortly after, was prefented by his majefty to x

prebend in the church of Worcefter. Sir William, it feems,

had pleafed the king fo well in a fermon, preached at White-

hall Nov. 5, 1696, that his majefty fent for him, and without

any foUicitation gave him this prebend ; telling him at the fame

time, that ** the thing indeed was but fmall, and not worth his

acceptance, but as an earneft of his future favour, and a pledge

of what he intended for him." Nov. 10, 1698, he was collated

by archbifhop Tenifon to the re£l:ory, and the month following

to the deanery of Bocking in Eflex ; where he behaved in a

very charitable and exemplary manner. His hiftorian tells us,

that by way of preferving an harmony and good underftanding

with his people, he ufed, every Sunday, to invite a certain num-
ber of the better fort to dine with him -, which, it muft be

confefled, was no bad fcheme. He ufed alfo to preach con-

ftantly himfelf, while he continued re£tor of that pariih. " His

difcourfes," fays the fame author, " were plain and familiar, and

fuch as were beft adapted to a country audience ; yet under his

management and manner of expreffion, they far furpafl'ed the

moft elaborate compofitions of other men. For fuch was the

comelinefs of his perfon, the melody of his voice, the decency of

his a£lion, and the majefty of his whole appearance, that he

might well be pronounced the moft complete pulpit-orator of

his age." And this indeed conveys a true and juft idea of this

prelate, who owed his advancement chiefly to thefe popular

qualities, and not to any uncommon-fized abilities, of which he

docs not appear to have been poflefled: fo that when thefe

fame
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fame fermons at court and in the country came to be priniect

and read, it was a matter of great wonder with many, who did

not confider what it is that fets off a fermon from the pulpit,

how they happened to be fo extravagantly admired when they

were preached : an obfervation that may be extended to many
other coUedlions of pulpit difcourfes.

After queen Anne's acceflion, fir William was made one of

her chaplains, and was in a fair way for fome of the highefl

dignities in the church. Accordingly, though he miffed the

bilhopric of Lincoln, which was vacant in 1705, yet her ma-
jefty, of her own accord, named him to the fee of Chefter in

1707. The reafon of his miffmg Lincoln was his having,

in a fermon upon January 30, uttered fome bold truths which
were not agreeable to certain perfons in power; who took oc-

cafion from thence to perfuade the queen, contrary to her in-

clination, to give it to Dr. Wake, afterwards archbifliop of

Canterbury. This however made no impreffinn upon fir William;

and therefore, when he was told by a certain nobleman, that he

had loft a biftiopric by his preaching, his reply was, that " as

to that he had no manner of concern upon him, becaufe his in-

tention was never to gain one by it." In 17 14 he was tranf-

lated to the archiepifcopal fee of York ; at which time he was
alfo made a privy counfellor of (late. He continued above 10

years in this high ftation, much honoured and refpecled ; and

then a diarrhaea, to which he had been fubjedl aforetime, coming

to be attended vi'ith a fever, and ending in an inflam.mation

of his bowels, put a period to his life April 30, 1724. He was

buried in the chapel of Catharine-hall, Cambridge, near his lady,

who died Dec. 22, 1705, in her 29th year. He had feven chil-

dren, three of which only, namely, Elizabeth, Jane, and Darcy,

furvived him.

He was the author of feveral pieces, fome of which were pub-

lilhed by himfelf, and others after his deceafe, under the title of

his Whole works, with a preface, giving fome account of the

life, writings, and character of the author, 1733, in 3 vols- 8vo.

Thofe publiffied by himfelf were, i. An anatomy of atheifm,

1693. This is a poem confifting of five llieets, and was written

by the author before he v/as 18 years of age. It is more remark-

able for its argument and eafinefs of diction, than for any brifknefs

and force of imagination. 2. The duties of the clofet, &c.

written before he was 21 years of age. 3. The duty of com-
municating explained and enforced, &c. compofed for the ufe

of his parifliioners at Bocking. 4. Sermons preached upon fe-

veral occafions before king Vv illiam and queen Anne, 1 707, 8vo.

dedicated to that queen. 5. A pi-eface to the Vv-orks of biftiop

Blackall, publiflied in 1723. There were few qualities tliat

could adorn a man either in private or public life, as a layman
or
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or ecclefiaftlc, which he did not poflefs in an eminent de-

gree.

DAWES (Richard), an englifli fcholar, celebrated for the

publication of a work, intituled, Mifcellanea Critica, was born

in 1708; and after a fchool education under Mr. Anthony
Blackwail, admitted of Emanuel-college Cambridge, in 1725.
In 1736 he publifhed a fpecimen of a greek tranflation of Paradife

Loft ; of which, in his preface to the Mifcellanea Critica, he

had candour enough to point out the imperfections himfelf.

** The blot of his life was taking part againft Bentley, from
whom the prefent father of greek literature in this country,

Mr. Toup, acknowledges to have learnt more, than from all the

critics of all the ages before." So writeth our author ; whofe
very fingular critique we leave to the animadverfions of the

learned reader. Mr. Dawes died in 1766, and left fome iMSS.

to which Mr. Burges, who has lately publiflied an improved
edition of the Mifcellanea Critica, had accefs. There are fome
others in Dr. Alkew's colledlion, who bought Mr. Dawes's
library.

DAY (John) was one of the moft eminent printers of his

time ; he lived over Alderfgate, under which he had a (hop.

He had alfo a larger at the weft door of St. Paul's. He printed

the bible dedicated to Edward VI. fol. 1549; alfo Latimer's

fermons ; feveral editions of the Book of Martyrs ; Tyndale's

works, in i vol. fol. fome of Roger Afcham's works ; and many-

others of lefs note. He died the 23d of July, 1584. It is inti-

mated in his epitaph, that Fox undertook the a6ls and monu-»

ments at his inftance :

He fet a Fox to write how martyrs runne

By death to lyfe.

DAY (Thomas), born in London June 22, 1748. His father

enjoyed a confiderable office in the cuftoms, and his mother
was the daughter of Samuel Bonham, efq. While yet in his

infancy, he had the misfortune to lofe his father ; and Mrs.
Day having removed to Stoke Newington, fent her fon to a
child's fchool in that village ; and when he was of a proper

age, (he placed him in the Charter-houfe, under the care of Dr„
Crufius, whofe abilities and difcipline as a mafter v/ere well

known and juftly celebrated. After remaining eight or nine
years in that feminary, he wzs entered at the age of 16 of the

college of Corpus Chrifti, Oxford. How long he continued at

the unlverfity is not known ; but we are informed that he took
none of the ufual degrees. It is certain, however, that at a very

early age he applied affiduoufly to his ftudies. An enthufiafm
for virtue, and coufequently a ftrong abhorrence of female fe-

duction, had made fo forcible an imprcflion on his mind, that

when
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when he was only feventeen, he difcovered a degree of hcroifra

which may juftly be termed quixotic. At that period a noble-

man having feduced a female, and afterwards abandoned her a

wretched vi<Elim to penury and proftitution, excited the indig-

nation of the young adventurer. He wrote a remonftrance to

the feducer, and concluded it with a challenge, of which, how-
ever, it does not appear that any notice was taken. His en-

thufiafm was afterwards difplayed in the education of two female
children, whom he intended to educate in fome meafure after

the fyftem of Roulfeau. Finding, however, this project im-
practicable, he was obliged to relinquifh it j yet he ftill con-
tinued his prote6tion, and placed them in a boarding-fchool

for the completion of their education. While he was en-
gaged in this fcheme, he became acquainted with Dr. Small,

a phyfician in Birmingham. The do6tor, with the kind of-

ficioufnefs of a friend, endeavoured to reftify his views, and
controul the exuberance of his imagination. Mr. Day at one
time v/iflied to enter on the iludy of medicine, but was dif-

fuaded from putting it into efFeft by the fuggeftions of Dr.
Small, who reprefented to him the uncertainty to which the

profeflbrs of that art are liable ; and the diiHculty attending

an application of the knowledge that might be acquired to par-

ticular cafes. The remonllrances of his friend feem to have
had the defired effe£l. He altered his plan of operations. In

the defign of applying to the ftudy of the law, he entered him-
felf a (indent of the Middle Temple, and at the ufual period

was called to the bar, but he never pra^lifed in the profefhon.

In the latter end of the year i 774 we find Mr. Day at BruiTels,

where he received the afflicling news that Dr. Small lay dan-

geroufiy ill of a fever. In confequence of this he haftened to

England with all poffible expedition, and arrived but juft in time

to fee his friend expire. To foothe his mind under this deep

afflidlion, he compofed fome pathetic lines on the death of one
whom he fo much admired when living. Thefe verfes being

thought to contain an exa6t delineation of the poet's own cha-

rafter, and as they were never employed to the purpofe for

which they were originally intended, they were afterwards in-

fcribed on his own tomb by the direction of his widow.
In 1773 appeared his firil literary production, in the compo-

lition of which he was affifted by his friend and fchool-fellow,

Mr. John Bicknell. It was built upon a fadt which had been

recently mentioned in the newfpapers. Some years afterwards

he pubiifhed part of a letter which he had written to an |Ame-
rican on the fubje^l of the flave trade. This appeared under the

title of, A Fragment of a Letter, and was addreifed to the united

Hates of America. Having married Mifs Either Milnes, of

"Wakefield in Yorkfhire, in 1778, he went in the following

year
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^ear to refide on his eftate at Stapleford in Eflex $ and about

three years afterwards removed to another eftate at Anningfley,

near Chertfey, in Surry, where he employed himfelf in the

pra6lice of agriculture. During the american war, the political

tranfa£lions of the times attracted his attention, and he em-
ployed his pen in the defence of the revolted colonies. On
this fubjedt he publifhed two poems, one under the title of

the Devoted Legions, in which a parallel was drawn between

the condudl of adminiftratlon and an incident in the roman
hiftory. This poem was addreffed to lord George Germaine,

and the commanders of the britifti forces in America. The
attempt to fubjugate America, by defolating the coafts and burn-

ing the towns and villages along its fliores, was the fubjecSl of

the other poem, which he intituled, the Defolation of America.

When the profpedl of a peace began to dawn, Mr. Day was
very urgent in his exhortations to a fpeedy termination of the

war, in a pamphlet he produced under the title of Reflections

on the prefent ftate of England and America. The letters of

Marius, by Mr. Day, appeared foon after the conclufion of the

peace. They were addrefled to the earl of Shelburne, and that

minifter was the fubjetl of the author's praile for having ter-

minated a ruinous war. About this time affociations were
formed for the purpofe of obtaining a redrefs of grievances,

and a more equal reprefentation of the people in parliament.

Mr. Day attended feveral of thefe meetings in the different

counties where he poflefled eftates. He diftinguifhed himfelf as

an orator on thefe occafions, and fpoke with the fame eloquence

that is confpicuous in his writings. In 1786 he publiihed a pam-
plilet under the title of a Dialogue between a Juftice of peace

and a Farmer. The objefl of this publication was, to reprefent

the inconveniences to which perfons employed in trade or agri-

culture are fubjeft, from the increafe of duties and taxes. A bill

being laid before parliament concerning the exportation of wool,

Mr. Day brought out a pamphlet on the fubjedl, in behalf of the

farmers, who were in danger of being a prey to the avarice of the

dealers in wool, and to defend them from the vexatious inquifi-

tions of the officers of the revenue, with the cuilomary reftri'£lions

and penalties. The dealers however prevailed, and the bill was
pafled into a law. He had already employed himfelf for fome
time in compofing the hiftory of Sandford and Merton, a book de-

figned for the amufement and inftrudion of children. This work,

in three volumes, was publifhed at as many different periods, the

hrfl volume appearing in 1783, the fecond in 1786, and the third

in 1789, the merit of which is fufficicntiy eftabliflied by the

number of editions through which it has pafled. On the 28th

of September 1789 he got his death by a fall from his horfe, on

the road between hishoufe and his mothei's. In perfon he was
tall,
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tall, (lout, and crc£l. His manners arc defcrlbed as fimplc, and
his exterior plain-.

The verfes mentioned above, as defigned for the monument
of Dr. Small, but referved for his own, are thefe

:

Beyond the rage of time, or forttjne's power.

Remain, cold ftone, remain, and mark the hour

When all the nobleft gifts which Heaven e'er gave

Were centred in a dark and gloomy grave.

Ob, taught on reafon's boldelt wings to rife,

And catch each glimmering of the opening Ikies *

Oh, gentle bofom ! oh, unfulh'ed mind I

Oh, friend to truth, to virtue, and mankind !

Thy dear remains we truft to this fad (hrine.

Secure to feel no fecond lofs like thine !

DEACON (James), a gentleman of great talents for mufie

and drawing, painted portraits in miniature in a very mafterly

manner, and profefTedly engaged in the bufmefs. Died in May
1750.
DEAGEANT de S. Marcellin (Guichard), was at firft

clerk to Barbin, whom the marechal d'Ancre had made compt-

roller general of the finances. Arnold d'Andilli afterwards

introduced him to the duke of Luynes. Deageant gained the

favour of this duke by ferving him ufefully againft the marfhai

d'Ancre, his benefadlor. He was intruded with feveral im-

portant commiflions and negotiations, which he executed with

fuccefs. Being become a widower, Lewis Xill. was inclined

to give him the bifliopric of Evreux •, but Deageant preferred a

fecond marriage and tlie intrigues of politics to the ecclefiaftical

ftate and its dignities. Neverthelefs, he fnewed great zeal againft

the calvinifts ; which made cardinal Richelieu fay, " that if he

had routed herefy, Deageant might boafl of having given it the

firft kick." Dt^ageant became a fufferer by the caprices of for-

tune, after having enjoyed her favours. He was difgraced, and

ordered to retire to Dauphiny, where he died in 1639 in an ad-

vanced age, being firit prefidcnt of the board of accounts. He
publifhed Memoirs tranfmitted to cardinal Richelieu, containing

many particular and remarkable matters that happened from

the laft years of Henry IV. to the beginning of the miniftry of

cardinal Richelieu-, that is to fay, dov/n to 1624. Thefe me-
moirs were printed at Grenoble in 1668, i2mo. by the care of

his grandfon : they are alfo to be found in the Memoires par-

ticuliers pour I'hifloire de France, 1756, 3 vol. i2mo. They are

fometimes deficient in point of fidelity in the ftatement of la6ls,

and almoft always in elegance of ftyle ; but they contain many
curious matters.

DECHALES (Clau^hus Francis Milliet), an excellent

mathematician^
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mathematician, mechanic, and aftronomer, was born at Cham-
berry, the capital of Savoy, in 161 1; and defcendcd from a

noble family, which had produced feveral perfons creditably

diitinguifhed in the church, the long robe, and the field. He was
a great mailer in all the parts of the mathematics, and printed

feveral books in that way which were very well received. His
principal performances are, an edition of Euclid's Elements, v/here

he has ftruck out the unferviceable propofitions, and annexed
the ufe to thofe he has preferved ; a difcourfe of fortification

;

and another of navigation. Thefe performances, with fome
others, were mil colledled into three volumes in folio, under the

title of Mundus Mathomaticus, being indeed a very complete

courfe of all the mathematics. The firfl volume includes the

hrfl fix books of Euclid, with the eleventh and twelfth •, an
arithmetical tra6l ; Theodofius's fpherics j trigonometry-, prac-

tical geometry; mechanics; ftatics ; univerfal geography; a

difcourfe upon the loadflone ; civil architedlure, and the car-

penters art. The fecond volume furniihes directions for ilone-

cutting ; mihtary archite£lure ; hydroilatics ; a difcourfe of

fountains and rivers; hydraulic machines, or contrivances for

water-v^'orks ; navigation ; optics ;
perfpe6tive ; catoptrics, and

dioptrics. The third volume has in it a difcourfe of mufic
;

pyrotechnia, or the operations of fire and furnace ; a difcourfe

of the ufe of the aftrolabe ;
gnomonics, or the art of dialHng

;

allronomy ; a tract upon the calendar ; ailrology ; algebfa ; the

method of indivifible and conic feftions. The beft edition of

this work is that of Lyons, printed in 1690 ; it is more correct

than the firft, has confiderabie enlargements, and makes four

vols, in folio. Dechales, though not abounding in difcoveries

of his own, is yet allowed to have made a very good ufe of thofe

of other men, and to have drawn the feveral parts of the fcience

of mathematics together with great clearnefs and judgment. It

is faid alfo, that his probity was not inferior to his learning,

and that both thefe qualities made him generally admired and
beloved at Paris ; where for four years together he read public

mathematical le£lures in the college of Clermont. Then he
removed to Marfeilles, where he taught the art of navigation

;

and afterwards became profefTor of mathematics in the univer-

iity of Turin, where he died March 28, 1678, aged 67.

DECKER, or DECKHER (John), a pious and learned jefuit,

born about 1559, at Hazebruck in Flanders, taught philofophy

and fcholaftic theology at Douai, and afterwards at Louvain.

He was then feiit on an embafly into Stiria, and became chan-

cellor of the univeruty of Gratz, where he died in 1619, aged 6().

His principal work treats of the year of the birth and of the

death of Chrift. It is intituled : Vclificatio, feu theoremata de

anno ortiis ac mortis domini ; Gratz, i6i(5,' in 410. He alfo

Vol. IV. M m wrote
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wrote Tabula chronographica, a capta per Pompeium JerofoIymS,

ad deletam a Tito urbem ; Gratz, 1605. 4to. He was a man of

profound erudition, and had acquired great flcill in chronology.

DECKER (Thomas), a writer in the reign of James I. and,

being contemporary with Ben Jonfon, more eminent by having

a quarrel with that great poet, than he would perhaps otherwife

have been from the merit of his own w^orks. What the original

occafion of their conteft was, is unknown •, but Jonfon, who cer-

tainly could never " bear a rival near the throne," has, in his

Poetafler, the Dunclad of that author, among many other poets

whom he has fatirifed, been peculiarly fevere on Decker, whom
he has charadlerifed under the name of Crifpinus. This com-
pliment Decker has amply repaid in his Saryromaftix, or the un-

trufling a humourous poet, in which, under the title of young
Horace, he has made Ben the hero of his piece. As great wits,

and efpecially thofe of the fatirical kind, will always have nu-

merous enemies, befides the general fondnefs the public have

for feeing men of abilities abufe each other, this play was ex-

tremely followed *, and, as it appears to have been one of our

author's firil pieces, it probably laid the foundation of his fame
as a writer. Although, as we before oblerved. Decker was but

a middling poet, yet he did not want his admirers, even among
the poets of his time ; fome of whom thought themfelves not

difgraced by writing in conjunclion with him; Webfter having

a hand in three of his plays, and Rowley and Ford joining with

him in another. Richard Brome in particular ufed alv/ays to

call him father, which is fomewhat the more extraordinary, con-

fidering the o\)poritiGn fubfifling between him and Jonfon, as

Brome had been fervant to, and was a particular favourite with,

the laureat. Mr. Theophilus Gibber obferves on this occafion,

that it is the misfortune of little wits, that their admirers are

as incotiGderable as themfelves, and that Brome's applaufes con-

ier no great honour on thofe who enjoy them. Yet perhaps

in this cenfure he has been fomewhat too fevere on both ; for

Brome's merit was certainly not inconfiderable, fince it could

force admiration and even public praife from the envious Ben
himfelf. And although I.angbaine, who writes with partiality

to Ben Jonfon, has given the preference in fo fuperlative a de-

gree to thofe plays in which our author was united with others,

againft thofe which were entirely his own ; yet in his *' Honeft

Whore," and the comedy of " Old Fortunatus," both which are

allowed to be foleiy his, there are beauties, both as to charafter,

plot and language, equal to the abilities of any of thofe authors

that ever aflifted him ; and indeed in the former, equal to any

dramatic writer (Shakfpeare excepted) that this ifland has pro-

duced.

The d.rsniatic pieces In vvhigh he was concerned may be feen

in

I
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in tlie Biographia Dramatica. The preclfe time of this author's

birth and death are not recorded j
yet he could not have died

young, as the firft play we find of his writing was publiflied in

I boo, and the lateit date we meet with to any other is in 1638,
except the " Sun's Darling," which Langbaine obferves was not

publiflied till after the death of its author.

DEDEKIND (Frkderic), a German, piiblifhed in the xvith

century a work of the fame nature with Erafmus's panegyric

on folly. It is an ironical eulogium on incivility and rudenefs,

intituled : Grobianus, five de incultis moribus & inurbanis

gellibus; Francfort, 155H, 8vo. The author feems to have pof-

fefled a greater fliare of ingenuity than at that time fell to the

lot of many of his countrymen.

DEE (John), a great mathematician, and very extraordinary

perfon in the republic of letters, was born of parents in good
circumflances at London, July 53, 1527 ; and, after fome time

fpent at fchool there, and at Chelmsford in Eflex, fent to John's

college in Cambridge. As to the life he led there, take it in his

own words :
** Anno 1542, 1 was fent, by my father Rowland

Dee, to the unlverfity of Cam.bridge, thei-e to begin with logic,

and fo to proceed in the learning of good arts and fciences ;

for I had before been meeting well furniflied with underftanding

of the latin tongue, I being then fomewhat above 1 5 years old.

In the years 1543, I544> 1545 I was fo vehemently bent to

iludyj that for thofe years I did inviolably keep this order, only

to fleep four hours every night •, to allow to meat and drink,

and fome refreftiing after, two hours every day ; and of the

other 18 hours, all, except the time of going to, and being at,

the divine fervice, was fpent in my ftudies and learning.'' May
1547 he went into the Low Countries, on purpofe to converfe

with Frifius, xVl creator, &c. and in about eight months after

returned to Cambridge : where, upon the founding of Trinity-

college by Henry VllI, he was chofen one of the fellows. His
turn was to mathematics and aftronomy. He brought over

with him from the Low Countries feveral infbruments made by
the diredlion of Frifius, together with a pair of great globes

made by Mercator; and his reputation was very high. How-
ever, his affiduity in making aftronomical obfervations, which
in thofe days were always underiiood to be connefted with
the defire of penetrating into futurity, brought fome fufpicion

upon him •, which was fo far increafed by a very fingular ac-

cident ihat befel him, as to draw upon him the imputation of a

conjurer, which he could never Ihake oiF for 60 years after.

This accident was foon after his removal from St. John's-col-

lege, and being chofen one of the fellows of Trinity, where
he " was afligned to be the under-reader of the greek tongue,

Mr. Pember being the chief greek reader then in Trinity- college.

Hereupon," fays he, " 1 did fet forth, and it was feen of the

M m 2 univerfity_.
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univerfitv, a greek comedy of Ariftophanes, named in greek

E/^iiv>j j in latin, Pax •, with the performance of the fcarabxus,

or beetle, his flying up to Jupiter's palace with a man and his

bafket of victuals on his back ; whereat was great wondering,

and many vain reports fpread abroad of the means how that

was efl^aed."

Difturbed with thefe reports, he left England again in 1548,
and went to the univerfity of Louvain ; where he diftingui(hed

himfelf extremely, fo that he was vifited by the duke of Mantua,

by don Lewis de la Cerda, afterwards duke of Medina, and

other perfons of great rank. While he remained there, fir

William Pickering, who was afterwards a great favourite with

queen Elizabeth, was his pupil ; and in this univerfity it is

probable, not certain, that he had the degree of LL. D. conferred

upon him. July 1550 he w^ent from thence to Paris, where, in

the college of Rheims, he read lectures upon Euclid's Ele-

ments, with uncommon applaufe ; and very great offers were
made him, if he would accept of a profeflbrfliip in that uni-

verfity, which however he refufed. In 1551 he returned to

England, was well received by fir John Cheke, introduced to

fecretary Cecil, and even to king Edward himfelf, from whom
he received a penfion of 100 crowns a year, which was after-

wards exchanged for a grant of the reftory of Upton upon
Severn, his majefty's prefentation, which he received in 1553.
In the reign of queen JVIary, he was for fome time very kindly

treated ; but afterwards came into gre^t trouble, and even dan-

ger of his life. At the very entrance of it. Dee entered into

a correfpondence with feveral of the lady Elizabetli's principal

fervants, while fhe was at Woodftock and at Milton ; which
being obferved, and the nature of it not known, two informers

charged him with pra£lifing againft the queen's life by in-

chantments. Upon this he was feized and confined; but being,

after feveral trials, difcharged of treafon, he was turned over to

bifliop Bonner, to fee if any herefy could be found in him.

After a tedious perfecution, Auguft 19, 1555, he was, by an

order of cduncil, fet at liberty ; and thought his credit fo little

hurt by what had happened, that Jan. 15, 1556, he prefented
*' A fupplication to queen Mary, for the recovery and pre-

fervation of antient writers and monuments." The defign

was certainly good, and would have been attended with good

confequences, if it had taken effe£l ; which it did not. The
fupplication is flill extant in the Cotton library ; and we learn

from it, that Tully's famous work, De Republica, was once

extant in this kingdom, and periflied at Canterbury.

Upon the acceffion of queen Elizabeth, at the defire of lord

Robert Dudley, afterwards earl of Leicefter, he delivered fome-

what upon the principles of the antient aftrologers, about the

choice of a fit day for the coronation of the queen, from whom
he
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he received many promifes ; neverthelefs, his credit at court

was not fuificient to overcome the public odium againft him, on

the fcore of magical incantations, which was the true caufe of

his miffing feveral preferments. He was by this time become

an author; but, as we are told, a little unluckily ;, for his books

were fuch as fcarce any pretended to underftand, written upon

myfterious fubjedls in a very myilerious manner. The reader

fliall have an account of them by and by. In the fpring of 1 564

he went abroad again, to prefent the book which he dedicated

to the then emperor Maximilian, and returned to England the

fame fummer. In 1568, he engaged the earl of Pembroke to

prefent the queen with his ** Propcedunata Aphoriftica ;" and

two years after, fir Henry BlUingfley's tranllation of Euclid ap-

peared, with Dee's preface and notes ; which did him more ho-

nour than all his performances, as they furniflied inconteftible

proofs of a more than ordinary ikill in the mathematics. In

157T, we find him in Lorrain; where faUing dangeroufly fick,

the queen was pleafed to fend him two phyficians. After his

return to England, h*? fettled himfelf in his houfe at Mortlake ;

where he profecuted his fludies with great diligence, and col-

lecSled a noble library. This library confifted of 4000 volumes,

of which above a fourth part were MSS. a great number of me-
chanical and mathematical inftruments ; a box full of feals, and

other curiofities of the fame kind. It was upon his leaving the

kingdom in 15H3, that the populace, who always believed him
to be one who dealt with the devil, broke into his houfe at Mort-

lake ; where they tore anddeftroyed many things, and difperfed

the reft in fuch a manner, that the greateft part of them were

irrecoverable.

In 1572, a new {lar> appeared in Caffiopeia's chair, which

gave Dee an opportunity of diftinguifliing himfelf in his own
way. March 1575, queen Elizabeth M^ent to his houfe, to fee

his library ; but having buried his v/ife only a few hoHrs before,

he could not entertain her in the manner he would have done.

However, he brought out to her majefty a glafs of his, which

had occafioned much difcourfe 3 fliewed her the properties of it,

and explained their caufes, in order to v/ipeofFthe afperfion,

under v/hich he had fo long laboured, of being a magician. In

1577, a comet appearing, the queen fent for him to VVindfor,

to hear what he had to fay about it. She was pleafed with his

difcourfes, and promifed him her royal protedion, notwith-

ftanding the vulgar reports to his prejudice. The year after,

her majefty being greatly indifpofed, Dee was fent abroad to

confer with the german phyficians. The queen, hinting her de-

fire to be thoroughly informed as to her title to countries difco-

vered in different parts of the globe, by fubjecls of England,

Dee applied himfelf to the talk: with great vigour ; fo much,

M m 3 that
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that 0(£lob. 3, 1580, which was not three weeks after, he pre-

fented to the queen, in her garden at Richmond, two large

rolls, in which thofe countries were geographically defcribed

and hiftorically explained ; with the addition of all the teftimo-

nies and authorities necelfary to fupport them, from records, and
other authentic vouchers. Thefe (he very gracioufly received ;

and, after dinner, the fame day conferred with Dee about them, in

the prefence of fome of her privy-council, and of the lord-trea-

furer Burleigh efpecially. His next employment, of confe-

quence enough to be remembered, was about the reformation of

the calendar; which, though it never took efFe61:, was one of
his beft performances, and did him great credit.

We come now to that period of his life, by which he has been
mofl known to the world, though for matters which have juftly

rendered him lead to be regarded. He was certainly a man of

uncommon parts, learning, and application ; and might have

performed great things, if he had been poflefled of a folid judg-

rncnt ; but he was very credulous and fuperftitious. tie was
likewife extremely vain j and his ambition to furpafs all men in

knowledge, carried him at length to a defire of knowing beyond

•the bounds of human faculties. In fliort, he fuffered himfelf •

to be deluded into an opinion, that by certain invocations an in-

tercourfe or communication with fpirits might be obtained ;

from whence he promifed himfelf an infight into the occult

fciences. He found a young man, one Edward Kelly, a native

of Worcefterfliire, who had dipped already deep into thefe mat-

ters; and who readily undertook to be his inltrument in them,

for which he was to pay him 50I. per annum. Dec. 2, 1581,

they began their incantations ; in confequence of which, Kelly

was, by the infpeftion of a certain table, confecrated for that

purpofe with many fuperftitious ceremonies, enabled to acquaint

Dee with what the fpirits thought fit to fliew and difcover.

Thefe conferences were continued for about two years, and the

fubjecls of them committed to writing ; but never publiflied,

though ftill preferved in Afhmole's mufeum. In the mean time,

there came over hither a Polifli lord, one Albert Lafki, pa-

latine ofSiradia, a man of great parts and learning; who was
introduced by the earl of Leicefler to Dee, and became his con-

ftant vifitant. Having himfelf a bias to thofe fuperftitious arts,

he was, after much intreaty, received by Dee into their com-
pany, and into a participation of their fecrets. But within a

fhort time, the palatine of Siradia, returning to his own country,

prevailed with Dee and Kelly to accompany him, upon the aflur-

ance of an ample provifion there ; and accordingly they went
all privately from Mortlake, in order to embark for Holland ;

from whence they travelled by land through Germany into Po-

land, where, Feb. 3, 1584, they arrived at the principal caftle

belonging
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belonging to Albert Laflci. When Lafki had been fufficiently

aniufed with their fanatical pretences to a converfation with fpi-

rits, he contrived to fend them to the emperor Rodolph II. who,
being quickly difgufted with their impertinence, declined all

farther interviews. Upon this Dee applied himfelf to Lafki, to

hitroduce him to Stephen king of Poland ; which accordingly he
did at Cracow, April 1585. But that prince foon dete6\ing his

delufions, and treating him with contempt, he returned to the

emperor's court at Prague ; from whofe dominions he was foon

baniflied, at the inftigation of the pope's nuncio, who gave the

emperor to underfland, how fcandalous it appeared to the chrif-

tian world, that he fliould entertain two fuch magicians as Dee
and Kelly. Notwithllanding this, a young nobleman of great

power and fortunes in Bohemia, and one of their pupils, gave
them (belter in the caftle of Trebona ; where they not only re-

mained in fafety, but lived in fplendor, Kelly having in his pof-

feffion, as is reported, that philofophical powder of proje£lion,

by which they were furnilhed with money very profufely. Some
jealoufies and heart-burnings afterwards happened between Dee
and Kelly, that brought on at length an abfolute rupture. Kelly,

however, feems to have acted a much wifer part than his com-
panion ; fince it appears, from an entry in Dee's diary, that he
was fo far intimidated, as to deliver up to Kelly, Jan. 1589, the

powder, about which it is faid he had learned from the german
chymiils many fecrets which he had not communicated to Dee.
Kelly, it feems, was a much younger man than Dee, being now
in only the 40th year of his age.

The noife their adventures made in Europe, induced queen
Elizabeth to invite Dee home, who was at length perfuaded ;

and. May i68g, he fet out from Trebona towards England.

He travelled with great pomp and folemnity j was attended by
a guard of horfe ; and, befides waggons for his goods, had no
lefs than three coaches for the ufe of his family ; for he had
married a fecond wife, and had feveral children. He landed at

Gravefend Nov. 23 ; and, Dec. 9, prefented himfelf at Rich-
mond to the queen, who received him very gracioufly. • He
then retired to his houfe at Mortlake j and collecting the re-

mains of his library, which had been torn to pieces and fcat-

tered in his abfence, he fat down to ftudy. He had great

friends ; received many prefents
;
yet nothing, it feems, could

keep him from want. The queen had quicMy notice of this, as

v/ell as of the vexations he fufFered from the common people,

who perfecuted him as a conjuror. She fent him money from
time to time : but all would not do. At length he refolved to

apply in fuch a manner to the queen, as to procure fome fettled

fubfiftence; and accordingly, Nov. 9, 1592, he fent a memo-
rial to her majeily by the countefs of Warwick, in vhich he

M m 4 very
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very earneflly preffed her, that commifTioners might be appoint-

ed to hear his pretenfions, and to examine into the juftnefs of

his wants and claims. This had a good efFe£l ; for, on the

22d, two commiffioners were fentto Mortlake, where Dee ex-

hibited a book, containing a diilin£l account of all the memor-
able tranfaftions of his life, thofe which occurred in his laft

journey abroad only excepted ; and, as he read this hiilorical

narration, he produced all the letters, grants, and other evi-

dences requifite to confirm them, and where thefe were want-

ing named living witnefles. The title of this work, the origi-

nal of whii h f.iil remains in the Cotton library, and a tran-

fcript of it among Dr. Smith's written colle6lions, runs thus:
*' The compendious rehearfal of John Dee, his dutiful declara-

tion and proof of the courfe and race of his fludious life for the

fpace of half an hundred years now by God's favour and help

fully -fpent, and of the very great injuries, damages, and indig-

nities which for thefe laft nine years he hath in England fuftain-

ed, contrary to her majefby's very gracious will and exprefs com-
mandment, made unto the two honourable commiffioners by

her moft excellent majefty thereto affigned, according to the

intent of the mod humble fupplication of the faid John, exhi-

bited to her mod gracious majefty at Hampton-court, ann.

1592, Nov. 9."

Upon the report made by the commiffioners to the queen, he

received a prefent, and promifes of preferment j but thefe pro-

mifes ending like the former in nothing, he engaged his pa-

tronefs, the countefs of Warwick, to prefent another fhort

latin petition to the queen. What followed does not appear :

however, Dec 8, 1594, he obtained a grant to the chancellor-

fhip of St. Paul's. But this did not anfwer his end : upon which

he applied himfelf next to Whitgift, archbilliop of Canterbury,

by a letter, in which he inferted a large account of all the books

he had either publiOied or written : and in confequence of this

letter, together with other applications, he obtained a grant of

the wardenfliip of Manchefter-college. Feb. 1596, he arrived

with his wife and family in that town ; and was inllalled in his

new charge. He continued there about feven years ; which he

is faid to have fpent in a troublefome and unquiet manner. June

1604, he prefented a petition to king James, earneftly defuing

him that he might be brought to a trial ; that, by a formal and

judicial fentence, he might be delivered from thofe fufpicions

and furmifes which had created' him fo much uneafmefs for up-

wards of 50 years. But the king, having been inform.ed of the

nature of his ftudies, was very far from giving him any mark of

royal countenance and favour •, M^hich muft needs have greatly

afte£led a man of that vain and ambitious fpirit, which all his

misfortunes could never alter or amend. November the fame
year
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year lie quitted Manchefter with his family, in order to return,

to his houfe at Mortlake ; where he remained but a fliort time,

being now very old, infirm, and deflitute of friends and patrons,

who had generally forfaken him. We find him at Mortlake in

1607 •, where he had recourfe to his former invocations, and fo

came to deal again, as he fancied, with fpirits. One Hickman
ferved him now, as Kelly had done formerly. Their tranfac-

tionswerc continued to Sept. 7, 1607, which is the lail date in

that journal publlflied by Cafaubon, vvhofe title at large runs

thus :
" A true and faithful relation of what pafled for many-

years between Dr. John Dee, a mathematician of great fame in

queen Elizabeth and king James their reigns, and fome fpirits,

tending, had it fucceeded, to a general alteration of moft Hates

and kingdoms in the world. His private conferences with Ro-
dolph emperor of Germany, Stephen king of Poland, and di-

vers other princes, about it. The particulars of his caufe, as it

was agitated in the emperor's court by the pope's intervention.

His banifliment and reftoration in part ; as alfo the letters of

fundry great men and princes, fome whereof were prefent at

fome of thefe coiiferences, and apparitions of fpirits to the faid

Dr. Dee, out of the original copy written with Dr. Dee's own
hand, kept in the library of fir Thomas Cotton, knt. baronet.

With a preface confirming the reality, as to the point of fpirits,

of this relation, and (hewing the feveral good ufes that a fober

chriftian may make of all. Bf Meric Cafaubon, D. D. Lond.
1659," fol.

This book made a great noife upon its firfl publication ; and
many years after the credit of it was revived by one of the ableft

mathematicians and philofophers of his time, the celebrated

Dr. Hooke : who believed, that not only Cafaubon, but archbi-

fliop Ufher, and other learned men, were entirely millaken in

their notions about this book ; and that, in reality, our author

Dee never fell under any fuch delufions, but being a man of

great art and intrigue, made ufe of this ftrange method of writ-

ing to conceal things of a political nature, and, inftead of a pre-

tended enthufiaft, was a real fpy. But there are feveral reafons

which will not fufFer us to fuppofe this. One is, that Dee be-

gan thefe attions in England ; for which, if we fuppofe the

whole treatife to be written in cypher, there is no account can
be given, anymore than for purfuing the fame practices in king

James's time, who cannot be imagined to have ufed him as a

ipy. Another, that he admitted foreigners, fuch as Laflci, Ro-
fenberg, &c. to be prefent at thefe confultations with fi^irits ;

which is not reconcileable with the notion of all he did being
mere artifice and impofture. Laflly, upon the return of Dee
from Bohemia, Kelly did aclually fend an account to the queen
of pradices againit her life j but then this was in a plain and

open



533 DEE.
open method, which would never have been taken, if there harf

been any fuch myfterious correfpondence between Dee and her
miiiifters, as Hooke fuggefts. In the latter end of his life, he
became miferably poor. It is highly probable that he remained
under thefe delufions to his death ; for he was adlually provid-

ing for a new journey into Germany, when, worn out by age
and diftempers, he died in 1608, aged 80, and was buried at

Mortlake. He left behind him a numerous pofterity both male
and female, and among thefe his eldeft fon Arthur ; who was
bred at Wcftminfter fchool under the learned Camden, applied

himfelf to phyGc, and became phyfician in ordinary firft to the

grand duke of Ruflia, and afterwards to Charles I.

The books which Dee printed and publiflied, are, i. Propse-

dumata aphoriftica ; de prxftantioribus quibufdam natures vir-

tutibus aphorifmi, Lond. 1558, i2mo. 2. Monas hierogly-

phica ad regem Romanorum Maximilianum, Antwerp. 1564.

3. Epiftola adeximium ducisUrbini mathematicum, Fredericum
Commandinum, prcehxa libello Machometi Bagdedini de fuper-

ficierum divifionibus, edito opera divi & ejufdem Commandini
Urblnatis, Pifauri, 1570. 4- The britifh Monarchy, otherwife

called the Petty Navy royal. 1576. 5. Preface mathematical to

the cnglifli Euclid, publifhed by fir Henry Billingfley, knt.

where he fays many more arts are wholly invented by name,
definition, property, and ufe, than either the grecian or roman
mathematicians have left to our knowledge, 1570. 6. Divers

and many annotations and inventions difperfed and added after

the tenth book of the englifli Euclid, 1570. 7. Epiftola prasfixa

cphemerldibus Joannis Feldi a 155?) cui rationem declaraverat

ephemeridesconfcribendi. 8. Paral!atic?e commentationis prax-

cofque nucleus quldam, Lond. 1573- This catalogue of IDee's

printed and publiflied books is to be found in his Compendious
Rehearfal, &c. as well as in his letter to archbifhop Whitgift.

We could tranfcribe from the fame places more than 40 titles of

books unpubliflied, that were written by him ; but we imagine

a lefs number may fatisfy the reader's curiofity, at the fame

time that it will fave us much dry labour. Let the lift be-

low [d} therefore ferve for a fpecimen.

DE

[u] I. The great -polume of famous rarities, i!;76. 2. The briiifh comple-

and rich difcoveries, wherein alfo is the ment of the perfect art of navigation. A
fciftory of king Solomon every three years, great volnme. In which are contained

iis Ophirian voyage, the oi1gin:ls of pvef- our queen Elizabeth her tables gube.iiautic

byter Joannes, and of the firll great cham for navigation by the par^idoxal compafs,

and his fucce fliers for many years follow- invented by him anno 1557, and naviga-

ing. The defcriprion of divers wonder- tion by great circles, and for longitudes

fui ifles in the northern, fcythian, tar- and latitudes, .ind the variation of the

tarian, and the other moll northern feas, compafs, finding mod eafily and fpeedily,

and near under the north pole, by recoid yea, if need be, in one minute of time,

wiiuen 1200 years lince, with divers other and fometimei without figrit of fun, moon.
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DEFESCH ("William), a German, and fome time chapel-

mailer at Antwerp, was in his time a refpe6table profeflbr on

the vioHn, and leader of the band for feveral feafons at Mary-

bone gardens. His head was engraved as a frontifpiece to fome

niufical compofitions publiflied by him ; his name is to be found

on many fongs and ballads, to which he fet the tunes for Vaux-

hall and Marybone gardens. He died foon after the year 1750

at the age of 70.

DE FOE (Daniel), the fon of James Foe of the parifli of

St. Giles Cripplegate, citizen and butcher, was born in London

about the year 1668 ; he was afterwards accufed by his enemies

of having alfumed the name of De Foe to conceal his englifh

origin. His real motives, however, have never been afcertain-

ed.—Flis parents were probably diflenters. It is certain that he

was placed under the tuition of Charles Morton who kept a

diflenting academy at Newington-Green, and that he afterwards

became a flrenuous advocate for the principles and politics of

thofe who feparated from the church of England. Whatever

may have been his original deflination or employment, he be-

came a writer at a very early age. In 1680 he publiflied a

pamphlet on the fubjeft of a conteft between the Turks and

the houfe of Auftria. In 1683 he engaged in arms on the fide

of the duke of Monmouth. He made this exploit a fubie£l of

exultation afterwards when there was no longer any danger in

avowing principles which he thought meritorious.—How he

efcaped the refentment of James, and the bloody tribunal of

Jeffries, Is unknown. But he ventured to publifh a pamphlet

againft the intolerant bigotry of that monarch, as a warning

to the diflenters againft his infidious defigns in offering them

toleration. He was admitted a liveryman of London on the

26th of January 1688; and after the abdication of James was

or ftars, with many other new and need- rum planetarum, imo, ipfius ftelliferi

ful inventions gubernautic, T576. 3. De cceli, ab intimo tcrrae centro diftantiis,

modo cvangelii Jefu Chrifti publicandi, mutuifque intervallis, & eorundem om-
propagandi, ftabiliendique, inter infideles nium magnitudine, liber ctiro^imTiKOi

atlanticos, Volumen magnum libris dif- ^^ Edvaidum Sextum, Anglias regem,
lindumquatuor : quorum primus ad fere- j ,^ ,, c, ^\^^ philofophical and poetical

nillimam nollram potentillimamque regi- original occafions of the configurations and
nam Elizabethan! infcribitur ; I'ecundus names of the heavenly afterifms : written

ad fummos privati fuae facrae majellatis ^^ jfje requeft of the hoabie. lady, lady

concilii fenatores
J

tertius ad Hifpaniarum j^^^^ duchefs of Northumberland, i?S3'
regem Philippum; quartus ad pontiticem --. De hominis corpore, fpiritu, &anima:
Romanum, 1581. 4. Speculum unita- ^^^^^ microcofmicum totius naturalis philo-

tis, five, apologia fratre Rogerio Bacone fophig, compendium. 8. De unico mago
Anglo; in quo docetur nihil ilium per ^ triplicc Herode, eoque antichriftiano,

daemoniorum fecilie auxilia, ied philofo- j ,.^^ ^^ Reipublicje BriCannicae fynop-

phuni fuifle maximum naturaliterque, &
(^^^ in englifh, 1562. 10. Cabbala he-

modis homini chnftiano ileitis maximas braics compcndiofa tabella, 156:. 11.

feciffe res, qins indoaum folet vulgus De itinere fubterraneo, lib. 3. 1560 12.

in damoniorum relene lauinora, i;;57. Tiochilica iiivenU, lib. 2. 1558.
3. De nubium, IbliSj lunae, ac reliquo-^

confpicuous
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confpicuous among the citizens in difplaying his attachment

to the caufe of the revolution. Oldmixon affirms that he ap-

peared in a regiment of volunteers which was compofed of the

principal citizens ; and thus gallantly mounted, and richly ac-

coutred, attended the king and queen to a feail, which was
given at the Manfion-Houfe. At this time he is faid to have
been a hofier. He denied the aflertion afterwards, when he
was reproached by his enemies with having been an appren-

tice to that trade, but acknowledged, though he had never

been a hofier or an apprentice, he had been a trader. What-
ever may have been his bufinefs, he M-as unfuccefsful. In

1692 he was reduced to the neceffity of abfconding from his

creditors. 1 he caufe of his misfortunes is unknown •, as he
afcribed to the war, what others have attributed to his OMm
mifconducl. A commlifion of bankruptcy was now taken out

againft him, which was, however, fuperfeded by the interven-

tion of his principal creditors, who allowed him a compofition

err his perfonal bond. By his unremitting affiduity, he was
enabled to difcharge the obligation j and fome of thole credi-

tors becoming afterwards dillrefled, he voluntarily paid them
their whole claims. He had been engaged in fome pantile works
near Tilbury fort, which he continued to carry on, though pro-

bably with but little fuccefs. It was farcaflically obferved af-

terwards, that he did not, like the T^gyptians, require bricks

without llraw, but, like the Jews, required ftraw without paying

bis labourers. Though unfuccefsful, he had acquired friend^

who offered to fettle him as a factor at Cadiz. Confident in

his own talents, he declined the propofal, and applied to his pen
for fubfillence. Some time afterwards, in 1 695, he was ap-

pointed an accomptant to the commiffioners of the glafs duty,

in which office he continued till 1699, when the tax was fup-

preffed. Poileffing a mind fertile in projects, he formed, as he

lays, feveral plans for the regulation of the corn, and for county

banks and factpries. He propofed a regifler for feamen, a

commiffion of enquiries into bankrupts eftates, and defigned a

penfion-office for the relief of the poor. At laft, in 1697, ^'^

publiffied his ElTay upon Projects. Among other fchemes, he

fuggefted to king William the eftablilhmcnt of a fociety for the

encouragement of polite learning, for refining the englifh lan-

guage, and for preventing barbarifms of manners. In the fame

year he publiffied his Enquiry into the occafional Conformity of

Diilcnters, with a dedication to fir Humphrey Edwin who had
diftinguiihed himfelf as lord-mayor, by having the fword and

mace carried before him to a conventicle, and thus afforded a

topic of merriment to the author of the Tale of a Tub. 'This

enquiry was afterv/ards republiffied with a dedication to John
How, a diffenting miniller, M'hich provoked a reply, and gave

occafiou
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occaHon to fome rough controverfy between him and the au-
thor. One Tutchen, having written The Foreigners, a pamphlet
in verfe, which was intended as a fatire upon king William and
the whole nation of the Dutch, De Foe exerted Jiimfelf in de-
fence of the revolution; and in January 1701 produced a fatire

in verfe called the " True-born Englifhman." The fale of this

poem was rapid and extenfive. The difcontent of the people
was evident foon after the revolution ; arifmg from the par-
tiality which the king was fuppofcd to entertain for his own
countrymen ; and had proceeded fo far as to oblige him to

difmifs his dutch guards. De Foe applied his fatire to thofe

who valued thcmfeives upon being true-born Engliflimen, by an
inveitigation of the fources from wlience they fprung. They
who had been accuftomed to the verfes of Dryden and Waller,
probably, at that time found this poem coarfe and inelegant;
as it appears to moft readers of the prefent age : but, then, it

had fuihcient attractions for the generality of the public.

William, though no judge of poetry, and no great proficient in

the englifh language, was gratified by the fuccefs of the publi-
cation. He honoured the author with his attention, who de-
clares that he was admitted to fome interviews with the king,
employed by him abroad, and rewarded even above his own
eflimation of his fervices. After the peace of Ryfwick he em-
ployed his pen in defence of a {landing army, though he admit-
ted that it could not be allowed but with the confent of par-
liament. When in 1701 a petition from the grand jury of
Kent had been prefented to the houfe of commons, and they
who avowed it had been committed to the gatehoufe, De Foe
dictated a bold and fedltious remonftrance, which was ficrned

Legion, and which he ventured, difguifed in a female drefs, to
prefent to Harley the fpeaker. Nearly at the fame time he
publiihed a treatife dedicated to king William, and intituled,
*' The original power of the collecSlive body of the people of
England, examined and alTerted." It has been praifed for
ftrength of argument and propriety of ftyle. While the nation-
was in commotion, De Foe fpublifhed " The freeholders plea
againft (lock-jobbing elections of parliament-men." On fuch
a fubjed, where delicacy is required, and even truth might prove
offenfive, he delivered his fentiments with boldnefs and perfni,
cuity. Towards the end of the year 1702, he attracted the at-

tention of the houfe of commons. A complaint was m?de againft
a publication which appeared under the title of " The fhorteft
way with the Diflenters," and which contained fome refledions
againil the ecclefiaftics in power, and the government which
protected them. This pamphlet, which was intended as ironi-
cal, was refented as literal by fome adverfaries of the author

;

and, it appears, was underftood in that fenfe by the commons.-

It

7
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It was declared by the houfe to be a fcandalous and feditlouj

libel, and ordered to be burnt by the hands of the common
hangman. In the beginning of the following year, the author

having concealed himfelf, a proclamation was iflued offering a

reward of fifty pounds for the difcovery of his retreat. He
endeavoured to appeafe the refentment of his enemies, by pub-

lilhing an explanation of the offenfive tra6l. But government

was not then to be conciliated. Having been found guilty of

a libel, he was fentenced to Hand in the piilory, to be fined and

imprifoned. His mind feems to have rifen above the gloom

of imprifonment and the fear of impending punillmient. In

his confinement he wrote a hymn to the pillory, as it were in

defiance of his enemies. While thus labouring under the dif-

pleafure of the ruling powers he projetled the Review, which

firft appeared in quarto on the 19th of February 1704. In

this publication, which was defigned to be a repofitory of

news, politics, trade and various mifcellaneous fubjefts, a

fcandal club was imagined. The members were fuppofed to

aflemble for the difcufiion of the different quedions which arofe

from the prevaiUng topics of the day. The lafl biographer of

De Foe juitly obferves, that the Review pointed the way to the

Tatler, Spedator, and Guardian. While he was thus fuffering

under imprifonment, he received a verbal meirage from fir Ro-

bert Harley, the fpeaker of the houfe of commons, defiring to

know what he could do for him. De Foe replied in the words

of the blind man in the gofpel, " Lord, that 1 may receive my
figlit!"—Yet, when Harley became fecretary of llate in 1704,

to whatever caufe it may be afcribed, De Foe was fullered to

remain four montlis longer in imprifonment. He was, how-

ever, at laft, releafed by the queen ; and lord Godolphiu

fent him money to pay his fine, and the expence of diloharge,

together with a conliderable fum for his wife. He avowed

the proteiUon of his benefactors in an appeal publifhed in

1 715, when queen Anne was no more, and lord Oxford in

difgrace.—He obtained his rcleafe in Auguil 1704, and retired

to 8t. Edmund's Bury. Yet was he abuied by the news-papers

of the time. Dyer, the editor of one of them, propagated a re-

port that he had fled from juftice : Fox, a bookfeller, publifiied

an account of his having deferted his fecuvity : and Stephen, a

ftate mcflenger, aiTerted that he had a warrant to apprehend him.

De Foe acquainted the fecretary of ilate with the place of his re-

treat, and promifed to appear at an appointed time ; but he

was affured, that as he had not tranlgrciled, he had nothing to

fear. He now employed himfelf in various encomiaftic fiirains

on the fuccefs of the duke of Marlborough. In 1705 appeared

The Confolidator, or Tranfaclions from the World in the Moon;

a virulent fatire upon the moil eminent characters of the time.

His
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His fatlre was felt and retaliated. He had perpetually been ac-

cultomed to complain of ill treatment, and it is no wonder if

his complaints expofed him to the ufage xvhich he fo unnecef-

farily deplored. He feems however not to have been difcon-

certed by the Moon Calf, which was a fevere attack upon his

Confolidator ; for foon afterwards he engaged in a controverfy

with lir Humphrey Mackworth, who had introduced a bill into

the houfe of commons for the employment of the poor. On
this occafion he wrote his treatife, which he intituled, " Giving
alms no charity." Lord Haverfham, who rendered himfelf re-

markable by making fpeeches which he afterwards publilhed,

had in 1705 one of thefe effufions on the ftate of the nation

cried through the town. A pamphlet which was thus hawked
about for a penny, De Foe confidered as a fair obje£l for re-

mark. He animadverted upon it fo frequently in his Reviews,
that he provoked the noble author to a defence of his produc-
tion. The defence produced from De Foe a reply to lord Ha-
verftiam's vindication of his fpeech. Alluding to the different for-

tunes of both the peer and himfelf, he obferves :
" Fate, that

makes footballs of men, kicks fome up flairs, and fome down ;

fome are advanced without honour, others depreil< d without
infamy j fome are raifed without merit, fome are crufhed with-

out a crime ; no man knows by the beginning of things whe-
ther his courfe fhall ifTue in a peerage or a pillory." While he
was eng.aged in thefe contefts he publifhed advice to all parties;

and, in the fame year, gave the public another volume of the
writings of the True-born Englifhman. The works of De Foe
thus coUedled into volumes were foon afterwards printed again,

with a key to fpecify the particular charadlers to whom he had
alluded. In the autumn of the fame year having travelled to

Exeter and other towns in the v/eft, a plan he fays was formed
to prefs him for a foldier, and fome of the weftern juftices had
determined to apprehend him as a vagabond. Suits for fictitious

debts were ifTued againfl him, and he was obliged to ad-

vertife publicly that he would fatisfy all legal claims. He re-

lated in the Review thefe fingular proceedings of his enemies, and
as it has not been faid that he was ever contradi^led, we muft
admit the truth of his afTertions. Had they been the offspring

of his own invention, there were many who at that time were
able, and would have been willing, to convi6t him of the falfe-

hood, or at leafl have denied the facls. In the opening of the

year 1706 appeared his Hymn to Peace occafioned by the addrefs

of the twohoufes of parliament to the queen. In Aiay follow-

ing he publifhed an effay at removing national prejudices againfl

an union with Scotland, which was foon fucceeded by a fecond
effay on the fame fubjed. His Jure divino, a fatire againfl paf-

iive obedience, appeared in July. Soon after he was employed

'by
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by lord Godolpliln to confer and treat with the Scots about the

union. He arrived at Edinburgh in Oclober, where, if he has

not magnified his own importance, he was in confiderable dan-

ger from the mob. His journey produced from him a compli-

mentary poem on the Scots under the title of Caledonia. This

effufion was dedicated to the duke of Queenfberry, and the au-

thor obtained in recompence for his praife an exclufive privilege

to fell for the fpace of feven years within the limits of Scotland

his encomiaftic vcrfes on that nation. The aft of union having

pafled in Scotland, De Foe returned to London in February

1707. What was his reward for his fervices, is unknown. It is

probable that it was a penfion, and as he never complained, we
may prefume that it was fatisfaclory. When lord Oxford was
difmiffed from oflke in 1707, De Foe afhrms that he waited on

the degraded flatefman, who advifed him " to continue his fer-

vices, wlaich he fuppofed could have no relation to differences

among ftatefmen." In 170Q De Foe publiftied the hiftory of

the union, which was republiilied in 1712, and afterwards in

1786, when a fimilar topic with refpefl to Ireland became the

fubje6c-of difcuffion. His hiftory of addreffes appeared in 1 709,

and was fucceeded by a fecond volume in 1711. The evident

defign of thefe publications was to ridicule the enthufiafm of the

public which at that time prevailed in favour of Sacheverel.

In 1710 Godolpbin was in his turn obliged to refign, but De Foe

ftill adhered to the miniftry that fucceeded, and affirmed that his

continuance in employment was by the defire of the ex-minifter;

But his enemies have not failed to infmuate that he was im-

pelled by the more powerful motive of intereft. Thus he was,

as he fays, " caft back providentially on his firft benefactor,

find preferved his intereft without any engagement." He now
determined to write with more caution on public affairs. While

he was engaged in the continuation of the Review, and in writ-

ing various trails upon the popular fubjects that occurred, he

found it prudent to offer terms of a truce to his old antagonift

Mr. J. Dyer. He obfervcd, that, though opponents in party,

they might abftain from perfonal relleclions j and while they dif-

fered in the opinions which either of them might be induced

to publilh, they might ftill " preferve both the chriftian and the

gentleman." On the firft of February 17 10, De Foe received

from the city of Edinburgh, in acknowledgement for his Cale-

donia, an authority to publifh the Edinburgh Courant. We
know not, however, whether he continued long to enjoy the be-

nefit of the licence \ the diftance of place, and his various other

occupations, probably prevented his contributing much to that

paper, or deriving much advantage from the permiffion. He
foon afterwards in 171 1 fupported lord Oxford's South Sea

projed by an effay on the South Sea trade ; and in the l^ime year

publilhed
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publiflied nn Eflay at a plain Expofition of that difficult phrafe,

*' A Good Peace," a pamphlet which was obvioufly written to

abate the general ardour for war, M'hich then prevailed. Iix

1712 he publifhed A feafonable Caution, written, he declared,

*' to open the eyes of the common people, and to warn them

againft the defigns of the Jacobites." This pamphlet .was dif-

tributed gratis. In 1713, when the treaty of peace at Utrecht

w^as the general fubjed of converfation and difpute, a paper,

called iVlercator, or Commerce Retrieved, was publifhed three

times in a week. It was afcribed to various authors, and among

the red to De Foe, He afterwards acknowledged in his appeal,

that he had written fome of the papers, and declared that he

would defend thofe which were really his, but not thofe in

which he had no concern, and for which he had been abufed as

the reputed author. What papers were really his, we have not

been informed, but he afhrmed that he had received no reward

for thofe which he had contributed. He alfo protefted in his

appeal, that fince lord Godclphin was treafurer, lie had received

from lord Oxford no directions or materials for any thing which

he had written or printed ; and that he had no reward except

the appointment which he had long before obtained from lord

Godolphin.

De Foe having relinquifhed his reviev/ in May 17 13, begaa

In the fame year to publifh in monthly numbers, A general Hif-

tory of Trade : the firft number appeared on the ift of Auguft,

and the fecond on the 15th. The author being engaged in

other literary purfuits, or being apprehenfive of danger from

the difcuffion, continued the work no farther. He had in the

preceding year written three pamphlets, of which the titles

were apparently jacobitical, with a defign, as he affirmed, " to

put the books into the hands of thofe people who had been de-

luded by the Jacobites." They were intituled : I. What if the

Pretender fhould come ? 2. Reafons againft the Succeffion of

the Houfe of Hanover ; and 3. What if the Queen ihould die .?

For thefe publications the author was arrefted, and obliged to

give bail. The profecution was inftituted by auditor Benfon,

whofe literary exploits afterwards procured him a place in the

Dunciad. The author having defended himfelf in the review

during the profecution, offended the judges by whofe orders he

was committed to Newgate. Lord Oxford, fortunately for

him, was (till in power, and procured him the queen's pardon in

November, and he was reieafed on making proper fubmifuon.

The writers of the party in oppofition to lord Oxford failed

not to afcribe tins act of juiVsce to Ids attachment to the abdicated

family. De Foe remarked of himfelf that they might as v/ell have

affirmed that he was a mahometan, as have acculed him of jaco-

bitifm. On the acceirionof George 1. he was llrangely neglecledby

. Vol. IV. N n tlie
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the minlilry, wlio in a great meafure owed their places to hitf

exertions. Refle£ling on what he had done in defence of tlie

caufe which had raifed to power thofe who now negle6led him,
he publiflied in 1715 his Appeal to Honour and Juftice j or a

true account of his condudl in public affairs. He had not finilh-

cd this vindication of himfelf before he was ftruck with an apo-

plexy. Having languifhed fix weeks', and being unable to

proceed in the intended publication, he was induced by the per-

fuafion of his friends not to delay any longer, but to commit it

in its uniinifhed (late to the prefs. With this pamphlet he con-

cluded his political career, though feveral trails in which he
had no concern, were afterwards imputed to him by his enemies.

He did not, however, ceafe from writing; but he now diredled

his attention to ufeful inftrudion, inftead of the politics of

party. In 17 15 he publifhed the Family Inftruclor. His ori-

ginal defign was to have written a dramatic poem, but the fub-

je£l: was too ethical, and too extenfive to admit the reftraint and

regularity which are neceffary in dramatic reprefentations

:

the form of dialogue, the charaflers and incidents which he in-

troduced were fuch as induced fome to call it " A religious

play." He afterwards added a fecond volume, which is faid to

be equal to the firft. In April 1719 appeared the firft part of

Robinfon Crufoe, generally allowed to be the moft popular of

the various produdions which came from the pen of De Foe.

This performance, ufeful, interefting, and inftrudlive as it is,

did not, however, efcape the attacks of the critics ; but it has

furvived their malignity, and ftill preferves its reputation,

v/hen their criticifms are no more. It has paffed through in-

numerable editions, and in 1790 was publiihed in a fplendid

form by Stockdale, and embelliflied with fifteen elegant engrav-

ings. It has been tranflated into moft modern languages ; and

Mr. Campe, a German, has in his new Robinfon adapted the

incidents which are found in the original to the ufe of children.

In the Auguft that fucceeded the publication of the firft part

of Robinfon Crufoe a fecond part of his adventures appeared,

and its fuccefs was equal to the former. In the following year

he produced, Serious Refle6lions during the life of Robinfon

Crufoe j but he feems to have exhauftcd his fubjecl: before, and

the generality of readers were regardlefs of the morality that

might be deduced from it. De Foe was faid by his enemies

to have appropriated the papers of Alexander Selkirk, who lived

four years and four months in an uninhabited illand till he was

relieved by captain AVoods Rogers in 1 709. But the adventures

of Selkirk had been related in the captain's voyage, which was

publifticd in 1712, and had been inferted in various publications.

De Toe might have obtained from thofe adventures the incident

on which he formed the work j but the events, the ftyle, and

tbs

J
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the refle<fi:ioiis were undoubteclly his own. A tolerable Hnirc on it

v/as pubiilhed in 1719, under the title of "The Life and fur-

prifing Adventures of Mr. Daniel De Foe of London, hofier."

He attempted foon afterwards a tranflation in rhyme of Dii
Frefnoy's /^rt of Painting, which was publifiied in 1720. But
Dryden and Pope had already improved the engllfti vcrfificatioa

too much for iuceefs to be expelled fi'om the inaccurate rhymes
and Inharmonious numbers of De Foe. Encouraged it feems
by th.' uiccefs of Crufoe, De Foe publifiied in 1720, The Life

and Piracies of captain Singleton ; and in the fame year appeared,
his hiftory of Duncan Campbell, a perfon who was born deaf
and dumb, and yet taught the deaf and dumb to underftand.

IVloll Flanders, and the Life of Colonel Jack, both reprefentations

of vicious lives, written by De Foe, were publiihed in 1721 ; and
in 1724 appeared his Fortunate Miftrefs, a work of a fimilar

tendency with the former two. He thought, perhaps, as he
faid, that vices painted in their grofleft colours might deter
mankind from the pra6lice of them. But we may doubt with
his biographer, whether fuch defcriptions, though they may-
have diverted, have contributed to improve the clafs of people
for which they were defigned. In 1722 De Foe publifiied a

Journal of the Plague in 1665 •, a narrative artfully invented
and fuppofed to have been written by one who had been an al-

mofl daily fpedator of the fcenes, and had furvived the defola-

tion. In 1724 he attempted to correal the behaviour of fer-

vants, by publiflung a tra6l Intituled : The great Law of Subor-
dination confidered. The complaints againft domeftics were
indeed at that time very prevalent. Yet his remedy feems to

have been too violent j for he recommended law to enforce an
amendment, which might perhaps have' been more effec-

tually accomplifhed by mildnefs and perfuafion. He began in

1724 to publifh his travels through England, of which a fecond
volume appeared In 1725, and in 1727 he concluded with a third

containing his tour through Scotland. In the latter year alfo he
publifiied the Complete Englifh Tradefman, which was fucceeded
by a fecond volume. In the preceding year 1726 he had given
the Political Hificry of the Devil, which we may fay he continued
in the following year ; for the Hiftory of Magic may without im-
propriety be confidered as a fupplement to the former work.
In 1727 appeared his Treatife on the LTfe and Abufe of the Mar-
riage-bed ; and in the next year his Plan of the Englifh Com-
merce, which has been conjeftured to have been a fequel to
what he had begun in 1 7 1 3. He had now concluded his lite-

rary labours ; but neither his cefTation from his toils, nor his

advanced age, could protect him from the Hiafts of the fatiriit.

In 1728 appeared the Dunciad
J
and in it,

Earlefs on high, flood unabafh'd De Foe,
And Tulchin flagrant from the lafh below >

N n 2 though
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though what provocation De Foe had given to Pope, his com-'

nientator has not thought fit to mention. Our author died at

his houfe at lilington, in 1731, leaving a daughter, vi'ho was
married to Mr. H. Baker, the ingenious naturahft.

DEGHUY, an ingenious french engraver ; he engraved a

great number of pieces, many of which have no inconfiderable

merit. A young man, after M. Aved's Vandyck. An old

man's head, from Rembrandt, in his happiefh flyle. A battle,

after Parrocel the father. A landfcape, after Rembrandt.

A moon-fhine, from Vernet. The portrait of I'ami-des-hommes

of M. Aved. Tobit recovering his fight, after Reuibrandt ; a

very fine piclure in the colledlion of the marquis de Voyer.

The new-married couple, after Rembrandt. Rembrandt's pic-

ture, after himfelf; and the portrait of Tintoretto j thefe are

his bell works. He died abouL 1748.

DELANY (Patrick), a clergyman of Ireland, of confider-

able celebrity in his day, was born in that kingdom about the

year 1686. His father lived as a fervant in the family of fir

John Rennel, an iriih judge, and afterwards rented a fmall

farm, in which fituation he is fuppofed to have continued to

his deceafe •, for, when our author came to be in profperous

circumilances, he was advifed by Dr. Swift not to take his pa-

rents out of the line of life they were fixed in, but to render

them comfortable in it. At what place, and under whom,
young Delany received his grammatical education, we are not

•able to afcertain : but we know, that at a proper age he became

a fizer in Trinity-college, Dublin •, that he went through his aca-

demical courfe ; that he took the cuftomary degrees ; and that

he was chofen, firft a junior, and afterwards a fenior fellow of

the college. During this time he formed an intimacy with

Dr. Swift; and it appears from feveral circumftances, that he

was one of the dean of St. Patrick's chief favourites. It is noC

unreafonable to conjecture, that, befides his confiderable merit, it

might be fome general recommendation to him, that he readily

entered mto the dean's playful difpofition. He joined with

Swift and Dr. Sheridan in writing or anfwering riddles, and in

compofing other flight copies of verfes> the only defign of which

was to pafs away the hours in a pleafant manner. Several of

Mr. Delany's exertions on thefe occafions may be fecn in the

eolle6lions of Swift's works, to which we refer our readers.

Thefe temporary amufements did not however interfere with

our author's more ferious concerns. He applied vigoroufly to

his ftudies, diftinguiflied himfelf as a popular preacher, and was

fo celebrated as a tutor, that by the benefit of his pupils, and

his fenior fellowfhip, with all its perquifites, he received every

year between nine hundred and a thoufand pounds. In 1724

an affair happened in the college of Dublin witii regard to which
Dr,
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Dr. Delany is reprefented as having been guilty of an improper

interference. Two under-graduates having behaved very in-

lolently to the provoit, and afterwards refufing to make a fub-

miflion for their fault, were both of them expelled. On this oc-

cafion Dr. Delany took the part of the young men, and (as it is

faid) went fo far as to abufe the provoft to his face, in a fermoii

at the college-chapel. V/hatever may have been his motives,

the refult of the matter v/as, that the do6lor was obliged to give

fatlsfaclion to the provoft, by an acknowledgement of the of-

fence. Our author's conduct in this affair, which had been
difpleafing to the lord primate Boulter, might probably con-

tribute to invigorate the oppofition which the archblfliop made
to him on a particular occafion. In 1725 he was prefented by the

chapter of Chrift-church to the parifli of St. John's in the city of

J3ublin. But without a royal difpenfation he could not keep

his fellowfhip with his new living. Archbiihop Boulter, there-

fore, applied to the duke of Newcaflle, to prevent the difpenfa-

tion from being granted. In the year 1727 Dr. Delany whs
prefented by the univerfity of Dublin to a fmall northern living

of fomewhat better than one hundred pounds a year ; and about

the fame time lord Carteret promoted him to the chancellor-

fliip of Chrill-church, which was of equal value. Afterwards,

1730, his excellency gave him a prebend in St. Patrick's ca-

thedral, the produce of which did not exceed either of the

other preferments. In 1729 Dr. Delany began a periodical

paper called, the Tribune, which was continued through about

twenty numbers. Soon after our author engaged in a more
ferious and important work, of a theological nature, the inten-

tion of publiihing which brought him to London, in 1731 j it

had for title :
" Revelation examined with candor ;" the hrft vo-

lume whereof was -publifiied in 1732. This year appears to

have been of importance to our author in a domeilic as well as

in a literary view ; for on the 1 7th of July he married in England
P\4rs. Margaret Tenifon, a widow lady of Ireland, with a large

fortune. On his return to Dublin, he manifefted his regard to

the univerfity in which he was educated, and of which he had
long been a diilinguifhed member, by giving tv/enty pounds a

year to be diftrlbuted among the ftudents. In 1734 appeared

the fecond volume of " Revelation examined w'nh candor ;"

and fo favourable a reception did the whole work meet with,

that a third edition was called for in 1735. In 1738 Dr. De-
lany publilhed a 30th of January fermon, which he had preach-

ed at Dublin before the lord-lieutenant, William duke of De-
vonfiiire. It was afterwards inferted in the do6lor's volume
upon focial duties. In the fame year appeared one of the mod
curious of Dr. Delany's producllons, which was a pamphlet in-

tituled :
" Reflections upon polygamy, and the encouragement

N n 3 ' given
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given to tliat practice in the fcriptures of the old Teftament*
This fubjedl has fince been more ably handled by the late inge-

tiious ISIr. Badcock, in the two fine articles of the monthly
review relative to Madan's Thelyphthora. Dr. Delany was
led by his fubjecfl to confider in a particular manner the cafe

of David ; and it is probable, that he was hence induced to en-

gage in examining whatever farther related to that great jevs-ifh

monarch. Be this however as it may, the do6lor's next publi-

cation was, " Anhiftorical account of the life and reign of David
king of Ifrael." The firft volume of this work appeared in

1740, the fecond in 1742, and the third in the fame year. It

would be denying Dr. Delany his juft praife, were we not to

fay, that it is an ingenious and a learned performance. It is

written with fpirit ; there are fome curious and valuable criti-

cifms in it, and many of the remarks in anfwer to Bayle are

well founded. But wlien we have faid thus much, we can go
no farther in our applaufes. The Life of David is not, on the

whole, a very judicious production. It is not neceflary to the

honour of the facred writings, or to the caufe of revelation, to

defend, or to palliate the conduel of David, in whatfoever re-

fpects he aCted wrong. The fcriptures freely and fully relate

Ins faults and his crimes, and leave them fairly open to the ccn-

fure of mankind.

Dr. Delany, on the 9th of June 1743, married a fecond time.

The lady with whom he formed this conne6iion was Mrs. Pen-

darves, the relict of Alexander Pendarves, efq. and a very inge-

nious and excellent woman ; of whom fome account will be

given in the next article. The do£lor had loft his firft wife

December 6, 1741. March 13, 1744> our author preached a

fermon before the fociety for promoting proteftant working

fchools in Ireland. In May 1744 Dr. Delany was raifed to the

highefl preferment which he ever attained, and that was the

deanry of Down, in the room of Dr. Thomas Fletcher, appoint-

ed to be bifhop of Dromorc. In the fame year, previoufly to

this promotion, our author publiflied a volume of fermons upon
focial duties. The fermons were fifteen in number, to which
in a fecond edition, 1747, were added five more, on the oppofite

vices. This is the molt ufeful of Dr. Delany's performances;

the objects to which it relates being of very important and ge-

neral concern. Dr. Delany's next publication was not till 1748,
and that was only a fixpenny pamphlet. It was intituled :

*' An
efTay towards evidencing the divine original of tythes," and had
at firft been drawn up, and probably preached as a fermon.

The text was the tenth commandment, Mdiich forbids us to

covet any thing that is our neighbour's. It mull have been with
niore ingenuity than dialeftic accuracy, that the doctor could

deduce the divine original of tythes from tliat particular prohi-

bition I
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titlon ; for the queftion muft be taken for granted, before the

inference can be juft. After an interval of fix years, Dr. De-
lany again appeared in the world as an author. The occafiou

of his refuming the pen was afforded by the earl of Orrery's
" Remarks on the life and writings of Dr. Swift." Many of
Swift's zealous admirers were not a little difpleafed with the

reprefentations which the noble lord had given of him in vari-

ous refpeds. Of this number was Dr. Dclany, who determined
therefore to do juftice to the memory of his old friend;

for which few were better qualified, having been in the habits

of intimacy with the dean of St. Patrick's, from his firfl com-
ing over to Ireland, and long before lord Orrery could have
known any thing concerning him. On the whole, this pro-

du£lion of the doftor's enabled the public to form a far more
clear ellimation of the real character of the dean of St. Patrick's,

than any account of him which had hitherto been given to the

world. However zealous Dr. Delany might be for the honour
of his friend, he did not fatisfy the petulant difpofition of Deane
Swift, efq. who, in his efRiy upon the life, writings and charac-

ter of his relation, treated our author with extreme ill manners,
and grofs abufe ; to which he thought proper to give an anfwer,

in a letter to Mr. Swift, publilhed in 1755. In this letter the

do£lor juftified himfelf ; and he did it with fo much temper, and
ingenuity, fo much candour, and yet with fo much fpirit, that

the polite gentleman, and the worthy divine, were apparent ia

every page of his little pamphlet. The year 1754 alfo produced
another volume of fermons ; the larger part of them are prac-

tical, and thefe are entitled to great commendation. Some few
are dodlrinal : in one of them our author has undertaken
the dliTicult, and furely not the defirable talk: of proving the pofli-

bility, eternity, and juftnefs of hell torments. There are two
difcourfes on the folly, iniquity, abfurdity, and crying guilt of
duelling, which are truly excellent.

During this part of Dr. Delany's life, he was Involved in 2

law-fuit of great confequence, and which, from its commence-
ment to its final ternaination, lafted more than nine years. It

related to the perfonal ellate of his firft lady. But he was not
fo deeply engaged in the profecution of his law-fuit as entirely to

forget his difpofition to be often appearing in the world as an
author. In the year 1757 he began a periodical paper called the

Humanlft, which was carried on through 15 numbers, and then
dropped. In 1761 Dr. Delany publifhed a tra£l intituled:
" An humble apology for chriftian orthodoxy," and feverai fer-

mons. It was in 1763, after an interval of nearly thirty years

from the publication of his former volumes, that he gave to

the world the third and lafl volume of his " Revelation exa-

mined with candor." In the preface the do6\or has indulged

N n 4 himfelf
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himfelf in fome peevifh remarks upon Reviewers of works of li-

terature ; but from complaints of this kind few writers have ever

derived any material advantage. With regard to the volume itfelf,

we are afraid that it exhibits more numerous inflances of the

prevalence of imagination over judgment than had occurred in

the former part of the undertaking. In 1766 Dr. Delany pub-

liQied a fermon againft tranfubftantiation ; which was fuccceded

in the fame year by his lafl publication, which was a volume

containing 18 difcourfes. Of this we may fay, as has been ob-

ferved before, that the practical fermons are calculated for gene-

ral utility, and that the doQrinal ones are of a more doubtful

and difputable nature.—Dr. Delany departed this life at Bath, in

May 1768, in the 83d year of his age. His greateft character

is, that few^ excelled him in charity, generofity and hofpitality.

His incomiCj which for the laft twenty years of his life was 3000!.

per annum, funk under the exercife of thefe virtues, and he left

little behind him befides books, plate and furniture. Of a lite-

rary diligence protrafted to above fourfcore years, Dr. Delany

has afforded a ftriking example; though it may poflibly be

thou<^ht, that if, when his body and mind grew enfeebled, he had

.

remembered the folve fenefcentem equum, it would have been

no difadvantage to his reputation.

DELANY"(Mary), the fecond wife of Dr. Patrick Delany,

the fubjeft of the preceding article, and a lady of diftinguiihed

ingenuity and merit, was born at a fmall country houfe of her

father's at Coulton in Wiltihir£, May 14, 1700. She was the

daughter of Bernard Glanville, efq. afterward lord Lanfdowne,

a nobleman whofe abilities and virtues, whofe character as a

poet, whofe friendfliip with Pope, Swift and other eniinent

writers of the time, and whofe general patronage of men of ge-

nius and literature, have fo often been recorded in biographical

productions, that they cannot be unknown to any of our readers.

As the child of fuch a family, (he could not fail of receiving the

befl: education. It was at J^ong-Leat, the feat of the Weymouth
family,, which was occupied by lord Landfdowne during the

niinority of the heir of that family, that mifs Granville firft faw

Alexander Pendarves, efq. a gentleman of large property at

Rofcrow in Cornwall, and who immediately paid his addrelfes

to her ; which were fo ftrenuouily fupported by her uncle,

whom fhe had not the courage to deny, that fhe gave a reluc-

tant confent to the match ; and accordingly it took place in the

compafs of two or three weeks, (he being then in the 17th year

of her age. From a great difparity of years, and other caufes,

fhe was very unhappy during the time which this conneclion

laded. Howevf, (he endeavoured to make the beft of her fitu-

ation. The retirement to which flie was confined was wifely

employed in the farther cultivation of a naturally vigorous un-

derftanding j
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derftantling : and tlie good ufc flic made of her lelfure hours,

was eminently evinced in the charms of her converfation, and

in her letters to her friends. That quick feeling of the elegant

and beautiful which conftitutes taile, flie poirelled in an eminent

degree, and was therefore peculiarly fitted for fucceeding in the

fine arts. At the period we arc fpeaklng of, flie made a great

proiiciency in mufic As to painting, which afterwards (he

moll loved, and in v/hich flie principally excelled, it had not as

yet engaged her praiSlical attention. In 1724 Mrs. Pendarves

became a widow •, upon which occafion flie quitted Cornwall,

and fixed her principal refidence in London. For feveral

years, between 1730 and 1736, ftie maintained a correfpond-

ence with Dr. Swift. In 1743, as we have feen in the former

article, Mrs. Pendarves was married to Dr. Delany, with whom
it appears that fhe had long bfcen acquainted ; and for whom flie

had many years entertained a very high edeem. She had been

a widow iQ years when this connection, which was a very happy
one, took place. We are afTured from unqueftionable autho-

rity, that her hufband regarded her almoft to adoration. Upon
his deceafe in May 1768, flie intended to fix herfelf at Bath,

and was in queft of a houfe for that purpofe. But the duchefs

dowager of Portland, hearing of her dcfign, went down to the

place ; and, having in her early years formed an intimacy with

Mrs. Delany, wiflied to have near her a lady from whom fhe

had neceflarily, for feveral years, been much feparated, and
whofe heart and talents flie knew would in the higheft degree

add to the happinefs of her own life. Her grace fucceeded in

her folicitations. Mrs. Delany now pafled her time between
London and BulPtrode. On the death of the duchefs dowager
of Portland, the king, who had frequently feen and honoured
Mrs. Delany with his notice at Bulflrode, affigned her for her
fummer refidence the ufe of a houfe completely furniflied, in

St. Alban's-ftreet, Windfor, adjoining to the entrance of the

caflle : and, that the having two houies on her hands might
not produce any inconvenience with regard to the expence of

her Jiving, his majefly, as a farther mark of his royal favour,

conferred on her a penfion of three hundred pounds a year.

On the 15th of April 1788, after a fliort indifpofition, flie de-

parted this life, at her houfe in St. James's place, having nearly

completed the 88th year of her age. The circumftance that

has principally entitled Mrs. Delany to a place in this didlionary

is her flcill in painting, and in other ingenious arts, one of which,

•was entirely her own. "With refpecl to painting, flie was late

in her application to it. She did not learn to draw till flie was
more than thirty years of age, when flic put herfelf under the
inftruclion of Goupy, a fafliionablc mafter of that time, and
much employed by Frederic prince of Wales. To oil-painting

file
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fhe did not take till fiie was pad forty. So ftrong was her paf*

Hon for this art, that (lie has frequently been known to employ
herfelf in it, day after day, from fix o'clock in the morning till

dinner time, allowing only a fhort inter\'al for breakfaft. She
was principally a copyift ; but a very fine one. The only confi-

«lerable original -work of hers in oil was the raifing of Lazarus,

in the pofieilion of her friend lady Bute. The number of pic-

tures painted by her, confidering how late it was in life before

{he applied to the art, was very great. Her ownhoufe was full

of them ; and others are among the chief ornaments of Calf-

wich, Welbourn, and 11am, the refpeftive refidences of her ne-

phews, Mr. Granville and Mr. Dewes, and of her niece Mrs.
Fort. Mrs. Delany among her other accomplirnments excelled

in embroidery and (hell-work ; and, in the courfe of her life,

produced many elegant fpecimens of her fkill in thefe refpetts.

But, what is more remarkable, at the age of 74 ihe invented a

Tiew and beautiful mode of exercifing her ingenuity. This was
fey the conftruclion of a Flora, of a mofl; fingular kind, formed

hy applying coloured papers together, and which might, not im-

properly, be called a fpecies of mofaic work. Being perfettly

miitrefs of her fciflars, the plant or flower which {he purpofed to

imitate fhe cut out ; that is, flie cut out its various leaves and parts

in fuch coloured chinelc paper as fuited her fubject ; and, as (lie

could not always meet with a colour to correfpond with the one

file wanted, flie then dyed her own paper to anfwer her wifhes.

She ufed a black ground, as bed calculated to throw out her

Slower j and not the leaft aflonilhing part of her art was, that

though (he never employed her pencil to trace out the form or

Ihapeof her plant, yet when (he had applied all the pieces which

fompofed it, it hung fo loofely and gracefully, that every one

was perfuaded that it mull previoufly have been drawn out, and

repeatedly corrected by a moll judicious hand, before it could

have attained the eafe and air of truth which, without any im-

peachment of the honour of this accomplifhed lady, might juftly

be called a forgery of nature's works. The elfeft was fuperior

to what painting could have produced ; and fo impofmg was her

art, that {he would fometimes put a real leaf of a plant by the

lide of one of her own creation, which the eye could not de-

tect, even when ilie herfelf pointed it out. Mrs. Delany con-

tinued in the profecution of her defign till the 83d year of her

age, when tlie dimncfs of her fight obliged her to lay it afide.

However, by her unwearied perfeverance, flie became authorefs

of far the completed Flora that ever was executed by the fame

hand. The number of plants finifhed by her amounted to nine

hundred and eighty. This invaluable Flora was bequeathed by

her to her nephew Court Dewcs, efq. and is now in his poflelfion.

The liberality of Mrs. Delany's mind rendered her at all times

ready
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ready to communicate her art. She frequently purfued her

work in company j was dcfirous of Ihewing to her friends how
eafy it was to execute j and was often heard to lament that f»

few would attempt it. It required however great patience and

great knowledge in botanical drawing. She began to write po-

etry at 80 years of age ; for which we muft refer the reader to

the Biographia Brit, from whence thcfe two articles are abridged,

DELOIjKL, a famous french painter. His works are, the

marriage of Tobit, at St. Euftache. The pi6fure of the chapel

of St. IMargarita, at St. Lewis in the Tfle. The union of France

and Lorrain, for the king. The ceilings of the two pavilions

of Aurora at Sceaux, for the count d'£u. The vow of Lewis
XIIL and the afiumption of the virgin at Danmartin. At
Guigne, the picture of tke parifh church •, the martyrdom of St.

James, a holy family, and a St. Bernard, all at the fame place.

An annunciation at Pafiy. A grand piece of St. Michael, at St.

Michael Beauvais.

DELRIO (Martin Antony), a very learned man, was born

at Antwerp of fpanifh parents, in 1551- The progrefs he made
in letters, while a very boy, is recorded with wonder. He was
taught grammar in the Low-countries, and then fent to Paris to

learn rhetoric and philofophy under the jefuits. Afterwards he
went to fludy civil law in the new univerfity of Doway j but re-

moving from thence to Louvain, he laid afide that purfuit, and
applied himfelf to polite literature. This he cultivated with fa

much aixlor and fuccefs, that he furprifed the public, when he
was only 19 years of age, with fome good notes upon the trage-

dies of Seneca. " What is more," lays Baillet, " he cited in

this work almoil iioo authors, with all the affurance of a man
who had read them thoroughly, and weii^hed their fentiments

with great judgment and exatlnefs." The reputation he ac-

quired by this lirll eflay of his erudition was afterwards in-

creafed. He is faid to have underftood at leaft ten languages,

and to have read every thing, antient and modern, that he
thought worth reading. He was admitted LL. D. at Salaman-
ca in 1574 ; and was afterwards a counfellor of the parliament

of Brabant, and an intendant of the army. In 15 Bo he became
a jefuit at Valladolid j from whence going into the Low-coun-
tries, he taught divinity and the belles lettres, and contradled a

firm friendihip withLipfius. He taught alfo at Liege, at May-
ence, at Gratz, and at Salamanca. He died at Louvain, ia

1608, about two years after his friend Lipfius.

BeGdes notes upon Seneca, Claudian, and Solinus, he wrote

a great number of works, the principal of which are, i .'Difqui-

fitiones Magics. 2. Commentaries upon fome books of the old

Tellament. 3. Explications of fome of the hardeft and moft im-
portant texts of fcripture. We mult not confound him with

Joha
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John Delrio of Bruges, dean and grand vicar of Antwerp,
who died in 1624; and who was the author of commentaries
upon the I igth pfalm. _ i

DEMADES, an Athenian, who from a mariner became an ora-

tor, was taken prifoner at the battle of Cheronea gained over

Philip of Macedon. By his eloquence he acquired a great afcen-

dant over the mind of that prince. One day, Philip niaking his

appearance before the prifoners with all the ornaments of royalty,

and cruelly infulting their mifery : " I am aftonifhed," faid De-
taades, " that, fortune having alhgned you the part of Agamem^
Kon, you can amufe yourfelf in playing that of 'I herfites.'*

Demades was no lefs interefted than eloquent. Antipater, his

friend as well as that of Phocion, complained that lie could ne-

ver make the latter accept of any prefents, while he could not

beRow on the other enough to fatisfy his covetoufnefs. De-
mades was put to death, under fufpicion of treafon, in the year

352 before Chrift. Nothing of his has come down to us, ex-

cept the Oratio de Duodecennali, greek and lac. 1619, 8vo,

and in the Rhetorum colle6lio, Venice, 1513-, 3 torn, folio.

DEMESTE (John M. D.), chaplain and furgeon-maior of

the troops of the prince bifliop of Liege, member of feveral aca-

demies, died at Liege, the place of his nativity, Aug. 20, 1783,
at the age of 38. His letters on Chemidry, Paris, 1779, pro-

cured him a diftinguiiiicd name among the phyficians of the

time. If the reader fnould meet with fome novel hypothefes

in them which the autlior may have too cafilv adopted, yet he

trill not fail of perceiving a great fund of knowledge, and the

valuable refults of a multitude of experiments.

DEMETRIUS (Poliorcetes,) that is, the Taker of Towns,
fon of Antigonus, one of the fuccefibrs of Alexander the great,

waged war againft Prolemy Lagus, with various fuccefies. He
afterwards, with a pov/erful fleet under his command, prefent-

ed himfelf before the port of Athens, made himfeif mafter of

jt, as well as of the citadel, drove Demetrius Phalereus out of

hf and reilored the government of affairs to the people which
they had loil for 15 days. After having defeated Caff'ander at

the ih'aights of Thermopylae, he returned to Athens, where
the people, formerly fo proud, but nov/ reduced to llavery,

creeled altars to him and his courtiers. Seleucus, CafTander

and I^yfirnachus, in confederacy againflhim, gained the famous
victory of Ipfus, in the year 299 before Chrift. After this de-

feat he retired to Ephefus, accompanied by the younger Pyr-

fhus. He intended next to take refuge in Greece, which he re-

garded 33 the fafell afylum for him ; but ambafladors from
Athens met liim with the information that the people had re-

folved, by a folemn decree, not to admit of a king. He then

drew olT his gallies from Attica, and failed for the 1 hracian

4 Cherfonefe,
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CKerfoncfe, where he ravaged the territory of Lyfimnchus, and

carried oft" confiderable booty. After having defolated Afia for

fome time, Agathoclcs, the iow of Lyfimachus, forced him to

abandon the conqueft of Armenia and of Media, and to take re-

fuge in CiHcia. Seleucus, whom he had obhged to marry his

daughter Stratonice, being inlligated againft him by his cour-

tiers, forced him to retire to tlie borders of mount Taurus, af-

figning him Cathaonia, a province adjoining to Cappadocia, and
taking care to guard the defiles and pailes from Cilicia into Syria.

However, he Toon found means to get over thefe bounds; and
the firft thing he did was to march to the camp of Seleucus, in

order to take him by furprife ; but being betrayed by his foldiers,

he was obhged to fubmit to the mercy of the conqueror. S&»

leucus fent him into the fyrian Cherfimefe, and omitted nothiag

in his power to mitigate the hardships of his exile. Demetrius
died there three years after, in the year 286 before Chrift, of
an apoplexy. This prince was of an extraordinary chara£ier.

When he had nothing to do, he pafled his time in the moft re-

fined voiuptuoufnefs •, he was the molt magnificent, the moft
luxurious, and the moft delicate of men. Was he called out to

battle ? He was unrivalled in vigilance and activity. Nothing
could equal his alertnefs and his courage but his patience and
his aiTiduity in labours. Plutarch obferves, as a feature that diC-

tinguiflied him far beyond the other princes of his time, the

profound regard he entertained for his father and his mother,

Antigonus, on his fide, had a truly pareiual affeclion for his fon,

which, without abating aught from the authority of father and
king, united them in a mutual confidence exempt from all jea-

louiy and fufpicion. One day while Antigonus was bufy in

giving audience to ambafladors, Demetrius returned from the

chace, entered the hall, faluted his father, and feated himfelf

befide him, ftill holding his darts in his hand. Antigonus bec-

koned to the ambalTadors, as they were leaving the chamber,
and faid to them aloud :

" Forget not to tell your mailers the

manner in which my fon and 1 live together." When Deme-
trius was on the throne he was negligent of the policy of gain-

i/ig the attachment of his foldiers, and accordingly they often

deferted his interefts ; but he was always firm in adverfity, as

well as ambitious and bally in better fortune.

DliMETRIUS (Phalereus;, a peripatetic philofopher, who
lived in the time of Alexander the great, was a fcholar of The-
ophraftus. fie made many harangues to the people of Athen?,
and v/as almoft abfolute in that city for ten years. Three hun-
dred and fixty ftatues were ereiled in his honour ; and not un-
defervcdiy, fince he is faid to have augmented the revenues of
it, as well as to have improved and polifhed its buildings. Ne-
verthelefs, envy at length confpiring againft hizn, his llatues

were
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were pulled down, and. himfelf threatened with death ; but he
cfcaped. into -^gypt, and was protC(£led by Ptolemy Lagus.
This king, it is laid, aiked his advice concerning the fucceihon

of his children to the throne, viz. whether he ought to prefer

thofehe had by Eurydice to Ptolemy Philadelphus, whom he had
by Berenice ; and Demetrius advifed him to leave his crown to

the former. This difpleafed Philadelphus lb mueh, that, his

father being dead, he banifhed Demetrius, who was afterwards

killed by the bite of an afp. Demetrius compofed more works
in profe and verfe, than any other peripatetic of his time j and

his writings confiited of poetry, hiilory, politics, rhetoric, ha-

rangues, and embadies. None of his works are extant : for as

to the piece -zerfp spf^-zivBiag, or concerning elocution, which goes

under his name, and is ufually printed with the Rhetores Se-

le£li, there are feveral internal marks, which {l>ew it not to

be his, but may make us fafely afcribe it to fome other Deme-
trius. He is fuppofed to be the fame with him that collected

together 200,000 volumes into the library of Ptolemy Philadel-

phus, who, to make it complete, caufed that tranfiation of the

bibld out of hebrew into greek to be made, which is commonly
called the Septuagiut. And if it (hould be objected, that De-
metrius could not poflibly be the manager of this affair, fince he

was banifhed by Philadelphus as foon as lie came to the crown,

it has generally been thought fufficient to fay, that thefe books

were coUecled, and this tranilatlon made, while Ptolemy Phila-

delphus reigned with his father Ptolemy Lagus. When Deme-
trius was born, and when he died, we know not ; but his dif-

grace at Athens is fald to have happened about the year of Rome
436, that is, fomewhat about 300 years before Chrifl.

DE MISSY (C/ESAr), a man greatly diflinguiflied in the

learned v/orld, though no great author in form, was born at

Berlin, Jan. 2, 1703, being the fon of a merchant there. He
fiudied lirll at the french college at Berlin, and thence removed
to the univerfity of Francfort on the Oder. He was examined

for the miniftry in 1725, and after fome difhcultics obtained it;

but the ecclefiallics there being hampered with fubfcriptions, to

which he could not aflent, he quitted the country foon after.

He preached about five years in different towns of the United

Provinces, from whence he was invited to London in 1731,

and ordained to ferve the french chapel in the 8avoy. In 1762

he was named by the biihop of London to be one of the french

chaplains to the king in his chapel at St. James's. He died

Aug. 10, 1775. He feldom publifned any thing except occa-

fionally, in confequence of unforefeen engagements, or at the

importunity of friends. Several little poetical pieces, effays

both in facred and profane literature, epitomes of books, me-
moirs, differtationsj &c. by De Miffy, with his initials C. D. M.

or
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c'c fome aflumeJ name, and frequently anonymous, appeared in

<lil]erent collet^ions and periodical journals in Holland, France,

and England, from 1721. He was greatly aflilling to many of

the ieanied, in their feveral undertakings : among others who
are indebted to him, were the late profeflor Wetftein in his

fplendid edition of the greek Teflament, and the late Dr. Jortin

in his Life of Erafmus. His name will frequently occur in the

works of the learned, and therefore it was neceflary that fome-

thing fhould be upon record concerning him. The writer of

this Ihort extra£l can alio add, from his own perfonal knowledge

of him, that he was not only very acute and very learned, but

alfo a fincere lover and bold aflertor of truth, and a man of

m-any and great virtues. He was tv/ice married, but left no
child.

DEiMOCRITUS, one of the greateft philofophers of anti-

quity, was born at Abdera, a town of Thrace, about the 80th

Olympiad, that is, about 460 years before Chrill. His father,

fays Valerius Maximus, was able to entertain the amiy of

Xerxes ; and Laertius adds, upon the teftimony of Elerodotus,

that the king in requital prefented him with fome Magi and
Clialdeans. From thefe Ma^'^i and Chaldeans Democritus re-

ceived the firft part of his education, of whom, whilfl yet a

boy, he learned theology and ailronomy. He next applied him-
felf to Leucippus, and learned from him the fyftem of atoms
and a vacuum. His father dying, the three fons, for fo many
there were, divided the eftate. Democritus made choice of that

part which confifted in money, as being, though the lead fliare,

yet the mofl convenient for travelling ; and it is laid, that his

portion amounted to above 100 talents, which is near 20,000!.

Iferling. The extraordinary inclination he had for the fciences

and for knowledge, induced him to travel into all parts of the

world, where he hoped to find able men. He went to vifit the

priefts of ^gypt, of whom he learned geometry, he confulted

the chaldean and the perfian philofophers ; and it is faid, he pe-

netrated even to India and /Ethiopia, to confer with the gym-
nofophills. In thefe travels he wafted his fubftance, after

v/hich, at his return, he was obliged to be maintained by his

brother; and, if he had not given proofs of the greatell under-
ftanding, and thereby procured tohimfeif the higheft honours and
the ftrongeffc intereft in his country, he v/ould have incurred

the penalty of that lavv', which denied interment in the family-

fcpulchre to thofe who had fpent their patrinaony. After his

return from travelling, he lived at Abdera, and governed there

in a mod abfolute manner, by virtue of his confummate wifdom.
The magiftrates of that city made him a prefent of 500 talents,

and erected ftatues to liim even in his life-time : but being na-

turally more iatiined to contemplation, than delighted with

public
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public honours and employments, he withdrew himfelf into fo-

litude and retirement. He was never at Athens, as feme fay j

or if he was, according to others, he did not make himfelf known
there. Some relate, that he lived 109 years; but there is no-

thing certain either as to the time of his birth, or the time of his

death. He compofed a very great number of books, of which
we may juilly lament the lofs, fince he was a man of fine parts,

and of a vaft and penetrating genius, which entered into every

branch of knowledge. Natural and moral philofophy, the ma-
thematics, polite learning, and the polite arts, were all within

his fphere. He is faid to have laughed at human life in general,

which, Montaigne fays, it was better to do than to imitate Hera-

clitus, who wept eternally about it j becaufe, adds he, mankind
are not fo unhappy as they are vain. He was the forerunner

of Epicurus, whofe fyflem differs from his no otherwife, than

on account of fome improvements. Plato hated Democritus,

and was very near burning all his books. He had collected them
diligently, and was going to throw them into the fire •, when
two Pythagorean philofophers reprefented to him, that it would
be to no purpofe, becaufe feveral perfons were already furniihed

with them. The hatred Plato bore Democritus appears from
tliis ; that having mentioned almoll all the antient philofophers,

he has never cited him, not even in thofe paflagcs where his de-

fign was to contradict him. Laertius, who relates this, adds,

that this was an artful piece of policy •, fince it prevented peo-

ple from perceiving, that Plato contradi6led the mofl excellent

of all philofophers. But the hiflorian had probably been nearer

the mark, if he had fuppofed Plato to have omitted the mention

of him, for fear of exciting the curiofity of mankind, and raif-

ing a defire to fee writings, which he thought, or aiTedled to

think, dangerous to be read.

DEMOIVRE (Abraham), an illuftrious mathematician of

french original, was born at Vitri in Champagne, May 1667.

The revocation of the edicSl of Nantz, in 16S5, determined him
to fly into England, fooner than abandon the ixdigion of his fa-

thers. He laid the foundation of his mathematical lludies in

France, and perfected himfelf at London ; where a mediocrity

of fortune obliged him to employ his talent in this way, and to

read public ledlures for his better fupport. The Principia Ma-
thematica of Newton, which chance is faid to have thrown in

his way, made him comprehend at once, how little he had ad-

vanced in the fcience he profefTed. lie fell hard to work : he

fucceeded as he went along ; and he foon became conne£led

with, and celebrated among, the firfl-rate mathematicians. His
eminence and abilities foon opened to him an entrance into the

Royal Society of London, and afterwards into the Academy of

Sciences at Paris. His merit was fo known and acknowledged
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by tKe former, that they judged him a fit perfon to decide the

famous conteft between Newton and Leibnitz. The collecflion

of the academy of Paris contains ho memoir of this author,

who died, at London, Nov. 1754, foon after Ms admiffion into

it ; but the Philofophical Traniaclioris of London have fevcral,-

and all of them interefling. He publiflied alfo fome capital

works, fuch as, Mifcellanea analytica, de feriebus & quadraturis,

&c. 1730, 4to. But perhaps he has been more generally known
by his " Dodrine of Chances ; or, method of calculating the

probabilities of events at play." This work was firft printed,

1718, in 4to. and dedicated to fir Ifaac Newton : it was reprinted

1738, with great alterations and improvements; a third edition,

•with additions, and a Treatife on Annuities, with a dedication

to lord Carpenter. Pope did not overlook this mathematician ;

Sure as Demoivre without rule of line.

DEMONAX, a Cretan philofopher, of an illuflrious and!

opulent family, defpifed thefe advantages that he might devote

himfelf to philofophy. He efpoufed no particular fe(St ; but ex-

tra£led what was good from each. He fomewhat refembled So-

crates in his way of thinking, and Diogenes in his manner of life.

He let himfelf die of hunger, without lofing any thing of his

gaiety, and was buried at the public expence. He faid to thofe

who were Handing round his bed : " You may depart ; the

farce is over." (A faying which has likewife been attributed to

Auguftus). This philofopher pradlifed virtue without oftenta-

tion, and reproved vice without acrimony. He was heard, re-

fpefted and beloved during his life, and praifed even by Lucian
after his death.

DEMOSTHENES, one of the greateft orators of antiquity,

if not the greateft, was born at Athens, in the fecond year of

the loift olympiad; thatis, about 370 years before Chrift. He
was firft placed under Plato and Euclid of Megara to ftudy philo-

fophy ; but, obferving with what prodigious applaufe Califtratus

pleaded before the people, he put himfelf under Jfocrates and
Ifseus, and applied to the ftudy of oratory. He was left father-

lefs when very young, and much negle£led and defrauded by
his guardians; on which account he pleaded againft them at 27
years of age, and with fo much fuccefs, that they were con-
demned to pay him 30 talents ; but, it is faid, he forgave them.
This was the firft time that he diftinguifhed himfelf by his elo-

quence ; which at length he improved to fuch perfection, that

Philip faid, ' it was of more weight againft him, than all the

fleets and armies of the Athenians ;' and that *he had no enemy
but Demofthenes.' It is univerfally agreed, that no orator ever

fpoke with that force, or had the paflions of others fo much in

his power, as Demofthenes ; infomuch that, as Demetrius Pha-
VoL. IV. O o lereu5
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lereus and Eratofthenes in Plutarch have faid, * he a£^ually ap-

peared like one infpired.' He could drefs a thing up in any lighc

he pleaied, and give ic whatever colouring bell anfwered his

purpofe : fo that, if at any time h? found it difficult to convince
the judgment, he knew perfedly well how to fcduce the ima-
gination. He was not perhaps fo univerfal an orator as Tully •,

for infiance, he was not fo powerful in panegyric, nor had he his

turn for raillery. He had indeed fo poor a talent in this latter

vay, that, as Longinus fays, whenever he attempted to jeft,

the laugh was fure to turn upon himfelf. But then he had pro-

digious fpirit, and a force of oratory, which, as the fame Lon-
ginus obferves, bore down, like a thunder-bolt, all before it.

He oppofed Philip of Macedon with all his might, and Alexan-
der after him. Alexander requeded of the Athenians to have
Demoflhenes given up to him, but this was refufed j yet when
Antipater his fucceflbr made the fame requeft afterwards, it was
granted. But Uemollhencs would not be given up, and there-

fore efcaped into the illand of Celauria ; where he fucked the

poifon he had kept on purpofe in a quill, to prevent his being

taken alive. He died in the third year of the 1 14th olympiad.

There are extant under his name 61 orations, which have fre-

quently been publiflied •, yet there is perhaps no edition of his

whole works, which can be called a good one : though a very

able critic and fcholar of our own country, Dr. Taylor, has gone
a great way towards it. 1 hat of Wolfius, with the Comraenta-
lies of Ulpian, is the bed edition of the whole work that has

hitherto appeared.

The chief regard that has been paid to the memory of De-
mollhenes, has generally been on account of his eloquence : but

he was likewife a very able ftatefman, and a good patriot 5 and,

confidering the emb. (Fies and erned.itions, the treaties and alli-

ances, and other various negotiations v.herein he was employed,
together with the zeal and integrity with which he a£led in them,

it may be queflioned whether he did not excel as much in thofe

capacities, as in that of an orator : though it nuift be confefled,

that his art of fpeaking was the foundation of his other merit,

or at lead the means of producing it to advantage, and improv-

ing it. But though he arrived to fuch perfe£lion in this art, he
fet out under great difadvantages : for he had an impediment in

his Speech, which for a long time would not fuffer him to pro-

nounce the letter R. He had a weak voice, a fhort breath, and

a very uncouth and ungracious manner : however, by dint of re-

folutron and infinite pains, he overcame all thefe defecls. He
would climb up fl:eep and craggy places, to help his wind, and
ftrengthen his voice ; he would declaim with pebbles in his

month, to remedy the imperfe£l:ion in his fpeech ; he would
place a looking-glafs before him, to corre<Sl the avvkwardnefs of

o his
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his gefture : and he learned of the beft players the proper graces

of adilion and pronunciation, which he thought of fo much
confequence, that Ke made the whole art of oratory in a man-
ner to confid of them. But whatever rtrefs he laid upon the

exterior part of fpeaking, he was alfo very careful about the

matter and the ftyle ; the latter of which he formed upon
the model of Thucydides, whofc hiitory, for that purpofe, he

tranfcribed eight feveral times. He was fo intent upon his

ftudy, that he would often retire into a cave of the earth, and
fliave half his head, fo that he could not with decency appear

abroad, till his hair was growai again. He alfo accuftomed

himfelf to harangue at the fea-lhore, where the agitation of

tiie waves formed to him an idea of the commotions in a po-

pular aflembly, and ferved to prepare and fortify him againll

them. From thefe feveral kinds of hardfliip, which he im-

pofed upon himfelf, it is plain that he was not fo much born

an orator, but is rather an inftance, how far parts and appli-

cation may go towards the forming a great man in any pro-

feflion.

We have reprefented Demofthenes as a man of integrity and
a good patriot ; and fo indeed he was for fome time. Philip

was not wanting in endeavours to corrupt him, as he had en-

deavoured to corrupt, and with fuccefs, moft of the other lead-

ing men in Greece ; but Demofthenes withftood all his offers

;

and Plutarch fays, that all the gold of Macedonia could not

bribe him. And yet, as inflexible as he was to Philip, he be-

came more pliable in the reign of his fucceflbr, and gave occa-

fion to his enemies to accufe him of bribery ; for which he was
fined and imprifoned, and afterwards baniflied. This charge

againft him has by fome been thought groundlefs and malicious,

and the rather, becaufe he was not allowed to juftify himfelf.

It muft certainly feem ftrange, that this great man, who with
fuch conftancy and intrepidity oppofed all the meafures of the

foreign and domeftic enemies of his country, and who fo often,

at the hazard of his life, braved the madnefs of the people in

their aflemblies, (hould not be able to ftand an enemy in the

field •, yet fo it was. He chofe, fays Plutarch, to fwear by
thofe who fell at Marathon, though he could not follow their

example. And what is ftill more extraordinary, he afterwards

refufed life, when it was offered him ; and nobody died with
greater fortitude. However, Demofthenes, fuch as he was,
did more fervice to the flate than any of his contemporaries :

he Was the chief bulwark, not only of Athens, but of Greece in

general, and almoft the only obftacle to Philip's defigns of en-
flaving it.

DEMPSTER (William), mentioned as an ornament of the

teign of Alexander III. was born in the (Inre of Angus in Scot-
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land in 1490, and educated in St. Leonard's college in St. An-
di-ews, from whence he went to Paris, where the univerfity and
parliament did him the honour to defire him to examine and re-

fute the books of Raymond Lully who had attempted to over-

turn the credit of Arillotle's philofophy—a vain attempt in that

age. Dempfter was fuppofed to be fuccefsful ; and the Lul-

lilts were no more heard of. He afterM'ards went to Padua, at

both of which places he (tudied the civil and canon laws, and
became intimately acquainted with fome of the greateft men of

the age in which he lived. Returning to his native country he
wrote an ecclefiallical hiftory of Scotland, Huffed with fo many
fables, that even the roman catholics were afliamed of it. Every
occurrence, however natural, is by him trumped up into a mi-
racle, and wonders on wonders arife exceeding any thing either

in (Jvid's Metamorphofes or Spenfer's Fairy Q^ieen. He return-

ed to Paris ; and died in that city 1557.
DEMPSTER (Thomas), a very learned man, but of a lin-

gular charadler, which the reader will hardly think a good one,

was born in Scotland ; but we do not find in what year. He
went over to France, for the fake of embracing the catholic re-

ligion ; and taught clafTical learning at Paris about the beginning

of the xviith century. Though his bufinefs was to teach fchool,

yet he was as ready to draw his fword, and as quarrelfom.e, as

if he had been a duellifh by profeihon ; and it is faid that there

fcarce paffed a day but he had fomething or other of this kind

upon his hands. This fpirit and turn of temper drew him
into many fcrapes, and one in particular, which obliged him
to quit the country. Grangier, principal of the college of Beau-
vais at Paris, being to take a journey, appointed Dempfter his

fubftitute. Dempller punifhed a fcholar, for challenging one
of his fchoolfellows to fight a duel ; he caufed his breeches to

be let down, a lufty fellow to horfe him, and flogged him
foundly in a full fchool. The fcholar, to revenge the aifront,

brought three gentlemen of his relations, who were of the king's

life-guards, into the college. Dempii:er made the whole college

take arms, ham-ftrung the tliree life-guardmen's horfes before

the college-gate, and put himfelf into fuch a pofture of defence,

that the three fparks were forced to ait for quarter. He eave .

them their lives, but imprifoned them ; and did not releafe them
till after fome days. They fought another way to revenge them-
felves ; they caufed an information to be made of the immoral
behaviour of Dempller, and got fome witnelTes to be heard

againft him. Upon this he went over to Entjland, where he not

only found refuge, but a very handfome wife, whom he carried

to France when he returned thither. The author who fur-

niflied us with thefe memoirs tells us, that this woman's going

along the ftreets of Paris, with her neck and flioulders uncover-

ed,
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ed, drew fucli a multitude of gazers about herfelf and hufband'

that, if tliey had not retired into a houfe, they had ceitainly

been ftifled j which fhews, how neceflary it is to conform to

the cullomsofthe place where we are. Denipfter did not ilay

at Paris-, he palled the Alps, and taught polite learning in the

univerfity of Pifa, for which he had a good falary. Here, as

he was one day returning home from the college, he was

told, that his wife was run away with, and that his fcholars had

alhlled in carrying her off. This incident might liave afflicled

fone men, but Demplter bore it like a Stoic •, and perhaps was

not forry to be rid of a treafure, which he had found fo difficulc

to keep. He read ledlures upon polite learning in feveral uni-

verfities ; in that of Nifmes particularly, where he difputed for

a profeffor's chair, and carried it. Pie went to Bologna, where

he was profeflor for the remainder of his life ; and alfo admitted

a member of the academy della Rotte. He died in 1625, leav-

ing behind him feveral learned works : as, i. Commentaries upon

Rofinus de antiquitatibus Romanorum. 2. Commentaries upon

Claudian. 3. Four books of epillles. 4. Several dramatic pieces and

other poems. 5. Some books of law. 6. An Apparatus to the hiftory

of Scotland. 7. A Martyrology of Scotland, and 8. ALlftofthe

fcottifh writers. He was not fo good a catholic, but that fome of

his books fell under the cognizance of the inquifition of Rome,
and were condemned.

He was a man of a prodigious memory, infomuch that he

ufed to fay, he knew not what it was to forget. If this be true,

which however we can fcarcely think, he might well deferve the

name, which fome writers have given him, of a Living Library.

For he was extremely laborious, as the fame authors relate, and

feldom read lefs than 14 hours a day; fo that he mud have

known an infinite number of things. However, he had all thofe

defetls which men of great memories ufually have. He wanted
judgment in an high degree ; and he knew fo little how to write

politely, that the celebrated Balzac has called him a lloven. But
he wanted another quality, which is not fo neceflarily connected

with a great memory ; he wanted fincerity and honefly as a

writer. To do honour to Scotland, he made a prefent to that

country, not only of the englifh and irifli writers, but alfo of
books which never exifted. Dempfter, I^rys a certain author,
*' has frequently, in his catalogue of fcoitifli writers, infcrted

thofe of England, Wales, and Ireland, juil according to his

own fancy •, and, to confirm his own alTcrtions, has very often
produced authors which never exifted, and fiditious work'.,

times, and places." T he learned Ulher has cenfured him on
the fame account. " It is a fort of h£lion no lefs familiar to

that man, than his mentioning of books never written, but only

O o 3 tJie
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the inventions of his own idle brain." However, not proteftant

writers only have fpoken of him in this manner
; papifts have

done the fame, as the following words of Baillet, a french prieft,

teftify abundantly. Thomas Dempfter, fays he, " has given us

an ecclefiaftical hiftory of Scotland in 19 books, wherein he

fpeaks much of the learned men in that country. But though

he was an able man in other refpe£ls, that is, in matters of mere
learning, yet his underftanding was not the more found, nor

his judgment the more foiid, nor his confcience the better for

it. He could have wilhed, that all learned men had been Scots.

He forged titles of books, which were never publiflied, to raife

the glory of his native country; and has-been guilty of feveral

cheating tricks, by which he has loft his credit among nien of

learning." See Uflier, de Primord. Britann. ecclef. p. 464. and

Jugemens desS9avans, torn. ii. p. 106. Paris, 1722.

DENHAM (Sir John), an eminent englifh poet, w^s the

only fon of fir John Denham, knt. of Little Horfeley in EfTex,

by Eleanor, daughter of fir Garret More, knt. baron of Mellcr

font in Ireland. He was born at Dublin in 1615, ^^^^ father

having been fome time before chief baron of the exchequer in

Ireland, and one of the lords comrr»iflioners of that kingdom ;

but, upon his being made, in 161 7, one of the barons of the

exchequer in England, he was brought by him to London^
and educated there in fchool-learning. In 1631 he was en-

tered a gentleman commoner of Trinity-college in Oxford

;

*' but being looked upon," fays Wood, " as a flow and dreaming

young man by his feniors and contemporaries, and given more
to cards and dice than his ftudy, they could never then in the

leaft imagine, that he could ever enrich the world with his

fancy or iflue of his brain, as he afterwards did." When he

had continued there three years, and undergone a pubUc exar

mination for his degree of B. A. he went to Lincoln's-inn

with a viey/ of ftudying the law ; but his itch of gaming con-

tinuincr, he purfued that inftead of the law, and fquandered

away all the money he could get. His father being informed

of his evil cpurfes, and threatening to disinherit him if he did

not reform, he wrote a little " Eflay upon Gaming y which he

prefcnted to his father, in order to fhew him what an abhor-

rence he had conceived towards it j the old gentleman's death,

however, which was in 1638, no fooner happened, than he re-

turned to his former habits, and prefently loft feveral thoufand

pounds.

In 1 64 1 he publiOied his tragedy called the Sophy; which

was extrem.ely admired by the beft judges, and particularly by

Waller, who took occafion from this piece to fay of the author,

th^t " he broke out like the irifli |-ebellion, threefcore thoufand

ftrong,

I
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flrong, when nobody was aware, or in the leafl fufpeQecl it."

Soon after he was pricked high fheriii' of Surry, and made
governor of Farnham-callle for the king -, but, not being fkilled

in miUtary affairs, he quitted that poll foon after, and retired

to his majedy at Oxford. Here in 1643 he publilhed liis

Cooper's Hill \
" a poem," fays Dryden, " which, for majeity

of liyle, is, and ever will be, the ilandard of good writing."

Pope has celebrated this poem very highlv in his Windfur Fo-

re ft ; and all men of talte !iave agreed in their commendations

of it. It is obferved to be fo much fuperior to hij '.tiiL-r ouems,

that fome have fufpeded him, though without any juiL iuunda-

tion, not to have been author of it. I'hus, in the " Sellion of tlie

Poets," printed in Dryden's Mifcellanies, we have the following

lines

:

Then in came Denham, that limping old bard,

Whole fame on the Sophy and Cooper's Hill ftands;

And brought many rtationers, who Iwore verj' hard.

That nothing fold better, except 'twere his lands.

But Apollo advis'd him to write fomething more,

To clear a fulpicion which polleiled the court.

That Cooper's Hill, lb much bragg'd on before,

Was writ by a vicar, who had forty pounds for 't.

In 1647 he was entrufted by the queen with a meflage to the

king, who was then in the hands of the army, and to whom he got

admittance by the help of his acquaintance Hugh Peters \

" which truft," fays he, " I performed with great fafety to the

perfons with whom we correfponded : but about nine months
after, being difcovered by their knowledge of Mr. Cowley's hand,

I happily efcaped both for myfelf and them." This circumflance

of his life is related by himfelf, in the dedication of his poems
to Charles II. April 1648 he conveyed away James duke of

York into France, as Wood fays ; but Clarendon affures us, that

the duke went off with colonel Bamfield only, who contrived the

means of efcape. Not long after, he was fent ambaffador from

Charles II. to the king of Poland; and William, afterwards lord,

Crofts was joined in the embaffy with him. Thus among his

poems is one intituled, " On my lord Crofts's and my journey

into Poland, from whence we brought io,oool. for his majeity,

by the decimation of his fcottifli fubjecls there " About 1652
he returned to England ; and, his paternal eftate being greatly

reduced by gaming and the civil wars, he was kindly enter-

tained by lord Pembroke at Wilton ; where, and fometimes

at London, he continued with that nobleman above a year.

At the reftoration he entered upon the pfHce of furveyor-general

of all his majefty's buildings \ and at the coronation of the king,

was created K. B. Wood pretends, that Charles I. had granted

our poet the reverfion of that place, after the deceafe of the

O o 4 famous
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famous Inigo Jones, who held it; but fir John himfelf, in the

dedication of his poems, aflures us, that Charles II. at his de-

parture from St. Germain's to Jerfey, was pleafed freely, with-

out his aficing, to confer it upon him. After his promotion to

this office, he gave over his poetical lines, and *' made it his

bufniefs," he fays, " to draw fuch others as might be more
ferviceable to his mnjefty, and, he hoped, more lafting." He
was greatly valued for his admirable genius and his poetry ;

but, upon fome difcontent arifing from a fecond marriage, he

had the misfortune, amidft all his glory, to lofe his fenfes.

However, he was foon after cured of this diftemper, and wrote

a fine copy of verfes upon the death of Cowley j whom yet

he furvived but a few months -, for he died at his oflice near

Whitehall, which he had before built, March 1668, and was
interred in Weflminfter-abbey, near Chaucer, Spenfer, and

Cowley.

His works have been feveral times printed together in pne

volume, under the title of " Poems and tranflations, with the

pophy, a tragedy.'^ The fixth edition is that of 1 7 19. Thefe

poems are fomewhat above 20 in number; one of which is,

*' The deflrudlion of Troy, or, an eflay upon the fecond book

of Virgil's ^^neid." In the preface to it, he remarks, that " it

13 a vulgar error in tranflating poets to affecSl being Jidus interpres.

— It is not any one's bufinefs alone to tranflate language into

language, but poefie into poefie : and poefie is of fo fubtile a

fpirit, that in pouring out of one language into another, it will

all evaporate -, and if a new fpirit be not added in the tranf-

fufion, there will remain nothing but a caput mortmim^ there

being certain graces and happineffes peculiar to every language,

which give life and energy to the words." Diyden, mentioning

our author's, Waller's, and Cowley's tranflations from Virgil,

in his dedication to the tranflation of the jEneid, declares, that

" it is the utmoil of his ambition to be thought their equal, or

not much inferior to them." Another of his poems is intituled,

Ccito major, of eld Age, from the latin of Tully ; but he tells

us, that intending to tranflate this piece into profe, where tranf-

lation ought to be {lri6t, finding the matter very proper for

verfe,he took the liberty to leave out what was only neceffary to

j:hat age and place, and to take or add what was proper to this

prefent age and occafion, by laying the fenfe clofer, and in fewer

words, according to the llyle and ear of thefe times."

Befides this collection of poems and tranflations, V/ood

vnentions : i. A panegyric on his excellency the lord general

George Monk, commander in chief, &c. printed at London in

1659, and generally afcnbed to him, though his name is not to

it. 2. A new verfion of the book of Pfalms. 3. A prologue to

JruQ majelly at the firll play prefented at the Cockpjt in White-
lialh
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hall, being part of that noble entertainment whic'n their ma-
jeltles received on November 20, 1660, from his grace the duke
of Albemarle. 4. The true prefbyterian vjrithout difgniie: or,

a character of a prefbyterian's ways and a6lions. liOnd. 16^0.

Our author's name is to this poem ; but it was then r^uefticiied

by many, whether he was the author of it. Jn 1666 there

were printed by Health, in 8vo. certain poems, inituled Di-

re£lions to a Painter, in four copies or p.v.f'>, each d 'icaced to

Charles II. Tliey were very fatirically written agairJt feveral

perfons engaged in the dutch war in ib6^. At the end of them
was a piece, intituled, " Clarendon's Houlc-warming," and after

that his Epitapli j both containing bitter reflections on that ex-

cellent nobleman. Sir John Denham's name is tothefe pieces;

but they were generally thought to be written by the well-known
Andrew Marvel : the printer, however, being difcovcred, v/as

fentenced to ftand in the pillory for the fame.
*' Denham," fays Dr. Johnfon, " is defervedly confidered as

one of the fathers of englifh poetry. Denham and Waller, ac-

cording to Prior, improved our verfification, and Dryden per-

fected it. He appears to have had, in common with almoft

all mankind, the ambition of being upon proper occafions a
7nerry felloiv\ and, in common with moft of them, to have been
by nature, or by early habits, debarred from it. Nothing is lefs

exhilarating than the ludicroufnefs of Denham. He does not

fail for want of efforts : he is familiar, he is grofs ; but he is

never merry, unlefs the ' Speech againft Peace in the clofe Com-
mittee' be excepted. For grave burlefque, however, his imi-

tation of Davenant (hews him to have been well qualified. His
poem on the death of Cowley, was his lafl, and, among his

fhortcr works, his beft performance : the numbers are mufical,

and the thoughts are juft. ' Cooper's Hill' is the work that

confers upon him the rank and dignity of an original author.

He feems to have been, at lead among us, the author of a

fpecies of compofnion that may be denominated local poetry, of

which the fundamental fubje£t is fome particular landfcape, to

be poetically defcribed, with the addition of fuch embellifhments

as may be fupplied by hiftorical retrofpe£tion, or incidental me-
ditation. To trace a new fcheme of poetry has in itfelf a very
high claim to praife, and its praife is yet more when it is ap-
parently copied by Garth and Pope ; after whofe names little

will be gained by an enumeration of fmaller poets, that have
left fcarce a corner of the iiland undignified by rhyme, or blank
verfe. He appears to have been one of the firlt that underftood
the neceffity of emancipating tranllatlon from the drudgery of
counting lines and interpreting fingle words. How much this

fervile practice obfcured the cleareil: and deformed the mofl
Jaeautiful parts qf the antient authors, may be difcover.?d by a

perufal
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perufal of our earlier verfions ; feme of them the works of men
well qualified not only by critical knowledge, but by poetical

genius ; who yet, by a miitaken ambition of exaftnefs, degraded

at once their originals and themfelves. Denham faw the better

way, but has not purfued it with great fuccefs. His verfions

of Virgil are not pleafing : but they taught Dryden to pleafe

better. His poetical imitation of Tully on Old Age has neither

the clearnefs of profe, nor the fpritelinefs of poetry."—Moft of

the petty faults pointed out in Dr. Johnfon's critique " are in

Denham's firlt produ£l;ions, when he was lefs fkilful, or at lead

lefs dextrous in the ufe of words ; and though they had been

more frequent, they could only have leflened the grace, not the

ftrength, of his compofition. He is one of the writers that im-

proved our tafte, and advanced our language, and whom we
ought therefore to read with gratitude, though, having done

much, he left much to do."

INDEX
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